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PREFACE.

yS is well known, one of the sources from wliicli

Spenser drew largely in his "Faerie Queene" was

the rifacimento of Arthurian romances compiled

Ijy Sir Thomas Malory, and first published by

William Caxton in 1485 under the title of " Le

Morte Darthur." In the course of my Spenser

studies I was thus led to pay special attention

to this romance, and I soon felt the need of an edition answering in

accuracy of text and in other respects to the requirements of modern

scholarship.

The original edition is of such scarcity that only two copies are

known. The second and third (Wynky.i de Worde's of 1498 and

1529) are equally scarce, and the latter differs from Caxton's to no

inconsiderable extent. The later black-letter editions reprint Wynkyu
de Worde's of 1529 with additional errors, omissions, and corruptions,

that culminate in the edition of Thomas Stansby (1634), which is

nevertheless the one chosen by Thomas Wright for his reprint (1856)

of the work. Of other modern editions, Southey's (18 17), which

professes to reprint Caxton's edition, is inaccurate, interpolated, and

difScult of reference ; moreover, it has become very scarce. The Globe

edition is modernised and abridged. The promise, dating back to

1868, of the Early-English Text Society' to issue a standard edition

of Malory has not been fulfilled, nor have I been able to learn that

there was any likelihood of its being fulfilled.

The field was therefore open for a new edition, which, after some

consideration, I made up my mind to undertake. I communicated my

'
(a) Sir Edward Straohey, "Malory's Morte Darthiir," modernised and revised.

Globe Edition. London, 1S68 and 18S6. 8vo. Introduction, p. xvii.

(i) W. Carew Hazlitt's edition of Warton's "Histoiy of English Poetry." Loudon,

1S71. Svo. Vol. IL p. 1S9, note 4.



viii PREFACE.

intention to his Excellency the Royal Prussian Minister of Public

Instruction, Herr Dr. von Gossler, requesting leave of absence for six

months. My request was readily complied with, and for the prosecution

of my labours I received a grant from public funds.

Through Earl Spencer's kind permission I was allowed the use, at

the British IMuseum, of the Althorp copy. To ensure accuracy I copied

it myself for the press, and I have i-ead the proofs and revises with the

original. Any one who has undertaken editorial work of this kind

will appreciate the labour involved and the difficulties surmounted, and

will be indulgent if here and there slight errors have been allowed to

creep in. I soon found that the time at my disposal would only permit

me to pass the text through the press, and I determined to devote

myself entirely to this during my stay in England, and to leave the

working up of the results of my study of the romance until later. 1

was strengthened in this determination by thinking that scholars would

find it more convenient to have the text in one volume, as Caxton

indeed gives it, and the whole of the editorial, index, and glossarial

matter in another.

The present edition will consist of two parts of unequal size—the

first to appear will contain the Text only ;
the second, the Introduction,

a Treatise on the Sources, a complete List of the Various Readings,

the Index, &c. The principles upon which this edition is based will

be fully set forth in the Introduction
;
here it may suffice to say that

Caxton is reprinted page for page, line for line, word for word, and,

with a few exceptions, which will be discussed, letter for letter. The

twenty-one pages' which, originally lacking in Earl Spencer's copy,

were skilfully facsimiled by Mr. Whittaker from the Osterley Park copy,

have, through the courtesy of Mr. B. F. Stevens, been submitted to the

present owner of that copy, Mrs. Abby E. Pope, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,

U.S.A., who kindly had them collated for me. I intended to give

the result of this collation at the end of the text-volume, but had to

alter my mind for the following reason : Having worked through two-

thirds of the text, I discovered that the statement about the facsimiles

in Earl Spencers copy, given by the existing authorities," was not

1 These pages are distinguished in this volume by asterisks being appended to the

numbers of pages and folios ; comp., e.g., page 195, folio 98.
- Messrs. Longman's note, attached to the Althorp copy, and Mr. Blades' description

of the volume.
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entirely correct. Two of the pages stated to be facsimiles are

originals, whereas two so-called originals are facsimiles. I had there-

fore to send four more pages to America for collation. My supposition

that these facsimiles were almost perfect as regards the text, has been

confirmed ;
the errors are of the most trifling nature.

The Introduction will deal fully with the bibliograjihical peculi-

arities of Caxton's and of the later editions, as well as with their relation

one to the other. The last chapter of the Introduction will be

devoted to the peculiarities of the language of Malory, and here the

result of the collation, as well as a list of the misprints and irregularities

of spelling reproduced in the present edition, will be inserted. A
full list will be given of the readings in which Wynkyn de Worde's

second edition (1529) differs from Caxton's. This is necessary, not

only because the period which lies between the two editions was one

of noticeable change in the language, but also because, as already

stated, the later black-letter editions go back to Wynkyn de Worde's

second edition. The critical apparatus attached to the present edition

will thus place the philologist and literary antiquary in possession of

the two chief early forms of this English classic.

The Treatise on the Sources will endeavour to state concisely, yet

exhaustively, the relation, so far as at present determinable, of Malory

to the earlier Arthurian romances, whether French or English. The

extensive mass of recent research' (foremost among it the studies of

M. Gaston Paris) has been sifted and tested. j\Iy task as regards

one portion of the romance has been greatly lightened by the oppor-

tune publication of the Huth MS. of "Merlin," due to ilM. Gaston

Paris and Jacob Ulrich."

The Index will be both glossarial and explanatory, and will afford

every possible means of reference. It will contain : Firstly, all names

of persons and places occurring in the I'omauce, with references and

explanations. The names of the principal heroes will be accompanied

by a concise analysis of their lives. Secondly, all obsolete and difficult

words.

Malory is interesting not alone to the archreologist of woi'ds and

manners : he has exercised an abiding influence over the subject-

' Sooietii des Anciens Testes Fraiifais, Taris, 18S6, 2 vols. S°.
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matter of English literature and over the technical form of English

prose. This aspect of his work lay outside tho lines, as I had

planned them, of the present edition, and I gladly acceded to

my publisher's suggestion that it should be dealt with by the

distinguished man of letters whose "
Study of Maloiy as a Prose

Writer
"

will be issued with the second volume.

It is with great pleasure that I express my warmest thanks tu

the Right Honourable the Earl Spencer; to His Excellency Herr

Dr. von Gossler
;

to Mrs. Abby E. Pope; and to George Bullen, Esq.,

Keeper of the Printed Books at the British Museum, for kindly taking

charge of the Althorp copy wliile in tlie Museum. My publisher, in

his anxiety to make the volume in every way worthy of its contents,

has liberally and readily carried out all my wishes. Last, but not least,

I must thank Mr. McCall, of Messrs. Ballantyne, Hanson & Co.'s

Printing Works, for the valuable assistance that be rendered me while

the volume was passing through the press.

H. OSKAR SOMMER.

British Museum, London,

March iS8q.
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[Cayton's preface]

HFter

that I had accomplyffhed and fynyffhed dyuers

hyftoryes as vvel of contemplacyon as of other hyflo-

ryal and worldly actes of grete conquerours & pryn-

ces / And alfo certeyn bookes of enfaumples and doctryne /

Many noble and dyuers gentylmen of thys royame of Eng- 5

lond camen and demaunded me many and oftymes /
wherfore

that I haue not do made & enprynte the noble hyftorye of the

faynt greal / and of the mooft renomed cryfben kyng / Fyrft

and chyef of the thre beft cryften and worthy / kyng Arthur /

whyche ought mooft to be remembred emonge vs englyffhe lo

men tofore al other cryften kynges / For it is notoyrly knowen

thorugh the vnyuerfal world /
that there been ix worthy & the

beft that euer were / That is to wete thre paynyms / thre lewes

and thre cryften men / As for the paynyms they were tofore the

Incarnacyon of Cryft / whiche were named / the fyrft Hector 15

of Troye / of whome thyftorye is comen bothe in balade and

in profe / The fecond Alyfaunder the grete / & the thyrd lulyus

Cezar Emperour of Rome of whome thyftoryes ben wel kno

and had
/ And as for the thre lewes whyche alfo were tofore

thyncarnacyon of our lord of whome the fyrft was Due lo- 20

fue whyche brought the chyldren of Ifrahel in to the londe of

byhefte /
The fecond Dauyd kyng of Iherufalem / & the thyrd

ludas Machabeus of thefe thre the byble reherceth al theyr no-

ble hyftoryes & actes / And fythe the fayd Incarnacyon haue

ben thre noble cryften men ftalled and admytted thorugh the 25

vnyuerfal world in to the nombre of the ix befte & worthy / of

whome was fyrft the noble Arthur / whos noble actes I pur-

pofe to wryte in thys prefent book here folowyng /
The fecond

was Charlemayn or Charles the grete /
of whome thyftorye is

had in many places bothe in frenfflie and englyfthe / and the 3°

thyrd and laft was Godefray of boloyn /
of whos actes & lyf

I made a book vnto thexcellent prynce and kyng ot noble me-

morye kyng Edward the fourth / the fayd noble lentylmen

Inftantly requyred me temprynte thyftorye of the fayd noble

kyng and conquerour kyng Arthur / and of his knyghtes 35

wyth thyftorye of the faynt greal /
and of the deth and endyng

of the fayd Arthur / Affermyng that I ou3t rather tenprynte

his actes and noble feates / than of godefroye of boloyne / or

[leaf i] A ij
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ony the other cyght / confyderyng that he was a man borne

wytliin tliis rojame and kyng and Emperour of the fame /

And that there ben in frenOhc dyiiers and many noble volu-

mes of his actes / and alfo of his knyghtes / To whome I

5 anfwerd / that dyuers men holde oppynyon / that there was

no fuche Arthur /
and that alle fuche bookes as been maad of

hym /
ben fayned and fables

j by caufe that fomme crony-

cles make of hym no mencyon ne remembre hym noo thyngc

nc of his knyghtes / wherto they anfwerd / and one in fpccyal

10 fayd /
that in hjm tliat ihold fay or thynke / that there was ne-

uer fuche a kynge eallyd Arthur
/ myght wel be aretted grete

folye and blyndeneffe / For he fayd that there were many euy-

dences of the contrarye / Fyrfl ye may fee his fepulture in the

monaflerye of Glaftyngburye /
And alfo in polycronycon in

IS the V book the fyxte chappytre /
and in the feucnth book the

xxiij chappytre / where his body was buryed and after foun-

den and tranflated in to the fayd monaflerye / ye flial fe alfo

in thyftorye of bochas in his book de cafu principum / parte of

his noble actes / and alfo of his falle
/

Alfo galfrydus in

20 his brutyfflie book recounteth his lyf /
and in dyuers places

of Englond / many remembraunces ben yet of hym and fliall

remayne perpetually / and alfo of his knyghtes / Fyrft in the

abbey of weftmeflre at faynt Edwardes fliryne remayneth the

prynte of his feal in reed Waxe clofed in beryll / In whych is

25 wryton Patricius Arthurus / Britannic
/

Gallic / Germanic
/

dacie / Imperator / Item in the caftel of doner ye may fee Gau-

wayns (kulle / & Cradoks mantle . At wynchefter the rounde

table / in other places Launcclottcs fwerde and many other

thynges / Thenne al thefe thynges confydered there can no man

30 refonably gaynfaye but there was a kyng of thys lande na-

med Arthur / For in al places cryften and hethen he is re-

puted and taken for one of the ix worthy /
And the fyrft of

the thre Cryfben men / And alfo he is more fpoken of beyonde
the fee moo boookes made of his noble actes than there be in

iS englond as wel in duche ytalyen fpaynyffhe and grekyfflie as

in frenffhe / And yet of record remayne in wytneffe of hym in

wales in the toune of Camelot the grete ftones & meruayl-
lous werkys of yron lyeng vnder the grounde & ryal vautes

[leaf I verso]
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which dyuers now lyuyng hath feen / wherfor it is a meruayl

why he is nomore renomed in his owne contreye / fauf onelye

it accordeth to the worde of god / whyche fayth that no man is

accept for a prophete in his owne contreye /
Theiie al thefe thyn-

ges forfayd aledged I coude not wel denye / but that there was s

fuche a noble kyng named arthur / and reputed one of the ix

Worthy / & fyrft & chyef of the criften men
/
& many noble volu-

mes be made of hym & of his noble kny3tes in frenfflie which

I haue feen & redde beyonde the fee /
which been not had in our

maternal tongue / but in walflTie ben many & alfo in frenffhe
/

lo

& fomme in englyfflie but no wher nygh alle /
wherfore fuche as

haue late ben drawen oute bryefly in to englyfflie / I haue after

the fymple connynge that god hath fente to me / vnder the

fauour and corre6lyon of al noble lordes and gentylmen en-

pryfed to enprynte a book of the noble hyfloryes of the fayd 15

kynge Arthur / and of certeyn of his knyghtes after a copye

vnto me delyuerd / whyche copye Syr Thomas Malorye dyd
take oute of certeyn bookes of frenfflie and reduced it in to

Englyfflie /
And I accordyng to my copye haue doon fette it

in enprynte / to the entente that noble men may fee and lerne 20

the noble actes of chyualrye /
the lentyl and vertuous dedes

that fomme knyghtes vfed in tho dayes / by whyche they came

to honour
/ and how they that were vycious were punyfflied

and ofte put to fliamc and rebuke / humbly byfechyng al no-

ble lordes and ladyes wyth al other eflates of what eftate 25

or degree they been of
/ that flial fee and rede in this fayd book

and werke / that they take the good and honeft aftes in their

remembraunce /
and to folowe the fame / Wherin they flialle

fynde many loyous and playfaunt hyftoryes / and noble &
renomed a6les of humanyte / gentylneffe and chyualryes / 30

For herein may be feen noble chyualrye / Curtofye / Humanyte /

frendlyneffe / hardyneffe / loue / frendfliyp / Cowardyfc /
Mur-

dre
/ hate / vertue

/
and fynne / Doo after the good and leue

the euyl /
and it flial brynge you to good fame and renom-

mee / And for to paffe the tyme thys boook flial be plefaunte J5

to rede in
/ but for to gyue fayth and byleue that al is trewe

that is conteyned herin / ye be at your lyberte / but al is wry-

ton for our doflryne / and for to beware that we falle not to

[leaf 2] iij
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vyce ne fynnc / but tcxcrfyfe and folowc vcrtu / by whyche we

may come and attcyne to good fame and rcnomme in thys

lyf / and after thys lliorte and tranfytorye lyf to come vnto

cucrlaflyng blyffe in heucii / the whyche he graunte vs that

5 reygneth in heuen the bleffyd Trynyte Amen /

^^^0 Henne to procede forth in thys fayd book / whyche I

/ \ dyrccte vnto alle noble prynces /
lordes and ladyes /

^^1^ gentylmen or gentylwymmen that defyre to rede or here

redde of the noble and loyous hyftorye of the grete conque-

10 rour and excellent kyng . Kyng Arthur / fomtyme kyng of

thys noble royalme / thenne callyd brytaygne / I wyllyam

Caxton fymple perfone prefent thys book folowyng / Whyche I

haue enpryfed tenprynte / And treateth of the noble actes /
fe-

ates of armes of chyualrye / proweffe / hardyneffe / humanyte

15 loue / curtofye / and veray gentylneffe / wyth many wonder-

ful hyftoryes and adventures / And for to vnderftonde bry-

efly the contente of thys volume / I haue deuyded it in to xxj

bookes / and euery book chapytred as here after flial by god-

des grace folowe / The fyrfh book flial treate how Vtherpen-

20 dragon gate the noble conquerour kyng Arthur and contey-

neth xxviij chappytres / The fccond book treateth of Balyn

the noble knyght and conteyneth xix chapytres / The thyrd

book treateth of the maryage of kyng Arthur to quene gue-

neuer wyth other maters and conteyneth fyftene chappytres /

25 The fourth book how Merlyn was affotted / and of warre

maad to kyng Arthur / and conteyneth xxix chappytres /

The fyfthe book treateth of the conquefte of Lucius themperour

and conteyneth xij chappytres /
The fyxthe book treateth of

Syr Launcelot and fyr Lyonel and meruayllous adventu-

jo res and conteyneth xviij chapytres / The feuenth book treateth

of a noble knyght called fyr Gareth and named by fyr kaye

Beaumayns and conteyneth xxxvj chapytres / The eyght

book treateth of the byrthe of Syr Tryftram the noble knyght
and of hys actes / and conteyneth xlj chapytres /

35 The ix book treateth of a knyght named by Syr kaye le cote

male taylle and alfo of Syr Tryftram and conteyneth xliiij

[leaf 1 verso]
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chapytres /
The x book treateth of fyr Tryftram & other mer-

uayllous adventures and conteyneth Ixxxviij chappytres /

The xj book treateth of fyr Launcelot and fyr Galahad and

conteyneth xiiij chappytres / The xij book treateth of fyr Laun-

celot and his madneffe and conteyneth xiiij chappytres / The ^

xiij book treateth how galahad came fyrft to kyng Arthurs

courte and the queft how the fangreall was begonne and con-

teyneth XX Chapytres / The xiiij boook treateth of the quefte

of the fangreal & conteyneth x chapytres / The xv book treateth

of fyr launcelot & conteyneth vj chapytres / The xvj book trea- lo

teth of Syr Bors & fyr Lyonel his brother and conteyneth

xvij chapytres / The xvij book treateth of the fangreal and

conteyneth xxiij chapytres / The xviij book treateth of Syr
Launcelot and the quene and conteyneth xxv chapytres / The

xix book treateth of quene Gueneuer and Launcelot and con- 15

teyneth xiij chapytres / The xx book treateth of the pyetous

deth of Arthur and conteyneth xxij chapytres / The xxj book

treateth of his laft departyng / and how fyr Launcelot came

to reuenge his dethe and conteyneth xiij chapytres /
The fomme

is xxj bookes whyche conteyne the fomme of v hondred & vij
20

chapytres / as more playnly flial folowe herafter /

iiij
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Fyrft how vtherpendragon feiitc for the duke of cornewayl &

Igrayne his wyf & of their departyng fodeynly ageyn ca prime
How Vtherpendragon made warre on the duke of cornewayl

and how b}- the moyane of Merlyn he laye by the ducheffe &

5 gate Arthur Capitulo ij

Of the byrthe of kyng arthur and of his nouryture / & of the

deth of kyng vtherpendragon / and how Arthur was chofen

kyng and of wondres and meruaylles of a fwerde taken out

of a ftone by the fayd Arthur capitulo iij iiij & v

lo How kyng arthur pulled oute the fwerde dyuers tymes vj

How kyng arthur was crowned & how he made offycers vij

How kyng Arthur helde in wales at a pentecoft a grete feest

and what kynges and lordes came to his fefle viij

Of the fyrft warre that kyng Arthur had and how he wanne

IS the felde Capitulo ix

How Merlyn counceylled kyng arthur to fende for kyng ban

& kyng bors & of theyr counceyl taken for the warre x

Of a grete tornoye made by kynge arthur & the
ij kynges ban

and bors and how they wente ouer the fee Capitulo xj

20 How xj kynges gadred a grete hooft ayenft kyng Arthur xij

Of a dreme of the kyng wyth the hondred knyghtes xiij

How the xj kynges wyth theyr hooft fought ayenst arthur &
his hooft and many grete feates of the warre capitulo xiiij

Yet of the fame batayll Capitulo xv

25 Yet more of the faid batayl & how it was ended by merlyn xvij

How Kyng Arthur kyng ban & kyng bors refcowed Kyng
Leodegraunce and other Incydentes xviij

How Kyng arthur rode to Garlyon and of his dreme j & how

he fawe the queftyng beeft capitulo xix

30 How kyng Pellynore took arthurs hors & folowed the ques-

tyng beeft and how Merlyn mette wyth Arthur xx

How vlfyus apeched quene Igrayne Arthurs moder of trea-

fon / and how a knyght came and defyred to haue the deth of

hys mayfler reuengyd capitulo xxj

35 How gryflet was made knyght & lusted with a kiiy3t xxij
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How xij knyghtes came from Rome & axed truage for thj-s

londe of arthur / and how arthur faught wyth a Knyght xxiij

How Merlyn faued Arthurs lyf & threwe an enchauntement

vpon Kyng Pellynore and made hym to (lepe xxiiij

How Arthur by the meane of Merlyn gate Excalybur hys 5

fwerde of the lady of the lake Capitulo xxv

How tydynges cam to arthur that kyng ryons had oucrcome

xj kynges & how he defyred arthus berde to purfyl his mantel

Capitulo xxvij ^ How al the chyldren were fente fore / that

were borne on may day . & how Mordred was faued xxviij 10

fl XTbc teconC) booli

Of a damoyfel whyche came gyrde wyth a fwerde for to fynde

a man of fuche vertue to drawe it cute of the fcabard ca primo
How balen arayed lyke a poure Knyght pulled out the fwerde

whyche afterward was caufe of his deth capitulo ij

How the lady of the lake demaunded the Kny3tes heed that 15

had wonne the fwerde / or the maydens hede iij

How merlyn tolde thaduenture of this damoyfel capitulo iiij

How balyn was purfyewed by fyr Launceor Knyght of Ire-

londe
/ and how he Lifted and flcwe hym v

How a damoyfel whiche was loue to Launceor flewe hyr felf 20

for loue / and how balyn mette wyth his brother balan vj

How a dwarfc reprcuyd Balyn for the deth of Launceor / &
how Kyng Marke of Cornewayl founde them and maad a

tombe ouer them capitulo vij

How Merl)-n prophccyed that two the beft Knyghtes of the 25

world fliold fyght there / whyche were Syr Launcelot and

fyr Tryftram Capitulo viij

How balyn and his broder by the counceyl of Merlyn toke

Kyng ryons and brought hym to Kyng Arthur ix

How Kyng arthur had a bataylle ayenft Nero and Kyng 30

loth of orkeney / and how Kyng loth was deccyued by merlyn
and how xij Kynges were flayne capitulo x
Of the entyerement of xij Kynges /

& of the prophecye of mer-

lyn / how balyn fliold gyue the dolorous ftroke xj
How a forouful kny5t cam tofore arthur & how balyn fet hym 35

& how that Knyght was (layn by a Knyght Inuyfyble xij

How balyn & the damoyfel mette wyth a Knyght whych was
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in lyke wyfc flayn / & how the damoyfcl blcddc for the cuflom

of a cartel Capitulo xiij

Ho balyii mcttc wyth that knyght named garlon at a fcefl &
there he flewe hym to haue his blood

/
to hcle therwith the fone

5 of his hoofl Capitulo xiiij

How Balyn fought wyth kyng Pelham
/ & how his fwerde

brake / and how he gate a fpere wherewyth he fmote the dolo-

rous ftrokc capitulo xv

How balyn was delyuerd by Merlyn / and fauyd a knyght
10 that wold haue flayn hym felf for loue capitulo xvj

How that knyght flewe his loue & a knyght lyeng by hyr / &
after how he flewe hym felf wyth his owne fwerde

/
& how ba-

lyn rode toward a caftel where he loft his lyf Capitulo xvij

How balyn mette wyth his brother balen & how eche of theym

15 flewe other vnknowen tyl they were wounded to deth xviij

How merlyn buryed hem bothe in one tobe / & of balyns fvverd

capitulo xix fj ibtce foloweu tbe cbap^tres of tbe tbgrb booft

How kyng arthur took a wyf and wedded gueneuer dough-
ter to leodegran kyng of the londe of Camelerd wyth whome

20 he had the rounde table Capitulo primo
How the knyghtes of the rounde table were ordeyned & theyr

fyeges bleffyd by the byffliop of caunterburye capitulo ij

How a poure man rydyng vpon a lene mare / and defyred of

kyng Arthur to make his fone knyght Capitulo iij

25 How fyr Tor was knowen for fone of kyng Pellynore / and

how Gawayn was made knyght capitulo iiij

How atte fefte of the Weddyng of kyng arthur to gueneuer
a Whyte herte came in to the halle & thyrty couple houndes / &
how a brachet pynched the herte whiche was taken awaye v

30 How fyr Gawayn rode for to fetche ageyn the herte / & how ij

brethern fought eche ageynft other for the herte Capitulo vj

How the herte was chaced in to a caftel and there flayn / and

how Gauwayn flewe a lady Capitulo vij

How
iiij kny3tes faught ayenft fir gawayn & gaheryfe & how

35 they were ouercom & her lyues faued atte requeft of
iiij ladyes

capitulo viij ^ How fyr Tor rode after the knyght wyth the

brachet & of his aduenture by the waye capitulo ix

How fyr Tor fonde the brachet wyth a lady / & how a knyght
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affaylled hym for the fayd brachet capitulo x

How syr Tor ouercame the knyght / and how he lofth ys heed

at the requefte of a lady capitulo xj

How kyng pellenore rode after the lady and the knyght that

ladde her awaye / & how a lady defyred helpe of hym and how 5

he faught wyth ij knyghtes for that lady of whome he flewe

that one at the fyrft ftroke capitulo xij

How kyng Pellynore gate the lady & brought hyr to Came-

lot to the courte of kyng arthur capitulo xiij

How on the waye he herde two knyghtes as he laye by nyght 'o

in a valeye & of other aduentures capitulo xiiij

How whan he was comen to Camelot he was fworne vpon a

book to telle the trouthe of his quefte capitulo xv

C "ifjcre folowen tbe cbapinres of tbc fourtb book
How merlyn was affotted & dooted on one of the ladyes of

the lake
/ and how he was fliytte in a roche vnder a ftone and 15

there deyed capitulo primo
How V kynges came in to this londe to warre ayenft kyng Ar-

thur
/ & what counceyl arthur had ayenft them capitulo ij

How kyng arthur had adoo with them & ouerthrewe them &
flewe the v kynges & made the remenaunte to flee

iij
20

How the batayl was fynyfflied or he came / & how the kyng
founded an abbay where the batayl was capitulo iiij

How fyr Tor was made knyght of the rounde table and how

badgemagus was dyfpleafed capitulo v

How kyng Arthur / kyng Vryens & Syr Accolon of gaule 25

chaced an hert & of theyr meruayllous aduenture vj

How Arthur took vpon hym to fyght to be delyuerd oute of

pryfon / & alfo for to delyuer twenty knyghtes that were in

pryfon Capitulo vij

How accollon fonde hym felf by a welle / & he toke vpon hym 30

to doo bataylle ayenft Arthur capitulo viij

Of the bataylle bytwene kyng Arthur & Accolon ix

How kyng arthurs fwerde that he faught wyth brake / & how
he recouerd of accolon his owne fwerde excalibur and ouer-

came his enemye Capitulo x 35

How accolon confeffyd the treafon of Morgan le fay Kyng
arthurs fyfter & how fhe wold haue doon flee hym ca xj
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How Aitlun- accorded the two brcthern
/

and delyucrd the xx

knj-ghtes / & how fyr Accolons dcycd capitulo xij

How Morgan wold haue flayn fyr vryens hyr hufbond / &
how f)T Ewa)-ii hir fonc failed hym Capitulo xiij

5 How queue Morgan le fay made grete forowe for the deth of

accolon / & how fine ftale awaye the fcawbard fro arthur xiiij

How Morgan le fay faued a knyght that fliold haue be drow-

ned / & how kyng Arthur retorncd home ageyn capitulo xv

How the damo>fel of the lake faued Kynge Arthur from a

10 mantel which fliold haue brentc hym capitulo xvj

How fyr Gawayn & fyr Evvayn mette with xij fayr damoy-

felles / & how they compleyned on fyr Marhaus ca xvij

How fyr Marhaws lufted with f>'r Gawayn & fyr Ewayn
and ouerthrewe them bothe capitulo xviij and xix

15 How fyr Marhaus fyr Gawayn & fyr Ewayn mette the da-

moyfelles & eche of them toke one capitulo xx

How a knyght & a dwarf ftroof for a lady capitulo xxj

How kyng Pelleas fuffred hym felf to be taken pryfoner by

caufe he wolde haue a fyght of his lady / & how fyr Gawayn
20 promyfed hym for to gete to hym the loue of his lady xxij

How fyr Gawayn came to the lady Ettard and laye by hyr

& how fyr Pelleas fonde them flepyng capitulo xxiij

How fyr Pelleas loued nomore ettard by the moyan of the

damoyfel of the lake whome he loued euer after ca xxiiij

25 How fyr marhaus rode with the damoyfel and how he came to

the duke of the fouth marchis Capitulo xxv

How fyr Marhaus faught wyth the duke and his vj fones

and made them to yelde them capitulo xxvj

How fyr Ewayn rode wyth the damoyfel of Ix yere of age / &

30 how he gate the prys at tornoyeng capitulo xxvij

How fyr Ewayn fau3t with
ij knyjites & ouercam hem xxviij

How at the yercs ende alle thre knyghtes wyth theyr thre da-

moyfelles metten at the fontayne capitulo xxix

C ®t tbe fgftbe booh tbe cbapstres folowen

How xij aged Ambaffyatours of rome came to kyng Arthur

35 to demaunde truage for brytayne capitulo primo

How the kynges and lordes promyfed to kyng Arthur ayde

and helpe ageynft the Romayns capitulo 'J
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How kyng Arthur helde a parlement at yoike & how he ordc}'-

ned how the royame fliold be gouerned in his abfcence
iij

How kyng Arthur beyng fliypped & lyeng in his caban had

a meruayllous dreme / & of thexpofycion therof capitulo iiij

How a man of the contreye tolde to hym of a meruayllous ge- 5

aunte /
& how he faught & conquerd hym Capitulo v

How kyng Arthur fente fyr gawayn & other to lucius / & how

they were affaylled & efcaped wyth worfliyp Capitulo vj

How Lucius fente certeyn efpyes in a buffliement for to haue

taken hys knyghtes beyng pryfonners / and how they were >o

letted capitulo vij

How a fenatour tolde to Lucius of their dyfcomfyture / & alfo

of the grete batayl betvvene Arthur & Lucius capitulo viij

How Arthur after he had achyeued the batayl ayenft the Ro-

mayns entred in to almayn & fo in to ytalye Capitulo ix 15

Of a bataylle doon by Gauvvayn ayenft a farafyn / whichc af-

ter was yelden & became cryften Capitulo x

How the Sarafyns came oute of a wode for to refcowe theyr

beeflys / and of a grete bataylle Capitulo xj

How fyr Gauvvayn retorned to kyng Arthur wyth his prj'- 20

foners /
And how the kyng wanne a Cyte /

and how he was

crowned emperour capitulo xij

C f?ere folowen tbe cbappvtres of tf3C vj booft

How fyr Launcelot and fyr Lyonel departed fro the courte

for to feek auentures /
and how fyr Lyonel lefte hym flepyng

and was taken Capitulo primo 25

How fyr E6tor folowed for to feek fyr Launcelot / & how he

was taken by fyr Turquyne Capitulo ij

How
iiij quenes fonde Launcelot flepyng /

& how by enchaun-

tement he was taken & ledde in to a caftel capitulo iij

How fyr Lancelot was deliuerd by the meane of a damofel iiij 3°

How a knyght founde fyr Launcelot lyeng in his lemmans

bedde / & how fyr Launcelot faught with the knyght ca v

How flr Launcelot was receyued of kyng bagdemagus dough-
ter

/ & he made his complaynte to hir fader Capitulo vj

How fyr Launcelot byhaued hym in a tournement / & how he 35

mette wyth fyr Turquyn ledyng fyr Gaheris capitulo vij

How fyr Launcelot & fy Turquyn faught to gyders ca viij
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How fyr Tiirquyn was flayn / & how fyr Launcelot bad fyr

gaheris delyuer al the pryfoners capitulo ix

How fyr Launcelot rode with the damoyfel & flewc a knyght
that diltrcfTid al ladyes / & alfo a vylayn y kept a bridge x

5 How fyr launcelot flewe
ij geauntes & made a caflel free xj

How fyr Launcelot rode dyfguyfcd in Syr kayes harnoys / &
how he fmote doun a knyght Capitulo xij

How fyr Launcelot lufted aycnft four kny3tes of the rounde

table and ouerthrewe thcym capitulo xiij

«o How fyr Launcelot folowed a brachet in to a caflel where he

fonde a dede knyght & how he after was requyred of a damoy-
fel to hele hir brother capitulo xiiij

How fir Launcelot cam in to the chapel peryllous & gate there

of a dede corps a pyece of the cloth & a fwerde capitulo xv

15 How fyr Launcelot at the requeft of a lady recouerd a fawcon

by whiche he was deceyued capitulo xvj

How fyr Launcelot ouertoke a knyght which chafed hys wyf
to haue fleyn hyr / & how he fayd to hym capitulo xvij

How fyr Launcelot came to kyng arthurs court / & how there

20 were recounted al his noble feates & actes capitulo xviij

C 1f3sre folovven tbe cbapp^tres of tbe feuentb boook
How beaumayns came to kyng arthurs courte & demaunded

thre petycyons of kyng Arthur Capitulo primo
How fyr Launcelot & fyr Gauwayn were wroth by caufe fyr

kaye mocqued beaumayns / & of a damoyfel whyche defyred

25 a knyght to fyght for a lady Capitulo ij

How beawmayns defyred the batayl / & how it was graunted

to hym / & how he defyred to be made kny5t of fir Launcelot
iij

How beaumayns departed & how he gate of fyr Kaye a fpere

and a flielde / and how he lufled and faughte wyth Syr

3° Launcelot Capitulo liij

How beaumayns tolde to fyr Launcelot his name and how he

was dubbed knyght of Syr Launcelot / and after ouertooke

the damoyfel Capitulo v

How beaumayns fought & flewe ij knyghtes at a paffage vj

35 How beaumayns faught with the knyght of the blacke laun-

des / & faught with hym tyl he fyl doun & deyed capitulo vij

How the brother of the knyght that was flayn mette wyth
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beaumayns / & fau3t with beaumayns tyl he wos yelden viij

How the damoyfel euer rebuked beaumayns / & wold not fuf-

fre hym to fyt at hir table / but callyd hym kychyn boye ix

How the iij brother callyd the rede knyght lufted ,& faughte

ayenfl beaumayns / & how beaumayns ouercame hym ca x 5

How fyr beaumayns fuffred grete rebukes of the damoyfel / &
he fuffred it pacyently capitulo xj

How beaumayns faughte wyth Syr Perfaunt of ynde / and

made hym to be yelden capitulo xij

Of the godelye comynycacyon bytwene fyr Perfaunt & beau- 10

mayns / & how he tolde hym that his name was fyr gareth xiij

How the lady that was byfyeged had vvorde fro hyr fyfter

how flie had brought a knyght to fyght for hyr / and what

bataylles he had achyeued Capitulo xiiij

How the damoyfel & beaumayns came to the fyege / & came to 15

a Sykamor tree / & there beaumayns blewe an home / & thenne

the kny5t of the rede laundes cam to fyght wyth hym ca xv

How the two knyghtes mette to gyders and of their talkyng

and how they began theyr batay! Capitulo xvj

How after longe fyghtyng beaumayns ouercame the knyght 20

& wold haue flayn hym /
but atte requeft of the lordes he fa-

ued his lyf & made hym to yelde hym to the lady cap" xvij

How the kny3t yelded hym / & how beaumayns made hym to

goo vnto kyng arthurs court & to crye fir lancelot mercy xviij

How Beaumayns came to the lady . & whan he came to the 25

caftel / the yates were clofed ageynft hym / & of the wordes that

the lady fayd to hym Capitulo xix

How fyr beaumayns rode after to recfowe his dwarfe / and

came in to the caftel where he was capitulo xx

How fyr gareth otherwyfe callyd beaumayns cam to p' prefence 30

of his lady & how they toke acqueyntance /
& of their loue xxj

How at nyght cam an armed knyght & faught with fir gareth

& he fore hurt in the thyghe fmote of the knyghtes heed ca xxij

How the fayd knyght came ageyn the next nyght & was be-

heded ageyn / & how at the fefte of pentecoft al the kny3tes that 35

fyr gareth had ouercome cam & yelded hem to kyng arthur xxiij

How kyng Arthur pardoned them / and demaunded of them

where fyr Gareth was Capitulo xxiiij

[leaf 7J



Ziibli <(j L '4 J [flwtcntB

How the queue of Oikency came to this feflc of pentecofte / &
fir gawayn & his brctheni cam to afkc liir bleffyng xxv xxvj

How kyng Arthur fente for the lady Lyoiias / & how flic Icte

crye a tournoye at hir caftcl / where as came many knyghtes

S Capitulo xxvij

How kyng Arthur wente to the tornoymcnt with his knygh-

tes / and how the lady receyued hym worfliypfully /
& how

the knyghtes encountred Capitulo xxviij

How the knj'ghtes bare them in the batayl capitulo xxix

10 Yet of the fayd tornoyment capitulo xxx

How fyr Gareth was efpyed by the herowdes / and how he

efcapcd oute of the felde capitulo xxxj
How fyr Gareth came to a cartel where he was wel lodged &
he lufled with a knyght & flewe hym Capitulo xxxij

IS How fyr Gareth fought wyth a knyght that helde within his

caftel xxx ladyes & how he flewe hym capitulo xxxiij

How fyr gawayn & fyr Gareth fought eche ayenft other / and

how they knewe eche other by the damoyfel Lynet ca xxxiiij

How fyr Gareth knowleched that they loued eche other to

20 kyng Arthur /
& of thappoyntement of their weddyng xxxv

Of the grete ryaltc & what offycers were made at the fefte of

the weddyng & of the luftes at the fecfl Capitulo xxxvj

C Ibcre folowen tbc cbappytres of tbe c^sQht book

How fyr Tryftram dc Lyoncs was borne and how his moder

deyed at his byrthe /
wherfore flie named hym Triftram primo

-25 How the ftepmoder of fyr Tryftram had ordeyned poyfon for

to haue poyfened fyr Tryftram Capitulo ij

How Syr Tryftram was fente in to Fraunce and had one

to gouerne hym named Gouernayle / and how he lernyd to

harpe / hawke and hunte capitulo iij

30 How fyr Marhaus came out of Irelonde for to afke trewage
of Cornewayle or ellys he wold fyght therefor capitulo iiij

How Tryftram enterpryfed the batayllc to fyght for the trew-

age of Cornwayl / & how he was made knyght Capitulo v

How Syr Tryftram arryued in to the Ilond for to furnyfflie

35 the batayllc wyth fyr Marhaus Capitulo vj

hoow fyr Triftram faught ayenft Syr Marhaus & achycued
his batayl / & how fyr Marhaus fledde to his fhyppe ca vij
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How Syr Marhaus after that he was arryued in Irelonde

dyed of the flroke that fyr Tryflram had gyuen to hyin /
and

how Tryftrani was hurte capitulo viij

How fyr Tryftram was put to the kepyng of la bele yfoudc

fyrfl for to be helyd of hys wounde Capitulo ix 5

How fyr Tryftram wanne the degree at a tornoyment in Ire-

londe
/
& there made palomydes to here no harnoys in a yere x

How the quene efpyed that fyr Triftram had flayn hir broder

fyr Marhaus by his fwerde & in what leopardye he was xj

How Syr Tryftram departed fro the kyng & la bele Ifoude out 10

of Irelonde for to come in to cornewayl capitulo xij

How fyr Tryftram and Kyng Marke hurted eche other for

the loue of a knyghtes wyf capitulo xiij

How fyr Tryftram laye wyth the lady . and how her hufbond

faught wyth fyr Tryflram Capitulo xiiij 15

How fyr blcoberis demaunded the fayreft lady in kyng marks

court whom he toke awaye & how he was fou3ten with xv

How fyr Tryflram faught wyth two knyghtes of the rounde

table capitulo xvj

How Syr tri Ileum faught with fyr bleoberis for a lady / and 20

how the lady was put to choyfe to whome (he wold goo xvij

How the lady forfoke fyr trillram & abode with Syr bleoberis

and how flie defyred to goo to hyr hufbond ca xviij

How kyng mark fent fyr tryftram for la bele Ifoude toward

Irelond & how by fortune he arryued in to englond xix 25

How kyng Anguyfflie of Irelonde was fomoned to come to

Kyng Arthurs courte for treafon Capitulo xx
How fyr Tryftram refcowed a chylde fro a knyght / and how

gouernayle tolde hym of Kyng Anguyffhe ca xxj
How fyr tryftram faught for fyr anguyfflie & ouercame hys 30

aduerfarye & how his aduerfarye wold neuer yelde hym xxij

How fyr blamor defyred tryftram to flee hym / & how fyr trif-

tram fpared hym & how they took appoyntement xxiij

How fyr triftram demaunded la bele Ifoude for kynge mark &
how fyr tryftram & Ifoude dronken the loue drynke xxiiij jj

How fyr Triftram & Ifoude were in pryfon / & how he faughte
for hir beaute / & fmote of another ladyes hede capitulo xxv
How fyr Tryftram faught wyth fyr breunor

/
and atte lafte
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fmote of his hcde Capitulo xxvj

How fyr galahad faught wyth fyr Triflram / & how fyr trlf-

tram ycltlcd hym & promyfcd to felaufliyp with lancelot xxvij

How fyr Launcelot mettc with fyr Carados beryng awaye fir

5 gawayn / & of the rcfcows of fyr Gawayn Capitulo xxviij

Of the weddyng of Kyng Marke to la bcle Ifoude / and of

brangwayn hyr mayde and of Palamydes xxix

How Palamydes demaunded quene Ifoude / & how lambegus

rode after to refcowe hyr /
and of thefcape of Ifoude xxx

lo How fyr Tryftram rode after Palamydes and how he fonde

hym and faught wyth hym /
and by the moyne of Ifoude the

batayl feced Capitulo xxxj
How fyr Tryftram brought quene Ifoude home / and of the de-

bate of kyng Marke and Syr Tryftram capitulo xxxij

15 How fyr Lamerok lufted wyth xxx knyghtes /
& fyr Trif-

tram atte requefte of kyng mark fmote his hors doun xxxiij

How fyr Lamerok fente an home to kyng Marke in defpyte

of fyr Tryftram / And how fyr Tryftram was dryuen in to

a chapel capitulo xxxiiij

20 How Syr triflram was holpen by his men
/ & of quene Ifoude

which was put in lazaroote /
& how triftra was hurt xxxv

How fyr Tryftram ferued in warre the kyng howel of bry-

tayn and flewe hys aduerfarye in the felde xxxvj

How fyr Suppynabyles tolde fyr Tryftram how he was deffa-

25 med in the courte of kyng Arthur /
& of fyr lamerok xxxvij

How fyr Tryftram and his wyf arryued in wales and how

he mette there wyth fyr Lamerok Capitulo xxxviij

How fyr Tryftram faught wyth Syr Nabon / and ouercame

hym /
and made fyr Lamerok lord of the yle xxxix

30 How fyr Lamerok departed fro fyr Tryftram / & how he mette

wyth fyr frolle and after wyth fyr Launcelot capitulo xl

How fyr Lamerok flewe fyr frolle / and of the curtoyfe fygh-

tyng wyth fyr belleaunce hys brother Capitulo xlj

C ticvc folowen tbe cbap^tres ot tbe Ij Bool?

How a yonge man came in to the courte of kyng arthur / and

35 how fyr Kaye called hym in fcorne la cote male tayle primo

How a damoyfel came in to the courte & defyred a knyght to

take on hym an enqueft which la cote male tayle emprifed ij
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How le cote male tayle ouerthrewe fyr Dagonet the Kynges
fole /

and of the rebuke that he had of the damoyfel ca iij

How le cote male tayle fought ayenft an liondred knyghtes /
&

how he effcaped by the meane of a lady Capitulo iiij

How fyr Launcelot cam to the courte and herde of la cote male 5

tayle / and how he folowed after hym / and how la cote male

tayle was pryfoner Capitulo v

How fyr Launcelot faught wyth vj knyghtes / & after wyth

fyr bryan / and how he delyuerd the pryfonners vj

How fyr Launcelot mette wyth the damoyfel named maledy- lo

faunt / and named hyr the damoyfel bien penfaunt vij

How le cote male tajHe was taken pryfoner / & after refcowed

by fyr launcelot
/
& how fyr launcelot ouercam iiij

brethern viij

How Syr Launcelot maad le cote mayle lord of the caftel of

Pendragon & after was made knyght of the rounde table ix 15

How la bele Ifoude fente letters to fyr Tryftram by hir mayde

brangwayn and of dyuers auentures of fyr Tryftram x

How fyr Triftram mette with fyr lamerok de gales / and how

they faught & after accorded neuer to fyght to gyders xj

How fyr palomydes folowed the queftyng beeft & fmote doun 20

fyr Tryftram and fyr Lamerock wyth one fpere Capitulo xij

How fyr lamerok mette wyth fyr Melleagaunce /
& faught to

gydre for the beaulte of dame Gueneuer capitulo xiiij

How Syr Kaye mette wyth Syr Tryftram / and after of the

fliame spoken of the knyghtes of Cornewayl /
and how they 25

lusted capitulo xv

How Kyng Arthur was brought in to the foreft peryllous /
&

how fyr Tryftram faued his lyf capitulo xvj

How fyr Tryftram came to la bele Ifoude
/ & how kehydyous

began to loue bele Ifoude & of a letter that triftram fonde xvij 30

How fyr Triftram departed fro tyntagyl & how he forowed &
was fo longc in a foreft tyl he was out of his mynde xviij

How fyr Tryftram fowfed dagonet in a welle
/
& how Pala-

mydes fente a damoyfel to feche Tryftram /
and how palamydes

mette wyth Kyng Mark capitulo xix 35

How it was noyfed how fyr Tryftram was dede and how la

bele Ifoude wolde haue flayn hyr felf capitulo xx
How kyng Mark fonde fyr Tryftram naked and made hym
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to be borne home to tyntagj'l and how he was there knowen by

a brachct capitulo xxj

I low Kyng Markc by thauys of his counccyl bannyffhed

fyr Tryftram oute of Cornewayl the terme of x yere xxij

S How a damoyfel fou5ght hclpe to hclpe fir laucelot ayenft xxx

knyghtes / & how fyr tryftram faught with them ca xxiij

How fyr Tryftram & fyr Launcclot came to a lodgynge where

they mufl lufte wyth two knyghtes capitulo xxiiij

How fyr Tryftram lufted wyth fyr Kaye and fyr Sagramor
10 le dcfyrous / and how fyr Gavvayn torned Syr Tryftram fro

Morgan le fay Capitulo xxv

How fyr Tryftram and fyr Gauwayn rode to haue foughten

ayenft the xxx knyghtes / but they durft not come oute xxvj

How damoyfel brangwayn fonde tryftram flepyng by a welle

IS & how flie delyuerd letters to hym fro bele Ifoude ca xxvij

How fyr Tryftram had a falle of fyr Palomydes / and how

Launcelot ouerthrewe two knjghtes capitulo xxviij

How fyr Launcelot lufted with Palomydes and ouerthrewe

hym / & after he was affaylled with xij knyghtes xxix

20 How fyr Tryftram byhaued hym the fyrft day of the tourne-

ment / and there he had the prys Capitulo xxx

How fyr Tryftram retourned ayenft kyng arthurs partye by
caufe he fawe fyr Palomydes on that partye capitulo xxxj

How Syr Tryftram fonde Palomydes by a welle / & broughte

25 hym wyth hym to his lodgyng Capitulo xxxij

How fyr Tryftram fmote doun fyr Palomydes / and how he

lufted wyth kyng Arthur and other feates xxxiij

How fyr Launcelot hurte fyr Tryftram / and how after fyr

Tryftram fmote doun fyr Palomydes capitulo xxxiiij

30 How the prys of the thyrd day was gyuen to Syr Launcelot

and fyr Launcelot gaf it to fyr Tryftram ca xxxv

How Palomydes came to the cartel where fyr Tryftram was

And of the quefte that fyr Launcelot & x knyghtes made for

fyr Tryftram Capitulo xxxvj

35 How fyr Tryftram / fyr Palomydes / and Syr dynadan were

taken and put in pryfon Capitulo xxxvij

How Kyng marke was fory for the good renommee of fyr

Triftram / fomme of arthurs knyghtes lufted wyth knyghtes
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of Cornewayl Capitulo xxxviij

Of the treafon of kyng Marke
/
and how fyr Gaheris fmote

hym doun / and Andred / his cofyn capitulo xxxix

How after that fyr Tryflram / fyr Palomydes / and fyr Dyna-
dan had be longe in pryfon / they were delyuerd ca xl s

How fyr Dynadan refcowed a lady fro fyr breufe fauns pyte

& how fyr Tryftram receyued a fhelde of Morgan le fay xlj

How fyr Tryftram took wyth hym the fhelde
/ and alfo how

he flewe the paramour of Morgan le fay capitulo xlij

How Morgan le fay buryed hyr paramour / and how fyr trif- 10

tram preyfed fyr Launcelot and hys kynne ca xliij

How fyr Tryftram at a tornoyment bare the ftielde that Mor-

gan le fay delyuerd to hym capitulo xliiij

C ibere tolowen tbe cbapgtrcs of tbe tcntb book

How fyr Tryftram lufted and fmote doun Kyng Arthur / by-

caufe he tolde hym not the caufe why he bare that fhelde ca j 15

How fyr Tryftram faued fyr Palomydes lyf / & how they pro-

myfed to fyght to gyder wythin fourtenyght capitulo ij

How fyr Tryftram fought a ftronge knyght that had fmy-

ton hym doun & many other knyghtes of the rounde table iij

How fyr Tryftram fmote doun fyr Sagramor le defyrous / & so

fyr Dodynas le fauage capitulo iiij

How fyr Tryftram mette at the perron wyth fyr Launcelot / &
how they faught to gyder vnknowen Capitulo v

How fyr Launcelot brought fyr Tryftram to the courte /
and

of the loye that the kyng and other made for the comyng of as

fyr Tryftram Capitulo vj

How for defpyte of fyr Tryftram kyng Mark came wyth ij

knyghtes in to englond and how he flewe one of the knygh-
tes Capitulo vij

How the kyng came to a fontayne where he fonde fyr Lame- 39

rock complaynyng for the loue of Kyng lots wyf viij

How kyng marke / fyr Lamerok / and fyr dynadan came to a

caftel / and how Kyng Marke was knowen there capitulo ix

How fyr Berlufes mette wyth Kyng marke / and how Syr

dynadan toke his partye ca x ^ How kyng marke mocked 35

fyr dynadan / & how they mette wyth vj kny3tes of the rounde

table xj ^ How the vj kny3tes fente fir dagonet to lufte with
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kj-ng marke & how Kyng markc rcfufed hym ca xij

How fyr I'alomydes by aduenture mettc kyng Markc flcyng

& how he oucrthrewe dagonct / and other knyghtcs xiij

How kyng marke & fyr Dynadan horde fyr palomydcs ma-

S kyng gretc forowe & mornyng for la bcle Ifoude xiiij

How the kyng had flayn amant wrongfully toforc kyng
arthur

/ & fyr launcelot fettc kyng marke to kyng arthur xv

How fyr dynadan toldc fyr palamydes of the batayl betwene

Syr Launcelot and fyr Tryflram Capitulo xvj

lo How fyr Lamerok lufted wyth dyuers knyghtcs of the caf-

tel / wherin was Morgan le fay capitulo xvij

How fyr Palamydes wold haue lufted for fyr Lamerock

wyth the knyghtcs of the caftcl Capitulo xviij

How fyr Lamerock lufted wyth fyr Palomydcs and hurte

15 hym greuoufly capitulo xix

How it was tolde fyr Launcelot that Dagonet chaced kyng
marke

/
& how a knyght oucrthrewe hym & vj knyghtcs xx

How Kyng Arthur lete do crye a luftes /
& how fyr Lamo-

rak came in and oucrthrewe fyr Gawayn & many other xxj

20 How Kyng Arthur made Kyng marke to be accorded with fyr

Tryftram & how they departed toward Corncwayll xxij

How fyr Percyuale was made knyght of kyng arthur / and

how a dombe mayde fpack & brou3t hym to the roude table xxiij

How fyr Lamerock laye wyth king lots wyf / and how fyr

25 Gahcris flewe hir whiche was his owne moder ca xxiiij

How fyr agrauayn & fyr Mordred mctte wyth a knyght fle-

yng /
and how they bothe were ouerthrowen and of Syr Dyna-

dan Capitulo XXV

How Kyng Arthur / the quene & Launcelot receyued letters

30 oute of Cornewayle / & of the anfuer ageyn ca xxvj

How Syr Launcelot was wrothe wyth the letter that he re-

ceyued from kyng Marke / and of Dynadan whiche made a

laye of kyng Marke capitulo xxvij

How Syr Tryftram was hurte /
and of a warre maad to

35 Kynge Marke / And of Syr Trysftram how he proniyfed to

refcowe hym Capitulo xxviij

How fyr Tryftram ouercame the batayl /
& how Elyas defy-

red a man to fyght body for body capitulo xxix

[leaf 10 verso]



Uablc of] [
- 1

] [Contents

How fyr Elyas & fyr Tryftram faught to gyder for the tru-

age / & how fyr tryftram flewe Elyas in the felde xxx

How at a grete fefte that kyng Marke made / an harper came

and fange the lay that dynadan had made capitulo xxxj
How kyng Marke flewe by treafon his brother bowdyn for 5

good feruyce that he had done to hym Capitulo xxxij

How anglydes boudyns wyf efcaped with hir yonge fone ali-

faunder le orphelyn & came to the caflel of arondel xxxiij

How anglydes gaf the blody doblet to alyfaunder hir fone the

fame day that he was made kny3t & the charge withal xxxiiij 10

How it was tolde to kyng marke of Alyfaunder . and how he

wold haue flayn fyr Sadok for fauyng of his lyf xxxv

How fyr Alyfaunder wanne the pryce at a tournoyment and

of Morgan le fay / And how he faught wyth Syr Maulgryn
and flewe hym capitulo xxxvj 15

How quene Morgan le fay had alyfaunder in hyr caftel / and

how fhe heelyd his woundes capitulo xxxvij
How Alyfaunder was delyuerd fro the quene Morgan le

fay by the moyane of a damoyfel capitulo xxxviij

How alyfaunder mette wyth alys la beale pylgrym / and how 20

he lufted wyth two knyghtes / And after of hym and of

Syr Mordred capitulo xxxix

How fir galahalt dyd do crye a luftes in furlufe / & quene guc-

neuers kny3tes iliold lufte ayenft all that wold come xL
How fyr Lancelot fought in the tournoyment / & how fyr pa- 25

lomydes dyd armes there for a damoyfell Ca xlj

How fyr Galahault & fyr Palomydes faught to gyder /
and

of fyr dynadan and fyr Galahault Capitulo xlij

How fyr archade appeled fyr Palamydes of treafon & how

fyr palamydes flewe hym Capitulo xliij 30

Of the thyrd day & how fyr Palomydes I u fled wyth fyr La-

merok and other thynges capitulo xliiij

Of the
iiij day & of many grete feates of armes ca xlv

Of the V day & how fyr Lamerok byhaued hym ca xlvj

How palamydes fought wyth Corfabryn for a lady / & how 35

Palamydes flewe corfabryn xlvij

Of the vj day & what was thenne doon ca xlviij

Of the vij batayll / and how Syr Launcelot beyng defguyfed
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lyke a maj-de fmote doun fyr dynadan capitulo xlix

How by trefoil fyr Triflram was brought to a tournoyment for

to haue be flayn / and how he was put in pryson L
How Kyng Marke lete do counterfcte letters from the pope

S & how fyr percyual delyuerd fyr Triftram cute of pryfon Ij

How fyr Tryflram & la bele Ifoude came in to englond / & how

fyr Launcelot brought them to loyous garde capitulo lij

How by the counceyl of bele yfoude Tryflram rode armed and

how he mette wyth fyr Palomydes capitulo liij

10 Of fyr Palomydes and how he mette wyth fyr bleoberys &

wyth fyr Eftor and of fyr Percyuale Capitulo liiij

How fyr Tryflram mette wyth fyr dynadan & of their deuy-

fes & what he fayd to fyr Gauwayns brcthern Iv

How fyr Tryflram fmote doun fyr agrauayn & fyr gaheris &

IS how fyr Dynadan was fente fore by la bele Ifoude Ivj

How fyr Dynadan mette wyth fyr Tryflram / & wyth luflyng

wyth fyr Palamydes fyr Dynadan knewe hym Ivij

How they approched the caflel Lona5ep and of other deuyfes

of the deth of fyr Lamerok Capitulo Iviij

20 How they came to humberbanke / & how they fonde a fhyppe

there wherin laye the body of Kyng Hermaunce lix

How fyr Tryflram wyth his felawfhyp came and were with

an hooft vvhyche after faught wyth Syr Tryflram and other

maters capitulo Ix

25 How Palamydes wente for to fyght wyth two brethern for

the deth of kyng Hermaunce Capitulo Ixj

The copye of the letter wryton for to reuenge the kynges deth

and how fyr palamydes faught for to haue the bataylle Ixij

Of the preparacyon of fyr Palamydes & the ij
brethern that

30 fhold fyght wyth hym Capitulo Ixiij

Of the batayl betwene fyr Palamydes & the two brethern and

how the two brethern were flayn capitulo Ixiiij

How fyr Tryflram and fyr Palamydes mette Breuce fauns

pyte and how Syr Triflram and la beale yfoude wente vnto

3S Lona3ep Capitulo Ixv

How fyr Palamydes lufled wyth fyr Galyhodyn / & after

wyth fyr Gawayn & fmote them doun Ixvj

How fyr Tryflram & his felaufliyp cam vnto the tournement
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of lone5ep and of dyuers luftes and maters capitulo Ixvij

How fyr Tryftram and hys felaufhyp lufted & of the noble

fcates that they dyd in that tournoyeng Ixviij

How fyr Tryftram was vnhorfed & fmyten doun by fyr laun-

celot / & after that fyr Triftram fmote doun kyng arthur Ixix 5

How fyr Tryftram chaunged his harnoys & it was al reed

and how he demenyd hym and how Syr Palamydes flewe

Launcelottes hers Capitulo Ixx

How fyr Launcclot fayd to fyr Palamydes / & how the prys

of that day was gyucn to fyr Palamydes Ixxj 10

How fyr dynadan prouoked fyr Tryftram to do wel Ixxij

How kyng Arthur & fyr Launcclot came to fee la bele yfoudc

& how Palamydes fmote doun kyng arthur Capitulo Ixxiij

How the fecond day Palamydes forfoke fyr Tryftram / and

wente to the contrarye partyc ayenft hym capitulo Ixxiiij 15

How fyr Tryftram departed out of the feldc & awaked Sir

Dynadan and chaunged his araye in to blacke ca Ixxv

How fyr Palamydes chaunged his fhelde & armour for to

hurte fir triftram / & how fyr Launcclot dyd to fir triftram Ixxvj

How fyr Tryftram departed wyth la bele Ifoude / & how Pa- 20

lomydes folowed and excufed hym capitulo Ixxvij

How kyng arthur and fyr Launcclot came in to thcyr pauely-

ons as they fatte at foupcr / and of Palomydcs Ixxviij

How fyr Tryftram and fyr Palamydes dyd the nextc day
and how kyng Arthur was vnhorfed capitulo Ixxix 25

How fyr Tryftram torned to kynge Arthurs fyde / and how

Syr Palomydcs wolde not capitulo Ixxx

How fyr bleoberis & fyr E6lor reported to quene Gueneuer

of the beaute of la bele Ifoude capitulo Ixxxj

How Palomydcs complayned by a welle / & how Epynogris 30

came and fonde hym /
and of thcyr bothc forowes Ixxxij

How fyr palomydcs brou}! to fyr epynogris his lady / & how

fir palomydes & fyr fafer were affayled ca Ixxxiij & Ixxxiiij

How fyr Tryftram made hym redy to refcowe Syr Palomydcs
but fyr Launcclot refcowed hym or he came capitulo Ixxxv 35

How fyr Tryftram and fyr Launcclot wyth palomydes came to

loyous garde / of Palomydcs and fyr Tryftram ca Ixxxvj

How there was a day fette bytwene fyr Tryftram and Syr
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palomydes for to fyght / & how fir tryflram was hurtc Ixxxvij

How fyr palomydes keptc his day for to hauc foughten / but

fyr Tryflram myght not come / & otlicr thynges ca Ixxxviij

C fl^crc folowcu tbc cbapytrcs of tbc jl booh
How Syr Launcelot rode on his aducnture / & how he helpe a

5 dolorous lady fro hyr payne / and liow that he faught wyth a

dragon capitulo primo
How fyr Launcelot came to Pelles / and of the fangreal /

and

how he begate galahad on Elayn kyng pelles dou5ter ij

How Syr Launcelot was dyfpleafyd whan he knewe that he
10 had layen by Elayn /

& how flic was delyuerd of galahad iij

How fyr bors came to dame Elayn & fawe galahad / & how
he was fedde wyth the fangreal capitulo iiij

How fyr bors made fyr pedyuer to yelde hym / & of meruayl-
lous aduentures that he had & how he achyeucd them ca v

15 How fyr bors departed /
& how fyr Launcelot was rebuked of

the quene Gueneuer /
and of his excufe capitulo vj

How dame Elayn galahads moder came in grete eflate to ca-

melot / and how Launcelot byhaued hym there Capitulo vij

How dame bryfen by enchauntement brought fyr Launcelotte

20 to Elayns bedde
/
& how quene gueneuer rebuked hym viij

How dame Elayn was commaunded by quene Gueneuer to

voyde the courte / & how fyr Launcelot becam maddc ix

What forowe quene gueneuer made for Syr Launcelot / & how
he was fought by knyghtes of his kynne Capitulo x

25 How a feruaunte of fyr Aglouals was flayn / & what ven-

geaunce fyr aglouale & fyr percyuale dyd therfore xj

How fyr percyuale departed fecretelye fro his brother / & how
he lofed a knyght bounden with a chayne & other thynges xij

How fyr Percyuale mette wyth fir Eftor / & how they faught

30 longe and eche had almooft flayne other capitulo xiij

How by myracle they were bothe made hole by the comyng of

the holy veffel of Sangreal Capitulo xiiij

f] Iberc folowen tbe cbapvtres of tbc jfj tool;

How fyr Launcelot in hys madnes took a fwerde & faughte

with a knyght and after lepte in to a bedde capitulo primo

35 How fyr Launcelot was caryed in an hors lytter / & after fyr

Launcelot rcfcowcd fyr blyaunte his hooft Capitulo ij
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How fyr Launcelot faught ayenfte a bore & flewe hym / & how

he was hurte / & brought to an hermytage capitulo iij

How fyr Launcelot was knowen by dame Elayn / and "was

borne in to a chambre & after helyd by the fangreal iiij

How fyr Launcelot after that he was hole & had his mynde 5

he was afhamed / and how that Elayn defyred a cartel for

hym capitulo v

How fyr Launcelot came in to the loyous yle / & there he na-

med hym fclf le chyualcr malfet capitulo vj

Of a grete tournoycng in the loyous yle / and how fyr Percy- 10

uale and Syr E6lor came thyder and fyr Percyuale fought

wyth hym capitulo vij

How cche of them knewe other / & of their curtoyfye / & how his

brother Eftor came to hym / and of theyr loye viij

How fyr bors & fyr Lyoncl came to kyng brandegorc / & how 15

fyr bors toke his fone helyne le blank & of fir launcelot ix

How fyr Launcelot wyth fyr Percyuale & fyr eflor came to

the courte /
and of the grete loye of hym capitulo x

How la bele yfoude counceylled 'yr Tryfbram to goo vnto the

courte to the grete fefte of Pentecolte capitulo xj 20

How fyr Tryftram departed vnarmed and mette with fyr

Palomydes /
and how they fmote eche other / and how Palo-

mydes forbare hym capitulo xij

How Syr Tryftram gate hym harnoys of a Knyght whyche
was hurte & how he ouerthrewe fyr Palomydes xiij 25

How fyr Tryftram and fyr Palamydes fought longe to gy-

ders / and after accorded j and fyr Tryftram maad hym to be

cryflened Capitulo xiiij

C 'If^cre toloweti tbc cbapgtrcs of tbc jiij book

How at the vygyle of the fefte of Pcntecofle cntred in to the

halle before Kyng Arthur a damoyfel / and defyred fyr laun- 30

celot for to come and dubbe a knyght / and how he wente wyth

hyr capitulo primo

How the letters were founde wryton in the fyege peryllous &
of the meruayllous aducnture of the fwerde in a ftone ij

How fyr Gawayn affayed to drawe outc the fwerde / & how zs
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an oldc man brought in ^[alahad capitulo lij

How the olde man broght Galahad to the fyege peryllous &
fette hym thcrin / & how al the knyghtes meruayllcd iiij

How Kyng Arthur fliewed the ftone houyng on the water

S to Galahad and how he drewe oute the fvverde v

How kyng Arthur had al the knyghtes to gyder for to lufte

in the medowe befyde wynchefter or they departed vj

How the quene defyred to fee Galahad / & after al the knygh-
tes were replenyfOied wyth the holy fangreal / & how all they

10 auowed the enquefte of the fame capitulo vij

How grete forowe was made of the kyng and ladyes for the

departyng of the knyghtes / & how they departed viij

How Galahad gate hym a fhelde /
and how they fpedde that

prefumed to take doun the fayd flielde capitulo ix

IS How Galahad departed with the flielde / and how Kyng ene-

lake had receyued thys fhelde of lofeph of armathye x

How lofeph made a croffe on the whyte flielde with his blode

& how galahad was by a monke brought to a tombe xj

Of the meruayle that fyr Galahad fawe & herde in the tombe

20 and how he made melyas knyght Capitulo xij

Of thaduenture that Melyas had / & how Galahad reuenged

hym / and how melyas was caryed in to an abbey xiij

How Galahad departed /
& how he was commaunded to goo

to the cartel of maydens to deftroye the wycked cuftome xiiij

25 How fyr Galahad faught wyth the knyghtes of the caftel &

deftroyed the wycked cuftome capitulo xv

How fyr Gawayn came to thabbey for to folowe Galahad / &
how he was fhryuen to an heremyte capitulo xvj

How fyr Galahad mette with fyr Launcelot & with fyr Per-

30 cyuale /
and fmote hem doun and departed fro them xvij

How fyr Launcelot halfe flepyng and halfe wakyng fawe

a feek man borne in a lytter / and how he was heled by the

fangreal capitulo xviij

How a voys fpake to fyr Launcelot / & how he fonde his hors

35 & his helme borne awaye / & after wente a fote xix

How fyr Launcelot was fliryuen & what forowe he made / & of

good enfaumples whyche were fhewed to hym ca xx

C ibere folowen tbe cbapgtres of tbe jiiij bool?
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How fyr Percyuale came to a reclufe and afked hyr coun-

ceyl /
& how flie tolde hym that fhe was hys aunte ca primo

How Merlyn lykened the rounde table to the world /and
how the knyghtes that fhold achyeue the fangreal fhold be

knowen Capitulo ij s

How fyr Percyuale came in to a monafterye where he fonde

Kyng Enelake whyche was an olde man capitulo iij

How fyr Percyuale fawe many men of armes beryng a dede

knyght and how he fauggt ageynft them capitulo iiij

How a yeman defyred hym to gete ageyn an hors / and how 10

Syr Percyualles hakenay was flayn / and how he gate an

hors capitulo v

Of the grete daunger that fyr Percyual was in by hys hors

and how he fawe a ferpent and a Lyon fyght vj

Of the aduyfyon that fyr percyual fawe / and how hys aduy- 15

fyon was expowned / and of hys Lyon Capitulo vij

How fyr Percyuale fawe a fhyppe comyng to hym warde / &
how the lady of the fhyppe tolde hym of hir difherytaunce viij

How fyr Percyual promyfed hir helpe & how he requyred hir

of loue / and how he was faued fro the fende ca ix 20

How Syr Percyual for penaunce roof hym felf thorugh the

thyghe /
and how fhe was knowen for the deuyl x

U 1bere tolowtb tbc tcx> book wbgcbe fs of fvr Xauncelot

How Syr Launcelot came in to a chapel where he fonde deed

in a whyte fherte a man of relygyon / of on hondred wynter
olde capitulo primo 25

Of a dede man how men wold haue hewen / and it wolde

not be
/
& how fyr Launcelot toke the hayr of the dede man

ij

Of an aduyfyon that fyr Launcelot had / and how he tolde it

to an heremyte / and defyred counceyll of hym capitulo iij

How the heremyte expowned to fyr Launcelot his advyfyon 30

& tolde hym that fyr Galahad was hys fone capitulo iiij

How fyr Launcelot lufted wyth many knyghtes /
& he was

taken Capitulo v

How fyr Launcelot tolde hys aduyfyon to a woman / & how

fhe expowned it to hym capitulo vj 35
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fl Hkvc folowcn tbc cbapvjtrcs of tbc svj booli

How fyr Gawayn was nyghc wcry of the qucftc of fanpfreal

and of his mcruayllous dreme capitulo primo
Of the advj'fyon of fyr E61;or

/
and how he lufled wyth fyr

Ewayn Ic auoultres hys fwornc brother ca
ij

S How fyr Gawayn & fyr Eftor cam to an hermytage to be con-

feffyd & how they tolde to the hcrmyte theyr aduyfyons iij

How the heremyte expowned theyr aduyfyon Capitulo iiij

Of the good counccyl that the heremyte gaf to them v

How Syr Bors mette wyth an heremyte / and how he was

10 confeffyd to hym and of his penaunce enioyned to hym vj

How fyr bors was lodged wyth a lady and how he took on

hym for to fyght ageynst a champyon for hyr lande vij

Of a vyfyon whyche Syr bors had that nyght / and how he

faught and ouercame hys aduerfarye capitulo viij

IS How the lady was reftored to hyr londes by the bataylle of

fyr Boors
/
and of his departyng /

and how he mette fyr Ly-

onel taken and beten wyth thornes / and alfo a mayde which

fliold haue ben deuoured Capitulo ix

How fyr boors lefte to refcowe his brother . & refcowed the da-

20 moyfel / & how it was tolde hym that lyonel was dedc x

How fyr boors tolde his dreme to a preeft / whichc he had dre-

med & of the counceyl that the preeft gaf to hym xj

How the deuyl in a womans lykenes wold haue had Syr

bors to haue layen by hir
/
& how by goddes grace he efcaped xij

25 Of the holy comynycacyon of an abbot to Syr boors
/ and how

the abbot counceylled hym capitulo xiij

How fyr boors mette wyth his brother fyr Lyonel / and how

fyr Lyonel wolde haue flayn fyr boors capitulo xiiij

How fyr Colgreuaunce fought ayenft fyr Lyonel for to faue

30 fyr boors /
and how the heremyte was flayn ca xv

How fyr Lyonel flewe Syr Colgreuaunce / and how after he

wold haue flayn fyr boors capitulo xvj

How there came a voys whyche charged fyr bors to touche not

hym and of a cloude that came bytwene them capitulo xvij

C iDcre tolovven tbe cbapstres of tbc jvf j booh
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How fyr Galahad faiight at a turnement / and how he was

knowen of fyr gawayn & of fyr e6lor de marris capitulo j

How fyr Galahad rode with a damoyfel / & came to the fliyp

where as fyr boors and fyr Percyuale were in capitulo ij

How fyr Galahad entryd in to the fliyp / & of a fayr bedde s

therin wyth other meruayllous thynges / & of a fwerde
iij

Of the meruaylles of the fwerde & of the fcaubard
iiij

How Kyng Pelles was fmyton thorugh bothe thyes by caufe

he drewe the fwerde / & other meruayllous hyftoryes v

How Salomon toke dauyds fwerde by the counceyl of hys 10

wyf /
and of other maters meruayllous Capitulo vj

A wonderful tale of kyng Salamon & his wyf vij

How Galahad and hys felowes came to a caftel / and how

they were foughten wyth al
/ & how they flewe theyr aduer-

faryes and other maters capitulo viij 15

How the iij knyghtes wyth Percyuales fyfter came in to the

wafte foreft / & of an herte & iiij Lyons and other thynges ix

How they were defyred of a ftrauge cuftom / which they wolde

not obeye / wherfore they faught & flewe many knyghtes x

How Percyuales fyfter bledde a dyfflic ful of blood for to hele 20

a lady wherfore flae dyed /
and how that the body was put

in a fliyppe Capitulo xj

How Galahad and percyuale fonde in a caftel many tombes

of maydens that had bledde to dethe capitulo xij

How Syr Launcelot entred in to the fliyppe where fyr Percy- 25

uales fyfter laye deed / and how he mette wyth Syr Galahad

hys sone capitulo xiij

How a knyght brought to fyr Galahad an hors
/ & bad hym

come from his fader fyr Launcelot capitulo xiiij

How Launcelot was tofore the dore of the chambre
/
wherin the 30

holy fangreal was capitulo xv

How fyr Launcelot had layen xiiij dayes & as many nyghtes
as a dede man & other dyuers maters capitulo xvj

How fyr Launcelot retorned toward logres and of other ad-

uentures whyche he fawe in the waye capitulo xvij 35

How Galahad came to Kyng Mordrayns / and of other ma-

ters and aduentures Capitulo xviij

How fyr Percyuale and fyr boors mette wyth fyr Galahad
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& how they came to the cartel of carbonek & other maters xix

How Galahad & his fclowes were fcddc of the holy fangreal

& how our lord appcryd to them and other thynges xx

How Galahad enoj-nted wyth the blood of the fpere the

S maymed kyng and of other aduentures capitulo xxj

How they were fedde wyth the fangreal whyle they were in

pryfon / & how Galahad was made kyng capitulo xxij

Of the forowe that Percyuale and boors made whan galahad

was dede & of Percyuale how he dyed & other maters xxiij

C Ibere tolowcn tbc cbapfitres of tbe Evitj booft

10 Of the loye of Kyng Arthur and the quene had of thachy-

euement of the fangreal / and how Launcelot fyl to hys olde

loue ageyn capitulo primo
How the quene comaunded fyr Launcelot to auoyde the court

and of the forowe that Launcelot made capitulo ij

15 How at a dyner that the quene made there was a knyght en-

poyfoned whyche fyr Mador layed on the quene iij

How fyr Mador appeched the quene of treafon / & there was

no knyght wold fyght for hyr at the fyrft tyme iiij

How the quene requyred fyr Boors to fyght for hyr / & how

20 he graunted vpon condycyon /
and how he warned fyr Laun-

celot therof capitulo v

How at the day fyr boors made hym redy for to fyght for the

quene / & whan he fhold fy3t how another dyfcharged hym vj

How fyr Launcelot fought ayenft fyr mador for the quene / &
25 how he ouercame fyr Mador & dyfcharged the quene vij

How the trouthe was knowen by the mayden of the lake / and

of dyuers other maters Capitulo viij

How fyr Launcelot rode to aftolat / & receyued a fleue to here

vpon his helme at the requefle of a mayde capitulo ix

30 How the tornoye began at Wynchefter and what Knyghtes
were at the luftes and other thynges capitulo x

How fir Launcelot and fyr Lauayn entred in the felde ayenft

them of kyng Arthurs court / & how launcelot was hurte xj

How fyr Launcelot & fyr Lauayn departed oute of the felde

3S and in what leopardye Launcelot was capitulo xij
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How Launcelot was brought to an hermyte for to be helyd of

his wounde and of other maters capitulo . xiij

How fyr Gawayn was lodged wyth the lord of aflolat / &
there had knowlege that hit was Syr Launcelot that bare the

rede fleue Capitulo xiiij j

Of the forowe that fyr boors had for the hurte of Launcelot

and of the angre that the quene had by caufe Launcelot bare

the fleue capitulo xv

How Syr boors fought launcelot & fonde hym in the hermy-

tage / & of the lamentacion bytwene them Capitulo xvj lo

How fyr Launcelot armed hym to affaye yf he myght bere ar-

mes & how his woundes breft oute ageyn capitulo xvij

How fyr boors retorned & tolde tydynges of fyr Launcelot / &
of the tournoye and to whome the prys was gyuen xviij

Of the grete lamentacyn of the fayr made of astolat whan 15

Launcelot fliold departe & how fhe dyed for his loue xix

How the corps of the mayde of aftolat arryued tofore kyng
arthur and of the buryeng / and how fyr Launcelot offryd

the maffe peny capitulo xx

Of grete luftes doon alle a cryftemaffe / and of a grete luf- 20

tes and tournoye ordeyned by Kyng Arthur / and of Syr

Launcelot Capitulo xxj

How Launcelot after that he was hurt of a gentylwoman
came to an hermyte and of other maters capitulo xxij

How fyr Launcelot byhaued hym at the luftes / and other 25

men alfo capitulo xxiij

How Kyng arthur meruaylled moche of the luftyng in the

felde and how he rode & fonde fyr Launcelot capitulo xxiiij

How trewe loue is lykened to fommer Capitulo xxv

C lE>erc folowen tbe cbapstres of tbe jfj booft

How quene gueneuer rode on mayeng with certeyn knyghtes 30

of the rounde table and clad al in grene capitulo primo
How fyr Mellyagraunce toke the quene & al hyr knyghtes

whyche were fore hurte in fyghtyng capitulo ij

How fyr Launcelot had word how the quene was taken / &
how fyr mellyagraunce layed a buffhement for launcelot iij 35
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How fyr Launcclots hors was fla)-!! / & Iiow fyr Laun-

cclot rode in a carte for to rcfcowc the queue Capitiilo iiij

How fyr ]\Iell)-agraunce rcquyrcd forycucncs of the queue /
&

how flic appeafed fyr Launcelot and other maters v

5 How fyr Launcelot came in the nyt^ht to the qucnc and laye

wyth hyr /
and how fyr Melyagraunce appeched the qucne of

trefon capitulo vj

How fyr Launcelot anfwcrd for the qucne /
and waged ba-

taylle ayenft fyr melyagraunce /
and how fyr Launcelot was

10 taken in a trappe Capitulo vij

How fyr Launcelot was dclyuerd out of pryfon by a lady &
toke a whyt courfer and came for to kepe hys day viij

How fyr Launcelot cam the fame tyme that fyr mellyagrauce

abode hym in the felde and dreffyd hym to bataylle ix

IS How fyr Vrre came in to arthurs courte for to be heled of his

woundes / & how kyng arthur wold begyn to handle hym x

How Kyng arthur handled fyr Vrre / and after hym many
other knyghtes of the rounde table capitulo xj

How fyr Launcelot was comanded by arthur to handle hys

20 woundes & anone he was al hool / & how they thanked god xij

How there was a party made of an hondred knyghtes ayenft

an hondred knyghtes / and of other maters capitulo xiij

f[ IFjcre folowetb tbe bool; of tbc pvtcous bvltor^ic wTj^icbe is

of tbe morte or Detb of ft^ng Brtbur / anb tbe cbap^tres of tbe

twenty booft

How fyr Agrauayn & fyr mordred were befy vpon fyr Ga-

wayn for to dyfclofe the loue bytwene Syr Launcelot & quene

25 Gueneuer Capitulo primo

How fyr Agrauayn dyfclofed theyr loue to kyng Arthur / &
how Kyng Arthur gaf them lycence to take hym ij

How fyr Launcelot was efpyed in the quenes chambre / and

how Syr Agrauayn and Syr Mordred came wyth twelue

30 knyghtes to flee hym Capitulo iij

How fyr Launcelot flewe fyr colgreuance & armed hym in his

harnoys & after flewe fyr agrauayn & xij of his felawes iiij

How Syr Launcelot came to fyr bors & tolde hym how he had
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fpedde & in what aduenture he had ben / & how he efcaped v

Of the counceyl and aduys whiche was taken by fyr Laun-

celot and by hys frendes for to faue the quene Capitulo vj

How fyr mordred rode haftely to the Kyng / to telle hym of

thaffray & deth of fyr agrauayn & the other knyghtes vij 5

How fyr Launcelot and hys kynnefmen refcowed the quene
from the fyre and how he flewe many knyghtes viij

Of the forowe & lamentacyon for the dethe of his neuewes &
other good knyghtes /

& alfo for the quene hys wyf ix

How Kyng Arthur at the requefte of fyr Gawayn conclu- 10

ded to make warre ayenft fyr Launcelot /
and layed fycge to

his caftel called loyous garde capitulo x

Of the comynycacyon bytwene kyng Arthur & fyr Launcelot

and how Kyng Arthur repreuyd hym capitulo xj

How the cofyns & kynnefmen of fyr Launcelot excyted hym 15

to goo oute to batayl / and how they made them redy xij

How fyr Gawayn lufted and fmote doun fyr Lyonel / and

how fyr Launcelot horfed kyng Arthur ca xiij

How the Pope fent doun his bulles to make pees / & how fyr

Launcelot brought the quene to kyng Arthur xiiij
20

Of the delyueraunce of the quene to the kyng by fir launcelot

& what langage fyr Gawayn had to fyr Launcelot xv

Of the comynycacyon bytwene fyr Gawayn and fyr Launce-

lot wyth moche other langage capitulo xvj

How fyr Launcelot departed fro the kyng & fro loyous garde 25

ouer fee warde and what knyghtes wente wyth hym xvij

How fyr Launcelot paffed ouer the fee / & how he made grete

lordes of the knyghtes that wente wyth hym capitulo xviij

How kyng arthur & fyr Gawayn made a grete hoort: redy to

go ouer fee to make warre on fyr Launcelot capitulo xix 30

What meffage fyr Gawayn fente to fyr Launcelot
/
& kynge

Arthur layed fyege to benwyck and other maters xx

How fyr launcelot & fyr Gawayn dyd batayl togyder /
and

how fyr Gawayn was ouerthrowen and hurte capitulo xxj

Of the forowe that kyng arthur made for the warre / & of an 35

other batayl where alfo fyr Gawayn had the werfe xxij

C "ff^cre folowen tbe cbapvtrcs of tbe srj booft
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How Syr Mordred prefumed & toke on liym to be kyng of

englond /
& wold haue maryed the queue his faders wyf ca j

How after that kyng arthur had tydynges /
he retorned and

came to douer where fyr Mordred mette hym to Ictte his lan-

5 dyng /
and of the deth of Syr Gawayn Capitulo ij

How after fyr Gawayns ghooft apperyd to kynge arthur &
warned hym that he fliold not fyght that day capitulo iij

How by myfaduenture of an adder the batayl began /
where

Mordred was flayn and arthur hurte to the deth iiij

° How Kyng arthur comanded to cafte his fwerd excalybur in

to the water
/
& how he was delyuerd to ladyes in a barge v

How fyr bedwere fonde hym on the morne deed in an hermy-

tage / and how he abode there wyth the hermyte capitulo vj

Of thoppynyon of fomme men of the deth of kynge arthur /
&

S how quene Gueneuer made hir a nonne in almelburye vij

How whan fyr Launcelot herde of the deth of kyng arthur &
of fyr Gawayn and other maters came in to englond viij

How fyr Launcelot departed to feche the quene Gueneuer and

how he fonde hir at almefburye capitulo ix

2° How Syr Launcelot came to thermytage where tharchebyffhop

of caunterburye was
/
& how he toke thabyte on hym x

How fyr Launcelot wente wyth his feuen felowes to amefbu-

rye / & fonde there quene Gueneuer deed / whom they brought

to glaflynburye capitulo xj

25 How fyr Launcelot began to fekene / & after dyed / whos body
was borne to loyous garde for to be buryed capitulo xij

How fyr Eflor fonde fyr launcelot hys brother dede
/
and how

Conflantyn reygned next after Arthur
/
and of the ende of

thys book capitulo xiij

C JElPltcit tbe table
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C Capitulum primum
It befel in the dayes of Vther pendragon when

he was kynge of all Englond /
and fo regned

that there was a my:;ty duke in Cornewaill

that helde warre ageynft hym long tyme /
And

the duke was called the duke of Tyntagil / and 5

fo by meanes kynge Vther fend for this duk / chargyng hym
to brynge his wyf with hym /

for fhe was called a fair lady /

and a paffynge wyfe / and her name was called Igrayne /

So whan the duke and his wyf were comyn vnto the kynge

by the meanes of grete lordes they were accorded bothe
/ the ky- 10

nge lyked and loued this lady wel
/
and he made them grete

chere out of mefure
/
and defyred to haue lyen by her

/ But flie

was a paffyng good woman /
and wold not affente vnto the

kynge / And thenne flie told the duke her hufband and faid

I fuppofe that we were fente for that I fhold be dillionourcd 15

VVherfor hufljand I counceille yow that we departe from hens

fodenly that we maye ryde all nyghte vnto cure owne caftell /

and in lyke wyfe as flie faide fo they departed / that neyther

the kynge nor none of his counceill were ware of their depar-

tyng Alfo foone as kyng Vther knewe of theire departyng foo 20

fodenly /
he was wonderly wrothe / Thenne he called to hym his

pryuy counceille / and told them of the fodeyne departyng of

the duke and his wyf /

^ Thenne they auyfed the kynge to fend for the duke and

his wyf by a grete charge /
And yf he wille not come at yo- 25

ur fomos
/
thenne may ye do your bell / thenne haue ye caufe to

make myghty werre vpon hym /
Soo that was done and the

meffagers hadde their anfuers /
And that was thys fliortly /

that neyther he nor his wyf wold not come at hym /

Thenne was the kyng wonderly wroth
/
And thenne the kyng 30

fente hym playne word ageyne /
and badde hym be redy and

fbuffe hym and garnyflhe hym /
for within xl dayes he wold

fetche hym oute of the byggeft caflell that he hath /

^ Whanne the duke haJde thys warnynge /
anone he wente

and furnyfflied and garnyfflied two ftronge Caftels of his 35

of the whiche the one hyght Tyntagil / & the other cartel hy5t
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Terrabyl /
So his wyf Dame Igrayne he putte in fhe caftell

of Tyntagil / And hym felf he putte in the cartel of Terrabyl

the whiche had many yfTues and poflernes oute / Thcnne in

alle hafte came Vther with a grete hoofl / and leyd a fyege a-

5 boute the cartel of Terrabil
/

And then he pypht many pauel-

yons /
and there was grete warre made on bothe partyes /

and

moche peple flayne / Thenne for pure angre and for grete lo-

ne of fayr Irayne the kyng Vther felle feke
/ So came to the

kynge Vther Syre Vlfius a noble knyght /
and afl<ed the

lo kynge why he was feke
/ I fliall telle the faid the kynge /

I

am feke for angre and for loue of fayre Igrayne that I may
not be hool

/
wel my lord faid Syre Vlfius

/ I rtial feke Mer-

lyn / and he flialle do yow remedy that youre herte rtialbe ple-

afyd /
So Vlfius departed / and by aduenture he mette Mer-

15 lyn in a beggars aray /
and ther Merlyn afked Vlfius who-

me he foughte /
and he faid he had lytyl ado to telle hym /

Well

faide Merlyn /
I knowe whome thou fekeft / for thou fekeft

Merlyn /
therfore feke no ferther / for I am he

/
and yf kynge

Vther wille wel rewarde me / and be fworne vnto me to ful-

20 fille my defyre that (hall be his honour & profite more tha myn
for I flialle caufe hym to haue alle his defyre / Alle this wyll

I vndertake faid Vlfius that ther rtialle be nothyng refona-

ble /
but thow fhalt haue thy defyre / well faid Merlyn /

he rtiall

haue his entente and defyre /
And therfore faide Merlyn / ryde

25 on your wey /
for I wille not be long behynde

/^P^ Capitulum Secunbum
M \ Henne Vlfius was glad and rode on more than a

^^j^paas tyll that he came to kynge Vtherpendragon / and

told hym he had met with Merlyn /
where is he faid the kyng

fir faid Vlfius he wille not dwelle long / ther with al Vlfius

30 was ware where Merlyn rtood at the porche of the pauelions

dore
/
And thenne Merlyn was bounde to come to the kynge

Whan kyng Vther fawe hym he faid he was welcome
/ fyr fa-

id Merlyn I knowe al your hert euery dele
/

fo ye wil be fworn

vnto me as ye be a true kynge enoynted to fulfiUe my defyre

35 ye fhal haue your defyre / thenne the kyng was fworne vpon
the iiij euuageliftes / Syre faid Merlyn this is my defyre /

the

first ny5t 1'' ye rtial lye by Igrayne ye rtial gete a child on her &
[le.if 18 vcrsd]
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whan that is borne that it fhall be delyuerd to me for to nou-

rifflie there as I wille haue it /
for it fhal be your worlhip / &

the childis auaille as mykel as the child is worth
/

I wylie

wel faid the kynge as thow wilt haue it
/
Now make you re-

dy faid Merlyn this nyght ye flialle lye with Igrayne in the 5

cartel of Tyntigayll /
& ye flialle be lyke the duke her hufljand

Vlfyus fhal be lyke Syre Braftias
/

a knyghte of the dukes

And I will be lyke a knyghte that hyghte Syr lordanus a

knyghte of the dukes / But wayte ye make not many quefli-

ons with her nor her men / but faye ye are difeafed and foo hye 10

yow to bedde /
and ryfe not on the morne tyll I come to yow /

for the cartel of Tyntygaill is but x myle hens /
foo this was

done as they deuyfed /
But the duke of Tyntigail afpyed hou

the kyng rode fro the fyege of tarabil /
& therfor that nyghte he

yffued cute of the cartel at a pofterne for to haue dirtreffid the 15

kynges hoofte / And fo thorowe his owne yffue the duke hym
felf was flayne or euer the kynge cam at the cartel of Tynti-

gail / fo after the deth of the duke kyng Vther lay with Igra-

yne more than thre houres after his deth /
and begat on her that

nyg5 arthur / & on day cam Merlyn ca to the kyng / & bad hym 20

make hym redy /
& fo he kift the lady Igrayne and departed in

all haft /
But whan the lady herd telle of the duke her hurtjad

and by all record he was dede or euer kynge Vther came to her

thenne flie merueilled who that myghte be that laye with her

in lykenes of her lord
/

fo fhe mourned pryuely and held hir 25

pees / Thenne alle the barons by one alien t prayd the Kynge
of accord betwixe the lady Igrayne and hym /

the kynge gaf

hem leue
/

for fayne wold he haue ben accorded with her / Soo

the kyng put alle the truft in Vlfyus to entrete bitvvene them

fo by the entrete at the laft the kyng & flie met to gyder / Now 30

wille we doo well faid Vlfyus /
our kyng is a lufty knyghte

and wyueles / & my lady Igrayne is a paffynge fair lady / it

were grete ioye vnto vs all and hit myghte pleafe the kynge
to make her his quene / vnto that they all well accordyd and

meued it to the kynge /
And anone lyke a lurty knyghte / he J5

affentid therto with good wille
/
and fo in alle harte they \\e-

re maryed in a mornynge with grete myrthe and Ioye y

And Kynge Lott of Lowthean and of Orkenay thenne
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wedded Margawfe that was Gaweyns moder
/
And kytigc

Neiitics of the land of Garlot wedded Elayne / Al this was

done at the requefl; of kyngc Vther / And the thyrd fyfter mor-

gan lefey was put to fcole in a nonnery /
And ther fhe ierncd

5 fo moche that (lie was a grete Gierke of Nygromancye /
And

after (lie was wedded to kynge Vryens of the lond of Gore

that was Syre Ewayiis le blaunche maj'nys fader /

Capitulinn tcvcinm

M \ Hene qiiene Igrayne waxid dayly gretter & gretter /
fo

^^H^ it befel after within half a yere as kyng Vther lay by
'° his queue he afked hir by the feith fhe ou3t to hym whos was

the child within her body /
thene flie fore abaffhed to yeue

anfuer / Defmaye you not faid the kyng but telle me the tro-

uthe /
and I fliall loue you the better by the feythe of my body

Syre faide fhe I fhalle telle you the trouthe
/
the fame nyghte

5
])' my lord was dede the houre of his deth as his kny-^tes record

ther came in to my caftel of Tyntigaill a man lyke my lord in

fpeche and in countenaunce
/
and two knyghtes with hym in

lykenes of his two knyghtes barcias and lordans
/ & foo I

went vnto bed with hym as I ou-^t to do with my lord
/
& the fa-

20 me nyght as I flial anfwer vnto god this child was begoten

vpon me
/
that is trouthe faide the kynge as ye fay / for it was

I my felf that cam in the lykeneffe / & therfor defniay you not

for I am fader to the child
/
& ther lie told her alle the caufe/

how it was by Merlyns counceil
/
thenne the quene made gre-

25 te ioye whan flie knewe who was the fader of her child / Sone

come merlyn vnto the kyng /
& faid fyr ye muft puruey yow /

for the nouriffhyng of your child / as thou wolt faid the kyng
be it

/
wel faid Merlyn I knowe a lord of yours in this land

that is a paffyng true man & a feithful / & he flial haue the

30 nouryffhyng of your child /
& his name is fir Eflor

/ & he is a

lord of fair lyuelode in many partyes in Englond & walys / &
this lord fir eftor lete hym be fent for

/
for to come & fpeke with

you /
& defyre hym your felf as he loueth you that he will put

his owne child to nouriffhynge to another woman
/ and that

35 his wyf nourif(he yours / And whan the child is borne lete it

be delyuerd to me at yoder pryuy pofterne vncryftned / So like
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as Merlyn deuyfed it was done
/
And whan fyre Eftor was

come
/
he made fyauce to the kyng for to nourifflie the child ly-

ke as the Kynge defyred / and there the kyng graunted fyr ec-

tor grete rewardys / Thenne when the lady was delyuerd the

kynge commaunded ij knyghtes &
ij ladyes to take the child 5

bound in a cloth of gold / & that ye delyuer hym to what pou-

re man ye mete at the pofterne yate of the caftel
/ So the child

was delyuerd vnto Merlyn /
and fo he bare it forth vnto Syre

Eflor / and made an holy man to cryflen hym /
and named

hym Arthur
/
and fo fir E(5lors wyf nouryffhed hym with her lo

owne pappe / Thenne within two yeres kyng Vther felle feke

of a grete maladye / And in the meane whyle hys enemyes

Vfurpped vpon hym /
and dyd a grete bataylle vpon his men /

and flewe many of his peple / Sir faid Merlyn ye may not lye

fo as ye doo
/

for ye muft to the feld though ye ryde on an hors 15

lyttar /
for ye fhall neuer haue the better of your enemyes /

but

yf your perfone be there / and thenne fhall ye haue the vy6tory

So it was done as Merlyn had deuyfed /
and they caryed the

kynge forth in an hors lyttar with a grete hoofte towarde his

enemyes / And at faynt Albons ther mette with the kynge a 20

grete hooft of the north
/
And that day Syre Vlfyus and fir

Bracias dyd grete dedes of armes / and kyng Vthers men o-

uercome the northeryn bataylle and fiewe many peple & putt

the remenaunt to flight / And thenne the kyng retorned vnto

london and made grete ioye of his vyctory / And thene he fyll 25

paffynge fore feke / fo that thre dayes & thre nyghtes he was fpe-

cheles
/ wherfore alle the barons made grete forow and afked

Merlyn what counceill were befl: / There nys none other reme-

dye faid Merlyn but god wil haue his wille / But loke ye al

Barons be bifore kynge Vther to morne / and god and I 30

fhalle make hym to fpeke / So on the morne alle the Barons

with merlyn came to fore the kyng /
theiie Merlyn faid aloud

vnto kyng Vther / Syre shall your fone Arthur be kyng after

your dayes of this realme with all the appertenaunce /
thenne

Vtherpendragon torned hym and faid in herynge of them alle 35

I gyue hym gods bliffing & myne /
& byd hym pray for my

foule
/
& righteuoufiy & worfiiipfully that he clayme ]>' croune

vpon forfeturc of my bleffyng /
& therwith he yelde vp the ghoft &
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thenne was he entcrid as longed to a kyng /
wherfor the que-

ne fayre Igrayne made grete forowe and allc the Barons /

Tlienne ftood the reame in grete icopardy long vvhyle /
for eue-

ry lord that was myghty of men maade hym ftronge / and ma-

5 ny wende to haue ben kyng / Thenne Merlyn wente to the ar-

chebiflhop of Caunterbury /
and counceillcd hym for to fende

for alle the lordes of the reame
/ and aile the gentilmen of ar-

mes that they fhold to london come by Criftmas vpon payne of

curfynge / And for this caufe y Ihu that was borne on that

lo nyghte that he wold of his grete mercy fliewe fome myracle /

as he was come to be kynge of mankynde for to flievve fomme

myracle who fliold be rightvvys kynge of this reame / So the

Archebiffliop by the aduys of Merlyn fend for alle the lordes

and gentilmen of armes that they fliold come by cryftmaffe

15 euen vnto london
/
And many of hem made hem clene of her lyf

that her prayer myghte be the more acceptable vnto god / Soo

in the gretteft chirch of london whether it were Powlis or not

the Frenffhe booke maketh no mencyon /
alle the eflates were

longe or day in the chirche for to praye / And whan matyns &
20 the firft maffe was done / there was fene in the chircheyard a-

yeft the hyghe aulter a grete ftone four fquare lyke vnto a mar-

bel ftone
/ And in myddes therof was lyke an Anuylde

of ftele a foot on hyghe /
& theryn ftack a fayre fwerd naked

by the poynt /
and letters there were wryten in gold aboute

25 the fwerd that faiden thus / who fo pulleth oute this fwerd of

this ftone and anuyld / is rightwys kynge borne of all En-

lond
/ Thenne the peple merueilled & told it to the Archebiffliop

I commande faid tharchebiffliop that ye kepe yow within your
chirche

/ and pray vnto god flill that no man touche the fwerd

30 tyll the hyghe maffe be all done
/ So whan all maffes were done

all the lordes wente to beholde the ftone and the fwerd / And
whan they fawe the fcripture / fom affayed fuche as wold haue

ben kyng / But none myght ftere the fwerd nor meue hit He
is not here faid the Archebiffliop that fhall encheue the fwerd

35 but doubte not god will make hym knowen /
But this is my

counceill faid the archebiffhop / that we lete puruey x knystes

men of good fame / & they to kepe this fwerd
/
fo it was ordey-

deyned /
& thene ther was made a crye / Y cucry ma iliold affay })•
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wold for to Wynne the fvverd / And vpon newe yeerfday the

barons lete maake a luftes and a tournement
/

that alle kriy3-

tes fliat wold lufte or tourneye / there my3t playe /
& all this

was ordeyned for to kepe the lordes to gyders & the comyns /
for

the Archebifihop trufted
/

that god wold make hym knowe 5

that fliold Wynne the fwerd
/ So vpon newe yerefday whan

the feruyce was done / the barons rode vnto the feld
/
fome to luf-

te / & fom to torney /
& fo it happed that fyre Eflor that had gre-

te lyuelode aboute london rode vnto the luftes / & with hym ro-

de fyr kaynus his fone & yong Arthur that was hys nourif- 10

llied broder /
& fyr kay was made kny3t at al halowmas afore

So as they rode to y° luftes ward /
fir kay loft his fwerd for

he had lefte it at his faders lodgyng / & fo he prayd yong Ar-

thur for to ryde for his fwerd
/

I wyll wel faid Arthur
/ & ro-

de faft after y" fwerd / & whan he cam home / the lady & al were 15

out to fee the louftyng / thenne was Arthur wroth & faide to

hym felf
/

I will ryde to the chircheyard / & take the fvverd with

me that ftycketh in the flone
/

for my broder fir kay flial not be

without a fwerd this day /
fo whan he cam to the chircheyard

fir Arthur ali3t & tayed his hors to the ftyle / & fo he wente to 20

the tent
/
& found no kny3tes there

/
for they were atte luftyng

& fo he handled the fwerd by the handels
/
and li3tly & fierfly

pulled it out of the ftone / & took his hors & rode his way vn-

tyll he came to his broder fir kay /
& delyuerd hym the fvverd / &

as fone as fir kay faw the fwerd he wift wel it was the fvverd
25

of the ftone / & fo he rode to his fader fyr E6lor / & faid / fire / loo

here is the fvverd of the ll;one
/
wherfor I muft be kyng of thys

land
/
when fyre Eflor beheld the fwerd

/
he retorned ageyne &

cam to the chirche
/
& there they ali-^te al thre

/
& wente in to the

chirche
/
And anon he made fir kay fvvere vpon a book / how jo

he came to that fvverd
/ Syr faid fir kay by my broder Arthur

for he brought it to me
/
how gate ye this fwerd faid fir E6tor

to Arthur
/

fir I will telle you when I cam home for my bro-

ders fvverd
/

I fond no body at home to delyuer me his fvverd

And fo I thought my broder fyr kay fliold not be fwerdles ^5

& fo I cam hyder egerly & pulled it out of the ftone withoute

ony payn / found ye ony kny3tes about this fvverd feid fir e6lor

Nay faid Arthur
;
Now faid fir Ector to Arthur I vnderfiade
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yc mud: be kynge of this land
/ whcrfore I

/ faj-d Artluir and

for what caufc
/

Sire faide E6lor
/

for god wille haue hit foo

for ther fliold ncuer man haue drawen oute this fwerde
/ but

he that llial be rightwys kyng of this land /
Now lete me fee

5 whether ye can putte the fwerd ther as it was
/
and pulle hit

oute ageyne /
that is no mayltry faid Arthur

/
and foo he put it

in the flone / vvherwith alle Sir Eflor affayed to pulle oute the

fwerd and faylled

C Capitulum scytum
Ow affay faid Syre Kflor vnto Syre kay /

And a-

'° II %'non he pulled at the fwerd with alle his myghte / but

it wold not be
/
Now fhal ye affay faid Syre E6tor to Arthur

I wyll vvel faid Arthur and pulled it out eafily / And ther-

with alle Syre E6lor knelyd doune to the erthe and Syre

Kay / Alias faid Arthur myne own dere fader and broder why
15 knele ye to me

/ Nay nay my lord Arthur
/ it is not fo I was

neuer your fader nor of your blood / but I wote wel ye are of

an hygher blood than I wende ye were / And thenne Syre Ec-

tor told hym all how he was bitaken hym for to nouriffhe hym
And by whoos commandement / and by Merlyns delyueraiice

20 ^ Thenne Arthur made grete doole whan he vnderftood that

Syre E6lor was not his fader
/ Sir faid E6lor vnto Arthur

woll ye be my good & gracious lord when ye are kyng / els we-

re I to blame faid arthur for ye are the man in the world that

I am moft be holdyng to
/
& my good lady and moder your wyf

25 that as wel as her owne hath foftred me and kepte / And yf
euer hit be goddes will that I be kynge as ye fay / ye fliall de-

fyre of me what I may doo / and I fhalle not faille yow / god
forbede I fliold faille yow / Sir faid Sire E6lor

/
I will afke

no more of yow /
but that ye wille make my fone your fofter

30 broder Syre Kay Senceall of alle your landes
/ That fhalle be

done faid Arthur
/
and more by the feith of my body that neuer

man flialle haue that office but he whj'le he and I lyue / There

with all they wente vnto the Archebiffhop / and told hym how

the fwerd was encheued
/
and by whome / and on twelfth day

35 alle the barons cam thyder /
and to affay to take the fwerd who

that wold affay / But there afore hem alle ther myghte none

take it out but Arthur / wherfor ther were many lordes wroth
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And faide it was grete fliame vnto them all and the reame to

be ouer gouernyd with a boye of no hyghe blood borne / And
lo they fell oute at that tyme that it was put of tyll Candel-

mas / And thenne alle the barons fliold mete there ageyne / but

ahvey the x knyghtes were ordeyned to watche the fwerd day 5

& ny3t /
& fo they fette a pauelione ouer the (tone &

]>°
fwerd &

fyue alwayes watched
/ Soo at Candalmaffe many moo gre-

te lordes came thyder for to haue wonne the fwerde / but there

myghte none preuaille /
And right as Arthur dyd at Crift-

niaffe
/ he dyd at Candelmaffe and pulled oute the fwerde e- 10

afeiy wherof the Barons were fore agreued and put it of in

delay till the hyghe fefte of Eefter / And as Arthur fped a-

fore
/ fo dyd he at Eefter

/ yet there were fome of the grete lordes

had indignacion that Arthur fliold be kynge / and put it of in

a delay tyll the feeft of Pentecofte / Thenne the Archebiffhop 15

of Caunterbury by Merlyns prouydence lete purueye thenne

of the beft knyghtes that they myghte gete /
And fuche knygh-

tes as Vtherpendragon loued beft and mooft trufted in his

dayes / And fuche knyghtes weie put aboute Arthur as fyr

Bawdewyn of Bretayn / fyre kaynes / fyre Vlfyus / fyre bar- 20

has /
All thefe with many other were alweyes about Arthur

day and nyghte till the fefte of Pentecost

C Capitulum fcptimum

HNd
at the fefte of pentecoft alle maner of men affayed

to pulle at the fwerde that wold affay /
but none my-

ghte preuaille but Arthur / and pulled it oute afore 25

all ihe lordes and comyns that were there /
wherfore alle the co-

myns cryed at ones we wille haue Arthur vnto our kyng
we wille put hym nomore in delay /

for we alle fee that it is

goddes wille that he flialle be our kynge / And who that hol-

deth ageynft it we wille flee hym /
And therwith all they kne- 30

1yd at ones both ryche and poure /
and cryed Arthur mercy

by caufe they had delayed hym foo longe /
and Arthur foryaf

hem
/
and took the fwerd bitwene both his handes / and offred

it vpon the aulter where the Archebiffhop was / and fo was

he made knyghte of the beft man that was there / And fo anon 35
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was the coronacyon made / And ther was he fwornc vnto his

lordes & tlie comyns for to be a true kyng to fband with true

luftyce fro thens forth the dayes of this lyf /
Alfo thene he ma-

de alle lordes that helde of the crounc to come in
/
and to do fcr-

5 uyce as they oughte to doo
/
And many complayntes were ma-

de vnto fir Artliur of grete wrongcs that were done fyn the

dethe of kyng Vthcr
/
of many londes that were bereued lordes

knyghtes / ladyes & gentilmen /
wherfor kynge Arthur maade

the londes to be yeuen ageyne to them that oughte hem
/

10 ^ Whanne this was done that the kyng had ftabliffhed alle

the countreyes aboute london / thenne he lete make Syr kay fen-

cial of Englond / and fir Baudewyn of Bretayne was made

Conftable / and fir Vlfyus was made chamberlayn /
And fire

Braftias was maade wardeyn to wayte vpon the northe fro

'5 Trent forwardes for it was j'' tyme ]>" most party the kynges

enemyes /
But within fewe yeres after Arthur wan alle the

north fcotland
/
and alle that were vnder their obeiffaunce /

Alfo walys a parte of it helde ayenft Arthur / but he ouercam

hem al as he dyd the remenaunt thurgh the noble proweffe

2o of hym felf and his knyghtes of the round table

C Capitulum octauum
/^^i^Henne the kyng remeued in to walys / and lete crye

/la grete fefle that it fliold be holdyn at Pentecoft after

^^^ the incoronacion of hym at the Cyte of Carlyon / vnto

the fell come kyng Lott of Lowthean / and of Orkeney / with

25 fyue C knystes with hym / Alfo ther come to the fefle kynge

Vryens of gore with four C kny5tes with hym ^ Alfo

ther come to that feefle kyng Nayntres of garloth with feuen

C knyghtes with hym / Alfo ther came to the feeft the kynge

of Scotland with fixe honderd knyghtes with hym / and he

30 was but a yong man
/

Alfo ther came to the fefte a kyng that

was called the kyng with the honderd knyghtes / but he and

his men were paffyng wel bifene at al poyntes Alfo ther cam

the kyng of Cardos with fyue honderd knyghtes / And kyng
Arthur was glad of their comynge / for he wende that al the

35 kynges & knyghtes had come for grete loue / and to haue do-

ne hym worfliip at his felle / wherfor the kyng made grete io-

ye / and fente the kynges and knyghtes grete prefentes / But
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the kynges wold none receyue / but rebuked the meffagers

fhamefully / and faid they had no ioye to receyue no yeftes of

a berdles boye that was come of lowe blood / and fente hym
word / they wold none of his yeftes / But that they were co-

me to gyue hym yeftes with hard fvverdys betwixt the neck 5

and the fliolders / And therfore they came thyder /
fo they told

to the meffagers playnly /
for it was grete fhame to all them

to fee fuche a boye to haue a rule of foo noble a reaume as this

land was / With this anfuer the meffagers departed & told

to kyng Arthur this anfuer
/

wherfor by the aduys of his ba- lo

rons he took hym to a ftrong towre with / v / C good men with

hym /
And all the kynges afore faid in a maner leyd a fyege

tofore hym /
but kyng Arthur was well vytailled / And with-

in XV dayes ther came Merlyn amonge hem in to the Cyte of

Carlyon / thenne all the kynges were paffyng gladde of Mer- 15

lyn / and afked hym for what caufe is that boye Arthur made

your kynge / Syres faid Merlyn / I flialle telle yow the caufe

for he is kynge Vtherpendragons fone borne in wedlok goten
on Igrayne the dukes wyf of Tyntigail / thenne is he a baf-

tard they faid al / nay faid Merlyn / After the deth of the du- 20

ke more than thre houres was Arthur begoten / And xiij da-

yes after kyng Vther wedded Igrayne / And therfor I pre-

ue hym he is no baftard / And who faith nay / he flial be kyng
and ouercome alle his enemyes / And or he deye /

he flialle be

long kynge of all Englond /
and haue vnder his obeyffaunce 25

Walys / yrland and Scotland / and moo reames than I will

now reherce / Some of the kynges had merueyl of Merlyns
wordes and demed well that it fhold be as he faid

/ And fom

of hem lough hym to fcorne
/
as kyng Lot / and mo other cal-

led hym a wytche /
But thenne were they accorded with Mer- 30

lyn that kynge Arthur fjiold come oute and fpeke with the

kynges /
and to come fauf and to goo fauf

/ fuche furaunce ther

was made
/
So Merlyn went vnto kynge Arthur / and told

hym how he had done
/ and badde hym fere not but come oute

boldly and fpeke with hem / and fpare hem not
/ but anfuere 35

them as their kynge and chyuetayn / for ye flial ouercome hem
all whether they wille or nylle /

C Capitulum iy
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/^^^^Hoiine kyngc Arthur came oute of liis tour / ami had

/ I viulcr his gowne a lefferaunte of double maylle / and

^^j^ ther wcnte with h\m the Archcbifdiop of Caunterbu-

ry /
and fyr Baudewyn of Bretayne and fyr kay / and fyre

5 Braftias / tliefe were the men of inoofl: worlhip that were with

h\m
/ And whan they were mette / there was no mekenes but

floute wordes on bothe fydes /
but alweyes kynge Arthur an-

fuerd them and faid / he wold make them to bowe and he lyucd

wherfore they departed with wrath
/

and kynge Artluir badde
10 kepe hem wel

/
and they bad the kynge kepe hym wel / Soo the

kynge retorned hym to the toure ageyne and armed hym and

alle his kny3tes /
what will ye do faid Merlyn to the kynges

ye were better for to ftynte / for ye fhalle not here preuaille tho-

ugh ye were x fo many /
be we wel auyfed to be aferd of a dre-

"5 me reder faid kyng Lot
/

with that Merlyn vanyffhed aweye /

and came to Kynge Arthur / and bad hym fet on hem fierfly /
&

in the mene whyle there were thre honderd good men of the beft

that were with the kynges /
that wente ftreyghte vnto kynge

Arthur / and that comforted hym gretely / Syr faid Merlyn to

20 Arthur
/ fyghte not with the fwerde ye had by myracle /

til that ye fee ye go vnto the wers
/
thenne drawe it out and do

your beft
/ So forth with alle kynge Arthur fette vpon hem in

their lodgyng /
And fyre Bawdewyn fyre Kay and fyr Braf-

tias flewe on the right hand & on the lyfte hand that it was

25 merueylle /
and alweyes Kynge Arthur on horfback leyd on

with a fwerd and dyd merueillous dedes of armes that ma-

ny of the kynges had grete ioye of his dedes and hardyneffe /

Thenne Kynge Lot brake out on the bak fyde / and the kyng
with the honderd knyghtes and kyng Carados /

and fette on

30 Arthur fierfly behynde hym / with that Syre Arthur torned

with his knyghtes / and fmote behynd and before / and euer fir

Arthur was in the formeft prees tyl his hors was flayne vn-

dernethe hym / And therwith kynge lot fmote doune kyng Ar-

thur / With that his four knyghtes receyued hym and fet hym
35 an horfback / thene he drewe his fwerd Excalibur / but it was

fo bryght in his enemyes eyen / that it gaf light lyke xxx tor-

chys / And therwith he put hem on bak / and flewe moche peple

And thenne the comyns of Carlyon aroos with clubbis and

[leaf 23 verso]



Sooh (.] [ 47 ] [Cbap. r.

ftauys and flewe many knyghtes /
but alle the kynges hel-

de them to gyders with her knyghtes that were lefte on ly-ue /

and fo fled and departed /
And Merlyn come vnto Arthur

/

and counceilled hym to folowe hem no further ^ (Ztl j y

/^^^ O after the fefte and iourneye kynge Arthur drewe 5

^^ ^ hym vnto london
/
and foo by the counceil of Merlyn

^^^r the kyng lete calle his barons to couceil
/

for Merlyn

had told the kynge that the fixe kynges that made warre vp-

on hym wold in al hafte be awroke on hym & on his landys

wherfor the kyng aflved counceil at hem al
/ they coude no coun- 10

ceil gyue but faid they were bygge ynough / ye faye wel faid

Arthur
/

I thanke you for your good courage /
but wil ye al

that loveth me fpeke with Merlyn ye knowe wel that he hath

done moche for me
/
and he knoweth many thynges /

& whan

he is afore you /
I wold that ye prayd hym hertely of his beft '5

auyfe / Alle the barons fayd they wold pray hym and defyre

hym / Soo Merlyn was fente for & fair defyred of al the ba-

rons to gyue them belt counceil / I fliall fay you faid Merlyn
I warne yow al

/ your enemyes are paffyng ftrong for yow /

and they are good men of armes as ben on lyue / & by thys 20

tyme they haue goten to them four kynges mo
/
and a mygh-

ty duke
/
and onleffe that our kyng haue more chyualry with

hym than he may make within Y boundys of his own reame

and he fyghte with hem in batail / he thai be ouercome & flayn

what were beft to doo in this caufe faid al the barons / I flial 25

telle you faid Merlyn myne aduys / there ar two bretheren be-

yond the fee / & they be kynges bothe and merueillous good men

of her handes
/
And that one hyghte Kynge Ban of Benwic

And that other hyght Kyng Bors of gaule that is Fraunce

And on thefe two Kynges warrith a myghty man of men 30

the Kynge Claudas / and (Iryueth with hem for a cartel / and

grete werre is betwixt them
/
But this Claudas is fo myghty

of goodes wherof he geteth good Kny3tes that he putteth thefe

two kynges mooft parte do the werfe / wherfor this is my coun-

ceil that our kyng and fouerayne lord fende vnto the kynges 35

Ban and Bors by two trufty knyghtes with letters wel

deuyfed / that and they wil come and fee kynge Arthur and

his courte
/
& fo helpe hym in his warrys that he wil be fworne
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viito them to helpe them in their warrys ageynft kynge Claii-

das
/ Now wliat faye ye vnto this counceill faid Merlyn / thys

is wel counceilled faid the kyngc & alle the Barons / right fo

in alle haftc ther were ordcyned to goo two knyghtes on the

5 meffage vnto the two kynges / Soo were tliere made letters in

the plefaunt wyfe accordyng vnto kyng Arthurs defyre / VI-

fyus and Braflias were made the meffagers /
& fo rode forth

wel horfed and wel armed /
and as the gyfe was that tyme

& fo paffed the fee & rode toward the cyte of Benwyck /
and

10 there byfydes were viij knyghtes that afpyed them / And at a

ftra)-t paffage they mette with Vlfyus & Braftias
/
& wold

haue taken hem pryfoners /
fo they prayd hem that they myght

paffe / for they were meffagers vnto kyng Ban & Bors fent

from kynge Arthur / therfor faid the viij knyghtes ye fhalle

IS dye or be pryfoners /
for we ben knyghtes of kyng Claudas

And therwith two of them dreffid their fperys /
and Vlfyus

and Braftias dreffid theire fperes and ranne to gyder with

grete raundon / And Claudas knyghtes brack their fperes /

and ther to hylde and bare the two knyghtes out of her fadels

2o to the erthe
/
and fo lefte hem lyeng and rode her wayes / And

the other fixe knyghtes rode afore to a paffage to mete wyth
hem ageyne / and fo Vlfyus & Braftias fmote other two doun

And fo paft on her wayes /
And at the fourth paffage there

mette two for two / and bothe were leid vnto the erthe
/

fo ther

25 was none of the viij knyghtes but he was fore hurte or brj'fed

And whan they come to Benwick it fortuned ther were both

kynges Ban and Bors / And whan it was told the kynges

that there were come meffagers /
there were fente vnto them

ij

knyghtes of worfhip /
the one hyghte Lyonfes lord of the co-

30 untry of payarne and Sir phariaunce a worfliipful knyght

Anone they afked from whens they came /
and they faid from

kynge Arthur kyng of Englond /
fo they took them in theyre

armes and made grete ioye eche of other /
But anon as the

ij

kynges wift they were meffagers of Arthurs / ther was ma-

35 de no tar>'enge / but forthwith they fpak with the knyghtes / &
welcomed hem in the feythfuUeft wyfc /

& faid / they were moft

welcome vnto them before alle the kynges lyuynge / and ther

with they kyft the letters & delj-uerd hem
/
And whan Ban
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and Bors vnderftood the letters /
thcnne were they more wcl

come than they were before /
And after the hall of the letters

/

they gaf hem this anfuer that they wold fulfille the defyre of

kynge Arthurs wrytyng & Vlfyus & Braflias tary there as

longe as they wold / they fliold haue fuche chere as myghte be 5

made them in tho marchys /
Thenne Vlfyus & Braflias told

the kyng of the adueture at their paffages of the eyghte kny3-

tes
/
Ha A faid Ban and Bors they were my good frendes

I wold I had wyft of hem they (liold not haue efcaped fo

So Vlfius & Braftias had good chere and grete yeftes as lo

moche as they myghte bere awey /
and haddc their anfuere by

mouthe and by wrytyngc that tho two Kynges wold come

vnto Arthur in all the halt that they my3te / So the two Kny-
tes rode on a fore

/
and paffed the fee

/
and come to their lord

and told hym how they had fpedde /
wherof Kynge Arthur 15

was paffyng gladde /
At what tyme fuppofe ye /

the
ij Kynges

wol be here / Syr faid they afore all halowmaffe / Thenne the

kynge lete puruey for a grete feefte
/
and lete crye a grete luf-

tes / And by all halowmaffe the two kynges were come ouer

the fee with thre honderd kny3tes wel arayed both for the pees 20

and for the werre /
And kyng Arthur mette with hem x my-

le oute of london /
and ther was grete ioye as coude be thou3t

or made /
And on al halowmaffe /

at the grete feefle fate in the

halle the thre kynges /
and fyre kay fencial ferued in the halle

And Syr lucas the bottelere that was duke Corneus fone
/ & 25

fir gryflet that was the fone of Cardol /
these iij kny3tes had

the rule of a lie the feruyfe that ferued the kynges /
And anon

as they had wafflien & ryfen /
al kny3tes that wold lufte ma-

de hem redy / by than they were redy on horfl^ak there were vij

C knyghtes /
And Arthur Ban and Bors with the Archebif- .^o

fliop of Caunterbury /
and fyre E6lor kays fader they were in

a place couerd with clothe of gold lyke an halle with ladyes

and gentilwymmen for to behold who dyd beft and theron to

g'ue lugement C CapitUlUm yj

HNd
kynge Arthur and the two Kynges lete departe 35

the vij C knj'ghtes in two partyes And there were iij

C knyghtes of the reame of Benwick and of gau-

le torned on the other fyde than they dreffid her fheldes
/
and
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bcgannc to couchc her fpcrcs many good knj'ghtes / So Gryf-

let was the fiirt that mette with a knyghte one ladynas and

they mett fo egerly that al men hadde wonder
/
And they foo

faughte that her flicldes fcllc to pycccs / and hors and man

5 fellc to the erthe / And bothe the frcnfflie knyghte and the En-

glyffhe knyghte lay fo longe that allc men wend they had ben

dede
/ Whan lucas the botteler fawe Gryflet foo lye / he horfed

hym ageyne anon / and they two dyd merucillous dedcs of ar-

mes with many bachelcrs
/ Alfo fyre kay came oute of an en-

10 buffhement with fyue knyghtcs with hym / and they fixe fmo-

te other fixe doune / But fyr kay dyd that day merueillous

dedes of armes
/ that ther was none dyd fo wel as he that day

Thenne ther come ladynas & Graftian two knyghtes of fra-

unce /
and dyd paffynge wel that all men preyfed them /

IS Thenne come there Syre placidas a good knyghte and mette

with fyr kay and fmote hym doune hors and man / wherfore

Syre gryflet was wrothe and mette with Syre placidas foo

harde that hors and man felle to the erthe
/
But whan the / v /

knyghtes wyft that fyr kay had a falle they were wrothe out

2o of wyt / And therwith eche of them / v
/ bare doune a knyghte /

Whanne kyng Arthur and the two kynges fawe hem begyn
waxe wrothe on bothe partyes / they lepte on fmale hakeneis /

and lete crye that all men fliold departe vnto their lodgynge
And fo they wente home and vnarmed them and fo to euen-

25 fonge and fouper / And after the thre kynges wente in to a

gardyn / and gaf the pryce vnto fyre kay and to lucas the bot-

telere / and vnto Syre Gryflet / And thenne they wente vnto

counceil
/ and with hem gwenbaus the brother vnto fyr Ban

& Bors a wyfe Clerk / and thyder went Vifyus and Braf-

30 tias and Merlyn / And after they had ben in counceill
/ they

wente vn to bedde / And on the morne they herde maffe and to

dyner / and fo to their counceille and made many argumentis
what were beft to doo / At the lafl they were concluded

/
that

Merlyn fhold goo with a token of kyng Ban and that was

35 a rynge vnto his men and kynge Bors and Gracian & pla-

cidas fliolde goo ageyne and kepe theire cartels and her coun-

treyes / as for kynge Ban of Benwick and kynge Bors of

Gaules had ordeyned hem
/ and fo paffed the fee and came to
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15enwyck /
And whan the peple fawe kyng Bans rynge &

gracian and placidas they were glad / and afl<ed how the kyn-

ges ferd /
and made grete ioye of their welfare and cordyng /

and accordynge vnto the fouerayne lordes defyre / the men of

warre made hem redy in al haft poffyble / foo that they were xv s

M on hors and foot /
and they had grete plente of vytaylle

with hem by Merlyns prouyfyon /
But gracian and placidas

were lefte to furnyffhe and garnyffhe the caftels for drede of

kynge Claudas / ryght fo Merlyn paffed the fee wel vytailled

bothe by water and by land /
And whan he came to the fee / he lo

fente home the foote men ageyne and took no mo with hym /

but X M men on horfbak the moofl parte men of armes and fo

(hypped and paffed the fee in to Englond /
and londed at Do-

uer / and thorow the wytte of Merlyn he had the hooft North-

ward the pryuyeft wey that coude be thoughte vnto the foreift 15

of Bedegrayne /
and there in a valey he lodged hem fecretely /

^ Thenne rode Merlyn vnto Arthur and the two kynges &

told hem how he had fped /
wherof they had grete merueylle /

that man on erthe myghte fpede fo foone /
and goo and come

So Merlyn told them x M were in the foreft of Bedegrayne 20

wel armed at al poyntes / thenne was there no more to faye /

but to horfbak wente all the hoolt as Arthur had afore pur-

ueyed / So with xx M he paffed by nyghte and day / but ther

was made fuche an ordenaunce afore by Merlyn that ther fliold

no man of werre ryde nor go in no countrey on this fyde trent 25

water /
but yf he had a token from kynge Arthur

/ where tho-

row the kynges enemyes durfte not ryde as they dyd to fore

to afpye

C Capitulum yij

mNd
foo within a lytel fpace the thre kynges came vn-

to the Caftel of Bedegrayne / and fond there a paf- 3°

fyngc fayr felaufliip and wel be fene / wherof they had

grete ioye /
and vytaille they wanted none /

This was the

caufe of the northeren hooft that they were rered for the defpyte

and rebuke the fyx kynges had at Carlyon / And tho vj kyn-

ges by her meanes gate vnto hem fyue other kynges / And 35

thus they beganne to gadre theyr peple 4J And how

they fware that for wele nor woo they fhold not leue other /
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tyl they had deftroyed Arthur / and thcnnc they made an oth

The fjrll that began nc the othe was the duke of Candebenet /

that he wold brynge with hym v M men of armes the which

were redy on horfbak / Thenne fware kynge Brandegoris of

5 rtranggore that he wold brynge v M men of armes on horf-

bak
/ Thenne fware kynge Claryuaus of Northumberland he

wold brynge thrc thoufand men of armes
/

thenne fware the

kyng of the C knyghtes that was a paffynge good man and

a yonge that he wold brynge four thoufand men of armes on

10 horfbak / thenne ther fwore kynge Lott a paffyng good kny3t
and fyre Gawayns fader that he wold brynge v M men of

armes on horfbak
/
Alfo ther fwore kynge Vryence that was

fyr Vwayns fader of the lond of gore and he wold brynge

vj M men of armes on horfbak
/

Alfo ther fwore kyng Idres

15 of Cornewallle that he wold brynge v M men of armes on

horfbak / Alfo ther fwore kynge cardelmans to brynge v M me
on horfbak

/
Alfo ther fwore kyng Agwyfaunce of Irelond to

brynge v M men of armes on horfbak /
Alfo ther fwore kyng

Nentres to brynge v M men of armes on horfbak
/ Alfo there

20 fwore kynge Carados to brynge v M of armes on horf-

bak
/ Soo her hool hooft was of clene men of armes on horfbak

fyfty thoufand and a foot x thoufand of good mennes body-

es
/ thenne were they foone redy and mounted vpon hors and

fente forth their fore rydars / for thefe xj kynges in her wayes

^5 leyd a fyege unto the caftel of Bedegrayne / and fo they depar-

ted and drewe toward Arthur and lefte fewe to abyde at the

fyege for the caftel of Bedegrayne was holden of kynge Ar-

thur / and the men that were theryn were Arthurs

C Capitulum yiij

|Oo by ]\Ierlyns aduys ther were fente fore rydars to

;o ^"^^r fl<umme the Countreye /
& they mette with the fore ry-

dars of the north / and made hem to telle whiche wey the hoofte

cam /
and thenne they told it to Arthur / and by kyng Ban

and Bors counceill they lete brenne and deflroye alle the con-

trey afore them there they fhold ryde / ^ The kynge with the

35 honderd knyghtes mette a wonder dreme two nyghtes a fore

the bataille / that ther blevve a grete wynde & blewe doun her caf-

tels and her townes / and after that cam a water and bare hit
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all awey / Allc that herd of the fweuen faid
/

it was a token of

grete batayll / Thenne by counceill of Mcrlyn whan they wift

whiche wey the xj kynges wold ryde and lodge that nyghte

At mydnyght they fette vpon them as they were in theyr pa-

uelyons / But the fcoute watche by her hooft cryed lordcs att 5

armes for here be your enemyes at your hand

/^^ C Capitulum yiiij
/ 1 Henne kynge Arthur and kynge Ban and Kynge

^^J^Bors with her good and trufty knyghtcs fet on hem
fo fyerfly that he made them ouer throwe her pauelions on her

hedys / but the xj kynges by manly proweffe of armes tooke 10

a fayre champayne / but there was flayne that morowe tyde x

M good mennys bodyes / And fo they had afore hem a ftrong

paffaye yet were they fyfty M of hardy men / Thenne it drewe

toward day / now fhalle ye doo by myne aduys faid Merlyn
vnto the thre kynges I wold that kynge Ban and kynge 15

Bors with her felaufhip of x M men were put in a wood he-

re befyde in an enbuffhement and kepe them preuy / and that

they be leid or the lyght of the daye come / and that they flere

not tyll ye and your knyghtes haue foughte with hem longe

And whanne hit is daye lyght dreffe your bataille euen afore 20

them and the paffage that they may fee alle your hoofle / For

thenne wyl they be the more hardy when they fee yow but a-

boute XX M
/
and caufe hem to be the gladder to fuffre yow and

youre hooft to come ouer the paffage / All the thre kynges and

the hoole barons fayde that Merlyn faid paffyngly wel
/ and 25

it was done anone as Merlyn had deuyfed / Soo on the morn

whan eyther hooft fawe other / the hooft of the north was well

comforted / Thenne to Vlfyus and Braftias were delyuerd

thre thowfand men of armes
/
and they fette on them fyerfl)'

in the paffage / and flewe on the ryght hand and on the lyft 30

hand that it was wonder to telle /

^ Whanne that the enleuen kynges fawe that there was fo fc-

we a felaufhip dyd fuche dedes of armes they were afliamed

and fette on hem agayne fyerfly / and ther was fyr Vlfyus

hors (layne vndcr hym / but he dyd merueylloudy well on 35

focte
/ ^ But the Duke Euftace of Cambenet
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and Kyngc Claryaunce of Northumberland / were alweye

greuous on Vlfyus /
thenne Braflias fawc his felawe ferd

fo with al
/
he fmote the duke with a fpcre that hors & man fell

doune / that fawe kyng Claryaunce and retorncd vnto Braf-

5 tias / and eyther fmote other foo that hors & man wente to the

erthe
/
and fo they lay long aftonyed /

& their hors knees brad

to the hard bone
/

Thenne cam Syr kay the fencyal with fyxe

felawes with hym / and dyd paffyng wel /
with that cam the

xj kyngcs / and ther was Gryflet put to the erthe hors & man
lo and lucas the bottelere hors and man by kynge Brandego-

rys and kyng Idres & kyng Agwyfaunce / thene waxed the

medic paffynge hard on bothe partyes / whan fyre kay fawe

Gryflet on foote / he rode on kyng Nentres & fmote hym doun

and lad his hors vnto fyr gryflet & horfed hym ageyne /
Al-

15 fo fyr kay with the fame fpere fmote doun kyng Lott / & hurt

hym paffyng fore /
that fawe the kyng with the C kny3tes and

ran vnto fyr kay and fmote hym doune and toke his hors
/ &

gaf hym kyng Lott wherof he faid gramercy / whan fyr Gryf-

let fawe fyr kay & lucas the bottelere on foote
/
he tooke a fliarp

2o fpere grete and fquare / and rode to pynel a good man of ar-

mes / and fmote hors and man doune /
And thenne he tooke

his hors
/
and gaf hym vnto fyr kay /

Thenne kynge Lot faw

kyng Nentres on foote / he ranne vnto Melot dc la roche / & fmo-

te hym doune hors and man & gaf kyng Nentres the hors &
75 horfed hym ageyne /

Alfo the kyng of the C kny3tes fawe ky-

nge Idres on foot thenne he ran vnto Gwymyart de bloy and

fmote hym doune hors and man & gaf kynge Idres the hors

& horfed hym ageyne /
& kyng Lot fmote doun Claryaunce de

la foreift faueage & gaf the hors vnto duke Euftace / And fo

30 whanne they had horfed the kynges ageyne they drewe hem

al xj kynges to gyder and faid they wold be reuenged of the

dommage that they had taken that day /
The meane whyle cam

in fyr Eftor with an egyr countenaunce /
and found Vlfyus

and Braftias on foote in grete perylle of deth that were fow-

35 le defoyled vnder horffeet / Thenne Arthur as a lyon ranne vn-

to kynge Cradelment of North walys / and fmote hym tho-

rowc the lyftc fyde that the hors and the kyngc fylle doune /

And thenne he tooke the hors by the raj-nc /
and laddc hym
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vnto Vlfyus & faid haue this hors myn old frend
/ for gre-

te nede haft thow of hors / gramercy faid Vlfyus / thenne fyre

Arthur dyd fo nierueilloufly in armes that all men had vvon-

dyr / Whan the kynge with the C knyghtes fawe kyng Cradcl-

ment on foote / he ranne vnto fyre E6lor that was wel horfed 5

fyr kayes fader / and fmote hors and man doune
/
and gaf the

hors vnto the kynge / and horfed hym ageyne / and when kyng
Arthur fawe the kyng ryde on fyr E6lors hors he was wroth

and with his fwerd he fmote the kynge on the helme
/ that a

quarter of the helme and fhelde fyll doune / and fo the fwerd lo

carf doune vnto the hors neck
/
and fo the kyng & the hors fyll

doune to the ground / Thenne fyr kay cam vnto fyr Morgano-
re fencial with the kyng of the C knyghtes & fmote hym doun

hors and man / and lad the hors vnto his fader fyre E6lor /

thenne fyr Eftor ranne vnto a knyght hyghte lardans
/ & fmo- 15

te hors & man doune / & lad the hors vnto fyr Braftias that

grete nede had of an hors and was gretely defoyled / whan

Braftias beheld lucas the bottcler that lay lyke a dede man
vnder the horfe feet

/
and euer fyr Gryflet dyd merueilloufly

for to refcowe hym /
and there were alweyes xiiij knyghtes on 20

fyr lucas
/ & thenne Braftias fmote one of hem on the helme /

that it wcnte to the teeth / & he rode to another and fmote hym
that the arme flewe in to the feld / ThCne he wente to the third

and fmote hym on the fliolder that ftiolder and arme flewe in

the feld / And whan Gryflet fawe refcowes / he fmote a kny- 25

ght on the tempils that hede & helme wente to the erthe
/ and

gryflet took the hors of that knyght & lad hym vnto fyr lu-

cas
/ & bad hym mounte vpon the hors & reuenge his hurtes /

For Braftias had flayne a knyghtc to fore & horfed gryf-

/^fcr'iet/
c Capitulum y\> ^^

d \ Henne lucas fawe kyng Agwyfaunce that late haddc

^^Jgr flayne Morys de la roche / and lucas ran to hym with

a fl:ort fpere that was grete / that he gaf hym fuche a falle that

the hors felle doun to the erthe / Alfo lucas found there on fo-

te bloyas de la flaundres and fyr Gwynas ij hardy kny3tes 35

& in that woodcnes that lucas was in / he flewe
ij bachelers &

horfed hem ageyn /
thene waxid the batail poffyng hard on both

partycs / but arthur was glad ])'
his kny^tes were horfed aycne
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& tliCnc they foiighte to gyders that the noj-fc and fovvnc rang

by the water & the wood
/ wherfor kyng Ban and kyng bors

made them redy and dreffyd the\-r flieldes and harneys /
and

they were fo couragyous that many Knyglitcs (hoke & beuerd

5 for egrenes / All this whyle lucas and Gwynas & bryaunte

& BelJyas of Flaundrys helde flrong medic ayenfl vj kyn-

ges / that was Kynge Lott / kynge Nentres
/ kyng Brandego-

rys / Kyng Idres / kyng Vryens & kyng Agwyfaunce / Soo

with the helpe of fyre kay & of fyr gryflet / they helde thefe vj

lo kynges hard that vnnethe they had ony power to defend them

But whan fyr Arthur fawe the batail wold not be cndyd

by no maner / he ferd wood as a lyon /
& flcrcd his hors here

& there on the right hand & on the lyft hand . that he ftynte not

tyl he had flayne xx kny5tes / Alfo he wounded kyng Lot fo-

15 re on the fliolder and made hym to leue that ground /
for fyre

kay & gryflet dyd with kyng Arthur there grete dedes of ar-

mes /
Thenne Vlfyus and Braftias & fir Eflor encountred

ageynft the duke Euftace & kyng Cradelment & kyng Cradel-

mfit and kynge Claryaunce of Northumberland & kyng Ca-

20 rados & ageynft the kyng with the C kny^tes / So thefe kny3-
tes encountred with thefe kynges that they made them to auoy-
de the grounde / thene Kyng Lott made grete dool for his dom-

magis & his felawes
/ & faid vnto the x kynges but yf yc wil

do as I deuyfe we flialle be flayn & deftroyed /
Icte me haue the

25 kynge with the C Kny3tes & kyng Agwyfaunce & kyng I-

dres and the duke of Canbenec / & we v Kynges wol haue

XV M men of armes with vs & we wille go on parte / wyle yc

vj Kynges holdc medic with xij M
/
& we fee that ye haue

fou3ten with hem long thcne will we come on fyerfly / & ellys

30 Ihall we neuer matche hem faid kynge Lot but by this meane

So they departed as they here dcuyfed / & vj kynges made her

party ftrong ageynft Arthur and made grete warrc longe /

In the meane whylc brake the cnbuffliemcnt of Kynge Ban
and kynge bors and Lyonfes and Pharyaunce had the ad-

35 uant garde / and they two knyghtes mette with kyng Idres

and his felaufliip / and there began a grete medelc of brckyng
of fpcrcs and fm\t\-nge of f\verd)-s with flc\-ngc of men and

horfes / And kjngc Idres was ncrc at difcomforturc
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That favve Agwyfaunce the kynge and put lyonfes and pha-

ryaunce in poynte of dethe /
for the duke of Canbenek came on

with all with a grete felaufhip /
foo thefe two knyghtes were

in grete daunger of their lyues that they were fayn to retorne

but alweyes they refcowed hem felf and their felaufliip mer- 5

ueilloufly /
Whan kynge Bors fawe tho knyghtes put on bak

it greued hym fore / thene he cam on fo faft that his felaufhip

femed as blak as Inde / whan kyng Lot had afpyed kynge

bors /
he knewe hym wel / thenne he faid O Ihefu defende vs fr5

deth & horryble maymes / for I fee wel we ben in grete perylle 10

of dethe / for I fee yonder a kynge one of the moft worfliipful-

left men & one of the beft kny^tes of the world ben enclyned

vnto his felaufliip / what is he faid the kynge with the C kny}-

tes /
it is faid kyng Lot kyng bors of gaule / I merueile how

they come in to this countreye without wetynge of vs all '5

It was by Merlyns auyfe faid the knyghte /
As for hym fa-

yd kynge Carados /
I wylle encountre with kynge bors

/
and

ye wil refcowe me whan myfter is
/ go on faid they al

/ we wil

do all that we may / thenne kyng Carados & his hoofi: rode on a

fofte pace tyl that they come as nyghe kynge Bors as bowe 20

draughte /
thenne eyther bataill lete their hors renne as fait as

they myghte /
And Bleoberys that was godfon vnto kynge

Bors he bare his chyef ftandard / that was a paffynge good

knyghte /
Now fliall we fee faid kyng Bors hou thefe northe-

ren bretons can bere the armes / & kyng Bors encountred with 25

a knyght /
and fmote hym thorow out with a fpere that he fel

dede vnto the erthe / and after drewe his fwerd & dyd mer-

ueillous dedes of armes that all partyes had grete woder ther-

of /
& his kny5tes failled not but dyd their part /

& kyng Ca

rados was fmyten to the erthe / With that came the kyng with 30

the C kny5tes & refcued kyng Carados my3tely by force of ar-

mes /
for he was a paffyng good knyght of a kynge / & but a

yong man U CapttUlUm JV]
V than come in to the feld kynge Ban as fyers as a

lyon with bandys of grene / & therupon gold / Ha a fa- 35

id kyng Lot we nuift be difcomfyte /
for yonder I fee the mofte

valyaunt knyght of the world
/'
and the man of the molt rc-

nounie
/

for fuchc
ij

brcthcrcn as is kyng Ban & kyng bors ar
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not lyuynge / wherfore wc miift nedes voyde or deyc /
And but

yf we auoydc manly and wyfcly / tlier is but detlie
/ whanne

kynge Ban came in to the bataill / he cam in fo ficrfly / that the

flrokes redounded ageyne fro the woode and the water / wher-

5 for kynge Lott wepte for pyte and doole that he fawe fo ma-

ny good knjstes take theyr ende
/

But thorowe the grete for-

ce of kyng Ban they made both the Northcren batayllcs that

were departed / hurtled to gyders for grete drede
/
and the thre

kynges & their knyghtes flewe on euer that it was pyte on to

10 behold that multitude of the people that flcdde / But kynge
Lott and Kynge of the honderd kny3tes & kynge Morgano-
re gadred the peple to gyders paffyng knyghtly / and dyd gre-

te proweffe of armes / and helde the bataill all that daye lyke

hard
/ ^ Whanne the kynge of the honderd knyghtes beheld the

15 grete damage that kynge Ban dyd /
he threft vnto hym wyth

his hors and fmote hym on hyhe vpon the helme a grete flroke

and ftonyed hym fore
/
Thenne kynge Ban was wroth with

hym / and folowed on hym fyerfly / the other fawe that
/
and

caft vp his fheld & fpored his hors forward / But the flro-

20 ke of kynge Ban felle doune and carfe a cantel of the flield /

and the fwerd flode doune by the hauberk behynde his back / &
cut thorow the trappere of ftele / and the hors euen in two pye-

ces that the fwerd fclte the erthe / Thenne the kynge of the C

knyghtes voyded the hors lyghtly and with his fwerd he bro-

25 ched the hors of kyng Ban thorow and thorow / with that

kynge Ban voyded lyghtly from the deede hors /
and thenne

kynge Ban fmote at the other fo egrely /
and fmote hym on

the helme that he felle to the erth /
Alfo in that yre he feld kyng

Morganore and there was grete flaughter of good knyghtes

,?o and moche peple / by than come in to the prees kynge Arthur /

and fond Kynge Ban flondynge among dede men and dede

hors fyghtynge on foote as a wood lyon / that ther came no-

ne nyghe hym as fcr as he myght reche with his fwerd / but he

caughte a greuous buffet wherof Kynge Arthur had grete py-

35 tc / And Arthur was fo blody that by his flaelde ther myght
no man knowe hym / for all was blood and braynes on his

fwerd / And as Arthur lokcd by hym he fawe a knyght that

was paffyngly wel horfcd
/

and therwith fyre Arthur ranne

[Icar 29 \cisiij



36ooll I.] [59 ] [Cbap. rvl.

to hym /
and fmote hym on the helme that his fwerd wente

vnto his teeth /
and the knyght fanke doune to the erthe dede / .&

anon Arthur tooke the hors by the rayne and ladde hym vnto

kynge Ban & faid fair broder /
haue this hors

/
for ye haue

grete myfter thereof & me repenteth fore of your grete dammage 5

Hit fliall be foone reuengid faid Kynge Ban / for I trufte in

god myn eure is not fuche but fome of them may fore repente

thys / I wol wel faid Arthur / for I fee your dedes full actual

Neuertheles I myghte not come at yow at that tyme / But

whanne Kynge Ban was mounted on horfbak / thenne there 10

beganne newe bataill the whyche was fore and hard / and paf-

fyng grete flaughter / And fo thurgh grete force Kynge Ar-

thur / Kynge Ban and Kynge Bors made her knyghtes a li-

tel to with drawe them /
But alwey the xj Kynges with her

chyualrye neuer torned bak / and fo withdrewe hem to a lytil 15

woode
/ and fo ouer a lytyl ryuer / & there they refted hem

/
for

on the nyghte they myghte haue no reft on the feld
/ And the-

ne the xj kynges and knyghtes put hem on a hepe all to gy-

ders as men adrad and out of alie comforte
/ but ther was no

man myghte paffe them / they helde hem fo hard to gyders bothe 20

behynde and before that kynge Arthur had merueille of their

dedes of armes and was paffynge wrothe / A fyr Arthur fa-

id kynge Ban and kynge Bors blame hem noughte / For

they doo as good men ou5t to doo
/

For by my feith faid kyng
Ban / they are the beft fyghtyng men and knyghtes of mooft 25

proweffe that euer I fawe or herd fpeke of / And tho xj kyn-

ges are men of grete worfliip /
And yf they were longyng vn

to yow /
there were no kynge vnder the heuen hadde fuche xj

knyghtes and of fuche worfliip /
I may not loue hem faid Ar-

thur
/ they wold deftroye me / that wote we wel faid kynge 3°

Ban and Kynge Bors / for they are your mortal enemyes /

and that hath ben preued afore hand / And this day they haue

done theire parte / and that is grete pyte of theire wilfulnes

Thenne allc the xj kynges drewe hem to gyder / And thenne fa-

id kynge Lott / lordes ye muft other wayes than ye do / or els 35

the grete loffe is behynde / ye may fee what peple we haue loft /

and what good men we lefe / by caufe we waytte alvveyes on

thefe foote men / and euer in fauyngc of one of the foote men
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we lefe x horfmcn for Iiym / therfore tliis is mync aduys / letc

vs put our footc men from vs
/

for it is nere ny<,fhtc / For the

noble Arthur wille not tary on the foote men / for they maye
faue hym felf / the woode is nerehand

/ And whan we horfmen

5 be to gyders / loke eueryche of yow kynges letc make fuche or-

dinauncc that none breke vpon payne of dcthe
/ And who that

i'ecth ony man dreffe hym to flee / h'ghtly tliat he be flayne /
for

it is better that we flee a coward than thorow a coward allc

we to be flayne / How faye ye faid kynge Lott / anfuere me all

10 ye kynges / it is wel faid quod kynge Nentres
/

fo faid the ky-

nge of the honderd knyghtes / the fame faide the kynge Cara-

dos and kyng Vryence / fo dyd kynge Idres and kyng bran-

degorys / and fo dyd kyng Cradulmas and the duke of Ca-

debenet / the fame faid kyng Claryaunce & kyng Agwyfaunce
15 and fware they wold neuer faille other neyther for lyf nor

for dethe
/
And who fo that fledde but did as they dyd fliold

be flayne / Thenne they amended their barneys and ryghted
theire flieldcs and tooke newe fperys and fette hem on theire

thyes and flode fliille as hit had ben a plompe of wood /MC Capitulum yvij
Hanne Syre Arthur and kynge ban and bors by-

helde the mand all her knyghtes they preyfed hem mo-

che for their noble chere of chyualrye for the hardyeit fyghters

that euer they herd or fawe / with that there dreffyd hem a xl

noble knyghtes and faide vnto the thre kynges / they wold

25 breke their bataille / thefe were her names Lyonfes / pharyaunce

Vlfyus /
braflias

/
Eflor / kaynes / lucas the bottelere

/ Gryflett

la fyfe de dieu /
mariet de la roche / Gwynas de bloy /

briat de la

foreyft faueage / bellaus
/ Moryans of the caftel maydyns /

fla-

nedreus of the caftel of ladyes / Annecians that was kynge

30 bors godfone a noble knyght / ladynas de la roufe / Emeraufe

Caulas
/ Gracyens le cafteleyn / one bloyfe de la caafe / and fyre

Colgreueaunce de gorre /
all thefe kny^tes rode on afore with

fperys on their thyes / and fpored their horfes myghtely as

the horfes my^te renne / And the xj kynges with parte of her

3S kny3tes ruffched with their horfes as faft as they my3te with

their fperes /
& ther they dyd onboth partyes merueillous dedes

of armes
/
foo came in to the thycke of the prces Arthur ban &

[leaf ,^0 vtljo]



36oot! i.] [
6 1

] [(jbap. jvii.

bors & flevve doune right on both haiides that her horfes went

in bloood vp to the fytlokys / But euer the xj Kynges and

their hoofte was euer in the vyfage of Arthur / wherfore Ban

and Bors had grete merueille confyderyng the grete flau}-

ter that there was / but at the laft they were dryuen abak ouer 5

a lytil ryuer /
with that came Merlyn on a grete black hors /

and faid vnto arthur thow haft neuer done
/ haft thou not do-

ne ynough /
of thre fcore thoufand this day haft thow lefte on

lyue but xv M /
and it is tyme to faye ho for god is wrothe

with the that thow wolt neuer haue done / for yonder xj kyn- 10

ges at this tyme will not be ouerthrowen / but and thow tary

on them ony lenger / thy fortune wille tome and they ftiall en-

creace /
And therfor withdrawe yow vnto your lodgyng and

refte you as foone as ye may and rewarde your good kny3tes
with gold and with fyluer / for they haue wel deferued hit / 15

there may no rycheffe be to derc for them
/

for of fo fewe men as

ye haue ther were neuer men dyd more of proweffe than they

haue done to day /
for ye haue matched this day with the befte

fyghters of the world / that is trouthe faid kyng Ban and

bors / Alfo faid Merlyn /
withdrawe yow where ye lyft / For 20

this thre yere I dar vndertake they fhnlle not dere yow / And

by than ye ftialie here newe tydynges /
And thennc Merlyn fa-

id vnto arthur / thefe xj kynges haue more on hand than they

are ware of /
for the Sarafyns are londed in their countreyes mo

than xl M that brenne and flee
/
and haue leid fyege att the 25

caftel Wandefborow and make grete deftruction / therfore drede

yow not this thre yere / ^ Alfo fyre al the goodes that ben

goten at this bataill lete it be ferched / And whanne ye haue

it in your handys lete it be gyuen frely vnto thefe two kynges

Ban and Bors that they may rewarde theyr knyghtes with 30

all
/
And that flialle caufe ftraungers to be of better wyll to do

yow feruyfe at nede
/

Alfo ye be able to reward youre owne

knyghtes of j'our owne goodes whan fomeuer it lyketh you
It is wel faid qd Arthur And as thow haft deuyfed fo flial

it be done /
whanne it was delyuerd to Ban & Bors they gaf 35

the goodes as frely to their kny3tes as frely as it was yeuen

to them / Thenne Merlyn took his leue of Arthur and of the

ij kynges for to go and fee his maj-fter Bleyfe that dwelde
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in Northumberland
/ and fo he departed and cam to his maif-

ter that was paffyng glad of his comyngc /
& there he tolde

/

how Arthur and the two kynges had fpcd at the grete bata-

yll / and how it was ended /
and told the names of euery ky-

5 ng and knyght of worfhip that was there / And Too Bleyfe

wrote the bataill word by word as Merlyn told hym how it

began / & by whome / and in lykc wyfe how it was endyd /And
who had the werre / All the batails that were done in arthurs

dayes / merlyn dyd his maiftcr Bleyfe do wryte / Alfo he did

lo do wryte all the batails that euery worthy knyght dyd of ar-

thurs Courte / After this Merlyn departed from his mayfler

and came to kynge Arthur that was in the caflel of Bede-

grayne / that was one of the caftels that ftondyn in the foreft

of Sherewood / And Merlyn was fo difguyfed that kynge

IS Arthur knewe hym not for he was al be furred in black flie-

pe fkynnes and a grete payre of bootes
/
and a bowe and a-

rowes in a ruffet gowne /
and broughte wild gyfe in his had

and it was on the morne after candelmas day / but kyng Ar-

thur knewe hym not
/ Syre faid Merlyn vnto the kynge / Wil

20 ye gyue me a yefte / wherfor faid kyng Arthur fhold I gyue
the a yefte chorle

j Sir faid Merlyn ye were better to gyue me
a yefte that is not in your hand than to lefe grete rycheffe / for

here in the fame place there the grete bataill was is grete trefo-

ur hyd in the erthe
/
who told the fo chorle faid Arthur

/ Mer-

25 lyn told me fo faid he / thenne Vlfyus and Braftias knew

hym wel ynough and fmyled / Syre faid thefe two knyghtes
It is Merlyn that fo fpeketh vnto yow / thenne kyng arthur

was gretely abafflied and had merueyll of Merlyn / & fo had

kynge Ban and kynge Bors / and foo they had grete dyf-

30 port at hym / Soo in the meane whyle there cam a damoyfel

that was an erlys doughter his name was Sanam / and her

name was Lyonors a paffynge fair damoyfel / and fo flic cam

thyder for to dohomage as other lordes dyd after the grete ba-

taill /
And kyng Arthur fette his loue gretely vpon her and

35 fo dyd flie vpon hym / and the kyng had adoo with her / and

gat on her a child / his name was Borre that was after a

good knyghte and of the table round / thenne thcr cam word

that the kyng Ryence of North en walys maade grete werre on
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kynge Lodegreance of camylyard /
for the whiche thyng arthur

was wroth for he loued hym wel and hated kyng Ryence / for

he was alvvey ageynft hym / So by ordenaunce of the thre kyn-

ges that were fente home vnto Benwyck /
alle they wold de-

parte for drede of kynge Claudas and pharyaunce and An- 5

temes and Grafians and lyonfes / payarne with the ledcrs of

tho that fliold kepe the kynges landysHe Capitulum yvili
Nd thenne kynge Arthur and kynge Ban & kyng
Bors departed with her felaufhip a xx M and came

within vj dayes in to the countrey of Cmyliarde and there re- 10

fcowed kynge Lodegreaunce and flewe ther moche people of

kynge Ryence vnto the nombre of x M men and put hym to

flyghte / And thenne had thefe thre kynges grete chere of ky-

ng Lodegreaunce / that thanked them of their grete goodneffe

that they wold reuenge hym of his enemyes / and there hadde 15

Arthur the fyrft fyght of gweneuer the kynges doughter of

Camylyard / and euer after he loued her / After they were wed-

dyd as it telleth in the booke / Soo breuely to make an ende /

they took theyr leue to goo in to theyre owne Countreyes for

kynge Claudas dyd grete deftruftion on their landes
/ Thenne 20

faid Arthur I wille goo with yow / Nay faid the kynges ye
fhalle not at this tyme / for ye haue moche to doo yet in thefe

landes / therfore we wille departe /
and with the grete goodes

that we haue goten in thefe landes by youre yeftes we fhalle

wage good knyghtes & withftande the kynge Claudas ma- 25

lyce /
for by the grace of god and we haue nede we wille fen-

de to yow for youre focour / And yf ye haue nede fende for vs /

and we wille not tary by the feythe of our bodyes /Hit flialle

not faide Merlyn nede that thefe two kynges come ageyne in

the wey of werre
/ But I knowe wel kynge Arthur maye 30

not be longe from yow /
for within a yere or two ye flialle haue

grete nede /
And thenne fhalle he reuenge yow on youre ene-

myes as ye haue done on his /
For thefe xj kynges flial deye

all in a day by the grete myghte and proweffe of armes of
ij

valyaunt knyghtes as it telleth after /
her names ben Balyn 35

le Saueage and Balan his broder that ben merueillous go-

od knyghtes as ben ony lyuyng / ^ Now tome we to the xj
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kyntjcs that rctorncd viito a c>-te that hyghtc Sorhautc
/
the

whiche cytc was within kynge Vrycns / and ther they refref-

flicd hem as wel as they myght /
and made leciies fcrchc thcyr

woundys and forowed gretely for the dcthe of her peplc /
with

5 that ther came a meffager and told how ther was comcn in to

their hindes people that were laules as wel as farafyns a xl

M / and haue brent & flayne al the peple that they may come

by withoute mercy /
and haue leyd fyege on the caflcl of wa-

dKborow
/

Alias fayd the xj kynges here is forovv vpon forou

lo And yf we had not warryd ageynft Arthur as we haue do-

ne
/
he wold foone reuenge vs

/
as for kyng Lodegryaunce he lo-

ueth Arthur better than vs / And as for kyng Ryence /
he hath

ynough to doo with Lodegreans /
for he hath leyd fyege vnto

hym / Soo they confentyd to gyder to kepe alle the marches of

15 Cornewayle / of walys and of the northe /
foo fyrft they putte

kynge Idres in the Cyte of Nauntys in Brytayne with
iiij

thowfand men of armes / to watche bothe the water and the

land / Alfo they put in the cyte of Wyndcfan kynge Nauntres

of garlott with four thoufand knyghtes to watche both on wa-

20 ter and on lond /
Alfo they had of other men of werre moo

than eyght thoufand for to fortyfye alle the fortreffes in the

marches of Cornewaylle / Alfo they put moo kny5tes in alle

the marches of walys and fcotland with many good men of

armes / and foo they kepte hem to gyders the fpace of thre yere

25 And euer alyed hem with myghty kynges and dukes and

lordes / And to them felie kynge Ryence of North walys / the

whiche was a myghty man of men & Nero that was a mygh-

ty man of men /
And all this whyie they furnyfflned hem and

garnyfflied hem of good men of armes and vytaille and of

30 alle maner of abylement that prctendith to the werre to auen-

ge hem for the batailic of Bedegrayne / as it telleth in the book

of auentures folowynge

Capitulum yiy

f Hcne after the departyng of kj-ng Ban and of kyng
Bors kynge Arthur rode vnto Carlyon / And th}dcr

35 cam to hym kyng Lots wyf of Orkeney in maner of a meffa-

ge / but {he was fente thyder to afpye the Courte of kynge Ar-

thur / and fhe cam rjxhely bifene with her four fones / gawayn
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Gahcrys / Agrauayncs /
and Garcth with many other knygli-

tes and ladyes / for flie was a poffynge fayr lady / wherfore

the kynge call grata loue vnto her / and defyred to lye by her
/

fo

they were agreed / and he begate vpon her Mordred / and flie

was his fyfter on the moder fyde Igrayne / So ther fhe refted 5

her a moneth and at the laft departed / Thenne the kyng dre-

med a merueillous dreme wherof he was fore adrad
/ But al

this tyme kyng Arthur knewe not that kyng Lots wyf was

his fyfter / Thus was the dreme of Arthur
/ hym thought ther

was come in to this land Gryffons and Serpentes / And 10

hym thoughte they brente and flough alle the peple in the lad

And thenne hym thoughte /
he faughte with hem / and they dyd

hym paffynge grete harmc
/
and wounded hym ful fore

/ but at

the lafh he flewe hem / Whanne the kynge awaked / he was paf-

fynge heuy of his dreme / and fo to put it cute of thoughtes / 15

he made hym redy with many knyghtes to ryde on huntynge /

As foone as he was in the foreft
/
the kynge fawe a grete hert

afore hym /
this herte wille I chace faid kynge Arthur / And

fo he fpored the hors
/
and rode after longe / And fo by fyne for-

ce ofte he was lyke to haue fmyten the herte / where as the ky- 20

nge had chaced the herte foo long that his hors had lofte hys

brethe and fylle doune dede / Thenne a yoman fctte the kynge
another hors / So the kyng fawe the herte enbuffhed and his

hors dede / he fctte hym doune by a fontayne and there he fell in

grete thoughtes / And as he fatte fo hym thoughte he herd a 25

noyfe of houndes to the fomme of xxx
/
And with that the ky-

nge fawe comyng toward hym the ftraungeft beft that euer he

fawe or herd of
/

fo the beft wente to the welle and drank / and

the noyfe was in the bcfles bely lyke vnto the queftyng of xxx

coupyl houndes / but alle the whyle the beeft dranke there was 30

no noyfe in the bcftes bely /
and therwith the beft departed with

a grete noyfe / wherof the kyng had grete merueyil / And fo he

was in a grete thoughte / and therwith he fell on flepe / Ryght
fo ther came a knyght a foote vnto Arthur /

and fayd knyght
full of thought and flepy /

telle mc yf thow faweft a ftraungc 35

beft paffe this waye /
Suche one fawe I faid kynge Arthur /

that is paft two mylc /
what wold ye with the beft faid arthur

Syre I haue folowcd that beft long tyme / and kyld myne
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liors
/ fo wold god I had anotlicr to folowe my quefl: / ry3te

fo came one with the kyngcs hois
/
and whan the knyght fa-

wc the hors
/
he praj-d the kyng to ycuc hym the hors

/ for I

haue folowcd this quell this xij moncth / and otiicr I fiial en-

5 cheue hym or blcdc of the bell blood of my body / Pellinore that

tyme kynge folowed the qucfljngc bcft / and after his dcth fir

ralamydcs folowed hit fj CapitUlUm TT

SYr
knyghtc faid the kynge leue that qucft /

and fuffre

me to haue hit / and I wyll folowe it another xij mo-

neth
/
A foole faid the knyghte vnto Arthur

/
it is in

vcyne thy defyre /
for it flialle neuer ben encheued but by me /

or mj- next kyn /
there with he fterte vnto the kynges hors and

mounted in to the fadel
/
and faid gramercy this hors is myn

owne / wel faid the kynge thow mayft take myn hors by force

15 but and I mj-^te preue the whether thow were better on horf-

bak or I / wel faid the knyght feke me here whan thow wolt

and here nygh this wel thow fhalt fynde me / and foo paffyd

on his weye /
thenne the kyng fat in a ftudy and bad his men

fetche his hors as fafte as euer they myghte / Ryght foo came
20 by hym Merlyn lyke a child of xiiij yere of age and falewed

the kyng /
and afked hym why he was fo penfyf / I may wel

be penfyf fayd the kynge /
for I haue fene the merueylleft fy3t

that euer I fawe / that knowe I wel faid Merlyn as wel as

thy felf and of all thy thoughtes / but thow art but a foole to

25 take thought /
for it wylle not amend the / Alfo I knowe what

thow arte
/
and who was thy fader / and of whome thow were

begoten / kynge Vtherpendragon was thy fader
/ and begat the

on Igrayne /
that is fals faid kyng Arthur

/
how fjioldeft thou

knowe it /
for thow arte not fo old of yeres to knowe my fa-

30 der
/ yes fayd Merlyn I knowe it better than ye or ony man

lyuynge /
I wille not bileue the faid Arthur and was wroth

with the child / Soo departed Merl)-n and came ageyne in

the lykenes of an old man of
iiij fcore yere of age / wherof the

kynge was ryght glad / for he femed to be ryghte wyfe
35 Thenne faide the old man why are ye fo fad

/
I maye wel be

heuy faid Arthur for many thynges / Alfo here was a chyld

and told me many thynges that me femeth /
he fliold not kno-

we
/

for he was not of age to knowe my fader / yes faid the old
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man
/ the child told yow trouthe

/
and more wold he haue

tolde yow and ye wolde haue fufifred hym / But ye haue do-

no a thynge late that god is difpleafyd with yow /
for ye ha-

ue layne by your fyfter / and on her ye haue goten a chyld /

that fhalle deflroye yow and all the knyghtes of your realme 5

What are ye faid Arthur that telle ine thefe tydynges / I am

Merlyn /
and I was he in the childes lykenes /

A fayd kyng
Arthur ye are a merueillous man

/
but I merueylle moche

/

of thy wordes that I mote dye in bataille
/ Merueylle not fa-

id Merlyn / for it is gods wyll youre body to be punyffhed for 10

your fowle dedes / but I may wel be fory faid Merlyn / for I

fhalle dye a fhameful deth
/
to be put in the erthe quyck / and ye

fhall dye a worfhipful deth / And as they talked this / cam one

with the kynges hors / and fo the kyng mounted on his hors

and Merlyn on another and fo rode vnto Carlyon /
& anone 15

the kynge afked Eclor and Vlfyus how he was bigoten /
&

they told hym Vtherpendragon was his fader & quene Igra-

yn his moder
/ thenne he fayd to Merlyn I wylle that my mo-

der be fente for that I may fpeke vith her
/
And yf flie faye fo

her felf
/

thcne wylle I byleue hit /
In all hafl the quene was 20

fente for
/
and flie cam & broughte with her Morgan le fay her

doughter that was as fayre a lady as ony m)'ghte be
/
& the

kynge welcomed Igrayne in the befl: maner /

4^1^ Yght foo cam Vlfyus & faide ^ CapitUlUm yyj

BB_^^ openly that the kynge and all my^t here that were fe- 25

II ^ Ited that day / ye are the falfefl: lady of the world and

the moft traitreffe vnto the kynges perfon /
Beware faide Ar-

thur what thow faift / thow fpekeft a grete word / I am wel wa-

re faid Vlfyus what I fpeke / & here is my gloue to preue hit

vpon ony man that will feye the contrary / that this quene I- 30

grayne is caufar af your grete domage /
& of j'our grete werre

For and fhe wold haue vtterd it in the lyf of kyng Vtherpe-

dragon of the byrthe of yow /
and how ye were begoten ye had

neuer had the mortal werrys that ye haue had for the mooft

party of your barons of your realme knewe neuer whos fone 35

ye were
/
nor of whome ye were begoten /

& fhe that bare yow of

her body fhold haue made it knowen openly in excufyng of her

worfliip & yours /
& in lyke wyfe to alle the reame

/
wherfor I
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prcuc her fals to god and to )'0\v and to al your rcalinc and

who wyll fayc the contrary I vvyll prcuc it on his body

Thennc fpak Igrayne and fayd I am a woman and I may
not fyghtc / but rather than I fliold be di(honourcd / thcr wold

5 fome good man take my cjuarcl // More Ihe fayd / Mcrlyn kno-

weth wel and ye fyr Vlfyus how kynge Vther cam to me in

the Caltcl of Tyntagaill in the l)-kenes of my lord that was

dede thre houres to fore /
and thcrby gat a child that nj'ght vp-

on me / And after the xiij day kynge Vther wedded me
/
and

10 by his commaundement whan the child was borne it was de-

lyuerd vnto Mcrlyn and nouryffhed by liym / and fo I fawe

the child neuer after /
nor wote not what is his name

/
for I

knewe hym neuer yet /
And there Vlfyus faide to the queue

Merlyn is more to blame than ye /
wel I wote faid the queue

15 I bare a child by my lord kyng Vther /
but I wote not where

he is become / thenne Merlyn toke the kynge by the hand fa-

yeng / this is your moder
/

and therwith fyr Ector bare wytncs

how he nouryffhed hym by Vthers commaundement / And ther-

with kynge Arthur toke his moder quene Igrayne in his ar-

20 mes and kyft her /
and eyther wepte vpon other

/ And thenne

the kyng lete make a feeft that lafted eyght dayes / Thenne on

a day ther come in the courte a fquyer on hors back ledynge a

knyght before hym wounded to the dethe / and told hym how

ther was a knyght in the foreft had rered vp a pauelione by

25 a well and hath flayne my mayfter a good knyght /
his na-

me was myhs / wherfor I byfeche yow that my mayfter maye
be buryed / and that fomme kny^t maye reuenge my mayfters

deth / thenne the noyfe was grete of that knyghtes dethe in the

Court /
and euery man faid his aduys / thenne came Gryflett

30 that was but a fquyer / and he was but yonge of the age of

the kyng Arthur / foo he befoughte the kyng for alle his feruyfe

that he had done hym to gyue the ordre of knyghthode

z^*^ C Capitulum yyij
/ 1 Hou arte full yong and tendyr of age fayd Arthur

^^J^for to take fo hyghe an ordre on the / Sir faid grjltet

35 I byfeche yow make me knyjt / Syr faid Merlyn it were gre-

te pyte to lefe Gryflet / for he wille be a paffynge good man /

whanne he is of age / abydynge with yow the terme
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me of his lyf /
And yf he auenture his body with yonder kny-

ght at the fontayne it is in grete peryll yf euer he come agey-

ne / for he is one of the beft knyghtes of the world / and the ftre-

gyft man of armes / wel faid Arthur / fo at the defyre of gryf-

let the kynge made hym knyght / Now faid Arthur vnto fyre s

Gryflet / Sythen I haue made yow knyghte thow muft yeue

me a gyfte /
what ye will faid Gryflet / thou fhalt promyfe me

by the feythe of thy body whan thou haft lufted with the kny-

ght at the fontayne /
whether it falle ye be on foote or on horf-

bak / that ryght fo ye flial come ageyne vnto me withoute ma- lo

kynge ony more debate /
I wyll promyfe yow faid Gryflet as

yow defyre / Thenne toke Gryflet his hors in grete hafte
/
& dref-

fyd his flield and toke a fpere in his hand / and fo he rode a

grete wallop tyll he cam to the fontayne / and ther by he fawe

a ryche pauelion /
and ther by vnder a clothe ftode a fayr hors 15

wel fadeled and brydeled /
and on a tree a flielde of dyuerfe co-

lours and a grete fpere / Thenne Gryflet fmote on the flield

with the bott of his fpere that the fliylde fellc doune to the gro-

und / with that the knyght cam ouis of the pauelione / & fayd

fair knyght why fmote ye doune my flield / for I wil lufte 20

with yow faid gryflet / it is better ye doo not fayd the knyghte
for ye are but yong and late made knyght / and your myghte
is nothyng to myn / as for that faidc Gryflet I wylle lufte

with yow / that is me loth faid the knyght / but fythen I mufte

nedes I wille dreffe me therto / of whens be ye fayd the kny5te 25

fyre I am of Arthurs courte / So the two knyghtes ranne to

gyder that gryflets fpere al to flieuered /
and ther with all he

fmote Gryflet thorowe the flielde & the lyfte fyde / and brake

the fpere that the troncheon flack in his body / that hors and

knyghte fylle doune C[ CapitUlUm yyilj 30

\ Han the knyght fawe hym lye foo on the ground / he

^^1^ alyght and was paffynge heuy /
for he wende he had

flayne hym / and thenne he vnlaced his helme and gate hym
wynde / and fo with the troncheon he fet hym on his hors and

gate him wynde / and fo bytoke hym to god / and feid he had a 35

myghty hert and yf he myght lyue he wold preue a paffynge

good kny5t / & fo fyr Gryflet rode to the court where grete doole
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was made for h\-m / But thorowc good leches he was heled
/

and faued / Ryght fo cam in to the Courte xij kny5tes & were

aged men / and thc>- cam from themperour of Rome / & they af-

ked of Arthur truage for this reahne / other els themperour
5 wold deflroyc hym & his land

/ wel faid kyng Arthur ye are

meffagers / therfor ye may fay what ye wil other cIs ye fliold

dye therfore / But this is myn anfuer I owe themperour noo

truage nor none will I hold hym / but on a fayr felde I fliall

yeue hym my truage that flial be with a fliarp fpere / or els

10 with a fliarp fwerd / & that fliall not be long by my faders fou-

le Vtherpendragon / & therwith the meffagers departed paffyn-

gly wroth /
& kyng arthur as wroth / for in euyl tyme cam they

thenne /
for the kyng was paffyngly wroth for the hurte of fir

Gryflet /
& foo he commaundcd a pryuy man of his chambre /

15 that or hit be day his beft hors and armour with all that lon-

geth vnto his perfone be withoute the cyte or to morowe daye

Ryght fo or to morow day he met with his inan and his hors

and fo mounted vp and dreffid his flield / & toke his fpere

and bad his chamberlayne tary there tyll he came ageync /

20 And fo Arthur roode a foftc paas tyll it was day / & thenne

was he ware of thre chorles chacynge Merlyn / and wold ha-

ue flayne hym / thenne the kyng rode vnto them / and bad them

flee chorles / thenne were they aferd whan they fawe a knyght
and fled

/
O Merlyn faid Arthur

/ here haddefh thou be flayne

25 for all thy craftes had I not byn / Nay faid Merlyn not foo

for I coude faue my felf and I wold / and thou arte more

nere thy deth than I am for thow goft to the deth ward & god
be not thy frend

/
So as they wente thus talkyng / they came

to the fontayne /
and the ryche pauelione there by hit / thenne

30 kyng Arthur was ware where fat a knyght armed in a cha-

yer / Syr kn)'ght faid Arthur
/

for what caufe abydell thow here

that ther maye no knyght ryde this wey but yf he lufle wyth
the faid the k)'ngc /

I rede the leue that cuftome faid Arthur

This cuftomme faidc the knyght haue I vfed and wille vfe

35 magre who faith nay / & who is greued with my cuftome / lete

hym amende hit that wol / I wil amende it faid Arthur / I fhal

defende the faid the kny^t / anon he toke his hors & dreffid his

fliylde & toke a fpere & they met fo hard either in others flieldes
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that al to llicuercd their fpcrys / ther with anonc Arthur pul-

led outc his fwerd / nay not fo laid the knyght / it is fayrer £a-

yd the kny3t that we tweync rcnnc more to gyders with (liarp

fperys / I wille vvel faid Arthur and I had ony mo fperys

I hauc ynow faid the kny3t /
fo ther cam a fquyer and brou^t

in good fperys / and Arthur chofe one & he another / fo they fpo-

red their horfes & cam to gyders with al the myghtes / that ey-

ther brak her fperes to her handes
/
thenne Arthur fette hand on

his fwerd / nay feid the knyght / ye flial do better
/ ye are a paf- ^^

fynge good lufter as euer I mette with al
/ & ones for the loue

of the hyghe ordre of kny3thode lete vs lulte ones ageyn /
I af-

fente me faid Arthur / anone there were brought two grete fpe-

rys / and euery knyght gat a fpere /
and thervvith they ranne

to gyders that Arthurs fpere al to fheuered / But the other

knyghte hyt hym fo hard in myddes of the flieldc
/ that horfe &

man felle to the erthe
/
and ther with Arthur was egre & pul-

led oute his fwerd / and faid I will affay the fyr knyghte on

foote / for I haue loft the honour on horlbak
/

I will be on horf-

bak faid the knyght /
thenne was Arthur vvrothe and dreffid

^^

his llield toward hym with his fwerd drawen / whan the kny-

ght fawe that /
he a lyghte /

for hym thought no worfliip to ha-

ue a knyght at fuche auaille he to be on horfljak and he on foot

and fo he alyght & dreffid his flield vnto Arthur & ther begil

a ftrong bataille with many grete ftrokes
/
& foo hewe with her

,^

fwerdes that the cantels flewe in the fekles / and mochc blood

they bledde bothe
/
that al the place there as they faught was

ouer bledde with blood / and thus they fought long and relied

hem /
and thenne they wente to the batayl ageyne /

and fo hurt-

led to gyders lykc two rammcs that eyther felle to the erthe

So at the lafl they fniote to gyders that both her fwerdys met

euen to gyders /
But the fwerd of the knyght fmote kyng ar-

thurs fwerd in two pyeces /
vvherfor he was heuy /

thenne faid

the knyghte vnto Arthur /
thow arte in my daunger whether

me lyll to faue the or flee the
/
and but thou yelde the as ouer-

come and recreaunt /
thow flialt deye /

as for deth faid kyng ar-
''

thur welcome be it whan it cometh /
But to yelde me vnto the

as recreaunt I had leucr dye than to be foo (hamed /
And

ther with al the kynge lepte vnto Pcllinore & tooke hym by
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the inyddel and thrcwc hym dounc and raced of his holme /

Whan the knyght felt that
/

he was adrad
/

for he was paf-

fynge bygge man of myghte / and anonc he broughte Arthur

vnder hym / and reaced of his helme and wold haue fmyten of

shishcde/ c Capitulum yyiiij

/^^^^ Her with all came Merlyn and fayd knyghte /
hold

/ 1 thy hand
/ For and thow flee that knyghte thou put-

^^1^ tell this reame in the gretteft dammage that euer was

reame / For this knyght is a man of more worfhip than thou

10 woteft of / Why / who is he faid the knyghte / it is kyng Arthur

Thenne wold he haue flayn hym for drede of his wrathe
/
and

heue vp his fvverd
/
and therwith Merlyn caft an enchaunte-

mcnt to the knyghte that he felle to the erthe in a grete flepc /

Thenne Merlyn tooke vp kyng Arthur and rode forth on the

15 kny5tes hors / Alias faid Arthur what haft thou done merlyn
haft thow flayne this good knyghte by thy craftes / there ly-

ueth not foo worfhipful a knyghte as he was
/

I had leuer

than the ftynte of my land a yere that he were on lyue /
care ye

not fayd Merlyn / for he is holer than ye / for he is but on flepe

20 and will awake within thre houres / I told you faid Merlyn
what a knyghte he was

/ Here had ye be flayn had I not ben

Alfo ther lyueth not a bygger knyght than he is one / and he

fhal here after do yow ryght good feruyfe & his name is Pel-

linore /
and he fhal haue two fones that fhal be paffyng good

25 men fauf one / they flialle haue no felawe or proweffe and of

good lyuynge /
and her names flial be Perfyual of walys / &

Lamerak of walis / & he flial telle yow the name of your own

fone bygoten of your fyfter that flial be the deftruftion of alle

^^^^this royame fj Capitulum yyv
30 ll-rf^ ^'sli'^e fo the kyng and he departed & wente vn tyl an

H ^ ermyte that was a good man and a grete leche / Soo

the heremyte ferched all his woundys & gaf hym good falues

fo the kyng was there thre dayes & thenne were his woundes

wel amendyd that he myght ryde and goo /
& fo departed / & as

35 they rode Arthur faid I haue no fwerd / no force faid Merlyn
here by is a fwerd that fhalle be yours and I may / Soo they
rode tyl they came to a lake the whiche was a fn\'r water

/ and

brood / And in the myddcs of the lake Arthur was ware of
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an arme clothed in whyte famyte / that held a fayr fwerd in

that hand / loo faid Merlyn yonder is that fwerd that I fpak

of / with that they fawe a damoifel goyng vpon the lake
/
what

damoyfel is that faid Arthur
/ that is the lady of the lake faid

Merlyn / And within that lake is a roche
/
and theryn is as 5

fayr a place as ony on erthe and rychely befene / and this da-

moyfell wylle come to yow anone / and thenne fpcke ye fayre

to her that flie will gyue yow that fwerd
/ Anone with all ca-

me the damoyfel vnto Arthur / and falewcd hym / and he her a-

geyne / Damoyfel faid Arthur
/
what fwerd is that

/ that yon- 10

der the arme holdeth aboue the water
/

I wold it were myne /

lor I haue no fwerd / Syr Arthur kynge faid the damoyfell /

that fwerd is myn /
And yf ye will gyue me a yefte whan

I alke it yow / ye flial haue it by my feyth faid Arthur
/

I

will yeue yow what yefte ye will aflce /
wel faid the damoifel 15

go ye into yonder barge /
& rowe your felf to the fwerd / and

take it
/
and fcaubart with yow / & I will afke my yefte whan

I fee my tyme / So fyr Arthur & merlyn alyght & tayed the-

ir horfes to two trees / & fo they went in to the fliip / & whanne

they came to the fwerd that the hand held / fyre Arthur toke 20

it vp by the handels
/
& toke it with hym /

& the arme & the had

went vnder the water /
& fo come vnto the lond & rode forth / &

thene fyr Arthur fawe a ryche pauelion / what fygnyfyeth yo-

der pauelion / y is p" kny3tes pauelion feid merlyn ]?' ye fou3t

with laft
/ fyr Pellinore

/
but he is out / he is not there

/ he hath a- 25

doo with a knyght of yours that hyght Egglame / & they ha-

ue fou^ten to gyder / but al the laft Egglame fledde and els

he had ben dede
/
& he hath chaced hym euen to Carlyon /

and we

fhal mete with hym anon in the hygh wey / that is wel fayd /

faid Arthur / now haue I a fwerd /
now wille I wage bata- 30

ill with hym & be auenged on hym /
fir ye flial not fo faid Mer-

lyn /
for the knyght is wery of fyghtyng & chacyng fo that ye

flial haue no worfliip to haue a do with hym /
Alfo he will not

be ly5tly matched of one kny^t lyuyng / & therfor it is my co-

unceil / lete hym paffe /
for he flial do you good feruyfe in fliorte 35

tyme & his fones after his dayes /
Alfo ye flial fee that day in

fliort fpace ye flial be ri5t glad to yeue him your fifter to wcdde

Whan I fee hym I wil doo as yc aduyfc fayd Arthur
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Thenne fyre Anluir lokcd on the fwcrd
/

and Ij-kcd it paf-

fyngc wel / whether lyketh yow better fayd Merlyn the fuerd

or the fcaubard /
Me lyketh better the fwerd fayd Arthur

/ ye

are more vnwyfe fayd Merlyn /
for the fcaubard is worth x

5 of the fwerdys / for whyles ye haue the fcaubard vpon yow

ye flialle neucr lefe no blood / be ye neuer fo fore wounded ther-

for kepe wel the fcaubard alweyes with yow / fo they rode vn-

to Carlyon /
and by the way they met with fyr Pellinore

/
but

Merlyn had done fache a crafte /
that pellinore fawe not Ar-

lo thur
/
and he pafl by withoute ony wordes /

I merueylle fayd

Arthur that the knyght wold not fpeke / fyr faid Merlyn / he

fawe yow not
/

for and he had fene yow ye had not lyghtly

departed / Soo they come vnto Carlyon /
wherof his knygh-

tes were paffynge glad /
And whanne they herd of his auen-

15 tures
/ they merueilled that he wold ieoparde his perfone foo

al one /
But alle men of worfliip faid it was mery to be vnder

fuche a chyuetayne that wolde put his perfone in auenture as

other poure knyghtes dyd /

/^^ C (Tapitulum yyvij
/ 1 His meanc whyle came a meffager from kynge Ry-

20 ^^J^ons of Northwalys / And kynge he was of all Ire-

land and of many lies
/
And this was his meffage gre-

tynge wel kynge Arthur in this manere wyfe fayenge / that

kynge Ryons had difcomfyte and ouercome xj kynges / and

eueryche of hem did hym homage /
and that was this

/ they gaf

25 hym their berdys clene flayne of
/

as moche as ther was
/
wher

for the meffager came for kyng Arthurs berd
/

For kyng Ry-

ons had purfyled a mantel with kynges berdes /
and there

lacked one place of the mantel / wherfor he fente for his berd

or els he wold entre in to his landes / and brenne and flee / &
30 neuer leue tyl he haue the hede and the berd / wel fayd Arthur

thow haft faid thy meffage /
the whiche is the moft vylaynous

and lewdeft meffage that euer man herd fente vnto a kynge /

Also thow mayft fee / my berd is ful yong yet to make a pur-

fyl of hit / But telle thow thy kynge this /
I owe hym none

35 homage /
ne none of myn elders

/
but or it be longe to /

he fliall do

me homage on bothe his kncys /
or els he fliall lefe his hede by

the feith of my body /
for this is the moft fliamefullcft meffage
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that euer I herd fpeke of / I haue afp}-ed / thy kyng met ne-

uer yet with worfliipful man
/
but telle h}-m /

I wyll haue his

hede withoute he doo me homage / thenne the meflager departed

0[[ Now is there ony here faid Arthur that knoweth kyng Ry-
ons thenne anfuerd a knyght that hyght Naram / Syre I kno- 5

we the kynge wel / he is a paffyng good man of his body / as

fewe ben lyuynge /
and a paffyng prowde man / and fir doubte

ye not / he wille make warre on yow with a mj'ghty puyffa-

unce / wel faid Arthur I fliall ordeyne for h)-m in fliort tyme

/^^ C CapitiUum yyviij
/ 1 Hcne k-yng arthur lete fende for al the childrc born on 10

^^J^may day begote of lordes & born of ladyes / for Merlyn
told kynge Arthur that he that fhold deftroye hym / fliold be

borne in may day / wherfor he fent for hem all vpon payn of deth

and fo ther were founde many lordes fones / and all were fente

vnto the kynge / and foo was Mordred fente by kyng Lotts 15

wyf /
and all were put in a fhip to the fee / and fome were iiij

wekes old and fome laffe / And fo by fortune the fliyp drofe

vnto a caftel and was al to r}'uen and deflroyed the moft part

fauf that Mordred was call vp and a good man fonde hym /

and nouryflhed hym t}-l he was xiiij yere olde / & thenne he 20

brought h)-m to the Court / as it reherceth afterward toward

the ende of the deth of Arthur / So man}^ lordes and barons of

this reame were difpleafyd / for her children were fo loft /
and

many put the wyte on Merlyn more than on Arthur
/

fo what

for drede and for loue they helde their pees / But whanne the 25

rneffager came to kynge Ryons /
thenne was he woode oute of

mefure and purueyed hym for a grete hooft as it rchercjtii af-

ter in the book of Balyn le faueage that foloweth next after /

how by aduenture Balyn gat the fvverd

C Explicit libcr primus
C 3ncipit libcr Iccun&us

Fter the dethe of Vtherpendragon regned Ar- 30

thur his fone
/
the whiche had grete werre in his

dayes for to gete al Englond in to his hand /

For there were many kynges within the real-

me of Englond and in walys /
Scotland and

Cornewaille / Soo it befelle on a tyme /
whanne kyng Arthur 35

[leaf 3S]



-•Gcol! ii.] [ 7^1 rCbar. I.

was at London ther came a knyght and toldc the kyngc ty-

dynges how that the kynge Ryons of Northwalys had rered

a grete nombre of peple /
and were entryd in to the land and

brcnte and (lewc the kynges true liege peple / yf this be true fa-

5 id Arthur / it were grete fliamc vnto myn eflate / but that he we-

re inyghtcly withftand / it is trouthe fayd the knyghte / for I

fawc the hoofl: my felf / wel faide the kynge / lete make a crye /

that all the lordes knyghtes and gentylmcn of armes fliold

drawc vnto a cartel called Camelot in tho dayes / and ther the

10 kynge wold lete make a counceil general and a grete luftes

So whan the kynge was come thyder with all his baronage
and lodged as they femed beft / ther was come a damoifel the

whiche was fente on meffage from the grete lady lylle of aue-

lyon / And whan flie came bifore kynge Arthur / fte told from

15 whome flie came / and how flie was font on meffage vnto hym
for thefe caufes Thenne flie lete her mantel falle that was ry-

chely furred
/
And thenne was flie gyrd with a noble fvverd

Avherof the kynge had merueill / and faid Damoyfel for what

caufe are ye gyrd with that fwerd
/

it bifemeth yow not /

20 Now fhall I telle yow faid the damoyfel / This fwerd that I

am gyrd with al doth me grete forowc and comberaunce / for I

may not be delyuerd of this fwerd / but by a knyghte / but he

muft be a paffyng good man of his handes and of his dedes

and withoute vylonye or trecherye and withoute treafon / And

25 yf I maye fynde fuche a knyghte that hath all thefe vertues /

he may drawe oute this fvverd oute of the fliethe / for I haue

ben at kyng Ryons / it was told me ther were paffyng good

knj-ghtes /
and he and alle his knyghtes haue affayed it and

none can fpede / This is a grete merueill faid Arthur
/ yf this

30 be fothe
/

I wille my felf affaye to drawe oute the fwerd / not

prefumynge vpon my felf that I am the beft knyghte / but

that I will begynne to drawe at your fvverd in gyuyng exam-

ple to alle the Barons that they fhall affay euerychone after

other whan I haue affayed it / Theone Arthur toke the fwerd

35 by the fliethe and by the gyrdcl and pulled at it egrely / but

the fwerd wold not oute
/ ^ Sire feid the damoyfell ye ne-

de not to pulle half fo hard / for he that fliall pulle it out fhal

do it with lytel myghte / ye fay wel faid Arthur / Now affaye
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ye al my barons / but beware ye be not dcfoylcd with fliaine tre-

chery ne gyle / thenne it wille not auaylle fayd the damoyfcll j

for he mufi; be a ciene knyght withoute vylony and of a gentil

ftrene of fader fyde and moder fyde /
Mooft of all the barons of

the round table that were there at that tyme affayed alle by 5

rewe / but ther myght non fpede /
wherfor the damoyfel made

grete forow cute of mefure and fayd Alias I wende in this

Courte had ben the beft knyghtes withoute trechery or trefon /

By my feythe fayth Arthur here are good knyghtes as I de-

me as ony ben in the world / but theyr grace is not to helpe 10

yow /
wherfor I am difpleafyd fj CapitUlUm ij

/^^^Henne felle hit foo that tyme /
ther was a poure kny-

/ 1 ght with kynge Arthur
/ that had byn pryfoner with

^^ll^ hym half a yere & more for fleynge of a knyghte / the

whiche was cofyn vnto kynge Arthur / the name of this kny- 15

ght was called Balen
/ and by good meanes of the barons

he was delyuerd oute of pryfon /
for he was a good man na-

med of his body /
and he was borne in northumberland / and

foo he wente pryuely in to the Courte / and fawe this aduen-

ture /
werof hit reyfed his herte / and wolde affaye it as other 20

knyghtes dyd / but for he was poure and pourely arayed he

put hym not ferre in prees / But in his herte he was fully af-

fured to doo as wel yf his grace happed hym as ony knyght
that there was / And as the damoyfel toke her leuc of Arthur

and of alle the barons fo dcpartyng / this knyght Balen cal- 25

led vnto her and fayd Damoyfel I praye yow of your cur-

tofy / fuffre me as wel to alTay as thefe lordes though that I

be fo pourely clothed / in my herte me femcth I am fully affu-

red as fomme of thefe other / And me femeth in my herte to

fpede ryght wel
/ The damoyfel beheld the poure knyght / and 30

fawe he was a lykely man
/
but for his poure arrayment flie

thoughte he fliold be of no worfliip withoute vylonye or tre-

chery / And thcne flie fayd vnto the knyght /
fir it nedeth not to

put me to more pa)-n or labour
/

for it femeth not yow to fpe-

de there as other haue failled
/
A fayr Damoyfel faid Balen 35

worthynes and good tatches and good dedes are not only in

arrayment / but manhood and worfliip is hyd within mans

perfone and many a worfliipful knyghte is not knowen vn-
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to allc people /
and tlicrforc worfliip and Iiardj-ncfrc is not in

arayment / By god fayd the damoNfcl )'c fay fothc
/

tlicrfor ye

flial affaye to do what ye may /
Thenne Halen took the fwcid

by the gyrdel and fliethe
/
and drcwc it out eafyly /

and when

5 he lokcd on the fweid hit pleafyd hym moche / thenne had the

kynge and alle the barons grete merueille that Balen hadde

done that auenture / many knyghtcs had grctc defpytc af Ba-

len / Certes faid the damoyfel / this is a paffynge good knyght

and the beft that euer I found and mooft of worfliip with-

10 oute trefon / trechery or vylony / and many merucyllcs flialle he

do
/ Now gentyl and curtois knyght ycue me the fwcrd ayene

nay faid Balen
/

for this fvverd wylle I kepe but it be taken

from me with force /
wel faide the damoyfel ye are not wyfc to

kepe the fwerd from me / for ye flialle flee with the fvverd the

>5 beft frende that ye haue and the man that ye mofte loue in the

world
/
and the fwerd flialle be your deftruction

/
I flial take

the aducnture fayd Balen that god wille ordeyne me
/
but the

fvverd ye flialle not haue at this tyme by the feythe of my bo-

dy / ye fhalle repente hit within fliort tymc fayd the damoyfel /

2o For I wold haue the fwerd more for your auaylle than for

myne / for I am paffyng heuy for your fake
/
For ye wil not

byleue that fwerd flial be youre deftruction
/
and that is grete

pyte /
with that the damoyfel departed makynge grete forowe /

Anone after Balen fente for his hors and armour
/
and foo

25 wold departe fro the Courte and toke his leue of kynge Ar-

thur / nay fayd the kynge I fuppofe ye wyll not departe fo
113-

tely fro this felaufliip /
I fuppofe )'e are difpleafed that I ha-

ue fliewed yow vnkyndenes /
Blame me the laffe

/
for I was

mys fenformed ageynft yow /
but I wende ye had not ben fuche

30 a knyght as ye are of worfliip and proweffe /
and yf ye wyll

abyde in this courte among my felaufliip /
I fhalle fo auaun-

ce yow as ye fhalle be pleafed / god thanke your hyhenes faid

Balen / your bounte and hyhenes may no man preyfe half to

the valewe /
but at this tyme I muft nedes departe / byfechyng

35 yow alwey of \-our good grace / Truly faid the kynge I am

ryght wrothe for your departyng /
I pray yow faire knyghte /

that ye tary not long /
and ye flial be ryght welcome to me / &

to my barons / and I flialle amende all myffe that I haue
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done agcynft yow / god thankc your grcte lordfliip faid Ba-

len / and thenvith made hym redy to dcparte / Thenne the moofl

party of the knyghtes of the round table fayd that Balen did

not this auenture al only by myghte but by vvytchecraft

/^^ C Capitulum (Icrcium

£ I He meane whyle that this knyght was makyng hym 5

^^l^redy to dcparte / there came in to the Court a lady that

hyght the lady of the lake
/
And flie came on horflDack rychely

byfene /
and falewed kynge Arthur

/
and there af!<ed hym a

yefte that he promyfed her whan flie gaf hym the fwerd / that

is fothe faid Arthur / a gyfte I promyfed yow / but I haue 10

forgoten the name of my fwerd that ye gaue me / The name

of it faid the lady is Excalibur that is as moche to fay as cut

ftele / ye faye wel faid the kynge /
Afke what ye wil and ye

fliall haue it
/ and hit lye in my power to yeue hit

/ wel fayd

the lady / I afl-;e the heede of the knyghte that hath wonne 15

the fwerd
/

or els the damoyfels heede that broughte hit / I

take no force though I haue bothe their hcdes
/

for he flewe my
broder a good kny^te and a true

/
and that gentilwoman was

caufar of my faders deth / Truly faid kynge Arthur I maye
not graunte neyther of her hedes with my worfhip / therfor af- 20

ke what ye wille els /
and I (liall fulfille your defyre /

I wil

afke none other thyng faid the lady / whan Balyn was redy

to departe he fawe the lady of the lake that by her menes had

flayne Balyns moder and he had foughte her thre yeres / and

whan it was told hym that flie afl<ed his hede of kynge Ar- 25

thur he went to her ftreyte and faid euyl be you foude
/ ye wold

haue my hede /
and therfore ye fliall lefe yours /

and with hys
fwerd lyghtly he fmote of hir hede before kynge Arthur / al-

ias for fhame fayd Arthur why haue ye done fo
/ ye haue fha-

med me and al my Courte /
for this was a lady that I was 30

be holden to / and hyther flie came vnder my fauf conduyte / I

flialle neuer foryeue you that trefpas / Sir faid Balen me for-

thynketh of your difpleafyr /
for this fame lady was the vn-

truefl lady lyuynge /
and by enchauntement and forffery flie

hath ben the deftroyer of many good knyghtes /
and Hie was 35

caufer that my moder was brente thorow her falfliede and tre-

chery / what caufe foo eucr ,ye had faid Arthur ye fliold haue
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forborne her in my prefencc / therfor thynlce not the contrary ye
flialle rcpcnte it / for fuchc another dcfpyte Iiad I ncucr in my
Courte / therfor vvithdrawe yow cute of my Courte in al h.ul

that ye may / Thenne Balen tokc vp the heed of tlie lady and

5 bare it with hym to his hoftry /
and there he met with his fquy-

er that was fory he had difpleafyd kyng Arthur / and fo they

rode forth oute of the town / Now faid Balen we muft depar-

te / take thow this hedc and bere it to my frendys / and telle hem
how I haue fped /

and telle my frendys in Northumberland

lo that my moft foo is deed
/

Alfo telle hem how I am oute of pry-

fon
/

and what aueture befelle me at the getyng of this fwerd

Alias faid the fquyar ye are gretely to blame for to difpleafe

kyng Arthur /
as for that faid Balen I wylle hyhe me in al

the haft that I may to mete with kynge Ryons and deftroye

15 hym eyther els or dye therfor
/ and yf it may happe me to Wyn-

ne hym /
thenne wille kynge Arthur be my good and gracious

lord /
where fliall I mete with yow faide the fquyer / in kynge

Arthurs Court faid Balen / fo his fquyer and he departed

at that tyme /
thenne kynge Arthur and alle the Court made

20 grete doole and had fliame of the deth of the lady of the lake

Hthenne the kyng buryed her rychely f[ CapitUlUm (llj

T that tyme ther was a knyghte / the whiche was the

kynges fone of Irelond and his name was Launce-

or / the whiche was an orgulous kny3t / and counted hym fclf

25 one of the beft of the Courte / and he had grete defpyte at Ba-

len for the encheuynge of the fwerd that ony fliold be acoun-

ted more hardy or more of proweffe /
and he afl<ed kynge Ar-

thur yf he wold gyue hym leue to ryde after Balen and to re-

uenge the defpyte that he had done
/
Doo your beft faid Arthur

30 I am right wroth faid Balen I wold he were quyte of the

defpyte that he hath done to me and to my Courte / Thenne this

Launceor wente to his hoftry to make hym redy /
In the meane

whyle cam Merlyn vnto the Court of kyng Arthur and there

was told hym the aduenture of the fwerd and the deth of the

35 lady of the lake / Now fliall I faye yow faid Merlyn /
this fa-

me damoyfel that here ftandeth that broughte the fwerde vnto

your Court /
I flialle telle yow the caufe of her comynge /

flie

was the falfcft damoyfel that lyucth / fay not fo faid they / She
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hath a broder a paffynge good knyght of proweffe and a ful

true man / and this damoyfel loued another knyght that helde

her to peramour / and this good knyght her broder mett with

the knyght that held her to peramour and flewe hym by force

of his handes /
whan this fals damoyfel vnderftood thys / fhe 5

wente to the lady lyle of Auelione / and befought her of help /

to be auengyd on her owne broder

aC Capitulum quintum
Nd fo this lady lyle of Auelion toke her this fwerd

that fhe broughte with her
/
and told there fliold noo

man pulle it oute of the fhethe but yf he be one of the 10

beft knyghtes of this reame
/
and he fliold be hard and ful of

proweffe / and with that fwerd he fhold flee her broder / this

was the caufe that the damoyfel came in to this Courte / I kno-

we it as wel as ye /
wolde god fhe had nat comen in to thys

Courte
/
but fhe came neuer in felaufhip of worfhip to do go- 15

od but alweyes grete harme / and that knyght that hath enche-

ued the fuerd fhal be deftroyed by that fuerd
/

for the whiche wil

be grete dommage /
for ther lyueth iiot a kny5t of more proweffe

than he is
/
and he flialle do vnto yow my lord Arthur grete ho-

nour and kyndeneffe /
and it Is grete pyte he fliall not endure 20

but a whyle / for of his ftrengthe and hardyneffe I knowe

not his matche lyuynge / Soo the knyght of Irelonde armed

hym at al poyntes /
and dreffid his fhelde on his fholder and

mounted vpon horfl^ack and toke his fpere in his hand / and

rode after a grete paas as moche as his hors myght goo / and 25

within a lytel fpace on a montayne he had a fyghte of Ba-

lyn /
and with a lowde voys he cryed abyde knyght / for ye flial

abyde whether ye will or nyll /
and the fheld that is to fore you

fhalle not helpe / whan Balyn herd the noyfe / he tourned his

hors fyerfly /
and faide faire knyghte what wiUe ye with me

/ 30

wille ye lufte with me / ye faid the Iryfflie knyghte / therfor co-

me I after yow / parauenture faid Balyn it had ben better to

haue hold yow at home / for many a man weneth to putte his

enemy to a rebuke
/
and ofte it falleth to hym felf / of what co-

urte be ye fente fro faid Balyn /
I am come fro the Courte of 35

kynge Arthur fayd the knyghte of Irlond / that come hy-

der for to reuenge the defpyte ye dyd this day to kyng arthur
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and to his courlc / wcl faid ]?alyn /
I fee wel I muft haue

adoo with yow that me forthynkcth for to greuc kyng arthur

or oiiy of liis courte / and your quarcl is ful fymple faid Ba-

lyn vnto me
/

for the lady that is dcde
/ dyd me gretc domma-

5 ge or els wold I haue ben lothe as ony knyghte that lyueth

for to flee a lady / Make yow redy fayd the knyght launccor /

and dreffe yow vnto me / for that one fliallc abyde in the feld

thenne they toke their fperes / and cam to gyders as moche as

their horfes myght dryue / and the Iryfflie knyght fmotc Ba-

10 lyn on the Iheld that alle wcnte fheucrs of his fpere /
& Ba-

lyn hyt hym thorugh the llicld / and the hauberk peryfflicd / &
fo pcrcyd thurgh his body and the hors croppc / and anon tor-

ned his hors fycrfly and drewe oute his fwcrd and wyfte

not that he had flayn hym / and thenne he fawe hym lye as a

15 dede corps

C Capitulum vj

/^^^ Plenne he loked by hym and was ware of a damoyfel

1 that came ryde ful fafb as the hors myghte ryde on a

^^^ fayr palfroy /
and whan fl:c afpyed that launceor was

flayne / flie made forowe oute of mcfure and fayd O JJalyn

20 two bodyes thou haft flayne and one hertc and two hertes in

one body / and two foules thow haft loft / And therwith fhe toke

the fwerd from her loue that lay ded and fylle to the ground
in a fwowne /

And whan flie aroos flie made grete dole out of

mefure / the whiche forowe greued Balyn paffyngly fore / and

25 he wente vnto her for to haue taken the fwerd oute of her had

but Ihc helde it fo faft
/ he myghte not take it oute of her hand

onles he lliold haue hurte her / and fodenly fhe fette the pomell

to the ground / and rofe her felf thorow the body /
whan balyn

afpyed her dedes he was paffynge heuy in his herte and aflia-

30 med that fo fair a damoyfell had deflroyed her felf for the loue

of his deth
/ Alias faid Balyn me repcteth fore the deth of this

knyght for the loue of this damoyfel /
for ther was moche true

loue betwixe them bothe / and for forowe myght not lenger be-

hold hym but torned his hors and loked toward a grete forefl

35 and ther he was ware by the armes of his broder Balan / and

whan they were mette they putte of her helmes and kyffed to

gyders and wepte for ioye and pyte / Thenne Balan fayd /
I
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lytel wende to haue met with yow at this fodayne auenture
/

I

am ryght glad of your delyueraunce and of youre dolorous

pryfonement / for a ma told mc in the caftel of four flones that

ye were delyuerd / & that man had fene you in the court of ky-

nge Arthur / & therfor I cam hyder in to this countrey / for he- 5

re I fuppofed to fynde you / anon the kny^t balyn told his bro-

dcr of his aduenture of the fwerd & of the deth of the lady of

the lake / & how kyng arthur was difpleafyd with hym wher-

for he fente this kny-,t after me that lyeth here dede / & the dethe

of this damoyfel greueth me fore
/

fo doth it me faid Balan / but 1°

ye mufl take the aduenture that god will ordeyne yow / Tru-

ly faid Balyn I am ryght heuy that my lord Arthur is dif-

pleafyd with me / for he is the mooft worfliipful knyght that

regneth now on erthe
/
& his loue will I gete or els I wil put

my lyf in auenture / for the kyng Ryons lyeth at a fyege atte 15

caftel Tarabil & thydcr will we drawe in all hall to preue our

worfliip & prowefle vpon hym /
I wil wel faid Balan that we

do & wc wil helpe eche other as brethcren ou-,t to do / ^ djj \)\i

mOw
go we hens faid balyn & wcl be we met

/ the me-
ne whylc as they talked ther cam a dwarf from the cy- 20

te of camclot on horfljak as moche as he myght & foud

the dede bodyes /
wherfor he made grete dole & pulled out his he-

re for forou & faidc which of you kny-,tes haue done this dede /
where by afkeft thou it faid balan / for I wold wete it faid the

dwarfe / it was I faid balyn that flewe this knyght in my de- 25

fendaut for hyder he cam to chaace me & other I muft flee hym
or he me / & this damoyfel flewe her felf for his loue whiche re-

penteth me
/ & for her fake I fhal owe al wymmen the better lo-

ue
/ Alias faid the dwarf thow haft done grete dommage vnto

thy felf / for this kn}'ght that is here dede was one of the mofl: 30

valyaunts men that lyued / and truft wel balyn the kynne of

this knyght wille chace yow thorowe the world t\ 1 they haue

flayne yow /
As for that fayd Balyn I fere not gretely / but

I am ryght heuy that I haue difpleafyd my lord kyng ar-

thur for the deth of this knyght / Soo as they talked to gy- 35

ders there came a kynge of Cornewaille rydynge / the whiche

hyghte kynge Mark / ^ And whanne he fawe thefe two body-
es dede and vnderftood hou they were dede by the

ij knyghtes
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abouc faidc
/ thcnnc maadc the kyngc gretc forowc for the true

louc that was betwix them / & faid I wil not departe tyl I haue

on this crthe made a tombc / and there he pyght his paueh'ons

and foughte thurgh allc the countrcy to fynde a tombe / and in

5 a chirche they found one was fair and ryche / & thenne the ky-

nge lete put hem bothe in the crthe & put the tombe vpon hem /

and wrote the names of them bothe on the tombe / How here ly-

eth launceor the kynges sone of Irlond that at his owne re-

queft was flayne by the handes of balyn / & how his lady co-

10 lombc and peramoure flewe her felf with her loues fwerd for

dole and forowe d CapitUlUm Vllj

/^^^ He mene whyle as this was a doyng / in cam merlyn

/ 1 to kyng mark feyng alle his doynge faid / Here flialle

^^^ be in this fame place the grettefl bataille betwixt two

15 knyghtes that was or euer fliall be / and the truefi: louers / and

yet none of hem flialle flee other
/ and there Merlyn wrote her

names vpon the tombe with letters of gold that fliold fyghte

in that place /
whos names were Launcelot de lake / and Tryf-

tram
/ thow art a merueillous man faide kynge Marke vnto

20 Merlyn that fpekeft of fuche merueilles / thou art a boyftous

man and an vnlykely to telle of fuche dedes / what is thy na-

me faid kynge Marke / at this tyme faid Merlyn I will not

telle / but at that tyme whan fyr Tryftram is taken with his

fouerayne lady /
thenne ye fhalle here and knowe my name / &

25 at that tyme ye fhal here tydynges that fhal not pleafe yow /

Thenne faid merlyn to balyn thou haft done thy felf grete hurt

by caufe that thow faueft not this lady that flewe her felf that

myght haue faued her & thow woldeft / by the feyth of my body

fayd balyn I myght not faue her for flie flewe her felf fodenly

30 Me repenteth faide Merlyn by caufe of the dethe of that lady

thou flialt ftryke a ftroke moft dolorous that euer man ftroke

excepte the ftroke of oure lorde / for thou fhalt hurte the trueft

kny3t & the man of moft worfliip that now lyueth / & thorow

that ftroke iij kyngdoms flial be in grete pouerte myfere & wret-

35 chidnes xij yere / & the kny3t fhal not be hool of that woud ma-

ny yeres /
thene merlyn toke his leue of balyn & balen faid yf

I wift it were foth that ye fay I (hold do fuche peryllous dede

as that I wold flee my felf to make the a lyar / therwith merlyn
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vanyffhed awey fodenly / and thenne balyn and his broder to-

ke her leue of kynge Mark / fyrft faid the kynge telle me yo-

ur name / fyr faid Balen ye may fee he bereth two fwerdes ther

by ye may calle hym the knyght with the two fwerdes & foo

departed kyng marke vnto camelot to kynge Arthur & balyn 5

toke the way toward kyng Ryons /
and as they rode to gyder

they mett with Merlyn defguyfed /
but they knewe hym not

/

whyder ryde yow faid Merlyn /
we haue lytel to do faide the ij

kny5tes to telle the /
but what is thy name faid Balen at this

tyme faid Merlyn I will not telle it the / it is euyl fene faid 10

the knyghtes that thou art a true man that thou wolt not tel-

le thy name /
as for that fayd Merlyn /

be hit /
as it be may I

can telle yow wherfor ye ryde this wey for to mete kyng Ry-

ons but it will not auaille you without ye haue my counceill

A faid Balyn ye are Merlyn we wyl be rulyd by your coij- 15

ceill / come on faid Merlyn ye flial haue grete worfliip & loke

that ye do kny^tely for ye final haue grete nede / as for that fa-

id Balen drede yow not we will do what we may /

C Capitulum iy

y^'^BB^ Henne Merlyn lodged them in a wode amonge leuys

i \ befyde the hyhe way & toke of the brydels of their hor- 20

^^J^ fes & put hem to gras & leid hem doun to refte hem tylle

it was nyhe mydny^t /
Thenne Merlyn badde hem ryfe /

& make

hem redy /
for the the kynge was nygh them that was ftolen a-

wey from his hooft with a
iij

fcore horfes of his beft kny5tes &
XX of hem rode to fore to warne the lady de Vance that the ky- 25

ng was comyng /
for that ny^t kyng Ryons fliold haue layn

with her /
whiche is the kyng faid Balyn / abyde faid Merlyn

here in a ftreyte wey ye flial mete with hym & therwith he flie-

wcd Balyn & his broder where he rode /
anon balyn & his bro-

der mctte with the kyng & fmotc hym doune & wounded hym 30

fyerfly & Icid hym to the ground /
& there they flewe on the ry-

ght hand & the lyfte hand & flewe moo than xl of his men
/ &

the remenaunt fled
/
thenne went they agcync to kyng Ryons

& wold haue flayn hym had he not yelded hym vnto her grace

Thenne faid he thus knyghtes ful of proweffe flee me not
/

for 35

by my lyf ye may wynne /
& by my dethe ye flialle wynne noo

thynge / Thenne fayd thefe two knyghtes ye fay fothe & trouth
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and fo Icyd hym on on hors Ij'ttar / with that Merlyn was

vanyfflied and came to kyng Arthur afore hand & told hym
how his mofl: enemy was taken and difcomfyted / by whome
faid kyngc Arthur

/ by two knyghtcs faid Merlj-n that wold

5 pleafe your lordlhip /
and to morowe ye flialle knowc what

knyghtcs they are
/ Anone after cam the knyght with the two

fwerdes and balan his brodcr
/

and brought with hem kynge

Ryons of Northwalys and there delyuerd hym to the porters

and charged hem with hym /
& foo they two retorned ageyne

lo in the daunyng of the day / kynge Arthur cam thenne to kyng

Ryons and faid Syr kynge ye are welcome / by what auen-

ture come ye hyder / fyr faid kyng Ryons I cam h}-thcr by an

hard auenture / who wanne yow faid kyng Arthur / fyre faid

the kyng the knyght with the two fwerdes & his broder vvhi-

15 che are two merueillous knyghtcs of proweffe / I knowe hem
not fayd arthur but moche I am beholden to them / A faid mer-

lyn I flial telle yow it is balen that encheued the fwerd & his

broder balan a good knyght /
ther lyueth not a better of pro-

weffe & of worthyneffe /
and it flial be the gretteft dole of hym

20 that euer I knewe of knyght /
for he flialle not long endure /

Alias faide kynge Arthur that is grete pyte for I am moche

beholdyng vnto hym /
& I haue yll defcrued it vnto hym for his

kyndenes / nay faid Merlyn he flial do moche more for yow /

and that flial ye knowe in haft / but fyr are ye purueyed faid

25 Merlyn for to morne the hoofle of Nero kynge Ryons broder

wille fette on yow or none with a grete hooft and therfor ma-

ke yow redy for I wyl departe from yow

C Capitulum y

# \ Henne kyng Arthur made redy his hooft in x batails

^^j^and Nero was redy in the felde afore the caflel Ta-

30 rabil with a grete hoofl
/
& he had x batails with many mo pe-

ple than Arthur had
/

Thenne Nero had the vaward with the

mooft party of his peple / & merlyn cam to kyng lot of the yle

of Orkeney / and helde hym with a tale of prophecye til Nero

and his peple were deftroyed / & ther fyr kay the fencyal dyd

35 paffyngly wel that the dayes of his Ij-f the worfliip went ne-

uer fro hym & fir heru)-s de reuel did merueillous dedes with
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with kynge Artliur / and kynge Arthur flewc that daye xx

knyghtes & maymed xl /
At that tyme cam in the kny3te with

the two fwerdys and his broder Balan / But they two did

fo merueilloufly that the kynge and alle the knyghtes mer-

ueilled of them
/
and alle they that beheldc them faid they we- 5

re fente from heuen as aungels or deuyls from helle
/ & kynge

Arthur faid hym felf they were the bell knyghtes that euer he

fawe / for they gaf fuche ftrokes that all men had woder of hem

In the meane whyle came one to kynge Lott and told hym /

whyle he taryed there nero was deftroyed and flayne with al ic

his peple / Alias fayd kynge Lot I am afhamed
/

for by m}-

defaute ther is many a worfliipful man flayne / for and we

had ben to gyders there hadde ben none hoofte vnder the heuen

that had ben abel for to haue matched with vs / This faytcr

with his prophecye hath mocked me
/

Al that d)'d Mcrlyn for 15

he knewe wel that and k)-ng Lot had ben with his body there

at the fyrlt bataille
/ kynge Arthur had be flayne /

and alle his

peple deftroyed / & wel Merlyn knewe the one of the kynges
fliold be dede that day / & loth was Mcrlyn that ony of them both

fiiolde be flayne / But of the tweyne /
he had leuer kyng Lotte -o

had be flayne than kynge Arthur / Now what is beft to doo

fayd kyng Lot of Orkeney whether is me better to treatc with

kynge Arthur or to fyghte /
for the gretter party of oure pe-

ple are flayne / and deftroyed / Syr faid a knj-ght fet on arthur

for they are wery and forfoughten and we be frefflie / As for 25

me fayd k}'ng Lot I wolde euery knyght wolde do his parte

as I wold do myn / And thenne they auaunced baners and

fmoten to gyders and al to fiieuered their fperes / and arthurs

knyghtes with the heipe of the knyght with two fwerdcs &
his broder balan put kyng lot & his hoofl to the werre

/ But 30

alweyes kyng Lot helde hym in the formeft frunte & dyd mer-

ueillous dedes of armes
/ for alle his hoofte was borne vp by

his handes for he abode al knyghtes /
alias he myght not endu-

re the whiche was grete pyte that fo worthy a knyyt as he was

one fliold be ouermatched that of late tyme afore hadde ben a 35

knyght of kyng Arthurs & wedded the fifter of kyng arthur

& for kyng Arthur lay by kyng lots wyf the whiche was ar-

thurs fyfter & gat on her Mordred
/
therfor kyng lot held aj'Cft
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Arthur / So thcr was a knyght that was called the knyghte

with the ftraunge beefle
/
and at that tyme his ryght name

was called Pcllinorc
/

the whiche was a good man of pro-

weffe / and he fmotc a myghty flroke att kynge Lot as he fo-

5 ught with all his encmyes / and he fayled of his ftroke
/ and

fmote the hors neck that he fylle to the grounde with kyng lot

And therwith anon Pcllinore fmote hym a grete flroke tho-

row the helme & hede vnto the browes & thenne alle the hoofte

of Orkeney fled for the deth of kynge Lott
/
and there were

10 flayn many moders fones / But kynge Pellinore bare the wy-
tte of tlie deth of kynge Lot / wherfore fyr Gawayne reuenged

the deth of his fader the x yere after he was made knyght and

flewe kynge Pellinore with his owne handes / Alfo there we-

re flayne at that bataille xij kynges on the fyde of kyng Lot

15 with Nero /
and alle were buryed in the chirche of faynt Ste-

uyns in Camelot / and the remenaunt of knyghtes and of o-

ther were buryed in a grete roche ^ CnpitUlUlll ]C\

SO
at the enterement cam kynge Lots wyf Morgaufe

with her foure fones Gawayne / Agrauayne / Gaherys
and Gareth

/
Alfo ther came thyder kyng Vryens fyr

Ewayns fader and Morgan le fay his wyf that was kyng
Arthurs fyfter /

Alle thefe cam to the enterement
/
but of alle

thefe xij kynges kyng Arthur lete make the tombe of kynge
Lot paffyng rychely /

and made his tombe by his owne
/ and

25 thenne Arthur lete make xij ymages of laton and couper / &
ouer gylt hit with gold in the fygne of xij kynges / & echon

of hem helde a tapyr of wax that brent day and ny}! / & kyng
Arthur was made in fygne of a fygure flandynge aboue hem
with a fvverd drawen in his hand / and alle the xij fygures had

30 countenaunce lyke vnto men that were ouercome /
All this ma-

de Merlyn by his subtyl crafte and ther he told the kyng wha

I am dede
/
thefe tapers flialle brenne no lenger /

and foone af-

ter the aduentures of the Sangrayll flialle come among yow
and be encheued / Alfo he told Arthur how Balyn the wor-

35 fliipful knyght flial gyue the dolourous flroke / wherof flialle

falle grete vengeaunce / O where is Balcn & Balan & Pelli-

nore faide kynge Arthur / as for Pcllinore fayd Merlyn / he

wyl mete with yow foone / ^ And as for Balyn
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he wille not be longe from yovv / but the other broder wil depar^

te ye fhalle fee hym no more / By my feyth faid Arthur they

are two merueyllous knyghtes / and namely Balyn paffeth

of provveffe of ony knyghte that euer I found / for moche be

holden I am vnto hym / wold god he wold abyde with me
/ 5

Syr fayd Merlyn loke ye kepe wel the fcaubard of Excali-

bur
/

for ye fhalle lefe no blood whyle ye haue the fcauberd vp-

on yow though ye haue as many woundes vpon yow as ye

may haue / Soo after for grete truft Arthur betoke the fcau-

berd to Morgan le fay his fyfter /
and fhe loued another kny- 10

ght better than her hufband kynge Vryens or kynge Arthur

And ihe wold haue had Arthur her broder flayne / And ther

for fhe lete make another fcauberd lyke it by enchauntement

and gaf the fcauberd Excalibur to her loue
/
and the knyghtes

name was called Accolon that after had nere flayne kyng ar- 15

thur /
After this Merlyn told vnto kynge Arthur of the pro-

phecye / that there fhold be a grete batail befyde Salyfbury and

Mordred his owne fone fliolde be ageynfte hym /
Alfo he tolde

hym that Bafdemegus was his cofyn and germayn vnto ky-

nge Vryence ^ CapitUlUm yi}
=0

MYthin
a daye or two kynge Arthur was fomewhat fe-

ke / and he lete pytche his pauelione in a medowe / &
there he leyd hym doune on a paylet to (lepe / but he my-

ght haue no reft
/ Ryght fo he herd a grete noyfe of an hors and

therwith the kynge loked oute at the porche of the pauelione / 25

and fawe a knyght comynge euen by hym makyng grete dole

Abyde fair fyr faid Arthur / & telle me wherfor thow makefl

this forowe
/ ye maye lytel amend me faid the knyghte and foo

paffed forthe to the caftel of Melyot /
Anone after ther cam ba-

len
I
and whan he fawe kynge Arthur / he alyght of his hors / 30

and cam to the kynge on foote /
and falewed hym / by my hede

faide Arthur ye be welcome
/ Sire ryght now cam rydynge

this way a knyght makynge grete moorne / for what caufe I

can not telle
/

wherfor I wold defyre of yow of your curtofye

and of your gentylneffe to fetche ageyne that knyght / eyther 35

by force or els by his good wil / I wil do more for your lord-

fliip than that faid balyn /
and fo he rode more than a paas and

found the knyght with a damoyfel in a foreft & faid fir kny^t
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ye muft come with me vnto kyncjc Arthur for to telle hym of

your forow / that willc I not
/ fa)-d the knj-ghte /

for hit wylle

fcathe me gretely /
and now do yow none auaylle / fyr fayd Balyn

I pray yow make yow redy for \c niuft goo with me / or els

5 I muft f)-ghtc with yow and brynge yow by force
/ and that

were me loth to doo / w}-Ile ye be my waraunt faid the knyght
and I goo with j-ow / ye faide Balyn or cIs I wylle deye

therfore / And fo he made hym redy to go with Balyn /
and

leftc the damo}fel fl)-lle /
And as they were euen afore kynge

10 Arthurs pauelionc / there came one inuyfybcl and fmote thys

knyghte that wente with Balyn thorow oute the body wyth
a fpere /

Alias fayd the knyght I am flayne vnder youre c6-

du)t with a knyght called Garlon
/ therfor take my hors that

is better than yours and ryde to the damoyfel and folowe the

15 queft that I was in /
as flie wylle lede yow and reuenge my

deth whan ye may / That flialle I doo faj-d Balyn /
and that

I make vowe vnto knyghthode / and fo he departed from thys

knyghte with grete forowe
/ Soo kyng Arthur lete berye thys

knj-ght rychely /
and made a menfyon on his tombe /

how there

20 was flayne Herlews le berbeus /
and by whome the trechery

was done the knyght garlon / But euer the damoyfel bare the

truncheon of the fpere with her that fyr Harlews was fla-

yn with al

C Capitulum yiij

|0 Balyn and the damoyfel rode in to a foreft / & ther

25 ^^^r met with a knyght that had ben on huntynge / and

that knyght afked Balyn for what caufe he made fo grete fo-

rowe / me lyft not to telle yow faide Balyn /
Now faide the

knyghte and I were armed as ye be I wolde f}-ghte wyth

yow /
that fliold lytel nede fayd Balyn /

I am not aferd to

30 telle yow /
and told hym alle the caufe how it was A fayd the

knyght is this al / Here I enfure yow by the feithe of my bo-

dy neuer to departe from yow whyle my lyf lafteth / & foo they

wente to the hoftry and armed hem / and fo rode forth with ba-

lyn /
And as they came by an heremytage euen by a Chyrche

35 yerd /
ther cam the knyghte garlon invyfybel and fmote thys

knyghte Peryn de mountebeliard thurgh the body with a fpe-

re /
Alias faide the kn>'ghte I am flayne by this traytoure
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knyghte that rydeth Inuyfyble / Alias faid balyn it is not the

fyrst defpyte he hath done me
/
and there the heremyte and Ba-

lyn beryed the knyght vnder a ryche ftone and a tombe royal

And on the morne they fond letters of gold wryten / how

fyr Gaweyn flialle reuenge his faders deth kynge Lot / on the 5

kynge Pellinore
/'
Anone after this balyn and the damoyfel

rode tyl they came to a caftel and there balyn alyghte / and he

and the damoyfel vvende to goo in to the caftel
/
and anone as

balyn came within the caftels yate the portecolys fylle doune

at his bak
/
and there felle many men about the damoyfel / and 10

wold haue flayne her
/
whan balyn fawe that /

he was fore a-

greued /
for he myghte not helpe the damoyfel /

thanne he

wente vp in to the toure and lepte ouer wallys in to the

dyche /
and hurte hym not

/
and anone he pulled oute his fuerd

and wold haue fou^ten with hem
/
and they all fayd nay they 15

wold not fyghte with hym /
for they dyd no thyng but thold

cuftome of the caftel / and told hym how her lady was feke
/ &

had layne many yeres / and flie myghte not be hole but yf fhe

had a dyflhe of fyluer ful of blood of a clene mayde & a kyn-

ges doughter /
and therfore the cuftome of this caftel is

/ there 20

flialle no damoyfel paffe this way but flie flial blede of her blo-

od in a fyluer dyfflie ful / wel faid Balyn flie flial blcde as mo-

che as flie may blede
/
but I wille not lefe the lyf of her why-

les my lyf lafteth
/
& foo balyn made her to blede by her good

will / but her blood halpe not the lady / and fo he & flie refted 25

there al nyght / & had there ryght good chere /
and on the morn

they paffed on their wayes / And as it telleth after in the fan-

graylle that fyre Percyualis fyfter halpe that lady with her

blood wherof flie was dede

/^i^ C Capitulum yiiij
/ I Henne they rode thre or foure dayes and neuer mette 30

^^J^with aduenture
/
and by happe they were lodged with

a gentyll man that was a ryche man and well at eafe
/
And

as they fat at her fouper balyn herd ouer complayne greuouf-

ly by hym in a chayer / what is this noyfe faid balen
/
forfothe

faid his hooft I wylle telle yow /
I was but late att a luft- 35

ynge /
and there I lulled with a knyghte that is broder vn-

to kynge Pellam / and twyes fmote 1 hym doune / & thenne
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he promyfcd to quytc mc on my beft fiyndc /
and fo he woun-

ded my fonc that can not be hole tyll I haue of that knyghtes
blood

/
and he r)-dcth ahvcy Inuj-fyblc / but I knowe not his

name /
A fayd Balyn / I knowe that knyght /

his name is

5 Garlon
/ he hath flayne two knyghtes of myn in the fame ma-

ner
/
therfor I had Icuer mete with that knyght than alio the

gold in this realme / for the defpytc he hath done me
/ wcl faid

his oofte I flialle telle yow kynge Pellam of lyftyneyfe hath

made do crye in all this countrey a grcte feeft that flial be with-

10 in thefe xx dayes / & no knyght may come ther but yf he bryn-

ge his wyf wyth hym /
or his peramour / & that kny3te youre e-

nemy and myn ye flialle fee that daye / Thenne I behote yow
fayd Balyn parte of his blood to helc youre fone with alle

/

we wille be forward to morne fayd his ooft / So on the morne

15 they rode all thre toward Pellam
/
and they had xv dayes Jo-

urney or they cam thyder / and that fame day began the greete

feefle
/
and foo they alyght and ftabled theyr horfes / and went

in to the Caftel / but balyns ooft myght not be lete in by caufe

he had no lady / thenne Balyn was wel receyued & brought
20 vnto a chamber and vnarmed hym / and there were brought

hym robes to his pleafyr / and wold haue had Balen leue

his fwerd behynde hym / Nay fayd Balen that doo I not for

it is the cuftomme of my Countrey a knyghte alweyes to ke-

pe his wepen with hym and that cuftomme wylle I kepe / or

25 els I wyll departe as I cam
/
thenne they gaf hym leue to we-

re his fwerd
/
and fo he wente vnto the caftel / and was fette

amonge knyghtes of worfliip and his lady afore hym / Soo-

ne balyn aflved a knyght /
is ther not a knyghte in this court

whos name is Garlon
/ yonder he goth fayd a knyght / he with

30 the blak face
/
he is the merueylleft kn3'5t that is now lyuyng

for he deftroyeth many good knyghtes / for he goth Inuyfyble

A wel faid Balen is that he / thCne balyn auyfed hym long

yf I flee hym here I fliall not fcape /
And yf I leue hym now

perauentur I flialle neuer mete with hym ageyne at fuche a

35 fteuen /
and moche harme he wille doo and he lyue / Ther with

this Garlon afpyed that this Balen behelde hym /
and then-

ne he came and fmote Balyn on the face with the bak of his

hand / and fayd kny5t why beholdefl thow me fo for fliame
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therfor ete thy mete and doo that thow cam for / Thow fayft fo-

the faid Balyn / this is not the fyrft defpyte that thow haft do-

ne me / and therfor I will doo that I cam for and rofe vp fy-

erfly and claue his hede to the fliolders / gyue me the truncheon

fayd Balyn to his lady where with he flewe your knyghte / 5

anone flie gaf it hym / for alwey flie bare the troncheon with her

And therwith Balyn fmote hym thurgh the body /
and fayd

openly with that truncheon thow haft flayn a good knyghte /

and now it ftycketh in thy body / And thenne Balyn called

vnto hym his hooft
/ fayenge / now may ye fetche blood ynough 10

to hele your fone with all /

Capitulum yv

mNone

all the kn}'ghtes aroos from the tabyl for to fet

on Balyn /
and kynge Pellam hym felf aroos vp fy-

erfiy / & fayd kny^t haft thow flayn my broder /
thow

flialt dye therfor or thou departe / wel faid balen do it your felf 15

yis fayde kyng pella / ther fliall no ma haue ado with the /
but

my felf for the loue of my broder / Thenne kyng Pellam cau5t

in his hand a grym wepen and fmote egrely at balyn / but ba-

lyn put his fwerd betwixe his hcde and the ftroke / and ther-

with his fwerd breft in fonder / And whan balyn was wepen- 20

les he ranne in to a chamber for to feke fomme wepen / and foo

fro chamber to chamber / and no wepen he coude fynde /
and al-

weyes kynge Pellam after hym / And at the lafl he entryd

in to a chambyr that was merueilloufly wel dy5te and ryche-

ly / and a bedde arayed with clothe of gold the rycheft that my- 25

ghte be thought / and one lyenge theryn / and therby ftode a

table of clene gold with four pelours of fyluer / that bare vp
the table /

and vpon the table flood a merueillous fpere ftraun-

gely wrought /
And whan balyn fawe that fpere / he gat it in

his hand and torned hym to kyng Pellam / and fmote hym 30

paffyngly fore with that fpere that kynge Pellam felle doune

in a fwoune / and therwith the caftel roofe and wallys brake

and fylle to the erthe / and balyn felle doune fo that he myghte
not ftere foote nor hand / And fo the mooft parte of the caftel

that was falle doune thorugh that dolorous ftroke laye vpon 35

Pellam and balyn thre dayes

C Capitulum yvj
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/^fc^IIcnnc Mcrlyii cam thydcr and tokc vp Balyn and

/ 1 gat liym a good hors for his was dcdc / and bad hym

^^^/ rydc cute of that countrcy /
I wold hauc my damoyfel

fa>-d balyn /
Loo fayd Mcrlyn where flie lyeth dede & kynge

5 Tcllam lay fo many yeres fore wounded / and myght neuer

be hole tj-1 Galahad / the haute prynce heled hym in the qucfk of

the Sangraille /
for in that place was part of the blood of our

lord Ihefu cryft that lofeph of Armathe broughtc in to this

lond / and ther hym felf lay in that ryche bed / And that was

lo the fame fpere that Longeus fmote oure lorde to the herte / and

kynge Fellam was nyghe of lofcph kynne / and that was

the mooft worfliipful man that lyued in tho dayes / and gre-

te pyte it was of his hurte /
for thorow that ftrokc torncd to

grete dole tray and tene / Thenne departed Balyn from Mer-

15 lyn and fayd in this world we mete neuer nomore / Soo

he rode forth thorowe the fayr countreycs and Cytees & fond

the peple dede flayne on euery fyde / and alle that were on ly-

uc crycd O balyn thow haft caufcd grctc dommage in thefe c6-

trayes for the dolorous ftroke thow gaueft vnto kynge Pella

20 thre countreyes are deftroyed / and doubte not but the vengeaun-

ce wil falle on the at the laft
/
whanne Balyn was paft tho

contrayes he was paffyng fayne /
fo he rode ey^t dayes or he met

with auenture /
And at the laft he came in to a fayr foreft in

a valey and was ware of a Toure /
And there befydc he fawe

25 a grete hors of werre tayed to a treee / and ther befyde fatte a

fayr knyght on the ground and made grete mornynge and he

was a lykely man and a wel made / Balyn fayd God faue

yow why be ye fo heuy / telle me and I wylle amende it and

I may to my power / Syr knyghte faid he ageyne thow doeft

30 me grete gryef /
for I was in mcry thoughtes and now thou

putteft me to more payne / Balyn wente a lytel from hym / &
loked on his hors /

thenne herd Balyn hym faye thus / a fair

lady why haue ye broken my promyfe /
for thow promyfeft me

to mete me here by none
/
and I maye curfe the that euer ye

35 gaf me this fwerd / for with this fwerd I flee my felf / and

pulled it oute / and therwith Balyn fterte vnto hym & took

hym by the hand / lete goo my hand fayd the knyght or els I

fhal flee the
/
that fhal not nede faid balyn /

for I flial promyfe
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yow my helpc to gete yow your lady /
and ye wille telle me

where flie is /
what is your name fayd the knj'ght / myn name-

is Balyn le faueage /A fyr I knovve yow wel ynough ye

are the knyght with tlie two fvverdys and the man of mooft

proweffe of your handes lyuyng / what is your name fayd ba- s

len / my name is garnyfflie of the mount a poure mans fone
/

But by my proweffe and hardyneffe a duke hath maade me

knyght /
and gaf me landes / his name is duke Hermel / and

his doughter is flie that I loue and flie me as I demed / hou

fcr is flie hens fayd Balyn / but xj myle faid the knyghte lo

Now ryde we hens fayde thefe two knyghtes / fo they rode mo-

re than a paas tyll that they cam to a fayr cartel wel waliyd

and dyched /
I wylle in to the caftel fayd Balen

/
and loke

yf flie be ther / Soo he wente in and ferched fro chamber to cha-

bir
/
and fond her bedde but fhe was not there

/
Thenne Balen 15

loked in to a fayr litil gardyn / and vnder a laurel tre he fawe

her lye vpon a quylt of grene famyte and a knyght in her ar-

mes fall halfyngc eythcr other and vnder their hedes graffe &
herbes / whan Balen fawe her lye fo with the fowleft knyghte
that euer he fawe and flie a fair lady / thenne Balyn wente 20

thurgh alle the chambers ageyne and told the knyghte how

he fond her as flie had flepte fall: / and fo brought hym in the

place there flie lay faft flepynge

C (Tapitulum yvij

-^-l Nd whan Garnyffli beheld hir fo lyeng for pure forou

/^^^rhis mouth and nofe brafl oute on bledynge and with 25

his fwerd he fmote of bothc their hedes / and thenne he maade
forowe oute of mefure and fayd O Balyn / Moche forow haft

thow brought vnto me
/

for haddeft thow not fhewed me that

fyght I fliold haue paffed my forow / forfoth faid balyn I did

it to this entent that it fholde better thy courage / and that ye 30

myght fee and knowe her falfliede / and to caufe yow to leue

loue of fuche a lady / god knoweth I dyd none other but as

I wold ye dyd to me
/ Alias faid garnyffhe now is my forou

doubel that I may not endure / Now haue I flayne that I

mooft loued in al my lyf / and therwith fodenly he roofe hym 33

fclf on his own fwerd vnto the hyltys / when balen fawe that
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he drefTid hym thcns ward / Iclt folkc wold fay he had (layne

them / and fo he rode forth / and vvitliin thre dayes he cam by a

croffc / & theron were letters of gold wryte that faid
/ it is not

for no knyght alone to ryde toward this Caflel
/
thcne fawe he

5 an old horc gentylman comyng toward hym that fayd Ba-

lyn le Saucage thow paffyft thy bandes to come this waye /

therfor tornc ageyne and it will auaille the / and he vanyflhcd

awey anone / and foo he herd an home blovve as it had ben the

dethe of a beft /
That blaft faid Balyn is blowen for me / For

lo I am the prjfe and yet am I not dede
/ anone with al he fa-

we an hondred ladyes and many knyghtes that welcommed

hym with fayr femblaunt and made hym paffyng good chere /

vnto his fyght and ledde hym in to the caftel
/
and ther was

daunfynge and mynftralfye and alle maner of loye / Then-

15 ne the chyef lady of the caflel faid / knyghte with the two fucr-

dys ye muft haue adoo and lufte with a knyght hereby that

kepeth an Hand
/

for ther may no man paffe this way but he

muft lufte or he paffe /
that is an vnhappy cuftomme faid Ba-

lyn that a knyght may not paffe this wey / but yf he lufte / ye
20 fhalle not haue adoo but with one knyghte fayd the lady /

Wei fayd Balyn fyn I fhalle therto I am redy but traueil-

lynge men are ofte wery and their horfes to / but though my
hors be wery / my hert is not wery / I wold be fayne ther my
deth fhold be

/ Syr faid a knyght to Balyn /
me thynketh your

25 fheld is not good /
I wille lene yew a b}-ggar / therof I pray

yow / and fo he tooke the flield that was vnknowen and lefte

his owne and fo rode vnto the Hand
/
and put hym and his

hors in a grete boote / and whan he came on the other fyde / he

met with a damoyfel / and fhe faid
/ O knyght balyn why haue

30 ye lefte your owne flield / alias ye haue put your felf in grete

daunger / for by your fheld ye fliold haue ben knowen / it is gre-

te pyte of yow as euer was of knyght / for of thy proweffe &
hardynes thou haft no felawe lyuynge /

Me repenteth faid ba-

lyn that euer I cam within this Countrey / but I maye not

35 torne now ageyne for fhame and what auenture fhalle falle

to me be it lyf or dethe I wille take the aduenture that flialle

come to me & / thenne he loked on his armour / & vnderflood he

was wel armed / and therwith bleffid hym and mounted
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/^^iK Henne afore hym he fawe come rydynge cute of a caf-

/ 1 tel a knyght and his hors trapped all reed and hym
^^^ felf in the fame colour

/
whan this knyghte in the reed

beheld Balyn hym thought it fliold bee his broder Balen by s

caufe of his two fwcrdys /
but by caufe he knewe not his fheld

he demed it was not he
/
And fo they auentryd theyr fperes &

came merueilloufly faft to gyders / and they fmote other in

the flieldes / but thcire fperes and theire cours were foo bygge
that it bare doune hors & man that they lay bothe in a fwoun 10

But balyn was bryfed fore with the falle of his hors / for he

was wery of trauaille / And Balan was the fyrft that rofe

on foote and drewc his fwerd and wente toward Balyn /

and he aroos and wente ageynft hym /
But balan fmote ba-

lyn fyrfte / and he put vp his flielde and fmote hym thorow 15

the fhelde and tamyd his helme / thennc Balyn fmote hym
ageyne with that vnhappy fwerd and wel nyghe had fellyd

his broder Balan
/
and fo they fought thcr to gyders tyl the-

yr brethes faylled /
thcnne Balyn loked vp to the caftel and

fawe the Towres ftand ful of ladyes / Soo they went vnto 20

bataille ageyne and wounded eueryche other dolefully / and

thenne they brethed oftymes /
and fo wente vnto bataille that

alle the place there as they fought was blood reed / And att

that tyme ther was none of them bothe but they hadde eyther

fmyten other feuen grete woundes fo that the lell of them my^t 25

haue ben the dethe of the myghtyeft gyaunt in this world /

Thenne they wente to batail ageyn fo merueilloufly that dou-

bte it was to here of that bataille for the grete blood Ihedynge
And their hawberkes vnnailled that naked they were on e-

uery fyde / Atte laft balan the yonger broder withdrewe hym a 30

lytel & leid hym doune / Thenne faid balyn le Saueage what

knyghte arte thow
/

for or now I found neuer no kny^t that

matched me / my name is faid he balan broder vnto the good
knyght balyn /

Alias fayd balyn that euer I fhold fee this

day / and therwith he felle backward in a fwoune
/ Thenne ba- 35

Ian yede on al four feet and handes and put of the helme of

his broder and myght not knowe hym by the vyfage / it was
fo ful hewen and bledde / but whan he awoke he fa}'d O balan
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Ill)- brodci- ihow hall ilajiic nic and I the / whcrforc allc the

wyde world flialle fpcke of vs bothc / ^ Alias fayd Ralan

that eucr I fawc this day that thorow myfliap I mj'ght not

knowe yow / for I afpycd wel your two fwerdys / but by cau-

5 fc ye had another fliild I dcmcd yc had ben another kny3t

Alias faide Balyn all that inaade an vnhappy knyght in the

caftel
/

for he caufed nie to Icuc myn owne flielde to our bothes

deftruction / and )f I my-,t lyue I wold deftroyc that caf-

tel for ylle cuftomes
/
that were wel done faid Balan

/
For I

10 had neuer grace to departe fro hem fyn that I cam hyther /
for

here it happed me to flee a knyght that kepte this Hand / &

fyn myght I neuer departe / and nomore fiiold ye broder & ye

myght haue flayne me as ye haue and efcaped j'our felf with

the lyf / Ryght fo cam the lady of the Toure with iiij knygh-

15 tes and vj ladyes and vj yomen vnto them and there flie herd

how they made her mone eyther to other and fayd we came

bothe oute of one tombe that is to fay one moders bely /
And

fo flialle we lye bothe in one pytte / So Balan prayd the lady

of her gentylneffe for his true fcruyfe /
that Ihe wold burye

20 them bothc in that fame place there the bataillc was done /
and

ihe graunted hem with wepynge it fliold be done rychely in the

beft maner / Now wille ye fende for a prceft that we may recey-

ue our facrament and receyue the bleffid body of our lord Ihe-

fu cryft / ye faid the lady it flialle be done
/
and fo flie fente for a

25 precft and gaf hem her rj'ghtes / Now fayd balen whan we are

buryed in one tombe and the menfyon made ouer vs / how
ij

bretheren flewe eche other / there wille neuer good knyght nor

good man fee our tombe but they wille pray for our foules / &
fo alle the ladyes and gentylwymen wepte for pyte / Thenne

30 anone Balan dyed but Balyn dyed not tyl the mydnyghte
after / and fo were they buryed bothe

/
and the lady lete make

a menfyon of Balan how he was thcr flayne by his broders

handes / but flie kncwe not balyns name /

.^ C Capitnlum m
"^^"N the morne cam Merlyn and lete wryte balyns na-

55 \J me on the tombe with letters of gold / that here lyeth

balyn le Saueage that was the kny5t with the two fwerdes
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and he that fmote the dolorous ftroke / Alfo Merlyn lete ma- -

ke there a bedde /
that ther fliold neuer man lye therin

/
but he

wcnte cute of his wyttc / yet Launcelot de lake fordyd that

bed thorow his nobleffe / and anone after Balyn was dede /

merlyn toke his fwcrd /
and toke of the pomel and fet on an 5

other pomel / fo merlyn bad a knyght that ftode afore hym han-

deld that fvverd / and he affayed / and he myght not handle hit

Thenne Merlyn lough / why laugh ye faid the knyghte /
this is

the caufe faid Merlyn / ther fhalle neuer man handle this fuerd

but the befb knyght of the world
/
and that fiialle be fyr Laun- 10

celot or els Galahad his fone / and Launcelot with this fuerd

flialle flee the man that in the world he loued beft that flialle

be fyr Gawayne / Alle this he lete wryte in the pomel of the

fwerd / Thenne Merlyn lete make a brydge of yron & of flele

in to that Hand / and it was but half a foote brode
/ & there 15

ihalle neuer man paffe that brydge nor haue hardynes to goo
ouer

/ but yf he were a paffyng good man and a good kny-

ght withoute trechery or vylonye / Also the fcaubard of Ba-

lyns fwerd Merlyn lefte it on this fyde of the Hand that ga-
lahad fliold fyndc it / Alfo merlyn lete make by his fubtyly- 20

te that Balyns fwerd was put in a marbel ftone ftandyng

\p ryght as grete as a mylle ftone / and the flone houed al

weyes aboue the water and dyd many yeres / and fo by adue-

ture it fwam doun the flreme to the Cytc of Camelot that is in

englyffhe wyncheftre / & that fame day galahad the haute pryn- 25

ce came with kyng Arthur / and foo galahad broughte wyth

hym the fcaubard and encheued the fwerde / that was there in

the marbel ftone / houynge vpon the water
/ And on whytfon-

day he encheued the fwerd as it is rcherced in the book of Sac

grayll / Soone after this was done Merlyn came to kyng Ar- 30

thur and told hym of the dolorous ftroke that Balyn gaf to

kyng Pellam / and how Balyn and Balan foughte to gy-
ders the merueillous batail that euer was herd of / and how

they were burycd bothe in one Tombe / AJlas faid kyng Ar-

thur / this is the gretteft pyte that oucr I herd telle of two J5

kny5tes / for in the world I knowe not fuche two knyghtes /

^ Thus endeth the talc of Balyn and of Balan two bre-

theren born in northuberlad good kni3tes / ^ SCQlUtUr U] UbCl*
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C Capitulum primum

N the bcgyiinyngc of Artliur after he was cho-

icn kyng by aductiirc and by grace for the moll

party of the barons knewe not that he was V-

ther pendragons fone
/

liut as Mcrlyn made it

openly knowen / But yet many kynges & lordes

helde grcte werre ayenfl hym for that caufc
/

But wel Arthur

ouercame hem alle / for the mooRc party the daycs of his lyf he

was ruled moche by the counceil of Merlyn / Soo it fell on a

tyme kyng Arthur fayd vnto Merlyn / my barons wille lete

10 me hauc no reft but ncdes I mufle take a wyf / and I wylle

none take / but by thy counccill and by thyne aduys / it is wel

done faid Merlyn / that ye take a wyf /
for a man of your boun-

te and nobleffe fhold not be without a wyf / Now is ther ony
that ye loue more than another / ye faid kyng Arthur / I loue

15 gweneuer the kynges doughter Lodcgrean of the land of Ca-

melerd / the whiche holdeth in his hows the table round that ye

told he had of my fader Vther / And this damoyfel is the mo-

oll; valyaunt and fayreft lady that I knowe lyuynge or yet

that euer I coude fynde / Syre fayd Merlyn as of her beaute

20 and fayrenes flie is one of the fayreft on lyue / But and ye

loued her not fo wel as ye doo
/

I fliold fynde yow a damoy-
fel of beaute and of goodeneffc that fhold lyke yow & ple-

fe yow and your herte were not fette
/

But there as a mans

herte is fet
/
he wylle be lothe to retorne / that is trouth faid kyng

25 Arthur
/

but Merlyn warned the kynge couertly that gwene-

uer was not holfome for hym to take to wyf /
for he warned

hym that launcelot fliold loue her and flie hym ageyne / and fo

he torned his tale to the auentures of Sancgreal / Thenne mer-

lyn defyred of the kynge for to haue men with hym that ihold

30 enquere of gweneuer /
and fo the kyng graunted hym / & Mer-

lyn wente forth vnto kyng Lodegrean of Camyllerd / & told

hym of the defyre of the kyng that he wold haue vnto his wyf
Gweneuer his doughter / that is to me fayd kyng Lodegreans

the belt tydynges that euer I herd that fo worthy a kyng of

35 proweffe and nobleffe wille wedde my doughter / And os for

my landes I wylle gyue hym wyft I it mj'ght pleafe hym /
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but he hath londes ynowe / hym ncdeth none / but I flialle fcnde

hym a gyfte fhalle pleafc hym moche more
/

for I flialle gyue

hym the table round / the whiche Vtherpendragon gaue me / &
whan it is ful complete / ther is an C knyghtes & fyfty /

And
as for on C good knyghtes I haue my felf / but I fawte / 1 / 5

for fo many haue ben flayne in my dayes /
and fo Ladegreans

dclyucrd his doughter Gvveneuer vnto Merl}'n / and the table

round with the C knyghtes /
and fo they rode frcfilily with gra-

te royalte / what by water and what hy land
/ tyl that they

came nyghe vnto london lo

C Capitulum 5ccun^um

MHanne
kyng Arthur herd of the comyng of gwene-

uer and the C knj'ghtes with the tabic round / thenne

kynge Arthur maade grcte loyc for her comyng / and

that r>'che prefente /
and faid openly this fair lady is paffyng

welcome vnto me / for I haue loucd her longe / And therfore 15

ther is nothyng fo lyef to me / And thefe knyghtes with the

round table pleafen me more than ryght grete rycheffe / And in

alle haft the kynge lete ordeyne for ;.he maryage and the Co-

ronacyon in the moofl: honorable wyfe that coude be deuyfcd
Now Merlyn faid kyng Arthur / goo thow and afpye me in 20

al this land 1 knyghtes whiche ben of moft proweffe & wor-

fhip / within fliort tyme merlyn had founde fuche kny^tes that

fliold fulfylle xx & xiij knyghtes but no mo he coude fynde
Thenne the Biffliop of Caunterburj' was fette and he bleffid

the fyeges with grete Royalte and deuo}-C3-on / and there fctte 25

the viij and xx knyghtes in her fyeges / and whan this was

done
/ Merlyn faid fayr fyrs j-c muft al aryfe and come to k)--

ng Arthur for to doo hj-m homage /
he will haue the better wil

to mayntene yow / and fo they arofe and dyd their homage / &
when they were gone / merlyn fond in euery fyeges letters of 30

gold that told the knyghtes names that had fytten therin
/

But two fyeges were voyde / And fo anone cam yong gawayn
& aflced the kyng a yefte Afke faid the kyng /

& I fhal graunte
it yow / fyr I afke that ye will make me kny;,! / that fame day
ye fhall wedde faire Gvveneuer / I will do it with a good wil 35

faid kyng arthur & do vnto yow all the worfliip that I may /
for I mufl by refon ye ar myn neuew my fufters fone / ^ (J^ iij
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rOith

with allc thcr cam a poiirc man in to the Courtc

and broughte witli hym a fayre yonge man of xviij

ycrc of age rydynge vpon a lene marc /
and the poure

man aflvcd all men that he met
/
where fiiall I fynde kyng ar-

5 thur / yonder he is fayd the knyghtes / wylt thow ony thynge

with hym / ye fayd the poure man
/ thcrfor I cam hydcr /

anone

as he came before the kyng he falewed hym and fayd O kyng
Arthur the floure of all Jcnyghtes and k}'ngcs I byfcche Ihe-

fu faue the / Syr it was told me that at this tymc of your ma-

10 ryage ye wolde yeue any man the yefte that he wold afl<e
/

oute excepte that were vnrefonable / that is trouth faid the ky-

nge fuche cryes I lete make / and that will I holde fo it apay-

re not my realme nor myne eflate / ye fay wel and gracioufly

faid the poure man / Syrc I afke no thyng els but that ye wil

15 make my fone here a knyghte / it is a grete thynge thow afkeft

of me faid the kyng / what is thy name faid the kyng to the po-

ure man / fyr my name is Aryes the Cowherd / whether cometh

this of the or of thy fone faid the kyng / Nay fyre faid Aryes /

this defyre cometh of my fone and not of me /
For I flial telle

;o yow I hauc xiij fones / & alle they will falle to what laboure

I put them & wille be ryght glad to doo labour
/
but this child

wylle not laboure for me for ony thyng that my wyf or I may
doo

/ but alweyes he wille be fhotynge or caflynge dartes /

and glad for to fee batailles and to behold knyghtes / And

25 alwej'es day and nyghte he defyreth of me to be made a kny5t

what is thy name fayd the kynge vnto the yonge man
/ Syre

my name is Tor /
the kyng beheld hym faft /

and fawe he was

paffyngly wel vyfaged and paffyngly wel made of his yeres

Wel faid kyng Arthur vnto Aryes the Cowherd fetche al thy

30 fones afore me that I may fee them / and fo the poure man did

and al were fliapen moche lyke the poure man / But Tor was

not lyke none of hem al in fliap ne in contenaunce / for he was

moche more than ony of hem / Now faid kyng Arthur vnto the

Cowherd /
where is the fwerd he flialle be made knyght with

35 al /
it is here fayd Tor / take it oute of the fliethe fayd the k>--

nge / and requyre me to make yow a knyght

Thenne Tor alyght of his mare and pulled oute his fwerd

knelynge and requyrynge the kj-nge / that he wold maake
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hyin knyght / & that he myghte be a knyght of the table round

As for a kiiy^t I will make yow / & therwith fmote hym in

the neck with the fwerd faj-cg be ye a good kny^t / & fo I pray

to god fo ye may be
/
& yf ye be of prowcffe and of worthy-

neffe ye fhalle be a knyght of the table round /
Now Merlyn 5

fayd Arthur fay wether this Tor fliall be a good knyghte /

or no / ye fyre he ought to be a good knyght / for he is comen

of as good a man as ony is on lyue /
and of kynges blood

how fo fyr fayd the kynge /
I flialle telle yow fayd Merlyn /

This poure man Arj-es the cowherd is not his fader /
he is no 10

thyng fyb to hym /
for kynge Pellinore is his fader / I fuppofe

nay faid the Cowherd / fetche thy wyf afore me faid merlyn /

and flie flialle not fay nay / anon the wyf was fet which was

a fair houfw\-f / and there flie anfuerd Merlyn ful womanly /

and there flie told the kynge and Merlyn that whan flie was 15

a maide & went to mylke kyen / ther met with her a fterne kny-

ght / & half by force he had my maidenhede / & at that tyme he bi-

gat my fone Tor
/ & he toke awey from me my greyhound that

I had that tyme with me / & faide that he wold kepe the grey-

hound for my loue / A faid the Cowherd I wende not thys / 20

but I may bileue it wcl
/

for he had neuer no tatches of me /
fir

faid Tor vnto Merl)-n diflionoure not my moder / fyr faid mer-

l\-n it is more for your worfliip than hurte
/

for your fader is

a good man & a kyng /
& he may ryght wel auaunce you and

your moder
/ for ye were begoten or euer flie was wedded / that 25

is trouth faid the w)-f / hit is the laffe grj'cf vnto me fayd the

Cowherd ^ Capitulum ©uartum

So
on the morne kj-ng Pellinore cam to the Court of

kynge Arthur / whiche had grete ioye of hym and told

hym of Tor
/
how he was his fone / and how he hadde 30

made hym knyght at the requeft of the Cowherd /
Whan Pel-

h'nore beheld Tor / he pleafyd hym moclie / fo the kyng made ga-

wayne knyght / but Tor was the fyrft he made at the feeft /

What is the caufe faid kyng Arthur that there ben two places

voyde in the fyeges / Syre faid Merlyn /
ther flialle no man fyt 35

in tho places / but they fliall be of mooft worfliip / But in

the fege perillous there fliall no man fytte therin but one / and

yf ther be ony fo hardy to doo it he fliall be deftroyed / & he that
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flialle f\-ttc there Ihalle hauc no fclawe
/
And thcrwitli Mer-

lin tooke kyngc Pcllinorc by the hand / and in the one hand

next the two feges and the fege perj'llous he faid in open au-

dycncc this is your place and bcfl: ye arc worthy to fytte there

5 in of onj- that is here
/ there at fat fyr gawayne in grete enuy &

told Gaherj's his broder
/ yonder knyghte is put to grete wor-

ihip / the whiche grcuetli me fore
/

for he flcwe our fader kynge
Lot

/ therfor I wille flee liym faid Gaua}'ne with a fwerd
/

that was fcnte me that is paffyng trenchaunt / ye fliall not foo

10 faid Gaherys at this tyme / For at this tyme I am but a fquy-

er / and whan I am made knj-glit / I wol be aucnged on hym
and therfor broder it is beft ye fuffre tyl another tyme that we

ma}- haue hym oute of the Courte
/

for & we dyd fo
/
we fliold

trouble this hyhe feefl
/

I wyl wel faid gauayn as ye wylle /

C Capitulum quintum

XT:
15 / I Henne was the hyghe feefle made redy /

and the kynge
was wedded att Camelott vnto Dame Gweneuer in

the chirche of fa}'nt fteuyns with grete folempnyte /
And as e-

uery man was fet after his degree / Merlyn wente to alle the

knyghtes of the round table
/
and bad hem fytte ftyll that no-

20 ne of hem remeue / for ye flialle fee a ftraunge and a merueil-

lous aduenture / Ryght fo as they fat ther came rennyng in a

whyte hert in to the halle and a whyte brachet next hym and

XXX couple of black rennyng houndes cam after with a greete

crye / and the hert went aboute the table round as he went by
25 other boordes

/ the whyte brachet boot hym by the buttok & pul-

led oute a pees /
where thurgh the herte lepte a grete lepe / and

ouerthrewe a knyght that fat at the boord fyde /
and therwith

the kny3t aroos & toke vp the brachet
/
& fo went forth oute of

the halle & toke his hors & rode his wey with the brachet / right

30 fo anone cam in a lady on a whyte palfrey & cryed aloude for the

kyng Arthur / Syre fuffre me not to haue this defpyte for the

brachet was myn that the knyght lad aweye /
I maye not doo

therwith faid the kynge ^ With this there came

a knyght rydynge al armed on a grete hors /
and tooke the la-

35 dy awey with hym with force
/ and euer flie cryed and made

grete dole / whanne fhe was gone the kynge was glad for fhe
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made fuche a noyfe / Nay faid mcrl)-n / ye may not leue this ad-

vetures fo lyghtely /
For thefe aduentures mulT: be brought a-

gayne or els it wold be difworfliip to yow and to your feeft

I wyll faid the kynge that al be done by your aduys / Then-

nc faide merlyn lete calle fyr gauayne / for he muft brynge a- 5

geyne the whyte herte / Also fyr ye muft lete calle Syre Tor
/

for he muft brynge ageyne the brachet /
and the knyght or els

flee hym /
Alfo lete calle kynge Pellinore for he muft brynge a-

geyne the lady and the kn)ght or els flee h>'m /
and thefe thre

knyghtes flialle doo mcrueilious auctures or they come ageyn 10

Thenne were they called al thre as it reherceth afore /
and eue-

ryche of hem toke his charge / and armed them furely /
But fir

gauayne had the fyrft requeft /
and therfore \vc wille begynnc

at hym /

C dapitulum vj

SYre

gauayne roode more than a paas and gaheryfe his 15

broder that roode with h)-m in ftede of a fquyer to doo

hym feruyfe / Soo as they rode they favve two kny3tes

fyghte on horfbak paffyng fore
/

fo fyi' gauayn & his broder ro-

de betvvixe them /
and aflced them for what caufe they foughte

fo
/
the one knyght anfuerd and fayd /

we fyghte for a fymple 20

mater
/

for we two be two brethercn born & begoten of one man

& of one woman
/

alias faid fir gauayn why do ye fo
/ f)'r

faid

the eldar
/
ther cam a whyte hert this way this day & many hou-

des chaced hj-m / & a whyte brachet was alwe>- next h)-m /
and

we vnderftood it was auenture made for the hyhe feeft of k)-- 25

nge Arthur
/
and therfore I wold haue gone after to haue

wonne me worfliip /
and here my yongcr broder faid he wolde

go after the herte / for he was better knyght than I / And for

this caufe we felle at debate
/
& fo we thou5t to preue whiche of

vs bothe was better kny3t /
This is a fymple caufe faid fir ga- 30

uayn /
vncouth me ye fliold debate with al & no broder with bro-

der
/
therfor but yf ye wil do by my couceil I wil haue ado with

yow /
that is ye fhal yelde you vnto me /

& that ye go vnto kyng

Arthur and yelde yow vnto his grace /
fir knj'it faid the ij

bre-

theren we are forfoughten & moche blood haue we lofte thorow 35

our wilfulneffe
/
And therfore we wolde be loth to haue adoo

with yow /
thenne do as I will haue yow faid fir gauayne /
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\vc wille agree to fulfylle your wyllc / But by whom fliallc

we faye that we be thyder fente / ye maye fay / by the kny5t that

foloweth the queft of the herte that was whj-te / Now what is

your name fayd gauayne / Sorloufc of the foreft faid the eldar

5 & my name is fa}-de the yonger Bryan of the foreft and foo

they departed and wente to the kynges Court / and Syr ga-

uayne on his queft /
and as gauayne folowcd the herte by the

crye of the houndes euen afore hym ther was a grete Ryuer /

and the hert fwammc ouer
/ and as fyr gauayne wold folo-

10 we after
/

thcr ftode a knyght ouer the other fyde and fayd /

Syre knyghte come not ouer after this herte
/ but )f thou wilt

lufte with me / I wille not faille as for that faid fir gauayn
to folowe the queft that I am in / and foo maade his hors to

fwymme ouer the water / and anone they gat theire fperes /

15 and ranne to gyder ful hard / but fyre gauayne fmote hym
of his hors / and thenne he torned his hors & bad hym yelde

hym / Nay fayd the knyght not fo though thow haue the bet-

ter of me on horfloak
/

I pray the valyaunt knyght alyghte a

foote and matche we to gyders with fwerdes / what is youre
20 name faid fir gauayne / Alard)-n of the Ilys faid the other /

thenne eyther dreffid her flieldes and fmote to gyders / but fir

gauayne fmote hym fo hard thorow the helme that it went to

the braynes and the knyght felle doune dede / A faid Gaheryfe
that was a myghty ftroke of a yonge knyght /

C Capitulum Septimum

25 # \ Hcne Gauayne and Gaheryfe rode more than a paas

^^1^ after the whyte herte / and lete flyppe at the herte thre

couple of greyhoundes /
and fo they chace the herte in to a caf-

tel /
and in the chyef place of the caftel they flewe the hert / f)r

gauayne and gaheryfe folowed after / R>'ght foo there came a

30 knyght oute of a chamber with a fwerd drawe in his hand

and flewe two of the greyhoundes euen in the fyghte of fyre

gauayne / and the remenaunte he chaced hem with his fwerd

oute of the caftel / And whan he cam ageyne he fayd / O my
whyte herte / me repenteth that thow art dede / for my fouerayne

35 lady gaf the to me / and euyll haue I kepte the / and thy deth
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fhalle be dere bought and I lyue /
and anone he wente hi to

his chamber and armed hym /
and came cute fycrfly /

& there

nette he with fyr gauayne / why haue ye flayne my houndes

faid fyr gauayn /
for they dyd but their kynde /

and leuer I

had ye had wroken your angre vpon me than vpon a dom befl 5

thow faift trouth faid the knyght I haue auengyd me on thy

houndes and fo I wille on the or thow goo /
Thenne fyr Ga-

uayne alyght afoote and dreffid his fiielde and ftroke to gy-

ders myghtely /
and clafe their flieldes and ftoned their helmes

and brak their hawberkes that the blood ranne doune to their 10

feet /
Attc laft fyr gauayne fmote the knyght fo hard that he

felle to the erthe /
and thenne he cryed mercy /

and yelded hym
and befought hym as he was a knyghte and gentyhnan / to

faue his lyf /
thow flialt dye faid fir gauayne for fleyng of my

houndes /
I wille make amendys faid the knyght vnto my po- 15

wer / Syr gauayne wold no mercy haue but vnlacyd his hel-

me to haue ftryken of his hede / Ryght foo came his lady oute

of a chamber and felle ouer hym / and foo he fmote of her hede

by myfauenturc /
Alias faide Gahcryfe that is fowle and fha-

mefully done /
that fliame flial neuer from yow /

Alfo ye fliold 20

gyue mercy vnto them that afke mercy /
for a knj-5t without

mercy is withoute worfliip / Syr gauayne was fo Itonyed of

the deth of this fair lady /
that he wifte not what he dyd /

and

faid vnto the knyght aryfe I wille gyue the mercy / nay nay

faid the knyght /
I take no force of mercy now / for thou hafl -5

flayne my loue and my lady that I loued beft of alle erthe-

ly thynge /
Me fore repentith it faid fyr gauayn /

for I thoughte

to ftryke vnto the /
But now thow fhalt goo vnto kyng Ar-

thur and telle hym of thyne aduentures and how thow arte o-

uercome by the knyghte that wcnte in the quefte of the whyte 3°

herte
/

I take no force faid the kny3t whether I lyue or I dye

but fo for drede of deth he fwore to goo vnto kynge Arthur
/
&

he made hym to bere one greyhound before hym on his hors and

another behynde hym /
what is your name faid fir gauayn or

we departe / my name is faid the knyght Ablamor of the ma- 35

rife
/ foo he departed toward Camelot

C Capitulum ©ctauum
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fyr gauayne went in to the caflel and made hyin

red}' to lye there al nj-ght / and wold hauc vnarmed

]i\-ni / what wyllc ye doo faj-d gahcryfe / wylle ye vn-

arme yow in this Countre>' / ye may thynke ye haue many c-

S nemj-cs here / they had not fooncr Tayd tliat word but ther cfi

four kn)-ghtes wel armed and affayled fj-r gauaj-nc hard

and faid vnto hym thou newe made knyght thow haft fliamcd

thy knyghthode / for a Icnyght withoute mercy is diflionoured

Alfo thow haft flayne a fayr lady to th}- grete fliame to the

10 worldes ende
/ and doubte thow not thow flialt haue grete nc-

de of mere}- or thow departe from vs / And therwith one of

hem fmote f)-r gauayne a grete flroke that nj'gh he felle to the

erthe / and gaherj'fe fmote hym agej'nc fore / and foo they were

on the one fyde and on the other / that fyr gauayne and gahe-

15 ryfe were in ieopardy of their lyues / and one with a bowe an

archer fmote fyr gauayne thur3 the arme that it greued hym
wonderly fore / And as they fliold haue ben flayne / there cam

four fair ladyes /
and befought the knyghtcs of grace for f)Te

gauayne /
and goodely atte requefl of the ladyes they gaf f)'r

20 gauayne and gaherfye their l)'ues / & made hem to yelde them

as pryfoners / thenne gauayne and gaherj'fe made grete dole
/

Alias fayd fyre gauayne myn arme greueth me fore / I am

lyke to be maymed and fo made his complaynt pytoufly / er-

ly on the morow ther cam to fyr gauayne one of the four la-

25 dyes / that had herd alle his complaynte and faid fyr kn)'3te

what chere
/
not good faid he it is your owne defaulte fayd the

lady /
for ye haue doone a paftynge fowle dede in the fle)'nge

of the lady /
the whiche will be grete vylany vnto yow /

But

be ye not of kynge Arthurs kyn faide the lady / yes truly

3° fayd fyr gauayne / what is your name faide the lady / ye muft

telle it me or ye paffe / my name is gauayne the kyng Lott of

Orkene}- fone / and my moder is k}'nge Arthurs fyfter / A
thenne are ye neuewe vnto kyng Arthur fayd the lady / and

I flialle fo fpeke for yow that ye fliall haue conduyte to go to

35 kynge Arthur for his loue / and foo fhe departed / and told

the foure knyghtes how theire pryfoner was kynge Arthurs

neuewe / and his name is fyr gauayne kyng Lots fone of

Orkeney /
and they gaf hym the hertes hede by caufe it was in
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his queft / ^ Theiine anone they delyuerd fyr Gauayne vnder

this promyfe that he fliold here the dcde lady with hym in this

maner / The hede of her was hanged aboute his neck and the

hole body of hyr lay before hym on his hors mane / Ryght foo

rode he forth vnto Camelot /
And anone as he was come mer- 5

lyn defyred of kyng Arthur
]?' Syrc Gauayne fliold be fworne

to telle of alle his auentures / and how he flewe the lady / and

how he wold gyue no mercy vnto the knyght / where thurgh

the lady was flayne /
Thenne the kynge and the quene were

gretely difpleafyd with fyr gauayn for the flcynge of the la- 10

dy /
And ther by ordenaunce of the quene ther was fet a queft

of ladycs on fyr gauayn /
and they lugcd hym for euer why-

le he lyued to be with all ladyes & to fy^te for her quarels /
&

that euer he fliold be curtcys /
& neuer to refufc mercy to hym /

that afl-ceth mercy /
Thus was gauayne fworne vpon the four 15

cuuangelyftes that he fliold neuer be ageynft lady ne gcntil-

woman /
but yf he fought for a lady /

and his aduerfary fou5t

for another /
And thus cndeth the auenture of fyr gauayn that

he dyd at the maryage of kyng Arthur Amen

C Capitulum iy

/^i^ Han Syre Tor was redy he mounted vpon his hors- 20

/ 1 bak
/
and rode after the knyght with the brachet /

fo as

^^1^ he rode he mctte with a dwarf fodenly / that fmotc hys

hors on the hede with a ftaf
/
that he wente backward his fpere

lengthe / why dofi; thou fo faid fyre Tor / for thou flialt not paf-

fe this way / but yf thow lufte with yonder knyghtes of the pa- 25

uelions /
Thenne was Tor ware where two pauelions were / &

grete fperys flood oute /
and two llieldes henge on trees by the

pauelions / I may not tary faid fyr Tor / for I am in a queft

that I mult nedes folowe /
thou flialt not paffe faid the dwarf

and therwith alle he blewc his home /
thenne ther cam one ar- 30

med on horfl^ak / and dreffyd his ihelde / and cam fafb toward

Tor
/
and he dreffid hym ageynft hym / and fo ranne to gyders

that Tor bare hym from his hors /
and anone the knyght ycld

hym to his mercy / But fyr I hauc a felawe in yonder pauel-

ione that wille haue adoo with yow anone /
he fliall be welcome 35

faid fyr Tor
/
Thenne was he ware of another knyght comyng

with grete raundon /
and eche of them dreffid to other /

that
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mcrucillc it was to fee / but the knyght fmotc fyrc Tor a grc-

te ftroke in myddes of the fiielde tliat his fpere all to flicucred

And f)'r Tor fmotc hyni thurgh the (lield by lowc of tlic flicld

and it wcntc thorow the coofl of the kny^t /
but the ftroke fle-

5 we hym not / And therwith fyr Tor alyght & fmotc hym on

the hclme a grcte ftroke / and therwith the knyght yelded hym
and befought hym of mercy / I wille wel faid fyr Tor

/ But

thou and thy felawc muft goo vnto kyngc Arthur
/
and ycldc

yow pryfoners vn to hym / by whome ftiall we fay are wc thy-
10 der fente

/ ye fhall fay by the knyght that wente in the queft of

the knyght that wcntc with the brachct
/ Now what be your ij

names faid fyr Tor / my name is fayd the one Sire Felot of

Langduk / & my name is faid the other Sir Petypafe of wyn-

chylfe / Now go ye forth faide fyre Tor and god spede yow &
15 ine

/ Thcnne cam the dwarf and faide vnto fyr Tor
/

I praye

yow gyue me a yefte /
I wylle we! faid fyr Tor

/ aflce / I af-

ke no more faide the dwarf
/
but that ye wille fuffre me to doo

yow feruyfe /
for I will ferue no more recreaunt knyghtes /

Take an hors faid fyr Tor and ryde on with me
/

I wote ye
20 ryde after the knyght with the whyte brachet

/
and I flialle

brynge yow there he is faid the dwerf / And foo they rode tho-

row oute a foreft
/
and at the laft they were ware of two pauel-

ions euen by a pryory with two (heldes / And the one ftiylde

was enewed with whyte / and the other ftielde was reed

C Capitulnm y
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Her with fyr Tor alyghte and toke the dwarf his gla-

'yue / and foo he cam to the whyte pauelione / and fawe

thre damoyfels lye in it / and one paylet flepyng / & fo he wente

to the other pauelione / and found a lady lyeng flepyng ther

in / But ther was the whyte brachet that bayed at her faft / and

30 therwith the lady yede oute of the pauelione & all her damoy-
fels

/ But anone as fyr Tor afpyed the whyte brachet
/
he took

her by force and took her to the dwerf / what /
wille ye fo fayd

the lady take my brachet from me / ye fayd fyr Tor / this bra-

chet haue I fought from kynge Arthurs Courte hyder / well

35 faid the lady / knyght }-e ftialle not go fer with her / but that ye

flialle be mette and greucd /
I fliall abyde what auenture that
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cometh by the grace of god / and fo mounted vpon his hors /

and paffed on his way towarde Camclot /
but it was fo nere

nyght he my-,t not paffe but lytel ferthcr /
knowe ye ony lod-

gyng faid Tor I knowe none faid the dwarf
/

but here befy-

des is an hermytage / and there ye mufte take lodgynge as ye s

fynde / And within a whj-le they cam to the heremytage & took

lodgyng /
and was there gras otys and breed for their horfes

foone it was fped / and full hard was their fouper but there

they refted hem al nyght tyl on the morne /
and herd a maffe

deuoutely /
and tooke their leue of the hcremyte /

and fyre Tor lo

prayed the heremyte to pray for hym /
he fayd he wold and be-

tooke hym to god /
And foo mounted vpon horfljak and rode

towardes Camelot a long whyle /
with that they herd a kny^te

calle lowde that came after hem / and he fayd knyghte abyde / &

yelde my brachet that thow took from my lady / Syr Tor retor- 15

ned ageyne /
and behelde hym how he was a femely knyghte

and wel horfed and wcl armed at al poyntes / thenne Syre

Tor dreffyd his flielde and took his fpere in his handes and

the other cam fyerfly vpon hym /
and fmotc bothe hors & man

to the erthe /
anone they aroos lyghtely and drewe her fvverdes 20

as egrely as lyons and put their ilieldes afore them and fmo-

te thorow the llieldes that the cantels fclle of bothe partyes /

Alfo they tamj'd their helmes that the hote blood ranne cute /

and the thyck maylles of their hawberkes they carfe and rofe

in fonder that the hote blood ranne to the erthe
/
and both they 25

had many woundes and were paffyng wery /
But fyr Tor af-

pyed that the other knyght faynted /
and thenne he fewed faft

vpon hym and doubled his ftrokes and garte hym go to the

erthe on the one fyde / thenne Syre Tor bad hym yelde hym /

that wille I not faid Abilleus whyle my lyf lafteth and the jo

foule is within my body onles that thou wilt yeue me the bra-

chet
/ that wylle I not doo fayd fyre Tor / for it was my quell

to brynge ageyne thy brachet / the or bothe /

C Capitulum yj

M:Yth that cam a damoyfel rydynge on a palfrey as fall

as flic my3t dryue and cryed with a lowde voys vnto 35

Syre Tor
/ what wille ye with me fayd fyr Tor

/
I byfeche the
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faid the damo)Tel for kyiigc Arthurs louc / gyiic mc a ycfte / I

requyrc the gciityl knyght as thow arte a gentilman / Now
faid Tor Afl-:c a ycfte and I willc gyue it yow / gramercy
faid the damoyfel / Now I afl^e the hcde of the fals knyght A-

S bellcus / for he is the mooflc outragyous knyght that lyueth &
the gretteft murthcrcr /

I am loth feid fyr Tor of that gyfte I

haue g}-uen yow /
ietc hym make amcndys in that he hath tre-

fpaced vnto yow /
now faid the damoyfel he may not / for he fle-

we myn owne broder afore myn owne eyen that was a better

10 knyght than he
/
and he hadde had grace /

and I kneled half

an houre afore hjm in the myre for to faue my broders lyf that

had done hym no dammage but fought with hym by aucntu-

re of armcs / and fo for al that I coude do / he ftrokc of his hcde

wherfore I requyrc the as thow arte a true knyght to gyue
5 me my ycfte or els I ilial Ihamc the in al the Court of kyng

Arthur
/

for he is the falfcft knyght lyuynge and a grete def-

troycr of good knyghtes / Thennc whan Abelleus herd this
/
he

was more aferd / and yelded hym and aflvcd mercy /
I maye

not now faide f>'r Tor
/ but yf I fliold be founde fals of my

20 promeffc /
for whyle I wold hauc taken you to mercy / ye wold

none afke but yf ye had the brachet ageyn that was my queft

And thcrwith he tooke of his helme / and he aroos and fled /

and fyr Tor after hym and fmote of his hcde quyte j ^ Now

fyr faid the damoyfel /
it is nere nyght / I pray yow come & lod-

25 ge with me here at my place / it is here faft by /
I will wel faid

fyr Tor /
for his hors and he had ferd euyll fyn they departed

from Camelot /
and foo he rode with her and had paffyng go-

od chere with her
/
and flie hadde a paffyng fair old knyght to

her hufljand that made hym paffynge good chere and wel ea-

30 fyd bothe his hors and he / and on the morne he herd his maffe

and brake his fall and tooke his leue of the knyghte and of

the lady that befought hym to telle hym his name / Truly he fa-

id my name is fyr Tor that was late made knyght /
and this

was the fyrlt quefte of armes that euer I dyd to brynge a-

35 gsyn that this knyght Abelleus toke awey fro kyng arthurs

courte /
O fayr knyght faid the lady and her hufband

/ and ye

come here in cure marches
/ come and fee oure poure lodgynge /

and it fhalle be alweyes at your commaundement / Soo fyre
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Tor departed and came to Camelot on the thyrdde day by no-

one / and the kyng & the quene & alle the Courte was paffyng'

fayne of his comyng and made grete ioye that he was come a-

geyne / for he wente from the Court with lytel focour
/ but as

kyng Pelh'nore his fader gaf hym an old courfer /
and kyng 5

Arthur gaf hym armour and a fwerd
/
and els had he none

other focour /
but rode fo forthe hym felf alone / And thenne the

kyng and the quene by mcrlyns aduys made hym to fwere to

telle of his auentures / and foo he told and made pryeues of

his dedes as it is afore reherced / wherfor the kyng and the que- 10

ne made hym grete ioye / nay nay faide Merlyn thefe ben but Tapes

to that he flialle doo / for he flialle preue a noble knyght of pro-

weffe as good as ony is lyuyng and gentyl and curteis &
of good tatches and paffyng true of his promeffe / and neuer

ihalle outrage where thorow Merlyns wordes kynge Arthur 15

gaf hym an erldome of londes that felle vnto hym / and here en-

deth the quelt of Syr Tor kynge Pellenors fone

C Capitulum yij

/^•^ Henne kynge Pellinore armed hym and mounted vp-

/ I on his hors and rode more than a paas after the lady

^^j^ that the kny5t ladde awey / And as he rode in a foreft 20

he fawe in a valey a damoyfel fitte by a welle and a wounded

knyght in her armes
/
and Pellenore falewed her

/ And whan
file was ware of hym flie cryed ouer lowde / helpe me knyghte
for cryfles fake kynge Pellinore & he wold not tarye he was
fo eger in his queft / and euer ihe cryed an C tymes after help 25

Whanne fhe fawe he wold not abyde /
flie prayd vnto god to

fende hym as moche nede of help as fhe had / and that he my-,t
fele it or he dyed / Soo as the book telleth the knyght there dy-
ed that there was wounded

/ wherfor the lady for pure forowe

flewe her felf with his fwerd / As kynge Pellinore rode in 30

that valey he met with a poure man a labourer / Saweft thow
not faide Pellinore a knyghte rydynge and ledynge aweye
a lady / ye faid the man / I fawe that knyght and the lady
that made grete dole

/ And yonder bynethe in a valey ther flial

ye fee two pauelions and one of the kny^tes of the pauelions 35
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chalengyd that lady of that knyght and fayd (he was his

cofyn nere / wherfor he fliold lode her no fcrthcr / And foo they

waged bataill in that (juarcl / the one faidc he wold haue her

by force / and the other faid he wold haue the rule of her by
5 caufe he was her kynnefinan and wold Icde her to her kyn / for

this quarcl he Icfte them fyghtynge / And yf ye wille ryde a

paas ye lliallc fyndc them fyghtyng / and the lady was beleft

with the two fquyers in the pauelions / god thankc the fayd

kynge Pellenore / Thenne he rode a wallop tyll he had a fyght

10 of the two pauelions and the two knyghtes fyghtyng / anon

he rode vnto the pauelions / and fawc the lady that was his

quefl / and fayd fayre lady yc muft goo with mc vnto the co-

urt of kynge Arthur / Syr knyght faid the two fquyers that

were with her yonder are two knyghtes that fyghte for thys

15 lady / goo thyder and departe them
/
and be agreed with hem

/
&

thenne may ye haue her at your pleafyr / ye fay wel fayd kyng
Pellenore

/ And anone he rode betwixt them and departed hem

and afked hem the caufes why that they fought / Sir knyght

faid the one
/

I fhalle telle yow / this lady is my kynnefwo-
20 man nygh myn auntcs doughter / And whan I herd her com-

playne that flie was with hym maulgrc her hede / I waged ba-

taille to fyghte with hym / Syre knyght fayd the other whoos

name was Hontzlake of wentland / and this lady I gat by

my proweffe of armes this day at Arthurs courte / that is vn-

25 truly faid / faid kynge Pellenore
/ for ye cam in fodenly ther as

we were at the hyghe feeft and tooke awey this lady or ony

man myght make hym redy and therfore hit was my queft to

brynge her ageyne and yow bothc
/
or els the one of vs to aby-

de in the felde
/
therfor the lady fhalle goo with me /

or I wille

30 dye for it
/

for I haue promyfed hit kynge Arthur /
And ther-

for fyghte ye no more / for none of yow fhalle haue no parte

of her at this tyme /
And yf ye lyft to fy3te for her / fy3te with

me / and I wille dcfende her
/
wel faid the knyghtes make you

redy / and we flialle affaile yow with al our power / And as

35 kynge Pellenore wold haue put his hors fro them fyr Hontz-

lake roofe his hors thorow with a fwerd and faid / Now art

thow on foote as wel as we are / whan kynge Pellinore af-

pyed that his hors was flayne / ly3tely he lepte from his hors /
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and pulled oute his fvverd / and put his flield afore hym / .

and fayde knyghte kepe wcl thy heede /
for thow fhalt haue a

buffet for the flcyng of my hors / So kyng Pellenore gaf hym
fuche a ftroke vpon the helme that he clafe the hede doune to the

chynne that he fylle to the erthe dede 5

C Capitulum yiij

HNd
thenne he torned hym to the other kny3te that was

fore wounded / but whan he fawe the others buffet / he

wold not fyghte / but kneled doune and fayd take

my cofyn the lady with yow at youre requeft /
and I requyre

yow as ye be a true knyghte / put her to no fliame nor vylony /
lo

What fayd kynge Pellenore wylle ye not fyghte for her
/
no

fyr fayd the knyghte I wyllc not fyghte with fuche a kny3te
of proweffe as ye be / wel faid Pellenore

/ ye fay wel /
I pro-

myfe yow flie fliall haue no vylony by me as I am true kny-

ght /
but now me lacketh an hors faid Pellinore

/ but I wylle 15

haue hontzlakes hors / ye fhalle not nede fayd the knyght /
for

I flialle gyue yow fuche an hors as flialle pleafe yow / fo that

ye wille lodge with me
/

for it is nere nyghte /
I wille wel fa-

yd kynge Pellenore abyde with yow al nyghte / and there he

hadde with hym ryght good chere / and faryd of the beft with 20

paffynge good wyne and had mery reft that nyghte / And on

the morne he herd a maffe and dyned /
And thenne was bro-

ughte hym a fayre bay courfer / and kynge Pellenors fadel

fette upon hym / Now what flialle I calle yow faid the kny5t
in as moche as ye haue my cofyn at your defyre of your queft 25

Syr I fhalle telle yow my name is kyng Pellenore of the I-

lys and knyghte of the table round / Now I am glad faid

the knyght that fuche a noble man llialle haue the rule of my
cofyn / Now what is your name faid Pellenore / I pray yow
telle me

/ Syr my name is fyr Meliot of Logurs / and this la- 30

dy my cofyn hyght Nymue / and the knyghte that was in the

other pauelione is my fwornc brodcr a paffynge good kny;te
and his name is Bryan of the Ilys / and he is ful loth to do

wronge and ful lothe to fyghte with ony man / but yf he be fo-

re fou3t on
/ fo that for fliame he may not leue it / It is meiueil 35
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faid relllnorc that he willc not hauc adoo with me / fyr he wil

not hauc adoo with no man but yf it be at hi.s requeft / Bryn-

ge hym to the Courte faid Pcllenorc one of thcfe dayes / Syr
we wylle come to gyders /

and ye fliallc be welcome faid Pel-

5 linore to the Courte of kynge Arthur / and gretely allowed

for your comynge and fo he departed with the lady / & brou-,t

her to Camelot / Soo as they rode in a valey it was ful of sto-

nes / and there the ladyes hors ftumbled and threwe her doun

that her arme was fore bryfed and nerc fiie fwouncd for pa-
10 yne / Alias fyr fayd the lady myn arme is oute of lythe wher

thorow I muft nedes refte me / ye flial wel faid kyng Pelli-

nore / and fo he aly5t vnder a fayr tree where was fayr graffe

and he put his hors therto / and fo Icyd hym vnder the tree
/

and flepte tyl it was nyghe nyght / And whan he awoke / he

15 wold haue ryden / Sir faid the lady it is fo derke that ye may
as wel ryde backward as forward / foo they abode ftyll & made

there their lodgyng / Thenne fyr Pellenore put of his armour

thene a lytel afore mydny^t they herd the trottynge of an hors

be ye ftyll faid kyng Pellenore / for we flialle here of fomme a-

-o

O^g uenture c Capitulum yuij
B-^-B Nd ther with he armed hym /

fo ryght euen afore hym
/^B^^ther met two knyghtes / the one cam froward Came-

lot / and the other from the northe / and cyther falewed other
/

what tydynges at Camelot fayd the one / by my hede faide the

=5 other ther haue I ben & afpyed the courte of kynge Arthur

And ther is fuche a felaufliip they may ncuer be broken / and

wel nyghe al the world holdeth with Arthur
/ for there is the

flour of chyualrye / Now for this caufe I am rydyng in to the

north to telle our chyuetayns of the felaufliip that is withhol-

30 den with kyng Arthur
/
as for that faid the other knyght I ha-

ue brought a remedy with me that is the gretteft poyfon that

euer ye herd fpeke of & to Camelot wyll I with it / for we ha-

ue a frend ryght nyghe kyng Arthur and wel cheryffhed that

flial poyfonc kynge Arthur / for fo he hath promyfed oure chy-

35 uetayns & receyued 'grete yeftes for to do it / Beware faid the

other knyght of Merlyn / for he knoweth all thynges by the

deuyls crafte / therfore wille I not lete it faid the knyghte / &
fo they departed in fonder / Anone after Pellenore maade hym
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redy and his lady rode toward Camelot / And as they

cam by the wel there as the wounded knyght was and the la-

dy /
there he fond the knyghte and the lady eten with lyons

or wylde beeftes al fauf the hede / wherfor he made grete forowe

and wepte paffynge fore and faid Alias her lyf myghte I 5

haue faued / but I was fo fyers in my queft therfore I wold

not abyde / wherfore make ye fuche doole faid the lady / I wote

not faid Pellinore / but my herte morneth fore of the deth of her

for flie was a paffyng fayr lady and a yonge /
Now wylle ye

doo by myne aduys faid the lady / take this knyghte and lete 10

hym be buryed in an heremytage /
and thenne take the ladyes

hede and bere it with yow vnto Arthur /
Soo kyng Pellinore

took this dede knyght on his fliolders / and broughte hym to

the heremytage and charged the heremyte with the corps / that

feruyfe fliold be done for the foule / and take his barneys for is

your payne /
it fhalle be done faid the heremyte as I wille an-

mfuer

vnto god ^ CapitUlUm JTV

Nd ther with they departed and cam there as the he-

de of the lady lay with a fair yelow here that greued

kyng Pellinore paffyngly fore whan le loked on hit / for mo- 20

che he cafb his herte on the vyfage / And foo by none they came

to Camelot / and the kynge and the quene were paffyng fayn

of his comynge to the Courte / And there he was made to fwe-

re vpon the four euuangelyftes to telle the trouth of his queft

from the one to the other / A fyr Pellinore fayd quene Gwe- 25

neuer ye were gretely to blame that ye faued not this ladyes

lyf /
Madame faid Pellinore ye were gretely to blame and ye

wold not faue your owne lyf & ye my5t / but fauf- your plea-

fir I was fo furyous in my queft that I wold not abyde / & that

repenteth me & flial the dayes of my lyf / Truly faide Merlyn 30

ye ou3t fore to repente it / for that lady was your own dou3ter

begoten on the lady of the rule / & that knyght that was dede

was her loue / and fhold haue wedded her / and he was a ry-

ght good knyght of a yonge man and wold haue preued a

good man / & to this court was he comyng & his name was fir 35

Myles of the laudys / & a kny3t cam behynde hym / & flewe him
with a fpere & his name is Lorayne le faueage a fals kny3t
& a coward

/ & flie for grete forow & dole flewe her felf with
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his fwcrd / and her name was Eleyne /
And by caufc yc wold

not abydc and hclpe her
/ yc flialle fee youre heft frcnde faylle

yow whan ye be in the gretteft diftreffe that euer yc were
/
or

flialle be
/ And that pcnaucc god hath ordcyned yow for that

5 dcdc
/ that he that yc flialle moft truftc to of ony man alyue /

he

Ihalle leuc yow thcr ye flialle be flayne /
Me forthynkclh faid

kynge Pellinorc that this flialle me bctyde but god may for-

doo wel defleny / Thus whan the quefb was done of the why-
te hcrte / the whiche folowed fyr gawayne and the queft of the

lo braclict folowed of fyr Tor Pellenors fone
/
& the queft of the

lady that the knyghte tooke aweye / the whiche kyng Pellinre

at that tyme folowed / Thcnne the kyng ftablyfflied all his kny-

ghtes and gaf them that were of londes not ryclie /
he gaf them

londcs / and charged hem neuer to doo outragyoufyte nor mor-

15 dre
/
and alweyes to flee treafon / Alfo by no meane to be cru-

el
/
but to gyuc mercy vnto liym that afketh mercy vpon payn

of forfeture of their worfliip and lordfliip of kyng Arthur for

euermore / and alweyes to doo ladyes / damoyfels / and gen-

tylwymmen focour vpon payne of dethe
/

Alfo that no man ta-

20 ke noo batails in a wrongful quarel for noo lawe ne for noo

worldes goodes / Vnto this were all the knyghtcs fvvorne of

the table round both old and yong / And eucry yere were they

fworne at the hyghe feeft of Pentecoft

C BSypUcit tbc webb^noc of Tiv^ioc Hrtbur

C Scquitur quartus liber C Capitulu priinu
Oo after thefe queftys of Syr Gawyne / Syre

Tor
/
and kyngc Pellinore /

It felle fo that Mer-

lyn fclle in a dottage on the damoifel that kyng
Pellinore broughtc to the Courte / and fhe was o-

ne of the damoyfels of the lake that hy^te Ny-

neue /
But Merlyn wold lete haue her no reft but alweyes he

30 wold be with her /
And euer flie maade Merlyn good chere tyl

flie had lerned of hym al maner thynge that flie defyred and

he was affoted vpon her that he myghte not be from her / Soo

on a tyme he told kynge Arthur that he fholde not dure longe

but for al his craftes he fliold be put in the erthe quyck and
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fo he told the kyngc many thynges that fliold befalle / but alle

wayes he warned the kynge to kepe wel his fwcrd and the

fcaubard /
for he told hym how the fwerd and the fcaubard

fliold be ftolen by a woman from hym that he moft trufted /

Alfo he told kynge Arthur that he fhold myffe hym / yet had 5

ye leuer than al your landes to haue me ageyne /
A fayd the

kynge / fyn ye knowe of your aduenture puruey for hit / and

put awey by your craftes that myfauenture / Nay faid Merlyn

it wylle not be / foo he departed from the kynge /
And within a

whyle the damoyfel of the lake departed /
and Merlyn wente 10

with her euermore where fome euer fhe wente /
And oftymes

merlyn wold haue had her pryuely awey by his fubtyle craf-

tes / thenne flie made hym to fwere that he fhold neuer do none

enchauntement vpon her yf he wold haue his wylle / And fo

he fvvare
/

fo flie and Merlyn wente ouer the fee vnto the land 15

of Benwyck there as kynge Ban was kynge that had gre-

te warre ageynft kynge Claudas / and there Merlyn fpake

with kynge Bans wyf a fair lady and a good / and her na-

me was Elayne /
and there he fawe yonge Launcelot / there the

quene made grete forowc for the mortal werre
}?' kyng claudas 20

made on her lord and on her landes / Take none heuyneffe faid

Merlyn /
for this fame child within this xx yere fliall reuengc

yow on kynge Claudas that all Cryftendom flialle fpeke of it

And this fame child flialle be the mooft man of worfliip of

the world
/
and his fyrft name is galahad / that knowe I 25

wel faid Merlyn / And fyn ye haue confcrmed hym Launce-

lot
/ that is trouthe faid the quene / his fyrft name was Gala-

had
/ O Merlyn faid the quene flialle I Ij'ue to fee my fone

fuche a man of proweffe / ye lady on my parel ye fhal fee hit
/

and lyue many wynters after / And foo fone after the lady 30

and Merlyn departed /
and by the waye Merlyn fhewed her

many wondres
/
and cam in to Cornewaille / And alweyes

Merlyn lay aboute the lady to haue her maydenhodc /
and flie

was euer paffynge wery of hym /
and fayne wold haue ben

delyuerd of hym /
for fhe was aferd of hym by caufe he was a -5

deuyls fone
/ and fhe coude not befkyfte hym by no meane

/

^ And foo on a tyme it happed that Merlyn fhewed to her

in a roche where as was a greete wonder
/
and wroughte by
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cncliauntemcnt that wcntc vndcr a grctc ftonc
/ So by her fub-

tyle \vyrch}-ngc flic maadc Merlyn to goo vnder that ftonc to

lete her wete of the mcrucillcs there / but flie wroughtc fo ther

for hym that he came neuer cute for alle the craftc he coiulc doo
/

5 And fo flie departed and lefte Merlyn /

C Capitulum Secundum

HNd as kynge Arthur rode to Camelot / and helde ther

a grete feeft with myrthe and loye / fo foone after he re-

torncd vnto Cardoylie /
and ther cam vnto Arthur newe ty-

dynges that the kynge of Denmarke and the kynge of Ire-

10 land that was his broder and the kynge of the vale and the

kynge of Soleyfe / and the kynge of the yle of Longtaynfe al

thefe fyue kynges with a grete hooft were entrid in to the lad

of k}'nge Arthur and brente and flewe clene afore hem
/
both

Cytees and cartels that it was pyte to here
/ ^ Alias fayd

IS Arthur yet had I neuer refte one moncthc fyn I was crow-

ned kyng of this land / Now flialle I neuer refte tyl I me-

te with tho kynges in a fayre feld / that I make myn auowe

for my true lyege peple flialle not be deftroycd in my defaul-

te / goo with me who wille and abyde who that wylle / thenne

2o the kynge lete wryte vnto kynge Pellenore and prayd hym in

alle hafte to make hym redy with fuche peple as he myght ly3-

tlyeft rere and hye hym after in al haft
/

All the Barons we-

re pryuely wrothe
/
that the kynge wold departe fo fodenly but

the kynge by no meane wold abyde /
but made wrytynge vn-

25 to them that were not there
/
and bad them hye after hym fu-

che as were not at that tyme in the Courte / Thenne the kynge
came to quene gweneuer and fayd lady make yow redy /

for

ye fliall goo with me / for I may not longe myffe yow / ye fhal

caufe me to be the more hardy /
what auenture fo befalle me

/
I

30 wille not wete my lady to be in no ieopardy / Sire faid (lie I

am at your commaundement / and flialle be redy what tyme fo

ye be redy / So on the morne the kynge and the quene departed

with fuche felaufliip as they hadde / and came in to the Northe

in to a foreft befyde humber and there lodged hem

3S ^ Whanne the word & tydynge came vnto the fyue kynges
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aboue fayd that Arthur was befydc humber in a forefte there

was a knyght broder vnto one of the fyue kynges that gafe

hem this counceille / ye knowe wel that fyre Arthur hath the

floure of Chyualrye of the world with hym as it is preued

by the grete bataille he dyd with the xj kynges /
And therfor 5

hye vnto hym nyghtc and daye tyl that we be nyghe hym /
for

the lenger he taryeth the bygger he is
/ and we cuer the waikcr

And he is fo couragyous of hym felf that he is come to the fel-

de with lytel peple /
And therfore lete vs fet vpon hym or day

and we flialle flee doune of his knyghtes ther flial none efca- 10

pe C (Tapitulum XTercium
A lA N to this counceille thcfe fyuc kynges affented /

and

1 1 fo they paffed forth with her hooft thorow Northwalis

\^ and came vpon Arthur by nyghte and fett vpon his

hooft as the kynge and his knyghtes were in their pauelions 15

kynge Arthur was vnarmed /
and had leid hym to reft with

hys quene Gweneuer / Sir faid fyr kaynus it is not good we

be vnarm.ed /
we flialle haue no nede faid fyre Gawayne and

Syr Gryflet that laye in a lytel paueNone by the kynge /

With that they herd a grete noyfe and many cryed trefon tre- 20

fon
/

Alias faid kynge Arthur we ben bitrayed / Vnto armes

felawes thenne he cryed /
fo they were armed anone at al po-

yntes /
Thenne cam ther a wounded knyghte vnto the kynge &

faide fyr faue your felf and my lady the quene for our hoofte

is deftroyed and moche peple of ours flayne / Soo anone the 25

kynge and the quene and the thre knyghtes took her horfcs &
rode toward humber to paffe oucr it /

and the water was fo ro-

ugh that they were aferd to paffe ouer / Now may ye chefe fayd

kynge Arthur whether ye wille abyde and take the aduentur

on this fyde / for and ye be taken / they wille flee yow /
It were 30

me leuer fayd the quene to dye in the water than to falle in

your enemyes handes & there be flayne /
And as they ftode foo

talkyng / fyr kaynus fawe the fyue kynges comynge on horf-

bak by hem felf alone with her fperes in her handes euen toward

hem
/
loo faid fyr kaynus yonder be the fyue kynges /

lete vs go 35

to them and matche hem
/
that were foly fayd fire gawayne /

for we are but thre and they ben fyue that is trouthe faid fyre

Grj'flet / No force faid fyr kay I wille vndertake for two of
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them / and theniic may yc thre vndcrtakc for the other thro
/ and

ther with al fyr kay lete his hors renne as fafl as he myghte
and (Irakc one of them thorow the flielde / and the body a fa-

dom that the kynge felle to the crthe ftark dede / That fawe fyr

5 Gawayne and ranne vnto another kyng fo hard that he fmo-

te hym thurgh the body / And ther with all kyng Arthur ran

to another /
and fmote hym thurgh the body with a fpere that

he fylle to the erthe dcde / Thennc fyr Gryflet ranne vnto the
iiij

kyng and gaf hym fuche a falle that his neck brake / Anone

lo fyr kay ranne vnto the fyfthe kynge and fmote hym fo hard

on the helme that the ftroke clafe the hclme and the hedc to the

erthe
/ that was wel ftrykcn fayd kynge Arthur

/
and wor-

fhipfully haft thow hold thy promeffe / therfor I fhal honou-

re the
/ whyle that I lyuc / and ther with all they fet the que-

15 ne in a barge in to humber / but alweyes quene gweneuer pra-

yfed fyr kay for his dedes / and fayd what lady that ye loue /

and flie loue yow not ageyne fhe were gretely to blame / and

amonge ladyes faid the Quene I fhalle bere youre noble fa-

me
/

for ye fpak a grete word and fulfylled it worfhipfully

20 and therwith the quene departed / Thenne the kyng and the

thre knyghtes rode in to the foreft / for there they fuppofed to he-

re of them that were efcaped /
and there he fond the moft par-

ty of his peple / and told hem all how the fyue kynges were

dede /
and therfore lete vs hold vs to gyders tyll it be day / and

25 whan their hooft have afpyed that their chyuetayns be flayn

they wille make fuche dole that they flialle not mowe helpe hem
felf / and ryght fo as the kynge faid / fo it was / for whan they

fonde the fyue kynges dede
/ they made fuche dole that they fell

fro their horfes / Ther with all cam kyng Arthur but with a fe-

30 we peple and flewe on the lyfte hand and on the ryght hand

that wel nyhe ther efcaped no man / but alle were flayne to the

nombre of xxx M / And whan the bataille was all ended the

kynge kneled doune and thanked god mekcly / and thenne

he fente for the quene and foone flie was come / and flie maade

35 grete loye of the ouercomynge of that bataille

C Capitulum iiij
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^^Kt^ Here with alle came one to kynge Arthur / and told

/ 1 hym that kyng Pellinore was within thre myle with

^^(^ a grete hooft / and he faid / go vnto hym and late hym
vnderftande how we haue fpedde / Soo within a whyle kynge

Pellinore cam with a grete hooft /
and falewed the peple and 5

the kyng / and ther was grete ioye made on euery fyde /
Thcn-

ne the kyng lete ferche how moche people of his party ther was

flayne /
And ther were founde but lytel paft two honderd men

flayne and viij kny^tes of the table round in their pauelions

Thenne the kynge lete rere and deuyfe in the fame place there 10

as the batail was done a faire abbeye and endowed it wyth

grete lyuelode and lete it calle the Abbey of la beale aduentu-

re / but whanne fomme of them cam in to their Countreyes ther

of the fyue kynges were kynges and told hem how they were

flayne /
ther was made grete dole

/
And alle kynge Arthurs 15

enemyes as the kynge of Northwales and the kynges of the

North wyfte of the bataille they were paffynge heuy /
and foo

the kynge retorned vnto Camelot in haft
/
And whan he was

come to Camelot /
he called kynge Pellinore vnto hym & fayd

ye vnderftand wcl that we haue lofte viij knyghtes of the beft 20

of the table round /
and by your aduys we wille chefe viij a-

geyne of the beft we may fynde in this Courte
/ Syr faid Pel-

linore
/

I flial counceille yow after my conceyte the beft / there

are in your Courte ful noble knyghtes bothe of old & yongc
And therfor by myn aduys ye flial chefe half of the old and 25

half of the yonge / whiche be the old faid kyng Arthur / Syrc

faid kynge Pellinore me femeth that kynge Vryence that hath

wedded your fyftcr Morgan le fay and the kynge of the lake

and fyr Heruyfe de reucl a noble knyght / and fyr galagars

the iiij /
this is wel deuyfed faid kyng Arthur and right foo 30

flial it be
/
Now whiche are the four yong kny5tes faid Arthur

Syre faide Pellinore the fyrft is fyr Gawayne your neuewe

that is as good a knyght of his tyme / as ony is in this lad

And the fecond as me femeth beft is fyre Gryflet le fyfe the

dene that is a good knyght and ful defyrous in armes
/ and 35

who may fee hym lyue he fhal preue a good knyghte / And
the thyrd as me femeth is wel to be one of the knyghtes of the

round table fyr kay the fenefcha for many tymes he hath done
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fill woifliipfuU}' /
And now at j-our Lift bataille he dyd full

honourably for to vndertakc to flee two kyngcs / By my hcde

faid Arthur he is beft worthy to be a knyght of the rounde ta-

ble of any that ye haue reherced / and he had done no more pro-

5 weffe in his lyf daycs

C Capitulum ©uintum

mOw
faid kynge Pellenore I flialle putte to yow two

knj-ghtes / and ye flialle chefe whiche is mooft worthy /

that is Syr Bagdemagus and fyr Tor my fone
/

15ut b}' caufe Syre Tor is my fone I may not prayfe hym /

10 but els and he were not my fone / I durft faye that of his a-

ge ther is not in this land a better knyghte than he is nor of

better condycions and lothe to doo ony wronge / and loth to ta-

ke ony wronge / By my hede faid Arthur he is a paffyng go-

od knyght / as ony ye fpak of this day that wote I wel fa-

15 id the kyng / for I haue fene hym preued but he feyth lytyll

and he doth moche more / for I knowe none in al this courte &
he were as wel borne on his moder fyde as he is on your f)'de

that is lyke hym of proweffe and of myghte / And therfor I

wille haue hym at this tyme and leue fyr Bagdemagus tj'U

20 another tyme / Soo whan they were fo chofen by the affente of

alio the barons / Soo were there founden in her fyeges euery

knyghtes names that here are reherced / and fo were they fet in

their fyeges /
wherof fyr Bagdemagus was wonderly wrothe

that fyr Tor was auaunced afore hym /
and therfore fodenly

25 he departed from the Courte and toke his fquyer with hym / &
rode longe in a forcft tyll they came to a croffe and there aly5t

and fayd his prayers deuoutely / The meane whyle his fquyer

founde wryten vpon the croffe that Bagdemagus fliold ne-

uer retorne vnto the Courte ageyne / tyll he had wonne a kny}-

30 tes body of the round table body for body / lo fyr faid his fquy-

er
I
here I fynde wrytyng of yow / therfor I rede yow retorne

ageyne to the Courte / that flialle I neuer faid Bagdemagus

by men fpeke of me grete worfiiip / and that I be worthy to

be a knyghte of the round table / and foo he rode forthe / And
35 ther by the way he founde a brauche of an holy herbe that was

the fygne of the Sancgraill / and no knyght founde fuche to-

kens but he were a good lyuer / So as fir Bagdemagus rode
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to fee many aduentures / it happed hym to come to the roche / ther

as the lady of the lake had put Merlyn vnder the ftone / and

there he herde hym make grete dole / wherof fyre Bagdcmagus
wold haue holpen hym and wente vnto the grcte ftone / and

he was fo heuy that an C men myght not lyfte hyt vp / whan 5

Merlyn wyfte he was there he bad Icue his labour /
for al was

in vayne / for he myght neucr be holpen but by her that put hym
ther / and fo Bagdemagus departed and dyd many auentu-

res and preued after a full good knyght / and came ageyne

to the Courte and was made knyght of the round table / So 10

on the morne ther felle newe tydyngcs and other auentures

C Capitulum Seytum

fl 1 Hcnnc it befelle that Arthur and many of his knygh-

^^1^ tes rode on huntynge in to a grcte forefl / and it hap-

ped kyng Arthur / kyngc Vryens and fyr Accolon of gaulle

folowed a grete herte for they thre were wel horfcd / and foo 15

they chaced fo faft that within a whyle they thre were thenne

X myle from her felaufiiip / And at the laft they chaced fo fore

that they flewe theyr horfes vndernethe them / thenne were they

al thre on foote /
and euer they fawe the hcrtc afore them paf-

fynge wery and cnbufflicd / What wille we cloo faid kyng ar- 20

thur we are hard beftad / lete vs goo on foote faid kyng Vry-
ens tyl we may mete with fome lodgynge / Thenne were they

ware of the herte that lay on a grete water banke
/
and a bra-

chet bytynge on his throtc and mo other houndes cam after /

Thenne kynge Arthur blewe the pryfe and dyghte the herte / 25

Thenne the kynge loked aboute the world / and fawe afore

hym in a grete water a lytel fliip al apparailled with fylke

doune to the water /
and the fliyp cam ryghtc vnto hem and la-

ded on the fandcs
/
Thenne Arthur wente to the banke & loked

in / and fawe none erthely creature therin / Sirs faid the kyng 30

come thens / and lete vs fee what is in this fliip / Soo they

wente in al thre and founde hit rychely behanged with clothe

of fylke / By thenne it was derke nyghte / and there fodenly

were aboute them an C torches fette vpon alle the fydes of the

fhyp hordes and it gaf grete lyghte / And ther with all there 35
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cam out twclue fayr damoyfcls and falcwcd kyngc Arthur

on her knees and called hym by his name
/
and fayd he was

ryght welcome
/
and fuche chcre as they had he fliold hauc of

the bcft / the kynge thanked hem fayre /
There with all they lad

5 the kyng and his two fclawcs in to a faire chambre / and ther

was a clothe leyd rychcly byfcnc of al that longed vnto a ta-

bel / and there were they ferued of al wynes and metes that

they coude thynke /
of that the kynge had gretc merueille / for

he ferd neuer better in his lyf as for one foupcr /
And fo when

10 they had foupcd at her leyfer / kyng Arthur was ledde vnto a

chamber / a rycher befene chamber fawe he neuer none / and foo

was kynge Vryens ferued / and ledde in to fuche another cha-

byr /
and fyr Accolon was ledde in to the thyrd chamber paf-

fynge rychcly and wel byfene / and fo were they layde in the-

15 ire beddes eafyly / And anone they felle on flepe / and fleptc

merueilloufly fore all the nyght /
And on the morowe kynge

Vryens was in Camelott abed in his wyues armes Morgan
le fay /

And whan he awoke / he had grete merueylle / how he

cam there / for on the cuen afore he was two dayes lourney fro

20 Camelot /
And whan kyng Arthur awoke he found hym felf

in a derke pryfon herynge aboutc hym many complayntes of

woful knyghtes

C Capitulum Scptimum

MHat are ye that foo complayne faid kynge Arthur /

we ben here xx knj-ghtes pryfoners fayd they / & fome

25 of vs haue layne here feuen yere and fomme more and fomme

laffe
/

for what caufe fayd Arthur / we fhalle telle yow faid the

knyghtes / this lord of this caftel his name is fyr Damas / &
he is the falfeft knyght that lyueth / and ful of treafon / and a

very coward as ony lyueth / and he hath a yonger broder a

30 good knyghte of proweffe /
his name is fyr Ontzlake / and

this traytour Damas the elder broder wylle gyue hym noo

parte of his lyuelode /
But as fyre Ontzlake kepeth thorow

proweffe of his handes / and fo he kepeth from hym a ful fair

maner and a ryche and therin fyre Ontzlake dwelleth wor-

35 fhipfully /
and is wel biloucd of al peple / & this fyre Damas

our maifter is as cuyll beloued for he is without mercy / and
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he is acoward / and grete werre hath ben betwyxe them bothe /

but Ontzlake hath euer the better /
and euer he profereth fyre

Damas to fyghtc for the lyuelode body for body / but he wylle

not doo / other els to fynde a knyghte to fyghte for hym / Vnto

that fyr Damas hath graunted to fynde a knyghte / but he is s

fo euyll byloued and hated / that there nys neuer a knyghte

wylle fyghte for hym /
And whan Damas fawe this that ther

was neuer a knyght /
wold fyghte for hym /

he hath daily layn

a wayte with many knyghtes with hym / and taken alle the

knyghtes in this countrey to fee and afpye her auentures
/
he lo

hath taken hem by force and broughte hem to his pryfon / and

fo he tooke vs feucratly as we rode on oure auentures / & many

good kny3tcs haue dyed in this pryfon for hongre to the nom-

bre of xviij knyghtes /
And yf ony of vs alle that here is or

hath ben wold haue foughten with his broder Ontzlake /he 15

wold haue delyuerd vs /
but for by caufe this Damas is fo

fals and fo ful of trcafon we wold neuer fyghte for hym to

dye for it
/
And we be foo Icne for hongre that vnnethe we

may ftande on oure feetc / god delyucr yovv for his mercy fa-

yd Arthur / Anonc there with alle ther cam a damoyfel vnto 20

Arthur
/
and afl^ed hym what chere /

I can not fay fayd he / fir

fayd flie and ye wylle fyghte for my lord ye fiiall be delyuerd

oute of pryfon /
and els ye efcape neuer the lyf / Now fayd

Arthur that is hard / yet had I leuer to fyghte with a kny-

ght than to dye in pryfon /
With this faid Arthur I may be dc- 25

lyuerd and alle thefe pryfoners I wylle doo the batail
/ yes

faid the damoyfel /
I am redy fayd Arthur and I had hors

and armour
/ yc fiialle lacke none faid the damoyfel / Me femeth

damoyfel I fliold haue fene yow in the Courte of Arthur /

Nay faid the damoyfel I cam neuer there
/

I am the lordes do- 30

ughter of this cartel / yet was fhe fals for fhe was one of the

damoyfels of Morgan le fay / Anone fhe wente vnto fyr Da-

mas and told hym how he wold doo bataille for hym /
and fo

he fente for Arthur /
And whan he cam he was wel coloured

and wel made of his lymmes /
that al kny5tes that fawe hym 35

faid it were pyte that fuche a knyghte fliold dye in pryfon / foo

fyr Damas and he were agreed that he (hold fyghte for hym

vpon this couenaut that all other knyghtes fliold be delyuerd
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And vnto that was fyr Damas fwonic vnto Arthur / and

alfo to doo the bataillc to the vttermcft / And with that all the

XX knyghtcs were brought outc of the dcrkc pryfon in to the

halle and dclyucrd / and fo they all abode to fee the bataillc

C Capitulum ©ctauum

5 Ir^f Ow tome wc vnto Accolon of Gaulle that whannc he

H ^^ awoke / he found hym felf by a dcpc welle fyde within

half a foote in grete perylle of dethe / And there cam oute of

that fontayne a pypc of fylucr / and outc of that pype rannc

water all on hyhe in a ftone of marbcl / whan fyre Accolon fa-

10 we this / he bleffyd hym and fayd Ihefu faue my lorde kyng
Arthur and kynge Vryens / for thefe damoyfels in this fiiip

haue bitrayed vs
/ they were deuyls and noo wymmen / And

yf I may efcapc this mifauenture
/

I fiialle deftroye all where

I may fynde thefe fals damoyfels that vfen enchautementys /

15 ^ Ryght with that ther cam a dwarf with a grete mouthe &
a flat nofe and falewed fyre Accolon and faid how he came

from Quene Morgan le fay / and flie greteth yow wel / and

byddeth yow be of ftrong herte / for ye flial fy^te to morne with

a knyghte at the houre of pryme / And therfore ilie hath fente

20 yow here Excalibur Arthurs fwerd and the fcaubard / and

file byddeth yow as ye louc her that }'e doo batail to the vt-

termeft without ony mercy lyke as ye had promyfed her wha

ye fpake to gyder in pryuetc / And what damoyfel that bryn-

geth her the knyghtes hede whiche ye flial fyghte with al
/ (lie

25 wille make her a quene / Now I vnderftand yow wel fayd

Accolon /
I flialle holde that I haue promyfed her now I ha-

ue the fwerd / whan fawe ye my lady Quene Morgan le fay

Ryghte late fayd the dwarf / thenne Accolon tooke hym in

his armes / and faid recommaunde mc vnto my lady Quene /

30 and telle her all flial be done that I haue promyfed her / and

els I wille dye for hit / Now I fuppofe faid Accolon flie hath

made alle thefe craftes and enchauntement for this bataille /

ye may wel bileue it faid the dwarf / Ry5t fo there cam a kny-

ghte and a lady with fyxe fquyers / and falewed Accolon /

35 and prayd hym for to aryfe and come and refte hym at his
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maner / and fo Accoloii mounted vpon a voydo hors / & vvente

with the knyghte vnto a fayre maner by a pryory / and there

he had paffynge good chere / Thennc fir Damas fentc vnto his

broder fyr Ontzelake / and badde make hym redy by to morne

at the houre of pryme / and to be in the felde to fyghte wyth a 5

a good knyght / for he had founden a good knyght that was re-

dy to doo bataill at all poyntcs / whan this word cam vnto fir

Ontzelake /
he was paffyng heuy / for he was wounded a ly-

lel to fore thorow bothe his thyes with a fperc / and made gre-

tc dole / But as he was wounded he wold haue taken the ba- 10

taille on hand / Soo it happed at that tymc by the meanes of

Morgan le fay Accolon was with fyr Ontzelake lodged / and

whan he herd of that bataille and how Ontzelake was wou-

dcd / he fayd that he wold fyghte for hym by caufe Morgan le

fey had fentc hym Excalibur and the fliethc for to fy;te with 15

the knyght on the morne / This was the caufe fyr Accolon to-

ke the bataille on hand / thenne fyre Ontzelake was paffynge

glad / and thaked fyr Accolon with alle his herte that he wold

do fo moche for hym / & thcr with al fyr Ontzelake fente word

vnto his broder fyre Damas / that he had a kny5te y for hym 20

jhold be redy in the felde by the houre of pryme / Soo on the

morne fyr Arthur was armed and wcl horfed / and afked

fyr Damas whan flialle we to the felde
/ fyr faid fyr Damas

ye flialle here maffe / and fo Arthur herd a maffe / And whan
maffe was done

/ there cam a fquyer on a grete hors & afked 25

fyr Damas yf his knyght were redy / for oure knyght is re-

dy in the felde / Thenne fyre Arthur mounted vpon horfbak / &
there were alle the knyghtes and comyns of that countrey / &
fo by alle aduyfes ther were chofen xij good men of the coun-

trey for to wayte vpon the two knyghtes / And ryght as Ar- 30

thur was on horfbak
/ ther cam a damoifel from Morgan le fey

and broughte vnto fyr Arthur a fwerd lyke vnto Excalibur /
and the fcaubard

/ and fayd vnto Arthur Morgan le fey fen-

deth here your fwerd for grete louc / and he thanked her / & wen-

de it had ben fo
/ but flie was fals / for the fwerd and the fcau- jj

bard was counterfeet & brutyll and fals

C Capitulum ly
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mNd
thenne they drcffyd hem on bothc partycs of the

felde / & Ictc their horfes rennc fo faR that eyther fmote

otlier ill tlic myddes of the flielde / with their fperes he-

de / that bothe hors and man wente to the erthe / And thenne

5 they flcrte vp bothe
/
and pulled oute their fwcrdys / the mea-

ne whyle that they were thus at the batailie cam the damoyfel
of the lake in to the fclde / that put Merlyn vndcr the ftone

/ &
Ihe cam thydder for loue of kynge Arthur / for Hic knewe how

Morgan le fay had foo ordeyned /
that kynge Arthur fliold

10 haue ben flayne that daye /
and therfor fiie cam to faue his lyf

And fo they went egrely to the batailie / and gaf many grate

ftrokes / but alweyes Arthurs fwerd bote not lyke Accolon

fwerd
/ But for the moft party euery ftroke that Accolon gaf

he wounded fore Arthur /
that it was merueylle he ftode / And

15 alweyes his blood fylle from hym faft / whan Arthur beheld

the ground fo fore bebledde he was defmayed / and thenne he de-

med treafon that his fwerd was chaunged / for his fwerd

boote not flyl as it was wonte to do / therfor he dredde hym fo

re to be dede / for euer hym femed that the fwerd in Accolons

20 hand was Excalibur /
for at euery ftroke that Accolon ftroke

he drewe blood on Arthur / Now knyghte faid Accolon vnto

Arthur kepe the wel from me / but Arthur anfuerd not age-

yne / and gaf hym fuche a buffet on the helme that he made hym
to ftoupe nygh fallynge doune to the erthe / Thenne fyr Acco-

25 Ion withdrewe hym a lytel / and cam on with Excalibur on

hyghe / and fmote fyr Arthur fuche a buffet that he felle nyhe
to the erthe /

Thenne were they wroth bothe / and gaf eche other

many fore ftrokes
/
but alweyes fyr Arthur loft fo moche blo-

od that it was merueille he flode on his feet / but he was foo

30 ful of knyghthode that knyghtly he endured the payne / And

fyr Accolon loft not a dele of blood / therfor he waxt paffynge

lyghte / and fyr Arthur was paffynge feble / and wende very-

ly to haue dyed / but for al that he made countenaunce as tho-

ugh he myghte endure / and helde Accolon as fhorte as he my-

35 ght / But Accolon was fo bolde by caufe of Excalibur that he

waxed paffynge hardy / But alle men that beheld hym fayd

they fawe neuer knyghte fyghte fo wel as Arthur dyd confy-

deryng the blood that he bled / Soo was all the peple fory for
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hym / but the two bretheren wold not accorde / theiine alvveyes

they fought to gyders as fyers knyghtes / and fyre Arthur

withdrewe hym a lytel for to reite hym / and fyre Accolon cal-

led hym to bataille and faid it is no tyme for me to fuffre the

to refte
/
And thervvith he cam fyerfly vpon Arthur / and fyre 5

Arthur was wrothe for the blood that he had loft / and fmote

Accolon on hyhe vpon the helme foo my3tely that he made hym
nyhe to falle to the erthe / And therwith Arthurs fwerd brail:

at the croffe and felle in the graffe amonge the blood and the

pomel and the fure handels he helde in his handes / When fyr ar- 10

thur fawe that / he was in grete fere to dye / but alweyes he hel-

de vp his flielde and loft no ground nor bated no chere /

/^i^ C Capitulum y
/ 1 Henne fyre Accolon beganne with wordes of treafon

^^1^ and fayd knyghte thovv arte ouercome / and maxfte

not endure and alfo thow arte wepenles / and thow haft lofte 15

moche of thy blood / and I am ful lothe to flee the / therfor yel-

de the to me as recreaunt / Nay faide fyre Arthur I maye not

fc
/

for I haue promyfed to doo the bataille to the vttermeft by
the feythe of my body whyle me lafteth the lyf / and therfor I

had leuer to dye with honour than to lyue with fhame / And 20

yf it were poffyble for me to dye an C tymes I had leuer to

dye fo ofte / than yelde me to the
/

for though I lacke wepen /
I

fhalle lacke no worfhip / And yf thow flee me wepenles that

fhalle be thy ftiame / wel fayd Accolon as for the fliame I wyl
not fpare / Now kepe the from me for thow arte but a dede ma 25

And therwith Accolon gaf hym fuche a ftroke that he felle ny-

ghe to the erthe / and wolde haue had Arthur to haue cryed

hym mercy / But fyre Arthur preffed vnto Accolon with his

flield
/
and gaf hym with the pomel in his hand fuche a buf-

fet that he went thre ftrydes abak / whan the damoifel of the la- 30

ke beheld arthur
/ how ful of proweffe his body was & the fals

trefon that was wrou3t for hym to haue had hym flayn fhe had

grete pyte that fo good a kny5t & fuche a ma of worfhip fhold

fo be deftroyed / And at the next ftroke fyr Accolon ftroke hym
fuche a ftroke that by the damoyfels enchauntement the fwerd 35

Excalibur felle oute of Accolons hande to the erthe / And
therwith alle Syre Arthur lyghtely lepte to hit / and gate hit
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ill his hand / and forthwith al he knewc that it was his fuerd

Excalibur / & fayd thow haft ben from me al to long /
& mochc

dommage haft thow done me / & ther with he afpycd the fcau-

bard hangynge by his fyde /
and fodenly he fterte to hym and

5 pulled the fcaubard from hym and threvve hit fro hym as fer

as he myghte throwe hit /
O knyghte faide Arthur this daye

haft thow done me grete dommage with this fwerd /
Now are

ye come vnto your dethe /
for I flialle not waraunt yow but

ye flialle as wel be rewarded with this fwerde or euer we de-

10 parte as thow haft rewarded me /
for moche payne haue ye ma-

de me to endure
/
and moche blood haue I loft /

And therwith

fyr Arthur rufftied on hym with alle his myghte and pulled

hym to the crthe /
and thcne rufflied of his helme / and gaf hym

fuche a buffet on the hede that the blood cam oute at his eres /

15 his nofe & his mouthe /
Now wylle I flee the faid Arthur /

Slee me ye may wel faid Accolon and it pleafe yow / for ye ar

the beft knyghte that euer I fonde /
and I fee wel that god is

with yow / But for I promyfed to do this batail faid Acco-

lon to the vttermeft and ncuer to be rccreaunt whyle I lyued

20 therfore fiial I neuer yelde me with my mouthe / but god doo

with my body what he wyll / ^ Thenne fyr Arthur remembrid

hym and thoughte he ftiold haue fene this knyghte / Now telle

me faid Arthur or I wylle flee the /
of what coutrey art thou

and of what courte / Syre knyghte fayd fyr Accolon I am of

25 the courte of kynge Arthur /
& my name is Accolon of gaulle

Thenne was Arthur more defmayed than he was before hand

For thenne he remcmbryd hym of his fyfter Morgan le fay /

and of the enchauntement of the fhip / O fyre knyghte fayd he

I pray yow telle me who gaf yow this fwerd and by whom

30 ye had it
/

C Capitulum yi

/MBi^ Henne fyre Accolon bcthou-ite hym and faid wo worth

m\ this fwerd /
for by hit haue I geten my dethe / it may

^^^/ wel be /
faid the kynge /

Now fyre faid Accolon I wil

telle yow this fwerd hath ben in my kepynge the mooft party

35 of this twelue moneth /
And Morgan le fay kynge Vryens

wyf fente it me yeftcr daye by a dwerf to this entente that I

fhold flee kynge Arthur her broder / For ye fliall vnderftand
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entente to flee kyng Arthur her brocler / for ye fhal vnderftand

kynge Arthur is the man in the world that fhe mooft hateth

by caufe he is mooft of worfliip and of provveffe of ony of her

blood / Alfo fhe loueth mc outc of mefure as paramour /
and I

her ageyne / And yf fhe myghte brynge aboute to flee Arthur 5

by her craftes / fhe wold flee her hufband kynge Vryens ly-

ghtely / And thenne haddc flie me deuyfed to be kyng in this

land / and foo to regne / and flie to be my queue /
but that is

now done faide Accolon
/

for I am fure of my dethe wel fayd

fyre Arthur / I fele by yow ye wold haue ben kynge in this 10

land / It had ben grete dommage to haue deftroyed your lord

fa)-d Arthur / it is trouth faid Accolon
/
but now I haue told

yow trouthe
/
wherfore I praye yow telle me of whens ye are

and of what courte / O Accolun fayd kynge Arthur now I

lete the wete / that I am kynge Arthur to whome thow haftc 15

done grete dommage / Whanne Accolon herd that
/
he crycd on

lowde fayre fwete lord haue mercy on me / for I knewe not

yow / O fyr Accolon fayd kynge Arthur mercy flialt thow

haue / by caufe I fele by thy wordes at this tyme / thow kno-

weft not my perfone / But I vnderftand wel by thy wordes 20

that thow haft agreed to the dethe of my perfone / and therfore

thow arte a traytour / but I wyte the the laffe / for my fyfter

Morgan le fay by her fals craftes made the to agree and con-

fente to her fals luftes / but I flialle be fore auengyd vpon
her and I lyue that alle Cryftendome flialle fpeke of it / god 25

knoweth /
I haue honoured her and worfliipped her more than

alle my kynne / and more haue I truflcd her than myn owne

wyf and alle my kynne after /

^ Thenne fyr Arthur called the kepars of the felde and faid

Syrs cometh hyder / for here are we two knyghtes that haue 30

foughtcn vnto a grete dommage vnto us both / and lyke echone

of vs to haue flayne other / yf it had happed foo / And hadde

ony of vs knowen other / here had ben no bataille / nor ftroke

ftryken ^ Thenne al a lowde cryed Accolon

vnto alle the knyghtes and men that were thene there gadred 35

to gyder / and fayd to them in this manere / O lordes this noble

knyghte that I haue foughten with all / the whiche me fore

repenteth is the moofte man of proweffe of manhode and of
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worfliip in the world / for it is hj-m fclf kynge Arthur our al

thcr liege lord & with myfliap and with myfaueturc have I do-

ne this bataill with the k>'ng and lord that I am holden with

all

^y^ C Capttulum yij
5 # I llcnne alle the peple fcllc doune on her knees and cry-

^^i^ed kynge Arthur mercy / mercy fhalle ye haue fayd

Arthur / here maye ye fee what aucntures befallen oftyme of

erraunte knyghtes how that I haue foughten with a knyght
of myn owne vnto my grete dommage and his bothe

/

10 But fyrs by caufe I am fore hurte and he bothe / and I had

grete nede of a lytel reft
/ ye flialle vnderftande the oppynyon

betwixe yow two bretheren as to the fyre Damas / for whom
I haue ben champyon and wonne the feld of this knyghte /

yet wylle I luge by caufe ye fyre Damas are called an orgu-

15 lous knyghte and full of vyiony and not worthe of proweffe

of youre dedes / therfor I wylle that ye gyue vnto your bro-

der alle the hole manoir with the appertenaucc vnder thys for-

me
/ that fir Ontzelake hold the manoir of yow /

and yerely to

gyue yow a palfrey to ryde vpon /
for that wylle become yow

2o better to ryde on than vpon a courfer
/
Alfo I charge the fyre

Damas vpon payne of deth
/

that thow neuer deftreffe no kny3-
tes erraunte that ryde on their aduenture

/ And alfo that thow

reftore thefe xx knyghtes that thow haft longe kepte pryfoners

of all their harneis that they be content for / and )-f ony of hem

25 come to my court and complayne of the
/ by my hede thou flialt

dye therfore /
Alfo f)re Ontzelake as to yow bj' caufe j-e are

named a good knyghte and ful of proweffe and true and

gent)'l in all your dedes this flialle be youre charge I wylle

gyue yow that in al goodely hafte yc come vnto me and my
30 courte and ye flialle be a knyghte of myne / and j-f your dedes

be there after I fliall fo proferre yow by the grace of god that

yc flialle in fiiorte tyme be in eafe for to lyue as worfliipfully

as your broder fyre Damas /
God thanke your largeneffe of

your goodcnes & of your bounte /
I fliall be from hens forward

35 at all tymes at your commaundement / For fyr faid fj-r Ontze-

lake as god wold as I was hurte but late with an aduen-

tures knyght thurgh both my th\-es that greued me fore
/ & els
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had I done this bataille with yovv / god wold fa}-d Arthur

it had ben fo / for thenne had not I ben hurte as I am
/

I

flialle telle you the caufe why /
for I had not ben hurtc as I

am hadde not ben myne ownc fvverd / that was ftolen from

me by treafon /
And this bataille was ordejmed afore hand to 5

haue flaync me
/
and fo it was brou^te to the purpos by fals

treafon and by fals enchauntement /
Alias faid fyr Ontzcla-

ke that is greete pyte that euer foo noble a man as ye are of

your dedes and proweffe / that ony man or woman my5t fyn-

de in their hertes to worche ony treafon ageynft yow / I fiialle 'o

reward them faid Arthur in fhort tyme by the grace of god

Now telle me faid Arthur how fer am I from Camelot / f}-r ye

are two dayes iourney ther fro
/

I wold fayn be at fome pla-

ce of worfliip faid fyr Arthur that I myghte refte me / Syre

faid fyr Ontzelake /
here by is a ryche abbey of your elders fou- i;

dacyon of Nonnes but thre myle hens / So the kynge took his

leue of alle the peple /
and mounted vpon horfbak / and fir Ac-

colon with hym /
And whan they were come to the Abbaye / he

lete fetche leches and ferche his woundes and Accolons bothe /

but fyr Accolon dyed within four dayes /
for he had bled foo 20

moche blood that he myghte not lyue / but kyng Arthur was

wel recouerd /
Soo whan Accolon was dede / he lete fende hym

on a horfljere with fyxe knyghtes vnto Camelot
/
and faid

/ he-

re hym to my fyfter Morgan le fay / and fay that I fende her

hym to a prefente /
and telle her I haue my fvverd Excalibur 25

and the fcaubard /
foo they departed with the body

C Capitulum yiij

£ \ He meane whyle Morgan Ic fay hadde wend kynge

^^^ Arthur had been dede / foo on a day fhe afpyed kynge

Vryens lay in his bedde flepynge / thenne flie called vnto her a

mayden of her counceyll /
& faid go fetche me my lordes fwerd 30

for I fawe neuer better tyme to flee hym than now /

^ O Madame fayd the damoyfel /
and ye flee my lord ye can

neuer efcape / Care not yow faid Morgan le fay / for now I

fee my tyme in the whiche it is beft to doo hit /
And therfor hye

the faft and fetche me the fuerd
/
Thehe the damoifel departed 35
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fonde fyre Vwayne flepynge vpon a bcdde in another chamber

foo flie wente vnto fire Vwayne and awaked hym / and badde

hym aryfe and wayte on my lady youre moder / for flie wille

flee the kynge your fader Hepynge in his bedde / for I goo to

5 fetche his fwerd
/
wel faid fyr Vwayne go on your waye / and

lete me dele / Anone the damoyfel brought Morgan the fwerd

with quakynge handes
/ and lyghtely took the fwerd

/ & pul-

led it out / and wente boldcly vnto the beddes fyde / and away-
ted how and where flie mj-ght fie hym beft / And as flie lyfte

10 vp the fwerd to fmyte / fir Vwayne lepte vnto his moder and

caughte her by the hand and fayd A fende what wilt tliow do

And thow were not my moder with this fwerd I fliold fmy-
te of thy hede

/
A fayd fyr Vwayn men faith that Merlyn was

begoten of a deuylle / but I may faye an erthely deuylle bare

IS me / O fayre fone Vwayne haue mercy vpon me /
I was temp-

ted with a deuylle / wherfore I crye the mercy /
I wylle neuer

more doo foo and faue my worfliip and difcouer me not / On
this couenaunt faid fyr Vwayne 1 wille forgyue it yow / foo

ye wille neuer be aboute to doo fuche dedes / Nay fone faid flie
/
&

20 that I make yow affuraunce /

C Capitulum yiiij

/^^^ Henne came tydynges vnto Morgan le fay that Ac-

M I colon was dede / and his body brought vnto the chirche

^^^ And how kynge Arthur had his fwerd ageyne /

But whanne Ouene Morgan wyfte that Accolon was dede /

25 flie was foo forouful that nere hir herte to braft / But by caufe

fhe wold not it were knowen / oute ward flie kepte her counte-

ce naun /
& maade no femblaunt of forowe / But wel flie wyfte

and flie abode tyll her broder Arthur cam thyder / there flioId

no gold goo for her Ij'f

30 ^ Thenne flie wente vnto Quene Gweneuer / and afked her

leue to ryde in to the countreye / ye maye abyde fayde Ouene

Gweneuer tyll youre brother the kynge come home / I maye
not fayde Morgan le fay / for I haue fuche hafty tydynges /

that I may not tar}- / wel faide Gueneuer ye maj-c departe
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whanne ye wille / Soo erly on the mornc or hit was daye flie

tooke her hors and rode alle that daye and moofte parte of the

nyghte /
And on the morn by none (lie cam to the fame Abbay

of Nonncs
/
where as lay kyng arthur /

& flie knowyng he was

there flie afked where he was
/
And they anfuerd how he had S

leyd hym in his bed to flepe / for he had had but lytel refte thefe

thre nyghtes /
Wei faid flie I charge yow that none of yow

awake hym tyl I doo /
and thcnne flie alyghte of her hors

/
&

thoughte for to ftele awey Excalibur his fwerd /
and foo flie

wente ftreyghte vnto his chamber / And noo man durfte dyf- 10

obeye her commaundement /
and there flie fond Arthur a flepe

in his bedde and Excalibur in his rj'ght hand naked
/
Whan

file fawe that fhe was paffynge heuy that flie myghte not co-

me by the fwerd withoute flie had awaked hym / and thenne

flie wyft wel flie had ben dedc
/
Thenne flie tooke the fcaubard 15

and wente her wey on horflaak
/
whan the kynge awoke and

myffed his fcaubard / he was wrothe / and he afked who had

ben there /
and they faid his fyfler quene Morgan had ben ther

and had put the fcaubard vnder her mantel and was gone /

Alias fayd Arthur falfly ye haue watched me / Syre fayd 20

they alle we durfte not difobeye your fyfters commaundement

A faid the kynge lete fetche the beft hors maye be founde / And

byd fyre Ontzlake arme hym in al hafl /
and take another go-

od hors and ryde with me /
Soo anone the kynge and Ontze-

lake were wel armed / and rode after this lady / and foo they 25

cam by a croffe and found a Cowherd / and they afked the

poure man yf ther cam ony lady rydynge that way / Syre

faid this poure man / ryght late cam a lady rydynge with a xl

horfes / and to yonder foreft flie rode / Thenne they fpored theire

horfes / and folovved faft
/
And within a whyle Arthur had 30

a fyghte of Morgan le fay /
thenne he cliaced as fafl: as he my-

ghte /
whanne flie afpyed hym folowynge her / fhe rode a gretter

paas thorowe the foreft tyl flie cam to a playne / And whanne

flie fawe flie myghte not efcape flie rode vnto a lake ther by /
&

fayd what foo euer come of me / my broder fliall not haue this 35

fcaubard / And thenne flie lete throwe the fcauberd in the de-

peft of the water foo it fanke /
for it was hcuy of gold and pre-

cious ftones ^ Thenne flie rode in to a valeye
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where many grete ftones were / And whan flie fawe flie mufte

be ouertake flie fliope her felf hors and man by enchauntemet

vnto a grete marbyl fl:one
/
Anone with al cam Syr Arthur /

and fyr Ontzelake where as the kynge myght knovve his fyf-

5 ter and her men / and one knyght from another /
A fayd the

kynge here may ye fee the vengeaunce of god / & now am I

fory that this myfaucnture is befalle / & thenne he loked for the

fcaubard / but it wold not be founde
/

fo he retorned to the Ab-

beye there he came fro
/
So whan Arthur was gone / flie torned

10 alle in to the lykeneffe as flie and they were before / and fa-

yd f>'r.s now may we goo where we wylle /

'^iy^ C Capitulum yv
/ 1 Henne faid Morgan fawe ye Arthur my broder

/' ye fa-

^^J^ id her knyghtes ryght wel / and that ye fliold haue

founde and we myghte haue ftered from one ftede / for by his

'5 armyueftal contenaunce he wold haue caufed vs to have fled

I byleue yow faid Morgan / Anone after as flie rode flie met

a knyght led)-ng another kny3t on his hors before hj-m boun-

de hand and foote blyndefeld to haue drouned hym in a fon-

tayne / whan fhe fawe this kny3t fo boude
/

flie afl^ed hym what

20 wylle ye doo with that knyght / lady faid he I wylle drowne

hym / for what caufe flie afked
/

for I fonde hym with my wyf
and flie fhalle haue the fame dethe anone

/ that were pyte fayd

Morgan le fay / Now what faye ye kny3t is it trouthe
Jj'

he fa-

ith of yow fhe faid to the knyght that fliold be drowned
/ nay

25 truly madame he feith not rj'ght on me / Of whens be ye faj-d

Morgan le fay and of what countre
/

I am of the Courte of

kynge Arthur / and my name is Manaffen cofyn vnto Acco-

lon of gaulle / ye fay wel faid fhe
/
and for the loue of hym ye

flialle be delyuerd / and ye flialle haue your aduerfary in the

30 fame caas ye be in
/
So Maneffen was lofed & the other kny-

ght boundc /
And anone Maneffen vnarmed hym and armed

hym felf in his harneis /
and foo mounted on horfljak / and the

knyght afore hym and foo threwe hym in to the fontaync and

drowned hym / And thenne he rode vnto Morgan ageyne / &
35 aflved yf flie wold ony thyng vnto kynge Arthur / Telle hym

that I refcued the /
not for the louc of hym but for the loue of

Accolon / and telle hym I fere hym not whyle I can make me
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and them that ben with me in lykenes of ftones / And lete

Iiym wete I can doo more whan I fee my tyme / And
fo flic departed in to the countrey of Gorre / and there was flie

rychely receyued / and maade her cartels and townes paffynge

Itronge / for alweyes flie drad moche kynge Arthur / Whanne 5

the kynge had wel rcfted hym at the Abbey he rode vnto Ca-

melot / and fonde his quene and his barons ryght glad of his

comynge / And whan they herd of his ftraunge auenturcs as

is afore reherced / they alle hadde merucille of the falfliede of

Morgan le fay / many knyghtes wyfflied her brent / thenne cam 10

Maneffen to courte and told the kyng of his auenture / well

faid the kynge fhe is a kynde fyfter / I flialle foo be auengid

on her and I lyue / that alle Cryftendome flialle fpeke of hit /

So on the morne ther cam a damoifel from Morgan to the ky-

nge and fhe brought with her the rychell mantel that euer was 15

fene in that Courte / for it was fette as ful of precious ftones

as one myght ftand by another / and there were the rycheft fto-

nes that euer the kynge fawe
/
And the damoyfel faide youre

fyfter fendeth yow this mantel / and defyreth that ye fliold ta-

ke this gyfte of her /
And in what thyng fhe hath offended you 20

flie wille amende it at youre owne pleafyr / whan the kyng be-

held this mantel it pleafyd hym moche / but he faid but lytel

C CapituUim yvj

TIYfl
fl A Yth that came the damoyfel of the lake vnto the kyng

^pr^p'^and faid fyr I muft fpeke with yow in pryuyte / fay

on faid the kynge what ye wille / Syr fayd the damoyfel put 25

not on yow this mantel tyl ye haue fene more /
and in no wy-

fe lete it not come on yow nor on no knyghte of yours tyl ye

commaunde the brynger thereof to put it vpon her / wel faid ky-

nge Arthur / It fhalle be done as ye counceille me / And thenne

he faid vnto the damoyfel that cam fro his fifter / damoifel this 30

mantel that ye haue brought me I wille fee it vpon yow / fyr

file faid
/

it wille not bifeme me to were a kynges garment / by

my hede faid Arthur / ye fhalle were it or it come on my bak or

ony mans that here is
/
and fo the kyng made it to be putt vp-

on her /
And forth with al flie felle doune dede /

and neuer more 35
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fpake word after and brcnte to coles / Thenne was the kyng

wondcrly wrothc more than he was to fore hand / and fayd

vnto kynge Vryens my fyfter your wyf is alwey aboute to

bytraye mc / and wel I wotc outher ye or my ncuevve youre

5 fonc is of counccille with her to haue me deftroycd / But as for

yow faid the kyng to kynge Vryens I deme not gretely that

ye be of her counceill /
For Accolon confeffyd to me by his own

mouth that flie wold haue deftroyed yow as wel as me ther

for I hold yow excufed / But as for your fone Syr Vwa-

10 yn I hold hym fufpect / therfore I charge yow put hym oute

of my courte /
So fyr Vwayne was difcharged / And whanne

Syr Gawayne wyfl that he made hym redy to go with hym / &
faid who fo bannyfflieth my cofyn germayn / flial bannyfflie me
Soo they two departed / and rode in to a grete forefl

/ and foo

15 they came to an Abbay of Monkes / and ther were wel lodged

But whanne the kynge wyft that fyr Gawayne was depar-

ted from the Courte / ther was made grete forowe amonge alle

the eftates /
Now fayd Gaherys Gawayns broder we haue loft

two good knyghtes for the loue of one / So on the morne they

20 herd their maffes in the abbay / and fo they rode forth tyl that

they came to a grete foreft / thenne was fyr Gawayne ware in

a valey by a turret xij fayre damoyfels / and two knyghtes ar-

med on grete horfes / and the damoyfels wcnte to and fro by a

tree / And thenne was fyr Gawayne ware how ther henge a

25 whyte fliclde on that tree /
And euer as the damoyfels cam by

it / they fpytte vpon it / and fome threwe myre vpon the flield
j

C Capitulum yvij

/ I Henne fyr Gawayne and fyr Vwayne wente and fa-

^^1^ lewed them / and afked why they dyd that defpyte to

the fiielde / Syrs faiden the damoyfels / we flialle telle yow /

30 There is a knyght in this coutrey that oweth this whyte flield

and he is a paffyng good man of his handes / but he hateth al

ladyes and gentylwymmen / and therfor we doo alle this def-

pyte to the flielde / I flial fay yow faid fyr gawayne / hit byfe-

meth euylle a good knyghte to defpyfe all ladyes and gentil

35 wymmen /
And parauentur though he hate yow he hath fomme
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And paraueiiture he loueth in fomme other places ladyes and

gcntylwymmen / and to be loucd ageyne / and he be fuche a ma.

of proweffe as ye fpeke of / Now what is his name / fyr fayd

they / his name is Marhaus the kynges fone of Irelond I

knowe hym vvel fayd fyre Vwayne / he is a paffynge good s

knyght as ony is on lyue / for I fawe hym ones preued at a

luftes where many knyghtes were gadered / and that tyme
thcr myghte no man withftande hym / A fayd fyr Gawayne

Damoyfels me thynketh ye are to blame / for hit is to fuppofe /

he that henge that flield ther / he wille not be longe ther fro / & lo

thenne may tho knyghtes matche hym on horfbak /
and that

is more your worfliip than thus /
For I wille abyde no lon-

ger to fee a knyghtes fheld diflionoured / And therwith fyre

Vwayne and Gawayne departed a lytel fro them / And then-

ne were they ware where fyre Marhaus cam rydynge on a gre- 15

te hors ftrcyghte toward them / And whanne the xij damoy-
fels fawe fyr Marhaus they fled in to the turret as they we-

re wylde fo that fomme of them felle by the wey / Thenne the

one of the knyghtes of the Toure dreffid his fhelde and faid

on hyghe fyr Marhaus defende the / and foo they ranne to gy- 20

ders that the kny^t brake his fpere on Marhaus / & Marhaus

fmote hym fo hard that he brake his neck and the hors back /

That fawe the other knyght of the turret and dreffyd hym to-

ward Marhaus / and they mette fo cgrely to gyders that the

knyght of the Turret was foone fmyten doune hors and man 25

ftark dede /

C Capitulum yviij

HNd
thenne fyre Marhaus rode vnto his flielde / and fa-

we how it was defowled /
and fayd of this defpyte I

am a parte aueng^'d / But for her loue that gaf me this why-

te flielde I fhalle were the / and hange myn where thow was 30

and foo he hanged it aboute his neck / Thenne he rode flreyght

vnto fyr Gawayn and to fyr Vwayne /
and afked them what

they dyd there / They anfuerd hym that they cam from kynge
Arthurs courte for to fee auentures / wel fayd fyre Marhaus

here am I redy an auentures knyghte that wille fulfylle ony 35

[leaf 71]



JSoofi iv.] [ 142 J [abap. rviii.

aduenturc that ye vvyllc dcfyre / And foo departed fro them /

to fetche his raungc / lete hym goo feid fyr Vwayn vnto fyrc

Gawayne / for he is a paffynge good knyghte as ony is ly-

uynge / I wold not by my wille that ony of vs Avere matched

5 with hym / Nay faid fir Gawayne not fo / it were fhame to vs

were he not affayed were he neuer foo good a knyghte / wel

faid fyr Vwayne I wylle affaye hym afore yow / for I am
more weyker than ye /

And yf he fmyte me doune / thenne may
ye reuenge me / foo thefc two knyghtes cam to gyders with gre-

10 te raundon that fyr Vwayne fmote fyr Marhaus that his fpe-

re brafte in pyeces on the flielde /
and Syre Marhaus fmote

hym fo fore that hors and man he bare to the erthe / and hurte

f)-re Vwayne on the lyfte fyde / Thenne fyr Marhaus torned

his hors and rode toward Gawayne with his fpere /
and when

15 fyr Gawayne fawe that / he dreffid his fheld / and they auen-

tryd their fperes / and they cam to gyders with alle the my5te
of their horfes / that eyther knyght fmote other fo hard in myd-
des of theyr fheldes / but fyr Gawayns fpere brak / but fir mar-

haus fpere helde / And therwith fyre Gawayne and his hors

20 ruffhed doune to the erthe / And lyghtly fyre Gawayne rofe on

his feet / and pulled out his fwerd /
and dreffyd hym toward

fyr Marhaus on foote / and fyr marhaus fawe that / and pul-

led oute his fwerd / and beganne to come to fyr Gawayne on

horfbak / Syre knyght faid fyr gawayn aly3te on foote or els

25 I wylle flee thy hors / gramercy fayd fyr Marhaus of youre

gentylnef ye teche me curtofye / for hit is not for one kny3t to

be on foote / and the other on horsbak / & therwith fyr Mar-

haus fette his fpere ageyne a tree and alyghte and tayed his

hors to a tree / and dreffid his llielde / and eyther cam vnto o-

0° ther egerly / and fmote to gyders with her fvverdes that her fhel-

des flewe in cantels / and they bryfed their helmes and their

hauberkes and wounded eyther other / but Syre gawayne fro

it paffed ix of the clok waxed euer flronger and ftronger /

for thenne hit cam to the houre of noone & thryes his myghte

35 was encreaced / Alle this afpyed fyr Marhaus and had grete

wonder how his myghte encreaced / and fo they wounded other

paffynge fore / And thenne whan it was pad: noone / and whan

it drewe toward euenfonge fyre gawayns ftrengthe febled &
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waxt paffynge faynte that vnnethes he myght dure ony len-

ger / and fyr Marhaus was thenne bygger and bygger / fyre

knyght faid fyr Marhaus /
I haue wel felt that ye are a paf-

fynge good knyghte and a merueyllous man of myghte as

eucr I felt ony / whyle hit lafleth /
And oure quarels are not 5

gretc /
and therfor it were pyte to doo yow hurte / for I fele ye

are paffynge feble / A faid fyr Gawayn gentyl knyghte ye fay

the word that I fiiold fay /
And therwith they took of theirc

helmes / and eyther kyffed other /
and there they fwore to gy-

ders eyther to loue other as brctheren / And fyr Marhaus pra- 10

yd fyr gawayn to lodge with hym that nyghte / And fo they

toke theyr horfes / and rode toward fyr Marhaus hous /
And

as they rode by the wey / fyr knyghte faid fyr gawayne I ha-

ue merueylle that fo valyaunt a man as ye be loue no ladyes

ne damoyfels / Syre fayd fyr marhaus they name me wrong- 15

fully tho that gyue me that name / but wel I wote it ben the

damoyfeles of the Turret that fo name me and other fuche as

they be / Now fhalle I telle yow for what caufe I hate them /

For they be forcereffes and enchaunters many of them / & be a

kny^t neuer fo good of his body and ful of proweffe as man 20

may be / they vville make hym a itark coward to haue the bet-

ter of hym /
and this is the pryncipal caufe that I hate them

& to al good ladyes and gentyl wymmen I owe my fer-

uyfe as a knyght ou3te to do /
As the book reherceth in frenfihe

ther were many knyghtes that oucrmatched fyr gawayne for 25

alle the thryes myghte that he had / Syr Launcelot de lake / fyr

Tryftrams / fyr Bors de ganys / fyr Percyuale / fyr Pellias &
fyr Marhaus / thefe fixe kny5tes had the better of fir gawayn
Thenne within a lytel whyle they cam to fyr Marhaus place /

whiche was in a lytel pryory / and there they alyghte and la- 30

dyes and damoyfels vnarmed them / and haflely loked to the-

yr hurtes / for they vvere all thre hurte / and fo they had all thre

good lodgynge with fyr Marhaus and good chere / for whan
he wyft that they were kyngc Arthurs fyfter fones / he maade
them al the chere that lay in his power / and fo they foiourned 35

there a vij nyghte / and were wel eafyd of their woundes and

at the lalt departed / Now faid fyre Marhaus we wylle not

departe foo ly3tely / for I wylle brynge you thorow the foreft
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And rode dayc by day wel a feueii daycs or they fond ony a-

uenturc / At the laft they cam in to a grete foreft that was na-

med the countrcye and forefle of Arroy and the countrey of

ftraunge auentures
/

In this countrey fayd fyr Marhaus cam

5 neuer knyghte fyn it was cryflened / but he fondc ftraunge

auentures / and foo they rode / and cam in to a depe valcy ful

of flones
/
and ther by they fawe a fayr ftreme of water / abo-

ue ther by was the hedc of the flrcme a fayr fontayne / & thrc

damoyfels fyttynge therby / And thenne they rode to them / and

10 eyther falewed other / and the eldefl had a garland of gold

aboute her hede / and fhe was thre fcore wynter of age / or more

and her here was whyte vnder the garland / The fecond da-

moyfel was of thyrtty wynter of age with a ferkelet of gold

aboute her hede /
The thyrd damoyfel was but xv yere of age /

15 and a garland of floures aboute her hede / when thefe knygh-
tes had foo beholde them / they aflvcd hem the caufe why they

fat at that fontayne / we be here fayd the damoyfels for thys

caufe / yf we may fee ony erraunt knyghtes to teche hem vnto

ftraunge auentures / and ye be thre knyghtes that feken auen-

20 tures and we be thre damoyfels / and therfore cche one of yow
muft chefe one of vs / And whan ye haue done foo /

we wylie

lede yow vnto thre hyhe wayes /
and there eche of yow Aral che-

fe a wey and his damoyfel with hym / And this day twelue

monethe ye muft mete here agcyn / and god fende yow your ly-

25 ues / and there to ye muft ply5te your trouthe / this is wel fa-

id fayd fyr Marhaus

C (Tapitulum n

Ift^-l Ow ftialle eueryche of vs chefe a damoyfel / I ftialle

11 ^ telle yow fayd fyre Vwayne I am the yongeft and

mooft wcykeft of yow bothe / therfor I wyl haue the eldeft da-

30 moyfel / for flie hath fene moche and can beft helpe me whan I

haue nede / for I haue mooft nede of helpe of yow bothe / Now
faid fyr Marhaus I wyll haue the damoyfel of thyrtty wyn-
ter age for fhe falleth beft to me / wel fayd fyre gawayne /

I

thanke yow for ye haue lefte me the yongeft and the fayreft /

35 and flie is mooft leueft to me / Thenne euery damoyfel tooke her

[leaf 72 verso]



.16001! iv.] [ 145 ] [ilbap. rv'-

knyght by the raynes of his brydel / and broughte him to the

thre vvayes /
and there was their othe made to mete at the fon-

tayne that day twelue moneth and they were lyuynge / and

foo they kyft and departed / and eueryche knyghte fette his la-

dy behynd hym / and fyr Vwayne took the wey that lay wefl 5

And fyr Marhaus took the wey that lay fouthe / and fyr ga-

wayne look the weye that laye northe / Now wylle we begyn-
ne at fyr gawayne that helde that wey tyll that he cam vnto a

fayre manoir where dvvellyd an old knyghte & a good houf-

holder / and there fyr Gawayn afked the knyght yf he knewe lo

ony auentures in that countrey /
I fhalle ihewe yow fomme to

morne fayd the old knyghte /
and that merueyllous / Soo on

the morne they rode in to the forelt of aduentures tyl they cam

to a launde / and ther by they fond a croffe / and as they fto-

de and houed / ther cam by them the fayrelt knyght and the fe- 15

melyeft man that euer they fawe / makynge the gretteft dole

that eiier man made / And thenne he was ware of fyr gawa-

yn and falewed hym and praid god to fende hym moche wor-

fliip /
As to that faid fyr gawayn gramercy / Alfo I praye to

god that he fend yow honour and worfhip / A faid the kny- 20

ghtc I may laye that on fyde / for forowe and fliame cometh

to me after worfliip /

C Capitulum yyj

HNd ther with he paffed vnto the one fyde of the laun-

de
/ And on the other fyde fawe fyr Gawayne & kny^-

tes that houed ftyll and make hem redy with her fheldes and 25

fperes ageynft that one knyght that cam by fyr gawayn /

Thenne this one knyght auentryd a grete fpere / and one of

the X knyghtes encountred with hym / but this woful knyght
fmote hym fo hard that he felle ouer his hors taylle / So this

fame dolorous kny3t ferued hem al / that at the left way he fmo- 30

te doune hors and man / and alle he dyd with one fpere / and

foo whan they were all x on fote / they wente to that one kny-

ght / and he ftode ftone ftyll / and fuffred hem to pulle hym dou-

ne of his hors / and bound hym hande and foote
/
and tayed

hym vnder the hors bely / and fo ledde hym with hem / O Ihefu 35
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fayd fyr tjawayne this is a dooleful fyghte /
to fee the yonder

knyghte fo to be entreted
/
and it femeth by the knyght that he

fuffreth hem to bynde hym foo / for he maketh no refyftence / Noo
faid his hooft that is trouthc / for and he wold they al were to

5 weykc foo to doo hym / Syr faid the damoyfel vnto fyr Gawa-

yn / me femeth hit were your worfliip to helpe that dolorous

knyghte / for me thynketh he is one of the beft knyghtes that

euer I fawe / I wold doo for hym fayd fyre gawayn but hit

femeth he wylle haue no helpe / thenne fayd the damoyfel me
10 thynketh ye haue no lufle to helpe hym / Thus as they talked

they fawe a kny3te on the other fyde of the launde al armed

fauf the hede / And on the other fyde ther cam a dwerf on horf-

bak all armed fauf the hede with a grete mouthe
/
and a fhorte

nofe / And whan the dwerf came nyghe he faid where is the la-

'5 dy fliold mete vs here
/ and ther with all flie came forth out of

the wood / And thenne they began to flryue for the lady /
For

the knyghte fayd he wold haue her
/ & the dwerf faid he wold

haue her / Wylle we doo wel fayd the dwerf / yonder is a kny-
ht at the croffe / lete vs put it bothe vpon hym / and as he de-

20 meth fo fhalle it be / I wylle wel faid the knyght / and fo they
wente all thre vnto fyre gawayn and told hym wherfor they
flrofe /

wel fyrs faid he wylle ye put the mater in my hand / ye

they fayd both
/
Now damoyfel fayd fyr gawayn ye flial ftande

betwixe them both
/ and whether ye lyft better to go to / he flial

25 haue yow / And whan flie was fette bitwene them both fhe left

the knyghte and wente to the dwerf
/
and the dwerf took her

and wente his waye fyngynge / and the knyghte wente hys

way with grete mornyng / Thenne cam ther two knyghtes all

armed and cryed on hyghe Syre gawayn / knyghte of kynge
30 Arthurs make the redy in al haft and lufte with me

/ foo they
ranne to gyders that eyther felle doune

/ and thenne on foote

they drewe their fwerdes and dyd ful actually / the mene why-
le the other knyghte wente to the damoyfel / and afl-:ed her /

why flie abode with that knyghte / and yf ye wold abyde with

35 me / I wylle be your feythful knyghte and with yow wylle
I be faid the damoyfel / for with fyr Gawayn I may not fyn-
de in myn herte to be with hym / For now here was one kny5t

fcomfyte x knyghtes / And at the lafte he was cowardly led
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awey / and therfore lete vs two goo whyleft they fyghte / and

fyre Gawayne fought with that other knyght longe / but at the

laft they accorded both / And thenne the knyght prayd fyr ga-

wayn to lodge with hym that nyghte / Soo as fyre Gawayn
wente with this knyghte he afked hym what knyghte is he in 5

this countrey that fmote doune the ten knyghtes / for whan he

had done fo manfully he fuffred hem to bynde hym hand and

foote
/ and foo ledde hym awey /

A fayd the knyghte that is the

befl; knyght I trowe in the world /
and the mooft man of pro-

weffe / and he hath be ferued foo as he was ene more than x 10

tymes / and his name hyghte fyr Pelleas /
and he loueth a gre-

te lady in this countrey and her name is Ettard /
and fo when

he loued her there was cryed in this country a greete luftes

thre dayes / And alle the knyghtes of this countrey were there

and gentylwymmen / And who that preued hym the beft kny- 15

ght fhold haue a paffyng good fwerd and a Serklet of gold

and the ferklet the knyght fhold gyue hit to the fayreft lady

that was at the lufles / And this knyghte fyre Pelleas was

the beft knyghte that was there / and there were fyue honderd

knyghtes / but there was neuer man that euer fyre Pelleas 20

met with al
/
but he flroke hym doune or els from his hors /

And euery day of thre dayes he ftrake doune twenty knygh-

tes / therfore they gaf hym the pryfe / & forthe with all he wente

there as the lady Ettard was /
and gaf her the ferklet / & faid

openly /
fhe was the fayreft lady that ther was / & that wold 25

he preue vpon ony knyghte that wold fay nay / ^ C^ yjij

mNd
foo he chofe her for his fouerayne lady /

& neuer to

loue other but her /
but flie was fo proude that (he had

fcorne ef hym and fayd that fhe wold neuer loue hym

thou3 he wold dye for her /
wherfor al ladyes and gentylwym- 30

men hadde fcorne of her that fhe was fo proude / for there were

fayrer than flie /
& ther was none that was ther but & fir Pel-

leas wold haue proferd hem loue they wold haue loued hym
for his noble proweffe / & fo this kny3t promyfed the lady et-

tard to folowe her in to this coutrey / & neuer to leue her tyl flie 35

loued hym /
& thus he is here the mooft party nyghe her and lod-

ged by a pryory /
and euery weke fhe fcndeth knyghtes to fy3te

with hym / And whan he hath put hem to the wers than wylle
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he fuffre hem wylfully to take hym pryfoner by caufc he wold

haue a fyghte of this lady / And ahvcycs flie doth hym grete

dcfpyte / for fome tyme (lie makcth her knyghtes to taye hym to

his hors taylle and fome to bynd hym vnder the hors bely
5 Thus in the mooft fliamefullefl vvyfe that fhe can thynke he is

broughte to her
/ And alle flie doth hyt for to caufe hym to leue

this countreye and to leue his louynge / But all this can not

make hym to leue
/

for and he wold haue foughte on footc

he myghtc haue had the better of the ten knyghtes as wel on

10 foote as on horfbak / Alias fayd fyr gawayn it is grete pyte
of hym / And after this nyghte I wylle feke hym to morowe
in this foreft to doo hym alle the helpc I can / So on the mor-

ne fyr gavvayne tooke his leue of his hooft fyre Carados and

rode in to the foreft / And at the laft he mette with fyr Pelle-

15 as makyng grete moone oute of mefure
/

fo eche of hem falewed

other / and aflvcd hym why he made fuche forowe / And as it

is aboue reherced
/ fyre Pelleas told fyre Gawayne / but alwe-

yes I fuffre her knyghtes to fare foo with me as ye fawe yef-

terdaye in trufte at the lall: to vvynne her loue / for flie knoweth
20 wel alle her knyghtes fhold not lyghtely wynne me / and

me lyfte to fyghte with them to the vttermeft / Wherfore and

I loued her not fo fore I hadde leuer dye an honderd tymes /

and I myght dye foo ofte rather than I wold fuffre that def-

pyte / but I trufte flie wylle haue pyte vpoii me at the lafte /

=5 for loue caufeth many a good knyght to fuffre to haue his en-

tent / but alias I am vnfortunate / And ther with he maade foo

grete dole & forowe that vnnethe he myghte holde hym on horf-

back ^ Now fayd fyre gawayne leue your mor-

nynge and I flialle promyfc yow by the feythe of my body
30 to doo alle that lyeth in my power to getc yow the loue of yo-

ur lady / and ther to I wylle plyte yow my trcuthe / A fayd

fyr Pelleas of what Courte are ye telle me I praye yow my
good frend

/ And thenne fyr gawayne fayd I am of the co-

urte of kynge Arthur / and his fufters fone / and kynge Lott

35 of Orkcney was my fader / and my name is fyre Gawayne /
And thenne he fayd my name is Syre Pelleas borne in the

lies
/

and of many lies I am lord / and neuer haue I lo-

ued lady nor damoyfel tyl now in an vnhappy tyme / and fyr
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knyghte fyn ye are foo nyghe cofyn vnto kynge Arthur and

a kynges fone /
therfor bytraye me not but heipe me / for I may

neuer come by her but by fomme good knyghte / for flie is in a

flronge cartel here faft by within this four myle / and ouer all

this countrey flie is lady of
/
And fo I may neuer come to her 5

prefence /
but as I fuffrc her knyghtes to take me /

and but yf I

dyd fo that I myghte haue a fyghte of her I had ben dede long

or this tyme / and yet fayre word had I neuer of her / but wha

I am brousfht to fore her flie rebuketh me in the fowleft ma-

ner /
And thenne they take my hors and harneis and putten 10

me oute of the yates /
and flie wylle not fuffre me to ete nor

drynke /
and alweyes I offre me to be her pryfoner / but that

file wylle not fuffre me /
for I wold defyre no more what pay-

nes fo euer I had
/

foo that I my3te haue a fyghte of her day-

ly / wel fayd fyr gawayne /
Al this flialle I amende and yc 15

wylle do as I flial deuyfe /
I wylle haue your hors and yo-

ur armour /
and fo wylle I ryde vnto her caftel and telle her

that I haue flayne yow /
and foo fiial I come withynne her

to caufe her to cheryfOie me / And thenne flialle I do my true

parte that ye fhalle not faylle to haue the loue of her 20

C Capitulum yyiij

mNd
there with fyr Gawayne plyghte his trouthe vn-

to fyr Pelleas to be true and feythful vnto hym /
foo

eche one plyghte their trouthe to other /
and foo they chaunged

horfes and harneis
/
and fire Gawayn departed / and came to

the cafbel where as ftoode the pauelions of this lady withoute 25

the yate /
And as foone as Ettard had afpyed fyr Gawayn

flie fledde in toward the caftel / fyr Gawayn fpak on hyghe /

and badde her ab}de /
for he was not fyre Pelleas / I am ano-

ther knyghte that haue flayne fyr Pelleas /
doo of youre hel-

me faid the lady Ettard that I maye fee your vyfage /
And 30

foo whan flie fawe that it was not fyr Pelleas / flie made hym

alyghte / and ledde hym vnto her caftel / and afl-:ed hym feyth-

fully / whether he had flayne r>-r Pelleas /
and he fayd her ye /

and told her his name was fyre gawayn of the courte of ky-

nge Arthur and his fyfler fone / Truly fayd fhe that is grete 35

pyte for he was a paffynge good knyghte of his body / but
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of al men on lyuc 1 haled hym mood:
/

for I coude neuer be

quyte of hym / And for yc hauc flayne hym / I flialle be your
woman and to doo ony thynge that myghte pleafe yow / Soo

fhe made fyr Gawayne good chere
/
Thenne fyr gavvayn fayd

5 that he loued a lady / and by no mcane fhe wold loue hym /

She is to blame fayd Ettard and flie wylle not loue yow /

for ye that be foo wel borne a man and fuchc a man of pro-

weffe
/ there is no lady in the world to good for yow / wylle

ye fa}'d fyre Gawayne promyfe me to doo alle that ye maye
10 by the feythe of youre body to gete me the loue of my lady / ye

fyre fayd fhe
/
and that I promyfe yow by the feythe of my

body / Now fayd fyre Gawayne it is your felf that I loue fo

wel
/ therfore I praye yow hold your promyfe /

I maye not

chefe fayd the lady Ettard / but yf I fhold be forfworne
/
and

15 foo fhe graunted hym to fulfylle alle his defyre /

^ Soo it was thenne in the moneth of May that fhe and fyre

Gawayn wente oute of the caftel and fouped in a pauelione /

and there was made a bedde / and there fyre gawayne and the

lady Ettard wente to bedde to gyders /
and in another pauel-

20 ione fhe layd her damoyfels / and in the thyrd pauelione (he

leyd parte of her knyghtes /
for thenne fhe had no drede of fyr

Pelleas /
And there fyre gawayn lay with her in that pauel-

ione two dayes and two nyghtes / And on the thyrd day in

the mornyng erly fyr Pelleas armed hym / for he hadde neuer

25 flepte f}-n fyr Gawayn departed from hym / for fyr Gawayne
had promyfed hym by the feythe of hys body to come to hym
vnto his pauelione by that pr)-ory within the fpace of a daye
and a nyghte ^ Thenne fyre Pelleas moun-

ted vpon horfbak / and cam to the pauelions that ftode without

30 the caflel / and fonde in the fyrft pauelione thre knyghtes in

thre beddes /
and thre fquyers lyggynge at theire feet / thenne

wente he to the feconde pauelione & fond four gentyl wymmen
lyenge in four beddes /

& thenne he yede to the thyrd pauelion

& fond fyr gawayn lyggyng in bedde with his lady Ettard

35 & eyther clyppyng other in armes
/ and whan he fawe that his

herte wel nyghe brad for forou / & faid Alias that euer a knyit
(hold be founde fo fals / and thene he took his hors & my3t not

abyde no lenger for pure forowe
/ And whanne he hadde ryden
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nyghe half a myle he torned ageyne and thoughte to flee hem
bothe /

And whanne he fawe hem bothe foo lye flepynge fafte /

vnnethe he myght holde hym on horfbak for forowe / and fayd

then to hym felf / though this knyght be neuer foo fals I wyl

neuer flee hym flepynge / For I wylle neuer deftroye the hy- S

gh ordre of knyghthode /
and therwith he departed ageyne

And or he hadde ryden half a myle he retorned ageyne / and

thoughte thenne to flee hem bothe / makynge the gretteft forou

that euer man made /
And whanne he came to the pauelions /

he tayed his hors vnto a tree /
and pulled oute his fwerd na- 10

ked in his hand /
and wente to them there as they lay / and

yet he thought it were fliame to flee them flepynge / and layd

the naked fwerd ouerthwart bothe their throtes
/ and foo to-

oke his hors and rode his awaye

^ And whanne fyre Pelleas came to his pauelions he told '5

his knyghtes and his fquyers how he had fped / and fayd

thus to them for your true and good feru}'fe ye haue done me
I fliall gyue you alle my goodes /

for I wylle goo vnto my
bedde and neuer aryfe vntyl I am dede

/
And whan that I

am dede
/

I charge yow that ye take the herte oute of my body 20

and bere it her betwyxe two fyluer dyffhes / and telle her how

I fawe her lye with the fals knyght Syr Gawayne / Ryght
foo fyr Pelleas vnarmed hym felfe and wente vnto his bedde

makynge merueyllous dole and forowe
/

^ Thenne fyre Gawayne and Ettard awoke of her flepe /
& 25

fonde the naked fwerd ouerthwart theire throtes
/ thenne flie

knewe wel it was fyr Pelleas fwerd
/

Alias fayd flie to fir

Gawayne ye haue bitrayed me and fyr Pelleas bothe
/

for ye

told me ye had flayne hym /
and now I knowe wel it is not

foo he is on lyue /
And yf fyre Pelleas had ben as vncurteis 30

to yow as ye haue ben to hym ye hadde bene a dede knyghte /

but ye h?ue deceyued me and bytrayd me falfly /
that al la-

dyes and damoyfels may beware by yow and me / And ther

with fyr gawayn made hym redy / and wente in to the forefl; /

Soo it happed thenne that the damoyfel of the lake Nymue 35

mette with a knyghte of fyr Pelleas that wente on his foote

in the foreft makyng grete dole / and fhe aflved hym the caufe

And foo the woful knyghte told her how his mayfter and
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lorde was bitraycd thiirgh a knyghtc and a lady /
and how

he w}'ll ncuer aryfe oute of his bed tyl he be dede / Brynge me
to hym fayd flie anone /

and I wyl waraunt his lyf he fhal

not dye for loue /
and flie that hath caufed hym fo to loue

/ fhe

5 flialle be in as euyl plyte as he is or it be long to / for it is no

loy of fuche a prowde lady that wylle haue no mercy of fuche

a valyaunt knyght / anone that kny3te broughte her vnto hym
And whan flie fawe hym lye in his bedde /

flie thoughte fiie fa-

wc neuer fo lykely a knyght / and ther with flie threwe an en-

10 chauntement vpon hym / and he felle on flepe / And ther why-
le file rode vnto the lady Ettard

/
and charged no man to a-

wake hym tyl fhe came ageyne / Soo within two houres flie

broughte the lady Ettard thydder / and both ladyes fonde hym
on flepe / loo fayd the damoyfel of the lake ye oughte to be aflia-

15 med for to murdre fuche a knyght /
And therwith flie threwe

fuche an enchauntement vpon her that flie loued hym fore
/ that

wel nyghe flie was oute of her mynde / O lord Ihefu faide the

lady Ettard /
how is it befallen vnto me / that I loue now h}'m

that I haue niooft hated of ony man alyue / that is the ryght

20 wys lugement of god fayd the damoyfel / And thenne anone

fyr Pelleas awaked and loked vpon Ettard / And whan he

fawe her
/
he kncwe her

/
& thene he hated her more than ony wo-

man alyue /
and faid awey traitreffe come neuer in mj' fyi^t

And whan flie herd ]i\'m fay fo / fhe weptc and made grete fo-

25 rou oute of mefure

C Capitulum yyiiij

SYre
knyghht Pelleas fayd the damoyfel of the lake / ta-

ke your hors / and come forthe with me oute of this co-

untrey /
and ye flial loue a lady that flial loue yow / I wylle

wel faid fyr Pelleas / for this lady Ettard hath done me gre-

30 te defpyte and fliame / and there he told her the begynnynge
and endynge /

And how he had purpofed neuer to haue aryfen

tyll that he hadde ben dede / And now fuche grace god hath fente

me /
that I hate her as moche as euer I loued her thanked

be our lord Ihefus / Thanke me fayde the damoyfel of the lake
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anone fyre Pellas armed hym and tooke his hors and com-

maunded his men to brynge after his pauelions and his

ftuffe where the damoyfel of the lake wold affigne / foo the la-

dy Ettard dyed for forowe / and the damoyfel of the lake re-

ioyfed fyr Pellas and loued to gyders dur>'nge their lyf da-

yes

C Capitulum yyv

mOw
torne we vnto fyr Marhaus that rode with the da-

moyfel of XXX wynter of age fouthard
/
and foo thej-

cam in to a depe foreft /
and by fortune they were ny^-

ted /
and rode longe in a depe way /

and at the laft they came lo

vnto the courtelage /
and there they afked herborow / but the ma

of the courtelage wold not lodge them for no treatyce that they

coude treate /
but thus moche the good man fayd /

and ye will

take the aducnture of youre lodgyng / I ihal brynge you there

ye flialle be lodged /
what auenture is that that I fhal haue

/ 15

for my lodgynge fayd fyr Marhaus / ye flialle wete whan ye

come there fayd the good man / fyr what auenture fo it be bryng

me thyder I pray the fayd fyr Marhaus /
for I am wery / my

damoyfel and my hors / So the good man wente and opened

the gate /
and within an houre he broughte hym vnto a fayre ;o

caftel / and thenne the poure man called the porter / and anon

he was lete in to the cartel / & foo he told the lord how he brou^t

hym a knyght erraunt and a damoyfel that wold be lodged

with hym /
lete hym in faid the lord

/
it may happen he flialle re-

pente that they toke their lodgyng here / So fyr Marhaus was 25

lete in with torche lyghte / and there was a goodely fyghte of

yonge men that welcomed hym /
And thenne his hors was

ledde in to the ftable /
and he and the damoyfel were broughte

in to the halle / and there ftode a myghty duke and many go-

odely men about hym /
thene this lord aflccd hym what he hy- 30

glite / and fro whens he cam /
and with whome he dwelt

/ fyre

he faid I am a knyghte of kynge Nrthurs and knyght of the

table round / and my name is fyre Marhaus / and borne I

am in Irland
/
And thenne fayd the duke to hym / that me

fore repenteth / the caufe is this / for I loue not thy lord
/
nor 35
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none of thy felawes of the table round /
And therfor cafe thy

felf this nyghte as wel as thow mayft /
for as to morne I &

my fixe fonnes flial matche with yow /
Is thcr no remedy but

that I muft haue a doo with yow and your vj fones at ones

5 fa\-d fyr Marhaus
/
No fayd the duke for this caufe I maade

myn auowe / for fyr gawayne flewe my feuen fonnes in a re-

counter / therfore I made myn auowe / there fliold neuer kny^t

of kyngc Arthurs court lodge with me or come there as I my-

ght haue adoo with hym / but that I wold haue a reuengyng
10 of my fonnes dethe

/
what is your name faid fyr Marhaus I

requyre yow telle me and it pleafe yow / wetc thow wel I am
the duke of fouth marchys /

A fayd fir Marhaus I haue herd

faj-e that \e haue ben longc tyme a grete foo vnto my lord ar-

thur and to his Icnyghtes /
that flialle )-e fele to morne faid the

'5 duke /
Shalle I haue adoo with yow fayd fyr Marhaus

/ ye

fayd the duke
/
therof flialt thow not chefe

/
and therfore take

yow to your chambre and ye flialle haue all that to yow lon-

geth / So fyr Marhaus departed and was led to a chamber j

and his damojfel was led vnto her chamber
/
And on the morn

20 the duke fente vnto fyre Marhaus and bad make hym redy /

And fo fyr Marhaus arofe and armed hym /
and thenne ther

was a maffe fonge afore hym and brake his faft / and fo moo-

ted on horfback in the courte of the cartel there they fliold doo

the batail / So ther was the duke al redy on horfbak clene ar-

25 med and his fyxe fonnes by hym / and eueryche had a fpere

in his hand
/
and foo they encountred where as the duke and

his two fones brak theyr fperes vpon hym /
but fir Marhaus

helde vp his fperc and touched none of them /

C Capitulum yyvj

"TV1 I Henne cam the foure fones by couple / and two of them

^^J^ brake their fperes / and foo dyd the other two / And
alle this whyle fyre marhaus touched hem not / Thenne fir mar-

haus . ranne to the duke
/
and fmote hym with his fpere that

hors and man felle to the erthe
/
And fo he ferued his fones /

And thenne fyr Marhaus alyghte doune and bad the duke

[leaf 77 veno]



3E00i! tV>.] [
1 55 ] [Cbap. jivi.

yelde hym or els he wold flee hym /
And thenne fome of his

fones recouerd /
and wold haue fet vpon fyr Marhaus / then-

ne fyr Marhaus fayd to the duke feace thy fones or els I will

doo the vttermeft to yow all / Thenne the duke fawe he myghte
not efcape the deth he cryed to his fones and charged them to

5

yelde them to fyr Marhaus / And they kneled al doune
/ and

put the pomels of theire fwerdes to the knyght / and foo he re-

ceyued them
/
And thenne they halp vp their fader

/ and foo

by their comynal affente promyfed to fyr Marhaus neuer to be

foes vnto kynge Arthur
/
and therupon at whytfontyde after 10

to come he and his fones and putte them in the kynges grace

Thenne fjT Marhaus departed and within two dayes his da-

moyfel brought hym where as was a grete tornement that the

lady de Vawfe had cryed /
And who that dyd beft fliold ha-

ue a ryche ferklet of gold worthe a thoufand befauntes
/ And 15

there fyr Marhaus dyd fo nobly that he was renomed
/ & had

fomtyme doune fourty knyghtes /
and foo the ferklet of gold

was rewarded hym / Thenne he departed fro them with grete

worfliip /
And foo within feuen nyghtes his damoyfel brought

hym to an erles place /
his name was the erle Fergus / that af- 20

ter was fyre Tryftrams knyghte / and this Erie was but a

yonge man /
and late come in to his landes / and there was a

gyant faft by hym that hy5te Taulurd / and he had another

broder in Cornewaille that hyghte Taulas that fyr Tryftram

flevve whanne he was oute of hys mynde / So this Erie maade 25

his complaynte vnto fyre Marhaus that there was a gyaunt

by hym that deftroyed al his londes /
& how he durft nowhere

ryde nor goo for hym / Syr fayd the knyghte whether vfeth he

to fyghte on horfl^ak or on foote / nay fayd the erle there maye
no hors here hym / Wei faid fyr marhaus thenne wille I fygh- 30

te with hym on foote / Soo on the morne fyr Marhaus prayd

the erle *hat one of his men myghte brynge hym where as the

gyaut was / and fo he was / for he fawe hym fytte vnder a tree

of hoolly /
and many clubbes of Iron and gyfarms about hym

Soo thys knyghte dreffid hym to the gyant puttyng his fheld 35

afore hym /
and the gyant toke an Iron clubbe in his hande / &

at the fyrfte flroke he clafe fyre Marhaus flielde in
ij pyeces /

And there he was in grete peryl / for the gyant was a wyly
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f)-ghtcr / but atte laft fyr Marhaus fmote of his ryght arme

aboue the clbowe / thene the gyant fledde and the knyght after

hym /
and foo he drofc hym in to a water / but the gyant was

foo hyghe that he myghte not wade after hym / And thenne fir

S Marhaus made the erle Fergus man to fetche hym ftones / &
with tlio fliones the knyghte gaf the gyaunt many fore knoc-

kes / t>-l at the laft he made hym falle doune in to the water
/ &

fo was he there dede /
thene fyr Marhaus wete vnto the gyants

caftel /
and there he delyuerd xxiiij ladyes and twelue kny}-

10 tes oute of the gyants pryfon /
and there he had grete rycheffe

withoute nombre /
foo that the dayes of his lyf he was neuer

poure man / thenne he retorned to the erle Fergus / the whiche

thanked hym gretely /
and wold haue gyuen hym half his Ifi-

des but he wold none take
/ Soo fjr Marhaus dwellyd with

IS the erle nyghe half a yere / for he was fore bryfed with the gy-

aunt /
and at the lafte he took his leue / And as he rode by the

way / he mette with fyr gawayne and fyr Vvvayne / and fo by
aduenture he mette with foure knyghtes of Arthurs courte

/

the fyrfl was fyr Sagramore defyrus / fyr Ozanna
/ fyr Do-

20 dynas le faueage / and fyre felot of lyftynoyfe / and there fyr

Marhaus with one fpere fmote doune thefe foure knyghtes /

and hurte them fore / Soo he departed to mete at his day afore

fette

C Capitulum yyvij

mOw tourne we vnto fyr Vwayne that rode weflwarde

with his damoyfel of thre fcore wj-nter of age / and

flie broughte hym there as was a turnement nyghe the marche

of walys / and at that tornement fyre Vwayne fmote doune

XXX knyghtes / therfore was gyuen hym the pryfe / and that

was a gerfaukon / and a whyte ftede trapped with clothe of

30 gold / Soo thenne fyr Vwayn dyd many ftraunge aucnturcs

by the meanes of the old damoyfel / and fo fhe broughte hym
to a lady that was called the lady of the roche / the which was

moche curtois / So there were in the countrey two kny3tes that

were bretheren /
and they were called two peryllous knygh-

35 tes / the one knyghte hyght fyre Edward of the reed caftel / &
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the other fyr Hue of the reed cartel /
And thefe two bretheren

had diflieryted the lady of the roche of a Baronry of landes

by their extorfion /
And as this kny5t was lodged with this

lady flie made her compleynt to hym of thefe two knyghtes /

Madame fayd fyr Vwayne / they are to blame /
for they doo a- s

geynft the hyghe ordre of knyghthode & the othe that they ma-

de /
And yf hit lyke yow I wille fpeke with hem by caufe I

am a knyghte of kynge Arthurs / and I wylle entrete them

with fayreneffe /
And yf they wylle not I flialle doo bataillc

with them and in the deffenfe of youre ryghte / gramercy fayd lo

the lady / and there as I maye not acquyte yow / god ilialle /

Soo on the morne the two knyghtes were fente for / that they

fliold come thyder to fpeke with the lady of the roche / and we-

te ye wel they fayled not / for they cam with an C hors
/ But

whan this lady fawe them in this maner foo bygge /
Hie wold 15

not fuffre fyr Vwayne to goo oute to them vpon no furete ne

for no fayr langage / but flie made hym fpeke with them ouer a

toure / but fynally thefe two bretheren wold not be entreated

and anfuerd that they wold kepe that they had / wel faid fyr

Vwayne /
thenne wylle I fyghte with one of yow / and pre- 20

ue that ye doo this lady wronge / that wille we not faid they

For and we doo bataille we two wyl fyghte with one kny3t

at ones /
and therfore yf ye wille fyghte foo we wille be redy

at what houre ye wille affigne / And yf ye wynne vs in bata-

ille the lady Ihal haue her landes ageyne / ye fay wel fayd fir 25

Vwayne / therfor make yow redy fo that ye be here to morne in

the defence of the ladyes ryght

C Capitulum yyviij

So was there fykerneffe made on both partyes that no

treafon fliold be wrought on neyther partye / foo thenne

the knyghtes departed and made hem redy / and that nyghte 30

fyr Vwayn had grete chcre / And on the morne he arofe erly

and herd maffe and brake his fail /
and foo he rode vnto the

playn withoute the gates where houed the two bretheren a-

bydynge hym / Soo they rode to gyders paffynge fore that fyre

Edward and fyr Hue brake their fperes vpon fyr Vwayne 35
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And fyr Vwayne fmote fyre Edward that he fellc ouer his

hors and yet his fpere braft not / And thenne he fpored his

hors and came vpoii fyr Hue and ouerthrewe hym / but they

foone recouerd and dreffid their flieldes and drewe their fuer-

5 des and bad fyre Vwayne alyghte and doo his bataill to the

vttermeft / Thenne fyr Vwayn deuoyded his hors fodenly / &

put his fhelde afore hym and drewe his fwerde
/ and foo they

dreffyd to gyders and eyther gaf other fuche ftrokes / & there

thefe two bretheren wounded fyr Vwayne paffyng greuoufly

10 that the lady of the roche wende he fhold haue dyed ] And thus

they fought to gyders fyue houres as men raged oute of rea-

fon / And at the lafte fyr Vwayne fmote fyre Edward vpon
the helme fuche a ftroke that his fwerd kerued vnto his canel-

bone / and thenne fyr Hue abated his courage / but fyr Vwa-

ij yn preffed faft to haue flayne hym / That fawe fyr Hue he kne-

led doune and yelde hym to fyr Vwayne and he of his gentil-

neffe receyued his fwerd and took hym by the hand & went

in to the caftel to gyders /
thenne the lady of the roche was paf-

fyng glad and the other broder made grete forowe for his bro-

20 ders dethe / thenne the lady was reftored of al her landes / and

fyr Hue was commaunded to be at the Courte of kynge Ar-

thur at the next feeft of penthecofl / So fir Vwayn dwelt with

the lady nyghe half a yere / for it was longe or he myghte be ho-

le of his grete hurtes / and foo whan it drewe nygh the terme

25 day that fyr gawayn fyr Marhaus and fyre Vwayne fhold

mete at the croffe way / thenne euery knyght drewe hym thy-

der to holde his promyfe that they had made / & fyr Marhaus

and fyr Vwayne broughte their damoyfels with them / but fir

Gawayn had loft his damoyfel as it is afore reherced

Capitulum yyiy

30 WW.^ Yght foo at the twelue monethes ende they mette alle

thre knyghtes at the fontayne and their damoifels but

the damoyfel that fyr gawayn had coude faye but lytel wor-

fhip of hym / foo they departed from the damoyfels and roode

1R
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thurgh a grete foreft / and there they mette with a mcffager
that cam fro kynge Arthur that foughte them wel nyhe a

xij moneth thorou outc al Englond / walys and Scotland /

and charged yf euer he niyght fynde fyre Gawayn and fyre

Vwayn to brynge hem to the courte ageyne / And thenne we- 5

re they al gladde / and foo prayd they fyre Marhaus to ryde
with hem to the kynges courte / And foo within twelue dayes

they cam to Camelot / and the kynge was paffyng glad of the-

ir comynge and foo was alle the Courte / thenne the kyng ma-

de hem to fwere vpon a book to telle hym alle theire aduentures 10

that had befalle hem that twelue monethe and foo they dyd /

And there was fir Marhaus wel knowen
/ for ther were kny-

ghtes that he had matched afore tyme / and he was named o-

ne of the beft knyghtes lyuyng / Ageyne the feeft of pentecoft

cam the damoyfel of the lake and broughte with hir fyr Pelle- 15

as / and at that hyhe feeft there was grete luftyngc of knygh-
tes

/
and of al knyghtes that were at that luftes / fyr Pclle-

as had the pryfe / and fyr Marhaus was named the next / but

fyr Pelleas was foo ftronge / there myght but fewe knyghtes

fytte hym a buffet with a fpere / And at that next feeft fir pel- 20

leas and fyr marhaus were made knyghtes of the table roud

For there were two feges voyde / for two knyghtes were flayn

that twelue moneth
/
and grete ioye had kynge Arthur of fire

Pelleas and of fire Marhaus
/ but Pelleas loucd neuer after

fire Gawayne but as he fpared hym for the loue of kyng ar- 25

thur / But oftymes at luftes and turnementes fire Pelleas

quyte fire Gawayn /
for fo it reherceth in the book of Frenffhe /

Soo fire Tryftram many dayes after faughte with fire Mar-

haus in an yland / and there they dyd a grete bataylle / but at

the laft fire Tryftram flewe hym / foo fire Tryftram was wou- 30

ded that vnnethe he myght recouer and lay at a nonnery halfe

a yere / and fire Pelleas was a worfhipful knyghte / & was o-

ne of the four that cncheued the fancgreal / and the damoyfel of

the lake made by her meanes that neuer he had adoo with fire

launcelot de lake / for where fire launcelot was at ony luftes / 35

or ony tornement /
flie wold not fuffre hym be there that daye /

but yf it were on the fyde of fire launcelot /
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C lE.rplicit Ubcr ciuartuo

C 3ncipit Iit>cr quintus

Ilaniie kyng Arthur had after longe werre re-

lied
/

and helde a Ryal feerte and table rounde

with his alyes of kynges / prynces / and noble

knyghtes all of the round table / there came in to

his halle he fyttynge in his throne Ryal xij au-

cycn men / berynge eche of them a braunche of Olyue in token

that they cam as Embaffatours and meffagers fro the Empe-
rour Lucyus / whiche was called at that tyme / Diclatour or

procurour of the publyke wele of Rome / whiche fayde meffa-

lo gers after their entryng & comyng in to the prefence of kynge
Arthur dyd to hym theyr obeyffauce in makyng to hym reue-

rence faid to hym in this wyfe / The hyghe & myghty Emperour

Lucyus fendeth to the kyng of Bretayne gretyng / comaudyng
the to knouleche hym for thy lord / and to fende hym the trua-

15 ge due of this Royamme vnto thempyre / whiche thy fader and

other to fore thy preceffours haue paid as is of record / And
thou as rebelle not knowynge hym as thy fouerayne withhol-

deft and reteyneft contrary to the ftatutes and decrees maade

by the noble and worthy lulius Cezar conquerour of this

20 Royame / and fyrft Emperour of Rome / and yf thou refufe

his demaunde and commaundement / knowe thou for certayne

that he flial make ftronge werre ageynft the / thy Royames &
londes

/
and fhall chaftyfe the and thy fubgettys / that it fhal be

enfamble perpetuel vnto alle kynges and prynces / for to denye

25 their truage vnto that noble empyre whiche domyneth vpon the

vnyuerfal world
/
Thenne whan they had fliewed theffecte of

their meffage / the kyng commaunded them to withdrawe them

And faid he fhold take auyce of counceylle and gyue to them

an anfuere
/
Thenne fomme of the yonge knyghtes hcryng this

30 their meffage wold haue ronne on them to haue flayne them

fayenge that it was a rebuke to alle the knyghtes there beyng

prefent to fuffre them to faye fo to the kynge / And anone the
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kynge commaunded that none of them vpon payne of dethe to

myffaye them ne doo them ony harme
/
and commanded a kny-

ghte to brynge them to their lodgynge / and fee that they haue

alle that is neceffary and requyfyte for them / with the beft che-

re / and that noo deyntee be fpared / For the Romayns ben gre- 5

te lordes / and though theyr meffage pleafe me not ne my court

yet I muft remembre myn honour / ^ After this the kyng le-

te calle alle his lordes and knyghtes of the round table to co-

unceyl vpon this mater / and defyred them to faye theire ad-

uys / thenne fyr Cador of Cornewaile fpacke fyrfte and fayd lo

Syre this meffage lyketh me wel / for we haue many dayes re-

fted vs and haue ben ydle /
and now I hope ye flialle make

fharp warre on the Romayns whtre I doubte not we flial ge-

te honour / I byleue wel fayd Arthur that this mater pleafeth

the wel / but thefe anfuers may not be anfuerd / for the dema- 15

unde greueth me fore / For truly I wyl neuer paye truage to

Rome / wherfore I pray yow to counceylle me / I haue vnder-

ftande that Bellinus and Brenius kynges of Bretayne ha-

ue had thempyre in their handes many dayes / And alfo Con-

flantyn the fone of Heleyne / whiche is an open euydence that 20

we owe noo trybute to Rome / but of ryght we that ben def-

cended of them haue ryght to clayme the tytle of thempyre /

C Capitulum Secundum

/ I Henne anfuerd kynge Anguyffhe of Scotland / Syr

^^ll^ ye oughte of ryght to be aboue al other kynges / for

vnto yow is none lyke ne pareylle in Cryftendome /
of kny5t- 25

hode ne of dygnyte / & I counceylleyou neucr to obey the Ro-

mayns / for whan they regned on vs / they deftreffyd oure el-

ders / and putte this land to grete extorcions & taylles / wher-

fore I make here myn auowe to auenge me on them / and for

to ftrengthe youre quarel I flial furnyflhe xy M good men 30

of warre and wage them on my coftes /
whiche flial awayte

on yow with my fclf whan it flial pleafe yow / and the kyng
of lytel Bretayne graunted hym to the fame xxx M / wher-

for kynge Arthur thanked them / And thenne euery man
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agreed to make warre / and to aydc after their power / that is

to wete the lord of weftwalis promyfed to brynge xxx M men

And fyr Vwayne / fyre Ider his fone with their cofyns pro-

myfed to brynge xxx M / thenne fyre launcelot with alle other

5 promyfed in lyke wyfe euery man a grctc multytude / ^ And
whan kynge Arthur vnderftood theire courages and good

wylles / he thanked them hertely / and after lete calle thembaf-

fatours to here theire anfuere / And in prcfence of alle his lor-

des and knyghtes he fayd to them in thys wyfe / I wylle that

lo ye retorne vnto your lord and procurour of the comyn wele for

the Romayns / and faye ye to hym Of his demaunde and com-

maundement I fette nothyng /
And that I knowe of no tru-

age ne trybute that I owe to hym / ne to none erthely prynce /

Cryften ne hethen / but I pretende to haue and occupye the fo-

15 ueraynte of thempyre /
wherin I am entytled by the ryght of

my predeceffours fomtyme kynges of this lond / and faye to

hym that I am delybered and fully concluded to goo wyth

myn armye with ftrengthe and power vnto Rome by the gra-

ce of god to take poffeffion in thempyre / and fubdue them that

20 ben rebelle / wherfore I commaunde hym and alle them of Ro-

me that incontynent they make to me their homage or to knou-

leche me for their Emperour and gouernour vpon payne that

fhal enfiewe
/
And thenne he commaunded his treforer to gy-

ue to them grete and large yeftes /
and to paye alle theyr dif-

25 pencys / and affygned fyre Cador to conueye them oute of the

land / and foo they took theire leue and departed / and tooke

theyr fliyppynge at Sandwyche / and paffed forthe by flaun-

drys / Almayn / the montayns / and all ytalye vntyl they cam
vnto Lucius /

And after the reuerence made / they made relacy-

30 on of their anfuer lyke as ye to fore haue herd / whan thempe-
rour Lucyus had wel vnderftonde theyre credence / he was fore

meued as he had ben al araged / & fayd / I had fuppofed that

Arthur wold haue obeyed to my commaundement
/ and haue

ferued yow hym felf / as hym wel byfemed or ony other kyng
35 to doo

/ O fyre fayd one of the fenatours late be fuche vayn wor-

des
/ for we late yow wete that I and my felawes were ful

fore aferd to beholde his countenaunce
/

I fere me ye haue made
a rodde for your felf

/
for he entendeth to be lord of this empyre
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whiche fore is to be doubted yf he come / for he is al another ma
than ye wene / and holdeth the mofl: noble courte of the world

alle other kynges ne prynces maye not compare vnto his no-

ble mayntene / On nevve yeres daye we fawe hym in his eftate

whiche was the ryalleft that euer we fawe
/

for he was ferued 5

at his table with ix kynges /
and the nobleft felaufhip of other

prynces lordes and knyghtes that ben in the world / and eue-

ry knyghte approued and lyke a lord and holdeth table roud

And in his perfone the mooft manly man that lyueth / and is

lyke to conquere alle the world / for vnto his courage it is to 10

lytel / wherfore I aduyfe yow to kepe wel youre marches and

ftraytes in the montayns / For certaynly he is a lord to be do-

ubted / Wel fayd Lucius bifore Eefter I fuppofe to paffe the

moutayns and foo forth in to fraunce / and there byreue hym
his londes with laneweyes and other myghty warryours of 'S

Tufkane and lombardye / And I fliall fende for them all that

ben fubgettys and alyed to thcpyre of Rome to come to myn
ayde / and forthwith fente old wyfe knyghtes vnto thefe coun-

trayes folowynge / fyrfle to ambage and arrage / to Alyfaun-

drye / to ynde . to hermonye / where as the ryuer of Eufrates ren- :;o

neth in to Afye / to Auffryke / and Europe the large / to erta-

yne and Elamye to Arabye / Egypte and to damaflce / to da-

myete and Cayer / to Capadoce / to tarce
/ Turkye / pounce / and

pampoylle / to Surrye and gallacye / And alle thefe were fub-

gette to Rome and many moo / as Grece / Cypres / Macydone 25

Calabre / Cateland / portyngale with many thoufandes of fpay-

nardys / Thus alle thefe kynges / dukes / and admyrals affem-

bled aboute Rome with xvj kynges attones with grete mul-

tytude of peple / whan themperour vnderftood their comyng / he

made redy his Romayns /
and alle the people bytwene hym & 3°

Flaundres ^ Alfo he hadde goten wyth

hym fyfty Geaunts whiche had ben engendred of fendys

And they were ordeyned to garde his perfone / and to breke

the frounte of the bataylle of kynge Arthur
/

And thus departed fro Rome and came doune the montayns o5

for to deftroye the londes that Arthur had conquerd and cam

vnto Coleyne /
and byfeged a Cartel there by / and wanne it

foone and (luffed hit with two honderd farafyns or Infydelcs

[leaf 82] i j



SJoohv.] [ 164 ] [Obap. f«.

and after deflroyed many fayr countrees / whiche Arthur had

wonne of k-yng Claudas / And thus Luiiius cam with alle

his hooft whicho were difperplyd Ix myle in brede / and com-

maunded them to mete with hym in Eurgoync / for he purpo-

5 fed to deftroye the Royame of lytyl Bretayne /

Capitulo tercio

IH-^-l Ow leue we of Lucius the emperour and fpeke we of

H ^rkynge Arthur / that commaunded alle them of his re-

tenue to be redy atte vtas of hyllary for to holde a parlement

at yorke / And at that parlement was concluded to arefte alle

10 the nauye of the iond and to be redy within xv dayes at fand-

wyche / and there he fliewed to his armye how he purpofed to

conquere thempyre whiche he ought to haue of ryght / And the-

re he ordeyned two gouernours of his Royame that is to fay

Syre Bawdewyn of Bretayne for to counceille to the beft and

IS fyr Conftantyn fone to fyre Cador of Cornewaylle /
whiche af-

ter the dethe of Arthur was kyng of this Royamme / And in

the prefence of alle his lordes he refyned the rule of the roya-

me and Gweneuer his quene to them / wherfore fyre launcelot

was wrothe /
for he lefte fyre Tryftram with kynge marke for

20 the loue of beal Ifoulde / Thenne the quene Gweneuer made gre-

te forowe for the departynge of her lord and other / and fwou-

ned in fuche wyfe that the ladyes bare her in to her chambre

Thus the kyng with his grete armye departed leuyng the que-

ne and Royamme in the gouernaunce of fyre Bawduyn and

25 Conftantyn / And whan he was on his hors / he fayd with an

hyhe voys yf I dye in this iourney I wyl that fyre Conftan-

tyn be myn heyer and kyng crowned of this royame as next

of my blood
/
And after departed and entred in to the fee atte

Sandwyche with alle his armye with a greete multitude of

30 fliyppes / galeyes / Cogges / and dromoundes / fayllynge on the

fee/
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C Capitulum iiij

-^-1 Nd as the kyng laye in his caban in the fliyp /
he fyll

/%^^in a flomerynge and dremed a merueyllous dreme /

hym femed that a drcdeful dragon dyd drowne moche of his

peple / and he cam fleynge oute of the weft:
/ and his hede was

enameled with afure / and his fholders fhone as gold /
his be- 5

ly lyke maylles of a merueyllous hewe / his taylle ful of tat-

ters / his feet ful of fyne fable / & his clawes lyke fyne gold

And an hydous flamme of fyre flewe oute of his mouthe /

lyke as the londe and water had flammed all of fyre / After

hym femed there came oute of thoryent / a grymly bore al blak 10

in a clowde / and his pawes as bygge as a poft / he was rug-

ged lokynge roughly / he was the fouleft beeft that euer man
fawe / he rored and romed foo hydoufiy that it were mcrueill

to here
/ Thenne the dredeful dragon auaunced hym and cam in

the wynde lyke a fawcon gyuynge grete ftrokes on the bore
/ 15

and the bore hytte hym ageyne with his grydy tufkes
/ that

his breft was al blody /
and that the hote blood made alle the

fee reed of his blood /

Thenne the dragon flewe awey al on an hey5te / and come dou-

ne with fuche a fwough and fmote the bore on the rydge whi- 20

che was x foote large fro the hede to the taylle / and fmote the

bore all to powdre bothe flefflie and bonys /
that it flutteryd al

abrode on the fee / And therwith the kynge awoke anone / and

was fore abaffhed of this dreme / And fente anone for a wyfe

philofopher / commaundynge to telle hym the fygnyfycacion of 25

his dreme / Syre fayd the philofopher / the dragon that thow

dremedeft of / betokeneth thyn owne perfone that faylleft here / &
the colour: of his wynges ben thy Royames that thow hafte

wonne / And his taylle whiche is al to tatterd fygnefyeth the

noble knyghtes of the round table ^ And the 30

bore that the dragon flough comyng fro the clowdes /
betokeneth

fome tyraunt that tormenteth the peple /
or else thow arte lyke

to fyghte with fomme Geaunt thy felf / beynge horryble and ab-

homynable whoos pere ye fawe neuer in your dayes /
wherfore
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of this dredeful dreme doubte the no thynge /
but as a Con-

querour come forth thy fcif /
Thenne after this foone they had

fyghte of londe and faylled tyl they arryued atte Barflete

in Flaundres / and whanne they were there he fond many
5 of his grete lordes redy / as they had ben commaunded to awa-

yte vpon hym

C Capitulum v

,^^1^ Henne came to hym an hufbond man of the countrey /

d \ and told hym how there was in the couiTtre of Con-

^^i^ ftantyn befyde Bretayne a grete gyaunt whiche hadde
10 flayne murthered and deuoured moche peple of the countreye

and had ben fufteyned feuen yere with the children of the co-

myns of that land / in foo moche that alle the children ben alle

flayne and deftroyed / and now late he hath taken the ducheffe

of Bretayne as flie rode by with her meyne / and hath ledde her

'5 to his lodg)'nge whiche is in a montaj'ne for to rauyffhe and

lye by her to her lyues ende / and many people folowed her

moo than v C / but alle they myghte not refcowe her
/
but they

lefte her flir}-kyng and crj-enge lamentably / wherfore I fup-

pofe that he hath flayn her in fulfyllynge his fowle luft of le-

2o chery / She was wyf vnto thy Cofyn fyre Howel / whome we
calle ful nyhe of thy blood / Now as thow a r>'ghtful kynge
haue pyte on this lady / and reuenge vs al as thow arte a no-

ble conquerour / ^ Alas fayd kynge Arthur / this is a grete

mefchyef / I had leuer than the beft Royame that I haue
/

25 that I hadde ben a forlonge way to fore hym for to haue refco-

wed that lady / ^ Now felawe fa>-d kj'nge

Arthur canft thou brynge me there as thys gyaunt haunteth
/

ye fyre fayd the good man
/
loo yonder where as thow feeft the

two grete fyres / there fhalt thou fynde hym /
and more trefour

30 than I fuppofe is in al Fraunce / whanne the kynge hadde vn-

derftanden this pyteous caas / he retorned in to his tente
/

^ Thenne he callyd to hym fyre kaye and fyre Bedewere / &
commaunded them fecretely to make redy hors and harneis for

hym felf and them tweyne /
For after euenfonge he wold

35 ryde on pylgremage with them two only vnto faynt Mychels
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mounte / And thenne anone he maad hym redy / and armed

hym at alle poyntes /
and tooke his hors and his flield /

And foo they thre departed thens and rode forthe as fade as

euer they my^t tyl that they cam to the forlond of that mount

And there they alyghted / and the kynge commaunded them 5

to tarye there /
for he wold hym felf goo vp in to that mounte

And foo he afcendcd up in to that hylle tyl he came to a grete

fyre / and there he fonde a careful wydowe wrjmgjmge her han-

dcs and makyng grete forowe fyttynge by a graue newe ma-

de / And thenne kynge Arthur falewed her
/
and demaunded 10

of her wherfore flie made fuche lamentacion / to whome fhe an-

fuerd and fayd Syre knyghte fpeke fofte /
for yonder is a de-

uyll yf he here the fpeke / he wylle come and deftroye the / I

hold the vnhappy what doft thow here in this mountayne /

For yf ye were fuche fyfty as ye be / ye were not able to ma- 15

ke refyftence ageynft this deuyl / here lyeth a duchcffe deede the

whiche was the fayreft of alle the world wyf to fyre Howel
/

due of Bretayne /
he hath murthred her in forcynge her / and

has flytte her vnto the nauyl / ^ Dame faj-d the kynge / I

came fro the noble Conqueroure kynge Arthur for to treate 20

with that tyraunt for his lyege peple / Fy on fuche treatys fa-

yd file
/
he fetteth not by the kynge ne by no man els / But

and yf thou haue broughtc Arthurs wyf dame Gweneuer
/

he flialle be gladder than thow haddeft gyuen to hym half fra-

unce
/
Beware approche hym not to nygh /

for he hath vaynquyf- 25

filed XV kynges /
and hath maade hym a cote ful of precious

ftones enbrowdred with theyre berdes /
whiche they fente hym

to haue his loue for fauacion of theyr peple at this lafte Cry-

flemaffe
/
And yf thow wylt / fpeke with hym at yonder grete

fyre at fouper /
wel fayd Arthur I v;yll accomplyfflie my mef- 30

fage for al your ferdful wordes / and wente forth by the creaft

of that hylle /
and fawe where he fatte atte fouper gnawynge

on a lymme of a man
/ bekynge his brode lymmes by the fyre

and brecheles /
and thre fayr damoyfels tornynge thre broches

wheron were broched twelue yonge children late borne lyke 35

yonge byrdes ^ Whanne k)-nge Arthur beheld that

pyteous fyjte /
he had grete compaffion on them fo that his hert
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bledde for forowc / and hayled hym fayeng in this wyfe he that

alle the world weldeth gyue the fliorte lyf & fhameful dethe
/

And the deuyl haue thy foule / why hafl: tliow murthred the-

fe yonge Innocent children
/
and murthred this ducheffc

/
Ther-

5 fore aryfe and dreffe the thow gloton / For this day fliall thou

dye of my hand / Thenne the gloton anone ftarte vp and tooke

a grete clubbe in his hand / and fmote at the kynge that his

coronal fylle to the erthe / and the kynge hytte hym ageyn that

he carf his bely and cuttc of his genytours /
that his guttes &

10 his entraylles fylle doune to the ground /
thenne the gyaunt

threwe awey his clubbe /
and caught the kynge in his armes

that he cruffliyd his rybbes / Thenne the thre maydens knelyd

doune and callyd to Cryft for helpe and comforte of Arthur

And thenne Arthur weltred and wrong / that he was other

• 5 whyle vnder and another tyme aboue / And fo weltryng and

walowynge they rolled doune the hylle / tyl they came to the

fee marke
/ and euer as they foo weltred / Arthur fmote hym

with his daggar /
and it fortuned they came to the place / whe-

re as the two knyghtes were and kepte Arthurs hors / then-

20 ne when they fawe the kynge faft in the gyaunts armes / they
came and lofed hym / And thenne the kynge commaunded fyr

kaye to fmyte of the gyaunts hede
/
and to fette it vpon a trun-

cheon of a fpere / and here it to fyre howel
/ and telle hym that

his enemy was flayne / and after late this hede be bounden to

25 a barbycan that alle the peple may fee and behold hit / and go

ye two up to the montayn / and fetche me my flield
/ my fuerd

and the clubbe of yron / And as for the trefour take ye it / for

ye fhalle fynde there good oute of nombre
/
So I haue the ker-

tyl and the clubbe I defyre no more
/
This was the fyerft gy-

30 aunt that euer I mette with
/
fauf one in the mount of Arabe /

whiche I ouercame / but this was gretter and fyerfer / Thenne
the knyghtes fette the clubbe and the kyrtyl / and fome of the

trefour they took to them felf
/
and retorned ageyne to the hod

An3 anone this was knowen thurgh alle the countrcy / wher

35 for the peple came and thanked the kynge / And he fayd a-

geyne yeue the thanke to god / and departe the goodes among
yow /

And after that kynge Arthur fayd and commaunded
his Cofyn howel that he fliold ordeyne for a chirche to be bylded
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on the fame hylle in the worfhip of faynte Mychel / ^ And
on the morne the kynge remeuyd with his grete bataylle / and

came in to Champayne and in a valeye /
and there they pyght

their tentys / and the kynge beynge fet at his dyner /
ther cam

in two meffagers /
of whome that one was Marchal of fraucc s

and fayd to the kyng that themperour was entryd in to fra-

unce /
and had deftroyed a grete parte and was in Burgoyn

and had deftroyed and made grete {laughter of peple & brente

townes and borowes /
wherfor yf thou come not haftely / they

muft yelde vp their bodyes and goodes /
10

C Capitulum fcytum

^^fc^ Henne the kynge dyd doo calle fyre Gawayne / fyre

/ I Borce / fyr Lyonel and fyre Bedewere / and comma-

^^i^ unded them to goo ftrayte to fyre Lucius / and faye ye

to hym that haftely he remeue oute of my land
/ And yf he wil

not / bydde hym make hym redy to bataylle and not diftreffe the 15

poure peple /
Thenne anone thefe noble knyghtes dreffyd them

to horfbak /
And whanne they came to the grene wood / they fa-

we many pauelions fette in a medowe of fylke of dyuerfe co-

lours befyde a ryuer /
And themperours pauelione was in the

myddle with an egle difplayed aboue / To the whiche tente 20

our knyghtes rode toward / and ordeyned fyr Gawayn and

fyre Bors to doo the meffage / And lefte in a buffhement fyre

Lyonel /
and fyre Bedwere /

And thenne fyre Gawayn and

fyr Borce dyd their meffage / and commaunded Lucius in Ar-

thurs name to auoyde his lond /
or fhortly to adreffe hym to ba- 25

taylle /
To whome Lucius anfuerde and fayd ye fhalle retorne

to your lord and faye ye to hym that I fhall fubdue hym and

alle his londes
/
Thenne fyre Gawayn was wrothe and fayde

I hadde leuer than alle Fraunce fyghte ageynft the / and

foo hadde I faide fyr Borce leuer than alle Bretayne or bur- 30

goyne ^ Thenne a knyght named fyre Gaynus

nyghe cofyn to the Emperour fayde / loo how thefe Bretons ben

ful of pryde and booft /
and they bragge as though they bare

up alle the worlde / Thenne fyre Gawayne was fore greued
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with thefe wordes / and pulled oiite his fwcrd and fmotc of

his hede / And thcrwith torned theyr horfcs and rode ouer wa-

ters and thurgh woodes tyl they came to theyre bufnicment /

where as fyr Lyonel and fyr Bedeuer were houyng / The ro-

S mayns folowed faft after on horfbak and on foote ouer a cha-

payn vnto a wood / thenne fyre Boors torned his hors
/ and

fawe a knyghte come faft on / whome he fmote thurgh the bo-

dy with a fpere that he fylle dede doune to the erthe / thenne cam

Callyburne one of the flrengeft of pauye and fmote doun ma-

10 ny of Arthurs knyghtes /
And whan fyr Bors fawe hym do

foo mochc harme he adreffyd toward hym & fmote hym thur}

the breft that he fylle doune dede to the erthe / Thenne fyr Fel-

denak thought to reuenge the dethe of gaynus vpon fyre Ga-

wayn /
but fyre gawayn was ware therof and fmote hym on

15 the hede /
whiche ftroke ftynted not tyl it came to his brefle /

And thenne he retorned and came to his felawes in the buf-

fhement /
And there was a recountre / for the buffhement brake

on the Romayns / and flewe and hewe doune the Romayns
and forced the Romayns to flee and retorne

/ whome the no-

20 ble knyghtes chaced vnto theyr tentes / Thenne the Romayns

gadred more peple / and alfo foote men cam on
/ and ther was

a newe bataille and foo moche peple that fyr Bors and fyr

Berel were taken /
but whan fyre gawayn fawe that / he tooke

with hym fyre Idrus the good knyght and fayd he wold ne-

25 uer fee kynge Arthur but yf he refcued them / and pulled out

galatyn his good fwerd
/
and folowed them that Icdde tho

ij

knyghtes awaye / and he fmote hym that lad fyre Bors
/ and

took fyr Bors fro hym and delyuerd hym to his felawes /

And fyre Idrus in lyke wyfe refcowed fyre Berel / thenne

30 beganne the bataill to be grete that cure kny3tes were in grete

leopardy /
wherfore fyre Gawayn fente to kyng Arthur for fo-

cour and that he hye hym for I am fore wounded / and that

oure pryfoners may paye good oute of nombre
/ And the mef-

fager came to the kyng and told hym his meffage / And anon

35 the kynge dyd doo affemble his armye / but anone or he depar-

ted the pryfoners were comen /
and fyre gawayn and his fe-

lawes gate the felde and put the Romayns to flyght / and af-

ter retorned and came with their felaufhip in fuche wyfe / that
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no man of worfliip was lofte of them / fauf that fyr Gawayn

was fore hurte /
Thenne the kynge dyd do ranfake his woun-

des and comforted hym /
And thus was the begynnynge of

the fyrft iourney of the brytons and Romayns /
and ther we-

re flayne of the Romayns moo than ten thoufand / and grete 5

ioye and myrthe was made that nyghte in the hooft of kynge

Arthur /
And on the morne he fente alle the pryfoners in to pa-

rys vnder the garde of fyre launcelot with many knyghtes &

of fyr Cador

C Capitulum \>i\

mOw torne we to the Emperour of Rome whiche afpy- 10

ed that thefe pryfoners fliold be fente to Parys /
and

anone he fente to leye in a buffhement certayne knyghtes and

prynces with fyxty thoufand men for to refcowe his knygh-

tes and lordes that were pryfoners /
And fo on the morne as

Launcelot and fyre Cador chyuetayns and gouernours of all 15

them that conueyed the pryfoners as they fholde paffe thurgh

a wode fyr Lancelot fente certayne knyghtes tefpye yf ony we-

re in the woodes to lette them / And whanne the faid knyghtes

cam in to the wood /
anone they afpyed and fawe the grete en-

buffhement /
and retorned and told fyr Laucelot that ther lay 20

in a wayte for them thre fcore thoufand Romayns /
And then-

ne fyr Launcelot with fuche knyghtes as he hadde and men of

warre to the nombre of x M put them in araye and met wyth

them and foughte with them manly /
and flewe and dreten-

chid many of the Romayns /
and flewe many knyghtes & ad- 25

myrals of the party of the Romayns and farafyns / ther was

flayne the kynge of lylye and thre grete lordes Aladuke / he-

rawde and heryngdale / but fyr Launcelot fought foo nobly that

no ma.i myght endure a ftroke of his hande / but where he came

he fhewed his proweffe and myght / for he flewe doune ryght 30

on euery fyde /
And the Romayns and farafyns fledde from

hym as the fheep fro the wulf or fro the lyon / and putt them

alle that abode alyue to flyght /
And fo longe they fou3te that

tydynges came to kynge Arthur / And anone he graythed hym
and came to the bataille /

and fawe his knyghtes how they had 35
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vaynquyfflied the bataylle / he cnbraccd them knyght by kny3te
in his armes and faid ye be worthy to welde all your honour

and vvorfliip / there was ncuer k-ynge fauf my felf that had fo

noble knyghtes / Syre fayd Cador there was none of vs fail-

5 led other / but of the proweffe and manhode of fyre Launcclot

were more than wonder to telle
/
and alfo of his cofyns whi-

che dyd that daye many noble feates of werre / And alfo fyre

Cador tolde who of his knyghtes were flayne / as fyr beriel &
other fyr Morys and fyr Maurel two good knyghtes / then-

10 ne the kynge wepte and dryed his eyen with a keuerchyef / &
fayd your courage had nere hand deflroyed yow / For though

ye had retorned ageyne / ye had loft no worfhip / For I calle

hit foly / knyghtes to abyde whan they be ouermatched
/ Nay

fayd Launcelot and the other / For ones (hamed maye neuer

'5 be recouerd

C Capitulum viij

l-^-l Ow leue we kynge Arthur and his noble knyghtes

H ^whiche had wonne the felde
/
and had brought theyre

pryfoners to parys / and fpeke we of a fenatour whiche efca-

ped fro the bataille / and came to Lucius themperour & fayd to

20 hym / Syre emperour I aduyfe the for to withdrawe the
/ what

doft thow here / thow fhalt wynne noo thynge in thefe marches

but grete ftrokes oute of al mefure / For this day one of Ar-

thurs knyghtes was worth in the batayll an honderd of ours

Fy on the fayd Lucius thow fpekeft cowardly /
for thy wor-

25 des greue me more than alle the loffe that I had this day / and

anone he fende forth a kynge whiche hyghte fyr leomye with a

grete armye / and badde hym hye hym faft to fore / and he wold

folowe haftely after / kynge Arthur was warned pryuely / &
fente his peple to Seffoyne / and toke vp the townes & cartels

3° fro the Romayns / Thenne the kyng commaunded fyr Cador to

take the rereward / & to take with hym certayne knyghtes of

the round table / and fyre Launcelot / fyre Bors / fyr kay / fyre

Marrok with fyre Marhaus fhalle awayte on our perfone /

Thus the kynge Arthur difperplyd his hooft in dyuerfe par-

35 tyes /
to thende that his enemyes fhold not efcape / whanne the
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Emperour was entryd in to the vale of Seffoyne / he myghte

fee where kynge Arthur was enbatailled and his baner dyf-

played / and he was byfette round aboute with his enemyes /

that nedes he muft fyghte or yelde hym / for he myght not flee /

But fayd openly vnto the Romayns / fyrs I admonefte you s

that this day ye fyghte and acquyte yow as men
/
and remem-

bre how Rome domyneth and is chyef and hede ouer alle the

erthe and vnyuerfal world / and fuffre not thefe bretons thys

day to abyde ageynfte vs / & ther with he dyd commaunde hys

tropettes to blowe the blody fownes in fuche wyfe that the gro- lo

und trembled and dyndled /
Thenne the batails approuched

and flioue and fhowted on bothe fydes and grete ftrokes were

fmyten on bothe fydes / many men ouerthrowen / hurte / & flayn

and grete valyaunces / proweffes and appertyces of werre we-

re that day fhewed / whiche were ouer long to recounte the no- 15

ble feates of euery man / For they fhold conteyne an hole vo-

lume / But in efpecyal kynge Arthur rode in the bataille ex-

hortynge his knyghtes to doo wel
/
and hym felf dyd as no-

bly with his handes as was poffyble a man to doo / he drewe

oute Excalibur his fwerd / and awayted euer where as the ro- 20

mayns were thyckeft and mooft greued his peple /
and anone

he adreffyd hym on that parte and hewe and flewe doune ry3t

and refcued his peple / and he flewe a grete gyaunt named ga-

lapas / whiche was a man of an huge quantyte and heyghte

he fhorted hym and fmote of bothe his legges by the knees / fa- 25

yenge Now arte thow better of a fyfe to dele with / than thou

were / and after fmote of his hede / there fyre gawayn foughte

nobly and flewe thre admyrales in that bataill / And fo dyd
alle the knyghtes of the round table /

Thus the bataill bitwe-

ne kynge Arthur and Lucius themperour endured longe / Lu- 30

cius had on his fyde many farafyns / whiche were flayn /
and

thus the bataille was grete / and oftfydes that one party was

at a fordele and anone at an afterdele / whiche endured fo longe

tyl at the lafh kyng Arthur afpyed / where Lucius themperour

fought /
and dyd wonder with his owne handes / And anon he 35

rode to hym / And eyther fmote other fyerfly / and atte lafl Lu-

cyus fmote Arthur thwart the vyfage / and gaf hym a large

wound / And whanne kyng Arthur felte hym felf hurte /
anon
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he fmote hym ageyne with Excalibur that it clefte his hede fro

the fomette of his hede / and flyntcd not tyl it cam to his brefle

And thenne themperour fylle doune dede / and there ended his

lyf /
And whan it was knowen that themperour was (layne

5 anone alle the Romayns with all their hooft put them to fly-

ght / and kynge Arthur with alle his knyghtes folowed the

chaas / and flewe doune ryght alle them that they myghte at-

teyne / And thus was the vyctory gyuen to kynge Arthur &
the tryumphe / and there were flayne on the party of Lucius

10 moo than an hondred thoufand / And after kyng Arthur dyd
doo ranfake the dede bodyes / and dyd doo burye them that were

flayne of his retenue euery man accordynge to theftate & de-

gree that he was of / And them that were hurte he lete the fur-

gyens doo ferche their hurtes and woundes / and commaun-

15 ded to fpare no falues ne medecynes tyl they were hole /

Thenne the kyng rode ftrayte to the place where themperour lu-

cius lay dede / and with hym he fond flayne the Sowdan of

Surrey /
the kynge of Egypte and of Ethyope / whiche we-

re two noble kynges with xvij other kynges of dyuerfe regy-

20 ons
/
and alfo fyxty fenatours of Rome al noble men / whome

the kynge dyd do bawme and gomme with many good gom-
mes aromatyk /

and after dyd do cere them in fyxty fold of ce-

red clothe of Sendale / and leyd them in cheftys of leed / by ca-

ufe they fhold not chauffe ne fauoure / and vpon alle thefe bo-

as dyes their fheldes with theire armes and baners were fette / to

thende they fliold be knowen of what country they were
/ and

after he fonde thre Senatours whiche were on lyue to whome
he fayd /

for to faue your lyues I wylle that ye take thefe dede

bodyes / and carye them with yow vnto grete Rome / and pre-

jo fente them to the poteftate on my behalue fhewynge hym my let-

ters
/
and telle them that I in my perfone fhal haftely be atte

Rome /
And I fuppofe the Romayns flialle beware how they

fhal demaunde ony trybute of me / And I commaunde yow to

faye whan ye fhal come to Rome to the poteftate and all the

35 counceylle and Senate /
that I fende to them thefe dede bodyes

for the trybute that they haue demaunded / And yf they be not

content with thefe /
I fhal paye more at my comynge / for other

trybute owe I none / ne none other wylle I paye / And me
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thynketh this fuftyfeth for Bretayne / Irlond and al Alma-

yne with germanye / And ferthermore I charge yow to faye

to them / that I commaunde them vpon payne of theyre hedes ne-

uer to demaundc trybute ne taxe of me ne of my londes

Thenne with this charge and commaundement the thre Sena- 5

tours afore fayd departed with alle the fayd dede bodyes le-

ynge the body of Lucius in a carre couerd with tharmes of the

Empyre al alone / And after alwey two bodyes of kynges in

a charyot /
and thenne the bodyes of Senatours after them

and foo wente toward Rome / and fliewed theyr legacyon & 10

meffage to the poteftate and Senate / recountyng the bataylle

done in Fraunce /
and how the feld was loft and moche peo-

ple & Innumerable flayne / wherfore they aduyfed them in no

wyfe to meue no more warre ageynfte that noble conqueroure

Arthur / For his myght and proweffe is mofh to be doubted '5

feen the noble kynges and grete multytude of knyghtes of

the round table / to whome none erthely prynce may compare /

C Capitulo nono

B'4~l O^v torne we vnto kynge Arthur and his noble kny-H ^ghtes whiche after the grete bataylle acheued ageynfte
the Romayns / entryd in to Lorayne braban and Flaundres 20

and fythen retorned in to hault Almayn / and fo ouer the mo-

tayns in to lombardye / and after in to Tufkane / wherin was
a Cyte / whiche in no wyfe wold yelde them felf ne obeye / wher-

fore kynge Arthur bifeged it / and lay longe aboute hit / and

gaf many affaultes to the Cyte / And they within deffended 25

them valyauntly / Thenne on a tyme the kynge called fyr flo-

rence a knyght / and fayd to hym they lacked vytaylle / and

not ferre from hens ben grete foreftes and woodes / wherin ben

many -^f myn enemyes with moche beftyayl / I wyl that thou

make the redy and goo thyder in foreyeng / and take with the 30

fyr Gawayn my neuew / Syre wyffliard / fyre Clegys / Syre
Cleremond and the Captayn of Cardef with other / & brynge
with yow alle the beefles that ye there can gete / And anone

thefe knyghtes made them redy /
and rode ouer holtys & hyllys

thurgh foreftes and woodes
/ tyl they cam in to a fayr medow 35
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ful of fayre floures and graffe /
And thc/e they refted them &

theyr horfes alio that nyghte / And in the fpryngynge of the

day in the next morne / fyre Gawayn took his hors and ftale

away from his felaufliip to fcke fome aduentures / And anon

S he was ware of a man armed walkynge his hors eafyly by
a wodes fyde / and his fheld laced to his flioldre fyttynge on

a ftronge courfer withoute ony man fauyng to a page berynge a

myghty fpere . The knyght bare in his fheld thre gryfifons of

gold in fable charbuncle the chyef of fyluer / whan fyre Ga-

10 wayn afpyed this gay knyght /
he fewtryd his fpere and rode

ftrayt to hym / and demauded of hym from whens that he was

that other anfuerd and fayd he was of Tufcane /
and dema-

unded of fyre gawayn / what profryft thow proude knyghte

the fo boldly / here geteft thou no praye / thou mayft proue wha

'S thou wylt / for thou flialt be my pryfoner or thou departe /

^ Thenne fayd gawayn / thou auauntefl the gretely and fpe-

kefl proude wordes / I couceylle the for alle thy boost that thou

make the redy / and take thy gere to the / to fore gretter grame
falle to the

C Capitulum y

"TV
20 # \ Henne they took theyr fperes and ranne eche at other

^^j^ with alle the myghte they had / and fmote eche other

thurgh their fheldes in to theyr fholders
/
wherfore anone they

pulled oute their fwerdes / and fmote grete ftrokes that the fy-

re fprange oute of their helmes / Thenne fyre gawayne was al

25 abafhed and with galatyn his good fwerd he fmote thurgh
fhelde and thycke hauberke made of thyck maylles and al to

ruffhed and brake the precious ftones / and made hym a large

wounde / that men myghte fee bothe lyuer and long / Thenne gro-

ned that knyght / and adreffyd hym to fyr Gawayn / & with

30 an awke ftroke gaf hym a grete wound and kytte a vayne /

whiche greued gawayn fore / and he bledde fore / ^ Thenne the

knyghte fayd to fyre Gawayn / bynde thy wounde or thy blee

chaunge / for thou bybledeft al thy hors and thy fayre armes /

For alle the Barbours of Bretayne flial not conne ftaunche

35 thy blood /
For who fomeuer is hurte with this blade he flialle
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neuer be ftaunched of bledynge / Thenne anfuerd gawayn hit

greueth me but lytyl / thy grete wordes flialle not feare me ne

laffe my courage / but thow fhalt fuffre tene and forow or we

departe / but telle me in haft who mayc ftaunche my bledynge /

That may I doo fayd the knyght yf I wylle / And fo wyll 5

I yf thou wylt focoure and ayde me that I maye be cryftned

and byleue on god / And therof I requyre the of thy man-
hode

/ and it flialle be grete meryte for thy foule I graunte fa-

id Gawayne fo god helpe me taccomplyfflie alle thy defyre /

But fyrft telle me what thou foughteft here thus allone
/
and 10

of what londe and legeaunce thou arte of / Syre he fayd my na-

me is Pryamus / and a grete prynce is my fader / and he hath

ben rebelle vnto Rome and ouer ryden many of theyr londes /

My fader is lyneally defcended of Alyfaunder and of he6lor

by ryght lygne / And duke lofue and Machabeus were of 15

oure lygnage / I am ryght enherytour of Alyfaunder and au-

ffryke and alle the oute yles / yet wyl I byleue on thy lord

that thow byleueft on / And for thy laboure I flialle yeue the

trefour ynough / I was foo elate and hauteyn in my hert that

I thought no man my pere ne to me femblable / I was fente -o

in to this werre with feuen fcore knyghtes / and now I haue

encountred with the whiche haft gyuen to me of fyghtyng my
fylle / wherfore fyr knyghte I pray the to telle me what thow
arte

/ I am no knyght fayd gawayn / I haue ben brought vp
in the garderobe with the noble kynge Arthur many yeres for 25

to take hede to his armour and his other araye / and to poyn-
te his paltockes that longen to hym felf / At yole laft he made
me yoman and gaf to me hors and harneys and an honderd

pound in money / And yf fortune be my frend / I doubte not /
but to be wel auaunced and holpen by my lyege lord / A fa- 30

yd Pryamus / yf his knauys be fo kene and fyers / his kny5-
tes ben paffynge good / Now for the kynges loue of heuen whe-
ther thou be a knaue or a knyghte telle thou me thy name

/

By god fayd fyre Gawayn / Now wyl I faye the fothe / my
name is fyre gawayn and knowen I am in his courte and in 3S

his chambre / and one of the knyghtes of the round table / he
dubbed me a duke with owne hand / Therfore grutche not

yf this grace is to me fortuned
/ hit is the goodnefle of god
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tliat Icnte to inc my ftreiigthc /
Now am I belter plcafyd fayd

Pryamus than thou haddeft gyuen to mc al the prouyncc and

parys the ryche / I had Iciier to haue ben torn with wyldc hor-

fcs / than ony varlct had wonnc fuchc loos / or ony i^age or pry-

5 ker (hold hauc had prys on mc
/

But now fyrc knyghte I

warnc the / that here by is a duke of Lorayne with his armye
and tlic noblell men of Dolphyne and lordes of lombardye /

with the garnefon of godard /
and farafyns of Southland }-

nombrcd Ix M of good men of armes / wherfor but yf we

10 hye vs hens / it wylle harme vs bothe /
for we ben fore hurte /

ne-

uer l)ke to recouer / but take hede to my page that he no hornc

blowe /
For yf he doo ther ben houynge faft by an C knyi-

tes awaytynge on my pcrfone / and yf they take the / ther fliall

no raunfon of gold ne fyluer acquyte the
/
Thenne fyrc gawa-

>5 yne rode oucr a water for to faue hym / And the knyghte folo-

wed hym /
and foo rode forthe tyl they came to his felawes /

whiche were in the medowe
/
where they had ben al the nyghte

Anone as fyre wychard was ware of fyrc gawayn and fawe

that he was hurte
/
he ranne to hym foroufully wepynge /

and

20 demaunded of hym who had foo hurte hym /
and gawayn told

how he had foughten with that man
/
and eche of them hadde

hurte other / and how he had falues to hele them / but I can tel-

le yow other tydynges / that foone we fhal haue adoo with ma-

ny enemyes / Thenne fyre pryamus and fyre gawayn alygh-

25 ted / and lete theire horfes grafe in the medowe and vnarmed

them /
And thenne the blood ranne frefihiy fro theyre woun-

des /
And pryamus toke fro his page a vyolle ful of the four

waters that came oute of paradys /
and with certayne baume

enoynted theyr woundcs
/ and wefihe them with that water

/
&

30 within an houre after / they were both as hole as euer they we-

re / And thenne with a trompet were they alle affembled to co-

unceylle / And there pryamus told vnto them / what lordes and

knyghtes had fworne to refcowe hym / and that without faill

they fliold be affailled with many thoufandes / wherfor he coun-

35 ceilled them to withdrawe them / Thenne fyre gawayn fayd it

were grete fhame to them to auoyde withoute ony ftrokes /

Wherfore I aduyfe to take oure armes and to make vs redy

to mete with thefe farafyns and myfbyleuyng men / and wyth
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the helpe of god we fhal ouerthrowe them and haue a fayre

day on them / And fyre Florens fhall abyde ftyll in thys felde

to kepe the ftale as a noble knyghte / and we fhal not forfake

yonder felawes /
Now fayd Pyramus feaffe your wordes / for

I warne yow ye fhal fynde in yonder woodes many peryllo- S

us knyghtes / they wylle put forthe beeftes to calle yow on /

they be out of nombre / and ye are not pafl vij C whiche ben o-

uer fewe to fyght with foo many / Neuertheles fayd fyr gawa-

yn we fhal ones encountre them / and fee what they can do

and the befte fhalle haue the vyctory lo

C Capitulo yj

M 1 Henne fyre Florence callyd to hym fyre florydas with

^^J^ an honderd knyghtes and droofe forth the herde of be-

ftes / Thenne folowed hym vij honderd men of armes / and fyr

Feraunt of fpayne on a fayr ftede came fpryngynge oute of

the woodes
/ and came to fyre Florence and axyd hym why he 15

fledde / Thenne fyre Florence took his fpere / and rode ageynfte

hym /
and fmote hym in the forhede and brake his necke bone /

Thenne all thother were meued / and thought to auenge the

dethc of fyr Feraunt / and fmote in cmonge them / and there

was grete fyghte and many fiayne and leyd doune to gro- 20

unde / and fyr Florence with his C knyghtes alwey kepte the

ftale and foughte manly / ^ Thenne whan Fryamus the

good knyght perceyued the grede fyght / he wente to fyre Ga-

wayn / and badde hym that he fliold goo and focoure his fe-

laufhip / whiche were fore byftad with their enemyes / Syr gre- ^S

ue yow not fayd fyre Gawayn / For theyr gree fhall be theirs

I (hall not ones meue my hors to them ward
/ but yf I fee mo

than ther ben / For they ben ftronge ynough to matche them / &
with that he fawe an erle called fyre Ethelwold and the duk
of duchemen cam lepyng out of a wood with many thou(ades jo

& pryamus kny5tes / & cam ftrayte vn to the bataylle / thene fir

gawayn comforted his knyghtes / and bad them not to be a-

bafflied
/ for al llial be ours / thcne they began to wallope & mettc

with their enemyes / there were mO flayn & ouerthrowen on euery
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fyde / Thenne threftyd in amonge them the kiiyghtes of the ta-

ble round / and fmote dounc to the crthe alle them that wyth-

flode them / in foo moche that they made them to recuyellc & flee /

By god fayd fyre Gawayn this gladeth my herte / for now

5 ben they laffc in nombre by xx M / Thenne entryd in to the ba-

tayllc lubaunce a geaunt / and fought and flewe doune ryght

and diftreffyd many of our knyghtes / emonge whome was

flayne fyre Gherard a knyght of walys / Thenne oure knygh-
tes toke herte to them /

and flewe many farafyns / And thenne

lo came in fyr Priamus with his penon /
and rode with the kn-

yghtes of the round table / and fought fo manfully that ma-

ny of their enemyes lofl: theyr lyues / And ther fyr Pryamus
flewe the Marquys of Moyfes land / and fyre gawayn with

his felawes fo quytte hem that they had the feld / but in that

15 floure was fyr Cheftelayne a chyld and ward of fyre Ga-

wayne flayne / wherfore was moche forou made / and his deth

wes foone auengyd / Thus was the bataille ended and ma-

ny lordes of lombardye and farafyns left dede in the feld /

^ Thenne fyre florence and fyre Gawayne herberovved furcly

20 theyr peple / and token grete plente of beftyal of gold & fylucr

and grete trefour and rycheffe and retorned vnto kyng Ar-

thur whiche lay ftyl at the fyege / And whanne they came to

the kynge / they prefented theyr pryfoners and recounted the-

yre aduentures / and how they had vaynquyfflied theyre ene-

-5 myesmC Capitulum yij
Ow thanked be god fayd the noble kynge Arthur /

But what maner man is he that ftandeth by hym felf

hym femed no pryfoner / Syre fayd Gawayne this is a good
man of armes / he hath matched me / but he is yolden vnto god

30 and to me for to bycome Cryften . had not he haue be we fhold

neuer haue rotorned / wherfor I pray yow that he may be bap-

tyfed / for ther lyueth not a nobler man ne better knyght of his

handes / thenne the kyng lete hym anon be cryftned / and dyd
doo calle hym his fyrfte name Pryamus /

and made hym a du-

35 ke and knyghtc of the table round ^ And thenne anon

the kynge lete do crye affaulte to the cyte / and there was re-

rynge of laddres brekyng of wallys and the dyche fylled /
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that men with lytel payne my3t entre in to the cyte / thcne cam
out a diicheffe / & Claryfyn the counteffe with many ladyes &
damoyfels / and knelyng bifore kynge Arthur requyred hym
for the loue of god to receyue the cyte / & not to take it by affa-

ulte for thenne fliold many gyltles be flayne / thcne the kyng 5

aualyd his vyfer with a meke & noble coutenauce / & faid ma-

dame ther flial none of my fubgettys myfdoo you ne your ma-

j'dens / ne to none that to yow longen / but the duke flial abyde

my lugement / thenne anone the kyng commaunded to leue the

affault / & anon the dukes oldeft fone brought out the keyes / & lo

knelyng delyuerd them to the kyng / & byfou5t hym of grace / &
the kyng feafed the toun by affent of his lordes / & toke the due

& fent hym to doner there for to abyde pryfoner terme of his lyf

& affigned certayn rentes for the dower of the ducheffe & for

her children / Thenne he made lordes to rule tho londes & lawes 15

as a lord ought to do in his owne countrey / & after he took his

iourney toward Rome / & fent fir Florys & fyr florydas to fore

with V C men of armcs / & they cam to the cyte of vrbyne & leid

there a buffliement there as them femed moft beft for them / & ro-

de to fore the toune / where anon yffued oute moche peple & flcar- 20

mufflied with the fore rydars / thene brake out the buffliement &
wan the brydge & after the toun / & fet vpon the wallis the kyn-

ges baner
/ thene cam the kynge vpon an hille & fawe the Cyte

& his baner on tlie wallys / by whiche he knewe that the Cyte
was wonne / & anone he fente & commaunded that none of his 25

lyege men fliold defoule ne lygge by no lady / wyf / ne maide / &
whan he cam in to the cyte / he paffid to the caftel / and comforted

them that were in forou / & ordeyned ther a captayn a kny^jt of

his own coutrey / & whan they of Melane herd that thylk cyte
was w5ne / they fent to kyng Arthur grete fomes of money / & 30

befou3t hym as their lord to haue pyte of them / promyfyng to be

his fubgettys for eucr / & yelde to hym homage & fealte for the

lades of plefauce & pauye / peterfaynt & the port of tremble
/ &

to gyue hym yerly a melyon of gold al his lyf tyme / thene he

rydeth in to Tufkane & wynneth tounes & caftels & wafted al 35

in his way that to hym wil not obcye / & fo to fpolute & viterbe

& fro thens he rode in to the vale of vycecoute emong the vynes
And fro thens he fente to the fenatours to wete / whether they
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wold knowe liym for thcyr lord
/

B-it foone after on a fater-

day came vnto kynge Arthur alle the fenatours that were left

on lyue / and the nobleft Cardynals that thenne dwellyd in

Rome / And prayd hym of pees /
and profered hym ful large

S And byfought hym as gouernour to gyue lycence for vj we-

kes for to affemble alle the Romayns / And thenne to crowne

hym Emperour with creme as it bylongeth to fo hyhe aftate / I

affente fayd the kynge lyke as ye haue deuyfed / and at cry-

ftemas there to be crowned
/ and to holdc my round table with

10 my knyghtes as me lyketh / And thenne the fenatours maade

redy for his Intronyfacyon / And at the day appoynted as the

Romaunce tclleth he came in to Rome
/
and was crouned em-

perour by the popes hand with all the ryalte that coude be ma-
de

/ And fudgerned there a tyme / and eftablyfflied all his lon-

'5 des from Rome in to Fraunce / and gaf londes and royammes
vnto his feruauntes and knyghtes to eueryche after his defert

in fuche wyfe that none complayned ryche ne poure /
& he gafe

to fyre Pryamus the duchyc of Lorayne /
and he thanked hym

and fayd he wold ferue hym the dayes of his lyf / and after

20 made dukes and erles / and made euery man ryche / Thenne
after this alle his knyghtes and lordes affembled them afore

hym / and fayd bleffyd be god your warre is fynyffhed and

your conqueft acheued /
in foo moche that we knowe none foo

grete ne myghty that dar make warre ageynft yow / wherfore

25 we byfeche you to retorne homeward
/

and gyue vs lycence to

goo home to our wyues / fro whome we haue ben longe / and
to refte vs

/ for your lourney is fynyffhed with honour & wo-

fhip / Thenne fayd the kyng / ye faye trouthc / and for to temp-
te god it is no wyfedome / And therfore make you redy and

30 retorne we in to Englond / Thenne there was truffyng of har-

neis and bagage and grete caryage / And after lycence gyuen
he retorned and commaunded that noo man in payne of dethe

fhold not robbe ne take vytaylle / ne other thynge by the way
but that he fhold paye therfore / And thus he came ouer the fee

35 and londed at fandwyche / ageynfte whome Quene Gweneuer
his wyf came and mette hym / and he was nobly receyued of

alle his comyns in euery cyte and burgh / and grete yeftes

prefented to hym at his home comyng to welcome hym with /
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C Capitulum primum

Oone after that kyng Arthur was come / fro ro-

me in to Englond / thenne alle the knyghtes of

the table round reforted vnto the kyng / & made

man)' luftes & turnementes / & fome there were

that were but kny^^tes whiche encreaced fo in ar- 5

mes and worfliip that they paffed alle their felawes in pro-

wefle and noble dedes
/
and that was wel preued on many

But in efpecj^al it was preued on fyre launcelot du lake
/ for

in al turnementys and luftes and dedes of armes both for lyf

and deth he paffed al other kny^tes / and at* no tyme he was 10

neuer ouercome / but yf it were by trefon or enchauntement / fo

fyr Launcelot encreaced foo merue}-lloufly in worfliip / and in

honour
/
therfor is he the fyrft kny3t that the frenfflie book ma-

keth mcncyon of after kynge Arthur came fro rome
/ wherfore

quene gweneuer had hym in grete fauour aboue al other kny- '5

ghtes . and in certayne he loued the quene ageyne aboue al o-

ther ladyes damoyfels of his lyf /And for her he dyd many
dedes of armes and faued her from the fyer thorou his noble

chyualry /
Thus f)Te launcelot refted hym longe with play &

game / And thenne he thought hym felf to preue hym felf in 20

(Iraunge auentures /
thenne he badde his neuewe fyre Lyonel

for to make hym redy / for we two wylle feke aduenturcs / So

they mounted on their horfes armed at al ryghtes / and rode

in to a depe foreft & foo in to a depe playne / ^ And thenne the

weder was bote about noone
/
and fyre launcelot had grete luft 25

to flepe / Thenne fyr lyonel afpyed a grete Appyl tree that fto-

de by an hedge /
& faid broder yonder is a fayre fhadowe / there

maye we refte vs on cure horfes
/

hit is wel faide faire broder

faid fyr launcelot
/

for this viij yere I was not fo flepy as I am
now / and fo they there alyghted & tayed their horfes vnto fon- 30

dry trees / and fo fyr launcelot layd hym doune vnder an ap-

pyl tree / and his helme he layd vnder his hede
/ And Syre
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lyoncl waked whyle he fleptc /
Soo fye launcelot was a (le-

pc paffynge fafl / And in the mcne whylc there came thre kny-

ghtcs rydyngc as fafte flcynge as eucr they myghte ryde

And there folowed hem thre but one knyghte /
And whanne

5 fyr lyonel fawe hym / hym thought he fawe neuer foo grete a

knyghte nor foo wel faryngc a man neyther foo wel appara-

illcd vnto al ryghtes / Soo within a whyle this ftrong kny5t

had ouertaken one of thefc knyghtes /
and there he fmote hym

to the cold erth that he lay fbyll /
And than he rode vnto the fe-

10 cond knyght /
and fmote hym foo that man and hors felle do-

une /
And thenne ftreyghte to the thyrdde knyghte he rode and

fmote hym behynde his hors ars a fpere length /
And thenne

he alyghte doune arayned his hors on the brydel & bonde

alle the thre knyghtes fafl with the raynes of their owne bry-

15 dels / Whan fyr lyonel fawe hym doo thus /
he thought to affay

hym /
& made hym redy & ftylly /

and pryuely he took his hors &

thoughte not for to awake fyr launcelot / And whan he was

mounted vpon his hors
/ he ouertoke this ftrong knyght /

& bad

hym torne / and the other fmote fyr lyonel fo hard that hors &
20 rnan he bare to the erthe

/
& fo he alyght doun & bound hym faft

and threwe hym ouerthwart his owne hors
/

and foo he ferued

hem al foure
/
& rode with hem awey to his owne cartel

/
And

whan he came there he garte vnarme them & bete hem with thor-

nys al naked / & after put hem in a depe pryfon where were ma-

25 ny mo knyghtes that made grete doloure

«y|4^<^ C Capitulum fecunbum /

A I Han fyre Eftor de marys wyft that fyre laucelot was

^pr^f'^ paft out of the court to feke aduentures he was wroth

with hym felf / & made hym redy to feke fyre laucelot
/
& as he

had ryden long in a grete foreft he mette with a man was ly-

30 ke a fofler
/ Fayre felaw faid fyre Eflor knoweft thou in thys

countrey ony aduentures that ben here nyghe hand
/ Syr fayd

the fofter / this countrey knowe I wel . and here by within thys

myle /
is a flronge manoir and wel dyked / & by that manoir

on the lyfte hand there is a faire fourde for horfes to drynke

35 of
/
and ouer that fourde there groweth a fayr tree / and thcron

hangcn many fayre flieldes that welded fomtyme good knygh-

tes /
& atte hoole of the tree hangeth a bacyn of coper & latoen /
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and ftryke vpon that bacyn with the but of thy fpere thryes /

And foone after thou fhalt here newe tydynges / And ellys

haft thou the fayreft grace that many a yere had euer knyght

that paffed thorou this foreft / gramercy fayd fyre Eftor /
and

departed / and came to the tree and fawe many fayre fheldes 5

And amonge them he fawe his broders fheld fyr Lyonel and

many moo that he knewe that were his felawes of the round

table / the whiche greued his herte /
and promyfed to reuenge

his broder /
Thenne anone fyr E6lor bete on the bacyn as he we-

re wood /
and thenne he gaf his hors drynke at the fourde

/
& 10

ther came a knyghte behynd hym /
and bad hym come oute of

the water and make hym redy /
and fyre Eftor anone torned

hym fliortly and in fewter caft his fpere and fmote the other

knyghte a grete buffet that his hors torned twyes aboute
/

This was wel done faid the ftrong kny}! / & kny3tly thou haft 15

ftryken me / And therwith he rufflied his hors on fyre E6lor
/

and cley3te hym vnder his ryght arme & bare hym clene out

of the fadel / and rode with hym awey in to his owne halle / &
threwe hym doune in myddes of the floore / the name of thys

knyghte was fyre Turquyne /
than he faid vnto fyre E6lor for 20

thou haft done this day more vnto me than ony knj'ghte dyd
thefe xij yeres / Now wille I graunte the thy lyf fo thou wilt

be fworn to be my pryfoner all thy lyf dayes / Nay faid fir Ec-

tor / that wylle I neuer promyfe the
/
but that I will do myne

auauntage / That me repenteth fayd fyre Turquyne / and then- 25

ne he garte to vnarme hym and bete hym with thornys all na-

ked / and fythen putte hym doune in a depe dungeon where he

knewe many of his felawes / But whan fyre Eclor fawe fyr

lyonel thenne made he grete forowe / Alias broder fayd fir Ec-

tor /
where is my broder fyre Launcelot / Fayre broder I lefte 30

hym on ftepe whan that I from hym yode vnder an appel tree

and what is become of hym I can not telle yow / Alias faid

the knyghtes / but fyre launcelot helpe vs we may neuer be de-

lyuerd /
for we knowe now noo knyght that is able to matche

cure mayfter Turquyn 35

C Capitulum tercium
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mOw
leuc \vc thcfe knyghtes pryfoners and fpeke we

of fyre Launcclott du lake that lyeth vnder the Ap-

pyl Tree flepynge /
euen aboute the noone there come

by hym fourc queues of grete eftate / And for the hete fliold

5 not nyhe hem there rode foure knyghtes aboute hem / and bare a

clothe of grene fylke on fourc fpercs betwixe them and the

fonne
/ And the quenes rode on foure whytc mules

^ Thus as they rode they herde by them a grete hors gryml)-

neye /
thenne were they ware of a flepynge knyghte that laj-c

10 allc armed vnder an appyl tree / anone as thefe quenes loked

on his face / they knewe it was fyre launcelot
/ Thenne they b\--

ganne for to ftryue for that knyghte / cuerychone fayd they
wold haue hym to her loue / ^ We fiialle not ftryue fayd Mor-

gan le fay that was kynge Arthurs fyfter /
I flialle puttc an

'5 enchauntement vpon hym /
that he flialle not awake in fyxe

owres /
And thenne I wylle lede hym awey vnto my cartel /

And whanne he is furely within my hold
/

I flialle take the

enchauntement from hym / And thenne lete hym chefe whychc
of vs he wylle haue vnto peramour / ^ Soo thys enchaunte-

20 ment was caftc vpon f)'rc Launcelot / And thenne they leyd

hym vpon his flielde / and bare hym foo an horfback betwixt

two knyghtes / and brought hym vnto the caftel char}-ot / and

there they leyd hym in a chambyr cold
/
and att nyghte they

fente vnto hym a fayre damoyfe! with his fouper redy dyglit

25 By that the enchauntement was paft / And whan flie came
fhe falewed hym / and afked hym what cherc

/
I can not faye

fayre damoyfel faid fyre Launcelot / for I wote not how I cam
in to this caftel / but it be by an enchauntement / Syre fayd flie

ye muft make good chere
/ And yf ye be fuche a kny5te as it is

jO fayd ye ben / I ftialle telle you more to morne by prymc of the

daye / Gramercy fayre damoyfel fayd fyre Launcelot of youre

good wyl I requyre yow / And foo ftie departed / And there

he laye alle that nyght withoute comforte of ony body

^ And on the morne erly came thefe foure quenes paffyng-
35 ly wcl byfcne / Alle they byddyng hym good morne / and he

them ageyne / f[ Syre knyghte the foure quenes fayd thow
muft vnderftande thou arte our pryfoner / and we here knowe
the wel that thou arte fyre Launcelot du laake / kynge Bans
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fone / And by caufe we vnderftande your worthynes that thou

arte the nobleft knyght lyuyng /
And as we knowe wel ther

can no lady haue thy loue but one
/
and that is quene Gwene-

uer
/ and now thow fhalt lofe her for euer and flie the / and ther-

fore the behoueth now to chefe one of vs four / I am the quene 5

Morgan le fay quene of the land of Gorre / and here is the

quene of Northgalys and the quene of Eeflland
/
and the que-

ne of the oute yies / ^ Now chefe one of vs whiche thou wylt

haue to thy peramour /
for thou ma)fl: not chefe or els in thys

pryfon to dye / This is an hard caaas fayd fyre Launcelot that 10

eyther I mufte dye or els chefe one of yow / yet had I leuer

to dye in this pryfon with worfliip than to haue one of you to

my peramour maugre my hede
/
And therfore ye be anfuerd I

wylle none of yow for ye be fals enchauntreffes /
And as for

my lady dame Gweneuer
/

were I at my lyberte as I was
/ 15

I wold preue hit on you or on yours / that fhe is the trueft

lady vnto her lord lyuyng /
Wel fayd the quenes / is this yo-

ur anfuer that ye wylle reffufe vs
/ ye on my lyf fayd fyr lau-

celot
/
reffufed ye ben of me

/
Soo they departed and lefte hym

there alone that made grete forowe 20

C Capita I urn quartum

.^ ^^ght fo at the noone came the damoyfel vnto hym with

Mm m his dyner /
and afked hym what chere

/ truly fayre da-

moyfel fayd fyre Launcelot in my lyf dayes neuer fo ylle / fir

(lie fayd that me repenteft /
but and ye wylle be reulyd by me

/

I flial help you out of this diftreffe / and ye fhal haue no flia- 25

me nor vylony foo that ye hold me a promyfe / fayre damoyfel
I wil graunte yow / and fore I am of thefe quenes forcereffes

aferd
/ for they haue deftroyed many a good knyght / fyre fayd

fhe that is fothe and for the renome and bounte that they here

of you / they wold haue your loue / and fir they fayne / your na- 30

me is fyre Launcelot du laake the floure of knyghtes / & they
be paffynge wrothe with yow that ye haue reffufed hem

/
But

fyre and ye wold promyfe me to helpe my fader on tewfdaye
next comynge / that hath made a turnement betwixe hym and
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the kynge of Northgalys / for the laft te-.vefdaye paft my fader

loft the fclde thorugh thre knyghtes of Arthurs courte / And

ye wyll be there on tevvefday next comyng /
and helpe my fader

to morne or pryme by the grace of god I flialle delyuer yow
3 clene / Fayre mayden fayd fyr launcelot telle me what is your
faders name / and thenne flial I gyue you an anfuer

/ Syre

knyghte flie fayd / my fader is kyng Bagdemagus that was

foule rebuked at the laft turnement / I knowe your fader wel

faid fyre launcelot for a noble kyng and a good knyghte /
lo And by the feythe of my body ye flialle haue my body redy to

doo your fader and you feruyfe at that day / Syre flie fayd gra-

mercy /
and to morne awayte ye be redy by tymes and I flial

be fhe that flial delyuer you / and take you your armoure and

your hors flielde and fpere / And here by within this x myle is

'5 an Abbey of whyte monkes / there I praye you that ye me a-

byde / and thyder flial I brynge my fader vnto you / alle thys
flial be done faide fyre Launcelot as I am true knyghte / and

foo flie departed and came on the morne erly / and found hym
redy / thenne fhe brought hym oute of twelue lockes & brou5t

20 hym vnto his armour / & whan he was clene armed / flie brou-

ght hym vntyl his owne hors
/ and lyghtely he fadeled hym

and toke a grete fpere in his hand / and foo rode forth / and fa-

yd fayre damoyfel I flial not faile you by the grace of god /

And foo he rode in to a gretc foreft all that day / and neuer co-

25 ude fynde no hyghe waye / and foo the nyght felle on hym / and

thenne was he ware in a flade of a pauelione of reed fendel /

By my feythe fayd fyre launcelot in that pauelione wil I led-

ge alle this nyghte /
and foo there he alyghte doune and tayed

his hors to the pauelione / and there he vnarmed hym / and

30 there he fond a bedde / and layd hym theryn / and felle on flepe

fadly

C Capitulum v

M \ Henne within an houre there came the knyghte to who-

^^1^ me the pauelione ought / And he wende that his lemfi

had layne in that bedde
/ and foo he laid hym doune bcfyde fyr

35 Launcelot /
and toke hym in his armes and beganne to kyffe
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hym /
And whanne fyre launcelot felte a rough herd kyffyng

hym /
he ftarte oute of the bedde lyghtely / and the other kny5t

after hym /
and eyther of hem gate their fwerdes in theirc han-

des /
and oute at the pauelione dore wente the knyghte of the

pauelione /
and fyre launcelot folowed hym / and ther by a ly- 5

tyl flake fyr launcelot wounded hym fore nyghe vnto the deth

And thenne he yelded hym vnto fyre launcelot / and fo he grau-

tcd hym fo that he wold telle hym why he came in to the bedde

Syre fayd the knyght the pauelione is myn owne / and there

thys nyght I had affygned my lady to haue flepte with me 10

And now I am lykely to dye of this wounde / that me repen-

teth fayd Launcelot of youre hurte / but I was adrad of tre-

fon / for I was late begyled / and therfore come on your way

in to your pauelione and take your reft /
And as I fuppofe I

(halle ftaunche your blood
/
and foo they wente bothe in to the 15

pauelione /
And anone fyre launcelot ftaunched his blood /

There with al came the knyghtes lady / that was a paffynge

fayre lady /
And whanne flie afpyed that her lord Belleus

was fore wounded flie cryed oute on fyre launcelot / and ma-

de grcte dole oute of mefure /
Pees my lady and my loue faid 20

Belleus / for this knyght is a goood man and a knyght ad-

uenturous / and there he told her all the caufe how he was wou-

dcd
/
And whan that I yolde me vnto hym / he lefte me goode-

ly and hath ftaunched m.y blood / Syre fayd the lady I re-

quyre the telle me what knyght ye be / and what is youre na- 25

me / Fayr lady he fayd / my name is fyre launcelot du lake /
foo

me thought euer by your fpechc fayd the lady / for I haue fe-

ne yow ofte or this /
and I knowe you better than ye wene /

^ But now and ye wold promyfe me of your curtofy for the

harmes that ye haue done to me and to my lord Belleus that 30

whanne he cometh vnto Arthurs courte for to caufe hym to be

made knyghte of the roud table /
for he is a paffyng good man

of armes and a myghty lord of landes of many oute yles /

^ Fayre lady faid fyr launcelot lete hym come vnto the cou-

rte the next hyhe feeft /
and loke that ye come with hym / and I 35

Ihal doo my power /
and ye preue you doughty of your handes

that ye flialle haue your defyre ^ So thus within a whyle as

they thus talked the nyghte paffed / and the daye flione / and
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thenne fyre launcelot armed hym / and Look his hors / and they

taught hym to the Abbaye and thyder he rode within the fpa-

ce of two owrys

fl Capitulum feytum/

-^^ Nd foone as fyre launcelott came withyn the Abbeye

5 /^^^yarde / the doughter of kynge Bagdemagus herd a gre-

te hors goo on the pauyment /
And flie thenne aroos and yede

vnto a wyndowe / and there fhc fawe fyr launcelot
/
and anone

file made men faft to take his hors from hym / & lete lede hym
in to a ftabyl / and hym felf was ledde in to a fayre chamber /

10 and vnarmed hym / and the lady fente hym a longe goune / &
anone flie came her felf / And thcne flie made launcelot paffyng

good chere
/ and flie fayd he was the kny3t in the world was

moofl; welcome to her / Thenne in al hafte fhe fente for her fader

Bagdemagus that was within xij myle of that Abbay and

IS afore euen he came with a fayre felaufhip of knyghtes wyth

hym / And whanne the kynge was alyghte of his hors he yo-

de fl:reyte vnto fyr launcelots chamber / and there he fond hys

doughter /
and thenne the kyng cnbraced fyr Launcelot in hys

armes / and eyther made other good chere / Anone fyre launce-

20 lot made his complaynt vnto the kynge how he was bytrayed

And how his brodcr fyre lyonel was departed from hym / he

nyft not where / and how his doughter had delyuerd hym out

of pryfon / therfor whyle I lyue I flial doo her feruyfe and al

her kynred / Thenne am I furc of youre helpe fayd the kynge
25 on tewefday next comynge / ye fyr fayd fyr launcelot / I flialle

not faylle yow / for foo I haue promyfed my lady your do-

ughter /
But fyre what knyghtes be they of my lord Arthurs

that were with the kynge of Northgalys /
and the kyng fayd

it was fyre madore de laporte / and fyr Mordred and fyr ga-

30 halaytyne that al fur fared my knyghtes /
for ageynft hem thre

I nor my knyghtes myghte here no ftrengthe / Syre fayde fyre

launcelot as I here fay that the turnement flial be here within

this thre myle of this abbay / ye flial fende vnto me thre knygh-
tes of yours fuche as ye trufb and loke that the thre knyghtes

35 haue al whyte flieldes & I alfo & no paynture on the flieldes / &
and we four will come out of a lytel wood in myddes of both
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partyes / and we flialle falle in the frounte of oure enemyes &

greue hem that we may / And thus llial I not be knowen what

knyght I am / Soo they took their reft that nyght / and thys

was on the fonday /
and foo the kyng departed /

and fente vnto

Tyre launcelot thre knyghtes with the four whyte flieldes 5

.\nd on the tewefday they lodged hem in a l}'tyl Icued wood

befyde there the turnement Hiold be /
And there were fcaffoldis

and holes that lordes and ladyes myghte beholde and to gy-

ue the pryfe /
Thenne came in to the feld the kyng of Northga-

lys with eyght fcore helmes /
And thenne the thre knyghtes of 10

Arthur ftode by them felf / (f[ Thenne cam in to the feld kyng

Bagdemagus with four fcore of helmys / And thenne they fe-

wtryd their fperys /
and cam to gyders with a grete dafllie / &

there were flayn of knyghtes at tne firft recountre xij of kyng

Bagdemagus parte /
and fyx of the kyng of Northgalys par- 15

ty /
and kyng Bagdemagus party was ferre fette a back /

C dapitulum feptimum

MYth that came fyr Launcelot du lake and he threfte in

with his fpere in the thyckeft of the prees / and there he

fmote doune with one fpere fyue knyghtes /
and of foure of

hem he brake their backes / And in that throng he fmote doune 20

the kyngc of Northgalys /
and brake his thye in that falle /

Alle thys doyng of fyrc Launcelot fawe the thre knyghtes of

Arthurs / Yonder is a fhrewde geft fayd fyre Madore de la port

thcrfore haue here ones at hym /
foo they encountred / and fyre

Launcelot bare hym doune hors and man /
foo that his fliolder 25

wente oute of lyth /
Now befalleth it to me to lufte fayd Mor-

dred
/

for fyr Mador hath afore falle / Syre Launcelot was wa-

re of hym /
and gate a grete fpere in his hand / and mettc hym

and fyr Mordred brake a fpere vpon hym / and fyre launce-

lot gaf hym fuche a buffet that the arffon of his fadel brake / 8c 3°

foo he flewe ouer his hors taylle that his helme butte in to the

erthe a foote and more that nyhe his neck was broken / & there

he lay longe in a fwoune
/ ^ Thenne came in fyr Gahalantyne

with a grete fpere /
and Launcelot ageynlt hym with al theyre

Itrength that they my-^t dryue that both her fperes to braft euen 35
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to their handes / and tlienne they flan^ out with their fwerdes

and gaf many a grym ftrokc / Thenne was fyr launcelot wroth

outc of mcfure / and thcfic he fmotc fyr galahantyne on the hel-

me that his nofe brafte oute on blood and cerys and mouthe

5 bothe / and thcr with his hede henge lowe / And therwith his

hors ranne awey with hym / and he felle doune to the erthe /

Anone there witli al fyre launcelot gate a greete fpere in hys
hand / And or euer that grete fpere brake / he bare doune to the

erthe xvj knyghtes fome hors and man / and fome the man &
10 not the hors / & there was none but that he hyt furely he bare no-

ne armes that day / And thenne he gate another grete fpere &
fmote doune twelue knyghtes / and the mooft party of hem ne-

ucr throfe after /
And thene the kny3tes of the kyng of north-

galys wold lufte nomore / And there the gree was was gyuen to

'5 kynge Bagdemagus / So eyther party departed vnto his ow-

ne place /
and fyr launcelot rode forth with kynge Bagdema-

gus vnto his cartel / and there he had paffynge good chere both

with the kyng and with his doughter / and they profred hym
grete yeftes /

And on the morne he took his leue
/ and told the

20 kynge that he wold goo and feke his broder fyre Lyonel that

wente from hym whan that he flepte / fo he toke his hors / and

betaught hem alle to god / And there he fayd vnto the kynges

doughter yf ye haue nede ony tyme of my feruyfe I praj^e you
lete me have knouleche / and I flial not faylle you as I am

25 true knyght /
and fo fyr launcelot departed / and by aduenture

he came in to the fame foreft / there he was take flepyng / And in

the myddes of an hyhe way he mette a damoyfel rydyng on a

whytc palfroy /
and there eyther falewed other / Fayre damoy-

fel faid fyre launcelot knowe ye in this countray ony aduen-

3° tures / fyre knyghte fayd that damoyfel / here are aduentures

nere hand
/
and thou durft preue hem / why fliold I not pre-

ue aduentures faid fyre launcelot for that caufe come I hyder /

Wei fayd flie thou femeft wel to be a good knyght / And yf
thou dare mete with a good knyght / I flial brynge the where

35 is the bed knyght / and the myghtyeft that euer thou fond
/ fo

thou wylt telle me what is thy name / and what knyght thou

arte / damoyfel as for to telle the my name I take no grete for-

ce / Truly my name is fyre laucelot du lake / fyre thou byfemyft
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vvel / here ben aduentures by that fallen for the / for here by du-

elleth a knyght that wylle not be ouermatched for no man I

knowe but ye ouermatche hym / & his name is fyre Turquyne

And as I vnderftand he hath in his pryfon of Arthurs co-

urte good knyghtes thre fcore and foure /
that he hath wonne s

with his owne handes / But whan ye haue done that lourney

ye flial promyfe me as ye are a true knyght for to go with me

and to helpe me
/
and other damoyfels that are distreffid day-

ly with a fals knyghte /
All your entente damoyfel and defy-

re I wylle fulfylle /
foo ye wyl brynge me vnto this knyghte 10

Now fayre knyght come on your waye /
and foo flie broughte

hym vnto the fourde and the tre where henge the bacyn / So fir

launcelot lete his hors drynke /
and fythen he bete on the bacyn

with the butte of his fpere fo hard with al his my3t tyl the bo-

ttom felle oute / and longe he dyd foo but he fawe noo thynge 15

Thenne he rode endlong the gates of that manoyre nyghe half

an houre / And thenne was he ware of a grete kny3t that dro-

fe an hors afore hym /
and ouerthwarte the hors there lay an

armed knyght bounden /
And euer as they came nere and ne-

re / fyre launcelot thou3t he fhold knowe hym /
Thenne fir laun- 20

celot was ware that hit was fyre gaherys Gawayns broder a

knyghte of the table round / Now fayre damoyfel fayd fir la-

uncelot / I fee yonder cometh a knyght faft bounden that is a

felawe of myne / and broder he is vnto fyr gawayne / And att

the fyrft begynnyng I promyfe yow by the leue of god to re- 25

fcowe that knyght /
But yf his mayfter fytte better in the fa-

del I fhal delyuer alle the pryfoners that he hath oute of daun-

ger / for I am fure he hath two bretheren of myne pryfoners

with hym / By that tyme that eyther had fene other / they gryp-

ped theyr fperes vnto them / Now fayre knyghte fayd fyr la- 3°

uncelot / put that wounded knyghte of the hors /
and lete hym

refte a whyle / and lete vs two preue oure ftrengthes /
For as

it is cnformed me thou doeft and haft done grete defpyte and

fliame vnto knyghtes of the round tabic /
and therfor now de-

fende the / And thow be of the table round fayd Turquyne I 35

defye the and alle thy felaufliip / that is ouermoche fayd /
fa-

yd fyre launcelot
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Nd theiie they put theyr fperes in the reftys / & cam to

gyders with her horfes as faft as they myght rennc
/

And eyther fmote other in myddes of theyre flieldes that bothe

theyre horfe backes brafle vnder them / and the knyghtes were

S bothe aftonyed / and as foone as they myghte auoyde theyre

horfes / they took theire flieldes afore them
/
and drewe oute her

fwerdes / and came to gyder egerly / and eyther gaf other ma-

ny ftronge ftrokes /
for there myght ncyder flieldes nor harneis

hold theyr ftrokes /
And foo within a whyle they hadde bothe

10 grymly woundes /
and bledde paffynge greuoufly / Thus they

ferd two houres or mo trafyng and rafyng eyther other where

they myght hytte ony bare place / Thenne at the laft they were

bretheles bothe /
and ftode lenyng on theyre fwerdes / Now fe-

lawe fayd fyr Turquyne hold thy hand a whyle / and telle

15 me what I flial afl-ce the / Say on thenne Turquyne fayd thou

arte the byggeft man that euer I mette with al / and the befle

brethed / and lyke on kny3t that I hate aboue al other kny-

ghtes / fo be hit that thou be not he I wyl lyghtly accorde with

the
/
& for thy loue I wil delyuer al the pryfoners that I haue

20 that is thre fcore and foure / foo thou wylt telle me thy name /

And thou and I we wyl be felawes to gyders and neuer to

fayle the whyle that I lyue / it is wel fayd / fayd fyr launce-

lot / but fythen hit is foo that I may haue thy frendfliip what

knyght is he that thou foo hateft aboue al other / I'eythfully fa-

-5 yd f}r Turquyne his name is fyre launcelot du lake / for he flc-

we my broder fyr Caradus at the dolorous toure that was one

of the bell knyghtes on lyue / And therfore hym I excepte of

al knyghtes / for may I ones mete with hym / the one of vs

fhal make an ende of other I make myn auowe /
And for fir

30 launcelots fake I haue flayne an C good knyghtes / and as

many I haue maymed al vtterly that they myght neuer af-

ter helpe them felf / and many haue dyed in pryfon / and yet ha-

ue I thre fcore and foure
/ and al flial be delyuerd fo thou wilt

telle me thy name
/ fo be it that thou be not fyre launcelot /

35 ^ Now fee I wel fayd fyre launcelot that fuchc a man I my-

ghte be I myght haue peas / and fuche a man I myghte be /
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that ther fhold be warre mortal betwyxte vs / and now fyre

knyghte at thy requeft I wyl that thou wete and knovve that

I am Launcelot du lake kynge Bans fone of Benwyck / &

very knyghte of the table round / And now I defye the and

doe thy befl /
A fayd Turquyne / launcelot / thou arte vnto me 5

moofl: welcome that euer was knyghte / for we fhalle neuer de-

parte tyl the one of vs be dede / Thenne they hurtled to gyders

as two wilde bulles roffhynge and laffhyng with their fhel-

des and fwerdes that fomtyme they felle bothe ouer theyr no-

fes
/
Thus they foughte ftylle two houres and more / and ne- '°

uer wolde haue refte / and fyre Turquyn gaf fyre laucelot ma-

ny woundes / that allc the ground there as they foughte was

al befpeckled with blood

/^•i^ C Capltulum n
M \ Henne at the laft fyr Turquyn waxed faynte / and

^^g^ gaf fomwhat a bak / and bare his flielde lowe for wery- 'S

neffe / That afpyed fyre Launcelot / and lepte upon hym fyerf-

ly and gate hym by the Bauowre of his helmet /
and plucked

hym doune on his knees / And anonc he racyd of his helme /

and fmote his neck in fondyr / And whanne fyre laucelot had

done this / he yode vnto the damoyfel and fayd / damoyfel I am 2°

redy to goo with yow where ye wylle haue me / but I haue no

hors
/ Fayre fyre fayd flie

/
take this wounded knyghtes hors

and fende hym in to this manoyr and commaunde hym to de-

lyuer alle the pryfoners / Soo fyr launcelot wente vnto Gahe-

ryes and praid hym not to be agreued for to leue hym his hors 25

Nay fayr lord faid Gaheryes I wyll that ye take my hors atte

your owne commaundement / for ye houe bothe faued me and

my hors
/ & this day I faye ye are the beft knyghte in the worlde

For ye haue flayne this daye in my fyghte the my3teft man
& the beft knyghte excepte yow that euer I fawe / & fore fyre 30

faid Gaheryes I pray you telle me your name / Syre my na-

me is fyr launcelot du lake that ou5te to helpe you of ryghte
for kyng arthurs fake / & in efpecial for my lord fir gawayns
fake your owne dcrc broder / & whan that ye come within yon-
der manayr / I am fure ye fhal fynde ther many kny3tes of the 35

round table
/ for I haue fene many of their flieldes that I knowe
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on yonder tree
/ there is kayes flielde

/
S: fir braundeles flield /

and fyr Marhaus fheld and fyrc Galyndes flicIdc and fyrc

Bryan de lyflnoyfc flicId and fyr Alydukes (held with ma-

ny mo that I am not now auyfed of /
and alfo my two brethc-

5 ren fheldes fyrc E6lor de marys and fyr Lyoncl / whcrfore I

pray yow gretc them al from mc / and fay that I bydde them

take fuche ftuffe there as they fynd / and that in ony wyfc my
brethcren goo vnto the courte and abyde me there tyl that I

come
/

for by the feeft of pentecoft I caft me to be there / for as at

10 this tymc I mult ryde with this damoyfel for to faue my pro-

myfc / and foo he departed from Gaheryfe / & Gaheryfe yede in to

the manore / and ther he fond a yoman porter kepyng ther ma-

ny kcycs / Anone with al fyre gaheryfe threwe the porter vnto

the ground / and tokc the keyes from hym / and haftely he ope-

15 ned the pryfon dore / and there he lete oute all the pryfoners /

and cuery man lofcd other of their boundes / And whan they

fawe fyre Gaheryfe / alle they thanked hym / for they wend that

he was wounded / Not foo fayd Gaheryfe / hit wos launcelot

that flewe hym worfltipfully with his owne handes / I fawe

20 it with myn owne eyen / and he greteth you al wcl / and pra-

yeth you to hafte you to the courte / And as vnto fyr Lyoncl
and E6lor de marys he prayeth yow to abyde hym at the court

That flialle we not doo fays his brethcren / we wyll fynde hym
and wc may lyue / So fhal I fayd fyr kay fynde hym or I

25 come at the courte as I am true knyghte / Thcnne alle tho kn-

yghtes fought the hous there as the armour was / and thenne

they armed hem / and euery knyght fondc his owne hors
/ &

al thet euer longed vnto iiym / And whan this was done ther

cam a fofter with foure horfes lade with fatte venefon
/
A none

30 fyr kay fayd / here is good mete for vs for one mealc / for we
had not many a day no good repaft / And fo that venefon

was rofted baken and foden / and fo after foupcr fomme abode

there al that nyghte / But fyre Lyoncl and Ector dc marys
and fyre kay rode after fyre launcelot to fynde hym yf they

myghte

€1 Capitulum 2)ecimum
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mOw
torne we vnto fyre laucelot that rode with the da-

moyfel in a fayre hyghe waye / fyr fayd the damoyfel /

here by this way haunteth a knyght that deftreffyd al

ladyes and gentylwymmen /
And at the leeft he robbeth them

or lyeth by them
/
what faid fir launcelot is he a theef & a kny- 5

ght & a rauyfflier of wymmen / he doth fliame vnto the ordre of

knyghthode / and contrary vnto his othe / hit is pyte that he ly-

ueth
/
But fayr damoyfel ye flial ryde on afore your felf / and

I wylle kepe my felf in couerte /
And yf that he trouble yow

or diftreffe yow /
I flialle be your refcowe and Jerne hj'm to be 10

ruled as a knyghte / Soo the mayde rode on by the way a foft

ambelynge paas /
And within a whyle cam cute that knyght

on horfbak oute of the woode /
and his page with hym / & the-

re he put the damoyfel from her hors / and thenne flie cryed /

With that came launcelot as faft as he myghte tyl he came to 15

that knyght / fayenge / O thou fals knyght and traytour vnto

knyghthode /
who dyd lerne the to dyftreffe ladyes and gentyl-

wymmen / whanne the knyghte fawe fyre launcelot thus rebu-

kynge hym /
he anfuerd not

/
but drewe his fwerd and rode vn-

to fyre launcelot
/
and fyre laucelot threwe his fpere fro hym / 20

and drewe oute his fwerd / and ftrake hym fuche a buffet on

the helmet that he clafe his hede and neck vnto the throte

Now haft thou thy payement that long thou haft deferued / that

is trouthe fayd the damoyfel / For lyke as fyr Turquyiie wat-

ched to deflroye knyghtes / foo dyde this knyght attende to dcf- 25

troye and dyftreffe ladyes damoyfels and gentylwymmen / &
his name was fyre Perys de foreyft faueage /

Now damoyfel

fayde fyre launcelot wylle ye ony more feruj'fe of me / Nay fyre

file fayd at this tyme /
but almyghty Ihefu perferue you whe-

re fomeuer ye ryde or goo /
for the curteyft knyghte thou arte 30

and mekeft vnto all ladyes and gentylwymmen that now ly-

ueth / But one thyng fyre knyghte me thynketh ye lacke / ye

that are a knyghte wyueles that ye wyl not loue fome may-
den or gentylwoman /

for I coude neuer here fay that euer ye lo-

ued ony of no maner degree and that is grete pyte / but hit is 35

noyfed that ye loue quene Gueneuer /
and that flie hath ordey-

ned by enchauntement that ye fhal neuer loue none other /
but

her /
ne none other damoyfel ne lady lliall reioyfe you / wherfor
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many in this land of hyghe eflate and lowe make grete fo-

rowe
/ ^ Fayre damoyfel fayd fyr laiincelot I maye not war-

ne peple to fpeke of me what it pleafeth hem / But for to be a

wedded man /
I tliynke hit not /

for thenne I mufl couche with

5 her
/ and leue armes and turnementys / batayls / and aduentu-

res / And as for to fay for to take my plefaunce with pcramo-
urs that wylle I refufe in pryncypal for drede of god / For

knyghtes that ben auenturous or lecherous flial not be happy
ne fortunate vnto the werrys /

for outher they fhalle be ouerco-

10 me with a fymplyer knyghte than they be hem felf
/ Outher els

they fhal by vnhap and her curfydnes flee better men than

they ben hem felf
/
And foo who that vfeth peramours flialle be

vnhappy /
and all thyng is vnhappy that is aboute hem / And

foo fyre Launcelot and flie departed / And thenne he rode in a

15 depe foreft two dayes and more
/

and had ftrayte lodgynge /

Soo on the thyrdde day he rode ouer a longe brydge / and there

flarte vpon hym fodenly a paffynge foule chorle
/
and he fmote

his hors on the nofe that he torned aboute / & aflved hym why
he rode ouer that brydge withoute his lycencc / why fliold I not

20 ryde this way fayd fyr launcelot /
I may not ryde befyde /

thou

fhall not chefe fayd the chorle and laffliyd at hym with a gre-

te clubbe fliod with yron / Thenne fyre laucelot drewe his fuerd

and put the ftroke abak
/
and clafe his hede vnto the pappys /

At the ende of the brydge was a fayre village /
& al the people

25 men and wymmen cryed on fyre launcelot /
and fayd A wers

dede dydefl thou neuer for thy felf /
for thou haft flayn the chyef

porter of oure caftel
/ fyr laucelot lete them fay what they wold

And ftreyghte he wente in to the caftel
/
And whanne he cam

in to the caftel he alyghte /
and teyed his hors to a rynge on

30 the walle
/
And there he fawe a fayre grene courte / and thyder

he dreffyd hym / For there hym thought was a fayre place to

fyghte in
/
Soo he loked aboute

/
and fawe moche peple in do-

res and wyndowes that fayd fayr knyghte thou arte vnhap-

py .

C Capitulum yj
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None with al cam there vpon hym two grete gyaunts

wel armed al fauf the hedes with two horryble club-

bes in theyr handes / Syre Launcelot put his flield afore hym
and put the ftroke aweye of the one gyaunt /

and with his

i'werd he clafe his hede a fondre / Whan his felaw fawe that / he 5

ran awey as he were wood
/

for fere of the horryble ftrokes / &
laucelot after hym with al his my^t & fmote hym on the fliol-

der
/ and clafc hym to the nauel /

Thenne fyre launcelot went in

to the halle /
and there came afore hym thre fcore ladyes and 10

damoyfels /
and all kneled vnto hym /

and thanked god & hym
of their delyueraunce . For fyre fayd they / the moofte party of

vs haue ben here this feuen yere their pryfoners / and we haue

worched al maner of fylke werkes for oure mete / and we are

al grete gentylwymmen borne
/
and bleffyd be the tyme kny5te

that euer thou be borne / For thou haft done the mooft worfliip 15

that euer dyd knyght in this world
/ that wyl we bere recorde

and we al pray you to telle vs your name
/

that we maye telle

our frendes who delyucrd vs oute of pryfon / Fayre damoyfel

he fayd / my name is fyre launcelot du lake
/
A fyre fayde they

al / wel mayft thou be he /
for els faue your felf

/
as we demed / 20

there myghte neuer knyght haue the better of thefe two gya-

unts
/

for many fayre knyghtes haue affayed hit
/
and here ha-

ue ended
/
and many tymes haue we wyfflied after yow / and

thefe two gyaunts dredde neuer knyghte but you / Now maye

ye faye faj-d fyr launcelot vnto youre frendes how & who hath 25

delyuerd you /
and grete them al from me / and yf that I come

in ony of your marches / flicwe me fuche chere as ye haue caufe

and what trefour that there in this cartel is I gyue it you for a

reward for your greuaunce /
And the lordc that is owner of

this caftel I wold he receyued it as is ryght / Fayre fyre faide 30

they / the name of this caftel is Tyntygayl /
& a duke oughte

it fomtyme that had wedded fair Igrayn / & after wedded her V-

therpendragon / & gate on her Arthur / wel faide fir launcelot I

vnderftande to whome this caftel longeth /
and foo he departed

from them / and bytaughte hem vnto god ^ And thenne ;!5

he mounted vpon his hors & rode in to many ftraunge & wyld
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countreyes and thorou many waters and valeyes and euyl

was he lodged / And at the lafte by fortune hym happend a-

geynft a nyghte to come to a fayr courtelage / & therin he fond

an old gentyhvoman that lodged hym with good wyl / and

5 there he had good chere for hym and his hors
/
And whan ty-

me was his ooft brought hym in to a fayre garet ouer the ga-

te to his bedde / There fyrc Launcelot vnarmed hym & fette hys

barneys by hym / and wente to bed / and anone he felle on flepe /

So foone after thcr cam one on horfback
/ & knocked at the ga-

10 te in grete hafle / and whan fyr launcelot herd this
/
he arofe vp

and loked oute at the wyndowe / & fawe by the mone lyghte

thre knyghtes cam rydyng after that one man / and al thre laf-

flied on hym at ones with fwerdes / & that one kny3t tourned

on hem kny3tly ageyne / and deffended hym / Truly faide fyre

15 launcelot yonder one kny5te dial I helpe / for it were fhame for

me to fee thre kny3tes on one / And yf he be flayne I am parte-

ner of his deth / & ther with he took his harneis / and went out

at a wyndowe by a fliete doune to the four kny3tes /
& thenne

fyr launcelot fayd on hyghe / torne you knyghtes vnto me and

20 leue your fyghtyng with that knyght / And thenne they alle

thre lefte fyr kay /
and torned vnto fyr launcelot

/
and there be-

ganne grete bataylle /
for they alyghte al thre /

and ftrake ma-

ny grete flrokes at fyr launcelot / and affayled hym on eue-

ry fyde / Thenne fyre kay dreffid hym for to haue holpen fyre

25 Launcelot
/ nay fyre fayd he I wylle none of your helpe / ther-

for as ye wylle haue my helpe /
lete me alone with hem / Syre

kay for the pleafyre of the knyghte fuffred hym for to doo hys

wylle / and foo ftode on fyde /
And thenne anon within vj ftro-

kes / fyre launcelot had ftryken hem to the erthe

30 ^ And thenne they al thre cryed fyre knyghte we yelde vs

vnto you as man of myght makeles /
As to that faid fyr lau-

celot I will not take your yeldyng vnto me / But fo that ye

wylle yelde you vnto fyr kay the Senefchal on that couena-

unt I wyl faue your lyues and els not / ^ Fayre knyghte
35 fayd they that were lothe to doo /

For as for fyr kay /
we

chaced hym hyder / and had ouercome hym had not ye ben /

therfor to yelde vs vnto hym it were no refon / wel as to that

faid laucelot / auyfe you wel / for ye may chefe whether ye wyll
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dye or lyue / for and ye be yolden it fhal be vnto fyr kay /

^ Fayre knyght thenne they fayd in fauynge of oure lyues

we wylle doo as thou commaundys vs /
Thenne fhal ye fayd

fyre launcelot on whytfonday nexte comyng go vnto the courte

of kynge Arthur / and there flial ye yelde you vnto quene Gue- 5

neuer /
and put you al thre in her grace and mercy /

and faye

that fir kay fente you thyder to be her prj-foners / Syre they faid

it fhalle be done by the feythe of oure bodyes / and we ben ly-

uynge / and there they fwore euery knyghte vpon his fwerd
/

And fo fir launcelot fuffred hem foo to departe / And thenne fir 10

launcelot knocked at the yate with the pomel of his fwerd /

and with that came his 00ft /
and in they entred fir kay and he

Syre fayd his hooft I wende ye had ben in youre bedde / fo I

was / fayd fire launcelot / But I arofe and lepte oute atte my
wyndowe for to helpe an old felawe of myne / And fo whanne 15

they came nyghe the lyghte / fir kay knewe wel / that it was fir

launcelot / and ther with he kneled doune and thanked hym of

al his kyndeneffe that he had holpen hym twyes from the deth

Syre he fayd I haue no thynge done but that me ought for to

doo / and ye are welcome /
and here flial ye repofe yow and ta- 20

ke your reft / Soo whan fir kay was vnarmed / he afked after

mete /
foo there was mete fette hym /

and he ete ftrongiy /
And

whan he hadde fouped they went to theyr beddes and were lod-

ged to gyders in one bedde / On the morne fir launcelot arofe er-

ly / and lefte fyre kay fiepynge /
and fir launcelot toke fire ka- 25

yes armour and his fhelde and armed hym /
and fo he wente to

the ftable /
and toke his hors and toke his leue of his 00ft /

and

foo he departed /
Thenne foone after arofe fyr kay and myffed

fir launcelot /
And thenne he afpyed that he had his armoure

and his hors
/
Now by my feythe I knowe wel that he wylle 30

greue fome of the courte of kynge Arthur . For on hym knygh-

tes wylle be bolde
/
and deme that it is I

/ and that wyll begyle

them /
And by caufe of his armoure and fiielde I am fure I

fhal ryde in pees /
And thenne foone after departed fir kay &

thanked his hoofl 35

C Capitulum yii
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mOw
torne we vnto fyre launcelot that had ryden long

in a grete foreft / and at the laft he came in to a lowe co-

untray ful of fayre Ryuers and medovves
/ And a-

forc hj'm he fawe a longe brydge / and thre pauelions ftode ther

5 on of fylke and fendel of dyuers hewe / And withoute the pa-

uelions henge thre whyte flieldes on truncheons of fperys /
&

grete longe fperys ftode vpryght by the pauelions / and at eue-

ry pauelions dore ftode thre frefflie fquyers / and foo fyre laun-

celot paffed by them and fpake no worde / whan he was parte

10 the thre knyghtes faj^den hym that hit was the proud kay /
he

weneth no knyght foo good as he /
and the contrary is ofty-

me preued / By my feythe fayd one of the knyghtes / his na-

me was fyre gaunter /
I wylle ryde after hym / & affaye hym /

for alle his pryde / and ye may beholde how that I fpede / Soo

15 this knyght f)Te Gaunter armed hym /
and henge his fliclde

vpon his fliolder
/ and mounted vpon a grete hors / and gate

his fpere in his hand
/

and wallopt after fyre launcelot
/
and

whanne he came nyghe hym / he cryed Abyde thou proude kny-

ght fyr kay /
for thou flialt not paffe quyte / Soo fyr launcelot

20 torned hym /
and eyther feutrj-d their fperes /

and came to gj
-

ders with alle thejr mj'ghtes /
and fyre Gaunters fpere brake

but fyre launcelot fmote h)'m doune hors and man / and whan

fyr gaunter was at the erthe
/

his bretheren fayd echone to o-

ther yonder knyght is not fyre kay / for he is bygger than he
/

25 I dare laye my heed fayd fyre Gj-lmere yonder knyghte hath

(layne fyr kay and hath taken his hors and his harneis / whe-

ther it be foo or no fayd fyr Raynold the thyrd broder
/

lete vs

now goo mounte vpon oure horfes and refcowe our broder fir

Gaunter vpon payne of dethe / we alle fhal haue werke ynou5

30 to matche that knyght / for euer me femeth by his perfone it is

fyre Launcelot /
or fyr Tryftram /

or fyr Pelleas the good kny-

ght /
Thenne anon they toke theyr horfes and ouertook fyr la-

uncelot /
and fyre gylmere put forth his fpere / and ranne to fir

launcelot /
and fyre launcelot fmote hym doune that he lay in a

35 fwoune / Syre knyght fayd fyr Raynold thou arte a ftrong

man /
and as I fuppofe thou haft flayne my two bretheren /

for the whiche rafyth my herte fore ageynft the / And yf I my-
"ht with my worfiiip I wold not haue a doo with j'ow but
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nedes I muft take parte as they doo
/
And therfor knyghte he

fayd / kepe thy felf /
And foo they hurtled to gyders with alle

theyr myghtes /
and al to flieuered bothe theyre fperes /

And

thenne they drevve her fvverdes and laffliyd to gyder egerly /

Anone there with aroos fyrc Gauter /
and came vnto his bro- 5

der fyrc gylmere /
and bad hym aryfe and helpe we oure bro-

der fyr Raynold that yonder merueylloufly matched yonder

good knyght /
There with alle they lepte on theyr horfes & hurt-

led vnto fyre launcelot / ^ And whanne he fawe them come /
he

fmote a fore ftroke vnto fyr Raynold that he felle of his hors ,0

to the ground /
And thenne he ftroke to the other two brethe-

ren
/
and at two ftrokes he ftrake them doune to the erthe /

With that fir Raynold beganne to ftarte vp with his heede al

blody /
and came flreyte vnto fyre launcelot /

Now late be fayd

fir launcelot / I was not ferre from the whan thou were maade 15

knyght fir Raynold /
and alfo I knowe thou arte a good

knyght / and lothe I were to flee the / Gramercy fayd fyr ray-

nold as for your goodnes /
And I dare faye as for me and

my bretheren we wyl not be lothe to yelde vs vnto you / with

that we knewe your name
/

for wel we knowe ye are not fire 20

kay /
As for that be it as it be maye /

for ye fhal yelde yow vn-

to dame gweneuer / and loke that ye be with her on whytfonday

and yelde you vnto her as pryfoners /
and faye that fyre kay

fente yow vnto her
/
thenne they fwore hit fhold be done / and fo

paffed forthe fire launcelot / and echone of the bretheren halpe 25

other as wel as they myght

C Capitulum yiij

SOo
fir launcelot rode in to a depe forefl /

and ther by in

a flade
/
he fawe four knyghtes houyng vnder an oke /

and they were of Arthurs courte / one was fir Sagramour le

defyrus and Eflor de marys /
and fir Gawayn and fir Vwa- 30

yne / Anone as thefe four knyghtes had afpyed fir Launcelot

they wend by his armes it hadde ben fir kay /
Now by my fe-

ythe fayd fir Sagramour /
I wylle preue fir kayes myghte / &

gate his fpere in his hand
/
and came toward fir launcelot

Ther with fir launcelot was ware and knewe hym wel / and 35
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feutryd his fpere ageynfb hym / and fmotc fyre Sagramore fo

fore that hois and man felle bothe to the erthe / Lo my felaus

fayd he yonder ye may fee what a buffet he hath / that kny3t is

moche bygger than euer was fyre kay / Now flial ye fee what

S I may doo to hym / Soo fyr E6lor gate his fpere in his hand

and wallopte toward fyre LaQcelot / and fyre Launcelot fmo-

te hym thorou the flielde & fliolder that man and hors went to

the erthe / and euer his fpere held / By my feythe fayd fir V-

wayne yonder is a ftrong knyghte / and I am fure he hath fla-

10 yne fyr kay / And I fee by his grete ftrengthe it wyll be hard

to matche hym / And there with al fyre Vwayne gate his fpe-

re in his hand and rode toward fyre Launcelot / and fyr laun-

celot knewe hym wel / and foo he mette hym on the playne / &

gafe hym fuche a buffette that he was aflonyed / that longe he

15 wyft not where he was / Now fee I wel fayd fyre gawaync
I mufl encoutre with that kny3t / Thenne he dreffid he his fheld

and gate a good fpere in his hand / and fyre launcelot kne-

we hym wel
/
and thenne they lete renne theyr horfes with all

theyr myghtes /
and eyther knyght fmote other in myddes of

-o the flielde
/

But fyre gawayns fpere to braft / and fyre launcelot

charged fo fore vpon hym that his hors reuerfed vp fo doune

And moche forowe had fyre gawa}-n to auoyde his hors
/ and

fo fyre launcelot paffed on a paas and fmyled and faid god

gyue hym ioye that this fpere made / for there came neuer a bet-

-5 ter in my hand / Thenne the four knyghtes wente echone to o-

ther and comforted eche other / what faye ye by this geft fayd

fyre Gawayne / that one fpere hath feld vs al foure / we com-

maunde hym vnto the deuyl they fayd al / for he is a man of

grete myght / ye may wel faye it / fayd fyre gawayne / that he is

30 a man of myght / for I dare lay my hede it is fyre Launcelot

I knowe it by his rydyng /
Lete hym goo fayd fyre Gawayn

- for whan we come to the courte than flial we wete / and then-

ne had they moche forowe to gete theyr horfes ageyne

C Capitulum yiiij

K^-l Ow leue we there & fpeke of fyr Launcelot that rode a

35 Mm grete whyle in a depe forefl where he favv a black brachet
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fekyng in maner as it had ben in the feaute of an hurt dere /

And ther with he rode after the brachct and he fawe lye on the

ground a large feaute of blood /
And thenne fyre launcelot

rode after /
And euer the Brachct loked behynd her /

and foo

fhe wente thorou a grete marcyfe / and euer fyre launcelot folo- s

wed /
And thenne was he ware of an old manoyr /

and thy-

der ranne the brachet / and foo ouer the brydge / Soo fyre laun-

celot rode ouer that brydge that was old and feble / and whan

he cam in myddes of a grete halle ther he fawe lye a dede kny-

ght that was a femely man
/
and that brachet lycked his wo- lo

undes /
and there with al came oute a lady wepyng & wryn-

gyng her handes /
And thenne flic fayd / O knyghte to moche

forowe haft thou broughte me
/ Why faye ye foo fayd fyre laun-

celot /
I dyd neucr this knyghte no harme / for hyther by feau-

te of blood this Brachet broughte me / And therfor fayre la- is

dy be not difpleafed with me / for I am ful fore agreued of

your greuaunce / Truly fyre fhe fayd I trowe hit be not ye that

hath flayne my hufljand / for he that dyd that dede is fore wo-

unded / & he is neuer lyckly to recouer /
that (lial I enfure hym /

What was your hufbandes name fayd fyre laucelot / Syre fayd :o

(he
/

his name was called fyre Gylbert the baftard one of the

beft knyghtes of the world /
and he that hath flayne hym I

knowe not his name / Now god fende you better comforte fa-

yd fyre launcelot /
and foo he departed and wente in to the fo-

reft ageyne /
and there he met with a damoyfel /

the whiche kne- 25

we hym wel /
and fhe fayd on loude wel be ye fond my lord

And now I requyre the on thy knyghthode helpe my brother

that is fore wounded /
and ncuer ftynteth bledyng / for this day

he fought with fyre gylbert the baftard & flewc hym in playn

bataylle /
and there was my broder fore wounded / and there is 30

a lady a forcereffe that duelleth in a caflel here befyde /
and this

day Ihe told me / my broders woundes fliold neuer be hole tyl I

coud fynde a knyght that wold go in to the chappel peryllous / &
ther he fhold fynde a fvverd and a blody clothe that the woun-

ded knyght was lapped in / and a pyece of that clothe & fvverd 35

fliold hele my broders woundes fo that his woundes were fer-

ched with the fwerde and the clothe / This is a merueyllous

thynge fayd fyre launcelot
/ but what is your broders name /

[lejf 103]



JSool! vi.] [
206

] [Cbap. jv.

Syre flic fayd /
his name was fyre Melyot dc logurs / that mc

repenteth faid fyre launcelott / for he is a felawe of the table

round / and to his helpe I wylle doo my power / Thenne fyre

fayd flie / folowe euen this hyhe waye / and it wyl brynge you
5 vnto the chappel peryllous / And here I flialle abyde tyl god

fend you here ageyne / and but you fpede I knowe no kny3te

lyuynge that may encheue that aduenture

C Capitulum yv

l^Yyght foo fyr Launcelot departed / And whan he cam

^M mvnto the chappel peryllous / he alyghte doune / and te-

10 yed his hors vnto a lytyl gate / and as foone as he was with

in the chirche yard / he fawe on the frount of the chappel many

fayre ryche fheldes torned vp fo doune / and many of the fhel-

des fyre launcelot had fene knyghtes here byfore hand
/ wyth

that he fawe by hym there flande a xxx greete knyghtes more

15 by a yarde than ony man that euer he had fene / and all tho

greued and gnafled at fyre launcelot / And whan he fawe

theyr countenaunce he dred hym fore / and foo putte his fhelde

afore hym / and toke his fwerd redy in his hand redy vnto ba-

taylle /
and they were al armed in black harneis redy with her

20 flieldes and her fwerdes drawen / And whan fyr Launcelot

wold haue gone thorou oute them / they fcateryd on euery fy-

de of hym / and gaf hym the way / and ther with he waxed al

bold / and entred in to the chappel / and thenne he fawe no ly-

ght /
but a dymme lamp brennynge /

and thenne was he ware

25 of a corps hylled with a clothe of fylke / Thenne fyre Launce-

lot ftouped doune / and cutte a pyece awey of that clothe / and

thenne it ferd vnder hym as the erthe had quaked a lytel /

there with al he feryd / And thenne he fawe a fayre fwerd lye

by the dede knyghte / and that he gate in his hand and hyed

30 hym oute of the chapel / Anone as euer he was in the chappel

yarde /
alle the knyghtes fpak to hym with a grymly voys / and

fayd knyghte fyr launcelot leye that fwerd from the or ellys

thou fhalt dye / whether that I lyue or dye fayd fyr launcelot

with noo grete word gete ye hit ageyne / therfor fyghte for it

35 and ye lyfl: / Thenne ryght foo he paffed thorou out them / and
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by yonde the chappel yarde ther mette hym a fayre damoyfel &

fayd fyr launcelot leue that fwerd behynde the
/
or thou wil

dye for it /
I leue it not fayd fyr launcelot for no treatys /

No fayd flie and thou dydeft loue that fwerd / queue gwene-

uer fhold thou neuer fee /
thenne were I a foole and I wold 5

leue this fwerd fayd launcelot / Now gentyl knyghte fayde

the damoyfel /
I requyre the to kyffe me but ones / Nay fayd

fyr launcelot that god me forbede
/
wel fyr fayd iTie / and thou

haddeft kyffed me / thy lyf dayes had ben done / but now alias

fhe faid I haue lolle al my labour /
for I ordeyned this chap- 10

pel for thy fake /
and for fyre gawayne / And ones I had fyr

Gawayne within me
/
and at that tyme he foughte with that

knyghte that lyeth there dede in yonder chappel fyre Gylbert

the baftard . and at that tyme he fmote the lyfte hand of of fir

Gylbert the baftard /
And fyre Launcelot now I telle the / I 15

haue loued the this feucn yere / but there may no woman ha-

ue thy loue but queue Gweneuer / But fythen I maye not

reioyce the to haue thy body on lyue I had kepte no more ioye

in this world / but to haue thy body dede
/
Thenne wold I ha-

ue baumed hit and ferued hit / and foo haue kepte it my lyfe jo

dayes /
and dayly I iliold haue clypped the / and kyffed the in

defpyte of Ouenc Gweneuer / ye faye wcl fayd fyr launcelot

Ihefu preferue me from your fubtyle craftes /
And ther with al

he took his hors and foo departed from her /
And as the book fa-

yth whan fyr launcelot was departed flic took fuche forou that 25

Ihe dyed within a fourten nyghte /
and her name was Hella-

wes the forcereffc lady of the caftel Nygramous / Anone fyre

launcelot mette with the damoyfel fyre Melyotis fyfter / And
whan file fawe hym flie clapped her handes / and wepte for ioye

And thenne they rode vnto a caftel there by where lay fyr Me- 30

lyot / And anone as fyre launcelot fawe hym / he knewe hym /

but he was paffynge pale as the erthe for bledyng / whan fyre

Melyot fawe fyre launcelot he kneled vpon his knees and cry-

ed on hyghe / O lord fyr launcelot helpe me / Anone fyre laun-

celot lepte vnto hym and touched his woundes with fyr Gyl- 35

bertes fwerde
/ And thenne he wyped his woundes with a part

of the blody clothe that fir gylbert was wrapped in / and anon

an holer man in his lyf was he neuer
/
And thenne ther was
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grete ioye bytwene hem / and they made fyr launcelot all the che-

re that they myghte / and foo on the morne fyre launcelot toke

his leue / and baddc fyre Melyot hye hym to the courte of my
lord Arthur / for it draweth nyhe to the fceft of pentecofte / and

5 there by the grace of god ye fiial fynde me
/ and thcrwith they

departed /

C Capitulum yvj

f^f Nd foo fyre Launcelot rode thorou many flraunge co-

/^f^^r untreyes ouer marys and valeyes tyl by fortune he

came to a fayre caftel / and as he pafte beyonde the cartel / hym
10 thought he hcrde two bellys rynge . And thenne was he ware of

a Faucon came fleynge ouer his hede toward an hyghe elme /

and longe lunys aboute her feet /
and flie flewe vnto the elme

to take her perche /
the lunys ouer caft aboute a bough / And

whanne flie wold haue taken her flyghte / flie henge by the !eg-

15 ges faft
/
and fyre launcelot fawe how he henge / and bylield the

fayre faucon perygot / & he was fory for her / The meane why-
le came a lady oute of the caftel and cryed on hygHe O laun-

celot launcelot as thou arte floure of alle knyghtes helpe me
to gete my hauke / for and my hauke be lofl / my lord wyl def-

2o troye me /
for I kepte the hauke and flic flypped from me / and

yf my lord my hufband wete hit / he is foo hafty that he wyll

flee me
/ What is your lordes name fayd fir Launcelot / fir flie

faid his name is fire Phelot a knygthe that longeth vnto the

the kynge of Northgalys / wel fayre lady fyn that ye knowe my
25 name and requyre me of knyghthode to helpe yow I wylle doo

what I may to gete your hauke /
and yet god knoweth I am

an ylle clymber and the tree is paffynge hyghe / and fewe bo-

wes to helpe me with alle / And ther with fir launcelot aly^te

and tcyed his hors to the fame tree
/
and prayd the lady to

30 vnarme hym / And foo whan he was vnarmed / he put of alle

his clothes vnto his flierte and breche /
and with myghte &

force he clamme vp to the faucon
/
and teyed the lunys to a gre-

te rotten boyflie / and threwe the hauke doune and it with alle /

Anone the lady gate the hauke in her hand / and there with al

35 came oute fyre phelot oute of the greuys fodenly / that was her
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hufband al armed / and with his naked fwerd in his hand

and fayd O knyghtc launcelot now haue I fond the as I

wold and ftode at the bole of the tree to flee hym / A lady fa-

yd fyre Launcelot why haue ye bytrayed me / She hath done

fayd fyre Phelot but as I commaunded her /
and therfor ther 5

nys none other boote but thyne houre is come that thou mufte

dye / That were ihame vnto the fayd fyre launcelot thou an ar-

med knyghte to flee a naked man by treafon / thou geteft no-

ne other grace fayd fyre phelot and therefor helpe thy felf and

thou canft / Truly fayde fyre launcelot that flial be thy fliame /
10

but fyn thou wylt doo none other
/ take myn barneys with the

and hange my fwerd c vpon a bough that I maye gete hit
/
&

thenne doo thy beft to flee me and thou canft / Nay nay faid fir

Phelot / for I knowe the better than thou weneft
/ therfor thow

geteft no wepen and I may kepe you ther fro / Alias faid fir 15

launcelot that euer a knyghte fhold dye wepenles /
And ther

with he wayted aboue hym and vnder hym /
and ouer his he-

de he fawe a rovvnfepyk a bygge bough leueles
/
and ther with

he brake it of by the body /
And thenne he came lower & away-

ted how his owne hors ftode / and fodenly he lepte on the fer- 20

ther fyde of the hors froward the knyghte / And thenne fir phe-

lot laffhed at hym egerly wenynge to haue flayne hym / But

fyr Launcelot putte aweye the flroke with the rounfepyk / and

ther with he fmote hym on the one fyde of the hede that he felle

doune in a fwoune to the ground / Soo thenne fyre launcelot 25

took his fwerd oute of his hand and ftroke his neck fro the

body / Thenne cryed the lady /
Alias why haft thou flayne my

hufl^and
/

I am not caufer fayd fyre launcelot / for with falf-

hede ye wold haue had flayne me with trefon / and now it is

fallen on you bothe / And thenne flie founed as though fhe 30

wold dye / And ther with al fyre launcelot gate al his armo-

ur as wel as he myght / and put hit vpon hym for drede of

more reforte / for he dredde that the kny3tes caftel was foo nygh
And foo as foone as he myght he took his hors and departed
and thanked god that he had efcaped that aduenturc 35

C Capitulnm yvij
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SOo
fyre launcelot rode many wyldc wayes thorou out

mareys and many wylde wayes / And as he rode in

a valey he fawe a knyght chacynge a lady with a na-

ked fwerd to haue flayn her
/
And by fortune as this kny5te

5 Ihold haue flayne thys lady flie cryed on fyr Launcelot and

prayd hym to rcfcowe her / Whan fyre launcelot fawe that me-

fchyef / he took his hors and rode bytwene them / fayeng kny3te

fy for fliame / why wolt thou flee this lady / thou doft fliame vn-

to the and alle knyghtes / what hafte thou to doo betwyx me &
10 my wyf / fayd the knyght / I wylle flee her maugre thy hede /

that flialle ye not fayd fyr launcelot / for rather we two wylle

haue adoo to gyders / Syre Launcelot fayd the knyght thow

doeft not thy part / for this lady hath bytrayed me / hit is not

fo fayd the lady / truly he fayth wronge on me / And for by ca-

15 ufe I loue and cheryfflie my cofyn germayne / he is lalous

betwixe hym and me / And as I flialle anfuer to god three

was neuer fynne betwyxe vs /
But fir fayd the lady as thou

arte called the worfliipfulleft knyghte of the world I requy-

re the of true kny3thode kepe me and faue me / For what fom-

20 euer ye faye he wyl flee me / for he is withoute mercy / haue ye

no double fayd launcelot it flial not lye in his power / Syr fa-

yd the knyghte in your fyghte I wyl be ruled as ye wylle

haue me /
And foo fir launcelot rode on the one fyde and flie on

the other /
he had not ryden but a whyle /

but the knyghte badde

25 fir Launcelot torne hym and loke behynde hym / and fayde fyre

yonder come men of armes after vs rydynge /
And foo fir la-

uncelot torned hym and thoughte no treafon /
and there wyth

was the knyghte and the lady on one fyde / & fodenly he fwap-

ped of his ladyes hede /
And whan fyr Launcelot hadde afpy-

30 ed hym what he had done /
he fayd and called hym traytour

thou haft fliamed me for euer /
and fodenly fir launcelot aly5te

of his hors and pulled oute hrs fwerd to flee hym /
and there

with al he felle flat to the erthe / and grypped fir launcelot by

the thycs and cryed mercy / Fy on the fayd fir launcelot thow

35 fliameful knyght thou mayft haue no mercy /
and therfor ary-

fe and fyghte with me / nay fayde the knyghte I wyl neuer

aryfe tyl ye graunte me mercy / Now wyl I profer the fayr fa-

id launcelot I wyl vnarme me vnto my flierte / and I wylle
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haue nothyng vpon me / but my flierte and my fwerd and my
hand

/ And yf thou canft flee me / quyte be thou for euer / nay
fir faid Pedyuere that wille I neuer / wel faid fir Launcelott

take this lady and the hede / and bere it vpon the / and here flialt

thou fwere vpon my fwerd to bere it alweyes vpon thy back 5

and neuer to refte tyl thou come to queue Gueneuer / Syre fa-

yd he that wylle I doo by the feithe of my body / Now faid la-

uncelot telle me what is your name / fir my name is Pedyue-
re / In a fliameful houre were thou borne faid launcelot / Soo

Pedyuere departed with the dede lady and the hede / and fond 1°

the queue with kynge Arthur at wyncheftre / and there he told

alle the trouthe / Syre kny3t faid the queue this is an horryble

dede and a Ihameful
/ and a grct-^ rebuke vnto fire launcelott

But not withftondynge his worfhip is not knowen in many
dyuerfe countreyes / but this flialle I gyue you in penaunce '5

make ye as good flvyfte as ye can ye fhal bere this lady with

you on horfbak vnto the pope of Rome / and of hym receyue

your penaunce for your foule dedes / and ye fhalle neuer refte

one nyghte there as ye doo another / and ye goo to ony bedde the

dede body fhal lye with you / this othe there he made and foo de- '°

parted / And as it telleth in the frenfOie book / whan he cam to

Rome / the pope badde hym goo ageyne vnto queue Gueneuer

and in Rome was his lady beryed by the popes commaunde-

ment / And after this fir Pedyuere felle to grete goodneffe / &
was an holy man and an heremyte 25

C Capitulum yviii

IB^-l Ow tome we vnto fir launcelot du lake that came ho-

%^ ^me two dayes afore the feefl of Pentecoft / and the ky-

ng and alle the courte were paffynge fayne of his comynge /

And whanne fire Gawayne / fir Vwayne / fire Sagramore / fir

E6lor de marys fawe fire Launcelot in Kayes armour / thenne 3°

they wift wel it was he that fmote hem doune al with one fpe-

re
/ Thenne there was laughyng and fmylyng amonge them

/

and euer now and now came alle the Knyghtes home that fir

Turquyn hadde pryfoners and they alle honoured and wor-

Ihipped fyre launcelot / ^ Whanne fire Gaheryes herd them 35
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fpeke /
he faid / I fawe alle the bataille from the begynnyng to

the endynge / and there he told kyng Arthur alle how it was

and how fyre Turquyn was the ftrongcft knyghtc that eiier

he fawe exccpte fyre launcelot /
there were many knyghtes bare

5 hym record nyghe thre fcore /
Thenne fire kay told the kynge /

how fyr launcelot had refcowed hym whan he fliold haue ben

ilayne / and how he made the knyghtes yelde hem to me /
and

not to hym /
And there they were al thre

/
and bare record /

and

by Ihefu faid fyr kay by caufe fyr launcelot took my harneis

lo and lefte me his
/

I rode in good pees / and no man wold ha-

ue adoo with me / ^ Anone there with alle ther came the thre

knyghtes that fought with fyre launcelot at the longe brydgc

And there they yelded hem vnto fyr kay /
and fir kay forfoke

hem and faid he foughte neuer with hem /
but I fliall eafe yo-

15 ur herte faid fir kay / yonder is fyr launcelot that ouercam you

whan they wyft that / they were glad / And thenne fyr Mely-

ot de logrys came home / and told the kynge how fyr launcelot

had faued hym fro the dethe / and all his dedes were knowen

how foure quenes forcereffes had hym in pryfon / and how he

20 was delyuerd by kynge Bagdemagus doughter / Alfo there

were told alle grete dedes of armes that fyr launcelot dyd
betwixe the two kynges / that is for to fayc the kynge of north-

galys and kynge Bagdemagus Alle the trouthe fyr Gaha-

lantyne dyd telle / and fyre Mador de la porte and fyre Mor-

25 dred
/ for they were at that fame turnement / ^ Thenne cam in

the lady that knewe fyr launcelot whan that he wounded fyr

Bellyus at the pauelione / And there atte requeft of fyr lau-

celot fyr Bellyus was made knyghte of the round table /

And foo at that tyme fir launcelot had the grettefl name of

jo ony knyghte of the world / and moft he was honoured of hyhe
and lowe

C Espliclt tbe noble talc of fsr Xauncclot &u laftc wbtcbe is

tbe vj booli

C if^cre folowetb tbe tale of l\u* ©aretb of ©rhenev? tbat was
calleb JSeaumagns bs f^r ftag an& is tbe feucutb book
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C Capitulum primum
Han Arthur held his round table mooft ple-

nour
/

it fortuned that he commaunded that the

hyhe feeft of Pentecoft fliold be holden at a cy-

te and a Cartel the whichc in tho dayes was

called kynke kenadonne vpon the fondes that 5

marched nyghe walys / ^ Soo euer the kyng hadde a cuftom

that at the feeft of Pentecoft in efpecyal afore other feeftes in

the yere he wold not goo that daye to mete vntyl he had herd

or fene of a grete merueylle /
And for that cuftome alle ma-

ner of ftraunge aduentures came before Arthur as at that fe- "^

eft before allc other fccfles
/
And foo fire Gawayne a lytyl to

fore none of the daye of Pentecoft afpyed att a wyndowe thre

men vpon horfbak and a dwarf on foote /
and foo the thre men

alighte and the dwarf kepte their horfes /
and one of the thre

men was hyher than the other tweyne by a foote and a half '5

Thenne fir Gawayne wente vnto the kynge and fayd /
fire go

to your mete / for here at the hande comen ftraunge aduentures

So Arthur wente vnto his mete with many other kynges /

And there were all the knyghtes of the round table only tho

that were pryfoners or flayn at a recountre
/
thenne at the hy- 20

he feeft euermore they finold be fulfilled the hole nombre of an

C and fyfty / for thenne was the round tabic fully complifflied

Ryght foo cam in to the halle two men wel bifene and ryche-

ly / and vpon their fliolders there Icned the goodlyeft yong man
& the fairefl; that euer they al fawe / & he was large and long -'j

and brode in the fliolders & wel vj-faged /
and the fayrcst and

the largeft handed that euer man fawe
/
but he ferd as though

he myght not goo nor bere hym felf / but yf he lened vpon their

fiiolders
/ Anon as Arthur fawe hym there was made pees &

rome
/
& tyght fo they yede with hym vnto the hyghe deyfe with- 3°

out fayeng of ony wordes
/
thenne this moche yong man pul-

led hym a bak and eafily ftretched vp ftreyghte / fayeng kynge
Arthur god you blifle and al your fair felaufliip / and in cfpe-

cial the felaufliip of the table roundc / And for thys caufe I

am come hyder to praye you and requyre you to gyue me thre 35

yeftes /
and they flialle not be vnrefonably aflvcd

/
but that ye

may worfliipfully and honorably graunte hem me / and to you
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no grete hurtc nor loffe /
And the fyrft done and gyftc I wil

a(ke now / and the other two yeftes I wylle afl<c this daye

twelue moneth /
where fomeuer ye hold your hyghe feeft /

Now
afke fayd Arthur /

and ye fhalle haue your afkyng

5 ^ Now fyre this is my petycyon for thys feed / that ye wylle

gyue me mete and drynke fuffycyauntly for this twelue mo-

neth
/
and at that day I wylle afke myn other two yeftes

^ My fayr fone fayd Arthur afke better I counceille the for

this is but a fymple afkynge /
for my herte geueth me to the

10 gretely that thou arte come of men of worfhyp /
and gretely

my confayte fayleth me
/
but thou flialt preue a man of ryghte

grete worfliip / Syre he fayd / ther of be as it be may I haue af-

ked that I wylle afke
/
wel fayd the kynge ye fhal have me-

te & drynke ynou} / I neuer deffended ^ none /
nother my fren-

15 de ne my foo / But what is thy name I wold wete / I can

not telle you fayd he /
that is merueylle fayd the kynge / that

thou knoweft not thy name
/
and thou arte the goodlyeft yong

man one that euer I fawe /
Thenne the kyng betook hym to fir

kay the fteward / and charged hym that he fliold gyue hym
20 of al maner of metes and drynkes of the beft / and alfo that

he hadde al maner of fyndynge as though he were a lordes fo-

ne
/ that fhal lytel nede fayd fyr kay to doo fuche cofl vpon hym

For I dare undertake he is a vylayne borne / and neuer will

make man / for and he had come of gentylmen he wold haue

25 axed of you hors and armour / but fuche as he is fo he afketh

And fythen he hath no name /
I fliall yeue hym a name that

fhal be Beaumayns that is fayre handes / and in to the kechen

I fhalle brynge hym / and there he fhal haue fatte broweys

euery day y he fhall be as fatte by the twelue monethes ende

30 as a porke hog / ryght foo the two men departed and belefte

hym to fyr kay / that fcofned hym and mocked hym ^ ^3 \i

^^i^Here at was fir Gawayn wroth / & in efpecyal fir la-

d 1 uncelot bad fir kay leue his mockyng /
for I dare laye

^^^ my hede he fhall preue a man of grete worfliip / lete be /

35 faid fir kay /
it may not be by no reafon / for as he is / fo he hath

afked / Beware faid fyre Launcelot
/

fo ye gafe the good kny^t

Brewnor fyre Dynadamys broder a name / and ye called

hym la cote male tayle / and that tourned you to anger after-
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ward / As for that fayd fyr kay this fhall neuer prcuc none

fuche / For fyr Brewnor defyred euer worfliip and thys defy-

reth breed & drynke / & brothe vpon payne of my lyf he was

foftred vp in fome abbay /
and how fomeucr it was they fay-

led mete and drynke / and foo hyther he is come for his fuf- S

tenaunce ^ And foo fyre kay badde gete hym a

place and fytte doune to mete / foo Beaumayns wente to the

halle dore / and fette hym doune amonge boyes and laddys / &
there he etc fadly /

And thenne fyre launcelot after mete badde

hym come to his chamber
/
And there he fliold haue mete and 10

drynke ynough /
And foo dyd fyre Gawayne /

but he reffufed

hem al
/
he wold doo none other / but as fyr kay commaunded

hym for no profer /
But as toucbynge fyre Gawayn he hadde

refon to profer hym lodgyng mete and diynke /
for that profer

came of his blood / for he was ncre kynne to hym than he wyft 15

But that as fyre launcelot dyd was of his grete gentylnes

and curtofye ^ Soo thus he was puttc in to the

kechyn and laye nyghtly as the boyes of the kechen dyd /

And foo he endured alle that twelue moneth
/
and neuer dif-

pleafyd man nor chylde /
but alweyes he was meke & mylde /

20

But euer whanne that he fawe ony Iufb}-nge of knyghtes /

that wold he fee and he myght /
And euer fyre launcelot wold

gyue hym gold to fpende and clothes
/
and foo dyd fyre Ga-

wayne / and where there were ony mayftryes done
/
there atte

wold he be
/
and there myghte none caft barre nor ftone to hym 25

by two j'crdys / Thenne wold fyre kay faye how lyketh yow

my boye of the kechyn /
foo it paft on tyl the feeft of Whytfon-

tyde /
And at that tyme the kynge heldc hit att Carlyon in the

mooft royalleft wyfe that myghte be
/ lyke as he dyd yerly /

But the Kynge wold no mete ete vpon the whyyfonday vn- 30

tyl he herd fome aduenturcs / Thenne cam ther a fquyer to the

Kyng / and faid / fyre ye mayc goo to your mete
/

for here cometh

a damoyfel with fomme ftraunge aduenturcs / thenne was the

Kynge gladde and fette hym doune / ^ Ryghte foo ther came

a damoyfel in to the halle and falewed the Kynge and prayd 35

hym of focour
/

for whome fayd the Kynge what is the aducn-

ture / ^ Syre flie fayd I haue a lady of grete worfliip and

renomme /
and flie is byfeged with a tyraunte fo that flie may
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not outc of her caftcl / And by caufc here are callyd the no-

blefi: knyghtes of the world
/

I come to you to praye you of

focour / What heteth your lady and where dwelleth flie / & who

IS he / & what is his name that hath byfeged her
/ fyre kyng flie

5 faide
/
as for mj' ladyes name that fhall not ye knowe for me

as at this tyme /
but I lete you wete flie is a lady of grete wor-

fhip and of grete landes / And as for the tyraunt that byfye-

geth her and deftroyeth her landes he is called the rede knyght
of the reed laundes /

I knowe hym not fayd the kynge / Syre
lo faid fyre Gawayne /

I knowe hym wel for he is one of the pe-

rilloufl knyghtes of the world / men faye that he hath feuen

mennys ftrengthe /
and from hym I efcaped ones ful hard /

with my lyf / Fayre damoyfel fayd the kynge there ben kny^-

tes here wolde doo her power for to refcowe your lady / but by

15 caufe ye wylle not telle her name nor where fhe dwelleth / ther-

for none of my knyghtes that here be now flial goo with yow

by my wylle / thenne muft I fpeke further fayd the damoyfel

MC (Tapitulum iij

Yth thefe wordes came before the kynge Beaumayns

whyle the damo}-fel was ther/& thus he faid fyr Kyng
20 god thanke you I haue ben this xij monethe in your kechyn

and haue hadde my ful fuftenauce and now I will afke my
two yeftes that ben behynde / Afl^e vpon my peryl faid the ky-

nge / Syre this fhal be my two gyftes / fyrft that ye wil gra-

unte me to haue this aduenture of the damoyfel / for hit belon-

25 geth vnto me / thou flialt haue hit fayd the kyng I graunte it

the / thenne fyr this is the other yeft / that ye fhal bydde Launce-

lot du lake to make me kny3t for of hym I wil be made kny-

ght and els of none
/
And whanne I am pafle I praye yow

lete hym ryde after me and make me Knyght /
whan I requy-

30 re hym / Al this fhal be done fayd the Kynge / Fy on the fayde
the damoyfel / fhalle I haue none but one that is your kechyn

page / thenne was fhe wrothe and toke her hors and departed /

And with that there cam one to Kcaumayns and told hym
his hors and armour was come for hym / and there was the

35 dwarf come with all thyng that hym neded in the rychefl: ma-

ner /
ther at al the court had moche merueill from whens cam al

Jj'
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gere / Soo whanne he was armed ther was none but fewe foo

goodely a man as he was / and ryght foo as he came in to the

halle and took his leue of kyng Arthur & fir Gawayn & fyr

launcelot / and prayed that he wolde hyhe after hym / and foo

departed and rode after the damoyfel

C Capitulum iiij

m Vt there wente many after to behold how wel he was

horfed and trapped in clothe of gold /
but he had ney-

ther flielde nor fpere /
Thenne fyr kay fayd al open in the halle

I wylle ryde after my boye in the kechyn to wete / whether he

wylle knowe me for his better /
Said fyr launcelot and fir ga- 10

wayn yet abyde at home / So fyr kay made hym redy and took

his hors and his fpere and rode after hym /
And ryghte as

Beaumayns ouertook the damoyfel / ryghte foo cam fyre kay &

fayd Beumayns what fyre knowe ye not me
/
Thenne he tor-

ned his hors /
and knewe hit was fir kay / that had done hym 15

alle the defpyte as ye haue herde afore / ye fayd beaumayns I

knowe }'ow for an vngentyl knyghte of the courte / and ther-

fore beware of me / There with fyre kay putte his fpere in the

reyfte /
and ranne ftreyghte vpon hym /

and beaumayns cam as

fafl vpon hym with his fwerd in his hand / and foo he putte 20

awey his fpere with his fwerd and with a foyne threfted hym
thorou the fyde /

that fyr kay felle doune as he had ben dede
/ &

he alyght doune and took fir kayes flielde and his fpere / and

ftarte vpon his owne hors and rode his waye /
Al that fawe

fyr launcelot and foo dyd the damoyfel /
And thenne he badde 25

his dwarf ftarte vpon fir kayes hors
/
and foo he dyd / by that

fyre Launcelot was come /
thenne he profered fir laucelot to luf-

te /
and eyther made hem redy /

and they came to gyder foo fyerf-

ly that eyther bare doune other to the erthe /
and fore were they

bryfed /
Thenne fir launcelot arofe and halpe hym fro his hors 3°

And thenne beaumayns threwe his flield from hym /
and pro-

fered to fyghte with fir launcelot on foote
/
and foo they rafflied

to gyders lyke borys tracynge / rafynge and foynynge to the
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moiintcnaunce of an hourc / and fyre launcelot feltc hym foo

bygge that he merueyllcd of his ftrengthe / for he fought more

lyker a gyaunt than a knyght / and that his fyghtyngc was

durable and paffynge perillous /
For fyr launcelot had fo mo-

5 che adoo with hym that he dred hym felf to be fhamed / and fa-

yd Beaumayns fyghte not fo fore / youre quarel and myn is

not foo gretc but we may leue of / Truly that is trouthc fayd

Beaumayns / but it doth me good to fele your myght / and yet

my lord I fliewed not the vtteraunce

1^ C Capitulum Quintum
10 "^^^ N goddes name fayd fyr launcelot / for I promyfe you

\J by the feythe of my body I had as moche to doo as I

myght to faue my felf fro you vnfhamed
/ and therfore haue

j-e no doubte of none erthely knyghte / Hope ye fo that I maye
ony whyle ftand a proued knyght fayd Beaumayns / ye fa-

15 yd Launcelot / doo as ye haue done / and I flial be your wara-

unt / Thenne I praye you fayd Beaumayns yeue me the or-

dre of knyghthode / thenne muft ye telle me your name feyd la-

uncelot
/
and of what kynne ye be borne / Syr foo that ye wylle

not difcouer me I flial fayd Beaumayns / nay fayd fyre lau-

20 celot
/
and that I promyfe yow by the feithe of my body / vn tyl

hit be openly knowen / Thenne fyr he fayd my name is Gareth

and broder vnto fyr Gawayn of fader and moder / A fyr faid

Launcelot I am more gladder of you than I was / For euer

me thou5te ye fliold be of a grete blood / and that ye cam' not

25 to the courte neyther for mete ne for drynke / And thenne fire

Launcelot gaf hym thordre of kny^thode / and thenne fire Ga-

reth prayd hym for to departe and letc hym goo / Soo fyre la-

uncelot departed from hym and came to fyre kay and maade

hym to be born home vpon his flielde / and fo he was helyd hard

30 with the lyf / and al men fcorned fyr kay /
and in efpecyal fir

Gavvayne and fyre launcelot fayd it was not his parte to re-

buke no yong man / for ful lytel knewe he of what bj-rth he

is comen / and for what caufe he came to this courte
/ and foo

we leue fyr kay and torne we vnto Beaumayns / whanne he

35 had ouertaken the damoyfel / anone fhe fayd what doft thow

here /
thou ftynkeft al of the kechyn / thy clothes ben bawdy of
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the grecce and talowe that thou gayneft in kyng Arthurs ke-

chyn /
weneft thou fayd flie that I alowe the for yonder kny3t

that thou kylleft / Nay truly / for thou fleweft hym vnhappely

and cowardly /
therfor torne ageyn bawdy kechyn page / I kno-

we the wel / for fyre kay named the Beaumayns / what arte 5

thou but a lufke and a torner of broches and a ladyl wefflier

Damoyfel fayd Beaumayns faye to me what ye wylle / I

wylle not goo from you what fomeuer ye fay / for I haue vn-

tertake to kynge Arthur for to acheue your aduenture / and fo

fhal I fynyfflie it to the ende / eyther I flial dye therfore
/ Fy 10

on the kechyn knaue wolt thou fynyfflie myn aduenture / thou

fhalt anone be met with al
/
that thou woldeft not for alle the

brothe that euer thou foupeft ones loke hym in the face / I flial

affaye fayd Beaumayns /
Soo thus as they rode in the wo-

ode /
ther came a man fleynge al that euer he myghte / whether 15

wolt thou fayd Beaumayns /
O lord he faid

/ helpe me
/

for he-

re by in a flade are fyxe theues that haue taken my lord and

bounde hym / foo I am aferd left they wyl flee hym / Bryngc
me thyder faid Beaumayns /

and foo they rode to gydcrs vn-

tyl they came there as was the knyghte boundcn / and thcnne 20

he rode vnto hem / and flrake one vnto the dethe / and thenne an

other / and at the thyrd flrokc he flcwc the thyrdde thcef / and

thenne the other thre fledde / And he rode after hem / and he o-

uertook hem / and thenne tho thre theues tourned ageyne and

affayled Beaumayns hard / but at the laft he flewe them
/ & re- 25

torned and vnbounde the knyghte /
And the knyght thanked

hym /
and prayd hym to ryde with hym to his cartel there a ly-

tel befyde / and he fhold worfliipfully rewarde hym for his go-
od dedes

/ Syr fayd Beaumayns I wille no reward haue /

I was this day made knyghte of noble fyr launcelot / & ther- 30

for I wylle no reward haue / but god rewarde me / And alfo

I muft folowe this damoyfel / And whan he came nyghc her

flie bad hym ryde fro her / for thou fmellyft al of the kechyn /

Weneft thou that I haue loye of the / for al this dede that thou

haft done nys but myfliappen the
/ But thou flialt fee a fyghte 35

flial make the tornc ageyne and that lyghtly / Thenne the fa-

me knyght whiche was refcowed of the theues rode after that

damoyfel and prayed her to lodge with hym alle that nyghte
And by caufe it was nere nyght / the damoyfel rode with hym
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to his caflel / and there they had grete chere / and at fouper the

knyght fat fyr Beumayns afore the damoifel / Fy fy faid flie

fyr knyghte ye are vncurtoys to fette a kechyn page afore me

hym byfemeth better to ftycke a fwyne than to fytte afore a da-

5 moyfel of hyhe parage / thenne the knyght was afhamed atte

her wordes
/
and took hym vp / and fette hym at afyde bord

/

and fette hym felf afore hym / and foo al that nyght they had

good chere and mery refte
/

C Capitulum fcytnm

l-^-l Nd on the morn the damoifel & he took their leue & than-

10 /^I'^ked the knyght / and foo departed / and rode on her

way / vntyl they came to a grete foreft
/ And there was a grete

ryuer and but one paffage /
and ther were redy two knyghtes

on the ferther fyde to lette them the paffage / what faift thou fa-

yd the damoyfel / wylt thou matche yonder knyghtes or torne

'5 ageyne / Nay fayd fyr Beaumayns I wyl not torne ageyn
and they were fyxe mo

/ And ther with al he raffliyd in to the

water /
and in myddes of the water eyther brake their fperes

vpon other to their handes / and thenne they drewe their fwer-

des / and fmote egerly at other
/ And at the laft fyr Beauma-

20 yns fmote the other vpon the helme that his hede ftonyed / and

there with alle he felle doune in the water / and there was he

drowned / And thene he fporyd his hors vpon the londe
/ whe-

re the other knyghte felle vpon hym / and brake his fpere / and

foo they drewe theyr fvverdes / and foughte longe to gyders

25 At the lafle fyre Beaumayns clafe his helme and his heede

doune to the fliolders / and foo he rode vnto the damoyfel & bad

her ryde forth on her way / Alias flie fayd that euer a kechen

page fliold haue that fortune to deftroye fuche two dou-^ty kn-

yghtes / thou weneft thou haft done doughtely that is not foo /

30 For the fyrfte knyghte his hors flumbled
/

and there he was

drouncd in the water / and neuer it was by thy force / nor by

thy myght /
And the laft knyghte by myfliap thou camyft be-

hj'nde hym and myfliappely thou flewe hym / Damoyfel fayd

Beaumayns ye maye faye what ye wyl / but with whom fom-

35 euer I haue a doo with al I trufte to god to ferue hym or he
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departe /
And therfor I recke not what ye fay foo that I may

Wynne youre lady / Fy fy foule kcchcn knaue thou flialt fee

knyghtes that Ihal abate thy booft
/ Fayre damoyfel gyue me

goodly langage / and thenne my care is paft / for what knygh-
tes fomeuer they be

/
I care not ne I doubtc hem not

/
Alfo fa- 5

yd file I faye it for thyne auayle / yet mayft thou torne ageyne
with thy worfliip / for and thou folowc me

/ thou arte but fla-

yne /
for I fee alle that euer thou doft is but by myfauenture /

and not by proweffe of thy handes
/

wel damoyfel ye may fay

what ye wylle / but where fomeuer ye goo I wylle folowe you 10

Soo this Beaumayns rode with that lady tyl euenfong tyme
and euer fhe chyde hym and wold not refte

/
And they cam

to a black launde /
and there was a black hauthorne / & theron

henge a blak baner
/
and on the other fyde there hengc a black

fiielde / and by hit ftode a black fpere grete and longe / and a 15

grete black hors couerd with fj-lke / and a black flone faft by

^y^ C Capitulum feptimum
/ 1 Her fat a knyghte al armed in black harneis / and

^^J^ his name was Y kny3t of the blak laude / thene Y ^^'

moyfel whanne flie fawe that knyghte flie badde hym flee doun

that valey for his hors was not fadeled
/ Gramercy fayd Be- ~°

aumayns / for alweyes ye wold haue me a coward / with that

the black knyghte / whanne flie came nyghe hym fpak / & fayd

damoyfel haue ye broughte this knyghte of kyngc Arthur to

be your champyon / Nay fayr knyghte fayd flie / this is but a

kechyn knaue that was fedde in kynge Arthurs kechyn for ^s

almeffe / Why cometh he fayd the knyghte in fuche aray / hit is

(hame that he bereth you company / fyr I can not be delyuerd
of hym fayd flie

/
for with me he rydeth maugre myn hede / god

wold that ye fliold put hym from me
/ outher to flee hym and

yc may /
for he is an vnhappy knaue / and vnhappely he hath do- 3°

nc this day / thorou myfliappe I fawe hym flee two knyghtes
at the paffage of the water / and other dedes he dyde beforne ry-

ght merucyllous and thorou vnhappynes / that merueylled
me fayd the black knyghte that ony man that is of worfhyp

wylle haue adoo with hym / they knowe hym not fayd the da- 35

moyfel / And for by caufe he rydeth with me / they wcnc that he
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be fomc man of worfhip borne
/
that may be / fayd the blak kn-

yghtc /
how be it as ye fay that he be no man of worfliyp he is

a ful lykcly pcrfone /
and fnl lykc to be a flronge man / but

thus mochc dial I graunte you fayd the black knyghte / I

S flial putte hym doune vpon one foote / and his hors and hys

harneys he fhal leue with me
/

for it were fliame to me to doo

hym ony more harmc / Whannc fyre Bcaumayns herd hym fa-

yc thus / he fayd fyre knyghte thou art ful large of my hors

and my harneys /
I Icte the wete it cofle the noughte / & whe-

10 ther hit lyketh the or not this launde wylle I paffe maulgre

thyn hede /
And hors ne harneys geteft thou none of my / but

yf thou Wynne hem with thy handes
/
and therfor lete fee what

• thou canft doo / Sayft thou that fayd the black knyghte / now

yelde thy lady fro the / for it befemeth neuer a kechyn page to

'5 ryde with fuche a lady / Thou lyefl fayd Bcaumayns I am
a gentyl man borne and of more hyghe lygnage than thou / &
that wyl I prcue on thy body / Thenne in grete wrathe they de-

parted with theyr horfes / and came to gyders as hit had ben

the thonder / and the black knyghtes fpere brake / and Beau-

20 mayns threfte hym thorou bothe his fydes /
and there with his

fpere brak / and the truncheon lefte fliylle in his fyde / But ne-

uertheles the black knyght drewe his fuerd / and fmote ma-

ny eger ftrokes and of grete myghte / and hurte Bcaumayns
ful fore

/
But at the lafte the black knyghte within an houre

25 and an half he fclle dounc of his hors in fvvoune / and there

he dyed / And thenne Bcaumayns fawe hym foo wel horfed

and armed / thenne he alyghte doune and armed hym in his

armour
/
and foo took his hors and rode after the damoyfel /

Whanne flie fawe hym come nyghe / fhe fayd awey kechyn kna-

30 uc outc of the wynde /
for the fmclle of thy baudy clothes gre-

ueth me / Alias fhe fayd that euer fuche a knaue fhold by myf-

hap flee foo good a knyghte as thou haft done / but alle thys

is thyn vnhappynes / But here by is one fhal paye the alle thy

payement /
and therfore yet I counceylle the /

flee / it may hap-

35 pen me fayd Bcaumayns to be beten or flayne / but I warne

you fayre damoyfel I wyll not flee awey / nor leue your com-

pany for al that ye can fay / for euer ye fay that they wil kylle

me or bete me
/ but how fomeuer hit happeneth I efcape / and
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they lye on the groud / And therfore it were as good for you
to hold you ftyll thus al day rcbukynge me / for aweye willc I

not tyl I fee the vttermeft of this lourneye / or els I wylle

be flayne / outher truly bcten / therfore ryde on your vvayc / For

folowc you I wille what fomcucr happen S

C Capitulum octauum

/^^l^ Hus as they rode to gyders they fawe a knyght come

/ 1 dryucnd by them al in grenc bothe his hors & his har-

^^1^ neis / And whannc he came nyghe the damoyfel he af-

kcd her / is that my broder the black Kny5te that ye haue bro-

ught with yow / Nay nay flie fayd this vnhappy kechen knaue 10

hath flayne your broder thorou vnhappyneffe / Alias fayd the

grene knyghte that is grete pytc that foo noble a knyghte as

he was fhold foo vnhappely be flayne /
and namely of a kna-

ues hand as ye fay that he is
/
a traytour fayd the grcne kny-

ghte thou flialt dye for fleynge of my broder / he was a ful no- 15

ble knyghte and his name was fyr Pereard /
I defye the fa-

id Beaumayns /
for I letc the wete I flewe hym knyghtely

and not fhamefully /
There with al the grene knyghte rode vn-

to an home that was grene /
and hit hcnge vpon a thorne / and

there he blewe thre dedely motys / and there came two damoyfels 20

and armed hym lyghtely /
And thenne he took a grete hors /

and a grene flielde and a grene fpere / And thenne they ranne

to gyders with al their myghtes and brake their fperes vnto

their handes / And thenne they drewe their fwerdes / and gaf

many fadde ftrokcs /
and either of them wounded other ful yll 25

And at the laft at an oucrthwart Beaumayns with his ho-

rs ftrake the grene knyghtcs hors vpon the fyde that he felle to

the erthe
/
And thenne the grene knyghte auoyded his hors

lightly /
and dreffid hym vpon footc /

That fawe Beaumayns
And there with al he alighte and they rafflicd to gyders ly- 30

ke two myghty kcmpys a longe whyle / and fore they bledde

bothe
/ with that cam the damoyfel /

and faid my lord the gre-

nc knyghte / why for fliame ftande ye foo longe fyghtyng with

the kechyn knaue / Alias it is fhamc that cuer ye were made

knyghte to fee fuchc a laddc to matche fuche a knyghte / as the 35

[leaf 112]



«ooh vii.] [ -24 J ICbav. viiii.

wedc oucr grewc the conic / There with the grenc knyght was

nfhamcd /
and there with al he gaf a grcte flroke of inyghtc &

ciafc his (hcldc thorou /
Whan IJcaumayns fawc his Ihcide do-

lien a fonder /
he was a lytel alhanied of tliat flroke and of her

5 langage /
And thcnne he gaf hym fuche a buffet vpon the hcl-

mc that he fcUc on his knees
/
And foo fodenly Beaumayns

pulled hym vpon the ground grouelynge / And thcnne the

grene knyghte cryed hym mercy / and ycldcd hym vnto fyre

Beaumayns /
and prayd hym to flee hym not /

Al is in vayn
10 faid Beaumayns for tliou (halt dye but yf this damoyfel that

came with me prayc me to faue thy lyf /
and ther with al he vn-

laced his helme lykc as he wold flee hym / Vy vpon the falfe

kechcn page /
I wyll ncuer pray the to faue his lyf / for I will

neuer be foo moche in thy daunger /
Thcnne (liallc he deye faydc

'5 Beaumayns /
Not foo hardy thou bawdy knauc fayd the da-

moyfel /
that thou flee hym / Alias fayd the grcne knyghte fuf-

fre mc not to dye for a fayre word may faue me
/ Fayr kny3t

faid the grcne knyghte faue my lyf / & I wyl foryeue the / the

dethc of my broder / and for cucr to become thy man
/
and xxx

2u knyghtes that hold of me for euer flial doo you feruyfc / In

the deuyls name fayd the damoyfel that fuche a bawdy kcchen

knauc fliold haue the and thyrtty knyghtes feruyfc / Syr kn-

yght faid Beaumayns alle this auayllcth the not
/
but yf my

damoyfel fpeke with mc for thy lyf /
And therwith al he ma-

25 de a femblaunt to flee hym /
lete be fayd the damoyfel thou ban-

dy knauc /
flee hym not

/
for and thou do / thou (halt repentc it

Damoyfel faid Beaumayns your charge is to me a pleafyr

and at your commaundement his lyf dial be faued /
& els not

Thcnne he faid fir Knyghte with the grene armcs I releace the

30 quyte at this damoyfels requcfl / for I wylle not make her

wrothc / I wille fulfylle al that flic chargcth me /
y\nd thcnne

the grcne knyghte knclcd doune /
and dyd hym homage with

his fwerd
/
thcnne faid the damoifcl me repenteth grene kny-

ghte of your dommage / and of youre broders dcthe the black

35 knyghte /
for of your helpe I had grete myfler / l*"or I drcdc

mc fore to paffc this foreft / Nay drcdc you not fayd the grene

knyghte /
for ye dial lodge with me this nyghtc / and to morne

1 (hallc hclpe you thorou this forefl / Soo they tooke theyrc
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horfes and rode to his manoyr whichc was faft there befyde

C Capitulum iy

-^-l Xd euer !hc rebuked Beaumayns and wold not fuf-

/^^^fre hym to fytte at her table / but as the grene knyghte
took hym and fat hym at a fyde table / Merueylle me thynketh
faid the grene knyght to the damoyfel why ye rebuke this no- 5

ble knyghte as ye doo / for I warne you damoyfel he is a full

noble knyght / and I knowe no knyght is abel to matchc hym
therfor ye doo grete wrong to rebuke hym / for he fliall do yow
''yS^t good feruyfe /

for what fomeuer he maketh hym felf
/ j-c

fhalle preue at the ende that he is come of a noble blood and 10

of kynges lygnage / Fy fy faid the damoifel it is fhame for

you to faye of hym fuche worfhip / Truly faid the grene kny^t
it were fhame for me to ky of hym ony difworfhip / for he hath

preued hym felf a better knyght than I am / yet haue I mett

with many knyghtes in my dayes / and neuer or this tyme ha- 15

ue I fond no knyght his matche / and fo that nyghte they ye-

de vnto reft / and al that nyght the grene knyght commaunded

thyrtty knyghtes prj^uely to watchc Beaumayns for to kepe

hym from al treafon / And foo on the mornc they al arofe and

herd their maffe and brake theyr faft / and thcnnc they tooke 20

their horfes / and rode on theire wayc / and the grene knyghte

conueyed hem thorou the foreft
/ and there the grene Knyghte

faid my lord Beaumayns I & thefe thyrtty knyghtes fhall

be alweye at your fomons both erly and late at your callyng

and whether that euer ye wille fende vs / it is wel faid / fayd -5

Beaumayns /
whanne that I calle vpon you / ye muft yelde

you vnto kynge Arthur and all your knyghtes / yf that ye fo

commaunde vs / We flial ben redy at all tymes faid the grene

knyght / Fy fy vpon the in the deuyls name faide the damoyfel
that ony good knyghtes fliold be obedyent vnto a kechyn kna- 3o

ue / Soo thenne departed the grene Knyghte and the damoy-
fel / And thenne fhe faid vnto Beaumayns why foloweft thou

me thou kechyn boye / cafte away thy llielde and thy fpere / and

flee aweye / yet I counceille the by tymes or thou Ihalt fay ry-

ght foone Alias for were thou as w}-,te as euer was wade 35
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or Lancelot / Tryftram / or the good knyghtc fyr lamaryk thou

fhalt not paffe a paas here that is called the paas perillous /

Damoyfel faid Bcaumayns who is aferd lete hym flee /
for

it were fliame to torne agcync fythen I haue ryden foo longc

5 with yow / wel faid the damoyfel ye flial fonc whether ye wyll

or notSC Capitulum y
Oo within a whyle they fawe a toure as whyte as o-

ny fnowe wel matchecold al aboute / and doubel dy-

ked / And Guer the toure gate there henge a fyfty fheldes of

10 dyuerfe colours / and vnder that toure there was a fayr medow
And therin were many knyghtes and fquyers to behold fcaf-

foldes and pauelions / for there vpon the morn fliold be a gre-

te turnement / and the lord of the toure was in his cartel and

loked out at a wyndowe / and fawe a damoyfel /
a dwarf and

15 a kny5t armed at al poyntes / So god me helpe faid the lord

with y kny3t wyll I luite / for I fee that he is a kni3t arraut &
foo he armed hym and horfcd hym haftely /

And whanne he

was on horfbak with his flielde and his fpere / it was al re-

de bothe his hors and his harneis
/
and alio that to hym lon-

20 geth /
And whanne that he came nyghe hym he wende it haddc

ben his broder the black knyghte / And thenne he cryed a loudc

broder what doo ye in thefe marches
/ nay nay fayd the damoy-

fel / it is not he / this is but a kechyn knaue that was brought

vp for almeffe in kynge Arthurs courte
/

Neuertheles fayd

25 the reed knyghte I wylle fpeke with hym or he departe / A fa-

yd the damoyfel this knaue hath kylled thy broder / and '"yre

kay named hym Beaumayns / and this hors and this har-

neis was thy broders the black knyghtc /
Alfo I fawe thy bro-

der the grenc knyghte ouercome of his handes / Now maye ye

30 be reuenged vpon hym / for I may ncuer be quyte of hym

^ With this eyther knyghtes departed in fondre / and they cam

to gyder with alle their myght / and eyther of their horfes fell

to the erthe / and they auoyded their horfes / and put their fliel-

des afore them and drewe their fwerdes / and cither gaf other

35 fadde ftrokes /
now here / now there / rafyng / tracyng / foynynge

and hurlynge lyke two bores the fpace of two houres / And

thenne fiic cryed on hyhe to the rede knyghte / Alias thou noble
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reed knyghte / thynke what worfhip hath folowed the / late ne-

uer a kechyn knaue endure the foo longe as he doth / Thenne

the reed knyght waxed wrothe and doubled his ftrokes and

hurtc Beaumayns wonderly fore that the blood ranne doune

to the ground that it was wonder to fee that ftronge bataille / 5

Yet at the lall fyre Beaumayns ftrake hym to the erthe / and

as he wold haue flayne the reed knyghte he cryed mercy fa-

yeng Noble knyghte flee me not / and I fhall yelde me to the

with fyfty knyghtes with me that be at my commaundement
And I forgyue the al the defpyte that thou haft done to me / 10

and the dethe of my broder the black knyghte / All this auail-

leth not faid Beaumayns / but yf my damoyfel praye me to

faue thy lyf / And therwith he maade femblaunt to flryke of

his hede / Lete be thou Beaumayns flee hym not / for he is a no-

ble knyghte / and not foo hardy vpon thyne hede but thou faue 15

hym / Thenne Beaumayns badde the reed knyghte ftand vp
and thanke the damoyfel now of thy lyf / ^ Thenne the reed

knyght praid hym to fee his caftel / and to be there al nyghte
Soo the damoyfel thenne graunted hym / and there they had

mery chere / But alweyes the damoyfel fpak many foule wor- 20

des vnto Beaumayns wherof the reed knyght had grete mer-

ueylle / and alle that nyghte the reed knyghte maade thre

fcore knyghtes to watche Beaumayns that he fliold haue no

fhame nor vylony / And vpon the morne they herd maffe and

dyned / and the reed knyghte came before Beaumayns with 25

his thre fcore knyghtes / and there he profered hym his homa-

ge and feaute at al tymes he and his knyghtes to doo hym
feruyfe / I thanke you faid Beaumayns / but this ye fhalle

graunte me / whanne I calle vpon you to come afore my lord

kynge Arthur and yelde you vnto hym to be his knyghtes / 30

Syr faid the reed knyghte I wille be redy and my felaufhip
at your fomons

/ So fyr Beaumayns departed and the damoy-
fel and euer flic rode chydynge hym in the fowlcft manere /
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C Capitulum yj

^l^l^k Amoyfel faid Beaumayns ye arc vncurteis fo to re-

^A 1 buke inc / as yc doo /
for mc femeth I hauc done you

>^^/ good fcruyfe /
and euer yc threatc me I (hal be bctyn

with knyghtes that we mete /
but euer for al your booft they

5 lye in the duft or in the myre / and therfor I pray you rebuke

me no more / And whan ye fee mc betcn or yolden as recreant

thennc may ye bydde me goo from you fliamcfully /
but fyrftc

I lete you wete I wyllc not departe from you /
for I were

werfe than a foolc and I wold departe from you all the why-
10 le that I Wynne worfliip / wel faid flic

/ ryght foone ther fliall

mete a knyght fhal payc the alle thy wages / for he is the mofh

man of worfliip of the world excepte kyng Arthur / I will

wel faid Beaumayns / the more he is of worfliip /
the more

flialle be my worfliip to hauc adoo with hym /
Thenne anone

'5 they were ware / where was afore them a Cyte ryche and fayrc

And betwixe them and the Cyte a myle and a half there

was a fayre medowc that femcd newe mowen /
and therin we-

re many pauelions fayre to bcholde
/
Lo faid the damoyfel yon-

der is a lord that oweth yonder cyte / and his cuftome is whan

20 the weder is fayr to lye in this medowc to lufte and torneye /

And euer there ben aboute hym fyuc honderd knyghtes & gen-

tilmen of armes / and there ben allc maner of games that ony

gentylman can deuyfe / That goodly lord faide Beaumayns
wold I fayne fee

/ thou flialt fee hym tyme ynough faide the

25 damoyfel / and foo as flie rode nere flie afpyed the pauelione /

where he was / Loo fayd flie feefl thou yonder pauelione that is

al of the colourc of Indc and al maner of thynge that there

is aboute men and wymmen / and horfes trapped / flieldes and

fperes were all of the colour of Inde and his name is fir per-

30 fant of Inde the mooft lordlyeft knyghte that euer thou lokeft

on
/
Hit may wel be faid Beaumayns / but be he neuer fo flo-

ute a knyghte in this felde
/ I flialle abyde tyl that I fee hym

vnder his flielde
/
A foole faid fhe thou were better flee by ty-

mes / why fayd Beaumayns and he be fuchc a knyghte as yc

35 make hym he wylle not fette vpon me with alle his men / or

with his
/ V / C knyghtes / For and ther come no more but one
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at ones / I fhall hym not fayle whyleft my lyf lafteth / Fy fy

faid the damoyfcl that euer fuchc a ftynkynge knaue fliold

blowe fuche a boofl: / Damoyfel he faid yc ar to blame foo to re-

buke me
/ For I had leuer do fyue batails / than fo to be rebu-

ked
/ lete hym come and thenne lete hym doo his werft / Syrc 5

flie faid I mcrucyilc what thou arte and of what kyn thou

arte come
/ boldly thou fpekeft / and boldly thou haft done / that

haue I fcne / therfore I praye the faue thy felf and thou ma-

yft / for thy hors and thou haue had grete traueylle / And I

drede we dwcUe ouer longc from the fege / For hit is but hens 10

feuen mylc /
and alle pcrillous paffages we ar paft faue al on-

ly this paffagc /
and there I drede me fore left ye flialle ketche

fome hurte / therfore I wold haue ye were hens that ye were not bry-

fcd nor hurte with this ftrongc knyghte / But I lete you we-

te this fyr Pcrfant of ynde is no thyng of my3te nor ftrength 15

vnto the knyghte that leid the fyege aboute my lady / As for

that faid fyre Beaumayns be it as it be may / For fythen I

am come foo nyghe tliis knyght I wille preue his myghte or

I departe from hym /
and els I flialle be fliamed

/ and I now

withdrawe mc from hym / And therfore damoyfel haue yc 20

no doubte by the grace of god I fiiall fo dele with this kny-

ghte that within two hourcs after none I flialle delyuer hym
And thenne flial we come to the fyege by day lyghte / O Ihe-

fu merueillc haue I faid the damoyfel what maner a man ye

be
/

for hit may neuer ben otherwyfc but that }-e be comcn of a 25

noble blood /
for foo foule ne fliamefully dyd neuer woman

rule a knj-ghte as I haue done you / and cuer curtoifly )-e ha-

ue fuffred me
/
and that cam neuer but of a gentyl blood /

^ Damoyfel fayd Beaumayns a knyght may lytel do that

may not fuffre a damoifcl /
for what fomeucr ye faid vnto me

/ 30

I took none hede to your wordes / for the more ye fayd the mo-

re yc angrj'd me
/
and my wrathe I wrekyd vpon them that

I had adoo with al
/

And therfor alle the myffayenge that

ye myffayed me
/
fordered me in my bataill & caufed me to thyn-

ke to fliewe & preue my felf at the ende what I was / for pera- 35

ventur thou5 I had mete in kyng Arthurs kechyn / yet I mj'^t

haue had mete ynou3 in other places / but alle that I dyd it

for to preue & affaye my frendes
/ and that flialle be knowen
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another day /
and whether that I be a gcntylman borne or no-

ne/1 Ictc you wete fayrc damoyfel I hauc done you gentil-

mans feruyfe / and paraucntur better feruyfe yet vville I do or

I departe from you /
Alias flie faid fayre Bcaumayns for-

5 gyue mc alle that I haue myffaid or done ageynfh the / vvyth

alle my herte faid he I forgyuc it yow / for ye dyde no thyng

but as ye fliold doo / for al your euyl vvordes plcafyd me / &

damoyfel faide Beaumayns fyn hit lyketh you to faye thus

fayre vnto me
/
wete ye wel it gladeth my herte grctely /

and

lo now me femcth ther is no knyght lyuynge but I am able y-

nough for hymMC Capitulum Buobecimiim
Yth this fir Perfant of ynde had afpyed them as they

houed in the felde /
and kny3tly he fente to them whe-

ther he came in werre or in pees / fay to thy lord faid beauma-

15 yns I take no force / but whether as hym lyft hym felf
/
Soo

the meffager went ageyne vnto fyr Perfaunt / and told hym
alle this anfuer / wel thenne will I haue adoo with hym to the

vtteraunce /
and foo he purueyed hym and rode ageynft hym /

And Beaumayns fawe hym and made hym redy /
& ther they

20 mette with all that euer theyr horfes myght renne
/
and brafte

their fperes eyther in thre pyeces / & their horfes raffed fo to gy-

ders that bothe their horfes felle dede to the erthe & ly3tly they

auoyded their horfes /
and put their flieldes afore them

/ & dre-

we their fwerdes /
and gaf many grete ftrokes that fomtyme

25 they hurtled to gyder that they felle grouelyng on the ground

Thus they fought two houres and more that their flieldes &

theyr hauberkes were al forhewen / & in many ftedys they we-

re wounded / So at the laft fyr Beaumayns fmote hym tho-

rou the coft of the body / & thcnnc he rctrayed hym here & there

30 & knyghtly mayntened his batail long tyme /
And at the laft

though hym lothe were Beaumayns fmote f:r Perfant aboue

vpon the helme that he felle grouelyng to the erthe
/ & thenne

he lepte vpon hym oucrthvvart and vnlaced his hclme to ha-

ue flayne hym / Thenne fyr Perfant yelded hym & aflced hym
35 mercy / with that cam

p''
damoifel & praid to faue his lyf /

I wil

wel /
for it were pyte this noble kny3t fhold dye / gramercy fa-

yd Perfaunt gentyl kny5t & damoyfel /
For certeynly now I
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vvote wcl it was ye that flewe my broder the black knyghte /

at the black thorne / he was a ful noble kny5te / his name was

fyr Perard /
Alfo I am fure that ye are he that wanne myn

other brother the grene knyght /
his name was fyre Pertolepe

Alfo ye wanne my broder the reed knyght fyr Perrymones / 5

And now fyn ye haue wonne thefe /
this flial I do for to ple-

afe you ye flial haue homage & feaute of me / & an C knyghtes

to be alvveyes at your commaundement to go & ryde where ye

wil commaunde vs / & fo they wente vnto fir Perfauntes pauel-

ione & dranke the wyne /
& ete fpyeces /

& afterward fire Per- 10

fauntc made hym to rcfte vpon a bedde vntyl fouper tyme / and

after fouper to bedde ageyne / whan Beaumayns was abedde

fyr Perfaunt had a lady a faire dou3tcr of xviij yore of age

and there he called her vnto hym /
& charged her & commaunded

her vpon his bleffynge to go vnto the knyghtes bedde / and lye 15

doun by his fyde /
& make hym no ftraunge chere / but good che-

re
/
and take hym in thyne armes & kyffe hym / & loke that this

be done I charge you as ye wil haue my loue & my good wil

So fyr Perfants doughter dyd as her fader bad her / and foo

flie wente vnto fyr Beaumayns bed /
& pryuely fhe difpoylled 20

her /
& leid her doune by hym / & thenne he awoke & fawe her &

afl^ed her what flie was
/ fyre flic faid I am fir Perfants dou5-

ter that by the commaundement of my fader am come hyder /

Be ye a mayde or a wyf faid he
/

fir flie faid I am a clene mai-

den /
God defende fayd he that I fliold defoyle you to doo fyre 25

Perfaunt fuche a fliame
/

therfore fayrc damoyfel aryfe oute of

this bedde or els I wille
/ Syre flie faid I cam not to you by

myn owne wille but as I was commaunded / Alias faid fyr

Beaumayns I were a fliameful knyghte and I wolde do

your fader ony difworfliip / and fo he kyft her and foo flie de- 30

parted and came vnto fyr Perfant her fader
/
& told hym

alle how fhe had fpedde / Truly faide fyre Perfaunt what fom-

euer he be
/
he is comen of a noble blood / and foo we leue hem

there tyl on the morne

C Capitulum yiij
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Ncl Too on the mornc the damoyfcl & fir Beaumayns
hci-d maffc & brake their faft

/
and foo took their leue

Fair damoyfel faid Perfant whether ward ar ye way ledyng
this knyghte / fyr flie faid this knyghte is goyng to the fege /

5 that befyegcth my fyfter in the caftel Dangerus /
A a faj'd per-

launt that is the knyghte of the reed launde
/
the whiche is the

mooft peryllous knjghtc that I knowe now lyuyng / and a

man that is withouten mercy /
and men fayen that he hath feuen

mens ftrength / god faue you faid he to Beaumayns from
})'

10 knyghte / for he doth grete wrong to that lady / and that is gre-

te pyte /
for flie is one of the faireft ladyes of the world

/
& me

femeth that your damoyfel is her fufter / is not your name Ly-
net faid he

/ ye fir faid (he / and my lady my fufters name is da-

me Lyoneffe / Now fhal I telle you faid fyr Perfaunt
/ thys

IS reed knyghte of the reed laund hath layne long at the fyege

wel nyghe this two yeres / and many tymes he myghte haue

had her and he had wold / but he prolongeth the tyme to thys

entent /
for to haue fir laucclot du lake to doo bataill with hym

or fir Tryftram or fyr Lamerak de galys / or fyre Gawayne / &
20 this is his taryenge foo longe at the fj'ege /

Now my lord fyre

Perfaunt of ynde faide the damoyfel Lynet I requyre you that

ye wille make this gentilman knyghte or euer he fyghte with

the reed knyghte / I will with all my herte faid fyr Perfaunt

and it pleafe hym to take the ordre of knyghthode of fo fym-

25 pie a man as I am
/ Sire faid Beaumayns I thanke you

for your good wil / for I am better fped / for certaynly the no-

ble knyght fir Launcelot made me knj-ght /
A faid fir Perfant

of a more renomed knyghte myghte ye not be made knyghte /

For of alle knyghtes he maye be called chyef of knyghthode / &
30 fo all the world faith that betwixe thre knj-ghtes is departed

clerly knyghthode / that is laucelot du lake / fyr Tryftram de ly-

ones and fir Lamerak de galis /
thefe bere now the renommee /

there ben many other knyghtes as fir Palamydes the farafyn

and fir Safere his broder
/
Alfo fir Bleoberys and fire Bla-

35 more de ganys his broder
/
Alfo fyr Bors de Ganys & fyr Ec-

tor de marj-s & fir Percyunle de galis /
thefe & many mo ben no-

ble kni3tes / but ther be none ]/ paffe J)^ iij aboue faid / therfor god
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fpede you wel faid fyr Perfant / for and ye may matche the re-

de knyghte ye flialle be called the fourth of the world / fir faid

Beaumayns I wold fayne be of good fame / and of knygh-

thode /
And I Icte you wetc I am of good men / for I dare

fay my fader was a noble man
/
and foo that ye wil kepe hit 5

in clofe
/
and this damoyfcl /

I wyl telle )'ou of what kyn I am
We wille not difcouer you faid they both tyl ye commaundc vs

by the feythc we owe vnto god / ^ Truly thenne faide he / my
name is Gareth of Orkeney and kynge Lot was my fader /

&

my moder is kynge Arthurs fyfter / her name is Dame Mor- lo

gawfe / and fir Gawaj-ne is my broder
/ and fir Agrauayne &

fir Gaheryes /
and I am the yongefl of hem alle / And yet wo-

te not kyng Arthur nor fir Gawayn what I amSC Capitulum yiiij
Oo the book faith

/ that the lady that was bifeged had

word of her fyfters comynge by the dwerf and a kn- 15

yghte with her / and how he had paffed al the perillous paffa-

ges / what manere a man is he faid the lady / he is a noble kn-

yght truly madame faid the dwerf and but a yong man / but

he is as lykely a man as euer ye fawe ony / what is he fayd

the damoyfcl /
and of what kynne is he comen / and of whome 20

was he made knyghte / Madame faid the dwerf he is the kyn-

ges fone of Orkeney / but his name I wille not telle you as

at this tyme / but wete ye wel of fyre launcelot was he maade

knyght /
for of none other wolde he be maade knyghte / and fire

kay named hym Beaumayns / how efcaped he faid the lady 25

from the bretheren of Perfaunt / ^ Madame he faid as a noble

knyghte fliold
/ Fyrfte he flewc two bretheren att a paffage of

a water
j
A faide fhe they were good knyghtes but they were

murthercrs / the one hyght Gherard de breuffe / & the other kn-

yght hyght fir Arnolde le Brewfe /jihenne madame he recoun- 30

tred with the black knyght / and flewe hym in playne batail

& fo he toke his hors & his armour & fou3t with the grene kn-

yght & wanne hym in playn bataill / & in lyke wyfe he ferued

the reed kny3t /
and aftir in the fame wyfe he ferued the blewe

knyst & wan hym in playn batail / thcne faid the lady he hath 35

ouercome fir Perfaut of Inde / one of the nobleft kny3tes of the

world / &P' dwerf faid he hath wone al the
iiij brethere & flayn
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the blak knyght / and yet he dyd more tofore he ouerthrewc fir

kay and lefte hym nyghe dede vpon the ground / Alfo he dyd
a gretc batayll with fyre launcelot /

and there they departed on

euen handes / And thenne fyre launcelot made hym knyghte /

5 Dwerf fayd the lady I am gladde of thefe tydynges / therfor

go thou in an hermytage of myn here by / and there flialt thow

bere with the of my wyn in two flagans of filuer / they ar of

two galons /
and alfo two cafl of brede with fatte venefon ba-

ke and deynte foules
/
and a cop of gold here I delyuer the

/

10 that is ryche and precyous and bere all this to myn hermyta-

ge /
and put it in the hermytes handes

/
And fythen go thow

vnto my fyfter and grete her wel / and commaude me vnto that

gentyl knyghte / and praye hym to ete and to drynke and ma-

ke hym flronge / and fay ye hym I thanke hym of his curto-

15 fye and goodenes that he wold take vpon hym fuche labour

for me that neuer dyd hym bounte nor curtofye / ^ Alfo pray

hym that he be of good herte & courage /
for he fhalle mete with

a ful noble knyghte / but he is neyther of bounte / curtofye / nor

gentylnes /
for he attendyth vnto nothynge but to murther

/ &
20 that is the caufc I can not prayfe hym nor loue hym / So this

dwerf departed / and came to fyre Perfant where he fond the

damoyfel lynet and fyr Beaumayns / and there he tolde hem

alle as ye haue herd / and thenne they took theyr leue / but fyr

Perfant took an ambelyng hacney and conueyed hem on the-

25 yr wayes / And thenne belefte hem to god /
and foo within a

lytil whyle they came to that heremytage / and there they dra-

nke the wyne /
and ete the venefon and the foules baken /

And fo whan they had rcpafted hem wel
/

the dwerf rctorned

ageyn with his veffel vn to the cartel ageyne /
and there mette

30 with hym the reed knyght of the reed laundes / and aflvcd

hym from whens that he came
/ and where he had ben / Syr fa-

yd the dwerf I haue ben with my ladyes fyfter of this caftel

and fhe hath ben at kynge Arthurs courte / and broughte a

knyghte with her / thenne I accompte her trauaille but lofte /

35 For though fhe had broughte with her fyre launcelot / fir Tryf-

tram / fyr Lamerak or fyr gawayne / I wold thynke my felfe

good ynough for them all / it may well be faid the dwerf / but

this knyghte hath paffed alle the peryllous paffages & fiayn
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the black knyghte and other two mo / and vvonne the grene

knyght /
the reed knyghte and the blewe knyghte / thenne is he

one of thefe four that I haue afore reherced / He is none of tho

faid the dwerf / but he is a kynges fone / what is his name fa-

yd the reed knyght of the reed laund / that wille I not telle S

you feyd the dwerf / but fire kay upon fcorne named hym Be-

aumayns /
I care not faid the knyght what knyghte foo euer

he be / for I flial foone delyuer hym /
And yf I euer matche

hym he fhalle haue a fliameful dethe as many other haue had

that were pyte fayd the dwerf / And it is merueill that ye ma- lo

ke fuche fhameful warre vpon noble knyghtes

C Capitulum yv

mOo leue we the knyghte and the dwerf
/
and fpeke we

of Beaumayns that al ny5t lay in the hermytage / &

vpon the morne he and the damoyfel lynet herd their maffe /

and brake their faft / And thenne they toke theyr horfes
/ and 15

rode thorou oute a fair foreft /
and thenne they came to a play-

ne and fawe where were many pauelions and tentys / and a

fayr caftel / and there was moche fmoke and grete noyfe / and

whanne they came nere the fege / fyr Beaumayns afpyed vp-

on grete trees as he rode / how there henge ful goodly armed 20

knyghtes by the neck and theire flieldes aboute theire neckys

with their fwerdes /
and gylt fpores vpon their heles / and foo

there henge nyghe a fourty knyghtes fliamefully with ful ry-

che armes / Thenne fir Beaumayns abated his countenaunce &

fayd what meneth this
/ Fayre fyre faid the damoyfel abate not 25

your chere for all this fyghte / for ye muft courage your felf or

els ye ben al fhente
/

for all thefe knyghtes came hyder to this

fcge to refcowe my fyfler Dame lyones /
and whanne the reede

knyghte of the reed laund hadde ouercome hem / he putte them

to this fhameful dethe withoute mercy and pyte / And in the 30

fame wyfe he wyll ferue you / but yf ye quyte you the better

Now Ihefu deffende me faid Beaumayns from fuche a vylay-

nous dethe and fhenfhip of armes / For rather than I fliolde

fo be faren with all / I wolde rather be flayn manly in playn
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bataille / Soo were ye better faid the damoyfel / for truft not in

hym is no curtofye but alle goth to the deth or fliameful mur-

ther
/
and that is pyte / for he is a ful lykely man

/ wel made

of body /
and a ful noble knyghte of proweffe and a lorde

5 of grete laundes and poffeffions / Truly faid Beaumayns /

he may wel be a good knyghte /
but he vfeth fhameful cuftoms

and it is merueylle that he endurcth fo longe that none of the

noble knyghtes of my lord Arthurs haue not delt with hym
And thenne they rode to the dykes and fawe them double dy-

10 ked with ful warly wallis / and there were lodged many gre-

te lordes nyghc the wallys /
and there was grete noyfe of myn-

ftralfy / and the fee betyd vpon the one fyde of the walles whe-

re were many fliippes and maryners noyfe with hale & how
And alfo there was faft by a Sykamore tree

/
and ther henge

15 an home the gretteft that euer they fawe of an Olyfantes bo-

ne
/ and this knyght of the reed laund had hanged it vp ther

that yf ther came ony arraunt knyghte / he mufte blowe that

home
/ and thenne wylle he make hym redy & come to hym to

doo bataille / But fyr I pray you faid the damoyfel Lynet blo-

20 we ye not the home tyl it be hj'ghe none / for now it is aboute

pryme / & now encreaced his myghte / that as men fay he hath

feuen mens flrengthe / A fy for fliame fair damoifel fay ye ne-

uer foo more to me / For and he were as good a knyghte as

euer was I llialle neuer fayle hym in his mooft myghte /
for

23 outher I wille wynne worfliip worfliipfully or dye knyghte-

ly in the felde / and ther with he fpored his hors ftreyghtc to

the Sykamore tree / and blewe foo the home egerly that alle

the fege and the caftel range therof / And thenne there lepte

oute knyghtes oute of their tentys and pauelions / and they

30 within the caftel loked ouer the wallis and oute att wyndo-
wes / Thenne the reed knyghte of the reed laudes armed hym
haftely /

and two barons fette on his fpores vpon his heles /

and alle was blood reed his armour fpere and flielde
/
And

an Erie bucled his helme vpon his hede / and thenne they bro-

35 ughte hym a rede fpere and a rede (lede /
and foo he rode into a

lytyl vale vnder the caftel / that al that were in the caftel and

at the fege myghte behold the bataill
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C Capitulum yvj

SYre
fayd the damoyfel Lynet vnto fyr Beaumayns

loke ye be gladde and lyght / for yonder is your dcdely

enemy / and at yonder wyndowe is my lady fyfter dame

Lyones / where fayd Beaumayns / yonder faid the damoyfel &

poynted with her fynger /
that is trouthe fayd Beaumayns / 5

She befemeth a ferre the fayrcft lady that euer I loked vpon

and truly he faid I afl-ce no better quarel than now for to do

bataylle / for truly fhe flialle be my lady /
and for her I wyllc

fyghte / And euer he loked vp to the wyndowe with gladde

countenaunce /
And the lady Lyones made curtofy to hym do- 10

une to the erthe with holdyngc vp bothe their handes / Wyth
that the reed knyghte of the reed laundes callid to fyr Be-

aumayns / leue fyr knyghte thy lokynge / and behold me I cou-

ceille the / for I warne the wel flie is my lady / and for her I

haue done many ftronge batails / Yf thou haue fo done faid Be- 15

aumayns / me femeth it was but wafle labour / for flie loueth

none of thy felaufliip /
and thou to louc that loueth not the /

is

but grete foly /
For and I vnderftode that flie were not glad

of my comynge / I wold be auyfed or I dyd bataille for her
/

But I vnderftande by the fyegj'ng of this cartel fhe may for- 20

bcre thy felaufliip / And therfor wete thou wel thou rede kny-

ghte of the reed laundes / I loue her / and wille refcowe her or

els to dye / Saift thou that faid the reed knyghte / me femeth /

thou oughte of refon to beware by yonder knyghtes that thow

fawefl hange vpon yonder trees / Fy for Ihame faid Beauma- 25

yns that euer thou fholdeft faye or do fo cuyl / for in that thou

fiiameft thy felf and knyghthode /
and thou mayft be fure ther

wylle no lady loue the that knoweth thy wycked cuftommes

And now thou wenefi: that the fyghte of thefe hanged knygh-
tes fliold fere me / Nay truly not fo / that fhameful fyght cau- jo

fcth me to haue courage and hardynes agcynfte the more than

I wold haue had ageynft the / and thou were a wel ruled

knyght / make the redy faid the reed knyghte of the reed lau-

des /
and talke no lenger with me / Thenne fyre Beamayns

badde the damoyfel goo from hym / and thenne they putte their 35

fperes in their reyftes and came to gyders with alle their my}!
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that they had bothc / and eyther fmote other in myddes of their

flieldes that the paytrellys / furfenglys and crowpers brafle /

and felle to the crthe bothe / and the reynys of their brydels

in their handes / and foo they laye a grete whyle fore ftonyed

5 tliat al that were in the cartel and in the kge wende their nec-

kes had ben broken / and thenne many a ftraungcr and other

fayd the ftraunge kny3t was a byggc man / and a noble luf-

ter / for or now we fawe neuer noo knyghte matche the reed

knyghte of the reed laundes / thus they fayd bothe within the

10 cartel and withoute / thenne lyghtly they auoyded theyr hor-

fes and put their rtieldes afore them / and drewe their fwerdes

and ranne to gyders lyke two fyers lyons / and eyther gafe

other fuche buffets vpon their hclmes that they relyd bacward

bothe two ftrydys /
and thenne they recouerd bothe and hewe

>5 grete pyeces of theire harneis and theire (heldcs / that a grete

parte felle in to the feldes

C Capitulum yvij

mNd
thenne thus they foughte tyl it was part none /

and neuer wold ftynte tyl att the lafte they lacked

wynde bothe / and thcne they rtode wagyng and fcateryng pon-

20 tyng / blowynge and bledynge that al that behelde them for the

mooft party wepte for pyte / Soo whan they had rertyd them

a whyle / they yedc to bataille ageyne / tracyng racyng foynyng

as two bores / And at fome tyme they toke their renne as hit

had ben two rammys & hurtled to gyders that fomtyme they

25 felle grouelyng to the crthe / And at fomtyme they were fo a-

mafed that eyther took others fwerd in ftede of his owne /

Thus they endured tyl euenfong tyme /
that there was none

that beheld them myghte knowe whether was lyke to wynne
the bataill /

and their armour was fo fer hewen that men my5t

30 fee their naked fydes / and in other places / they were naked /

but euer the naked places they dyd defende
/
and the rede kn-

yghte was a wyly knyght of werre / and his wyly fyghtyng

taughte fyr Beaumayns to be wyfe / but he aboughte hit fulle

fore or he dyd afpye his fyghtynge / And thus by affente of

35 them bothe they graunted eyther other to rert / and fo they fette
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hem doune vpon two moUe hylles there befydes the fyghtynge

place / and eyther of hem vnlaced his hehiie / and toke the cold

vvynde / for either of their pages was fall by them to come wha.

they called to vnlacc their harneis and to fette hem on ageyn

at their commaundement /
And thenne whan fyr Beaumayns 5

helme was of / he loked vp to the wyndowe / and there he fawe

the faire lady Dame Lyones / and ihe made hym fuche counte-

naunce that his herte waxed lyghte and loly / and ther with

he bad the reed knyghte of the reed laundes make hym redy

and lete vs doo the bataille to the vtteraunce / I will wel fa- 10

id the knyghte / and thenne they laced vp their helmes / and

their pages auoyded /
& they ftepte to gyders & foughte freffhe-

ly /
but the reed knyghte of the reed laundes awayted hym /

& at an ouerthwart fmote hym within the hand / that his fw-

erd felle outc of his hand / and yet he gaf hym another buf- 15

fet vpon the helme that he felle grouelynge to the erthe
/
& the

reed knyghte felle ouer hym / for to holde hym doune / Thenne

cryed the maiden Lynet on hyghe / O fyr Beaumayns where

is thy courage become /
Alias my lady fyfler beholdeth the

and fhe fobbcth and wepeth / that maketh myn herte heuy /
when 20

fyr Beaumayns herd her faye foo / he abrayed vp with a gre-

te myght and gate hym vpon his feet / and lyghtely he lepte

to his fwcrd and gryped hit in his hand and doubled hys

paas vnto the reed knyghte and there they foughte a newe ba-

taille to gyder / But fir Beaumayns thenne doubled his ftro- 25

kes
/
and fmote foo thyck that he fmote the fwerd outc of his

hand / and thenne he fmote hym vpon the helme that he felle to

the erthe /
and fir Beaumayns felle vpon hym / and vnlaced

his helme to haue flayne hym / and thenne he yelded hym and

afked mercy /
and faid with a lowde vois O noble knyghte 30

I yelde me to thy mercy / Thenne fyr Beaumayns bethoughte

hym vpon the knyghtes that he had made to be hanged fiiame-

fully / and thenne he faid I may not with my worfliip faue

thy lyf / for the fliameful dethes that thou haft caufed many
ful good knyghtes to dye / Syre faide the reed knyghte of the 35

reed laundes hold your hand and ye (halle knowe the caufes

why I put hem to fo fhameful a dethe / faye on faid fir Beau-

mayns / Syre I loued ones a lady a faire damoifel / and fhe
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had her broder flayne / and flie Taid hit was fyr launcelot du
lake / or els fyr gawayn / and (he praidc me as that I loued

her hertcly that I wold make her a promyfc by the feith of my
knyghthodc for to labourc da\Iy in armes vnto I mette wyth

5 one of them / and allc that I myghte ouercome I fliold puttc
them vnto a vylaynous dcthc / and this is the caufe that I ha-

ue putle alle thefe knyghtes to dethc / and foo I enfured her to

do allc the vylonj- vnto k>-nge Arthurs knyghtes / and that I

fhold take vengeauce vpon alle thefe knyghtes and fyr now
10 I willc the telle that euery daye my ftrengthe encreaceth tylle

none / and al this tyme haue I feuen mens ftrengthe

C CapitiUum ypiij

/ 1 Hennc came ther many Erles and Barons and no-

^^l^ble knyghtes and praid that knyghte to faue his lyf
and take hym to your pryfoner / And all they fellc vpon the-

15 ir knees and prayd hym of mercy / and that he wolde fauc

his lyf / and fyr they all fayd it were fairer of hym to take ho-

mage and feaute / and lete hym holdc his landes of you than
for to dec hym / by his deth ye Ihal haue none auauntage and
his myfdedes that ben done maye not ben vndone / And ther-

20 for he flial make amendys to al partyes & we al wil become

your men and doo you homage and feaute / Fayre lordes faid

Beaumayns / wete you wel I am ful lothe to flee this kny5t
neuertheles he hath done paffyng ylle and fliamefully / But
in foo moche al that he dyd was at a ladyes requeft I blame

25 hym the leffe / and fo for your fake I wil releace hym that he
fhal haue his lyf vpon this couenaunt / that he goo within the

cartel / and yeldc hym there to the lady / And yf (lie wil forgy-
ue and quyte hym / I wil wel / with this he make her amen-

dys of al the trefpas he hath done ageynfl her and her landes /

30 ^ And alfo whanne that is done that ye goo vnto the courte

of kyng Arthur / and there that ye afke fyr Launcelot mercy / &
fyr Gawayn for the euyl wil ye haue had ageynfl them / fire

faid the reed knyght of the reed laundes / al this wil I do as

ye commaunde / and fyker affuraunce and borowes ye (hal ha-

js ue /
And foo thenne whan the affuraunce was made / he made
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his homage and feaute /
and alle tho cries and barons wyth

hym / And thenne the mayden Lynet came to fyre Beauma-

yns / and vnarmed hym and fcrched his woundes / and flyn-

ted his blood /
and in lyke wyfe flie dyd to the rede knyghte

of the reed laundes
/
and there they foiourned ten dayes in 5

their tentes /
and the reed knyghte made his lordes and ferua-

untes to doo alle the plea fyre that they myghte vnto fyre Be-

aumayns /
And foo within a whyle the reed knyghte of the

reed laundes yede vnto the caflel
/
and putte hym in her grace

And foo flie receyued hym vpon fuffyfaunt feurte /
fo alle her 10

hurtes were wel reftored of al that flie coude complayne / and

thenne he departed vnto the Courte of kynge Arthur /
and

there openly the reed knyghte of the reed laundes putte hym
in the mercy of fyre Launcelot and fyr Gawayne /

and there

he told openly how he was ouercome and by whome
/
and al- is

fo he told alle the batails from the bcgynnynge vnto the en-

dynge / Ihefu mercy fayd kynge Arthur and fire Gawayne
we merueylle moche of what blood he is come

/
for he is a no-

ble knyghte / Haue ye no merueille faide fire Launcelot
/

for ye

(hal ryght wel wete that he is comen of a ful noble blood /
20

and as for his myghte and hardynes ther ben but fewe now

lyuynge that is fo myghty as he is
/ and fo noble of proweffe

It femeth by yow faid kynge Arthur that ye knowe his na-

me
/
and fro whens he is come /

and of what blood he is
/

I fup-

pofe I doo fo faid Launcelot /
or els I wold not haue yeuen 25

hym thordrc of kny3thode /
but he gaf me fuche charge at that

tymc that I fliold neuer difcouer hym vntyl he requyred me

or els it be knowen openly by fomc other

C Capitulum yiy

mOw tome we vnto fyr Beaumayns that defyred of

Lynet that he myght fee her fyfber his lady / Syre fhe 30

faid I wold fayne ye fawe her
/
Thenne fyr Beaumayns al

armed hym and toke his hors and his fpere and rode ftrey3t

vnto the caflel
/ And whanne he cam to the gate he fond there

many men armed and pulled vp the drawe brydge / & drewe
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tlic porte cloofe
/ ^ Thcnnc merueilled he why they wold not

fuffrc hym to entre
/
And thenne he loked vp to the wyndow

And there he fawe the fair Lyones that faid on hyghc go thy

way / fyr Bcaumayns / for as yet thou flialt not haue holy

5 my loue vnto the tyme that thou be callyd one of the nombre

of the worthy knyghtcs /
And therfor goo laboure in worfliip

this tweluc monethe
/
and thenne thou flialt here newe tydyn-

ges / Alias faire lady faid Beaumayns I haue not dcferued

that ye fliold flievve me this ftraungenes / and I had wend

10 that I fliold haue ryght good chere with you and vnto my
power I haue deferued thanke / and wel I am fure I haue

boughte your loue with parte of the beft blood within my body

Fayre curteis knyghte faid Dame Lyones / be not difpleafyd

nor ouer hafty /
for wete you wel / your grete trauaill nor go-

15 od loue flial not be loft / for I confydre your grete trauail & la-

bour / your bounte and your goodenes as me oughte to doo /

And therfore goo on your wey / and loke that ye be of good
comforte for all flial be for your worfliip / and for the befl: / &

perde a twelue moneth wille foone be done / and truft me fair

20 knyghte I flial be true to you and neuer te bitraye you /
but

to my dethe I flialle loue you / and none other
/
And ther with

alle flie torned her from the wyndowe / and fyr Beaumayns
rode awey ward from the caftel makyng grete dole / and foo

he rode here and there & wyfte not ne where he rode tyl hit was

25 derke nyghte /
And thenne it happend hym to come to a poure

mans hous and there he was hcrborowed all that nyghte /

But fyr Beaumayns hadde no reft but walowed and wry-

thed for the loue of the lady of the caftel / And foo vpon the

morowe he took his hors and rode vn tyl vndernc
/
and thene

30 he came to a brode water
/
and there by was a grete lodge / and

there he alyghte to flepe and leid his hede vpon the flielde / and

bitoke his hors to the dwarf / and commaunded hym to wat-

che al nyghte / Now torne we to the lady of the fame caftel /

that thoughte moche vpon Beaumayns / and thenne flic called

35 vnto her fyr Gryngamore her broder
/
and praid hym in al ma-

ner as he loued her hertely that he wold ryde after fyr Beau-

mayns / and euer haue ye wayte vpon hym tyl ye may fynde

hym flepynge / for I am fure in his heuynes he wil aly5t doun
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ue ye your wayte vpon hym / and in the prcuyeft manere ye
can take his dwerf / and go ye your waye with hym as fafte

as euer ye maye or fyr Beaumayns awake / For my fyfter

Lynet telleth me that he can telle of what kynreed he is come / 5

and what is his ryghte name
/
And the meane whyle I and

my fyfter wille rj-de vnto youre cartel to awayte whanne ye

brynge with you the dwerf / And thenne whan ye haue bro-

ughte hym vnto youre Caftel / I wylle haue hym in examy-
nacion my felf / vnto the tyme that I knowe what is his ry- 10

ghte name / and of what kynred he is come
/ fhalle I neuer be

mery at my herte ^ Syfler faid fyre Grynga-
more alle thys flialle be done after your entente / And foo he

rode alle the other daye and the nyghte tylle that he fond fyre

Beaumayns lyenge by a water and his hede vpon his fliclde 15

for to flepe / ^ And thenne whanne he fawe fyre Beau-

mayns faft on flepe / he cam ftylly ftalkyng behynde the dwerf

and plucked hym faft vnder his arme
/ and foo he rode aweye

with hym as fafte as euer he myght vnto his owne caftel

And this fyre Gryngamors armes were alle black and that zo

to hym longeth / But euer as he rode with the dwerf toward

his caftel / he cryed vnto his lord / and prayd hym for helpe /

And there with awoke fyre Beaumayns / and vp he lepte

lyghtly / & fawe where the Gryngamor rode his waye with

the dwerf / and foo fyr Gryngamor rode oute of his fyghte / 25

C Capitulum n

/^•JIBB^ Henne fyre Beaumayns putte on his helme anone /

I and buckelcd his fhelde / and tooke his hors / and ro-

^^J^ de after hym alle that euer he myghte ryde thorou ma-

rys and feldes and grete dales
/

that many tymes his hors

and he plonged ouer the hede in depe myres /
for he knewe not

the wey / but took the gaynefl; waye in that woodenes that ma-

ny tymes he was lyke to peryfflie / And at the lafte hym hap-

pend to come to a fayre grene waye And there he mette with

a poure man of the countreye whom he falewed & afl<ed hym /
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whether he mette not with a knyghtc vpon a black hors & all

black harneis a lytel dwerf fyttynge behynde hym with heuy

chcrc / Syre faidc this poure man here by me came fyre Gryn-

gamor the knyght with fuche a dwerf mornyng as ye faye /
&

5 therfore I rede you not folowe hym /
For he is one of the pe-

ryllouft knyghtes of the world / and his caftel is here nyhe

hand but two myle / therfor we aduyfe you ryde not after fyr

Gryngamor but yf ye owe hym good wille / Soo leue we fyre

Beaumayns rydynge toward the caftel and fpeke we of fir

10 Gryngamor and the dwerf / Anone as the dwerf was come

to the caftel / dame Lyones and dame Lynet her fyfter aflvcd

the dwerf where was his maifter borne / and of what lygnage

he was come
/ And but yf thou telle me faid dame Lyones

thou flialt neuer efcape this caftel / but euer here to be pryfoner

15 As for that faid the dwerf I fere not gretely to telle his na-

me and of what kynne he is come
/
Wete ye wel he is a kyn-

ges fone / and his moder is fyfter to kyng Arthur / and he is

broder to the good knyghte of fyre Gawayne / and his name

is fyre Gareth of Orkeney /
and now I haue told you his ry-

20 ght name
/

I praye you fayre lady lete me goo to my lord a-

geyne / for he wille neuer oute of this countrey vntyl that he

haue me ageyne / And yf he be angry / he wil doo moche harme

or that he be ftynte / and worche you wrake in this countray

As for that thretyng fayd fyr Gryngamore be it as it be may
25 We wille goo to dyner / and foo they waffiicd and wente to

mete / and made hem mery and wel at cafe / by caufe the lady

Lyones of the caftel was there / they made grete loye

^ Truly Madame fayd Lynet vnto her fyfter wel maye he be

a kynges fone
/ for he hath many good tatches on hym / for he

30 is curteis and mylde and the mooft fufferynge man that euer

I mette with al / For I dar faye ther was neuer gentylwo-
man reulyd man in foo foule a manere / as I haue rebuked

hym /
And at all tymes he gafe me goodely and meke anfucrs

ageyne ^ And as they fate thus talky-

35 nge / ther came fire Gareth in at the gate with an angry coun-

tenaunce and his fwerd drawen in his hand
/ and cryed a-

loude that alle the caftel my5t here hit fayeng thou traitour fyre
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Gryngamor delyuer me my dvverf ageyn / or by the feith that

I owe to the ordre of knyghthode I flial doo the al the harme

that I can
/ Thenne fyr Gryngamor loked cute at a wyndow

and faid fyr gareth of Orkeney leue thy boftyng wordes /
for

thou geteft not thy dwerf ageyne / Thou coward knyghte fayd 5

fyr Gareth brynge hym with the / and come and doo bataylle

with me / and wynne hym and take hym /
So wille I do fa-

id fyr Gryngamor and me lyft / but for ; al thy grete wordes

thou geteft hym not / A fayr broder faid dame Lyones I wold

he had his dwerf ageyne / for I wold he were not wroth
/

for 10

now he hath told me al my defyre I kepe nomore of the dwerf

And alfo broder he hath done moche for me / and delyuerd me
from the reed knyghte of the reed laundes

/
and therfor bro-

der I owe hym my feruyfe afore al knyghtes lyuynge / And
wete ye wel that I loue hym before al other / and ful fayne I 15

wold fpeke with hym /
But in no wyfe I wold that he wift

what I were
/ but that I were another ftraunge lady / Wel fa-

id fyr Gryngamor fythen I knowe now your wille
/

I wylle

obeye now vnto hym /
And ryght ther with al he wente doun

vnto fyr Gareth
/
and faid fyr I crye you mercy /

and al that 20

I haue myfdone I wille amend hit at your wille / And ther-

fore I pray you that ye wold alyghtc / and take fuche chere

as I can make you in this caftel
/ Shal I haue my dwerfe

faide fyre Gareth / ye fyr /
and alle the pleafaunce that I can

make you /
for as foone as your dvverf told me what ye we- 25

re and of what blood ye ar come / and what noble dedes ye ha-

ue done in thefe marches / thenne I repentyd of my dedes /

And thenne fyre Gareth alyghte /
and ther came his dwerf &

took his hors
/
O my felawe faid fyr gareth /

I haue had ma-

ny aduentures for thy fake
/
And foo fyre Gryngamor tooke 30

hym by the hand / and ledde hym in to the halle where his own

wyf was

C Capitulum yyij
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mNd
thennc cainc forth Dame Lyoncs arayed lyke a

prynceffe / and there flie made hym paffyng good chere

and he her ageyne /
and they had goodely langage &

lonely countenaunce to gyder / And fyre Gareth thought ma-

5 ny tymes Ihefu wold that the lady of the cartel perlllous we-

re fo fayre as flie was /
there were al maner of games & pla-

yes of dauncyng and fyngynge /
And euer the more fyre Ga-

reth bihelde that lady /
the more he loucd her /

and fo he brenned

in loue that he was paft hym felf in his reafon
/
and forth to-

10 ward nyghte they yede vnto fouper /
and fyre Gareth myghte

not ete for his loue was foo hote
/
that he wift not where he was

Alle thefe lokes afpyed fyr Gryngamor /
and thenne at after

fouper he callid his fyfter Dame Lyones vnto a chamber / and

fayd /
fair fyfter I haue wel afpyed your coutenauce betwixe

15 you and this knyght / And I wil fyfler that ye wete he is a

ful noble kny3t /
& yf ye can make hym to abyde here I wil

do hym all the pleafyr )?'
I can / for & ye were better than ye ar

ye were wel bywaryd vpon hym / Fayr^ broder faid Dame

lyones I vnderftande wel that the knyghte is good & come he

20 is of a noble hous / Notwithftandyng I wille affaye hym bet-

ter how be it I am mooft beholdyng to hym of ony erthely ma

for he hath had grete labour for my loue / and paffid many a

daungerous paffage / Ryght foo fyr Gryngamor wente vnto

fyr Gareth and faid fyre make ye good chere / for ye fhal haue

25 none other caufe / for this lady my fyfter is yours at al tymes

her worfliip faued
/

for wete ye wel fhe loueth you as wel as

ye doo her and better / yf better may be / And I wift that fa-

id fyr Gareth / ther lyued not a gladder man than I wold be

Vpon my worfliip faid fyr Gryngamor truft vnto my promyfe

30 And as long as it lyketh you ye fhal foiourne with me and

this lady fhal be with vs dayly and nyghtly to make yow
alle the chere that fhe can /

I wille wel faid fyre Gareth / For

I haue promyfcd to be nyghe this countrey this twelue mo-

neth /
And wel I am fure kynge Arthur and other noble

35 knyghtes wille fynde me where that I am within this twelfe

moneth /
For I flial be foughte and founden yf that I be on

lyue ^ And thenne the noble knyghte fyre Gareth wente

vnto the dame Lyones whiche he thene moche loued / & kyft her
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many tymes / and eyther made gretc loye of other /
And there

flie promyfed hym her loue certaynly to loue hym and none o-

ther the daycs of hyr lyf /
Thenne this lady dame Lyones by

the affente of her broder told fyr Gareth alle the trouth what

fhe was / And how fhe was the fame lady that he dyd batail 5

for
/
and how flie was lady of the caftel peryllous /

and there

flie told hym how Hie caufed her broder to take awey his dwerf

C Capitulum yyij

rOr
this caufe to knowe the certaynte what was your

name /
and of what kynne ye were come /

And thenne

Hie lete fctche tofore hym Lynet the damoyfel that had 10

rydcn with hym many wylfome waycs /
Thenne was fyre Ga-

reth more gladder than he was to fore /
And thC-ne they trouth-

plyte eche other to loue
/
and neuer to faylle whyles their ly-

fe lafteth /
And foo they brente bothe in loue that they were ac-

corded to abate their luftes fecretely /
And there Dame Lyones 15

counceylled fyr Gareth to flepe in none other place but in the

halle / And there llie promyfed hym to come to his bedde a ly-

tel afore mydn>'ght /
This counceil was not foo pryuely kepte

but it was vnderftande / for they were but yonge bothe and ten-

dyr of age /
and had not vfed none fuche craftes to forne /

20

Wherfor the damoyfel Lynet was a lytel difpleafyd / and fhe

thoughte her fyfter Dame Ljoncs was a lytel ouer hafty /

that flie m>'ghtc not abyde the tyme of her maryage / And for

fauyng their worfliip /
flie thoughte to abate their hote luftes /

#T And fo flie lete ordeyne by her fubtyl craftes that they had 25

not their ententes neyther with other as in her delytes / vntyl

they were maryed /
And foo it paft on /

At after fouper was

made clene auoydaunce /
that euery lord and lady fliold goo

vnto his reft /
But fyr Gareth faid playnly he wold goo noo

ferthcr than the halle /
for in fuche places he faid was conuenyent 3°

for an arraunt kny5t to take his reft in /
and fo there were or-

dcyned grete couches /
& theron fether beddes

/
& there leyde hym

doune to flepe /
& within a whyle cam dame Lyones wrapped in

a mantel furred with Ermyne & Icid her doun befydcs fyr ga-

reth /
And there with alle he beganne to kyffe her / And thenne 35

he loked afore hym and there he apperceuyued and fawe co-

me an armed knyght with many lyghtes aboute hym /
and
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fawc come an armed knj-^t witli many lyghtes about hym / &
this knyghte had a longc Gyfarme in his hand

/
and maade

grj-m countenaunce to fm\-tc hj-m /
Whanne fyrc Gareth fawe

hym come in that wyfe /
he lepte oute of his bedde and gate in

5 his hand his fwerd and lepte ftrayte toward that knyght /

And whanne the knyght fawe fyr Gareth come fo fyerfly vp-

on hym /
he fmote hym with a foyne thorou the thyckc of the

thy3 that the wound was a fliaftmon brode and had cutte a-

two many vaynes and fenewes
/
And there with al fyr Ga-

'" reth fmote hym vpon the helme fuche a buffet that he felle gro-

uelyng / and thenne he lepte ouer hym and vnlaced his hel-

me and fmote of his hede fro the body / And thenne he bledde fo

faft that he myghte not ftande
/
but foo he leid hym doun vpon

his bedde / and there he fwouned and laye as he had ben dede

'5 Thenne dame Lyones cryed alowde / that her broder fyr Gryn-

gamor herd / and came doune
/
And whan he fawe fyr Gareth

foo fliamefully wounded / he was fore difpleafyd and fayd I

am fliamed that this noble knyghte is thus honoured / Syr fa-

yd fyr Gryngamore hou may this be
/
that ye be here / and thys

20 noble knyghte wounded
/ Broder flie faid I can not telle yow

For it was not done by me nor by myn affente / For he is my
lord and I am his

/ and he mufi; be myn hufband / therfore my
broder I wille that ye wete I fliame me not to be with hym /

nor to doo hym alle the pleafyr that I can
/ Syfter faid fyre

25 Gryngamore / and I will that ye wete it and fyr Gareth both

that it was neuer done by me nor by my affente that this vn-

happy dede was done
/ And there they ftaunched his bledynge

as wel as they myght / and grete forou made fir Gryngamor
and Dame Lyones / And forthc with al came Dame Lynet

30 and toke vp the hede in the fyghte of hem alle
/
and enoynted

it with an oyntcment there as it was fmyten of / and in the fa-

me wyfe {he dyd to the other parte there as the hede ftak
/ And

thenne fhe fette it to gyders / and it ftak as faft as euer it did

And the knyghte arofe lyghtely vp / and the damoyfel Lynet

35 put hym in her chambre
/ Alle this fawe fir Gryngamor and

dame Lyones / and foo dyd fir Gareth / and wel he efpyed that

it was the damoyfel Lynet that rode with hym thorou the pe-

ryllous paffages /
A wel damoyfel faid fyrc Gareth I wende
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wold not haue done as ye haue done / My lord Gareth faid

Lynet / alle that I haue done I will auowe / and alle that I

haue done fhal be for youre honoure and worfhip /
and to vs

alle / And foo within a whyle fyr Gareth was nyghe hole /
&

waxid lyghte and locoundc
/

and fange / daunced and ga- 5

med /
and he and dame Lyones were foo hote in brennynge

loue that they made their couenaunte at the tenth nyghte after

that flie fhold come to his bedde /
And by caufe he was woudcd

afore / he laid his armour /
and his fwerd nyghe his beddes

fyde
'o
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B-^ Vght as fhc promyfed flic came / and fhe was not foo

II m foone in his bedde / but flic afpyed an armed kn}-ghte

comyng toward the bedde
/
there with alle fhe warned fyr Ga-

reth /
and lyghtly thorou the good helpe of Dame Lyones he

was armed / and they hurtled to gyders with grete Ire & ma- '5

lyce al aboute the halle / and there was grete lyght as it had

ben the nombre of xx torches bothe before and behynd / foo that

fyr Gareth ftrayned hym / foo that his old wounde brafte a-
'

geyne on bledyng /
but he was hote and couragyous and to-

ke no kepe /
but with his grete force he ftroke doune that kny- 20

ghte /
and voyded his helme

/
and ftrake of his hede / Thenne he

hewe the hede in an honderd pyeces / And whan he had done fo

he took vp alle tho pyeces and threvve hem oute at a wyndow
in to the dyches of the cartel

/
and by this done

/
he was fo faynt

that vnnethes he myght ftande for bledyng / And by thenne he 25

was al moft vnarmed / he felle in a dedely fvvoune in the flo-

re
/
And thenne dame Lyones cryed foo that fyr Gryngamor

herd
/
And whan he cam and fond fyr Gareth in that plyte he

made grete forou /
& there he awaked fir Gareth / and gaf hym

a drynke that releued hym wonderly wel / but the forou that 3°

Dame Lyones made there maye no tongc telle / for fhe foo fa-

ryd with her felf as flie wold haue dyed / ^ Ryghte foo cam

this damoyfel Lynet before hem al / and fhe had fette alle the

goblets of the hede that fyr Gareth had throwen out at a wyn-
dowe /

and there fhe enoynted hem as flic had done to fore / & fet 35

them to gyder ageyn / wel damoifel Lynet faid fyre Gareth /
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I haue not deferued alle this defpyte that ye doo vnto me
/ fir

knyghte flie faid
/

I haue no thynge do / but I will auowe
/

And al that I haue done flialle be to your worfhip and to

vs al
/
And thenne was fyre Gareth flauched of his bledyng

5 But the leches faid / that ther was no man that bare the lyf /

fliolde hele hym thorou oute of his wounde / but yf they heled

hym that caufed that flroke by enchauntement / So leue we fyr

Gareth there with fyr Gr}-ngamore and his fyflcrs /
and tor-

ne we vnto kynge Arthur that at the nexte feeft of Pentecoft

10 hcldc his feefl /
and there cam the grene kny3t with fyfty kny-

ghtes /
and yelded hem all vnto kynge Arthur / And fo there

came the reed knyghte his broder /
and yelded hym to kyng Ar-

thur and thre fcore knyghtes with hym / Alfo there came the

blewe knyghte broder to them with an honderd knyghtes / &

15 yelded hem vnto kynge Arthur / and the grene knyghtes na-

me was Partolype /
and the reed knyghtes name was Pe-

rymones /
and the blewe knj'ghtes name was fyr Perfant of

Inde / thefe thre bretheren told kynge Arthur how they were

ouercome by a knyghte that a damoyfel had with her / and

2o called hym Beaumayns /
Ihefu fayd the kynge I mer-

ueylle what knyghte he is / and of what lygnage he is come /

He was with me a twelue monethe /
and pourely and flia-

mefully he was foftred /
and fyre kay in fcorne named hym

Beaumayns /
Soo ryghte as the kyng flode foo talkyng with

25 thefe thre bretheren / there came fyr Launcelot du lake and told

the kynge that there was come a goodly lord with vj C kn-

ghtes with hym / thenne the kynge wente oute of Carlyon /

for there was the feeft / and there came to hym this lord
/ and

falewed the kynge in a goodly manere
/ What wylle ye fayd

30 kyng Arthur /
and what is youre erand / S}t he faid my na-

name is the reed knyghte of the reed laundes
/ but my name is

fyr Ironfyde /
and fyre wete ye wel / here I am fente to yow /

of a knyght that is called Beaumayns /
for he wanne me in

playne bataille hande for hand / and foo dyd neuer no kny-

35 ght but he that euer had the better of me this xxx wynter /

the whiche commaunded to yelde me to yow at youre wylle /

ye are welcom faid the kyng / for ye haue ben long a grete foo

to me and my Courte / and now I trufte to god I flialle
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foo entreate you that ye flial be my frend / Syre / bothe I and

thefe fyue honderd knyghtes flml alweyes be at your fomons

to doo you feruyfe as maye lye in oure powers /
Ihefu mercy

faid kyng Arthur I am moche beholdynge vnto that kn}'ght /

that hath put foo his body in deuoyre to worfhippe me & my 5

Courte / And as to the Ironfyde that art called the reed kn-

yghte of the reed laundes thou arte called a peryllous kny3t

And yf thou wylt holde of me I flial worfhippe the and ma-

ke the knyghte of the table round /
but thenne thou mufl: be no

more a murtherer / Syre as to that I haue promyfed vnto 10

fyre Beaumayns neuer more to vfe fuche cuftommes /
for all

the fliameful cuflomes that I vfed I dyd at the requeft of a

lady that I loued
/
and therfor T muft goo vnto fyr Laun-

celot and vnto fyre Gawayne /
and afl-:e them foryeuenes of

the euyll wylle I had vnto them
/

for alle that I put to deth 15

was al only for the loue of fyr Launcelot and of fyr Gawa-

yne / They ben here now faid the kynge afore the
/
now maye ye

faye to them what ye wylle /
And thenne he kneled doune vn-

to fyre Launcelot and to fyre Gawayne and prayd them of

foryeuenes of his enemytee that euer he had ageynfte them /
20
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/ I Henne goodely they faid al at ones / god foryeue you

^^J^ and we do
/
and praye you that ye will telle vs where

we may fynde fyr Beaumayns / Fayre lordes faid fyr Iron-

fyde I can not telle you /
for it is ful hard to fynde hym /

for

fuche yong knyghtes as he is one / whanne they be in their ad- 25

uentures ben neuer abydynge in no place / ^ But to faye the

worfliip that the reed knyghte of the reed laundes and fyr per-

faunt and his broder faid of Beaumayns /
it was merueil to

here / Wei my fayre lordes faid kynge Arthur /
wete yow wel

/

I flialle do you honour for the loue of fyr Beaumayns / and 3"

as foone as euer I mete with hym I flialle make you al vp-

on one day knyghtes of the table round
/
And as to the fyre

Perfaunt 0/ Inde thou haft ben euer called a ful noble kny-

ghte / and foo haue euer ben thy thre bretheren called
/

But I

merueil faid the kyng that I here not of the black kny5t your 35
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broder / he was a ful noble knyghte / Syr fayd Pertolype the

grene kny5t fyr Beaumayns flewe hym in a recoutre with his

fpere /
his name was fyr Perard

/
that was grete pyte fayd

the kynge and foo faid many knyghtes /
For thefc four brethe-

S ren were ful wel knowen in the courte of kynge Arthur for

noble knyghtes / for long tyme they had holden werre ageynft

the knyghtes of the round table / Thenne fayd Pcrtolepe the

grene knyghte to the kynge atte a paffage of the water of

mortayfc there encountred fyr Beaumayns with two brcthe-

10 ren that eucr for the mooft party kepte that paffage / and they

were two dedely knyghtes /
and there he flewe the eldeft broder

in the water / and fmote hym vpon the hecde fuche a buffet that

he felle doune in the water / and there he was drouned /
& his

name was fir Garard le brewfc / and after he flewe the other

15 broder vpon the lend
/

his name was fyr Arnold le brewfe
/

C Capitulum yyvj

m A A Oo thenne the kyng and they wente to mete / and we-

^^^f re ferued in the beft manere
/
And as they fatte at the

mete / ther came in the quene of Orkeney with ladycs & kny}-

tes a grete nombre / And thenne fyr Gawayn / fyr Agraua-
20 yn and Gaherys arofe

/
and wente to her

/
and falewed her vp-

on their knees / and aflvcd her blyffyng / For in xv j'ere they

had not fene her
/
Thenne fhe fpak on hyghc to her broder kynge

Arthur /
where haue ye done my yong fone fyr Gareth / he was

here amongft you a twelue moneth / & ye made a kechyn kna-

25 ue of hym / the whiche is fhame to you all / Alias where haue

ye done my dere fone that was my loye and blyffe / O dere mo-

der faid fyr Gawayn I knewe hym not
/

Nor I faid the ky-

nge that now me repenteth / but thanked be god he is preued

a worfhipful knyghte as ony is now lyuyng of his yeres / &
30 I flial neuer be glad tyl I may fynde hym / A broder fayd

the quene vnto kyng Arthur and vnto fyr Gawayne and to

alle her fones / ye dyd your felf grete fliame whan ye amongft

you kepte my fone in the kechyn and fedde hym lyke a poure

hog / Fayr fifter faid kyng Arthur ye fliall ryghte wel wete /

35 I knewe hym not / nor nomore dyd fyre Gawayn / nor his
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bretheren / but fythen it is foo faid the kyng that he is thus

gone from vs alle /
we muft fhape a remedy to fynde hym / Alfo

fyfter me femeth ye myght haue done me to wete of his comy-

nge /
And thenne and I had not done wel to hym / ye my3t

haue blamed me /
For whan he cam to this courte he came Ic- 5

nyng vpoii two mens fliolders as though he myght not haue

gone /
And thenne he afl-:ed me thre yeftes / and one he afked

the fame day /
that was that I wold gyue hym mete ynough

that twelue moneth /
and the other two yeftes he aflvcd that

day a twelue moneth / and that was that he myghte haue thad- lo

uenture of the damoyfel Lynet /
and the thyrd was that fyre

Launcelot fhold make hym knyght whan he defyred hym /

And foo I graunted hym alle his defyrc / and many in this

Courte merueilled that he defyred his fufbenaunce for a twelf

monethe
/
And there by we demed many of vs that he was is

not come of a noble hous / Syre faid the Ouene of Orkeney

vnto kynge Arthur her broder / wete ye wel that I fente hym
vnto you ryghte wel armed and horfed and worfliipfully

byfene his body / and gold and fylucr plente to fpend /
it

may be faid the kynge /
but therof fawe we none

/
fauf that fa- 20

me daye as he departed from vs
/ knyghtes told me that ther

came a dwerf hyder fodenly and broughte hym armour and

a good hors ful wel and rychely byfene / and there at we al

had merueille /
fro whcns that rycheffe came / that we demed al

that he was come of men of worfliip / Broder faid the Quene 25

alle that ye faye I byleue / for eucr fythen he was growen / he

was merucilloufly wytted / and euer he was feythful & true

of his promeffe /
But I merueille faid flie that fyre kay dyd

mocke hym and fcorne hym /
and gaf hym that name Beau-

mayns / yet fyr kay faid the quene named hym more ryghte- 3°

uoufly than he wende / For I dare faye and he be on lyue / he

is as fair an handed man and wel difpofed as ony is lyu-

ynge / Syre faid Arthurle te this langage be flylle / and by the

grace of god he Ihal be founde
/
and he be within thefe feuen ro-

yames /
and lete alle this paffe and be mery / for he is proued 35

to be a man of worfliip / and that is my loyc

C Capitulum yyvij
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/^fc^Hcnnc faid fyr Gawayne and his bretheren vnto ar-

M \ tliur / fyrc and yc wyl gyue vs Icuc we wille go and

^^^ fckc oure brother / Nay faid fyr Launcelot that flialle

ye not nede / and fo faid fyr Bawdcwyn of Bretayne /
for as

5 by oure aduys the kynge flial fendc vnto dame Lyones a mef-

fager / and praye her that flic wille come to the courte in alle

the haft that flie may /
and doubte ye not fhe wille come /

And

thene fhe may gyue you beft couceille where ye flial fynde hym
This is wel faid of you faid the kyng / Soo thenne goodely

10 letters were made / and the meffager fente forth that nyghte &

day he wente tyl he cam vnto the cartel perillous /
And thenne

the lady dame Lyones was fente fore there as fhe was wyth

fyr Gryngamor her broder and fyre Gareth / and whan fhe vn-

derftode this meffage / flie badde hym ryde on his way vnto ky-

iS nge Arthur
/
and flic wold come after in al goodely haft

^ Thenne whan flie came to fyr Gryngamor and to fir Ga-

reth fhe told hem al how kyng Arthur had fente for her /
that

is by caufe of me faid fyr Gareth / Now auyfe me faid dame

Lyones what flialle I faye and in what manere I fhal rule

20 me / My lady and my loue faid fir Gareth I pray you in no

wyfe be ye aknowen where I am / but wel I wote my moder

is there and alle my bretheren /
and they wille take vpon hem

to feke me
/

I wote wel that they doo
/
But this madame I

wold ye fayd and aduyfed the kynge whan he queftyoned

25 with you of me / Thenne maye ye fay / this is your aduys that

and hit lyke his good grace / ye wille doo make a crye ayenft

the feeft of thaffumpcion of our lady that what knyghte there

preueth hym beft he fhal welde you and all your land / And

yf foo be that he be a wedded man that his wyf fhall the degre

30 and a coronal of gold befette with ftones of vertue to the va-

lewe of a thoufand pound and a whyte larfaucon /

Soo dame Lyones departed /
and came to kynge Arthur whe-

re flie was nobly receyued / and there fhe was fore queftyoned

of the kyng and of the quene of Orkeney / And fhe anfuerde

35 where fyr Gareth was fhe coude not telle / But thus moche fhe

faid vnto Arthur / fyre I wille lete crye a turnement that fhal

be done before my caftel at the Affumpcion of oure lady / and

the crye flial be this that you my lorde Arthur flialt be there / &
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your knyghtes /
and I will purucy that my knyghtes ihallc

be ageynft yours /
And thenne I am fure ye Ihall here of fyr

Gareth /
this is wcl aduyfcd faid kynge Arthur

/ and Too Ihe

departed /
And the kynge and flie maade grete prouyfyon to

that turnement / Whan dame Lyones was come to the yle of A- 5

uylyon that was the fame ylc thcr as her broder fyr Grynga-

mor dwelte /
thenne ihe told hem al how flie had done /

and

what promyfe flie had made to kynge Arthur / Alias faid fyr

Gareth /
I haue been foo wounded with vnhappynes fythen I

cam in to this caftel that I flial not be abyl to doo at that tur- 10

nement lyke a knyghte /
for I was neuer thorouly hole fyn I

was hurte / Be ye of good chere faid the damoyfel Lynet / for

I vndertake within thefe xv dayes to make you hole and as

lufty as euer ye were
/
And thenne flie leid an oynement & a

falue to hym as it pleafyd to her that he was neuer fo freffli 15

nor foo lufty / Thenne faid the damoyfel Lynet / fend you vnto

fyr Perfaunt of ynde /
and affomone hym and his knyghtes

to be here with you as they haue promyfed / Alfo that ye fend

vnto fyr Ironfyde that is the reed knjghte of the reed laun-

des
/
and charge hym that he be redy with you with his hole 20

fomme of knyghtes /
and thenne flialle ye be abyl to matche

with kynge Arthur and his knyghtes / Soo this was done &
alle knyghtes were fente for vnto the caltel peryllous / & then-

ne the reed knyght anfuerd and faid vnto dame Lyones and

to fyre Gareth
/
Madame & my lord fyr Gareth ye fhal vnder- 25

ftande that I haue ben at the court of kynge Arthur and fire

Perfaunt of Lide and his bretheren / and there we haue done

cure homage as ye commaunded vs / Alfo fyr Ironfyde fayd

I haue taken vpon me with fyre Perfaunt of Inde and his

bretheren to hold party ageynft my lord fir Launcelot and the 3°

knyghtes of that courtc
/
And this haue I done for the loue of

my lady Dame Lyones and you my lord fir Gareth / ye haue

wel done faid fyr Gareth
/
But wete you wel ye fhal be ful

fore matched with the mooft noble knyghtes of the world / ther-

for we mult purueye vs of goode knyghtes where we may ge- 35

te them / That is wel faid
/ faid fir Perfaunt and worfhipfully

And foo the crye was made in England / walis and fcotland

L-eland / Cornewaille / & in alle the oute lies and in bretayn
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and in many countreyes that at the fecft of our lady the af-

fumpcion next comyng men fliold come to the caftel peryllous

befydc the yle of Auylyon /
And there al the knyghtes that

ther came fliold haue the choyfe whether them lyft to be on the

5 one party with the knyghtes of the caftel or on the other par-

ty with kynge Arthur / And two monethes was to the daye

that the turnement fliold be / & fo ther cam many good kny5-

tes that were at her large and helde hem for the mooft party a-

geynft kynge Arthur and his knyghtes of the round table /

10 cam in the fyde of them of the caftel / For fyr Epynogrus was

the fyrft /
and he was the kynges fone of Northumberland

/
&

fyr Palamydes the farafyn was another /
and fyr Safere his

broder
/
and fyre Segwarydes his broder / but they were cryft-

ncd
/

and fyre Malegryne another /
and fyr Bryan des les

IS Ilelys a noble knyghte / and fyr Grummore gummurfum a

good knyghte of Scotland /
and fyr Carados of the dolorous

toure a noble knyghte and fyr Turquyn his broder / and fyr

Arnold and fyre Gauter two bretheren good knyghtes of

Cornewaile / there cam fyr Tryftram de lyones /
and with hym

20 fyr Dynadas the fenefchal / and fir Saduk / but this fyr Trif-

tram was not at that tyme knyght of the table round / but he

was one of the beft knyghtes of the world /
And foo all thefe

noble knyghtes accompanyed hem with the lady of the caftel

and with the reed knyghte of the reed laundes / but as for fir

25 Gareth he wold not take vpon hym more but as other meane

knyghtes

C Capitulum yyviij

HNd
thenne ther cam with kynge Arthur fir Gawayn

Agrauayne / Gaherys his bretheren /
And thenne his

neuewes fyr Vwayn le blaunche maynys /
and fyr Aglouale

30 fyr Tor /
fir Percyuale de galys /

and fyre Lamorrak de galis

Thenne came fir Launcelot du lake with his bretheren neuews

and cofyns as fir Lyonel / fir E6lor de marys / fyr bors de ga-

nys and fir Galyhodyn / fyre Galihud and many moo of fyre

Launcelots blood and fyre Dynadan /
fir la coote male tayle /

35 his broder a good knyghte / and fir Sagramore a good kny3t
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And al the moft party of the round table / Alfo ther cam with

kynge Arthur thefe knyghtes the kynge of Ireland / kynge

Agwyfaunce / and the kyng of Scotland kyng Carados and

kynge Vryens of the londe of gore and kyng Bagdemagus
and his fone fyr Melyaganus and fyr Galahault the noble 5

prynce / Alle thefe kynges prynces and Erles Barons and

other noble knyghtes / as fyre Braundyles / fyre Vwayne les

auowtres / and fyre kay / fyr Bedeuere / fyr Melyot de logrys

fyr Petypafe of wynkelfee / fyr Godelake / alle thefe came with

kynge Arthur and moo that can not ben reherced
/

10

^ Now leue we of thefe kynges and knyghtes / and lete vs

fpeke of the grete araye that was made within the caftel and

aboute the caftel for bothe partyes /
the lady Dame Lyones

ordeyned grete aray vpon her party for her noble knyghtes for

al maner of lodgyng and vytaille that cam by land & by wa- 15

ter that ther lacked no thynge for hfer party nor for the other

but there was plente to be had for gold and fyluer for ky-

nge Arthur and his knyghtes / And thenne ther cam the her-

begeours from kynge Arthur for to hcrberowe hym & his ky-

nges / dukes Erles Barons and knyghtes /
And thenne fyr

20

Gareth prayd dame Lyones and the reed knyghte of the reed

laundes / and fyr Perfant and his broder
/ and fyre Grynga-

mor that in no wyfe ther ihold none of them telle not his na-

me and make no more of hym than of the leeft knyghte that

there was / for he faid I wille not be knowen of neyther more 25

ne leffe / neyther at the begynnj-nge neyther at the endynge

^ Thenne Dame Lyones faid vnto fyr Gareth / fyre I wyllc
lene you a rynge / but I wold pray you as ye louc me hertely

lete me haue it agcyne whanne the turnement is done / ^ For

that rynge encreaceth my beaute moche more than it is of hym 30

felf
/ And the vertu of my rynge is that / that is grene it will

tome to reed / and that is reed it wil torne in lykenes to gre-
ne

/ And that is blewe it wil torne in lykenes of whyte / and

that is whyte it wil torne in lykenes to blewe / and fo it wil

doo of al manere of colours
/ Alfo who that bercth my rynge / 35

flialle lefe no blood
/ and for grete loue I wil gyue you thys

rynge / Gramcrcy faid fyr Gareth myn own lady / for this ry-

nge is paffynge mete, for mc / for it wille torne al manere of
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lykenes that I am in
/
and that fliallc caufe me that I fliall

not be knowen / Thenne fyr Gryngamor gaf fyr Gareth a bay

conifer that was a paffyng good hors / Alfo he gafe hym go-

od aimourc and fure and a noble fwerd that fomtyme fyre

5 Gryngamois fader wanne vpon an hethen Tyraunt /
And foo

thus euery knyghte made hym redy to that turnement & kyng

Arthur was comen two daycs to fore thaffumpcion of our la-

dy /
And there was al maner of Royalte of al mynftralfye /

that myghte be founde /
Alfo there cam quene Gweneuer and

10 the quene of Orkeney fyr Gareths moder /
And vpon the af-

fumpcion day whanne maffe and matyns were done there we-

re herowdes with trompettes commaunded to blowe to the feld

And foo there came oute fyr Epynogrus the kynges fone of

Northumberland from the cartel / and there encountred with

15 hym fyre Sagramor le defyrus /
and eyther of hem brake their

fperes to their handes / And thenne came in fyre Palamydes

oute of the Caftel /
and there encountred with hym Gawayne

and eyther of hem fmote other fo hard that bothe the good kn-

yghtes and their horfes felle to the erthe / And thenne knygh-

20 tes of eyther party refcowed their knyghtes / And thenne cam

in fyr Safere and fyre Segwarydes bretheren to fyre Pala-

mydes / and there encountred fyr Agrauayne with fyr Safere

and fyr Gaherys encountred with fyre Segwarydes / So fyr

Safere fmote doune Agrauayne fyr Gawayns broder / and fir

25 Segwarydes fyr Saferys broder And fyr Malgryne a kny3t

of the Caftel encountred with fyr Vwayne le blaunche may-

nys / And there fyre Vwayne gaf fyr Malgryn a falle / that

he had almoft broke his neck

z
C Capitulum mv

Henne fyr Bryan de les yles and Grummore grum-

30 ^^^ morffum knyghtes of the Caltel with fyre Aglouale

and fyre Tor fmote doun fyr Gromere Grcmorfon to the erth

Thenne cam in fyr Carados of the dolorous toure
/
& fyr Tur-

quyne knyghtes of the Caftel / and there encoutred with hem

fyr Percyuale de galys & fyr Launce/ot de galys / that were

35 two bretheren
/ And there encountred fyr Percyuale with fyre
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Caradus / and eyther brake their fperes vnto their handes / &
thenne fyr Turquyn with fyrc Lamerak / and eyther of hem

fmote doune others hors and alle to the erthe
/
and eyther par-

tyes refcovved other / and horfed them agcyn /
And fyr Arnold

and fyr Gautere knyghtes of the caftel encountred with fyre 5

Braundyles and fyr kay /
and thefe four knyghtes encoun-

tred myghtely / and brake their fperes to their handes / Then-

ne came in fyr Tryftram / fyre Saduk / and fyre Dynas kny-

ghtes of the caftel
/
and there encountred fyr Tryftram wyth

fyre Bedyuere / and there fyr Bedyuere was fmyten to the er- 10

the bothe hors and man / And fyr Saduk encountred with fir

Petypafe /
and there fyr Saduk was ouerthrowen / And there

Vwayne les auoutres fmote doune fyr Dynas the fenefchal
/

Thenne came in fyr Perfaunt of Inde a knyght of the caftel

And there encountred with hym fyr Launcelot du lake / and is

there he fmote fyr Perfaunts hors and man to the erthe / then-

ne came fyr Pertylope from the caftel /
and there encountred

with hym fyr Lyonel /
and there fyr Pertylope the grene kn-

yght fmote doune fyr Lyonel broder to fyr Laucelot / All this

was marked by noble heroudes /
who bare hym beft

/
and theire 20

names
/
And thenne came in to the feld fyre Perymones the

grene knyght fyr Perfaunts broder that was a knyght of the

Caftel /
and he encountred with fyr Eclor de marys /

and ey-

ther fmote other fo hard / that bothe their horfes and they felle

to the erthe /
And thenne came in the reed knyght of the reed ~S

laundes and fyr Gareth from the caftel
/
and there encountred

with hem fyr Bors de ganys and fyr Bleoberys / and there

the reed knyghte and fyr Bors fmote other fo hard that her

fperes braft and their horfes felle grouclynge to the erthe

Thenne fyr Blamor brake his fpere vpon fyr Gareth / but of 3°

that flroke fyr Blamor felle to the erthe /
whan fyr Galyhou-

dyn fawe that
/
he bad fir gareth kepe hym /

& fire gareth fmote

hym to the erthe
/ thenne fire Galyhud gate a fpere to auenge

his broder
/
& in the fame wyfe fir gareth ferued hym / & fir Dy-

nadan & his broder la cote male tayle / & fir Sagramor defirus 35

& fir Dodynas le faueage / All thefe he bare doun with one fpe-

re /
Whan kyng Aguyfauce of Irland fawe fyr Gareth fare fo

he merueiled what he my3t be y one tymc fcmed grene & another
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tymc at his ageync comyng he fcmed blcwe /
And thus at c-

ucry cours that he rode to and fro he chaunged his colour fo

that ther myghte neyther kynge nor knyghtc hauc redy cong-

nyffaunce of hj-m /
Thenne fyr Anguyffaunce the kyng of Ir-

5 land encountred with fyr Gareth / and there fyr Gareth fmo-

te hym from his hors fadyl and all / And thenne came kyng

Caradus of Scotland and fyr Gareth fmote hym doun hors

and man / And in the fame wyfe he ferued kyng Vryens of

the land of Gore / And thenne came in fyr Bawdemagus /

10 and fyr Gareth fmote hym doune hors and man to the erthe

And Bawdemagus fone Melyganus brake a fpere vpon fir

Gareth myghtely and knyghtely /
And thenne fyr Galahaut

the noble prynce cryed on hyghe knyghte with the many colo-

urs wel haft thou lufted / Now make the redy that I maye

15 Iufl:e with the / Syre Gareth herd hym /
and he gat a grete fpe-

re / and foo they encountred to gyder /
and there the prynce bra-

ke his fpere / But fyr Gareth fmote hym vpon the lyfte fyde

of the helme
/
that he relyd here and there / and he had falle do-

une had not his men recouerd hym / Soo god me help fayd

::o kynge Arthur that fame knyght with the many colours is a

good knyghte / wherfor the kynge called vnto hym fyr Laun-

cclot and praid hym to encountre with that knyghte / Syr fa-

id Launcelot I may wel fynde in my herte for to forbere hym
as at this tyme / for he hath hadde trauail ynough this day /

&
25 whan a good knyghte doth foo wel vpon fomme day / it is no

good knyghtes parte to lette hym of his worfliip /
And na-

mely whan he feeth a Knyght hath done foo grete labour / for

peraduenture faid fyr Launcelot his quarel is here this day /
&

perauentur he is beft byloued with this lady of al that ben he-

30 re / for I fee wel / he payneth hym & enforceth hym to do grete de-

des / & therfor faid fyr launcelot as for me this day he fliall ha-

ue the honour / though it lay in my power to put hym fro it
/

I

wold not

z.
C Capitulum yyy

Henne whanne this was done / there was drawynge

35 ^^m of fwerdes / And thenne there began a fore turnement
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And there dyd fyr Lamerak merueyllous dedes of armes / &
betwixe fyr Lamerak and fyre Ironfyde that was the reed

knyghte of the reed laudes there was ftrong batail / & betwix

fyre Palamides & Bleoberys there was a flrong batail / & fir

Gawayne and fyr Tryftram mette / and there fyr Gawayne 5

had the werfe / for he pulled fyre Gawayne from his hors /

And there he was long vpon foote and defouled / Thenne cam

in fyr Launcelot and he fmote fyr Turquyne /
and he hym / &

thenne came fyr Caradus his broder
/
and bothe at ones they

affayled hym / & he as the mooft nobleft knyght of the world 10

worfliipfully foughte with hem bothe / that al men wondred of

the nobleffe of fyr launcelot /
And thenne came in fyr Gareth

and knewe that it was fir launcelot that fought with tho two

peryllous knyghtes /
And thenne fyr Gareth came with his

good hors and hurtled hem in fonder / & no ftroke wold he fm- 13

yte to fyr Launcelot
/ that afpyed fir launcelot & denied it fliold

be the good knyghte fyre Gareth / & thenne fyr Gareth rode he-

re and there /
& fmote on the ryght hand & on the lyfte hand

that alle the folkc myghte wel afpye where that he rode / and

by fortune he mette with his broder fyr Gawayn / and there he 20

put fyr Gawayne to the werfe /
for he put of his helme / and fo

he ferued fyue or fyxe knyghtes of the rounde table that alle

men faid / he put hj-m in the moft paync / and beft he dyd his dc-

uoyr /
For whan fyr Tryfiiram beheld hym how he fyrft luf-

ted and after foughte fo wel with a fwerd / Thenne he rode 25

vnto fyr L-onfyde and to fyre Perfaunt of ynde and aflced

hem by their feythe / what maner a knyghte is yonder knyght
that femeth in foo many dyuerfe colours

/ Truly me femeth fa-

yd Tryflram that he putteth hym felf in grete payne for he ne-

uer ceafeth
/ Wote ye not what he is fayd fyr Ironfyde / No fa- 3°

id fyr Trj-ftram / thenne flial ye knowe that this is he that lo-

ueth the lady of the caftel and flie hym ageyne / and this is he

that wanne me whan I byfeged the lady of this caftel / and

this he that wanne fyr Perfaunt of ynde / and his thre brethe-

ren /
what is his name fayd fyr Tryftram and of what blood 35

is he come
/ he was called in the courte of kyng Arthur Be-

aumayns / but his ry3t name is fir Gareth of Orkeney broder

to fir Gawayn / by my hede faid fir Triftram he is a good kni5t
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kn>-ght and a b)gge man of arme..
/
& yf he be yong he flialle

prcuc a ful noble knyghte /
he is but a child they all faide & of

f}i- Launcelot he was made kny5t / thcrfor is he mykel the bet-

ter faid Tr>-fl:ram /
And thennc fyr Tryftram / fyr Ironfyde /

5 fyr Perfaunt and his broder rode to gyders for to helpe fir ga-

reth / & thenne there were gyuen many ftrong ftrokes /
And then-

nc fyr Garcth rode oute on the one fyde to amende his helme /

& thcnnc faid his dwerf take me your ryng that ye lefe it not

whyle that ye drynke /
And fo whan he had dronken he gat on

10 his helme / & egerly took his hors & rode in to the felde & lefte

his rynge witli his dwcrf / and the dwerf was gladde the ry-

ng was from hym /
for thenne he wift wel he fliold be knowen

And thenne whan fyr Gareth was in the fclde all folkes fa-

we hym wel / & playnly that he was in yelowe colours / & the-

15 re he raffyd of helmes & pulled doun kny3tes that kynge Ar-

thur had merueylle what kny3t he was / for the kyng fawe by

his here that it was the fame knyght

C Capitulum yyyj
Vt by fore he was in fo many colours and now he is

but in one colour that is yelowe / Now goo faid kyng
Arthur vnto dyuerfe heroudes and ryde aboute hym &

afpye what maner knyghte he is / for I haue fperyd of many

knyghtes this day that ben vpon his party /
and all faye they

knowe hym not
/
And fo an heroude rode nyhe Gareth as he cou-

de / and there he fawe wryten aboute his helme in golde /
This

25 helme is fyr gareth of Orkeney / Thenne the heroude cryed as he

were wood
/
& many heroudes with hym / This is fyre gareth

of Orkeney in the yelowe armes that by all kynges and kny-

ghtes of Arthurs beheld hym & awayted /
& thenne they pre-

ffyd al to beholde hym / & euer the heroudes cryed this is fyre

30 gareth of Orkeney kyng Lots fone / and whan fyr gareth af-

pyed that he was difcoueryd / thenne he doubled his ftrokes / &
fmote doune fyr Sagramore & his broder fir gawayn / O bro-

der faide fir gawayn I wende ye wolde not haue ftryken me
/

fo whan he herd hym fay fo he thrang here & there / & fo with gre-

35 te payne he gat out of the prees / and there he mette with his

dwerf / O boye faid fyr gareth thou haft begyled me foule this

day that thou kepte my rynge / Gyue it me anone ageyn that
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I may hyde my body with al /
and foo he tooke it hym /

And

thenne they all wift not where he was become / and fyr Gawa-

yn had in maner afpyed where fyr Gareth rode /
and thenne he

rode after with alle his myghte / that afpyed fyr Gareth and

rode lyghtely in to the foreft that fyr Gawayn wift not where 5

he was become
/
And whan fyr Gareth wyft that fyr Gawa-

yn was part / he afked the dwerf of beft counceil / Syr faid the

dwerf
/
me femeth it were beft now that ye are efcaped fro fpy-

eng that j'e fend my lady dame lyones her rynge /
It is wel

aduyfed faid fyr Gareth /
now haue it here and here it to her

/ 10

And fa>-e that I recommaunde me vnto her good grace /
and

faye her I will come whan I maye /
and I pray her to be true

and feythful to me as I wil be tc her / Syr faid the dwerf it

flial be done as ye commaunde /
and foo he rode his waye and

dyd his eraund vnto the lady /
Thenne flie faid where is my 15

knyghte fyr Gareth /
Madame faid the dwerf he bad me faye /

that he wold not be long from you / ^ And foo lyghtely the

dwerf cam ageyne vnto f}-r Gareth that wold ful fayne ha-

ue had a lodgyng /
for he had nede to be repofed /

And thenne

felle there a thonder and a rayne as heuen and erthe fhold 20

goo to gyder /
And fyr Gareth was not a lytyl wery /

for of al

that day he had but lytel reft neyther his hors nor he
/

So this

fyr Gareth rode foo longe in that foreft vnt>'l the nyghte came

And euer it lyghtned and thondred as it had ben woode

At the laft by fortune he came to a Cartel /
and there he herd 25

the waytes vpon the wallys ^ (TapitUlUm jryjij /

/^l^ Hcnne fyr Gareth rode vnto the barbycan of the caftel /

M \ and praid the porter fayr to lete hym in to the caftel /

^^y The porter anfuerd vngoodely ageyne /
and faide thow

geteft no lodgyng here
/ Fayr fyr fay not foo for I am a kny5tc 30

of kynge Arthurs /
& pray the lord or the lady of this caftel to

gyue me herberow for the loue of kynge Arthur /
Thenne the

porter wente vnto the ducheffe /
and told her how ther was a

knyghte of kyng Arthurs wold haue herberowe /
lete hym in

faid the ducheffe
/

for I wille fee that knyghte /
And for kyng 35

Arthurs fake he ftialle not be herberoules /

^ Thenne flie yode vp in to a toure ouer the gate with grectc

torche lyght / whan fir Gareth fawe that torche lyghte he cryed
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on hyhc whether tliou be lord or lady gyaunt or champyon I

take no force fo that I may haue herberowe this nyghte / & yf
hit fo be that I muft nedes fyghtc / fparc me not to morne when

I haue rcflyd me for bothe I and myn hors ben wery / Syr
5 knyghtc faid the lady thou fpckeft knyghtly and boldly / but

wete thou wcl the lord of this caftel loueth not kyng Arthur /

nor none of his court / for my lord hath euer ben ageynft hym
and therfor thou were better not to come within this caftel /

For and thou come in this nyghte / thou muft come in vnder

10 fuche fourme that where fomeuer thou mete my lord by fl;y3
or

by ftrete / thou muft yelde the to hym as pryfoner / Madame fa-

id fyre Gareth what is your lord and what is his name / fyr

my lordes name is the duke de la roufe
/ wel madame faid fyr

Gareth I flial promyfe yow in what place I mete your lord

15 I flialle yelde me vnto hym and to his good grace with that

I vnderftande he wille do me no harme
/
And yf I vnderftand

that he wille I wil releace my felf and I can with my fpe-

re and my fwerd / ye fay wel faid the duchcffe
/
and thenne fhe

lete the drawe brydge doune
/
and foo he rode in to the halle /

20 and there he alyghte / and his hors was ledde in to a ftable / &
in the halle he vnarmed hym / & faide madame I will not oute

of this holle this nyghte / And whan it is daye lyght / lete fee
/

who wil haue adoo with me / he flial fynde me redy / Thenne
was he fette vnto fouper /

and had many good dyfflies / then-

-i ne fyr Gareth lyft wel to ete / and knyghtely he ete his mete /

and egerly / there was many a fair lady by hym /
& fome faid

they neuer fawe a goodlyer man nor fo wel of etynge / then-

ne they made hym paffyng good chere / & fliortly whan he had

fouped his bedde was made there fo he refted hym al nyghte /

30 And on the morne he herd maffe & brake his faft & toke his le-

ue at the ducheffe / & at them al
/
& thanked her goodely of her

lodgyng & of his good chere
/
& thenne flie alked gym his na-

me / Madame he faide truly my name is Gareth of Orkeney / &
fome men calle me Beaumayns / thcne knewe fhe wel it was

35 the fame kny3t that fou3t for dame lyones / fo fir gareth depar-

ted & rode vp in to a montayne / & thcr mette hym a knyghte /

his name was fyr Bendelayne and fayd to fyr Gareth thou

flialt not paffe this way / for outher thou flialt lufte with me or
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cls be my pryfoner / Thenme willc I lufte faid fyr Gareth /

And foo they lete their horfes rennc / and there fyr Gareth fmo-

te hym thorou oute the body / and fyr Bendalyne rode forth to

his cartel there befyde and there dyed / So fyr gareth wold ha-

ue refted hym /
and he cam rydynge to Bendalaynis caftel / 5

Thenne his knyghtes and feruauntes afpyed that it was he

that had flayne their lord / Thenne they armed xx good men

and cam out and affailled fyr gareth / and foo he had no fpe-

re but his fvverd /
and put his flielde afore hym / and there they

brake their fperes vpon hym /
and they affailled hem paffyng- lo

ly fore / But euer fyr gareth deffended hym as a knyghtSC Capitulum yyyiij
Oo whan they fawe that they myghte not ouercomc

h}'m / they rode from hym /
and took their counceylie to

flee his hors
/
and foo they cam in vpon fyr gareth / and with

fperes they flewe his hors / and thenne they affailled hym hard 15

But whan he was on foote / there was none that he raughte
but he gaf him fuche a buffet that he dyd neuer recouer / So he

flewe hem by one and one t}-l they were but foure / and there

they fledde / and fire gareth took a good hors that was one of

theirs and rode his waye / Thenne he rode a grete paas til that 20

he came to a caftel and there he herd moche mornynge of lady-

es and gentylwymmen / fo ther cam by hym a page / what noy-
fe is this faid fyr gareth that I here within this caftel / Syre

knyghte faid the page here ben within this caftel thyrtty lady-

es and alle they be wydowes /
For here is a knyght that way- 25

tcth dayly vpon this caftel / and his name is the broun kn-

yght withoute pyte /
and he is the perylloufl knyght that now

lyueth / And therfor fir faid the page I rede you flee / Nay fa-

id fir gareth I wille not flee though thou be aferd of hym /

And thenne the page fawe where came the broune knyghte / loo 30

faid the page yonder he comcth
/

lete me dele with hym faid fyre

gareth /
And whan eyther of other had a fyghte they lete the-

yr horfes renne
/ and the broune knyghte brake his fpere and

fir gareth fmote hym thorou oute the body that he ouerthrewe

hym to the ground ftark dcde
/
So fir gareth rode in to the caftel 35

& praid the ladyes p^ he my5t repofe hym /
alias faid the ladyes

ye may not be lodged here
/
make hym good chere faid the page
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for this knyghte liath flayne your enemy / thenne they al ma-
de hym good chare as laye in their power / But wete ye wel

they maade hym good chere for they myghte none othenvyfe
doo for they were but poure / And fo on the morne he wente to

5 maffe / and there he fawe the thyrtty ladyes knele
/ and lay gro-

uelyng vpon dyuerfe tombes makynge grete dole and forowe /
Thenne fyr Gareth wyfl; wel that in the tombes lay theire lor-

des
/ Fayre ladyes faid fyr Gareth ye muft at the next feefle

of Pentecoft be at the court of kynge Arthur / and faye that I

10 fyr Gareth fente you thyder / we flial doo this faid the ladyes
Soo he departed / and by fortune he came to a mountayne / &
there he found a goodely knj-ght that badde hym abyde fyr kn-

yghte and lufte with me / what are ye faid fyr Gareth / My na-
me is faid he the duke de la rowfe

/ A fyr ye ar the fame kn-

15 yghte that I lodged ones in your Cartel
/ And there I ma-

de promyfe vnto your lady that I ihoid yelde me vnto yow
A faid the duke arte thou that proud knyghte that profereft
to fyghtc with my knyghtes / therfore make the redy for I wil

haue adoo with you / Soo they lete their horfes renne / and ther

20 fyr Gareth fmote the duke doune from his hors
/ But the du-

ke lyghtly auoyded his hors
/ and dreffid his flielde and dre-

we his fwerd
/ and bad fyr Gareth alyghte and fyghte with

hym / Soo he dyd alyghte / and they dyd grete batail to gy-
ders more than an houre

/ and eyther hurte other ful fore / Att

25 the laft fir Gareth gat the duke to the erthe / and wold haue

flayn hym / and thenne he yelded hym to hym / Thenne muft ye
goo faid fir Gareth vnto fyr Arthur my lord at the next feell

and faye that I fir Gareth of Orkeney fente you vnto hym / hit

fhal be done faid the duke
/
and I wil doo to yow homage and

30 feaute with an C kny3tes with me
/ and alle the dayes of my

lyf to doo j'ou feruyfe where ye wille commaunde me /

S
C CapitiUum yyiiij

Oo the duke departed / and fir Gareth ftode there alone
and there he fawe an armed knyght comyng toward

hym / Thenne fyre Gareth toke the dukes flielde
/ and
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mounted vpon horfbak /
and foo vvithoute bydyng they ranne

to gyder as it had ben the thonder
/
And there that kny5t hurt

fyr Gareth vnder the fyde with his fpere /
And thenne they a-

lyghte /
and drewe their fvverdes /

and gafe grete ftrokes that

the blood trayled to the ground / And foo they foughte two 5

houres / At the laft there came the damoyfel Lynet that fomme

men calle the damoyfel faucage /
and flie came rydynge vpon

an ambelynge meule /
and there flie cryed al on hyghe / fyr Ga-

wayne fyr Gawayne leue thy fyghtynge with thy broder fyre

Gareth /
And whan he herd her faye foo he threwe aweye hys 10

flielde and his fwerd
/
and ranne to fyre Gareth

/
and tooke

hym in his armes
/
and fythen kneled doune and afked hym

mercy /
What are ye faid fyr Gareth that ryght now were foo

ftronge and foo myghty / and now fo fodenly yelde you to me

O Gareth I am your broder fyr Gawayn that for youre fake 15

haue had grete forou and labour
/
Thenne fyr Gareth vnlaced

his helme /
and knelyd doune to hym /

and afked hym mercy /

thenne they rofe both and enbraced eyther other in their armes

and wepte a grete whyle or they myghte fpeke / and eyther of

hem gaf other the pryce of the bataille /
And there were many 20

kynde wordes bitwene hem
/

Alias my faire broder faid fir ga-

wayn perde I owe of ryghte to worfhippe you /
and ye were

not my broder
/

for ye haue worfliipped kyng Arthur and all

his courte /
for ye haue fente me mo worfliipful knyghtes this

twelue moneth than fyxe the beft of the round table haue do- 25

ne excepte fir Launcelot
/
Thenne cam the damoyfel faueage that

was the lady Lynet that rode with fir gareth foo longe /
and

there fhe dyd ftaunche fir gareths woundes
/
and fir gawayns

Now what wille ye doo faid the damoyfel faueage / me femeth

that it were wel do y Arthur had wetyng of you both for yo- 30

ur horfes are foo bryfed that they may not bere / Now faire da-

moyfel faid fyr Gawayne /
I praye you ryde vnto my lord myn

vnkel kynge Arthur /
and telle hym what aduenture is to me

betyd here / and I fuppofe he wille not tary long / Thenne flie

tooke her meule and lyghtly flie came to kynge Arthur
/ that 35

was but two myle thens / And whan flie had told hym tyd>-n-

ges the kynge bad gete hym a palfroy / ^ And whan he was

vpon his bak he badde the lordes and ladyes come after who
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tliat wold / and there was fadelyrg and brydclyng of quencs

horfes and prynccs horfes / & wcl was hym that fooneft myght
be rcdy / Soo whan the kyngc came there as they were he fawe

fyr Gawayn and fyr Gareth fytte vpon a lytel hylle fyde / &
5 thenne the kynge auoyded his hors

/
And whanne he cam ny-

ghe fyre Gareth / he wold haue fpokcn but he myghte not / and

therwith he fanke doune in a fwounc for gladneffe / and foo

they ftarte vnto theyr vnkyl / and requyred hym of his good

grace to be of good comforte / VVete ye wcl the kyng made gre-

10 te ioye and many a pyteous complaynte he made to fyr Ga-

reth /
And euer he wepte as he had ben a chyld / With that cam

his moder the quene of Orkeney dame Morgan fe / And v/han

file fawe fyr Gareth redely in the vyfage flie myghte not wepe
but fodenly felle doun in a fwoune

/
and lay there a grete why-

15 le lyke as fhe had ben dede / And thenne fyr Gareth recomfor-

ted his moder in fuche wyfe that flie recouerd and made good
chere

/
Thenne the kynge commaunded that al maner of knygh-

tes that were vnder his obeiffaunce fliold make their lodgyng

rj'ght there for the loue of his neuewes / And foo it was do-

20 ne and al manere of purueaunce purueyd that ther lacked

nothyng that mj-ghte be goten of tame nor wylde for gold or

fyluer / And thenne by the meanes of the damoyfel Saueage

fyr Gawayne and fyr Gareth were heled of their woundes
/

and there they foiourned eyght dayes / Thenne faid kyng Ar-

25 thur vnto the damoyfel faueage I merueylle that your fyfter

Dame Lyones cometh not here to mc / and in cfpccj'al that flic

cometh not to vyfyte her knj'ghte my neuewe fyre Gareth that

hath had foo moche trauaille for her loue / My lord faid the da-

moyfel Lynet ye muft of your good grace hold her excufed
/

30 For file knoweth not that my lord fyr Gareth is here
/
Go thc-

ne for her faid kyngc Arthur that we may be apoynted what

is beft to done accordyng to the plefyr of my neuewe / Syr fa-

id the damoyfel that flial be done / and foo flie rode vnto her fyf-

tcr / And as lyghtely as flie myght made her rcdy & flic cam

35 on the morne with her brodcr fyr Gryngamor / and with her

xl knyitcs /
And fo whan flic was come flie had alle the che-

re that myghte be done bothe of the kynge and of many other

kynges and quenes
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mNd amonge alle thcfc ladyes (he was named the fay-

rcll and pyereles /
Thenne whanne fyr Gawayn fawe

her / there was many a goodely loke and goodely wordes that

alle men of worfliip had ioye to beholdc them / Thenne cam ky-

nge Arthur and many other kynges and dame Gweneuer & 5

the quene of Orkcney /
And there the kyng afl-ced his neuew

fyre Gareth whether he wold hauc that lady as peramour or

to haue her to his wyf / My lord wete yow wel that I loue

her aboue al ladyes lyuynge /
Now fayre lady faid kyng Ar-

thur what fay ye /
Mooft noble kynge faid dame Lyones wete lo

yow wel that my lord fyr Gareth is to me more leuer to haue

and wclde as my hufljand than ony kyng or prynce that is

cryftened /
and yf I maye not hauc hym I promyfe yow I

wylle neuer hauc none / For my lord Arthur fayd dame Ly-

ones wete ye wel he is my fyrll: loue and he Ihal be the lafte /
ii

And yf ye wil fuffrc hym to haue iiis wyl and free choyfe I

dare faye he wylle hauc me / That is trouthe faid fyr Gareth /

And I haue not you and weld not you as my wyf /
there

fhal neuer lady ne gcntylwoman reioyce me / What neuewe

faid the kynge is the wynde in that dore
/

for wete ye wel I 20

wold not for the ftynte of my croune to be caufar to withdra-

we your hertes / And wete ye wel ye con not loue fo wel but

I flial rather encreace hit than dyftrcffe hit / And alfo ye (hal

haue my loue and my lordfliip in the vttermeft wyfe that may

lye in my power /
And in the fame wyfe faid fir Gareths mo- 25

der / thenne there was made a prouyfyon for the day of mary-

ge /
and by the kynges aduyfe it was prouyded that it fliold

be at Mychelmas folowyng at kynkcnadon by the fee fyde / for

ther is plentyful countrey /
And foo it was cryed in al the

places thurgh the royamme /
And thenne fyr Gareth fent his 30

fomones to alle thefe knyghtes and ladyes that he had won-

nen in batail to fore that they fliold be at his day of maryage

at kynkenadon by the fandys /
And thenne dame Lyones and

the damoyfel Lynct with fyr Gryngamor rode to theire caftel /

and a goodely and a ryche rynge flie gaf to fyr Gareth /
and 35

he gaf her another
/
And kyng Arthur gaf her a ryche bee of
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gold / and foo Ihe departed / and kyng Arthur and his felau-

fliip rode toward Kynkcnadon /
and fyr Gareth broughte his

lady on the way /
& fo cam to the kyng ageyne and rode with

hyin / Lord the grete chcre that fyr launcelot made of fir Gareth

5 and he of hym /
for there was neuer no knyght that fyr gareth

loued fo wel as he dyd fyr Launcelot
/
and euer for the moft

party he wold be in fyr launcelots company / for after fyr Ga-

rctli had afpycd fir Gavvayns condycions he withdrewe hym
felf fro his broder fyr Gawayns felaufhip /

for he was venge-

10 able
/

and where he hated he wold be auengyd with murther

and that hated fyr gareth

C Capitulum yyyvj

m A A r>^
j-jit drcwe fafle to Mychelmas / and thyder came

^^^7 dame Lyones the lady of the caftel peryllous and her

fyfter dame Lynet wilh fyre gryngamor her broder with hem /

ij For he had the conduyte of thefe ladyes /
And there they were

lodged at the deuyfe of kyng Arthur / And vpon mychelmas

day the Bifihop of Caunterbury made the weddyng betwixe

fyr gareth and the lady Lyones with grete folempnyte / and

kyng Arthur made gaherys to wedde the damoyfel faueage /

20 that was dame Lynet /
and kyng Arthur made fyr Agraua-

yne to wedde dame Lyones nees a fayr lady /
her name was

dame Laurel / And fo whan this folemnacion was done / then-

ne came in the grene knyghte fyr Pertylope with thyrtty kn-

yghtes /
and there he dyd homage and feaute to fyr gareth and

25 thefe knyghtes to hold of hym for euermore
/

Alfo fir Pertilo-

pe faid I pray you that at this feeft I maye be your cham-

berlayne / with a good wil faid fyr gareth / fyth it lyketh you
to take foo fymple on offyce /

Thenne come in the reed knyghte
with thre fcore knyghtes with hym / and dyde to fyr Gareth

30 homage and feaute /
and alle tho knyghtes to hold of hym

for euermore /
And thenne this fyr Perymonyes praide fir ga-

reth to graunte hym to be his chyef bottelcr at that hyghe feeft

I wil wel faide fir gareth that ye haue this offyce and it we-

re better /
Thenne came in fyr Perfant of Inde with an C kn-

35 yghtes with hym /
and there he dyd homage and feaute / and
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al his knyghtes fliold doo hyni feruyfe /
and hold their lon-

des of hym for euer /
and there he prayd fyr Gareth to make

hyin his Scwar chyef at the feeft
/

I wil wel faid fyr Ga-

reth that ye haue it & it were better / Thenne cam the dukde la

rowfe with an C knyghtes with hym /
and there he dyd ho- 5

mage and feaute to fyr Gareth / and foo to hold theire londes

of hym for euer
/
And he requyred fyr Gareth that he myght

ferue hym of the wyn that day at that feeft / I wil wel fayd

fyr Gareth and it were better /
Thenne came in the reed kny^tc

of the reed laundes that was fyr Ironfyde / and he broughte 10

with hym thre honderd knyghtes /
and there he dyd homage &

feaute / and al thefe knyghtes to hold their landes of hym for

euer / And thenne he afked fyr Gareth to be his keruer / I

will wel faid fyr Gareth and it pleafe you / Thenne came in to

the courte thyrtty ladyes /
and alle they femed wydowes /

and 15

tho thyrtty ladyes broughte with hem many fayre gentylwy-
mmen

/ And alle they kneled doune at ones vnto kyng arthur

and vnto fyr Gareth / and there al tho ladyes told the kyng
how fyr Gareth delyuerd hem from the dolorous toure / and fle-

we the broune knyght withoute pyte / And therfore we and :o

oure heyrcs for euermore wille doo homage vnto fyr Gareth of

Orkeney /
So thenne the kynges and queues / prynces & erlys

Barons and many bold knyghtes wente vnto mete
/
& well

maye ye wete there were al manere of mete plentyuoufly / alle

manere rules and games with al manere of mynftralfy that 25

was vfed in tho dayes / ^ Alfo ther was grete lufles thre da-

yes / But the kynge wold not fuffre fyre Gareth to lufte by
caufe of his newe bryde /

for as the frenfflie book fayth that da-

me Lyones defyred of the kynge that none that were wedded

Ihold lufte at that feeft / Soo the fyrfl day there lufted fir la- 3°

merak do galys /
for he ouerthrewe thyrtty knyghtes / & did paf-

fyng merueilloufly dedes of armes / and thenne kyng Arthur

made fyr Perfaunt and his two bretheren knyghtes of the ro-

und table to their lyues ende
/
and gaf hem grete londes / Alfo

the fecond daye there lufted Tryftram belt / and he ouerthrew 35

fourty knyghtes / and dyd there merueillous dedes of armes

And there kynge Arthur made Ironfyde that was the reed

knyghte of the reed laundes a knyghte of the table round to
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his lyucs cndc / and gaf hym grctc landcs / The thyrd day there

lufted fyr launcclot du lake / and he ouerthrevve fyfty knygh-
tcs and dyd many merueyllous dedes of arnnes that all men
wondred on hym / And there kyngc Arthur made the duke de

S la roufe a knyghte of the round table to his lyues ende
/
and

gaf hym grcte landes to fpende / But whan this luftes were

done / fyr Lamerak and fyr Tryftram departed fodenly / & wold

not be knowm / for the whiche kyng Arthur and all the court

were fore difpleafyd / And foo they helde the courte fourty da-

10 yes with grete folempnyte / And this fyr Gareth was a no-

ble knyghte and a wel rulyd and fayr langaged

fl "Cljus cu&ctb tbis tale of t'sv ©arctb of ©rfiency tbat \vc&*

be& &ainc Xyoncs of tbc caftcl pcrvUous / 2ln& alfo fin* 6abc«

vss \vcC>&c& bcr fvftci' &anic XiMict / tbat was callcb tbe 5amo=

l^fel faueaoc / HnCi fsr Borauaiine \vct)&eb &amc Xaurcl a fa*

in* labs anb orcte anb iniiobts laiibcs wltb ovete rgcbeffe

oaf witb tbem I?Y>no Hrtbuv tbat niall\> tbci^ m^iobt l^ue tgl

tbeiu lv?ues cube

1F3cre folowctb tbc vii] booft tbc wbicb is tbc fi'vft bQo]\ of fiu

XTriftram iic Xvioncs / & who was bis fabci* & bis inobci- / & bou

be was borne aiib fofteiTb / Biib bow be was mabe hnsGbte
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C Capitulum primum

It was a kyng that hyghte Melyodas / and he

was lord and kynge of the countre of Lyonas
And this Melyodas was a lykely knyght as

ony was that tyme lyuynge / And by fortune

he wedded kynge Markys fyfter of Cornewaille / And flie 5

was called Elyzabeth that was callyd bothe good and fair

And at that tyme kynge Arthur regned /
and he was hole

kynge of Englond / walys and Scotland & of many other

royammes how be it there were many kyngcs that were lordes

of many countreyes / but alle they held their landes of kyng ,0

Arthur / for in walys were two kyi'.ges /
and in the north we-

re many kynges / And in Cornewail and in the weft were

two kynges / ^ Alfo in Irland were two or thre kynges
and al were vnder the obeiffaunce of kyng Arthur / So was

the kynge of Fraunce and the kyng of Bretayn and all the 15

lordfhippes vnto Rome / So whan this kyng I\Ielyodas hadde

ben with his wyf / within a whyle flie waxid grete with child

and fhe was a ful meke lady /
and wel fhe loued her lord

j
&

he her ageyne /
foo there was grete ioye betwixe them

/ Thcnne

ther was a lady in that countrey that had loued kynge Me- 20

lyodas longe / And by no meane flic neuer coude gete his loue

therfore Hie lete ordcyne vpon a day as kynge Melyodas rode

on huntynge / for he was a grete chacer / and there by an en-

chauntement fhe made hym chace an herte by hym felf alone
/ til

that he came to an old Caflel / and there anone he was taken 25

pryfoner by the lady that hym loued / Whanne Elyzabeth kyng

Melyodas myft her lord / and fhe was nyghe oute of her wytte
and alfo as grete with child as flie was fhe took a gentyhvo-

man with her / and rannc in to the foreft to feke her lord
/

And whanne flie was ferre in the foreft fhe myghte no ferther 30

for fhe byganne to trauaille fafl of her child
/ And fhe had ma-

ny grymly throwes
/
her gentylwoman halp her alle that flie

myghte /
And foo by myracle of oure lady of heuen flie was

delyuerd with grete paynes /
But flie had taken fuche cold for

the defaute of helpe that depe draughtes of deth tokc her / that 35

nedes flic mufl dye and departe oute of this world / ther was
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none other boote /
And whannc this queue Elyzabeth fawc

that ther was none other bote / thenne fhc made grete dole
/
and

faid vnto her gentylwoman /
whan ye fee my lord kyng Me-

lyodas recommaunde me vnto hym / and telle hym what pay-

5 nes I endure here for gis loue /
and how I muft dye here for

his fake for defaute of good helpe /
and lete hym wete that I

am ful fory to departe out of this world fro hym / therfor pray

hym to be frende to my foule
/
Now lete me fee my lytel child /

for whome I haue had alle this forowe / And whanne fhe fa-

10 we hym flie faid thus /
A my lytel fone thou haft murthered

thy moder /
and therfore I fuppofe thou that arte a murtherer

foo yong /
thou arte ful lykeiy to be a manly man in thyn age /

And by caufe I flial dye of the byrthe of the / I charge the

gentylwoman / that thou pray my lord kynge Melyodas tha^

15 whan he is cryftned lete calle hym Tryftram that is as moch

to faye /
as a forouful byrthe /

And thcr with this quene gafe

vp the ghooft and dyed / Thenne the gentylwoman leyd her

vnder an vmbre of a grete tree / and thenne flie lapped the ch-

yld as wel as flie myght for cold
/ Ryghte foo ther came the

20 Barons folowynge after the quene / ^ And whan they fawe

that flie was dede
/
and vnderftood none other but the kynge

was deftroyed /

C Capitulum fccunbum

/ I Henne certayne of them wold haue llayne the child /

^^1^ by caufe they wold haue ben lordes of the countrey of

25 Lyonas / But thenne thorou the faire fpeche of the gentylwo-

man / and by the meanes that fhe made / the mooft party of the

Barons wold not affente ther to / And thenne they lete cary

home the dede quene /
and moche dole was made for her / Thenne

this mcane whyle Merlyn delyuerd kynge Melyodas out of

30 pryfon on the morne after his quene was dede
/
And fo when

the kynge was come home
/ the mooft party of the barons ma-

de grete ioye /
But the forou that the kyng made for his quene

that myghte no tong telle

Soo thenne the kynge lete entere her rychely and after he le-

ss te cryflene his child as his wyf had commaunded afore her
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detli
/ And thenne he lete calle hym Tryftram the forouful bo-

rne child
/ ^ Thenne the kynge Melyodas endured feuen ye-

res withoute a wyf / And allc this tyme Tryftram was nou-

ryffhcd wel
/ ^ Thenne hit befelle that kynge Melyodas

wedded kynge Howies doughter of Bretayne / and anone 5

file hadde children of kynge Melyodas / thenne was (lie heuy
and wrothe / that her children fliold not reioycc the Countrey
of Lyones / wherfor this quene ordeyned for to poyfone yong
Triftram / So flie lete poyfon be put in a pyece of fyluer in the

chamber where as Tryftram and her children were to gyders /
lo

Vnto that entente that whanne Tryftram were thurfty he flio-

ld drynke that drynke / And fo hit felle vpon a daye the que-
nes fone as he was in that chamber

/ afpyed the pyece with

poyfon /
and he wende hit hadde ben good drynke / and by ca-

ufe the child was thurfty he tooke the pyece with poyfon and i5

dranke frely / and there with al fodenly the child braft & was
dede

/ whanne the quene Melyodas wylt of the dethe of her fone

wete ye wel that flie was heuy / But yet the kyng vnderfto-

de no tliynge of her treafon / ^ Not withftandynge the quene
wold not leue this

/ but efte flie lete ordeyne more poyfon / and i'

putte hit in a pyece / And by fortune kyng Melyodas her huf-

band fond the pyece with wyn where was the poyfon / and he

that was moche thurfty took the pyece for to drynke ther oute

And as he wold hauc dronken therof
/

the Quene afpyed

hym /
and thenne llie ranne vnto hym / and pulled the pyece -5

from hym fodenly ^ The kyng merueilled why
fhe dyd foo / and remembryd hym how her fone was fodenly

flayne with poyfon / And thenne he took her by the hand and

fayd / thou fals traitreffe thou fhalte telle me what manere of

dtynke this is / or els I fhalle flee the / And ther with he pul- 30

led oute his fwerd
/ and fware a grete othe that he fliold flee

her /
but yf flie told h)'m trouthe

/
A mercy my lord fayd flie /

and I flialle telle you alle
/
And thenne flie told hym why

flic wold haue flayne Tryfliram / by caufe her chyldren fliold

reioyce his land
/ wel faid the kyng Melyodas / and therfor flial 35

ye haue the lawe / And foo flie was dampned by the affente

of the Barons to be brent / and thenne was ther made a grete

fyre /
& ryght as flie was at the fyre to take her cxecucion / yong
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Tryltram knelyd afore kynge Melyodas /
and befought hym

to gyuc hym a bone
/

I wyllc wel faid the kynge ageyne /

^ Thcnnc faide yongc Tryftram gyue me the lyf of thy que-

nc my Itepmodcr / That is vnryghtfully afl^ed faid kyng Me-

5 lyodas / for thou oughte of r>'ght to hate her / for flie wold ha-

ue flayne the with that poyfon and flie myghte haue hadde her

w'lle
/
And for thy fake mooft is my caufe that flie fliolde dye

Syr faide Tryftram as for that I byfeche you of your mercy

that ye wllle forgyue hit her / And as for my parte god forgy-

10 ue it her and I doo
/
and foo moche it lyked your hyhenes to

graunte me my bone /
for goddes loue I requyre you hold yo-

ur promyfe / Sythen hit is foo faid the kynge I wille that ye

haue her lyf / thenne faid the kynge I gyue her to you / and go

ye to the fyre and take her / and doo with her what ye wylle /

15 Soo fyre Tryftram wente to the fyre / and by the commaunde-

ment of the kyng delyuerd her from the dethe / But after that

kynge Melyodas wold neuer haue adoo with her as at bedde

and borde /
But by the good meanes of yong Tryftram he ma-

de the kynge and her accorded
/ But thenne the kynge wold

20 not fuffre yongc Tryftram to abyde no lenger in his courte

C (Tapitulum iij

HNd
thenne he lete ordeyne a gentylman that was wel

lerned and taughte /
his name was gouernayle / and

thenne he fente yonge Tryftram with Gouernayle in

to Fraunce to lerne the langage / and nurture / and dedes of

~S armes / And there was Tryftram more than feuen yeres /

^ And thenne whanne he wel couthe fpeke the langage and

hadde lerned alle that he myght lerne in that countreyes / then-

ne he came home to his fader kynge Melyodas ageyne / and fo

Tryftram lerned to be an harper paffynge alle other that there

30 was none fuche called in no countrey / and foo in harpynge &
on Inftrumentys of mufyke he applyed hym in his yongthe
for to lerne

/ And after as he growed in myght and ftrengthe

he laboured euer in huntynge and in haukynge foo that neuer
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gcntylman more that euer we herd rede of / ^ And as the

book fayth / he beganne good mefures of blowyng of beefles of

venery and beeftes of chace / and alle manere of vermayns /

and alle thefe termes we haue yet of haukyng and huntyng
And therfore the book of venery / of haukynge and hunty- 5

nge is called the book of fyr Tryftram / Wherfor as me femeth

alle gentylmen that beren old armes oughte of ryght to ho-

noure fyre Tryftram for the goodly termes that gentilmen ha-

ue and vfe
/ and flialle to the daye of dome

/
that there by in a

maner alle men of worfliip maye diffeuer a gentylman fro a 10

yoman / and from a yoman a vylayne / I'or he that gentyl is

wylle drawe hym vnto gentil tatches
/
and to folowe the cuf-

tommes of noble gentylmen ^ Thus fyr Tryftram
endured in Cornewaile vntyl he was bj'gge /

and ftronge / of

the age of xviij yeres /
And thenne the kynge Melyodas had ?

grete ioye of fyr Tryftram / and foo had the quene his wyfe /

For euer after in her lyf by caufe f\Te Tryftram faued her

from the f)'re llie dyd neuer hate hym more after / but loued

hym euer after
/
and gaf Tryftram many grete yeftes for eue-

ry eftatc loued hym / where that he wente 20

C Capitulum quattum

^^^^ Henne it befelle that kynge Anguyfflne of Irland /

/ I fente vnto kynge Marke of Cornewaile for his tru-

^^J^ age that Cornewaile had payed many wynters /
And

alle that tymc kynge Marke was behynde of the truagc for fe-

uen yeres / And kyng Marke and his Barons gaf vnto the ^'^

meffager of Irland thcfe wordes and anfucre that they wo-

ld none paye / and bad the meffagyer goo vnto his Kynge
Anguyffhe / and telle hym we wille paye hym no truage / but

telle youre lord / and he wille alweyes haue truagc of vs of

Cornewaile
/ bydde hym fcnde a trufty knyghtc of his land

/ 3°

that wille fyghte for his rj'ght /
and we fliallc fynde another

for to defende oure ryght / With this anfuer the meffagers de-

parted in to Irland
/ ^ And whannc kynge Anguyfli vn-

derftood the anfuere of the meffagers /
he was wonderly wroth
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And thcnne he callyd vnto hym fyr Marhaus the good kn-

yght that was nobly preued /
and a knyghte of the table ro-

und / And this Marhaus was brodcr vnto the quene of Ir-

land
/ ^ Thenne the kynge fayd thus / Fayre broder fir Mar-

5 haus I praye yow goo in to Cornewaile for my fake and do

bataille for our truage that of ryght we oughte to haue /
and

what fomeuer ye fpende ye fhalle haue fuffyciently more than

yc flial nede
/ Syre faidc Marhaus wete ye wel that I flialle

not be lothe to doo bataille in the ryght of you and your land

10 with the bcft knyght of the table rounde
/

for I knowe them

for the mooft party what ben theire dcdes / and for to auaunce

my dedcs and to encreace my worfliip I wylle ryght gladly

goo vnto this iourneye for our ryghte

^ Soo in alle hafte there was made purueaunce for fyr mar-

is haus / and he hadde al thynge that to hym neded
/
and foo he de-

parted out of Irland
/

and arryued vp in Cornewaile euen

faft by the caftel of Tyntagil / And whan kynge Marke vn-

derftood that he was there arryued to fyghte for Irland /

^ Thenne made kynge marke grete forou whan he vnderftood

20 that the good and noble knyghte fire Marhaus was come
/

For they knewe no knyght that durfte haue adoo with hym /

For at that tyme fyre Marhaus was called one of the famo-

feft and renoumed knyghtcs of the world

^ And thus fyre Marhaus abode in the fee / and euery daye

25 he fente vnto kynge Marke for to paye the truage that was

behynde of feuen yere /
outher els to fynde a knyght to fyghte

with hym for the truage /
This maner of meffage fyre Mar-

haus fente dayly vnto kynge Marke / ^ Thenne they of

Cornewayle lete make cryes in euery place that what knyght

30 wold fyghte for to faue the truage of Cornewaile he fliolde

be rewarded foo that he fholde fare the better terme of hys

lyf / ^ Thenne fome of the Barons fayde to kynge
Marke / and counceiled hym to fende to the courte of K}'nge

Arthur for to feke fyre Launcelot du lake that was that ty-

35 me named for the merueillouft Knyght of alle the worlde
/

^ Thenne there were fomme other Barons that counceylled

the Kynge not to doo foo & faid that it was laboure in vayn /
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by caufe fyr Marhaus was a knyght of the round table /
ther-

for ony of hem will be loth to haue adoo with other /
but yf hit

were ony knyght at his owne requefi: wold fyghte dyfguyfed

and vnknowen / Soo the kynge and alle his barons affented

that it was no bote to fcke ony knyght of the round table / 5

^ This meane whyle came the langage and the noyfe vnto

kynge Meliodas hou that fire Marhaus abode bataille fafte by

Tyntagil /
And how kyng Marke couthe fynde no maner kn-

yghte to fyghte for hym /
Whan yong Tryftram herd of thys /

he was wrothe and fore afliamed that ther durft no knyghte lo

Cornewaile haue adoo with fyr Marhaus of Irlnnd
/m

C Capitulum quintum

/^pBl^Here with al Tryltram wcnte vnto his fader Kynge
d \ Meliodas and afl-ced hym counceil what was beft to

^^j^ doo for to recouer Cornewaile from truagc /
For as

me femeth faid fir Triftram it were fliame that fyr Marhaus 15

the queues broder of Irland fliold goo aweye onles that he

were foughten with alle ^ As for that faid kyng

Meliodas wete you wel fone Triftram that fyre Marhaus is

called one of the beft knyghtes of the world and knyghte of

the table round / And therfore I knowe no knyghte in this 20

countre that is able to matche with hym / ^ Alias faide fyre

Triftram that I am not made knyght /
And yf fir Marhaus

fliold thus departe in to Irland / god lete me neuer haue wor-

fhip and I were made knyght I fliold matche hym /

And fyr faid Tryftram I pray you gyue me leue to ryde to 25

kynge Mark /
and foo ye be not difplcafyd /

of kynge Marke

wille I be made Knyght / I wille wel faide kyng Meliodas

that ye be ruled as your courage wille rule you

^ Thenne fir Tryftram thanked his fader moche /
And thenne

he made hym redy to ryde in to Cornewaile / ^ In the meane 3°

whyle there came a meffager with letters of loue fro kynge

Faramon of Fraunces doughter vnto fyre Tryftram that we-

re ful pyteous letters & in them were wryten many compla-

yntes of loue
/
but fyre Triftram had no loye of her letters nor
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regard vnto her / Alfo flie fentc hym a lytcl brachct that was

paffynge fayre / But whan the kynges doughter vnderftood

that fyre Tryftram wold not loue her / as the book fayth / flie

dyed for forou / ^ And thcnne the fame fquyer that broughte

5 the letter and the brachet came ageyne vnto fyr Tryftram /
as

after ye flialle here in the tale ^ Soo this yonge

fyre Tryftram rode vnto his erne kynge Marke of Cornewa-

yle / ^ And whanne he came there / he herd fay that ther wold

no knyghte fyghte with fyre Marhaus /
Thenne yede fir Trif-

10 tram vnto his erne and fayd / fyre yf ye wylle gyue me thor-

dre of knyghthode /
I wille doo bataille with fyr Marhaus /

What are ye faid the kynge and from whens be ye comen
/

Sir

faid Tryftram I come fro kynge Melyodas that wedded yo-

ur fyfter and a gentylman wete ye wel I am

15 ^ Kynge Marke behelde fir Tryftram and fawe that he was

but a yonge man of age /
but he was paffyngly wel maade

and bygge / tfl Faire fyre faid the kynge what is youre name

and where were ye borne
/ Syre fayd he ageyne / my name is

Tryftram /
and in the countreye of Lyones was I borne

/

20 Ye faye wel faid the kynge /
and yf ye wille doo this batayll

I flialle make yow knyghte / Therfore I come to you fayd

fyre Trj-ftram and for none other caufe

^ But thenne kynge Marke made hym knyghte /
And there

with al anone as he had made hym knyght he fente a meffa-

25 ger vnto fyre Marhaus with letters that faid / that he hadde

fonde a yonge knyghte redy for to take the bataile to the vtter-

meft / hit may wel be faid fyre Marhaus / ^ But telle kynge
Marke I wille not fyghte with no knyghte but he be of bl-

ood royal /
that is to faye outher kynges fone outher quenes

30 fone borne of a prynce or prynceffe /

^ Whanne Kynge Marke vnderftood that / he fente for fyre

Tryftram de lyones and tolde hym what was the anfuer of

fyr Marhaus
/ ^ Thenne fayd fyre Tryftram fythen that he fe-

yth foo
/

lete hym wete that I am comen of fader fyde and mo-

35 der fyde of as noble blood as he is
/ ^ For fyre now fhalle ye

knowe that I am kynge Melyodas fone borne of youre own

fyfter dame Elyzabeth that dj'ed in the forefl in the byrthe of

me / O Ihefu faid kynge Mark ye are welcome faire neuewe
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to me / ^ Thenne in alle the hafte the kynge lete horfe fyr Trif-

tram and arme hym in the beft maner that myghte be had or

goten for gold or fyluer / ^ And thenne kynge Marke fente

vnto fir Marhaus /
and dyd hym to vvete that a better born ma

than he was hym felf fhold fyghte with hym / and his name 5

is fir Tryftram de lyonas goten of kynge Melyodas / and bo-

rne of kynge Markes fyfter /
Thenne was fir Marhaus glad

and blythe that he fhold fyghte with fuche a gentylman /
and

foo by the affente of kynge Mark and of fyr Marhaus they

lete ordeyne that they fhold fyghte within an Hand nyghe 10

fyr Marhaus fhyppes /
and foo was fyr Tryflram putte in to

a veffel both his hors and he and all that to hym longed bo-

the for his body and for his hors
/ Syre Tryftram lacked no

thynge /
And whan kynge Marke and his Barons of Cor-

newaile beheld how yonge fyr Tryftram departed with fuche 15

a caryage to fyghte for the ryghte of Cornewaile /
there was

neyther man ne woman of worftiip but they wepte to fee and

vnderftande foo yonge a knyght to leoparde hym felf for their

ryghte /

C Capitulum fcytum

SOo
to fliorten this tale whan fyr Tryftram was arry- 20

ued within the Hand
/
he loked to the ferther fyde /

&
there he fawe at an anker fyxe fliippes nyghe to the land / and

vnder the fliadowe of the fliippes vpon the land
/
there houed

the noble knyghte fyr Marhaus of Irland
/
Thenne fyr Tryf-

tram commaunded his feruaunt gouernail to brynge his hors 25

to the land and dreffe his harneis at al manere of ryghtes /

And thenne whan he had foo done /
he mounted vpon his hors

And whan he was in his fadel wel apparailled / & his fhelde

dreffid vpon his fholder / Tryftram afl^ed Gouernayle where

is this knyghte that I fhal haue adoo with alle
/ Syre fayd 30

Gouernaile / fee ye hym not /
I wende ye had fene hym yonder

he houeth vnder the vmbre of his fhippes on horfbak with his

fpere in his hand and his flield vpon his ftiolder
/
That is

trouthe favd the noble knyghte fyre Tryftram now I fee hym
wcl ynous Thenne he commaunded his feruaunt Gouernayle 35
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to goo to his veffaile ageync /
and commaunde me vnto myne

eme kynge Marke / and prayc hym / yf that I be flayn in this

bataillc for to entcre my body as hym fcmcd beft / & as for me
lete hym wete I will neuer yelde me for cowardyfe / and yf I

S be flayne and flee not / thenne they haue loft no truage for me
And yf foo be that I flee or yelde me as recrcaut / bydde myn
eme neuer berye me in Cryften beryels / And vpon thy lyf fa-

id f}T Tryfl:ram to Gouernayle / come thou not nyghe this I-

land tyl that thou fee me ouercomen or flayne /
or els that I

10 Wynne yonder knyght / foo eyther departed from other fore \ve-

pynge

C Capitulum fcptimum

HNd thenne fyr Marhaus auyfed fyr Tryftram and fa-

id thus
/ yonge knyght fyr Tryftram what dolt thou he-

re / me fore repenteth of thy courage / for wete thou wel I haue

15 ben affayed / and the beft knyghtes of this land haue ben af-

fayed of my hand
/
And alfo I haue matched with the beft kn-

yghtes of the world / and therfor by my counceille retorne a-

geyne vnto thy veffaile
/ And falre knyght and wel preued

knyght faid fyre Tryftram thou flialt wel wete I maye not

20 forfake the in this quarel /
for I am for thy fake made knyght

And thou flialt wel wete that I am a kynges fone born and

goten vpon a quene /
and fuche promyfc I haue made att my

neuews requeft and mj-n ovvne fekyng that I fliallc fyghto
with the vnto the vttermeft / and delyucr Corncwailc from

25 the old truage / And alfo wete thou wel fyr Marhaus
/ that

this is the grettefl caufe that thou couragcft me to haue adoo

with the / For thou art called one of the moofl rcnoumed kn-

yghtes of the world
/ and by caufe of that noyfc and fame /

that thou haft
/ thou gyueft me courage to haue adoo with the /

3° for neuer yet was I preued with good knyghte / And fy-

then I toke the ordrc of knyghthode this day /
I am wel plea-

fyd that I maye haue adoo with fo good a knyght as thou

arte / And now wete thou wel fyr Marhaus that I cafle me
to gete worfliip on thy body /

And yf that I be not preued / I

35 truft to god that I flial be worfliipfully preued vpon thy bo-

dy / and to delyuer the countrey of Cornewailc for euer fro al
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maner of truage from Irland for cuer
/
Whanne fyr Marhaus

had herde hym faye what he wold /
he faide thenne thus ageyn

Fair Knyght fythen it is foo that thou cafteft to wynne wor-

fliip of me /
I lete the wete / worfliip may thou none lefe by me

yf thou mayft ftande me thre itrokes /
for I lete the wete / for 5

my noble dedes preued and fene
/ Kyng Arthur made me kny-

ghte of the table round
/
Thenne they beganne to feutre theyre

fperes / and they mette foo fyerfly to gyders /
that they fmote

eyther other doune /
bothe hors and all /

But fir Marhaus fmo-

te fyr Tryftram a grete wounde in the fyde with his fpere /
& lo

thenne they auoyded their horfcs
/
and pulled oute their fwer-

des /
and threwe their flieldes afore them /

And thenne they laf-

fhed to gyders as men that were wyld and couragyous / And

whan they hadde flryken foo to gyder longe / thenne they lefte

her flrokes /
and foyned at their brethes and vyfours /

& when >5

they fawe that that myght not preuaile them / thcne they hurt-

led to gyders lyke rammes to bere eyther other doun / thus they

fought flylle more than half a day /
and eyder were wounded

paffyng fore /
that the blood rannc doune frefflily fro them vp-

on the ground / By thenne fyr Tryftram waxed more frefflier
/

20

than fyr Marhaus and better wynded and bygger /
and with a

myghty ftroke he fmote fyr Marhaus vpon the helme fuche a

buffet that hit went thorou his helme /
and thorou the coyfe of

ftele and thorou the brayn pan / and the fwerd ftak foo fafl in

the helme and in his brayn pan that fir Tryftram pulled thry- 25

es at his fwerd or euer he myght puUe it out from his hedc
/
&

there Marhaus felle doun on his knees the edge of Triftrams

fwerd left in his brayne pan /
And fodenly fyr Marhaus rofe

grouelynge /
and threwe his fwerd and his flielde from hym /

and foo ranne to his fliippes and fledde his waye /
and fir trif- 30

tram hadde euer his fhelde and his fwerd
/
And whan fir Trif-

tram fawe fir Marhaus withdrawe hym /
he faid A fir knyght

of the roud table why withdraweft thou the
/
thou doft thy felfe

and thy kyn grete fliame
/

for I am but a yong Knyghte / or

now I was neuer preued / and rather than I fhold withdra- 35

we me from the /
I had rather be hewen in C pyeces / Syr mar-

haus anfucrd no worde but yede his way fore gronynge / Well

fir knyght faid fir Trifiram I promyfe the thy fuerd and thy
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flicld flial be m3'n / and thy flicid flialle I were in al places

where I ryde on myn aduentures and in the fyghte of kyng

Arthur and alle the round table

C Capitulum viij

mNon
fir Marhaus and his felaufliip departed in to Ir-

land /
And as foone as he came to the kynge his bro-

dcr
/
he lete fcrche his woundes / ^ And whan his hede

was ferched /
a pyece of fyre Tryftrams fwerd was foundcn

therin /
and myghte neuer be had oute of his hede for no furge-

ons /
and foo he dyed of fyr Tryftrams fwerd /

and that py-

10 ece of the fwerd the quene his fyfter kepte hit for cuer wyth

her /
for flie thoughte to be rcuengyd and flie myghte / ^ Now

tornc we ageyne vnto fyr Tryftram that was fore wounded /

and ful fore bled that he my3t not within a lytel whyle when

he had take cold vnnethe ftere hym of his lymmes / and thc-

15 ne he fette hym doune foftel}- vpon a lytel hylle /
and bleddc

faft / Thenne anone came Gouernaile his man with his veffel

And the kynge and his barons came with proceffion ageynfl

hym /
And whan he was come vnto the land / Kynge Marke

toke hym in his armes
/
and the kynge and fir Dynas the fe-

20 nefcal ladde fyr Triftram in to the caftel of Tyntygail /
And

thenne was he ferched in the beft maner
/
and leid in his bedde /

And whan kynge Marke fawe his woundes /
he wepte hertely

and foo dyd alle his lordes / So god me help faid kyng Mark

I wolde not for alle my landes that my neuewe dyed / Soo

25 fyr Tryflram laye there a moneth and more
/
and euer he was

lyke to deye of that ftroke that fir Marhaus fmote hym fyrft

with the fpere /
For as the Frenfflie book faith /

the fperes hede

was enuenymed that fyr Tryftram myghte not be hole / Then-

ne was kynge Mark and alle his barons paffyngc heuy / For

30 they demed none other
/
but that fyr Tryftram fliold not reco-

uer
/
Thenne the kynge lete fende after alle manere of leches &

furgens bothe vnto men and wymmcn /
and there was none /

that wold behote hym the lyf /
Thenne came there a lady that

was a ryght wyfe lady / & ftie faid playnly vnto kyng mark

35 and to fir Tryftram and to alle his barons that he fhold neuer
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be hole /
but yf fire Tryftram wente in the fame countrey that

the venym came fro
/
and in that countrey fliold he be holpen

or els neuer /
Thus faid the lady vnto the Kynge /

whan ky-

nge Marke vnderftood that
/
he lete purueye for fyr Tryftram

a faire veffel /
wcl vytailled /

and therin was put fyr Tryf- s

tram and gouernail with hym /
and fir Triftram toke his harp

with hym /
and foo he was putte in to the fee to fayle in to Ir-

land
/
and foo by good fortune he arryued vp in Irland e-

uen faft by a caflel where the Kynge and the quene was / and

at his arryuayl he fat and harped in his bedde a mery lay fu- lo

che one herd they neuer none in Irland afore that tyme /

^ And whan it was told the Kyng and the quene of fuche

a Knyght that was fuche an harper /
anone the Kyng fente for

hym /
and lete ferche his woundes /

and thenne afked hym his

name / then he anfuerd I am of the countrey of Lyonas /
& 'S

my name is Tramtryfl that thus was wounded in a bataille

as I fought for a ladyes ryght / So god me help faid kyng

Anguyfflie ye flial haue al the helpe in this land that ye may
haue here

/
But I lete you wete in Cornewaile I had a gre-

te loffe /
as euer hadde kynge /

for there I loft the beft knyghte 20

of the world /
his name was Marhaus a ful noble knyghte

and Knyght of the table round /
and there he told fyr Tryflra

wherefore fyr Marhaus was flayne / Syr Tryftram made fem-

blaunt as he had ben fory /
and better knewe he how hit was

than the kynge 25

C Capitulum iy

/ \ Henne the kynge for grete fauoure maade Tramtryll

^^J^to be put in his doughters ward and kepyng by cau-

fe flic was a noble furgeon / And whan flie had ferched hym /

flie fond in the bottome of his wound that therin was poyfon /

And foo flie heled hym within a whyle /
and therfore Tramtrift 30

caft grete loue to la beale Ifoud / for flie was at that tyme the

faireft mayde and lady of the worlde / And there Tramtryfl:

lerned her to harpe /
and flie beganne to haue grete fantafye

vnto hym /
And at that tyme flr Palamydes the farafyn was

in that countrey and wel cheryfflied with the kynge and the 35
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quene / And cuery day fyr Palamydes drewe vnto la beale

Ifoud / and profcred her many yeftes / for he loued her paffy-

ngly wel
/

Al that Afpycd Tramtryft / and ful wel knewc

lie fyr Palamydes for a noble knyght and a myghty man /

3 And wete ye wel fyr Tramtryft had grete defpyte at fyr pa-

lomydes /
for la beale Ifoud told Tramtryft that Palamydes

was in wylle to be cryftened for her fake / Thus was ther gre-

te enuy betwixe Tramtryft and fyr Palamydes / Thenne hit

befellc that kynge Anguyfflie lete crye a grete luftes and a

lo grete turnement for a lady that was called the lady of the la-

undes / and fhe was nyghe cofyn vnto the kynge /
And what

man wanne her
/

thre dayes after he fliold wedde her and ha-

ue alle her landes / This crye was made in England / walys

Scotland and alfo in Fraunce and in Bretayne / It befelle

15 vpon a day la beale Ifoud came vnto fyr Tramtryft and told

hym of this turnement / he anfuerd and fayd fayr lady I am

but a feblc knyghte / and but late I had ben dede
/ had not

your good ladyfliip ben /
Now fayre lady what wold ye I

Ihold doo in this matere /
wel ye wote my lady that I maye

20 not lufte / A Tramtryft faid la beale Ifoud why wille ye

not haue ado at that turnement /
wel I wote fyr Palamydes

fhall be there /
and to doo what he maye / And therfore Tram-

tryft I pray you for to be there / for els fyr Palamydes is ly-

kc to Wynne the degree /
Madame faid Tramtrift as for that /

25 it may be foo /
for he is a proued knyght / and I am but a

yong knyght and late made / and the fyrft batail that I dyd

it myfliapped me to be foore wounded as ye fee
/

But and I

wyft ye wold be my better lady /
at that turnement I will be

fo that ye wille kepe my counceille and lete no creature haue

30 knouleche that I fhalle lufte but your felf / and fuche as ye

wil to kepe your counceil / my poure perfone fhall I leoparde

there for your fake that parauentur fir Palamydes fhal kno-

we whan that I come
/
Therto faid la beale Ifoud do your beft

& as I can faid la beale Ifoud I ftial purueye hors and ar-

35 mour for you at my deuyfe /
as ye will foo be hit faid fyr Tra-

trift I wille be at your comaundement / So at the day of luf-

tes / ther cam fir Palamydes with a black flield
/
& he ouerthrew

many knyghtcs that alle the pepic had merueyllc of hym /
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For he putte to the werfe fyr Gawayne / Gaherys / Agrauayn

Bagdemagus / kay / Dodyus le faueage / Sagramor le defy-

lus / Gumret le petyte /
and Gryflet le fyfe de dieu

/
Alle thefe

the fyrfte daye fyr Palamydes ftrake doune to the erthe / And

thenne alle maner of knyghtes were adred of fir Palamydes s

and many called hym the knyght with the black flielde / Soo

that day fyre Palam3'des had grete worfhyp / ^ Thenne cam

kynge Anguyfflie vnto Tramtryft / and afked hym why he

wold not lufte
/ Syr he faid I was but late hurte

/
and as

yet I dare not auenture me
/ ^ Thenne came there the fame 10

fquycr that was fente from the kynges doughter of Fraunce /

vnto fyr Tryftram /
And whanne he had afpyed fyrc Triftra

he felle flat to his feete / Alio that afpyed la Beic Ifoud
/

what curtofye the fquyer made vnto fyr Tryftram / And thcr-

with al fodenly fyr Tryftram ranne vnto his fquyer whos na- '5

me was Heles le renoumes
/
and praid hym hertely in noo

wyfe to telle his name / Syr faid Heles I wille not difcouer

your name / but yf ye commaunde me

C Capitulum y

M \ Henne fyr Tryftram afked hym what he dyd in thofe

^^1^ countreyes / fyr he fayd /
I came hyder with fyr Gawa- 20

yn for to be made knyght /
And yf it pleafe you of your han-

des that I may be made knyghte / Awaite vpon me as to morn

fecretely / and in the feld I flial make you a knyght / Thenne

had la beale Ifoud grete fufpecyon vnto Tramtryft that he

was fomme man of worfliip proued / and ther with fhe com- 25

forted her felf / and caft more loue vnto hym than fhe had do-

ne tofore ^ And foo on the morne fyr Palamydes maade

hym rcdy to come in to the feld as he dyd the fyrft day / And
there he fmote doune the kynge with the C knyghtes and the

kynge of Scottes / ^ Thenne had la beale Ifoud ordeyned jo

and wel arayed fyr Tryftram in whyte hors and harncis /

And ryght foo fhe lete putte hym oute at a preuy pofterne / &
foo he came in to the feld as it had ben a bryght angel / And
anone fyr Palamydes afpyed hym / and ther with he feutrid

a fpere vnto fyr Tramtrift
/
and he ageyne vnto hym / And 35
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there fyr Tryflram fmote dounc fyr Palamydes vnto the crth

And thenne there was a grete noyfe of people / fome fayd / fyre

Palamydes hadde a falle
/
fome faid the knyght with the blak

fhelde had a falle / And wcte you wel la beale Ifoud was

S paffynge gladde /
And thenne fire Gawayne and his felawes

ix had merueille what knyghtc it myght be that had fmyten

doune fyr Palamydes / Thenne wold there none lufte with

Tramtryft /
but alle that there were forfoke hym / mooft & left /

Thenne fyr Tryftram made Heles a knyght / and caufed hym
10 to put hym felf forthe /

and dyd ryght wel that day / So af-

ter fyr Heles held hym with fyr Tryflram /
And whan fyre

Palamydes had receyued this falle
/
wete ye wel that he was

fore afliamed /
And as pryuely as he myght / he withdrewe

hym oute of the feld
/

Alle that afpyed fyre Tryftram / and

5 lyghtly he rode after fyre Palamydes and ouertoke hym /

and badde hym torne / for better he wold affaye hym / or euer

he departed /
Thenne fyr Palamydes torned hym and cyther

laflhed at other with their fwerdes
/
But at the fyrfle ftroke

fyre Tryftram fmote doune Palamydes / and gaf hym fuche a

20 ftroke vpon the hede that he felle to the erthe / Soo thenne Trif-

tram badde yelde hym /
and doo his commaundement or els he

wold flee hym / whan fyre Palamydes beheld his countena-

unce
/
he dredde his buffets foo / that he graunted al his afkyn-

ges / Wel faid / faid fir Triftram / this fhalle be your charge /

25 Fyrft vpon payne of your lyf that ye forfake my lady la be-

ale Ifoud
/
and in no maner wyfe that ye drawe not to her /

Alfo this twelue moneth and a day / that ye bere none armo-

ur nor none harneis of werre / ^ Now promyfe me this or here

fhalt thou dye /
Alias faide Palamydes for euer I am afha-

3° med / ^ Thenne he fware as fyr Tryftram hadde commaunded

hym /
Thenne for defpyte and anger / fyre Palamydes cutte of

his harneis / and threwe them aweye / And foo fyr Tryfl:ram

torned ageyne to the Caftel where was la beale Ifoud / and

by the weye he mette with a damoyfel that afked after fyre

35 launcelot that wanne the dolorous gard worfiiipfully / & this

damoyfel afked fire Triftram what he was / For it was tolde

her that it was he that fmote doune fyr Palamydes / by whom
the X knyghtes of kynge Arthurs were fmyten doune /
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Thenne the damoyfel prayd fyr Tryftram to telle her what he

was
/ And whether that he were lyr Launcelot du lake / for (he

demyd that there was no knyght in the world myghte do fu-

che dedes of armes / but yf it were Launcelot / Fayre damoyfel

fayd fyr Tryflram wete ye wel that I am not fyr launcelot s

for I was neuer of fuche proweffe /
but in god is al that he

maye make me as good a knyght as the good knyght fir lau-

celot / Now gentyl knyght faid fhe
/ put vp thy vyfure / & whan

(he beheld his vyfage / fhe thou-^t flie fawe neuer a better mas

vyfage / nor a better faryngc knyght / And thenne whan the 10

damoyfel knewe certaynly that he was not fyrc launcelot /

thenne flie took her leue and departed from hym / And then-

ne fyre Tryftram rode pryuely vnto the pofterne where kepte

hym la beale Ifoud / and there flie made hym good chere and

thanked god of his good fpede / Soo anone within a whyle 15

the kynge and the queue vnderftood that hit was Tramtryft
that fmote doune fyre Palamydes / thenne was he moche ma-

de of more than he was before

C Capitulum y|

/^pSi^ Hus was fir Tramtryft longe there wel cheryffhed /

/ 1 with the kynge and the quene /
and namely with la 20

^^i^ beale Ifoud
/ So vpon a daye / the quene and la beale

Ifoud made a bayne for fyre Tramtryft / And whan he was

in his bayne / the quene and Ifoud her doughter romed vp &
doune in the chamber / and there whyles Gouernail and Ha-
les attendyd vpon Tramtryft / & the quene beheld his fwerd 25

there as it laye vpon his bedde / And thene by vnhap the que-
ne drewe oute his fwerd

/ and beheld it a longe whyle / and

bothe they thoughte it a paffynge fayre fwerd / but within a

foote and an half of the poynte there was a grete pyece there

of oute broken of the edge /
And whan the quene afpyed that 30

gap in the fwerd
/ flie remcmbryd her of a pyece of a fwerd /

that was foude in the brayne pan of fyrc Marhaus the good
knyght that was her brodcr

/
Alias thenne faid flie vnto her

doughter la beale Ifoud
/ this is the fame traytour knyghte

that flewe my brodcr thyn eme / Whanne Ifoud herd her faye 35
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foo / Ilie was paffynge fore abafflied / for paffyng wel fhe loued

Tramtryfl / and ful wel fhe knewe the cruelnes of her moder

tlie queue / Anon tliere with alle the quene went vnto her ow-

ne chamber / and foughte her cofre / and there flic tokc oute the

S pyece of the fwerd that was pulled out of fyr Marhaus hede

after that he was dede / And thenne flic ranne with that pyece

of yron to the fwerd that layc vpon the beddc / And whanne

file putte that pyece of flele and yron vnto the fwerd /
hit was

as mete as it myghte be / whan it was newe broken / And the-

10 ne the quene gryped that fwerd in her hand fyerfly / & with

alle her myghte flic ranne ftreyghte vpon Tramtryfl: where he

fat in his bayne /
And there ihe hadde ryued hym thorou hadde

not fyr Heles goten her in his armes / and pulled the fuerd

from her
/
and els flie hadde threft him thorou / Thenne whanne

'5 file was lettyd of her euyl wylle / fhe ranne to the kynge An-

guyffh her hufband and fayde on her knees / O my lord here

haue ye in your hous that traitour knyght that flewe my bro-

der and your feruaunt that noble knyght fyr Marhaus / Who
is that faid kynge Anguyffhe and where is he / Syr flie faid

20 hit is fyr Tramtryfl: the fame knyght that my doughter helyd

Alias faid the kynge therfore am I ryght heuy / for he is a

ful noble knyght as euer I fawe in felde / ^ But I charge

you faid the kyng to the quene that ye haue not ado with that

knyght /
but lete me dele with hym / Thenne the kynge went in

25 to the chambre vnto fyr Tramtryfl: /
and thenne was he gone

vnto his chambre
/ and the kynge fond hym al redy armed to

mounte vpon his hors
/ Whanne the kynge fawe hym al redy

armed to goo vnto horfbak / the kynge faid nay Tramtryft hit

wille not auaile to compare the ageynft me / But thus moche

30 I flialle doo for my worfliip and for thy loue in foo moch as

thou arte within my courte / hit were no worfhip for me to flee

the / Therfore vpon this condycyon I wille gyue the leue for

to departe from this courte in faufte / fo thou wilt telle me who

was thy fader / and what is thy name / and yf thou flewe fyr

35 Marhaus my broder

C Capitulum yij
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SYr
faid Tryftram now I flialle telle you alle the tro-

uthe / my faders name is fir Melyodas kynge of Lyo-

nas
/
& my moder hy5t Elyzabeth that was fifter vnto

kynge Marke of Cornewaile /
& my moder dyed of me in the

forefte
/ And by caufe therof flie commaunded or (he dyed that 5

whan I were cryftened / they fhold cryftene me Tcyftram / &

by caufe I wold not be knowen in this countrey I turned my
name and lete me calle Tramtryft / & for the truage of Corne-

wayle I fought for myn emes fake / & for the ryght of Cor-

newaile that ye had poffeded many yeres / And wete ye well 10

faid Tryftram vnto the kynge I dyd the bataille for the loue

of myn vnkel kynge Marke /
and for the loue of the countreye

of Cornewaile / and for to encreace myn honoure / For that fa-

me day that I fought with fir Marhaus I was made kny3t

And neuer or than dyd I no bataile with no knyght / & fro 15

me he went alyue & lefte his fheld & his fuerd behynde /
fo god

me helpe faid the kyng I may not fay but ye dyd as a kny-

ght fhold / & it was your part to doo for your quarel / & to en-

creace your worflTip as a knyght fliold / how be it I may not

mayntene you in this countrey with my worfliip onlcs that I 20

fhold difpleafe my barons & my wyf / & her kyn / Syr faid Tr-

yftram I thanke you of your good lordfhip that I haue had

with you here / and the grete goodenes my lady your doughter

hath fiiewed me
/
& therfor faid fir Triftram it may fo happen

that ye fhalle wynne more by my lyf than by my dethe / for in 25

the partyes of Englond it may happen I may doo you feruyfe

at fome feafon that ye fhal be glad that euer ye fliewed me yo-

ur good lordfliip / ^ With more I promyfe you as I am true

kny3t that in all places I fhal be my lady your dou5ters fer-

uaunt / & kny-^t in ryght & in wrong /
& I fhal neuer fayle her 30

to doo as moche as a knyght maye doo

^ Alfo I byfeche your good grace that I may take my leue

at my lady your doughter and at alle the Barons and kny-

ghtes /
I willc wel faid the kynge / ^ Thenne fire Triftram

wente vnto la beale Ifoud
/
and tooke his leue of her / And 35

thenne he tolde her all what he was and how he had chaunged
his name by caufe he wold not be knowen / & hou a lady told

hym he y ftiold neuer be hole tyl he cam in to this coiatrey where
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the poyfon was made
/
where thorou I was nere my dethe had

not your ladyfliip ben / O gentyl knyght faid la beale Ifoud

ful wo am I of thy departynge /
for I fawe neuer man that

I oughte foo good wille to / and there with all fhe wepte her-

5 tely / Madame faid fire Tryftram ye flialle vnderftande that

my name is fir Tryftram de lyones goten of kyng Melyodas

and borne of his quene / And I promyfe you feythfully that

I fhal be alle the daycs of my lyf your knyghte / Gramercy fa-

id La beale Ifoud /
and I promyfe you there ageynfte that I

10 fhalle not be maryed this feuen yeres but by your affent /
and

to vvhome that ye wille I flialle be maryed to / hym wylle I

haue / and he wille haue me yf ye wil confente / And thenne

fyre Tryftram gaf her a rynge and flie gaf hym another / and

ther with he departed fro her / leuynge her / makynge grete dole

IS and lamentacion / and he ftreyghte wente vnto the Courte a-

monge alle the Barons / and there he took his leue at mooft

and leeft /
and openly he faid amonge them all / Faire lordes

now it is foo that I mufte dcparte / Yf there be ony man here

that I haue offended vnto / or that ony man be with me gre-

20 ued / lete complayne hym here afore me or that euer I depart

and I flial amende it vnto my power / And yf there be ony
that wil profer me wronge or fay of me wrong / or fhame be-

hynde my bak
/ faye hit now or neuer / and here is my body to

make it good body ageynft body / And alle they flood ftylle /

25 ther was not one that wold faye one word / yet were there

fome knyghtes that were of the queues blood and of fire Mar-

haus blood / but they wold not medle with hym /

C Capltulum yiij

SOo
fir Triftram departed and toke the fee / & with good

wynde he aryued vp at Tyntagyl in Cornewaile / &
whan kyng Mark was hole in his profperite ther cam

tydynges that fir Triftram was arryued and hole of his wo-

undes
/ therof was kynge marke paffyng glad / & foo were alle

the barons
/ & whan he fawe his tyme he rode vnto his fader ky-

ng melyodas / & there he had al the chere that the kyng & the

35 quene coude make hym / And thenne largely Kyng Melyo-
das and his quene departed of their landes and goodes to fire

Tryftram / ^ Thenne by the lycence of Kyng
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Melyodas his fader he retorned ageyne vnto the court of ky-

nge Mark / and there he lyued in grate ioye long tyme / vntyl

at the lafte there befelle a laloufye and an vnkyndenes betw-

yxe kynge Marke and fir Triftram /
for they loued bothe one

lady / And fhe was an eries wyf that hyght fyre Segwary- 5

des
/
And this lady loued fyre Tryftram paffyngly wel /

And he loued her ageyne for fhe was a paffynge fayr lady /

And that afpyed fir Triftram wel / ^ Thenne kynge Mark
vnderftood that and was lalous / for kyng Marke loued her

paffyngly wel / Soo it felle vpon a day /
this lady fent a dw- 10

erf vnto fir Triftram and badde hym as he loued her / that he

wold be with her the ny3t nex^e folowynge / Alfo fhe charged

you that ye come not to her but yf ye be wel armed
/ for her lo-

rd was called a good knyghte ^ Syre Tryftram an-

fwerd to the dwerf / recommaunde me vnto my lady / and telle 15

her I wille not fayle but I wille be with her the terme that

flie hath fette me
/ and with this anfuer the dwerf departed /

And kynge Marke afpyed that the dwerfe was with fyre

Tryftram vpon meffage from Segwarydes wyf / thenne kyng
Marke fent for the dwerfe / And whanne he was comen / he 20

maade the dwerf by force to telle hym alle why and wherfore

that he came on meffage from fire Triftram

^ Now faid kynge Marke goo where thou wolt / and vpon

payne of dethe that thou faye no word that thou fpakcft with

me
/
foo the dwerf departed from the kynge / ^ And that fame 25

nyghte that the fteuen was fette betwixt Segwarydes wyfe &
fyr Tryftram kynge Marke armed hym / and made hym redy
and took two knyghtes of his counceylle with hym / and foo

he rode afore for to abyde by the waye / for to awayte vpon fir

Tryftram / ^ And as fire Tryftram came rydynge vpon hys 30

waye with his fpere in his hand
/ kynge Marke came hurt-

lynge vpon hym with his two knyghtes fodenly / And alle

thre fmote hym with theyre fperes / and kynge Marke hurte

fyre Tryftram on the breft ryght fore / And thenne fyre Trif-

tram feutryd his fpere /
and fmote his vnkel kynge Marke 35

foo fore that he rafftiyd hym to the erthe / and bryfed hym that

he laye ftylle in a fwoune / and longe hit was or euer

[Icnf 147] r ij



jSoiMi viii.] r -94 ] [Cbap. rlT.

he myghte welde h}-m felf /
And thenne he ranne to the one kn-

yght /
and efte to the other / and fmote hem to the cold crthe /

that they laye flylle / And ther with alle fir Triflram rode fo-

rthe fore wounded to the lady /
and fonde her abydynge hym

5 at a pofterne

C Capitulum yiilj

mNd
there fhe welcomed hym fayre / and eyther halfed

other in armes / and foo fhe lete putte vp his hors in

the beft wyfe /
and thenne fhe vnarmed hym /

And foo

they fouped lyghtely and wente to bedde with grete ioye and

10 plefaunce / and foo in his ragyng he took no kepe of his grene

wound that kynge Marke had gyuen hym /
And foo fyr Trif-

tram bebled both the ouer fliete and the nether & pelowes /
and

hede fhete
/ and within a whyle ther came one afore that war-

ned her that her lord was nere hand within a bowe draughte

15 Soo fhe made fir Tryftram to aryfe /
and foo he armed hym /

and tooke his hors and fo departed / By thenne was come feg-

warydes her lord
/
and whan he fond her bedde troubled & bro-

ken and wente nere and beheld it by candel lyghte /
thenne

he fawe that there had layne a wounded knyght /
A fals tra-

20 itreffe thenne he faid
/ why haft thou bitrayed me /

and there

with alle he fwange oute a fwerd and faid / but yf thou telle

me who hath ben here
/
here thou fhalt dye /

A my lord mercy fa-

yd the lady /
and helde vp her handes / fayeng /

flee me not / and

I fhall telle you alle who hath ben here
/

Telle anone faid feg-

25 warydes to me alle the trouthe
/
Anone for drede flie faide here

was fir Tryftram with me
/
and by the way as he came to me

ward / he was fore wounded / A fals traitreffe faid fegwarides

where is he become
/

fir fhe faid he is armed and departed on ho-

rs bale not yet hens half a myle / ye faye wel faid fegwarydes

30 thenne he armed hym lyghtly / and gate his hors and rode af-

ter fyre Triftram that rode ftreyght waye vnto Tyntagyl /

And within a whyle he ouertoke fire Triftram /
And thenne he

badde hym torne fals traitour knyghte /
and fyr Triftram anon

torned hym ageynft hym / And there with al fegwarides fmo-

35 te fyr Tryftram with a fpere that it alle to brafte / ^ And
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thenne he fwaiige oute his fvverd /
and fmote faft at fyr Trif-

tram / Syre knyght faid fyre Tryftram I counceyle you that

ye fmyte no more how be it for the wronges that I haue do-

ne you / I wille forbere you as longe as I maye / ^ Nay fa-

yd Segwarides that fhalle not be
/

for outher thou flialt dye 5

or I /
Thenne fyre Trifbram drewe oute his fwerd and hurt-

led his hors vnto hym fyerfly / and thorou the wafte of the

body he fmote fyre Segwarides that he felle to the erthe in a

fwoune /
And foo fire Triftram departed and lefte hym there

And foo he rode vnto Tyntagil and tooke his lodgynge fecre- 10

tely for he wold not be knowen that he was hurte

^ Alfo fir Segwarides men rode after theyr maifter / whome

they fond lyenge in the feld fore wounded /
and brou3t hym

home on his flielde /
and there he lay longe or that he were ho-

le / but at the lafte he recouerd ^ Alfo kynge Marke 15

wold not be aknowen of that fir Triflram and he hadde mette

that nyght /
And as for fyre Tryftram he knewe not that ky-

nge Marke had mette with hym /
And foo the kynges aftau-

ce came to fir Trillram to comforte hym as he laye feke in his

bedde /
But as longe as kynge Marke lyued /

he loued neuer 20

fire Tryftram after that / though there was fayre fpeche /
loue

was there none /
And thus it paft many wekes and dayes / &

alle was forgyuen and forgoten /
For fire Segwarydes durfte

not haue ado with fir Triflram by caufe of his noble proweffe

And alfo by caufe he was neuewe vnto kynge Marke / ther- 25

fore he lete it otler flyp /
for he that hath a pryuy hurte is loth

to haue a fhame outward

C Capitulum yv/

/fc^ Henne hit befelle vpon a daye that the good knyghte

£ \ Blcoberys de ganys broder to Blamore de ganys /
&

^^J^ nyghe cofyn vnto the good knyght fir launcelot du la-

ke
/

This Bleoberys came vnto the courte of kynge Marke
/
&

there he afked of kynge Marke a bone to gyue hym what yeft

that he wold aflce in his courte

^ Whanne the kyng herd hym afke foo /
he merueilled of hys
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alkyngc / but by caufe he was a knyghtc of the round table /
&

of a grete renomme / kynge Marke graunted hym his hole af-

kyngc /
thenne faide fire Bleoberys I wille haue the fayreft

lady in your Courte that me lyft to chefe / I maye not fay nay

5 fayd kynge marke /
Now chefe at youre aduenture

And foo fir Bleoberys dyd chefe fyr fegwarydes wyf /
and to-

ke her by the hand and foo wente his wayc with her
/
and foo

he tooke his hors and gart fette her behynde his fquyer and

rode vpon his way /
When fir fegwarydes herd telle that his la-

10 dy was gone with a knyght of kynge Arthurs courte /

^ Thenne he armed hym and rode after that knyght for to re-

fcowe his lady /
foo whan Bleoberys was gone with this la-

dy / kyng Mark and all the courte was wroth that fhe was a-

wey / thenne were there certayne ladyes that knewe that there

IS was grete loue bitwene fir Triftram and her /
and alfo that la-

dy loued fir Triftram aboue alle other knyghtes /
Thenne there

was one lady that rebuked fir Triftram in the horrybleft wy-

fe
/
and called hym coward knyghte /

that he wold for fliame

of his knyghthode fee a lady foo fliamefuUy be taken aweye /

20 fro his vnkels courte
'/

But fhe ment that "eyther of hem hadde

loued other with entiere hert /
But fire Triftram anfuerd her

thus / Faire lady it is not my parte to haue adoo in fuche ma-

ters whyle her lord and hufband is prefent here
/
And yf hit

hadde ben that her lord hadde not ben here in this courte /
thenne

25 for the worfhip of this courte perauentur /
I wold haue ben her

champyon /
And yf fo be /

fir fegwarides fpcde not wel / it may

happen that I wille fpeke with that good knyght /
or euer he

paffe from this countrey /
Thenne within a whyle came one of

fir fegwarydes fquyers / and told in the court that fir fegwari-

3° des was beten fore and wounded to the poynte of dethe / as he

wold haue refcowed his lady /
fir Bleoberis ouerthrewe hym

and fore hath wounded hym /
Thenne was kynge marke heuy

therof
/
and alle the courte / When fire Triftram herd of this

/ he

was afliamed and fore greued / And thenne was he foone ar-

35 med and on horfbak
/
& gouernaile his feruaunt bare his flielde

and fpere / And foo as fire Triftram rode faft
/
he mette with fir

Andret his cofyn that by the commaundement of kynge Ma-

rke was fente to brynge forth & euer it laye in his power / ij /

[leaf I4S verso]



IBook vill.] [ 297 ] [Cbap. r»i.

knyghtes of Arthurs Courte that rode by the countrey to feke

their aduentures / Whan fyr Tryftram fawe fir Andret / he af-

ked hym what tydynges /
Soo god me heipe faid fyre An-

dret / ther was neuer worfe with me
/

for here by the commaun-

dement of kynge Mark I was fente to fetche two knyghtes of 5

kynge Arthurs courte /
and that one bete me / and wounded

me /
and fette nought by my meffage / Faire cofyn faid fir trif-

tram ryde on your way /
and yf I may mete them / it may hap-

pen I flial reuenge you / So fyr Andret rode in to Cornewaile

And fyr Triftram rode after the two knyghtes the whiche one 10

hyght Sagramor le defyrus / & the other hyght Dodynas le

faueage /

C Capitulum yv|/

/^^l^Henne within a whyle fyr Tryftram fawe hem afore

/ I hym two lykely knyghtes / Sir faid Gouernaile vnto

^^^ his maifter
/

fir I wold counceile you nought to haue 15

ado with hem /
for they ben two preued knyghtes of Arthurs

Courte
/
As for that faid fyr Tryftram haue ye no doute / but

I wille haue adoo with hem to encreace my worfliip / for it is

many daye fythen I dyd ony dedes of armes / doo as ye lyfte

faid Gouernaile / and there with alle anone fyr Tryftram af- 20

ked them
/ from whens they came / and wheder they wold / and

what they dyd in tho marches / Syre Sagramore loked vpon

fyre Triftram / and hadde fcorne of his wordes
/ & afl-ced hym

ageyne / Fair knyghte be ye a knyght of Cornewaile / where by
a(ke ye hit faid fir Triftram / For it is feldom fene faid fir Sa- 25

gramore that ye Cornyfflie knyghtes ben valyaunte men of

armes
/ For within thefe two houres there mette vs one of you

cornyfflie knyghtes /
and grete wordes he fpak / and anon with

lytel myght he was Ie)'d to the erthe / And as I trowe fayd
fir Sagramore ye flial haue the fame handfel that he hadde 30

Faire lordes faid fire Triftram it may foo happen that I maye
better withftande than he dyd /

and whether ye will or nyl / I

wil haue ado with you / by caufe he was my cofyn that ye bete

And therfore here do your beft / & wete ye wel but yf ye quyte

you the better here vpon this ground / one kny3t of cornewaile 35

flial bete you both
/ Whan fire Dodynas le faueage herd hym

faye foo he gatte a fpere in his hand and faid / fire knyghte
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thy felf /
And thenne they departed and came to gyders as it

had ben thonder / And fyr Dodynas fpere brafl in fonder / but

fyr Tryftram fmote hym with a more myght / that he fmote

hym clcne ouer the hors croupe that nyghe he hadde broken his

5 neck / Whanne fyre Sagramour favve his felawe haue fuche a

falle / he merneylled what kny5t he myght be / And he dreffeth

his fpere with alle his myght / and fyr Tryftram ageynft hym
and they came to gyders as the thonder

/
and ther fir Triflram

fmote fyr Sagramore a ftronge buffet that lie bare his hors &
10 hym to the erthe /

and in the fallyng he brake his thygh /
whan

this was done / fyr Tryftram afked hem / Fayre knyghtes will

ye ony more /
Be there no bygger kny5tes in the courte of ky-

nge Arthur / it is to you Oiame to fay of vs kny5tes of Corne-

wayle diflionoure /
for it may happen a Cornyfflie knyght may

15 matche you / that is trouthe faid fyr Sagramore /
that haue we

wel preued / but I requyre the fayd fyre Sagramore telle

vs youre ryght name by the feythe and trouthe that ye owe to

the hyghe ordre of knyghthode / ye charge me with a grete thy-

nge faid fyr Tryftram / and fythen ye lyft to wete hit / ye flial

20 knowe and vnderftande that my name is fyr Tryftram de ly-

onas kynge Melyodas fone / and neuewe vnto kynge Marke

Thenne were they two knyghtes fayne / that they had mette

with Tryftram / and foo they praid hym to abyde in their fela-

ufhip / Nay faid fire Triftram / for I muft haue ado with one of

25 your felawes / his name is fyr Bleoberys de ganys / god fpe-

de you wel faid fyr Sagramore and Dodynas / Syre Tryf-

tram departed and rode on ward on his waye /
And thenne

was he ware before hym in a valeye where rode fyr Bleoberys

with fir Segwarydes lady that rode behynde his fquyer vpon
3° a palfroy

C Capitulum yvij

^^^0 HCne fyr Tryftram rode more than a paas vntyl that

1 he had ouertake hym /
Thenne fpak fyr Tryftram aby-

^^J^ de he faid knyght of Arthurs courte / brynge ageyne
that lady or delyuer her to me / I wille doo neyther faid Ble-

35 oberys /
for I drede no Cornyflhe knyght foo fore that me lyfte
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to delyuer her
/ why faid fyr Triftram may not a Cornyfflie kn-

yght doo as wel as another knyght / this fame daye two kn-

yghtes of your Courte withhi this thre myle matte with me /

And or euer we departed / they fonde a Cornyffli knyght go-

od ynough for them bothe /
what were their names faid Bleo- 5

beris / they told me faid fyr Tryftram that the one of them hy-

ghte fyr Sagramore le defyrus / and the other hyghte Dody-

nas le faueage / A faid fyr Bleoberys haue ye met with them

Soo god me helpe they were two good knyghtes and men of

grete worfliip /
And yf ye haue bete them bothe / ye muft nedes 10

be a good knyght /
but yf it foo be / ye haue bete them bothe / yet

fhalle ye not fere me /
but ye fhalle bete me

/ or euer ye haue thys

lady /
Thenne defende you faid fyr Triftram / foo they departed

and c.ime to gyder lyke thonder / and cyder bare other doune

hors and alle to the erthe / Thenne they auoyded their horfes / 15

and laffhed to gyder egerly with fwerdes and myghtely /
now

tracyng and trauerfynge on the ryght hand and on the lyfte

hand more than two houres
/
And fomtyme they raffhed to gy-

der with fuche a myght that they laye bothe grouelynge on the

ground /
Thenne fir Bleoberis de ganys ftarte abak / and faid 20

thus
/
Now gentyl good knyght a whyle hold your handes / &

lete vs fpeke to gyders / Saye what ye wille faid Tryftram / &
I wille anfuere you /

Sire faide Bleoberys I wold wete of

whens ye be
/
and of whom ye be come /

and what is your na-

me
/
Soo god me help faid fyr Tryftram I fere not to telle you 25

my name / Wete ye wel I am kynge Melyodas fone / and my
moder is kyng Markes fifter / and my name is fir Triftram de

Lyonas and kynge Marke is myn vnkel / Truly faid Bleo-

berys I am ryght gladde of you /
for ye are he that flewe mar-

haus the knyght hand for hand in an Hand for the truage of 30

Cornewaile /
Alfo ye ouercame fir Palamydes the good kny-

ght at a turnement in an Hand / where ye bete fir Gawayne &
his nyne fclawes / Soo god me helpe faid fir Tryftram wete

ye wel that I am the fame kny3t / Now I haue told you my
name /

telle me yours with good will / Wete ye wel that my 35

name is fir Bleoberys de ganys / and my broder hyghte fire

Blamore de ganys / that is called a good knyght and we be

fyfler children vnto my lord fir Laucclot du lake that we calle
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one of the bcft knyghtes of the world / That is trouthe faid fir

Triftram / fir Launcelot is called pierlcs of curtofy and of kn-

3'ghthodc / and for his fake faid fir Tryftram I will not with

my good wille fyghte no more with you for the grete loue I

S haue to fir Launcelot du lake
/ In good feith faid Bleobe-

rj's / as for me /
I wille be lothe to fyghte with you / But fy-

then ye folowe me here to haue this lady / I fhal profer you ky-

ndenys curtofy and gentilnes right here vpon this ground /

This lady flialle be betwixe vs bothe
/ and to whome that flie

10 wille go /
lete hym haue her in pees /

I wille wel faid Triftra

For as I deme flie wille leue you / and come to me / ye flialle

preue hit anone faid Bleoberys

C Capitulum yviij

Oo whan flie was fette betwixe them bothe / fhe faj-d

thefe wordes vnto fir Triftram / wete ye wel fyr Trif-

15 ^^^f tram de lyones that but late thou was the man in the

world that I moofl loued and trufted
/'
And I wende thou

haddeft loued me ageyne aboue alle ladyes / But whan thou

faweft this knyght lede me awey thou madeft no chere to refco-

we me / but fuffred my lord Segwarydes ryde after me / but

20 vn tyl that tyme I wend thou haddefl loued me / And ther-

fore now I wille leue the /
and neuer loue the more / & there

with alle fhe went vnto fir Bleoberys / Whan fyr Triftram fa-

we her doo foo / he was wonderly wrothe with that lady & ailia-

med to come to the courte /
fir Triftram faid fir Bleoberys ye

25 are in the defaute / for I here by thefe ladyes wordes / fhe before

this day trufted you aboue alle erthly knyghtes / and as flie

faith ye haue deceyued her / therfore wete ye wel / ther may noo

man hold that wille aweye /
and rather than ye fliold be her-

tely difpleafyd with me
/

I wold ye had her / and flie wold

30 abyde with you / Nay faid the lady / fo god me help I wil ne-

uer goo with hym /
For he that I loued mofi: /

I wende he had

loued me / And therfore fire Tryftram flie faid ryde as thou

cam / for though thou haddest ouercome this kny5t as ye was

lykely / with the neuer wold I haue gone / And I fliall pray

35 this knyghte foo faire of his knyghthode that or euer he paffe
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this countrey /
that he wille lede me to the Abbeyc /

there my lo-

rd fyr Segwarydes lyeth Soo god me helpe faid Bleoberis

I lete yow wete good knyght fire Tryftram by caufe kynge

Marke gaf me the choyfe of a yefte in this courte / and fo this

lady lyked me bed /
Not withltandynge flie is wedded and 5

hath a lord / and I haue fulfylled my queft / flie fliall be fent

vnto her hufband ageyne / And in efpecyal mooft for youre

fake fir Tryflram /
And yf flie wold goo with you /

I wold

ye had her /
I thanke you faid fyr Tryftram / but for her loue

I fhal beware what manere a lady I fhalle loue or trufte /
10

P'or had her lord fyr Segwarydes ben away from the courte

I fhold haue ben the fyrft th>''t Ihold haue folowed yow / but

fythen ye haue refufed me / as I am true knyght I ihalle her

knowe paffyngly wel that I fhal loue or truft / and foo they

took theyr leue one fro thother and departed / And foo fir trif- 'S

tram rode vnto Tyntagyl /
and fyr Bleoberys rode vnto the ab-

bay where fyr fegwarydes lay fore wounded / and there he de-

lyuerd his lady / and departed as a noble knyght / & whan

fir fegwarydes fawe his lady / he was gretely comforted / and

thenne flie told hym that fir Tryftram had done grete bataill 20

with fyre Bleoberys /
and caufed hym to brynge her ageyne /

Thefe wordes pleafyd fir fegwarydes ryght wel that fir trif-

tram wold doo foo moche / and foo that lady told alle the bata-

ill vnto kynge Marke betwixe fyr Tryftram and fir Bleobe-

rys 25

C Capitulum yiy

/^i^Henne whanne this was done / kynge Mark caft al-

d \ weyes in his hert how he myght deftroye fyr Triflram

^^1^ And thenne he ymagyned in hym felf to fende fir trif-

tram in to Irland for la beale Ifoud / For fir Tryftram had

foo preyfed her beaute and her goodnes that kynge Mark fa- 30

id he wold wedde her / where vpon he praid fyr Triftram to ta-

ke his wey in to Irland for hym on meffage / And all this

was done to the entente to flee fyr Triflirani / Not withflandy-

nge fyr Tryftram wold not reffufe the meffage for no dauger

nor peryl that myght falle for the pleafyr of his vnkel / but 35
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to goo he made hym redy in the mofl goodlycfi: wyfc that my-

ght be deuyfed /
For fir Triftram tooke with hym the moofte

goodlj^efl: knyghtes that he myght fynde in the courte / & they

were arayed after the gyfe that was thenne vfed in the goo-

S dlyeft maner / So fir Triftram departed and toke the fee with

alle his felaufliip / And anone as he was in the brode fee / a

tempeft toke hym and his felaufliip and drofe them bak in to

the cofte of Englond /
And there they arryued faft by Came-

lot / and ful fayne they were to take the land / ^ And whan

10 they were landed fir Triftram fette vp his pauelione vpon the

land of Camelot / and there he lete hange his fhelde vpon the

pauelione / And that fame day came two knyghtes of kynge
Arthurs / that one was fir E6tor de marys and fir Morganor
And they touched the fhelde

/
and badde hym come oute of the

15 pauelione for to lufi: and he wold luft / ye fhalle be anfuerd fa-

id fir Triftram and ye wille tarye a lytel whyle /
Soo he made

hym redy /
and fyrfle he fmote doune fir E61:or de marys / and

after he fmote doune fir Morganor alle with one fpere / and fo-

re bryfed them / And whan they laye vpon the erthe / they af-

20 ked fir Triftram what he was / and of what countrey he was

knyghte / Faire lordes faid fir Triftram wete ye wel that I am

of Cornewaile /
Alias faid fire Ector now am I afhamed /

that euer ony Cornyfflie knyghte fliold ouercome me / And

thenne for defpyte fyre E6tor put of his armour fro hym / and

25 wente on foot and wold not ryde

C Capitulum yy

/^^^Henne it felle that fire Bleoberys and fire Blamore

1 de ganys that were bretheren they hadde affomoned the

^^1^ kyng Anguyffiie of Irland for to come to Arthurs

Court vpon payne of forfeture of kyng Arthurs good grace

30 And yf the kynge of Irland came not in at the day affigned

and fette / the kynge fhold lefe his landes / So by hit happend
that at the day affigned kyng Arthur neither fire Launcelot

myght not be there for to gyue the lugement / for kynge Ar-

thur was with fir launcelot at the caftel ioyous gard / And fo
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kynge Arthur affigned kyng Carados and the kyng of fcot-

tes to be there that day as luges / So whan the kynges were

at Camelot / kynge Anguyfflie of Irland was come to kno-

we his accufars / Thcnne was there Blamore de ganys and

appeled the kynge of Irland of treafon / that he hadde flayne 5

a cofyn of his in his courte in Irland by treafon / The kyng
was fore abafflied of his accufacion /

for why / he was come att

the fomons of kynge Arthur / And or that he came at Came-

lot
/
he wift not wherfore he was fente after

/
And whanne the

kyng herd fir Blamor faye his wille / he vnderftood wel there 10

was none other remedy but to anfuere hym knyghtly /
for the

cuftome was fuche in tho dayes /
that and ony man were appe-

aled of ony treafon or murther / he fhold fyghte body for body /

or els to fynde another knyght for hym /
And alle maner of

Murtherers in tho dayes were callid treafon / So whan kyng 15

Anguyffhe vnderftood his accufynge / he was paffynge heuy /

for he knewe fir Blamor de ganys that he was a noble kny-

ght / and of noble knyghtes comen / Thenne the kynge of Ir-

land was fymply purueyed of his anfuere / therfore the lu-

ges gaf hym refpyte by the thyrdde daye to gyue his anfuere /
20

Soo the kynge departed vnto his lodgynge / the mean whyle
ther came a lady by fir Tryftrams pauelione makyng grete do-

le / what eyleth you faid fir Triflram that ye make fuche dole /

A fayre knyght faid the lady I am afliamed onles that fom

good knyght helpe me / for a grete lady of worfliip fente by 25

me a fayre child and a ryche vnto fir launcelot du lake / and

here by there mette with me a knyghte and threwe me doune

fro my palfray and took aweye the child from me / wel my
lady faid fyr Triftram / and for my lord fyr Launcelots fake

I fhalle gete you that child ageyne / or els I flialle be beten 3°

for hit / And foo fire Triftram tooke his hors / and afked the

lady whiche wey the knyght rode / And thenne fhe tolde hym
And he rode after hym / and within a whyle he ouertoke that

knyght /
And thenne fyr Triftram badde hym corne and gyue

ageyne the child 35

C Capitulum m
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/^^l^ lie knyghte torned his hors / and he made hym redy to

M \ fyghtc / And thenne fir Tryftram fmote hym with a

^^i^ fwerd fuche a buffet
/
that he tomblcd to the erthe / And

thenne he yelded hym vnto fir Triftram / thenne come thy waye
S fayd fire Trj'ftram and brynge the child to the lady ageyne /

Soo he took his hors wekely and rode with fir Tryftram / and

thenne by the way fyr Tryftram afked hym his name / Then-

ne he faid my name is Breunis fauntc pyte / Soo whanne he

hadde delyuerd that child to the lady / he faid
/

fir as in this the

lo child is wcl remedyed / Thenne fir Tryftram Ictc hym goo a-

geyne that fore reyentyd hym after
/ for he was a grete foo vn-

to many good knyghtcs of kynge arthurs courte / ^ Thenne

whan fir Triltram was in his pauelione / Gouernaile his man

cam / and told hym how that kynge anguyfflie of Irland was

'5 come thyder / and he was putte in grete diftreffe
/
and there go-

uernaile told fir Tryftram / how kynge anguyfflie was fomo-

ned and appealed of murther / Soo god me help faid fir Trif-

tram thefe ben the beft tydynges that euer came to me this vii ye-

re / for now flialle the kynge of Irland haue nede of my helpe

20 for I dare faye there is no knyght in this countrey that is not

of arthurs courte dare doo bataillc with fyre Blamore de ga-

nys / and for to wynne the loue of the kyng of Irland I wil

take the batail vpon me / and therfor gouernaile brynge me I

charge the to the kyng / Thenne Gouernaile wentc vnto kynge
2S anguyfflie of Irland and fakwed hym fayre / the kynge wel-

comed hym / and afi<ed hym what he wolde / Syr faide Gouer-

naile
/ here is a knyghte nere hande that defyreth to fpeke with

you / he badde me faye he wolde doo you feruyfe / what Knyght
is he faide the Kynge / fyr he faid hit is fir Triftram du fyonas

30 that for your good grace ye fhewed hym in your landes wyll

rewarde you in thefe countreyes /
Come on felawe faid the ky-

nge with me anone / and fliewe me vnto fir Tryftram / foo the

Kyng took a lytel hackney and but fewe felaufliip with him

vntyl he came vnto fir Triftrams pauelione / and whanne fyre

35 Tryftram fawe the Kynge / he ranne vnto hym and wold haue

holden his ftyrope / But the kynge lepte from his hors lyght-

ly /
and eyther halfed other in armes / my gracious Lord fayde

fire Tryftram gramercy of your grete goodneffes fliewed vn-
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to me in your marches and landes / And at that tyme I pro-

myfed you to doo my feruyfe / and euer it laye in my power /
&

gentyl knyght faid the kynge vnto fir Triftram /
now haue I

grete nede of you /
neuer had I foo grete nede of no knyghtes

helpe / How foo my good lord faid fire Tryftram / I fhalle telle j

you faid the kynge I am affomoned and appeled fro my co-

untrey for the deth of a knyght that was kyn vnto the good

knyght fir Launcelot / wherfor fir Blamor de ganys broder to

fir Bleoberys hath appeled me to fyghte with hym / outher to

fynde a knyght in my ftede
/
And wel I wote faid the kyng 10

thefe that are come of kynge Bans blood as fir Launcelot &
thefe other are paffynge good knyghtes and hard men for to

Wynne in bataille as ony that I knowe now lyuynge / Syre

faid fir Tryftram /
for the good lordfliip ye fhewed me in Ir-

land and for my lady youre doughters fake / La Beale I- 15

foud I wille take the bataille for you vpon this condycyon /

that ye fhalle graute me two thynges /
that one is that ye fhal

fwere to me that ye are in the ryght that ye were neuer confen-

tynge to the kny3tes dethe / Syr thenne faid fir Triftram when

that I haue done this bataille yf god yeue me grace that I 20

fpede that ye flialle gyue me a reward what thynge refonable

that I wille afke of you / Soo god me help faid the kyng ye

fhal haue what fomeuer ye will afke / It is wel faid /
faid fir

Tryftram

C Capitulum rrii

mOw make your anfuer that youre Champyon is redy 25

For I fhalle dye in your quarel rather than to be ra-

creaunt /
I haue no doubte of you faid the kynge / that and ye

fhold haue adoo with fir Launcelot du lake / Syr faid fir Trif-

tram as for fire Launcelot he is called the nobleft knyghte of

the worlde / And wete ye wel that the knyghtes of his blood 30

are noble men and drede fhame / And as for Bleoberys broder

to fyr Blamor I haue done bataille with hym / therfore vpon

my hede /
it is no fhame to call hym a good knyght / It is noy-

fed faid the kynge /
that Blamor is the hardyer knyghte / fire

as for that lete hym be / he fhal neuer be refufed / & as he were 35
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the beft knyglit that now bereth flielde or fpere / Soo kyng An-

guyfflie departed vnto kyngc Carados / and the kynges that

were that tyme as luges / and told hern that he hadde fonde

his champyon redy / Thenne by the commaundementes of the

S kynges fir Blamor de ganys and fire Triftram were fente for

to here the charge / And whan they were come beforne the lu-

ges / there were many kynges and knyghtes biheld fire Trif-

tram / and moche fpeche they had of hym by caufe he flewe fir

Marhaus the good knyght / and by caufe he foriufled fir Pa-

10 lamydes the good knyght / ^ So when they had taken theire

charge / they withdrewe hem to make hem redy to doo bataile /

Thenne faid fir Bleoberys to his broder fir Blamore / fayr de-

re broder remembre of what kyn we be come of / and what a

man is fir launcelot du lake / neyther ferther nor nere but bro-

15 ther children / and ther was neuer none of oure kyn that euer

was fhamed in bataille / and rather fuffre deth broder than to

be fliamed / Broder faid Blamore haue you no doute of me / for

I flial neuer fliame none of my blood / hou be it I am fure

that yonder knyghte is called a paffynge good knyght as of

20 his tyme one of the world
/ yet fiial I neuer yelde me nor fay

the lothe word / wel may he happen to fmyte me doun with his

grete my3t of chyualry / but rather flialle he flee me than I fhal

yelde me as recreaunt / God fpede you wel faid Bleoberys for

ye flial fynde hym the myghtyeft knyght that euer ye hadde a-

25 do with all
/

for I knowe hym for I haue had ado with hym
God me fpede faid Blamor de ganys / and therwith he tooke

his hors at the one ende of the lyftes / and fire Tryftram atte

other ende of the lyftes /
and foo they feutryd theyre fperes / &

came to gyders as it had ben thonder /
and there fir Triftram

30 thorou grete myght fmote doune fir Blamore and his hors to

the erthe / Thenne anone fir Blamor auoyded his hors and

pulled oute his fwerd
/
and threwe his flielde afore hym / and

badde fir Tryftram alyghte / for though an hors hath failed me
I trufte to god the erthe wil not faile me / And thenne fyre

35 Tryftram alyght and dreffid hym vnto batail / and there they
lafflied to gyder ftrongly as racyng and tracyng / foynynge
and daffliyng many fad ftrokes that the kynges and knygh-
tes had grete wonder that they myghte flande / for euer they

[leaf 153* verso]



MooC viii.] [ o°7 ] [Cbap. rfitt-

fought lyke wood men fo that there were neuer knyghtes fe-

ne fyghte more fyerfly than they dyd / for fire Blamore was

fo hafty he wold haue no reft that alio men wondred that they

had brethe to ftande on their feet / and alle the place was blo-

dy that they fought in
/
And at the lafle fyre Triftram fmote

fir Blamor fuche a buffet vpon the helme that he there felle do-

une vpon his fyde /
and fir Tryftram ftode and beheld hym /

C Capitulum yyiij

M \ Henne whan fir Blamor myghte fpeke / he faid thus

^^1^ Syre Triftram de Lyones I requyre the as thou art

a noble knyghte and the beft knyghte that euer I fond that lo

thou wilt flee me oute /
for I wold not lyue to be made lord

of alle the erth / for I haue leuer dye with worfhip than lyue

with fhame / and nedes fir Triftram thou muft flee me / or els

thou flialt neuer wynne the feld / for I wille neuer faye the

lothe word / And therfore yf thou dare flee me / flee me / I re- 15

quyre the / Whanne fir Triftram herd hym faye foo knyghtely /

he wyfte not what to doo with hym /
he remembryng hym of bo-

the partyes of what blood he was comen / and for fir Launce-

lots fake he wold be lothe to flee hym / and in the other party
in no wyfe he myghte not chefe / but that he muft make hym to 20

faye the lothe word or els to flee hym / Thenne fyre Triftram

flarte abak and went to the kynges that were luges / and ther

he kneled doun to fore hem and befoughte hem for their wor-

fliippes and for kynge Arthurs and fir Laucelots fake that

they wold take this mater in theyr handes
/ For my fayre lor- 25

des faid fir triftram hit were fhame and pyte / that this noble

knyght that yonder lyeth fhold be flayne / for ye here wel / fha-

med wille he not be
/ and I pray to god that he neuer be flayne

nor fliamed for me
/
And as for the kyng for whome I fyghte

fore I flialle requyre hym as I am his true champyon and 30

true knyght in this felde that he wille haue mercy vpon this

knyghte / So god me helpe faid kynge Anguyfflie I wil for

your fake fyre trifliram be ruled as ye wylle haue me / For I

knowe you for my true knyghte / ^ And therfore I
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wylle hertely pray the kynges that ben here as luges to take

hit in theire handes / And the kynges that were luges called

fyr Bleoberys to them /
and aflved hym his aduyfe ^ My lor-

des faid Bleoberys / though my broder be beten and hath the

5 wers thorou myghte of armes I dare faye though fyre Tryf-

tram hath beten his body /
he hath not beten his herte /

and I

thanke god he is not fliamed this daye /
And rather than he

fliold be fliamed /
I requyre you fayd Bleoberys lete fir Trif-

tram flee hym oute / It flialle not be foo faid the kynges /
for

10 his parte aduerfary bothe the kynge and the champyon haue

pyte of fyre Blamors knyghthode / My lordes faid Bleoberys

I wille ryght wel as ye wille /

^ Thenne the kynges called the kynge of Irland and fond

hym goodely and tretabyl / And thenne by alle their aduyfes

'5 fyre Triftram and fyre Bleoberys toke vp fire Blamore / and

the two bretheren were accorded with kynge Anguyfflie /
and

kyffed and made frendys for euer / And thenne fire Blamor

and fire Tryftram kyffed to gyders / and there they made the-

ir othes that they wold neuer none of them two bretheren fy-

20 ghte with fyre Tryftram /
and fyre Tryftram made the fame oth

And for that gentyl bataille alle the blood of fyre Launcelot

loued fire Tryftram for euer /

^ Thenne kynge Anguyfflie and fyre Triftram toke theire le-

ue ande failed in to Irland with grete nobleffe and ioye /
25 ^ Soo whanne they were in Irland / the kynge lete make it

knowen thoroute alle the land how and in what manere fyre

Tryftram had done for hym ^ Thenne the Ouene
and alle that there were made the mooft of hym that they my-
ghte / But the Ioye that la beale Ifoud made of fyr Triftram

30 there myghte no tonge telle /
for of alle men erthely fhe loued

hym mooft

C Capitulum yyiiij

Henne vpon a daye kynge Anguyffhe aflvcd fyr Trif-

tram why he afl<ed not his bone / For what fomeuer he

had promyfed hym / he fliold haue hit withoute fayle
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Syre fayd fire Tryftram now is hit tyme this is alle that I

wylle defyre that ye wylle gyue me la beale Ifoud youre do-

ughter not for my felf but for myn vnkel kynge Marke that

flialle haue her to wyf /
for foo haue I promyfed hym /

Alias

faid the kynge I had leuer than alle the land that I haue / 5

ye wold wedde her youre felf / Syre and I dyd than I were

fhamed for euer in this world
/
and fals of my promyfe /

Therfore faid fire Tryftram I praye you hold your promyfe

that ye promyfed me
/

for this is my defyre that ye wylle gyue
me la Beale Ifoud to goo with me in to Cornewaile for to 10

be wedded to kynge Marke myn vnkel / ^ As for that fayd

kynge Anguyffhe ye flialle haue her with you to doo with her

what it pleafe you / that is for to faye yf that ye lyft to wedde

her your felf that is me leueft
/
And yf ye wille gyue her vnto

kynge Marke youre vnkel that is in youre choyfe / 15

^ Soo to make fliort conclufion la beale Ifoud was made re-

dy to goo with fyre Tryftram and dame Bragwayne wente

with her for her chycf gentylwoman with many other / thenne

the quene Ifouds moder gaf to her and dame Bragwayne her

doughters gentilwoman and vnto Gouernaile a drynke and 20

charged them that what day kynge Marke fliold wedde that

fame daye they fliold gyue hym that drynke / foo that kynge
Marke flaold drynke to la beale Ifoud / and thenne faid the

Quene I vndertake eyther flialle loue other the dayes of their

lyf / Soo this drynke was yeuen vnto dame Bragwayne and ^5

vnto Gouernaile /
And thenne anone fyre Tryftram tooke the

fee / and la Beale Ifoud / and whan they were in theire ca-

ban hit happed foo that they were thurfty / and they fawe a ly-

tyl flacked of gold ftande by them / and hit femed by the co-

loure and the tafte that it was noble wyn /
3°

Thenne fire Tryftram toke the flacket in his hand / and fa-

yd Madame Ifoud here is the beft drynke that euer ye drank

that dame Bragwayne youre mayden and Gouernayle my
feruaunt haue kepte for them felf / Thenne they lough and ma-

de good chere and eyther dranke to other frely / and they tho- 35

ughte neuer drynke that euer they dranke to other was foo

fwete nor foo good / But by that theyr drynke was in their
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bodyes / they loued eyther other fo wel that neuer thcyr loue de-

parted for wele ncyther for wo / And thus it happed the loue

fyrfte betwixe fire Triftram and la beale Ifoud
/
the whiche

loue neuer departed the dayes of their lyf / foo thenne they fay-

5 led tyl by fortune they came nyghe a caftel that hyght Pluere

And there by arryucd for to repofe them wenyng to them to ha-

ue hadde good herborou} /
but anon as fir Tryftram was with-

in the caftel / they were taken pryfoners / for the cuftomme of the

caftel was fuche who that rode by that caftel and brought ony

10 lady he muft nedes fyghte with the lord that hyghte Breunor

And yf it were foo that Breunor wanne the feld
/
thenne fli-

old the knyght ftraunger and his lady be putte to dethe what

that euer they were
/
and yf hit were fo that the ftraunge kny-

ghte wanne the feld of fir Breunor / thenne fliold he dye and

'5 his lady bothe
/

this cuftome was vfed many wynters / for hit

was called the caftel pluere that is to faye the wepynge caftel

C Capitulum yyv

"TV
I Hus as fire Tryftram and la beale Ifoud were in pry-

^^J^ fon / hit happed a knyght and a lady came vnto them /

where they were to chere them /
I haue merueille faid Triftram

20 vnto the kny5t and the lady what is the caufe the lord of this

Caftel holdeth vs in pryfon /
hit was neuer the cuftome of no

place of worfhip that euer I came in
/
whan a knyghte and a

lady afked herborugh / and they to receyue hem / & after to def-

troye them that ben his geftes / Syr faid the kny5t this is the

25 old cuftome of this cartel that whan a knyght cometh here / he

muft nedes fyghte with our lord /
and he that is weyker mufte

lefe his hede
/ And whan that is done yf his lady that he bryn-

geth /
be fouler than our lordes wyf/flie muft lefe her heede / And

yf fhe be fayrer preued than is oure lady / thenne fhal the la-

30 dy of this caftel lefe her heede
/ Soo god me help faid fire Trif-

tram this is a fowle cuftome and a fhameful / But one auau-

tage haue I faid fir Tryftram I haue a lady is fayre ynou3

fayrer fawe I neuer in alle my lyfe dayes / And I doubte
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not for lack of beaute fhe flialle not lefe her heed /
and rather

than I fliold lefe my heede I wille fyghte for hit on a fayre

felde
/ ^ Wherfore Syre knyght I pray

you telle your lord that I wille be redy as to morne with my
lady and my felfe to doo batail yf hit be fo I maye haue my j

hors and myne armour
/ Syre faid that knyght I vndertake

that youre defyre flialle be fpedde ryght wel /

And thenne he fayd take youre reft and loke that ye be vp by

tymes and make you redy and your lady / for ye fliall wan-

te no thynge that you behoueth /
and ther with he departed and 10

on the morne by tymes that fame knyghte came to fire Tryf-

tram and fetched hym oute and his lady & brou^tc hym hors

and armour that was his owne
/
and badde hym make hym

redy to the feld
/

for alle the efl;ates and comyns of that lord-

fhip were there redy to behold that bataille and lugement / 15

^ Thenne came fyre Breunor the lord of that Caftel wyth
his lady in his hand muffeld / and afked fyre Tryftram whe-

re was his lady /
for and thy lady be fayrer than myn wyth

thy fwerd fmyte of my ladyes hede
/
and yf my lady be fayrer

than myn /
with my fwerd I mufle ftryke of her heed /

And 20

yf I maye wynne the / yet flialle thy lady be myne /
and thou

Ihalt lefe thy hede / ^ Syre faid Tryftram this is

a fowle cuftome and horryble / and rather than my lady fliold

lefe her heed / yet had I leuer lefe my hede
/

^ Nay nay faid fire Breunor the ladyes flialle be fyrft flie- 25

wed to gyder / and the one flialle haue her lugement / Nay I

wille not foo faid fire Triftram
/ For here is none that wille

gyue ryghteuous lugement / But I doubte not faid fir Trif-

tram my lady is fayrer than thyne /
And that wille I preue

and make good with my hand
/
And who fomeuer he be that 3°

wille faye the contrary I wille preue hit on his hede

And there with fire Triftram fliewed la beale Ifoud / and

torned her thryes aboute with his naked fwerd in his hand

And whanne fyre Breunor fawe that he dyd the fame wy-
fe tome his lady / But whanne fyre Breunor beheld la beale 35

Ifoud
/ hym thoughte he fawe neuer a fayrer lady /

and then-

ne he dradde his ladyes hede (hold be of
/
and foo al the peple
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that were there prefent gaf lugement that la beale Ifoiid was

the fayrer lady and the better made / how now faid fir Triftra

me femeth it were pyte that my lady fhold lofe her heed /
but

by caufe thou and flie of long tyme haue vfed this wycked cuf-

5 tome /
and by you bothc haue many good knyghtes and la-

dyes ben deftroyed / for that caufe it were no loffe to deftroye

you bothe / Soo god me help faid fir Breunor for to faye the

fo/he / thy lady is fayrer than myn / and that me fore repenteth

And foo I here the peple pryuely faye / for alle wymmen I

10 fawe none foo fayre / and therfor and thou wilt flee my lady

I doute not but I fhal flee the and haue thy lady / ^ Thou

iTialt Wynne her faid fir Tryftram as dere as euer kny5t wan

lady / And by caufe of thyn owne lugement as thou woldefl;

haue done to my lady yf that flie had ben fouler
/ and by caufe

• 5 of the evyl cuflome gyue me thy lady faid Tryftram /
& there

with alle fir Triftram flrode vnto hym and toke his lady from

hym / and with an auke flroke he fmote of her hede clene / wel

knyght faid fir Breunor now haft thou done me a defpyte /

C Capitulum yyvj

l-^-l Ow take thyn hors fythen I am lady les I wil vvyn

~° 11 ^^y ^^^y ^"*^ ^ '^^y I
thenne they took their horfes / &

came to gyders as hit had ben the thonder / and fire Tryftram
fmote fir Breunor clene from his hors / and ly3tely he rofe vp
And as fir Tryftram came ageyne by hym / he threft his hors

thorou oute both the fliolders that his hors hurled here and the-

25 re
/
and felle dede to the ground /

And euer fir Breunor ranne

after to haue flayne fire Triftram / but fire Triftram was ly-

ght and nymel and voyded his hors lightely / And or euer

fir Tryftram myght dreffe his flield and his fwerd
/
the other

gaf hym thre or foure fadde ftrokes ^ Thenne they

30 rafflied to gyders like two bores tracyng and trauercyng my3-
tely and wyfely as two noble knyghtes /

For this fire Breu-

nor was a proued knyghte and hadde ben or than the dethe of

many good knyghtes / that it was pyte that he had fo long en-

dured /
Thus they fou5t hurlyng here & there ny3 two houres &
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eyder were wounded fore
/
thenne at the laft fir Breunor raff-

hed vpon fir Tryftram and tooke hym in his armes / for he tr-

ufted moche to his flrengthe /
Thenne was fir Tryftram called

the ftrengeft and the hyeft knyght of the world
/
For he was

called byggar than fir laucelot
/
but fir Launcelot was better 5

brethed / Soo anone fire Tryftram thruft fyr Breunor doune

grouelynge /
and thenne he vnlaced his helme /

and ftrake of

his hede
/
And thenne al they that longed to the caftel cam to

hym and dyd hym homage and feaute prayenge hym / that he

wold abyde there ftylle a litel whyle to fordo that foule cuflom 1°

Syr Tryftram graunted ther to
/
the meane whyle one of the

knyghtes of the caftel rode vnto fire Galahad the haut prynce

the whiche was fir Breunors fone / whiche was a noble kny5t

and told hym what myfauenture his fader hadde and his mo-

der 15

C Capitulum yyvij

/^fc^ Henne came fir Galahad and the kyng with the hon-

/ 1 derd knyghtes with hym /
and this fyr Galahad pro-

^^^ fered to fyghte with fir Tryftram hand for hand
/
and

foo they made them redy to go vnto bataile on horfbak with gre-

te courage / Thenne fir Galahad and fir Tryftram mette to gy- 20

ders foo hard that eyder bare other doune hors and alle to the

erthe /
And thene they auoyded their horfes as noble knyghtes

and dreffid theire flieldes and drewe their fwerdes with Ire &
rancour /

and they lafflied to gyder many fadde ftrokes
/
and one

whyle ftrykynge another whyle foynynge / tracynge and tra- 25

uerfynge as noble knyghtes / thus they fought long nere half

a day and eyder were fore wounded
/ At the laft fire Tryftram

waxed lyghte and bygge / and doubled his ftrokes and drofe

fyr Galahad abak on the one fyde and on the other /
fo that he

was lyke to haue ben flayne / With that came the kynge with 30

the honderd Icnyghtes and all that felaufliip went fyerfiy vp-

on fir Triftram
/
whan fir Tryftram fawe them comyng vpon

hym / thenne he wift wel he myghte not endure
/ ^ Tht-ne as a

wyfe knyght of werre he faid to fir Galahaud the haut prynce

fyre ye fhewe to me no knyghthode for to fuffre alle youre men 35

to haue adoo with me al at ones
/ ^ And as me femeth ye be a
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noble knyghte of your handes / hit is grete fliame to you / So

god me helpe faid fire Galahad there is none other waye but

thou muft yelde the to me
/ outher els to dye faid fir Galahad

to fir Tryftram I wille rather yelde me to you than dye /
for

5 that is more for the myght of your men than of your handes
/

And ther with alle fir Tryflram tooke his owne fuerd by the

poynte /
and put the pomel in the hand of fir Galahad / there

with alle came the kynge with the honderd knyghtes / and

hard beganne to affaylle fir Tryftram / lete be faid fir Galahad

10 be ye not foo hardy to touche hym / for I haue gyuen this kny-

ght his lyf /
that is youre fhame faid the kynge with the C

knyghtes /
hath he not flayne your fader and your moder / As

for that faid fyre Galahad I may not wyte hym gretely for

my fader had hym in pryfon / and enforced hym to doo bataill

IS with hym /
and my fader had fuche a cuftomme that was a fha-

mcful cuftome that what knyght came there to afke herborouh

his lady muft nedes deye but yf flie were fayrer than my mo-

der /
And yf my fader ouercame that knyght he muft nedes de-

ye /
This was a fhameful cuftomme and vfage / a knyghte

20 for his herberowe afkynge to haue fuche herborage / ^ And for

this cuftomme I wold neuer drawe aboute hym / So god me

helpe faid the kynge this was a fliameful cuftomme / Truly
faid fyre Galahad foo femed me / and me femed it had ben

grete pyte that this knyght (hold haue ben flayne / for I dare

25 faye he is the nobleft man that bereth lyf / but yf it were fir lau-

celot du lake / Now fayre knyght faid fir Galahad I reauyre

the telle me thy name /
and of whens thou arte / and whyder

thou wolt / Syr he faid my name is fir Tryftram du lyones &
from kynge Marke of Cornewaile I was fente on meffage

30 vnto kynge Anguyffhe of Irland for to fetche his doughter

to be his wyf / & here fhe is redy to go with me into Cornewai-

le
/
and her name is la beale Ifoud / and /

fir Tryftram faid fir

Galahad the haut prynce /
wel be ye fonde in thefe marches / &

foo ye wille promyfe me to goo vnto fyr Launcelot du lake /

35 and accompanye with hym / ye ihalle goo where ye wylle / and

your fayre lady with you /
And I flialle promyfe you neuer

in al my dayes fhal fuche cuftommes be vfed in this caftel as

haue ben vfed / Syr faid fyre Tryftram now I lete you wete
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foo god me helpe I wende ye had ben fyr launcelot du lake /

whan I fawe you fyrfte / and therfore I dredde you the more

And fire I promyfe you faid fir Triftram as foone as I may
I wille fee fir launcelot / and enfelaufhippe me with hym / for

of alle the knyghtes of the world I mooft defyre his felau- S

ftiip

C Capitulum yyviii

HNd
thene fir Triftram took his leue whan he fawe his

tyme and tooke the fee
/
And the meane whyle word

came vnto fir Launcelot and to fir Tryftram that fire

Carados the myghty kynge that was made lyke a gyaunt / 10

that fought with fir Gawayn and gaf hym fuche ftrokes that

he fwouned in his fadel /
and after that he took hym by the col-

ler
/
and pulled hym oute of his fadel

/
and faft bounde hym to

the fadel bowe /
and fo rode his wey with hym toward his caf-

tell /
And as he rode by fortune fir Launcelot mette with fire 15

Carados and anone he knewe fire Gawayne /
that lay bounde

after hym /
A faid fir Launcelot vnto fire Gawayne how ftande

it with you / Neuer fo hard faid fir gawayn onles that ye helpe

me
/

for fo god me help without ye refcowe me I knowe no kn-

yght that may but outher you or fyr Tryftram / where for fir 20

Launcelot was heuy of fir Gawayns wordes / And thenne fir

Launcelot bad fir Carados leye doune that knyghte / & fyghte

with me /
thou arte but a foole faide fire Carados / for I wylle

ferue you in the fame wyfe /
as for that faid fir Launcelot fpa-

re me not
/

for I warne the I wille not fpare the / And then- 25

ne he bond fir Gawayne hand and foot / and fo threwe hym to

the ground /
And thenne he gate his fpere of his fquyer / and

departed from fyr launcelot to fetche his cours / and foo eyther

met with other /
and brake their fperes to their handes / & then-

ne they pulled out fwerdes /
and hurtled to gyders on horftjak 3°

more than an houre
/
And at the lafte fire launcelot fmote fir

Carados fuche a buffet vpon the helme that it perched his bra-

yne pan / So thenne fir Launcelot toke fir Carados by the col-

ler and pulled hym vnder his hors feet / And thenne he aly5te

and pulled of his helme
/
and ftrake of his hede / And thenne 35
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fir Launcclot vnbounde fir Gawayne / foo this fame tale was

told to fir Galahad and to fir Tryfl:ram / here maye ye here the

noblenes that foloweth fir launcelot /
Alias faid fyr Tryftram

and I had not this mcffage in hand with this fayre lady /

S truly I wold ncuer ftynte or I had fonde fyre Launcelot /

Thenne fire Tryfl:ram and la beale Ifoud wente to the fee &
came in to Cornewaile / and there alle the barons mette hem

/

C Capitulum yiy

HNd
anone they were rychely wedded with grete nob-

ley /
But euer as the frenffiie book fayth fir Tryftram

and la beale Ifoud loued euer to gyders / ^ Thenne

was there grete lufles and grete torneyenge / and many lor-

des and ladyes were at that feeft / and fir Tryftram was moft

pre}-fed of alle other /
thus dured the feeft longe /

and after

the feeft was done
/
within a lytel whyle after by the affent of

'5 tv/o ladyes that were with quene Ifoud / they ordeyned for

hate and enuy for to deftroye dame Bragwayne / that was

mayden and lady vnto la beale Ifoud
/
and flic was fente in

to the foreft for to fetche herbes / & there fhe was mette & bo-

unde feete and hand to a tree /
and foo fhe was bounden thre

20 dayes /
And by fortune fir Palamydes fond dame Bragwa-

yne /
and there he delyuerd her from the dethe / and brought her

to a nonnery there befyde for to be recouerd / whanne Ifoud the

quene myft her mayden / wete ye wel flie was ryght heuy as e-

uer was ony quene /
for of alle erthely wymmen flie loued her

-5 beft
/
the caufe was for flie came with her oute of her countreye /

And foo vpon a day quene Ifoud walked in to the foreft to

putte aweye her thoughtes / and ther flie wente her felf vnto a

welle /
and made grete mone /

and fodenly there came Palamy-

des to her
/
and had herd alle her complaynte / and fayd Mada-

30 me Ifoud and ye wille graunte me my bone /
I flialle bryn-

ge to you dame Bragwayne fauf and found / And the que-

ne was fo glad of his profer / that fodenly vnauyfed flie grau-

ted alle his afkynge / wel madame faid Palamydes I truft

to your promyfe /
And yf ye wille abyde here half an houre / I

35 flial brynge her to you /
I fliall abyde you faid la beale Ifoud
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And fir Palamydes rode forth his way to that iionnery /
and

lyghtly he came ageyne with dame Bragwayne /
but by her

good wille fhe wold not haue comen ageyne / by caufe for loue

of the quene (he ftood in aueture of her lyf / Notwithftandyng

half ageynft her wille flie wente with fir Palamydes vnto the 5

quene /
And whan the quene fawe her / flie was paflyng glad

Now madame faid Palamydes remembre vpon your promy-

fe / for I haue fulfilled my promyfe /
Sir Palamydes faid the

quene I wote not what is your defyre /
But I wille that ye

wete how be it I promyfed you largely I thought none euyl 10

nor I warne you none ylle wille I doo / Madame faid fir pa-

lamydes /
as at this tyme ye fhalle not knowe my defyre / but

bifore my lord your hufband there fhalle ye knowe that I wil

haue my defyre that ye haue promyfed me
/ And therwith the

quene departed and rode home to the kynge /
and fir palamy- 15

des rode after her
/
And whan fyr Palamydes came before the

kynge /
he faid fir kyng I requyre you as ye be a ryghteuous

kynge that ye wille luge me the ryght /
Telle me your caufe fa-

id the kynge and ye flialle haue ryght /

C Capitulum yyy

SYre

faid Palamydes I promyfed your Ouene Ifoud 20

to brynge ageyne dame Bragwayne that flie had loft

vpon this couenaunt that flie fhold graunte me a bone

that I wold afke / and without grutchynge outher auyfemet

fhe graunted me /
what faye ye my lady faid the kynge / hit is

as he faith foo god me help faid the quene /
to faye the fothe

/
I 25

promyfed hym his afl<ynge for loue and ioye that I had to

fee her /
Wei madame faid the kynge / and yf ye were hafty to

graunte hym what bone he wold afke / I wylle wel that ye

performe your promyfe /
Thenne faid Palamydes I will that

ye wete that I wille haue your quene to lede her and gouerne 3°

her where as me lyft /
There with the kynge ftood ftyll and be-

thought hym of fir Tryftram /
and demed that he wold refco-

we her / And thenne haftely the kynge anfuerd take her with

the aduetures that fhal falle of hit
/

for as I fuppofe thou wylt
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not enioye her noo vvhyle /
As for that faid Palamydes I dare

ryght wel abyde the aduenture /
and foo to make fliort tale

/
fir

Palamydes toke her by the hand /
and faid Madame grutche

not to goo with me /
for I defyre no thynge but your own pro-

S myfe /
As for that faid the quene I fere not gretely to go with

the /
hou be it thou hafl: me at auauntage vpon my promyfe /

For I doute not I flialle be worfliipfully refcowed from the /

As for that faid fir Palamydes be it as it be maye /
So quene

Ifoud was fette behynde Palamydes /
and rode his way /

anon

10 the kynge fente after fyr Tryftram / but in no wyfe he coude be

foude /
for he was in the foreil: an huntyng /

for that was alwe-

yes his cuftome /
but yf he vfed armes /

to chafe and to hunte

in the forefiies /
Alias faid the kynge now I am fhamed for

euer that by myn owne affente my lady and my quene fhalle

IS be deuoured /
Thenne came forth a knyght his name was 1am-

begus /
and he was a knyght of fyr Tryftram / My lord fayd

this knyght fythe ye haue trufiie in my lord fire Triftram /
we-

te ye wel for his fake I wille ryde after your quene and re-

fcowe her
/
or els I flial be beten / Gramercy faide the kynge / &

20 I lyue fir Lambegus I flial deferue hit /
And thenne fir Lam-

begus armed hym /
and rode after as faft as he myghte / And

thenne within a whyle he ouertoke fir Palamydes /
And then-

ne fir Palamydes lefte the quene /
what arte thou faide Pala-

mydes /
arte thou Tryftram / nay he faide I am his feruaunte /

25 and my name is Lambegus /
that me repenteth faide Pala-

mydes /
I hadde leuer thou haddeft ben fire Tryftram / I bileue

you wel faid Lambegus /
but when thou meteft with fir Tryf-

tram thou fhalt haue thy handes ful / And thenne they hurtled

to gyders and alle to brafle their fperes /
and thenne they pul-

30 led oute their fwerdes /
and hewed on helmes and hauberkes /

At the lafte fire Palamydes gaf fir Lambegus fuche a wound

that he felle doun lyke a dede knyghte to the erthe /
Thenne he lo-

ked after la beale Ifoud
/
and thene fhe was gone he nyfl: whe-

re /
wete ye wel fir Palamydes was neuer foo heuy / So the qu-

35 ene ranne in to the foreft
/
and there fhe fond a wel /

and theryn

fhe hadde thoughte to haue drouned her felf /
And as good for-

tune wold ther came a knyght to her that hadde a Caftel ther-

by his name was fire Adtherp / And when he fonde the quene
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in that mefchyef / he refcowed her / and broughte her to his caf-

tel / And whanne he vvyft what flie was he armed hym / and

tool: his hors and faid / he wold be auengyd vpon palamydes

and foo he rode on tyll he mette with hym / and there fir Pala-

mydes wounded hym fore
/
and by force he made hym to telle 5

hym the caufe why he dyd bataille with hym / and how he had

ladde the quene vnto his caftel / Now brynge me there faid pa-

lamydes or thou fhalt dye of my handes
/ Sir faid fir Adtherp

I am foo wounded I may not folowe / but ryde you this way
and hit fhalle brynge you in to my caftel / and there within is 10

the quene /
Thenne fire Palamydes rode flyll tyl he came to the

Caftel / And at a wyndowe La Beale Ifoud fawe fir Pa-

lamydes /
thenne fhe made the yates to be fhette ftrongly / And

whan he fawe he myght not come within the caftel / he putte of

his brydel and his fadel / and putte his hors to pafture / and is

fette hym felf doune atte gate lyke a man that was oute of

his wytte that retchyd not of hym felf /

C Capitulum yyyj

mOw torne we vnto fir Triftram that whanne he was

come home / and wyfte la Beale Ifoud was gone
with fyr Palamydes wete ye wel he was wrothe oute of me- 20

fure /
Alias faid fir Tryftram I am this day fliamed / Thenne

he cryed to Gouernaile his man / hafte the that I were armed

and on horfbak
/

for wel I wote Lambegus hath no myghte
nor ftrengthe to withftande fir Palamydes / Alias that I haue

not ben in his ftede / Soo anone as he was armed and horfed 25

fir Triftram and Gouernaile rode after in to the foreft / and

within a whyle he fond his knyght Lambegus al mooft wou-

ded to the dethe / and fyre Tryftram bare hym to a fofter / and

charged hym to kepe hym wel / And thenne he rode forth and

there he fond fyr Adtherp fore wounded / and he told hym hou 30

the quene wold haue drouned her felf had not he ben / And
how for her fake & loue he had taken vpon hym to doo bataille

with fir Palamydes / where is my lady faid fire Tryftram /

Syr faid the knyght fhe is fure ynough within my Caftel / &
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fhc can hold her within hit / Gramercy faid fyre Tryflram of

thy grete goodenes / and foo he rode tyl he came nyghe to that

Cnflcl /
and thenne fyr Tryflram fawe where fyr Palamydes

fat at the gate fiepynge / and his hors paftured faft afore hym
5 Now goo thou Gouernaile faid fire Trifbram

/
and byd hym

awake
/
and make hym rcdy / So Gouernayle rode vnto hym /

and faid fir Palamydes aryfe and take to the thyn harneis

but he was in fuche a fludy he herd not what Gouernayle faid

So Gouernaile came ageyne and told fyre Tryflram he fle-

10 pte or els he was madde
/ Goo thou ageyne faid fire Triftram /

and bydde hym aryfe /
and telle hym that I am here his mor-

tal foo / So Gouernaile rode ageyne and putte vpon hym the

but of his fpere /
and faid fir Palamydes make the redy /

for

wete ye wel fyr Triftram houeth yonder and fendeth the word

15 he is thy mortal foo /
And there with all fire Palamydes arofe

ftylly withoute wordes and gate his hors / and fadeled hym /

and brydeled hym / and lyghtely he lepte vpon / and gat his

fpere in his hand
/
and eyder feutryd their fperes and hurt-

led fafte to gyders /
and there Triftram fmote doune fire Pa-

20 lamydes ouer his hors tayle /
Thenne lightely fire Palamydes

putte his fheld afore hym and drewe his fwerd / And there

beganne ftronge bataill on bothe partyes / for both they fought

for thr loue of one lady /
and euer flie laye on the walks and

behelde them / hou they foughte oute of mefure / and eyther we-

25 re wouded poffyng fore
/
but Palamydes was moche forer wou-

ded
/ thus they fought tracynge and trauercyng more than two

houres that wel nygh for dole and forowe la beale Ifoud fwo-

uned / ^ Alias fhe faid that one I loued and yet doo
/
and the

other I loue not / yet it were grete pyte that I fhold fee fir pa-

30 lamydes flayne / for wel I knowe by that tyme the ende be

done fir Palamydes is but a dede kny5t / by caufe he is not cry-

ftened I wold be lothe that he fliold dye a farafyn / And there

with alle (he came doune and bifought fire Tryftram to fyghte

no more
/ A madame faide he what meane you / wille ye haue

3S me fhamed
/ wel ye knowe I wille be ruled by you / I wylle

not your difhonour faide la beale Ifoud but I wold that ye
wold for my fake fpare this vnhappy farafyn Palamydes /

Madame faid fyre Tryftram I wille leue fyghtynge at this
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tyme for your fake / ^ Thenne fhe faid to fire Palamydes this

flialle be your charge that thou fhalt goo oute of this coun-

trey whyle I am therin
/

I wiile obeye your commaundement

faid fire Palamydes / the whiche is fore ageynft my wylle

^ Thenne talte thy waye faid la beale Ifoud vnto the Courte 5

of kynge Arthur / and there recommaude me vnto quene Gue-

neuer
/ and telle her that I fend her word

/
that ther be withyn

this land but four louers / that is fire Launcelot du lake and

Ouene Gueneuer and fire Tryftram de lyonas and quene I-

foud 10

C Capitulum yyyij

HNd
foo fyre Palamydes departed with grete heuynes

And fir Triftram took the quene and brou3te her agey-

ne to kynge Marke
/
And thenne was there made grete

loye of her home comynge / who was cheryfflied but fir Tryft-

ram
/
Thenne fir Tryftram lete fetche fyr Lambegus his kny5te 15

fro the fofters hous and hit was longe or he was hole / but at

the laft he was wel recouerd / thus they lyued with loye and

play a long whyle / But euer fir Andred that was nygh cofyn

to fyr Tryftram lay in a watche to wayte betwix fir Tryftram

and la beale Ifoud for to take hem and fklaundre hem / Soo 20

vpon a day fyr Triftram talked with la beale Ifoud in a wyn-
dowe / and that afpyed fir Andred and told it to the kynge /

Thenne kynge Marke took a fwerd in his hand and came to

fir Triftram and called hym fals traitour / and wold haue ftry-

ken hym /
But fir Tryftram was nyghe hym and ranne vnder 25

his fwerd and tooke hit oute of his hande
/
And thenne the

kynge cryed where are my knyghtes and my men / I charge

you flee this traitour / But at that tyme there was not one

wold meue for his wordes
/
Whanne fyre Tryftram fawe that

there was not one wold be ageynft hym /
he ftioke the fwerd to 30

the kynge and made countenaunce as though he wold haue ft-

ryken hym / And thenne kynge Marke fledde /
and fire triftram

folowed hym and fmote vpon hym fyue or fixe ftrokes fla-

tlynge on the neck that he made hym to fallc vpon the nofe
/ &

thenne fir Triftram yede his waye and armed hym and tooke 35
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his hors and his men
/
and foo he rode in to that forcft / And

there vpon a dayc fyr Tryftram mettc with two brethercn that

were knyghtes with kynge Markc /
ana there he ftrake of the

hede of the one / & wounded the other to the dethe /
and he maade

5 hym to here his broders hede in his helme vnto the kynge /
and

thyrtty moo there he wounded /
And whan that knyght came

before the kynge to faye his meffage /
he there dyed afore the

kynge and the quene / Thenne kynge Marke called his coun-

ceill vnto hym /
and afl-:cd aduyfe of his barons what was

10 beft to doo with fire Tryftram / Syr faid the barons in efpecyal

Syre Dynas the Senefchal / fyr / we wille yeue you counce5'll

for to fende for fir Triftram / for we wille that ye wete / many
men wille holde with fyre Tryfi;ram / and he were hard beftad

And fyr faid fire Dynas ye fhalle vnderftande that fir Trift-

15 ram is called pycrles and makeles of ony Cryften knyghte /

and of his myghte and hardynes we knewe none foo good
a knyght / but yf hit be fire Launcelot du lake

/
And yf ye de-

parte from your Courte and goo to kynge Arthurs courte /

wete ye wel he wille gete hym fuche frendes there that he wylle

20 not fette by your malyce /
And therfore fyre I counceyle yow

to take hym to youre grace /
I wylle wel faid the kynge that

he be fente for / that we maye be frendes / Thenne the Barons

fente for fyr Triftram vnder a fauf conduyte /
And foo whan

fyre Triftram came to the kynge /
he was welcome / and no re-

25 herfail was made / and there was game and playe / and then-

ne the kynge and the quene wente on huntynge and fir Trif-

tram

C Capitulum yyyiij

/^^l^ He kynge and the quene made their pauelions & the-

/ I ire tentes in that forefl befyde a Ryuer / and ther was

30 ^^i^ dayly huntynge and luftynge / for there were euer x-

XX knyghtes redy to lufte vnto alle them that came in at that

tyme / And there by fortune came fire Lamerak de galys and

fir Dryaunt / and there fyre Dryaunt lufted ryght wel / but

at the lafte he had a falle / Thenne fire Lamerak profered to

35 luftc / And whan he began lie ferd fo with the thyrtty kny^tes
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that there was not one of hem but that he gaf hym a falle / and

fomme of them were fore hurte / I merueyle faid kyng Mark

what knyght he is that doth fuchc dedes of armes / Sir faid fire

Triftram /
I knowe hym wel for a noble knyght / as fewe now

ben lyuynge / and his name is fir Lamorak de Galys / it were s

grete fliame faide the kynge that he fhold goo thus aweye on-

les that fomme of you mette with hym better / Syre faid fyre

Triftram me femeth it were no worfhip for a noble man to ha-

ue adoo with hym /
And for by caufe at this tyme he hath done

ouer moche for ony meane knyght lyuynge /
therfore as me fc- lo

meth hit were grete fliame and vylony to tempte hym ony mo-

re at this tyme /
in foo moche as he and his hors are wery bothe

For the dedes of armes that he hath done this daye and they be

wel confydered /
it were ynough for fir Launcelot du lake /

^ As for that faid kynge Marke I requyre you as ye loue 15

me and my lady the Quene La beale Ifoud take youre ar-

mes and lufte with fire Lamorak de Galys / ^ Syre faid fir

Triftram ye byd me doo a thynge that is ageynft knyghthode /

And wel I can deme that I flml gyue hym a falle / For hit

is no mayftry /
for my hors and I ben freffhe bothe

/ and fo is 20

not his hors and he /
and wete ye wel / that he wil take hit for

grete vnkyndenes / For euer one good is lothe to take another

at difauauntage / But by caufe I wil not difpleafe yow / as

ye requyre me / foo wille I doo and obeye your commaundemet

And foo fire Triftram armed hym and took his hors / & putt 25

hym forth
/
and there fire Lamerak mette hym myghtely / and

what with the myght of his owne fpere / and of fire Triftram

fpere fyr Lamoraks hors felle to the erthe
/
and he fyttynge in

the fadel
/
Thenne anone as lyghtly as he myghte he auoyded

the fadel and his hors /
and put his fhelde afore hym and dre- 30

we his fwerd
/
And thenne he badde fir Triftram alyghte thou

knyght and thou darft / Nay faid fire Triftram I wil no more

haue adoo with the /
for I haue done to the ouer moche vnto

my diflionour and to thy worfliip / ^ As for that faid fir

Lamorak I can the no thanke
/ fyn thou haft foriufted me on 35

horfloak I requyre the and I bifeche the /
and thou be fir Trif-

tram / fyghte with me on foote
/ d I wylle not foo
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faid ore Triftram /
And wete ye wel my name is fire Triftrii

de lyones /
and wel I knowe ye be fire Lamorak de Galys /

And this that I haue done to you was ageynft my wylle /

but I was requyred therto /
but to faye that I wille doo atte

S youre requeft /
as at thys tyme I will hauc no more ado with

you / for me fhameth of that I haue done / ^ As for the fliame

faid fire Lamorak on thy party or on myne /
beare thou hit &

thou wilt / For though a marys fone hath fayled me
/
now a

Quenes fone fiialle not fayle the /
And therfore and thou be

10 fuche a knyghte as men calle the / I requyre the / alyghte /
and

fyghte with me / Syre Lamorak faid fire Triflram I vnder-

flande youre herte is grete /
and caufe why ye haue

/
to faye the

fothe / for hit wold greue me and ony knyght fliold kepe hym
frefflie / and thenne to ftryke doune a wery knyghte / for that

15 knyghte nor hors was neuer fourmed that alwey myght fta-

de or endure / And therfore faid fire Triftram I wille not ha-

ue adoo with you /
for me forthynketh of that I haue done / as

for that faid fire Lamorak I fiial quyte you and euer I fee

my tyme /

C Capitulum yyyiitj

20 ll-4~| *^° ^^^ departed from hym with fire Dryaun / and by

H ^the weye they mette with a kny3t that was fente from

Morgan le fay vnto kynge Arthur / and this knyght hadde

a fayre home harneft with gold / and the home had fuche a ver-

tue that there myght no lady ne gentihvoman drynke of that

25 home / but yf flie were true to her hufband / And yf fhe were

fals fhe fhold fpylle alle the drynke / And yf flie were true

to her lord flie myght drynke peafyble / and by caufe of the que-
ne Gueneuer and in defpyte of fire Launcelot this home
was fente vnto kynge Arthur / and by force fire Lamorak ma-

30 de that knyghte to telle alle the caufe why he bare that home /

^ Now flialte thou bere this horn fayd Lamorak vnto kyng
Marke or els chefe thou to dye for it / For I telle the playnly
in defpyte and repreef of fire Trifiirams thou flialte bere that

home vnto kynge Marke his vnkel / and fay thou to hym that
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I fent hit hym for to affay his lady / ^ And yf flie be true to

hym he dial preue her
/
Soo the knyghte wente his waye vnto

kynge Marke and broughte hym that ryche home / and fayd

that fir Lamorak fente hit hym / and there to he told hym the

vertue of that home ^ Thenne the kynge maade 5

Quene Ifoud to drynke therof
/
and an honderd ladyes /

and

there were but four ladyes of alle tho that dranke clene /

^ Alias faide kynge Marke this is a grete defpyte / and fwa-

re a grete othe
/
that flie fliold be brente and the other ladyes /

^ Thenne the Barons gadred them to gyder and faid playn- lo

\y they wold not haue tho ladyes brente for an home maade

by forcery that came from as fals a forcereffe and wytche as tho

was lyuynge /
For that horne dyd neuer good but caufcd ftryf

and debate /
and alweyes in her dayes flie had ben an enemy to

alle true louers / Soo there were many knyghtes made their a- 15

uovve / and euer they met with Morgan le fay that they wold

fhewe her fliort curtofye / ^ Alfo fir Triftram was paffynge

wrothe that fire Lamorak fente that horne vnto kynge Marke

for wel he knewe that hit was done in the defpyte of hym /

And therfor he thoughte to quyte fire Lamorak / ^ Thenne 20

fyre Triftram vfed dayly and nyghtely to go to quene Ifoud

whanne he myght / and euer fyre Andred his cofyn watched

hym nyght and daye for to take hym with la Beale Ifoud /

And foo vpon a nyght fyre Andred afpyed the houre and the

tyme whan fir Tryftram wente to his lady / ^ Thenne fyre 25

Andred gate vnto hym twelue knyghtes / and at mydnyghte
he fette vpon fire Triftram fecretely and fodenly / and there fire

Triftram was take naked a bedde with la beale Ifoud / and

thenne was he boud hande and foot / and foo was he kepte vn-

tyl daye / ^ And thenne by the affent of kynge Marke and of 30

fyr Andred and of fomme of the Barons fyre Triftram was

ledde vnto a chappel that ftode vpon the fee rockes there for to

take his lugement / and foo he was ledde bounden with fourty

knyghtes / And whan fire Triftram fawe that there was none

other boote
/ but nedes that he muft dye /

thenne faid he fayr lor- 35

des remembre what I haue done for the Countreye of Corne-

waile / and in what leopardy I haue ben in for the wele of

you alle / For whan I fou3t for the truage of cornewaile with
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fir Marhaus the good knyght / I was promyfed for to be bet-

ter rewarded
/
whanne ye alle reffufed to take the bataille / ther-

forc as ye be good gentyl knyghtes / fee me not thus fliame-

fully to dye / for it is fhame to alle knyghthode thus to fee me

5 dye / For I dare faye faid fire Triflram that I neuer met with

no knyght but I was as good as he / or better
/ Fy vpon the

faid fir Andred fals traitour that thou arte with thyn auau-

cynge / for alle thy booll: thou fhalt dye this daye / O Andred

Andred faid fir Triftram thou fholdeft be my kynnefman / and

10 now thou art to me ful vnfrendely / but and there were no mo
but thou and I

/ thou woldeft not putte me to deth
/
No faid fir

Andred / and ther with he drewe his fwerd
/
and wold haue

flayne hym / Whanne fir Triftram fawe hym make fuche coun-

tenaunce
/
he loked vpon bothe his handes that were faft boun-

15 den vnto two knyghtes /
and fodenly he pulled them bothe to

hym / and vnwraft his handes / and thenne he lepte vnto his co-

fyn fyr Andred and wrothe his fwerd oute of his handes
/

thenne he fmote fir Andred that he fylle to the erthe
/
and foo

fir Triftram foughte tyl that he hadde kylled x knyghtes / So

20 thenne fir Triftram gate the chappell and kepte hit myghtely j

thenne the crye was grete / and the peple drewe fafte vnto fire

Andred moo than an honderd / whanne fir Triftram fawe the

peple drawe vnto hym he remembryd he was naked / & fperd

faft the chappel dore and brake the barrys of a wyndowe / and

25 foo he lepte oute and fylle vpon the crackys in the fee
/
And fo

at that tyme fir Andred nor none of his felawes myghte ge-
te to hym at that tyme /

S
C Capitulum yyyv

Oo whanne they were departed / Gouernaile and fire

J Lambegus and fire Sentraille de luflion that were fir

30 ^^/ Triftrams men foughte their maifl:er / whanne they herd

he was efcaped / thenne they were paffynge gladde / and on the

rockes they fond hym / and with tuels they pulled hym vp /
And thenne fire Triftram afked hem where was la beale Ifo-

ud / for he wende fhe had ben had aweye of Andreds peple /
3S Syr faid Gouernaile flie is put in a lazar cote ^ Alias
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faid fyre Tryftram this is a ful vngoodely place for fuche a

fayre lady / And yf I maye flie Hialle not be longe there
/

And foo he took his men and wente there as was la Beale

IfoLid
/
and fette her aweye and broughte her in to a forcft to

a fayre manoyre / and fire Triflram there abode with her /
S

Soo the good knyghte badde his men goo from hym /
For att

this tyme I maye not helpe you /
foo they departed alle fauf

Gouernaile / And foo vpon a daye fir Triftram yede in to the

foreft for to difporte hym /
and thenne hit happend / that there

he felle on flepe / And there came a man that fire Triftram a- 10

fore hand had fiayne his broder / And whan this man hadde

foud hym he fhotte hym thorou the fholder with an arow /
and

fir Triftram lepte vp and kylled that man
/
And in the me-

ane tyme it was told kynge Marke /
how fir Triftram and la

beale Ifoud were in that fame manoir
/
and as foone as euer he 15

myght thyder he came with many kny5tes to fiee fir Triftram

And whanne he came there / he fond hym gone /
and there he

took la beale Ifoud home with hym /
and kepte her ftrayte that

by no meane neuer flie myght wete nor fende vnto Tryftram

nor he vnto her
/ And thenne whanne fyre Triftram came to- 20

ward the old manoir / he fond the trak of many horfes / and

ther by he wifte his lady was gone /
And thenne fir Triftram

took grete forou / and endured with grete payne long tyme /

for the arowe that he was hurte with al was enuenymed /

Thenne by the meane of la Beale Ifoud fhe told a lady that 25

was cofyn vnto dame Bragwayne / and flie came to fir Trift-

ram and told hym that he myght not be hole by no meanes /

For thy lady la beale Ifoud maye not helpe the / therfor fhe byd-
deth you hafte in to Bretayne to kynge Howel / and there ye
flial fynde his dou3ter Ifoud le blaunche maynys / and flie flial 3°

helpe the / Thenne fir triftram and gouernaile gat them fhypp-

yng / and foo failed in to Bretayne / And whan kynge Howel

wift that it was fir triftram / he was ful gladde of hym / Syre
he faid I am comen in to this countrey to haue help of your do-

ughter / For hit is tolde me
/
that there is none other may hele 35

me but fhe
/
and foo within a whyle flie heled hym /
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/•PBBK Mere was an Eric that hyghtc Gryp /
And this Erie

/ 1 maade grete werre vpon the kynge / and putte the ky-

^^J^ nge to the werfe / and byfeged hym / And on a tyme

f}Te kehydyus that was fone to kynge Howel
/ as he yfl'ued

5 oute
/
he was fore wounded nyghe to the dethe /

^ Thenne Gouernaile wente to the kynge and faid / fyre I

counceyle you to defyre my lord fyre Triftram as in your nede

to helpe you /
I wille doo by your counceylle faid the kynge /

and foo he yede vnto fyr Tryftram and praid hym in his war-

10 ris to helpe hym / for my fone kehydyus may not goo in to the

felde ^ Sire faid fir Triflram I wille goo to the feld

and doo what I maye / Thenne fir Triftram yffued out of the

towne with fuche felaufliip as he myght make
/
and dyd fuche

dedes that alle Bretayne fpake of hym / And thene at the laft

15 by grete myghte and force he flewe the Erie Gryp with his

owne handes / and moo than an honderd knyghtes he flewe

that daye /
And thenne fire Triftram was receyued worfliip-

fully with proceffion ^ Thenne kynge Howel enbra-

ced hym in his armes /
and faid fire Triflram alle my kyng-

20 dome I wille refygne to the
/ God defende faid fir Triflram /

For I am beholden vnto you for youre doughters fake to doo

for you / ^ Thenne by the grete meanes of kynge
Howel & kehydyus his fone by grete prefers there grewe gre-

te loue betwixe Ifoud and fire Tryftram /
for that lady was

25 bothe good and fayre /
and a woman of noble blood & fame

^ And for by caufe fir Triftram had fuche chere and Rycheffe
and alle other plefaunce that he hadde

/ all mooft he hadde for-

faken la beale Ifoud
/ And foo vpon a tyme fir Tryftram a-

greed to wedde Ifoud la blaunche maynys /
And at the lafte

30 they were wedded
/ and folempnly held theyr maryage / And

foo whanne they were abedde bothe / fire Triftram remembryd
hym of his old lady la beale Ifoud

/
And thenne he toke fu-

che a thought fodenly that he was alle defmayed / and other che-

re maade he none but with clyppynge and kyffynge as for

3S other fleffhly luftes fire Tryftram neuer thoughte nor hadde
adoo with her / fuche mencyon maketh the frenfihe booke
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Alfo it maketh mencyon that the lady wende there had ben no

pleafyr but kyffynge and clyppynge / J[ And in the meane

tyme there was a knyght in Bretayne his name was Suppy-

nabyles /
and he came ouer the fee in to Englond / And thenne

he came in to the court of kynge Arthur /
and he met with 5

fir Launcelot du lake /
and told hym of the maryage of fyre

Triftram / Thenne faid fire Launcelot / Fy vpon hym vntrue

knyghte to his lady that foo noble a knyghte as fir Tryftram

is fhold be foude to his fyrft lady fals
/

la beale Ifoud / quene

of Cornewaile /
But faye ye hym this / faid fire Launcelot that 10

of alle knyghtes in the world I loued hym mooft / and had

mooft ioye of hym /
and alle was for his noble dedes / and le-

te hym wcte the loue bitwene hym and me is done for euer /

And that I gyue hym warnyng from this daye forth as his

mortal enemy 15

C Capitnlum yyyvij

# I Henne departed fyr Suppynabyles vnto Bretayne a-

^^1^ geyne / and there he fond fir Triftram / and told hym /

that he had ben in kynge Arthurs courte
/ Thenne faid fir Trif-

tram herd ye ony thynge of me
/ Soo god me help faide fyre

Suppynabyles / there I herd fire Launcelot fpeke of you gre- 20

te fhame / and that ye be a fals knyght to your lady / and he bad

me doo you to wete that he wille be your mortal enemy in eue-

ry place where he may mete you / That me repenteth faid Trif-

tram / for of alle knyghtes I loued to be in his felaufhip / Soo

fyre Triftram made grete mone and was afliamed that noble 25

knyghtes fliold deffame hym for the fake of his lady /
And in

this meane whyle la beale Ifoud maade a letter vnto Queue
Gueneuer complaynyng her of the vntrouthe of fir Triftram

and how he hadde wedded the kynges doughter of Bretayne /

Quene Gueneuer fente her another letter
/ and badde her be of 30

good chere
/

for flie fhold haue Ioye after forou / for fire triftram

was fo noble a kny5t called
/
that by craftes of forcery ladyes

wolde make fuche noble men to wedde them
/
but in the ende

Quene Gueneuer faid hit fhal be thus
/ that he fhalle hate her /

and loue you better than euer he dyd to fore ^ So leue 35
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we fire Tryftram in Bretaync and fpeke wc of fire Lamerak

de galys / that as he fayled his fhyp felle on a rok and peryf-

flied all / faue fire Lamerak and his fquyer / and there he fwam

myghtcly / and fyffliers of the yle of feruage toke hym vp and

S his fquyer was drouned / and the fliip men had grete laboure

to faue fire Lamoraks lyf /
for alle the comfort that coude

doo / and the lord of that yle hyght fyre Nabon le noyre a gre-

te myghty gyaunt /
And this fir Nabon hated alle the knygh-

tes of kynge Arthurs
/ and in no wyfe he wold doo hem fa-

10 uoure /
And thefe fyffliers told fir Lamorak alle the gyfe of

fyre Nabon
/ how there came neuer knyghte of kynge Arthurs

but he deftroyed hym / And atte laft bataille that he dyd was

flayne fyr Nanowne le petyte / the which he put to a fhameful

dethe in defpyte of kynge Arthur / for he was drawen lymme
15 meale / That forthynketh me faid fir Lamerak for that knygh-

tes dethe
/

for he was my cofyn / And yf I were at myn eafe

as wel as euer I was I wold reuenge his dethe
/

Pees fa-

yd the fyffliers and make here no wordes
/ for or euer ye depar-:

te from hens fyre Nabon muft knowe that ye haue ben here / or

20 els we fhold dye for your fake / So that I be hole faid Lamo-
rak of my difeafe

/ that I haue taken in the fee
/

I wille that ye
telle hym that I am a kny3t of kynge Arthurs / for I was ne-

uer aferd to reneye my lord /

C Capitulum yyyviij

ll-^-fl Ow tourne we vnto fire Tryftram that vpon a daye he

25 ^tt %'took a lytel Barget and his wyf Ifoud la blauche

maynys with fire kay hedyus her broder to playe hem in the cof-

ftes / And whan they were from the land / there was a wyn-
de drofe hem in to the cofte of walys vpon this yle of feruage /

where as was fyre Lamorak and there the Barget all to rofe

30 and there dame Ifoud was hurte / and as wel as they my^te

they gate in to the forefl: / and there by a welle he fawe Segwa-

rydes and a damoyfel / And thenne eyther falewed other
/ fyre

fayde Segwarydes I knowe you for fire Triftram de Lyones
the man in the world that I haue moofl; caufe to hate by caufe
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ye departed the loue bitwene me and my wyf / but as for that

fayd Segwarydes I wil neuer hate a noble kny5t for a ly5t

lady / And therfore I pray you be my frende and I wille be

yours vnto my power /
for wete ye wel / ye are hard beftad in

this valey /
and we fhalle haue ynough to doo eyther of vs to 5

focoure other / And thenne fir Segwarydes brought fir Tryf-

tram to a lady there by that was borne in Cornewaile / and

fhe told hym alle the peryls of that valey / and how ther cam

neuer knyght there but he were taken pryfoner or flayne j
wete

you wel fair lady faid fir Tryftram that I flewe fire Marhaus 10

and delyuerd Cornewaile from the truage of Irland / And

I am he that delyuerd the kynge of Irlande from fire Bla-

mor de ganys / and I am he that bete fire Palamydes / and we-

te ye wel I am fire Tryftram de lyones that by the grace of

god flialle delyuer this woful yle of feruage / So fir Triftram 15

was wel eafed
/
thenne one told hym there was a knyghte of

kyng Arthur y had wrackyd on the rockes / what is his name

faid fir Triftram / we wote not faid the fyffhers but he kepeth it

no counceil but that he is a knyghte of Kynge Arthurs / and

by the myghty lord of this yle he fetteth nought by / I praye 20

you faid fir Tdeftram and ye maye brynge hym hyder that I

maye fee hym /
And yf he be ony of the Knyghtes of Arthurs

I fhalle knowe hym / Thenne the lady prayed the fyffliers to

brynge hym to her place / Soo on the morowe they brou5t hym
thyder in a fyffhers rayment / And as foone as fire Triftram 25

fawe hym he fmyled vpon hym and knewe hym wel / but he

knewe not fir Triftram / Fair fir faidc fire Triftram me femeth

by your chere ye haue ben difeafed but late / and alfo me thyn-

keth I fhold knowe you here to fore / I wille wel faid fir La-

morak that ye haue fene me and mette with me
/

Fair fir faide 30

fir triftram telle me your name / vpon a couenaunt I wil telle

you faid fir Lamorak
/ that is / that ye wil telle me whether ye

be lord of this Hand or noo that is called Nabon !e noyre /

For fothe faid fir triftram I am not he nor I hold not of hym
I am his foo as wel as ye be / and foo flial I be foude or I de- 35

parte out of this yle / Wel faid fir Lamorak fyn ye haue faide

foo largely vnto me
/ My name is fire Lamorak de galis fone

vnto kynge Pellinore / forfothe I trowe wel faid fir triftram /
[leaf 166]
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for and ye faid other /
I knowe the contrary / What are ye fa-

id fyre Lamorak that knoweth me /
I am fir Tryftram dc ly-

ones
/
A fyre remembre ye not of the falle ye dyd yeue me o-

ncs
/
and after ye refufed me to fyghte on foot / that was not

S for fere I had of you faid fire Triftram / but me fliamed att

that tyme to haue more a doo with you / for me femed ye hadde

ynough / but fire Lamorack for my kyndenes many ladyes ye

putte to a repreef / whan ye fente the home from Morgan le fay

to kynge Marke where as ye dyd this in defpyte of me / Well

10 faid he
/
and it were to doo ageyne /

foo wold I doo
/

for I had

leuer ftryf and debate felle in kyng Marks courte rather than

Arthurs courte /
for the honour of bothe courtes be not y lyke

As to that faid fir Triftram I knowe wel / ^ But that that

was done it was for defpyte of me / but alle youre malyce I

15 thanke god hurte not gretely / Therfor faid fir Triftram ye flial

leue alle your malyce / and foo wille I and lete vs affay hou

we may wynne worfhip bitwene you and me vpon this gy-

aunt fir Nabon le noyre / that is lord of this Hand to deftroye

hym / Sir faid fir Lamorak now I vnderftande your knyght-

20 hode / it maye not be fals that alle men faye /
for of your bounte

nobles and worfliip of alle knyghtes ye are pyerles /
And for

your curtofy and gentilnes I flicvved you vngentilneffe / &
that now me repenteth

J
C Capitulum yyyiy

' N the meane tyme there cam word that fir Nabon had

25 •F made a crye that alle the peple of that yle fhold be at

his caftel the fyfthe day after / ^J And the fame daye the fone

of Nabon fhold be made knyghte /
and alle the knyghtes of

that valey and there about fhold be there to lufte and all tho

of the Royamme of Logrys fiiold be there to lufte with them

30 of Northwalys /
and thyder came fyue honderd knyghtes / and

they of the countrey brought thyder fyre Lamorak and fir Trif-

tram and fyre kehydyus and fire Segwarides /
for they durft

none other wyfe doo
/ and thenne fir Nabon lent fire Lamorak

hors and armour at fire Lamoraks defyre /
and fire Lamorak

35 lufted and dyd fuche dedes of armes that Nabon and all the

[leaf 166 verso]



Koob viii.] [ 333 ] [Cbap. EEjij.

peple faid there was neuer kny3t that euer they fawe do fuche

dedes of armes / for as the Frenffhe book faith he foriufted alle

that were there for the mooft party of fyue honderd knyghtes

that none abode hym in his fadel Thenne fir Nabon profered to

playe with hym his playe /
for I fawe neuer no knyghte doo 5

foo muche vpon a daye /
I wille wel faid fire Lamorak playe

as I may but I am wery and fore bryfed / and there eyther

gate a fpere / but Nabon wold not encountre with fire Lamo-

rak / but fmote his hors in the forhede and foo flewe hym / and

thenne fire Lamorak yede on foote and torned his fhelde and 10

drewe his fwerd / and there beganne flronge bataill on foote /

But fir Lamorak was fo fore bryfed and fhorte brethed that

he tracyd and trauercyd fomwhat abak
/

Fair felawe faid fyre

Nabon hold thy hand and I fhalle flaewe the more curtofye /

than euer I fhewed knyght by caufe I haue fene this daye thy 15

noble knyghthode / And therfore ftand thou by and I wil wete

whether ony of thy felawes wille haue adoo with me / Thenne

whan fir Triftram herd that / he ftepte forth and and faid Nabon le-

nde me hors and fure armour and I wille haue adoo with the

Wel felawe faid fir Nabon goo thou to yonder pauelione and 20

arme the of the beft thou fyndeft there / and I fhalle playe a

merueiUous playe with the / Thenne faid fire Trifi:ram loke ye

playe wel or els peraduentur I flialle lerne you a newe play

that is wel faid felawe faid fir Nabon
/ So whan fir Triftram

was armed as hym lyked beft and wel flielded and fwerded
/ 25

he dreffid to hym on foote / For wel he knewe fyr Nabon wold

not abyde a ftroke with a fpere / therfore he wold flee alle kny-

ghtes horfes / Now fair felawe faid fir Nabon lete vs playe /

Soo thenne they foughte longe on foote tracynge and trauer-

cynge fmytynge and foynynge longe withoute ony reft
/ Atte 30

laft fir Nabon praid hym to telle hym his name / Syre Nabon
I telle the my name is fir Triftram de lyoncs a kny3t of Cor-

newail vnder kynge Marke
/
thou art welcome faid fir nabon

/

for of alle knyghtes I haue mooft defyred to fyghte with the

or with fir Launcelot / Soo thenne they wente egerly to gyders 35

and fire triftram flewe fire nabon / and foo forth with he lepte

to his fone / and ftrake of his hede / and thenne al the countrey

fayde / they wold holde of fire Triftram / nay faide fire Triftram
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I wille not foo / here is a worfhipfuU knyght fir Lamorak de

galys that for me he flialle be lord of this countreye /
for he ha-

th done here gretc dedes of amies / nay faid fir Lamorak I wil

not be lord of this countrey /
for I haue not deferued it as wel

S as ye / therfore gyue ye hit where ye wille for I will none ha-

ue /
Wel faide fire Triftram fyn ye nor I wille not haue hit

/

lete vs yeuc hit to hym that hath not fo wel deferued hit /
Doo

as ye lyft faid Segwarydes /
for the yefte is yours for I wil

none haue and I had deferued hit / Soo was it yeuen to feg-

lo warydes wherof he thanked hem
/
and foo was he lord /

& wor-

fliipfully he dyd gouerne hit /
And thenne fir Segwarydes

delyuerd alle pryfoners and fette good gouernaunce in that

valey /
and foo he torned in to Cornewaile /

and told kynge

Mark and la beale Ifoud how fir Triftram had auaunced

15 hym to the yle of feruage /
and there he proclamed in al Cor-

newaile of alle the aduentures of thefe two knyghtes /
fo was

hit openly knowen /
But ful wo was la Beale Ifoud when

flie herde telle that fire Triftram was wedded to Ifoud la bla-

unche maynys

C Capitulum yl

20 V*^^ Oo torne we vnto fir Lamorak that rode toward Ar-

^^^ thurs courte / and fire Triftrams wyf and Kehydyus

took a veffel and failed in to Bretayne vnto kynge Howel

where he was welcome /
And whan he herd of thefe aduetures

they merueilled of his noble dedes /
Now torne we vnto fir La-

25 morak that whan he was departed from fire Triftram / he rode

oute of the foreft tyll he came to an hermytage / whan the here-

myte fawe hym /
he afked hym from whens he came

/
fir faid fir

Lamorak I come fro this valey /
fir faid the hermyte therof I

merueille / For this xx wynter I fawe neuer no knyght paffe

30 this countrey / but he was other flayne or vylaynoufly woun-

ded or paffe as a poure pryfoner /
Tho ylle cuftoms faid fir la-

morak are fordone / for fir Triftram flewe your lord fir Nabon

and his fone
/
thenne was the heremyte gladde and all his bre-

theren /
for he faid ther was neuer fuche a tyraunt among cry-

35 flen men /
And therfor faid the hermyte this valey and frauceis
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we wille holde of fire Triftram / Soo on the morovve fir Lamo-

rak departed /
And as he rode he fawe four knyghtes fyghte a-

geynft one /
and that one knyght defended hym wel but atte

laft the four knyghtes had hym doune / And thenne fir Lamo-

rak wente betwixe them / and aflvcd them why they wold flee 5

that one knyght /
and faid hit was fliame four ageynft one /

Thou flialt wel wete faid the four knyghtes that he is fals
/

that is yourc tale faid fir Lamorak / And whanne I here hym
alfo fpeke /

I wille fay as ye faye / ^ Thenne faid Lamorak / a

knyght can ye not excufe you /
but that ye are a fals knyghte /

10

Syr faid he yet can I excufe me both with my word & with my
handes / that I wille make good vpon one of the beft of them

my body to his body / ^ Thenne fpake they al attones / we wil

not leopardy our bodyes as for the / But wete thou wel they

faide and kynge Arthur were here hym felf it fliold not lye in 15

his power to faue his lyf / That is to moche faid / faid fire La-

morak / but many fpeke behynde a man more than they wylle

faye to his face /
And by caufe of your wordes ye fhalle vnder-

ftande that I am one of the fymplefi: of kynge Arthurs co-

urte
/

in the worfliip of my lord now doo your befl: / and in defpy- 20

te of you I flialle refcowe hym / And thenne they lafflied alle

at ones to fir Lamorak / but anone at two ftrokes fyre Lamo-

rak had flayne two of them / and thenne the other two fledde

^ Soo thenne fire Lamorak torned ageyne to that knyghte / &
alked hym his name

/ fyre he fayde my name is fire Frolle of -5

the oute lies / thenne he rode with fire Lamorak and bare hym
company / And as they rode by the waye / they fawe a femely

knyght rydynge ageynft them /
and all in whyte / A faid Frol

yonder knyght lufted late with me and fmote me doune / ther-

fore I wil lufte with hym / ye flial not doo foo faid fire Lamo- 3°

rak by my counceil / and ye wille telle me your quarel whether

ye lufted at his requeft / or he at yours / Nay faid fir Frol / I

lufted with hym at my requeft / Syr faid Lamorak / thene wil

I couceile you dele no more with hym / for me femeth by his co-

untenaunce he fhold be a noble knyght / and no laper / for me 35

thynketh / he fliold be of the table round
/ therfor I wil not fpa-

re faid fir Frol / and thenne he cryed and faid / fir kny3t make
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the rcdy to luft / That nedeth not faid the whyte knyghte / For

I haue no Uifle to lufte with the / but yet they feutryd theyr

fperes /
and the whyte knyghte ouerthrewe fire Frol

/
and the-

ne he rode his waye a fofte paas /
Thenne fir Lamorak rode af-

5 ter hym / and praid hym to telle hym his name / for me femeth

ye fliold be of the felaufliip of the round table / Vpon a coue-

naunt faid he I wille telle you my name /
foo that ye wylle

not difcouer my name
/
and alfo that ye wille telle me yours /

Thenne faid he my name is fir Lamorak de galys / And my
10 name is fir Launcelot du lake / thenne they putte vp their fuer-

des / and kyffed hertely to gyders / and eyder made grete loye

of other / Syr faid fir Lamorak and hit pleafe you I wyll do

you feruyfe /
God defende faid Launcelot that ony of foo noble

a blood as ye be fhold doo me feruyfe /
Thenne he faide more I

15 am in a queft that I muft doo my felf alone / Now god fpede

you faid fir Lamorak /
and fo they departed / Thenne fir Lamo-

rak came to fir Frol and horfed hym ageyne /
what knyght is

that faid fir Frol
/

fir he faid it is not for you to knowe nor it

is no poynte of my charge / ye are the more vncurteis faide fire

20 Frol /
and therfore I wille departe fro yow / ye may doo as ye

lyfl; faid fir Lamorak /
and yet by my company ye haue faued

the fayreft floure of your garland / foo they departed

C Capitulum ylj

fl I Henne within two or thre dayes fyr Lamorak fond a

^^1^ knyghte at a welle flepynge / and his lady fate with

25 hym and waked
/ Ryght fo came fir Gawayne and toke the

knyghtes lady /
and fette her vp behynde his fquyer / Soo fyre

Lamorak rode after fyre Gawayne / and faid fire Gawayne /

torne ageyne / And thenne faid fir Gawayne what wylle ye do

with me
/

for I am neuewe vnto kyng Arthur / fyre faid he for

30 that caufe I wil fpare you /
els that lady fhold abyde wyth

me / or els ye fhold lufte with me /
Thenne fire Gawayne tor-

ned hym and ranne to hym that ought the lady with his fpe-

re / but the knyght with pure myght fmote doune fyre Gawa-

yne / and took his lady with hym /
Alle this fir Lamorak faw

35 and faid to hym felf / but I reuenge my felawe / he will fay of
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me diflionour in kynge Arthurs courte / Thenne fire Lamorak
retorned and profered that knyght to lufte / Syr faid he I am

redy / and there they came to gyders with allc their myght / and

there fir Lamorak fmote the knyght thorou both fydes /
that he

fylle to the erthe dede
/
thenne that lady rode to that knyghtes 5

broder that hyght Belliauce le orgulus / that duelled faft ther

by / and thenne flie told hym how his broder was fiayne /

Alias faid he I wille be reuengyd / and foo he horfed hym / &
armed hym / and within a whyle he ouertook fyre Lamorak /

and badde hym tome and leue that lady / for thou and I muft 10

playe a newe playe / for thou haft fiayne my broder fyre FroU

that was a better knyghte than euer were thou / It myghte
wel be faid fir Lamorak / but this day in the felde I was foud

the better
/ Soo they rode to gyder /

and vnhorfed other/ & torned

their flieldes
/
and drewe their fwerdes / and foughte myghtely iS

as noble knyghtes preued by the fpace of two houres / So the-

ne fir Bellyaunce prayed hym to telle hym his name / Syr fa-

id he my name is fire Lamorak de galys / A faid fyr Belly-
aunce

/
thou arte the man in the world that I moofl: hate / for

I flevve my fones for thy fake
/ where I faued thy lyf / and 20

now thou haft fiayne my broder fyr Frol / Alias how fhold I

be accorded with the / therfore defende the / for thou fhalt dye ther

is none other remedy / ^ Alias faid fir Lamorak ful wel me

ought to knowe you / for ye are the man that mooft haue done
for me

/ And there with alle fire Lamorak knelyd doune / and -S

bifought hym of grace / Aryfe faid fir Bellyaunce / or els there

as thou kneleft I fiialle fiee the / That fhal not nede faide fire

Lamorak / for I wyl yelde me vnto you / not for fere of yow /
nor for your fi:rengthe / but your goodenes maketh me ful loth

to haue adoo with you / wherfore I requyre you for goddes fa- 3°

ke / and for the honour of knyghthode forgyue me al that I ha-

ue offended vnto you / Alias faid Belleaunce leue thy knely-

nge or els I fhal fiee the withoute mercy / Thenne they yede

ageyne vnto batail
/ and either wounded other that al the gro-

und was blody there as they foughte / And at the lafi;e Bel- 35

leaunce withdrewe hym abak and fette hym doune foftely vp-
on a lytil hylle / for he was fo faynte for bledyng that he my-
ght not ftande / Thenne fir lamorak threwe his fhelde vpon his
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bak /
and afl^ed liym what cherc /

wcl foid fyr Belliauncc /
A

fyr yet fliallc I fliewe you faueour in your male eafe
/
A kn-

yght fyr Belliauncc faid fyr Lamorak thou arte a foolc
/

for

and I had had the at fuche auauntage as thou haft done me

S I fliold flee the /
but thy gentylnes is fo good and fo large /

that I muft nedes forgyue the myn cuylle wille /
And then-

ne fire Lamorak knelyd adoune / and vnlaccd fyrft his vm-

berere / and thenne his owne /
and thenne eyther kyffed other

with wepynge teres / Thenne fire Lamerak ledde fir Belliauce

10 to an Abbay faft by /
and there fire Lamorak wold not departe

from Bcllyaunce tyl he was hole /
And thenne they fwarc to

gyders that none of hem ihold neucr fyghte ageynft other / So

fyre Lamorak departed and wente to the courtc of kynge Ar-

thur /

fl Ibere leuc we of fire Xainoraft anb of ffi* 'Criftram

U Unit bere bcoi^nuetb tbe biftor^e of OLa cote male tasle

C Capitulum primum

T the Courte of kynge Arthur there cam a yo-

nge man and bygly made / and he was ryche-

ly byfene /
and he defyred to be made knyghte of

the kyng but his ouer garmct fat ouerthwart-

ly /
how be hit

/
hit was ryche clothe of gold /

20 ^ What is your name faid kynge Arthur / Syre faide he
/ my

name is Breunor le noyre /
and within fiiorte fpace ye fiialle

knowe that I am of good kyn /
It maye wel be faid fir kay

the Senefchal / but in mockage ye Ihalle be called la cote male

tayle / that is as moche to faye the euyl fliapen cote / Hit is a

25 grete thynge that thou aflvcft faid the kyng / And for what ca-

ufe werefb thou that ryche cote
/

telle me /
for I can wel thynke

for fomme caufe hit is / Syre he anfuerd I had a fader a noble

knyght /
And as he rode on huntynge vpon a daye hit happed

hym to leye hym dounc ficpe / And there came a knyght that

30 had ben longe his enemy /
And whan he fawe he was faft on

flepe /
he alle to hewe hym /

And this fame cote had my fader
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Oil the fame tymc /
and that maketh this cote to fyttc foo evyll

vpon me / for the ftrokes ben on hit as I fond hit
/
and neuer

flialle be amendyd for me
/
Thus to haue my faders dethe in re-

membraunce I were this cote tyl I be reuengyd /
and by cau-

fe ye are callyd the mooft nobleft kynge of the world I come to s

you that ye fliold make me knyght / Sir faid fir Lamorak and

fir Gaherys /
hit were wel done to make hym knyght /

for hym
befemeth wel of perfone / and of countenaunce

/
that he fhall pre-

ue a good man and a good knyght / and a myghty for fire and

ye be remembryd euen fuche one was fire launcelot du lake /
'o

whanne he came fyrfte in to this Courte
/
and full fewe of vs

knewe from whens he came
/ and now is he preued the man of

moofl; worfhip in the world / and all your courte and alle yo-

ur Round table is by fire launcelot worfliipped and amended

more than by ony knyghte now lyuynge / that is trouthe faidc 15

the kynge /
and to morou att your requeft I flialle make hym

knyght ^ So on the morou there was an herte

founden / and thyder rode kynge Arthur with a company of his

knyghtes to flee the herte / And this yonge man that fire kay
named la cote male tayle was there lefte behynd with Ouene -o

Gueneuer
/
and by fodeyne aducnture ther was an horryble ly-

on kepte in a ftronge Toure of ftone and it happend that he at

that tyme brake loos / and came hurlynge afore the Ouene &
her knyghtes ^ And whanne the Quene fawe the

lyon /
file cryed and fledde / and praide her knyghtes to refcowe 25

her /
And there was none of hem alle but twelue that abode

/

and alle the other fledde
/ ^ Thenne faide La cote male tayle

Now I fee wel that alle coward knyghtes ben not dede / and

there with alle he drewe his fwerd
j and dreffid hym afore the

lyon /
and that lyon gaped wyde and came vpon hym raump- 2,0

pynge to haue flaync hym /
And he thenne fmote hym in the

mydde of the hede fuche a myghty ftroke
/ that it clafe his hede

in fonder
/ and dafflied to the erthe

/ ^ Thenne was hit tolde

the Quene how the yonge man that fire kay named by fcorne

La cote male tayle hadde flayne the lyon /
With that the kyng 35

came home
/ ^ And whanne the Quene tolde hym of that

aduenture /
he was wel pleafed / and faid / vpon paync of myn

hede he Ihalle preue a noble man and a feythful Knyghte
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and true of his promyfe / thenne the kynge forth with al ma-

de hym knyght / Now fire faid this yonge knyght I requyre

you and allc the knj'ghtes of youre courte / that ye calle me

by none other name but la cote male taylc /
in foo moche that

S fyr kay hath foo named me /
foo wille I be called

/
I affente

me wel therto faid the kynge

C Capitulum fecunbum

^^^^ Henne that fame daye there came a damoyfel in to the

/ 1 courte
/
and flie brought with her a grete black flielde /

^^1^ with a whytc hand in the myddes holdynge a fwerd

10 Other pyctour was there none in that flielde /
whan kyng Ar-

thur fawc her / he afked her from whens flie came
/
and what flie

wold
/ Syr fhe faid I haue ryden longe and many a day with

this {held many wayes / and for this caufe I am come to yo-

ur courte / There was a good knyght that ought this fheld /
&

IS this knyght had vndertake a grete dede of armes to enchieue

hit / and foo it myffortuned hym /
another ftronge knyght met

with hym by fodeyne aduenture / and there they fought longe /
&

eyther wounded other paffynge fore / and they were foo wery /

that they lefte that bataiUe euen hand
/ Soo this knyghte that

20 ought this fhelde fawe none other way but he muft dye / & the-

ne he commaunded me to here this flielde to the Courte of ky-

nge Arthur
/ he requyrynge and prayenge fomme good kny5t

to take this flielde / and that he wold fulfylle the queft that he

was in
/ Now what faye ye to this quefl faid kynge Arthur /

25 Is there ony of you here that wille take vpon hym to welde

this flielde
/ ^ Thenne was there not one that wold fpeke one

word
/ thenne fir kay took the flielde in his handes / Sire kny5t

faid the damoyfel what is your name / Wete ye wel faid he my
name is fir kay the fenefchal that wyde where is knowen /

30 Syre faid that damoyfel laye doune that flielde
/ for wete ye wel

it falleth not for you / for he muft be a better kny3t than ye /
that

flialle welde this flielde
/ damoyfel fayd fyr kay wete ye wel

I toke this fheld in my handes by youre leue / for to behold it
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not to that entent
/
but goo where fomeuer thou wilt / for I will

not go with you /
Thenne the damoyfel ftode ftylle a grete why-

le / and byheld many of tho knyghtes /
Thenne fpak the kny-

ght La cote male tayle / fayre damoyfel I wille take the fliel-

de and that aduenture vpon me / foo I wyft I fliold knowe / 5

wheder ward my iourney myght be
/

for by caufe I was thys

daye made knyght I v/old take this aduenture vpon me
/

What is your name fayre yonge man faid the damoyfel / My
name is faid he la cote male tayle /

wel mayft thou be called fo

faid the damoyfel /
the kny^t with the euylle fliapen cote / but & 10

thou be foo hardy to take vpon the to bere that flielde and to fo-

lowe me / wete thou wel
/ thy ^yn flialle be as wel hewen as

thy cote / As for that faid la cote male tayle whan I am foo

hewen I wille afl^e you no falue to hele me with alle
/
And

forth with all ther came in to the Court two fquyers & brou5t 15

hym grete horfes and his armour and his fperes /
and anone

he was armed and tooke his leue / ^ I wold not by my will

faid the kynge that ye took vpon you that hard aduenture / fir

faid he
/
this aduenture is myn /

and the fyrft that euer I took

vpon me / and that wille I folowe what fomeuer come of me 20

^ Thenne that damoyfel departed / and la cote male tayle faft

folowed after
/
And within a whyle he ouertook the damoyfell

and anone flie myffaid hym in the fowleft maner

C Capitulum ^cvcium/

/^^i^ Henne fire kay ordeyned fir dagonet / kynge Arthurs

/ I foole to folowe after la cote male taile / and there fir 25

^^1^ kay ordeyned that fir Dagonet was horfed and armed

and bad hym folowe la cote male taile / and profer hym to luf-

te and foo he dyd / and whan he fawe la cote male tayle he cry-

ed and badde hym make hym redy to lufte / Soo fir la cote ma-

le tayle fmote fir Dagonet ouer his hors croupe / Thenne the 30

damoyfel mocked la cote male tayle / and faid fy for fhame
/

now art thou fhamed in Arthurs courte
/
whan they fende a

foole to haue adoo with the / and fpecially at thy fyrfl luftes /

thus fhe rode longe and chyde / ^ And within a whyle there
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caine fir Bleoberys the good knyght /
and there he lufted with

la cote male taylc /
and there fyre Bleoberys fmote hym fo fore

that hors and alle folic to the erth
/
Thenne la cote male tayle

arofe vp lyghtely and drcffid his flield
/ and drevve his fuerd

5 and wold haue done bataill to the vtterauce / for he was wode

wrothe / Not foo faid Bleoberys de ganys /
as at this tyme I

wille not fyghte vpon foote
/
Thenne the damoyfel Maledyfaut

rebuked hym in the fouleft maner /
and badde hym torne ayene

coward / A damoyfel he faid I pray you of mercy to myffajj/

10 me no more / my gryef is ynough though ye gyue me no more /

I calle my felf neuer the wers knyght / whan a marys fone fa-

yleth me / and alfo I compte me neuer the wers knyght for a

falle of fir Bleoberys / Soo thus he rode with her two dayes /

and by fortune there came fir Palomydes and encountred with

15 hym / and he in the fame wyfe ferued hym as dyd Bleoberys

to fore hand
/ ^ What doft thou here in my felaufliip faide the

damoyfel maledyfaunt / thou canft not fytte no knyghte /
nor

withftande hym one buffet / but yf hit were fir dagonet /
A fair

damoyfel I am not the wers to take a falle of fire Palamy-
20 des / and yet grete difworfliip haue I none / for neyder Bleo-

berys nor yet palamydes wold not fyghte with me on foote /

As for that faid the damoyfel wete thou wel they haue defda-

yne and fcorne to lyghte of their horfes to fyghte with fuche a

lewde knyght as thou arte / Soo in the meane whyle ther cam

25 fir Mordred /
fir Gawayns broder

/
and foo he felle in the felau-

fhip with the damoyfel maledyfaunt /
And thenne they came a-

fore the caflel Orgulous /
and there was fuche a cuftomme that

there mj'ght no knyght come by that cartel / but outlier he muft

lufte or be pryfoner / or at the left to lefe his hors and his har-

30 neis
/ and there came oute two knyghtes ageynfi: them / and fir

Mordred lufted with the formeft
/
and that knyght of the caf-

tel fmote fire Mordred doune of his hors
/
and thenne la cote

male tayle lulled with that other /
and eyther of hem fmote o-

ther doune hors and alle to the erthe /
And whanne they auo)'-

35 ded their horfes
/ thenne eyther of hem took others horfes /

^ And thenne la cote male tayle rode vnto that knyght that

fmote doune fire Mordred and lufted with hym /
And there

fyre La cote male tayle hurte & wounded hym paffynge fore
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and puttc hym from his hors as he had ben dede / So he torncd

vnto hym tliat mette hym afore / and he took the flyght toward

the caftcl /
and fire la cote male tayle rode after hym in to the

Caflel Orgulous / and there la cote male tayle flewe hym

He Capitulum iiij

Nd anone there came an honderd kny^tes about hym 5

and affaylled hym /
and whan he fawe his hors fiiold

be flayne /
he alyghte and voyded his hors /

& puttc the brydcl vn-

dcr his fccte /
and fo put hym out of the gate / And whan he had

foo done /
he hurled in amonge hem / and dreffid his bak vnto a

ladyes chamber walle
/ thynkyng'^ hym felf that he had leuer 10

dye there with worfliip / than to abyde the rebukes of the damoi-

fel Maledyfaunt /
And in the meanc tymc as he flood & fou^t

that lady whos was the chamber wentc out flyly at her poll-

erne /
and without the gates flie fond la cote male tayles hors

and lyghtly flic gate hym by the brydcl / and teyed hym to the 15

pofterne /
And thcnnc flic wcntc vnto her chambre fl}'ly agej'n

for to behold hou that one knyght fought ageynft an honderd

knyghtes /
And whan flie had behold hym longe / flie wcnte to

a wyndowe behyndc his bak / and faid thou knyght thou fygh-

tcll wondcrly wel
/
but for alle that at the laft thou muft ne- 20

des dye /
]^ut and thou canft thorou thy my^ty proweffe Wyn-

ne vnto }'onder pofterne / for there I hauc faftned thy hors to

abyde the / but wete thou wel thou muft thynke on thy wor-

fliip / & thynke not to dye / for thou maille not wynnc vnto that

pofterne without thou doo nobly and myghtly / Whan la cote t?

male tayle herd her faye fo / he grypcd his fwerd in his handes

and put his flicld fayre afore hym /
& thorou the thyckeft prccs

he thrullcd thorou them
/
And whan he came to the pofterne he

fond there redy four knyghtes /
and at two the fyrft ftrokcs he

flewe two of the knyghtes /
& the other fleddc / & foo he wanne 30

his hors and rode from them / and alle as it was it was reher-

ced in kynge Arthurs courte
/
hou he flewe twclue knyghtes

within the caftcl Orgulous / and fo he rode on his waye / And
in the meane whyle the damoyfel faid to fir Mordred I wene

my foolyfflie kny5t be outher flayn or take pryfoner / thcne we- 35

re they ware where he came rydyng / And whan he was come
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to them / he told alle how he hadde fpedde / and efcaped in defpy-

te of them alle / and fomme of the beft of hem wille telle no ta-

les /
Thou lyeft falfly faide the damoyfel / that dare I make go-

od
/
but as a foole and a daftard to alle knyghthode / they ha-

5 ue Icte the paffe / that may ye preue faid La cote male tayle /

With that file fente a currour of hers that rode alweye with her

for to knowe the trouthe of this dede / and foo he rode thydder

lyghtly /
and afl^ed how and in what maner that la cote ma-

le tayle was efcaped oute of the caftel / ^ Thenne alle the

lo knyghtes curfyd hym and faid that he was a fende and noo

man
/

For he hath flayne here twelue of oure beft knyghtes / &
we wendc vnto this daye that hit ben to moche for fir lau-

celot du lake or for fire Triftram de lyones /
And in defpyte of

vs alle he is departed from vs and maulgre oure hedes /

15 ^ With this anfuer the currour departed and came to Male-

dyfaunt his lady / and told her alle how fyr la cote male ta-

yle had fpedde at the caftel Orgulous / Thenne fhe fmote doun

her heed
/
and fayd lytel / By my hede faid fir Mordred to the

damoyfel ye are gretely to blame fo to rebuke hym /
for I war-

20 ne you playnly he is a good knyghte / and I doubte not
/ but

he fhalle preue a noble knyghte /
but as yet he may not yet fytt

fure on horfbak
/

for he that flialle be a good horfman
/

hit muft

come of vfage and excercyfe /
But whan he cometh to the flro-

kes of his fwerd
/
he is thenne noble and myghty /

and that fa-

25 we fire Bleoberys and fir Palamydes /
for wete ye wel they

are wyly men of armes
/
and anon they knowe when they fee

a yonge knyghte by his rydyng /
how they ar fure to yeue hym

a falle from his hors or a grete buffet /
But for the mooft par-

ty they wille not lyghte on foote with yonge knyghtes / For

30 they are wyght and ftrongly armed /
For in lyke wyfe fir la-

uncelot du lake whan he was fyrfte made knyghte / he was of-

ten putte to the werfe vpon horfbak /
but euer vpon foote he re-

couerd his renomme / and flewe and defoyled many knygh-
tes of the round table /

And therfor the rebukes that fir Laun-

35 celot dyd vnto many knyghtes caufeth them that be men of pro-

weffe to beware / for often I haue fene the old preued knygh-
tes rebuked and flayne by them that were but yonge begyn-
ners / Thus they rode fure talkynge by the way to gyders /
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f] Ibere leue we of a wb\}lc of tbis tale an& fpeke we of fire

Xauncelot bu lafte/

C Capitulum (Siuintum

/l^tm^ Hat whan he was come to the courte of kynge Arthur

i \ thenne herd he telle of the yonge knyghte la cote male

^^^^ tayle how he flewe the lyon / & how he tooke vpon hym
the aduenture of the black Ihclde / the whiche was named atte

that tyme the hardyeft aduenture of the world
/ Soo god me 5

faue faid fir Laucelot vnto many of his felawes
/

it was fha-

me to alle the noble knyghtes to fuffre fuche a yonge knyghte

to take fuche aduenture vpon hym for his deftructyon / for I

wille that ye wete faid fire launcelot / that that damoyfel ma-

ledyfaunt hath born that flielde many a day for to feche the moft 10

proued knyghtes /
and that was flie that Breunys faunce py-

te took that fheld from her
/
and after Triftram de lyones refco-

wed that flielde from hym /
and gaf it to the damoyfell ageyne

A lytil afore that tyme that fir Triftram fought with my ne-

uewe fire Blamore de Ganys for a quarel that was betwixe 15

the kynge of Irland and hym /
Thenne many knyghtes were

fory that fir La cote male tayle was gone forth to that aduen-

ture
/ Truly faid fir launcelot I caft me to ryde after hym / and

within feuen dayes fir launcelot ouertook la cote male tayle /

And thenne he falewed hym /
and the damoyfel maledyfaunt / 20

And whan fir Mordred fawe fir laucelot / thenne he lefte their

felaufhip /
and foo fir launcelot rode with hem al a day / and e-

uer that damoyfel rebuked la cote male taile
/
and thenne fire

launcelot anfuerd for hym /
thenne flie lefte of / and rebuked fir

launcelot
/
Soo this meane tyme fyre Triftram fente by a da- 25

moyfel a letter vnto fire launcelot excufynge hym of the wed-

dynge of Ifoud le blaunche maynys / and faid in the letter as

he was a true kny3t /
he hadde neuer adoo flefflily with Ifoud

la blaunche maynys /
and paffynge curtoifiy & gentyly fir trif-

tram wrote vnto fire launcelot
/ euer byfechyng hym to be his 30

good frende
/
& vnto la beale Ifoud of Cornewaile / and that fire
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Launcelot wold cxcufe hym yf that euer he fawe her / ^ And
within fliortc tyme by the grace of god faid fir Triflram that

he wold fpeke with la Bealc Ifoud and with hym ryghtc

haftcly / Thenne fire Launcelot departed from the damoyfel / &
5 from fyr la cote male taile for to ouerfee that letter

/ and to

wryte another letter vnto fyre Triftram de lyones /
and in the

meane whyle la cote male tayle roode with the damoyfel vntyl

they came to a caftel that hyght Pendragon / and there were

fyxe knyghtes ftode afore hym /
and one of hem profercd to luf-

10 te with la cote male tayle /
And there la cote male taylc fmote

hym ouer his hors croupe / ^ And thenne the fyue knyghtes

fette vpon hym all at ones with their fperes / & there they fmo-

te la cote male tayle doune hors and man
/
And thenne they a-

lyght fodenly / and fette their handcs vpon hym all attones /

15 and toke hym prj'foner / and foo ledde hym vnto the caftel
/
&

kepte hym as pryfoner / And on the morne fir Launcelot arofe

and delyuerd the damoyfel with letters vnto fir Triflram
/
&

thenne he took his way after la cote male tayle / & by the waye

vpon a brydge there was a knyghte profered fire Launcelot to

20 lufte /
and fire Launcelot fmote hym doune / and thenne the}'

foughte vpon foote a noble batail to gyders and a myghty / &
at the lafte fire Launcelot fmote hym doune grouelynge vpon
his handes and his knees

/
And thenne that knyghte yelded

hym /
and fire launcelot receyued hym fayre / Syr faid the kn-

25 yght I requyre the telle me your name
/

for moche my hcrte ye-

ueth vnto you / Nay faid fire Launcelot as at this tyme I wil

not telle you my name
/ onles thenne that ye telle me your na-

me
/ Certaynly faid the knyght my name is fir Nerouens that

was made knyght of my lord fir Launcelot du lake
/ A Nero-

30 uens de lyle faid fire Launcelot I am ryght gladde that ye ar

proued a good knyghte / for now wete ye wel my name is fir

Launcelot du lake
/ Alias faid fire Nerouens de lyle what ha-

ue I done
/
and there with al flatlyng he felle to his feet / and

would haue kyfi: them
/ but fir Launcelot wold not lete hym / &

35 thenne eyther made grete ioye of other / And thenne fire Nero-

uens told fir Launcelot that he fliold not goo by the caftel of

Pendragon / for there is a lord a myghty knyght / and many

knyghtes with hym /
and this nyght I herd fay that they toke
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a knyght pryfoner yefterday that rode with a damoyfel /
& they

faye he is a knyghte of the round table

C Capitulum vj

mSaid

fir Launcelot that knyght is my felawe
/
& hym

fliallc I refcowe or els I flialle lefe my lyf therfore

And there with alle he rode faft tyl he came before the
5

Cartel of Pendragon /
and anonc there with alle there cam vj

knyghtes /
and alle made hem redy to fette vpon fire Launcelot

at ones / thennc fire Laucelot feutryd his fpere / and fmote the

formeft that he brake his bak in fonder
/
and thre of them hytte

and thrc fayled /
And thcnne fire launcelot pafi: thorou them

/
10

and lyghtly he torned in ageyne / and fmote another knyghte /

thorugh the breft and thorou oute the bak more than an ell / &
ther with alle his fpere brak / Soo thenne alle the remenaunt

of the four knyghtes drewe their fwerdes and lafflied at fyre

Launcelot / And at euery ftroke fire launcelot beftowed fo his 15

ftrokes that at four ftrokes fondry they auoyded theyr fadcls

paffynge fore wounded
/
and forthe with alle rode hurlynge

in to that caftel /
And anon the lord of the cartel that was that

tyme cleped fir Bryan de les yles the which was a noble ma
and grete enemy vnto kyng arthur / within a whyle he was 20

armed and vpon horrt^ak
/
And thenne they feutr}'d their fpe-

res and hurled to gyders foo rtrongly that bothe theire horfes

raffhed to the erthe
/
And thenne they auoyded their fadels / &

dreffid their fheldes and drewe theire fwerdes and flange to

gyders as wood men
/
and there were many rtrokes ycuen in a 25

whyle /
at the lart fir launcelot gaf to fir Bryan fuche a buffet

that he kneled vpon his knees / and thenne fir launcelot raf-

flied vpon hym /
and with grete force he pulled of his helme /

and whannc fire Bryan fawe that he fliold be flayne he yelded

hym and put hym in his mercy and in his grace / Thenne fire 30

launcelot made hym to delyuer alle his pryfoners that he had

within his caftel
/
and therin fir laucelot fonde of arthurs kn-

yghtes thyrtty /
and

/
xl

/ ladyes / and foo he delyuerd hem / and

thenne he rode his waye / and anon as la cote male tayle was

delyuerd he gat his hors and his harneis / and his damoyfel 35
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Maledyfaunt j the inennc whyle fyre Ncroueus that fir Laun-

celot had foiighten with alle afore at the brydge / he fente a da-

moyfcl after fir Launcelot to wete hoii he fpedde at the Caflell

of Pendragon /
And thcnne they within the caflel merucylled

5 what knj-ght he was whan fir Bryan and his knyghtes de-

lyuerd alle tho pryfoners /
haue ye no merueille faid the da-

moyfel / for the beft knyghte in this world was here
/ and dyd

this iourney /
and wete ye wel flie faid it was fire launcelott

Thenne was fir Bryan ful gladde and foo was his lady / &
10 alle his knyghtes / that fuche a man fliold wynne them

/ And
whan the damoyfel and la cote male tayle vnderftood that it

was fyr Launcelot du lake that had ryden with them in felau-

fhip / ^ And that flie remembryd her hou flie had rebuked hym
and callyd hym coward / thenne was flie paffynge heuy

%
C Capitulum feptimum

15 /^^^ Oo thenne they took their horfes and rode forth a pas

after fire Launcelot /
And within two myle they ouer-

took hym /
and falewed hym / and thanked hym / and

the damoyfel cryed fir Launcelot mercy of her euyll dede
/ and

fayenge /
for now I knowe the floure of alle knyghthode is

20 departed euen bitwene fire Triflram and you /
For god kno-

weth faid the damoyfel that I haue foughte you my lord fir

Launcelot and fir Triftram longe /
and now I thanke god I

haue mette with you / and ones at Camelot I mette with fir

Triflram / and there he refcowed this blak fhelde with the why-
25 te hand holdynge a naked fwerd / that fir Bruyns faunce py-

te had taken from me / Now fayre damoyfel faid fir Launcelot

who told you my name
/ Syre faid fhe / there came a damoyfell

from a knyghte that ye fought with all at the brydge / and flie

told me your name was fir Launcelot du lake
/ blame haue

30 fhe thenne faid fire Launcelot /
but her lord fire Neroueus ha-

th told her
/ But damoyfel faid fire Launcelot vpon this coue-

naunt I wille ryde with you / fo that ye wille not rebuke this

knyght fir La cote male tayle nomore / for he is a good knyght
and I doubte not he fiialle preue a noble knyght / and for his
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fake and pyte that he iliolde not be deftroyed / I folowed hym
to focoure hym in this grete nede /

A
/
Ihefu thanke you faid the

damoyfel /
for now I wil fay vnto you and to hym both / I re-

buked hym neuer for no hate that I hated hym /
but for grete

loue that I had to hym /
For euer I fupoofed that he had ben 5

to yonge and to tendyr to take vpon hym thefe aduentures /

And therfore by my wille I wold haue dryuen hym aweye

for laloufy that I had of his lyf /
for it maye be no yong kny-

ghtes dede that fhal enchyeue this aduenture to the ende /
Per-

dieu faid fire Launucelot hit is wel faid / and where ye are cal- 10

led the damoyfel Maledyfaunt I wille calle you the damoy-
fel Bien penfaunt /

and foo they rode forthe a grete whyle vn-

to they came to the Bordoure of the countrey of Surlufe /
and

there they fond a fayr vyllage with a ftronge brydge lyke a

fortreffe /
And whanne fir launcelot and they were at the brid- 15

ge /
there ftarte forth afore them of gentilmen and yomen ma-

ny that faide / Faire lordcs ye maye not paffe this brydge and

this fortreffe by caufe of that black fhelde that I fee one of

you here / And therfore there flialle not paffe but one of you at

ones / therfore chefe you whiche of you flialle entre withynne 20

this brydge fyrfte / Thenne fir Launcelot profered hym felf fyrft

to entrc within this brydge / Syr faid La cote male tayle I bi-

feche you lete me entre within this fortreffe / and yf I may fpe-

de wel / I wille fende for you / and yf it happend that I be flayn

there it goth / And yf foo be that I am a pryfoner taken /
then- 25

ne maye ye refcowe me
/

I am lothe faid fir launcelot to lete

you paffe this paffage / Syre faid la cote male tayle I praye

you lete me putte my body in this aduenture
/ Now goo youre

waye faid fire Lancelot / and Ihefu be your fpede / So he entrid

and anone there mette with hym two bretheren / the one hy3te 3°

fyr Playne de force and the other hyght fir Playne de amours

And anone they mette with fir la cote male tayle / and fyrfte

la cote male tayle fmote doune Playne de force
/
and after he

fmote doune playne de amours
/
and thenne they dreffid them

to their flieldes and fwerdes / and badde la cote male tayle a- 35

lyghte /
and foo he dyd /

and there was daffhyng and foynyng
with fwerdes

/
and foo they began to affaile ful hard la cote

male tayle / and many grete woundes they gaf hym vpon his
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heed and vpon his bred and vpon his (liolders
/ And as he

myght eucr amongc he gaf faddc ftrokes ageyne /

And thenne the two brctheren traced and trauercyd for to be

of bothe handcs of fire la cote male tayle /
but he by fyne force &

5 knyghtly proweffc gate hem afore hym / And thenne whan he

felte hym felf foo wounded /
thenne he doubled his ftrokes / &

gaf them foo many woundes that he feld them to the erthe / &
wold haue flayne them had they not yelded them / And ry5t

foo fire la cote male tayle tooke the beft hors that there was of

10 them thre /
and foo rode forth his vvaye to the other fortreffe &

brydge and there he mette with the thyrd broder whoos name

was fire Plenorius
/
a ful noble knyghte / and there they luf-

ted to gyder / and cythcr fmote other doune hors and man to

the erthe / And thenne they auoydcd their horfes / and dreffid

IS their flieldes / and drewe their fwerdcs
/ and gaf many fad ftro-

kes
/
and one whyle the one knyght was afore on the brydge /

and an other whyle the other
/
And thus they foughte two

houres and more
/
and neuer refted

/
And euer fire Launcelot

and the damoyfel beheld them
/ ^ Alias faid the damoyfel my

20 knyghte fyghteth paffynge fore and ouer longe / ^ Now may
ye fee faid fir Launcelot that he is a noble knyghte for to con-

fydre his fyrfte bataile / and his greuous woundes / And euen

forth with all fo wounded as he is / it is merueile that he may
endure this longe batail with that good knyghte /

C Capitulum ©ctauum

25 /^^Bi^ His meane whyle fyre la cote male tayle fanke ryghte

/ 1 doun vpon the erthe
/ what forwounded and what for-

^^^ bled he myghte not ftande / Thenne the other knyghte
hadde pyte of hym / and fayd fayr yonge knyghte defmaye you
not / for had ye ben frefflie whan ye mette with me / as I was

/

30 I wote wel that I fhold not haue endured fo longe as ye ha-

ue done
/ and therfore / for youre noble dedes of armes

/
I fhall

fhewe to you kyndenes and gentylneffe in alle that I maye /

And forth with al this noble knyght fir Plenorius took hym
vp in his armes / and ledde hym in to his toure

/
And thenne
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he commaunded hym the vvyn /
and made to farchc hym and to

ftoppe his bledynge woundes / ^ Syre faid la cote male tayle

withdrawe you from me
/
and hyhe you to yonder brydge age-

yne /
for there wille mete with you another mancr knyght than

euer was I
/ why faid Plenorius /

is there another manor kn- 5

yght behynde of your felaufhip / ye faid la cote male tayle / ther

is a mochc better knyght than I am / what is his name fayd

Plenorius / ye flialle not knowc for me
/

faid la cote male tayle

Wei faid the knyght /
he flialle be encountred with allc / what

fomeuer he be
/
Thenne fir Plenorius herd a knyght calle / that 10

fayd fyr Plenorius where art thou / outlier thou muft delyuer

mc the pr)-foner that thou haft led vnto thy toure / or els come

and doo bataile with me
/
Thenne Plenorius gat his hors / and

came with a fpere in his hand walloppynge toward fyr laun-

celot
/
and thenne they beganne to feutre their fperes / and came 15

to gyders as thonder /
and fmote eyther other fo myghtely that

their horfes felle doune vnder them /
And thenne they auoyded

their horfes / and pulled out their fwerdes
/
& lyke two bulles

they lafflied to gyders with grete ftrokes and foynes / but euer

fyr launcelot recouerd ground vpon hym / and fire Plenorius 20

traced to haue gone aboute hym / But fire launcelot wold not

fuffer that /
but bare hym backer and backer

/ tyll he came nyyhe

his toure gate /
And thenne faid fire launcelot I knowe the

wel for a good knyght / but wete thou wel / thy lyf and dethe

is in my hand /
and therfore yelde the to me

/ and thy pryfoner 25

The other anfuerd no word
/
but ftrake my5tcly vpon fir lau-

celots helme that the fyre fprange out of his eyen / thenne fyre

Launcelot doubled his ftrokes foo thyck / and fmote at hym fo

myghtely that he made hym knele vpon his knees
/ And there

with fir launcelot lepte vpon hym / and pulled hym grouelyng 30

doune /
Thenne fir Plenorius yelded hym /

and his toure
/ and

alle his pryfoners at his wille / thenne fir launcelot receyued

hym and took his trouthe /
and thcne he rode to the other bryd-

ge / and there fir launcelot lufted with other thre of his brethe-

ren / the one hyglit Pillounes / and the other hyght Pellogris 35

and the thyrdde fir Pellandris / and fyrft vpon horfbak fir la-

uncelot fmote hem doune /
and afterward he bete them on foote /

and made them to yelde them vnto hym / and thenne he retorned
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vnto fir Plenorius / and there he fond in his pryfon kyng Ca-

rados of fcotland and many other knyghtes / and alle they

were delyuerd /
And thenne fire la cote male tayle came to fire

launcelot
/ and thenne fir launcelot wold haue yeuen hym alle

thefe fortreffes and thefe brydges / Nay faid la cote male tayle

I wille not haue fire Plenorius lyuelode / with that he wylle

graunte you my lord fire launcelot to come vnto kynge Arth-

urs courte and to be his knyght and alle his bretheren I will

pray you my lord to lete hym haue his lyuelode /
I wille wcl

10 faid fire launcelot / with this that he wille come to the Courte

of kynge Arthur and bicome his man / and his bretheren fy-

ue / And as for you fir Plenorius I wille vndertake faid fir

Launcelot at the next feeft foo there be a place voyded that ye

flialle be knyght of the round table
/ Syr faid Plenorius atte

15 next feeft of Pentecoft I wille be at Arthurs courte /
and at

that tyme I wille be guyded and ruled as kynge Arthur &

ye wille haue me / Thenne fir Launcelot and fire la cote male

tayle repofed hem there vnto the tyme fire la cote male ta-

yle was hole of his woundes / and there they hadde mery chere

20 and good reft and many good gamys /
and there were many

fayre ladyes /

C dapitulum IHonum/

t^-l Nd in the meane whyle came fir kay the fenefchal and

/^^^ fire Brandyles /
and anone they felaufliypped wyth

them
/
And thenne within ten dayes thene departed tho knygh-

25 tes of Arthurs Courte from thefe fortreffes / And as fir lau-

celot came by the caftel of Pendragon / there he putte fir Bry-
an de les yles from his landes

j
for caufe he wold neuer be with-

hold with kynge Arthur /
and alle that caftel of Pendragon /

and alle the landes therof he gaf to fire la cote male tayle / &
30 thene fir launcelot fente for Neroueus that he made ones kn-

yghte / and he made hym to haue alle the rule of that caftel / &
of that countrey vnder la cote mayle tayle /

and foo they rode to

Arthurs courte al holy to gyders /
And at Pentecofl next fo-

lowynge there was fire Plenorius and fir la cote male tayle

35 called otherwyfe by ryght fyr Brcuncs Ic noyre bothc maade
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knyghtes of the table round / and grete londes kynge Arthur

gaf them / and there Breune le noyre wedded that damoyfell

Maledyfaunt / And after flie was called Beau viuante / but

euer after for the more party he was called la cote male tayle

and he preued a paffynge noble knyghte and myghty / & many 5

worfhipful dedes he dyd after in his lyf /
and fire Plenorius

proued a noble knyght and ful of proweffe / and alle the da-

yes of their lyf for the mooft party they awayted vpon fir lau-

celot / and fire Plenorius bretheren were euer knyghtes of ky-

nge Arthur / and alfo as the frenffhe book maketh mencyon / 10

fyr la cote male tayle auengyd his faders dethe /

C Capitulum y

ll-^-l Ow leue we here lire la cote male tayle /
and tome we

H ^ vnto fir Triftram de lyones that was in Bretayne /

whanne la beale Ifoud vnderftode that he was wedded / (he fent

to hj'm by her mayden Bragwayne as pyteous letters as co- 15

udc be thoughte and made / and her conclufion was
/ that / and

hit pleafyd fyr Triftram / that he wold come to her courte / and

brynge with hym Ifoud la blaunche maynys /
and they fhold

be kepte as wel as flie her felf / Thenne fir Triftram called vn-

to hym fir kehydius / and afked hym whether he wold go with 20

hym in to Cornewaile fecretely /
He anfuerd hym that he was

redy at al tymes / And thenne he lete ordeyne pryuely /
a lytel

veffel / and therin they wente fyr Triftram / kehydius / Dame

Bragwayne and Gouernaile fir Triftrams fquyer / So when

they were in the fee / a contraryous wynde blewe hem on the co- 25

ftes of Northwalys nygh the caftcl peryllous / Thenne fayd fir

Triftram here flialle ye abyde me thefe ten dayes /
and Gouer-

naile my fquyer with you /
And yf fo be I come not ageyne /

by that daye / take the next way in to Cornewaile
/

for in thys
foreft are many ftraunge aduentures /

as I haue herd faye / & 3°

fomme of hem I cafte me to preue or I departe /
And whanne

I maye / I flialle hyhe me after you /
Thenne fir Triftram and

kehydius took their horfes and departed from their felaufhip /

And foo they rode within that foreft a myle and more / And
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at the laft fir Triftram fawc afore hym a lykely kny5t armed

fyttyngc by a wcllc
/
and a ftrongc myghty hors paffyng ny-

ghe hym tcyed to an Oke and a man houyngc and rydynge

by hym ledynge an hors lade with fperes / And this knyghte
5 that fatte atte welle / femed by his countenaunce to be paffyng

heuy / Thcnnc fire Triftram rode nere hym / and faid fayr kny3t

why fytte ye foo droupyng / ye feme to be a knyght erraunt by

your armes and harneis / and therfor dreffe you to lufte with

one of vs or with bothe / There with all that knyght made noo

10 wordes / but took his flielde and bokeled hit aboute his neck
/

and lyghtcly he took his hors and lepte vpon hym / And the-

ne he took a grete fpere of his fquyer /
and departed his waye

a furlonge / Sire kehydius afked leue of fir Triftram to lufire

fyrft / doo your beft faid fire Triftram
/
foo they mette to gydcrs

15 and there fir kehydius had a falle / and was fore wounded /

on hyghe aboue the pappys / ^ Thenne fir Triftram faid / kny5t
that is wel lufted

/
Now make you redy vnto me /

I am redy

faid the knyght / And thenne that knyght took a grctter fpcre

in his hand
/
and encountred with fir Triftram / and there by

20 grete force that knyght fmote doune fir Triftram from his ho-

rs and had a grete falle / Thenne fir Triftram was fore afha-

med / and lyghtly he auoyded his hors / and put his (held a-

fore his fliolder and drewe his fwerd / And thenne fire Tryf-

tram requyred that knyghte of his knyghthode to alyghte vp-

25 on foote and fyghte with hym /
I wille wel faid the knyght

and foo he alyghte vpon foote /
and auoyded his hors / and caft

his fheldc vpon his ftiolder / and drewe his fwerd / and there

they fought a longe bataile to gyder ful nyghe two houres /

^ Thenne fir Triftram faid fayr knyght hold thyn hand
/
&

30 telle me of whens thou arte / and what is thy name / ^ As for

that faid the knyght /
I wille be auyfed /

but and thou wolt

telle me thy name / peraduenture I wille telle the myn /

C Capitulum yj

1 1-4-1 Ow fayr knyght he faid
/ my name is fire Triftram de

Urn ^lyones / Syre faide the other knyght / and my name is

35 fir lamorak de galys / A fir lamorak faid fir Triftram / well
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be we mette /
and bethynke the now of the defpyte thou dydeft

me of the fendyng of the home vnto kynge Markes courte to

the entente to haue flayne or difhonoured my lady the Ouene

la Beale Ifoud / and therfore wete thou wel faid fir Triftram

the one of vs flialle dye or we departe / Sire faid fir Lamorak s

remembre that we were to gyders in the yle of feruage / and at

that tyme ye promyfed me grete frendfhip /
thenne fire Triftram

wold make no lenger delayes but laffhed at fir Lamorak / &
thus they foughte longe / tyl eyder were wery of other / Thenne

fir Triftram feid to fir Lamorak in alle my lyf mette I neuer lo

with fuche a knyght that was foo bygge and well brethed as

ye be / therfore faid fyre Triftram bit were pyte / that ony of vs

both fhold here be mefchyeued Syr faid fire Lamorak for youre

renomme and name I wille that ye haue the worfhip of this

bataille / and therfor I will yelde me vnto you / And ther with 15

he took the poynte of his fwerd to yelde hym / Nay faid fir trif-

tram ye fhalle not doo foo / for wel I knowe your prefers and

more of your gentylneffe than for my fere or drede ye haue of

me
/ And there with alle fir Triftram profered hym his fwerde

and faid fire Lamorak as an ouercomen knyghte I yelde me 20

vnto you /
as to a ma of the moft noble prowcffe / that euer I

mette with alio
/ Nay faid fir Lamorak I wille doo you gen-

tylneffe / I requyre yow lete vs be fworne to gyders that ne-

uer none of vs fhalle after this day haue adoo with other / and

there with alle fyre Triftram and fire Lamorak fware that ne- 25

uer none of hem fhold fyghte ageynft other nor for wele / nor

for woo

C Capitulum yij

HNd
this mcane whyle there came fire Palomydes the

good knyght folowynge the queftynge becft that hadde

in fliap a hede lykc a ferpentes hede
/
and a body lyke a 30

lybard / buttocks lyke a lyon /
and foted lyke an herte /

and in

his body there was fuche a noyfe as hit had ben the noyfe of

thyrtty coupel of houdes queftyng /
and fuche a noyfe that beeft

made where fomeuer he wente
/
& this beeft euermore fyr palo-

mydes folowed
/ for hit was called his queft / & ry5t fo as he fo- 35

lowed this beeft
/ it came by fyr Triftram / and foone after cam
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Palamydes / and to brcuc this matcre /
he fmote doune fir trif-

tram and fir Lamoi'ak bothc with one fpere / and foo he depar-

ted after the befte Glatyfaunt /
that was called the queftynge

bceft / wherfore thefc two knyghtes were paffynge wrothe / that

5 fir Palomydes wold not fyghte on foote with hem /

^J Mere men may vnderftande /
that ben of worfhip that he was

neuer fourmed that alle tymes myght flande / but fomtyme he

was putte to the werfe by male fortune / And at fomme tyme
the wers knyghte putte the better knyghte to a rebuke /

Then-

10 ne fire Triftram and fire Lamorak gate fire kehydius vpon a

flield betwixe them bothe / and ledde hym to a fofters lodge /
&

there they gaf hym in charge to kepe hym well / and with hym
they abode thre dayes / Thenne the two knyghtes toke their hor-

fes
/
and at the croffe they departed /

And thenne faid fir Trif-

15 tram to fire Lamorak I requyre you yf ye happe to mete wyth
fir Palamydes / fay hym that he flial fynde me atte fame welle

there I mette hym / and there I fire Triftram flialle preue whe-

ther he be better knyght than I
/ and foo eyther departed from

other a fondry way / and fire triftram rode nyghe there as was

20 fire kehydius / and fire Lamorak rode vn tyl he came to a chap-

pel /
and there he putte his hors vnto pafture / and anone there

came fir Melyagaunce that was kynge Bagdemagus fone /
&

he there putte his hors to pafture /
and was not ware of fir la-

morak / and thenne this knyght fire Melliagaunce maade his

25 mone of the loue that he hadde to quene Gueneuer / and there

he made a woful complaynte /
All this herd fire Lamorak

/ and

on the morne fir lamorak took his hors and rode vnto the fo-

reft / and there he mette with two knyghtes houynge vnder the

wood fhawe / Faire knyghtes faid fire Lamorak what doo ye

30 houynge here and watchynge /
And yf ye be knyghtes arraunt

that wille lufte / loo I am redy / Nay fir knyght they faid / not

foo / we abyde not here for to lufte with you / but we lye here in

a wayte of a Knyghte that flewe our broder /

^ What knyght was that faid fir Lamorak that ye wold fa-

35 yne mete with all / Syre they faid /
hit is fire launcelot that fle-

we oure broder
/ And yf euer we mayo mete with hym / he dial

not efcape but we flialle flee hym / ^ Ye take vpon you a
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grete charge faidc fir Lamorak / for fire launcelot is a noble

proued kny3t /
As for that we doute not

/
for there nys none of

vs but we are good ynough for hym I will not bileue that

faid fir Lamorak
/

For I herd neuer yet of no knyght the da-

yes of my lyf but fir launcelot was to bygge for hym 5

C Capitulum yitj/

l.^Yyght foo as they flode talkynge thus / fyre Lamorak

^f^ ^was ware hou fyr launcelot came rydynge flreyghte

toward them
/
thenne fire Lamorak falewed hym /

and he hym

ageyne /
And thenne fire lamorak afked fir launcelot / yf there

were ony thynge that he myght doo for hym in thefe marches /
lo

Nay faid fire launcelot not at this tyme /
I thanke you / thenne

eyther departed from other
/
and fir Lamorak rode ageyn ther

as he lefte the two knyghtes / and thenne he fond them hydde
in the leued woode

/ Fy on you faid fir Lamorak fals cowar-

des
/ pyte and fliame it is

/
that ony of you fhold take the hyhe is

ordre of knyghthode / Soo fir Lamorak departed fro them / and

within a whyle he mette with fire Melyagaunce /
And thenne

fyre Lamorak afked hym / why he loued Ouene Gueneuer

as he dyd / for I was not fer from you whanne ye made yo-

ur complaynte by the chappel / Dyd ye foo faid fir Melyagau- 20

ce / thenne wille I abyde by hit / I loue quene gueneuer what

wille ye with hit
/

I wille preuc and make good / that flie is

the fayreft lady and mooft of beaute in the world / ^ As to

that faid fire Lamorak I fay nay therto / for quene Morgaufe
of Orkeney moder to fire Gawayne and his moder is the fay- 25

reft quene and lady that bereth the lyf / That is not fo fayd

fyre Melyagaunce / and that wille I preue with my handes

vpon thy body / Wille ye foo faid fire Lamorak
/
and in a better

quarel kepe I not to fyghte / Thenne they departed eyther from

other in grete wrathe
/ And thenne they came rydyng to gyder 30

as hit had ben thonder
/
and eyther fmote other fo fore that the-

ir horfes felle bakward to the erthe / And thenne they auoyded
their horfes and dreffid their flieldes

/
and drewe their fwerdes

And thenne they hurtled to gyders as wylde bores
/ and thus
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they fought a gretc whyle / For Melyagaunce was a good
man and of grete myght / but fire Lamorak was hard bygge
for hym / and putte hym alwcyes a bak / but eyther had wo-

unded other fore / ^ And as they ftode thus fyghtynge / by for-

5 tune came fire Launcelot and fire Bleobcrys rydynge / And
thenne fire launcelot rode betwixe them / and afked them / For

what caufe they fought foo to gyders / and ye are bothe knygh-
tes of kynge Arthur /

C Capitulum yiiij

SYr
faid Melyagaunce I flialle telle you for what ca-

ufe we doo this bataille /
I prayfed my lady Quene

Gueneuer
/

and faid fhe was the fayreft lady of the

world / and fire Lamorak faid nay therto / For he faid quene

Morgaufe of Orkeney was fayrer than fhe and more of beau-

te / A fyre Lamorak why faift thou foo / hit is not thy parte to

15 difprayfe thy prynceffe that thou arte vnder theire obeyffaunce

dn we alle / and there with he alyghte on foote
/ and fayd

for this quarel make the redy / For I wille preue vpon the /

that Quene Gueneuer is the fayreft lady and moofi: of boun-

te in the world ^ Syre faid fire Lamorak I am loth

20 to haue adoo with you in this quarell / For eucry man thyn-

keth his owne lady fayreft / and though I prayfe the lady /

that I loue moofi;
/ ye fhold not be wrothe / For though my la-

dy quene Gueneuer be fayreft in your eye / wete ye wel Quene

Morgaufe of Orkeney is fayreft in myn eye / and foo euery

25 knyght thynketh his owne lady fayreft / and wete ye wel fyr

ye are the man in the world excepte fire Triftram / that I am
mooft lotheft to haue adoo with alle

/ But and ye wille nedes

fyghte with me I fhal endure you as long as I may /

^ Thenne fpake fire Bleoberys /
and faid / my lord fire Lau-

30 celot / I wyfte you neuer foo myfauyfed as ye are now / For

fyre Lamorak faith you but reafon and knyghtely / ^ For I

warne you I haue a lady /
and me thynketh that flie is the

fayreft lady of the world
/
were this a grete reafon that ye fli-

old be wrothe with me for fuche langage / And wel ye wote /

35 that fyr Lamorak is as noble a knyght as I knowe / and he
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hath oughte you and vs euer good vvillc / and therforc I pr-

aye you be good frendes / ^ Thennc fire Launcelot fayd

vnto fir lamerak
/

I pray you forycue me myn euylle vvyllc /

And yf I was myfauyfed I wille amende hit / Syre fayde

fir Lamorak the amendys is foone made betwi.xe you and me s

And foo fir Launcelot and fire Bleoberys departed /
and fyr

Melyagaunce and fir Lamorak took their horfes
/
and eyther

departed from other
/
And within a wliyle came kynge Ar-

thur and mette with fir Lamoralv and luflied with hym / and

there he fmote doune fire Lamorack / and wounded hym fore lo

with a fpere /
and foo he rode from hym /

wherfore fir Lamorak

was wrothe that he wold not fyghte with hym on foote
/
hou

be it that fire Lamorak knewe not kynge Arthur

C CapituUtm yv

mOw
leue we of this tale /

and fpeke we of fire Trift-

ram
/
that as he rode he mette with fir kay the fenefchal 15

and there fire kay afivcd fir Trifiiram of what coutrey

he was /
he anfuerd that he was of the countrey of Cornewail

Hit maye wcl be faid fir kay /
for yet herd I neuer that euer

good knyghte came oute of Cornewaile / that is euyl fpoken

faid fir Triftram
/
but and it plcafe you to telle me your name ;o

I requyre you / Syre wete ye wel faid fire kay that my name

is fire kay the fenefchal
/

Is that your name faid fir Triftram
/

now wete ye well that ye are named the fliamefulleft knyghte

of youre tonge that now is lyuyngc /
how be it ye are called a

good knyght /
but ye are called vnfortunate /

and paffyng ouer- 25

thwarte of your tonge /
And thus they rode to gyders tyl they

came to a brydge /
And there was a knyghte wold not lete

hem paffe / tyl one of hem lufted with hym /
and fo that kny5t

lufted with fir kay /
and there that knyght gaf fir kay a fallc /

his name was fire Tor fyre Lamoraks half broder /
and then- 30

ne they two rode to theyrc lodgynge /
And there they fonde fire

Brandyles /
and fir Tor came thydcr anone after /

^ And as they fatte atte fouper thefe foure knygtes /
thrc of
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them fpak alle (hamc by Cornyfflie knyghtes / ^ Syr

Triftram herd alle that they faide / and he fayd but lytell /

but he thoughte the more
/
but at that tyme he difcoucrd not his

name
/ Vpon the morne fir Triftram took his hors / and abode

5 them vpon their way / And there fyre Brandyles proferd to

lufte with fir Triftram /
and fir Triftram fmote hym doune ho-

rs and alle to the erthe /
Thenne fire Tor le fyfe de vayfhoure

encountred with fyre Triftram /
and there fire Triftram fmote

hym doune / and thenne he rode his waye /
and fir kay folowed

10 hym / but he wold not of his felaufhip / Thenne fire Brandy-
les came to fir kay /

and faid I wold wcte fayne what is that

knyghtes name
/
Come on with me faid fir kay /

and we fliall

praye hym to telle vs his name
/ Soo they rode to gyders / tylle

they came nyghe hym / and thenne they were ware where he fat

15 by a welle / and had puttc of his helme to drynke at the welle

And whanne he fawe them come /
he laced on his helme lyght-

ly / and took his hors
/ and proferd hem to lufte / Nay faid fyre

Brandyles we lufted late ynough with you / we come not in

that entent / But for this we come to requyre you of knyght-
;o hode to telle vs your name / My fayre knyghtes fythen that is

your defyre / and to pleafe you ye flial wete that my name is

fir Triftram de lyones neuewe vnto kynge Mark of Corne-

wayle / In good tyme faide fire Brandyles / and wel be ye
fonden / and wete ye wel that wc be ryght gladde that we ha-

25 ue fonde you /
and we be of a felaufhip that wold be ry5t glad

of your company /
For ye are the knyghte in the world that

the noble felaufhip of the round table moofle defyreth to haue

the company of
/ God thanke them faid fir Triftram of theyre

grete goodenes /
but as yet I feale wel that I am vnabyl to

3° be of their felaufhip / For I was neuer yet of fuche dedes of

worthynes to be in the company of fuche a felaufhip / A fayde
fire kay and ye be fyre Tryftram de lyones ye are the man cal-

led now mooft of proweffe excepte fir launcelot du lake
/ For

he bereth not the lyf cryften ne hethen that can fynde fuche ano-

35 ther knyght to fpeke of his proweffe and of his handes and

his trouthe with alle
/ For yet coude there neuer creature faye

of hym diflionour and make hit good / ^ Thus they
talked a grete whyle / and thenne they departed cyther from
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Other fiichc weyes as hem fcmed befl:
/

C Capitulum yvj/

mOw
(liall ye here what was the caufe that kynge Ar-

thur cam in to the foreft perillous / that was in North-

walys by the meanes of a lady /
her name was An-

nowre / and this lady came to kynge Arthur at Cardyf / and s

flic by fayre promyfe and fayre biheftes maade kynge Arthur

to ryde with her in to that foreft perillous / and flie was a grete

forcereffe / and many dayes flie hadde loued kynge arthur / and

by caufe fhe wold haue hym to lye by her / fhe came in to that

Countrey / Soo whannc the kynge was gone with her / many lo

of his knyghtes folowed after kynge arthur / whan they myft

hym /
as fir launcelot Braundylcs and many other / and when

fhe had brought hym to her toure
/

flie defyred hym to lye by her

and thenne the kynge remembryd hym of his lady /
and wold

not lye by her for no crafte that flie coude doo
/ Thenne euery 15

daye (he wolde make hym ryde in to that foreft with his owne

knyghtes to the entent to haue had kynge arthur flayne / For

whan this lady annoure favve that flie my^t not haue hym at

her wille
/ thenne flie laboured by fals meanes to haue deftro-

yed kynge arthur and flayne /
Thenne the lady of the lake 20

that was alwey frendely to kynge arthur /
flie vnderftoode by

her fubtyl craftes that kynge arthur was lyke to be deftroyed
And therfore this lady of the lake that hyght Nyneue cam in

to that foreft to feke after fire Launcelot du lake / or fire Trif-

tram for to helpe kynge arthur
/

for as that fame day this lady =5

of the lake knewe wel that kynge arthur fliold be flayne / on-

les that he hadde helpe of one of thefe two kny3tes / and thus

flie rode vp and doune tyl fhe mette with fire Triftram / and a-

none as flie fawe hym /
flie knewe hym / O my lord fir Triftram

flie faid well be ye mette / and bleffid be the tyme that I haue 30

mette with you / for this fame day /
and within thefe two hcurcs

flialle be done the fouleft dede that euer was done in this land

O fair damoyfel faid fir Triftram maye I amende hit / Come
on with me flie faid and that in alle the hafte ye maye / for ye
flial fee the moft worfliipfulleft kny3t of the world hard beftad 35
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^ Thennc faid fire Triftram I am red)' to helpc Tuchc a noble

man
/
he is neither better ne wers faid the lady of the lake but

the noble kynge Arthur hym fclf /
God defende faid fir TryR-

ram that euer he fliold be in fuche diftreffe / Thenne they rode to

S g}'ders a grete pas vntyl they came to a lytel turret a caftel / &
vndernethe that caftel they fawe a knyghte ftandynge vpon

foote fyghtynge with two knyghtes /
And foo fir Triftram bi-

held them
/
and at the lafte the two knyghtes fmote dounc the

one knyghte /
and that one of hem vnlaced his helme to haue

10 flayne hym / And the lady Annoure gat kyng Arthurs fuerd

in her hand to haue ftrykcn of his hede
/
And there with alle

came fire Triftram with alle his myghte / cryenge / Traytreffe /

Traitreffe leue that / And anone there fire Triftram fmote the

one of the knyghtes thorou the body that he felle dede / and thc-

15 ne he raffhed to the other / and fmote his bak in fonder / and in

the meane whyle the lady of the lake cryed to kyng Arthur

lete not that fals lady efcape / Thenne kynge Arthur ouerto-

ke her
/
and with the fame fwerd he fmote of her heed / and the

lady of the lake took vp her heed and hengc it vp by the hey-

20 re of her fadel bowe
/ And thenne fir Triftram horfed kyng Ar-

thur /
and rode forth with hym /

but he charged the lady of the

lake not to difcouer his name as at that tyme /
Whan the ky-

nge was horfed
/
he thanked hcrtcly fire Triftram /

and defyred

to wetc his name
/
but he wold not telle hym /

but that he was

25 a poure knyght auenturous / and foo he bare kynge Arthur fe-

laufhip tyl he met with fomme of his knyghtes / And within

a whyle he mette with fir Eftor de marys /
and he knewe not

kynge Arthur nor fir Triftram / and he defyred to lufte with

one of hem
/
Thenne fire Triftram rode vnto fir Eftor / and fmo-

30 te hym from his hors
/
And whanne he hadde done foo / he cam

ageyne to the kynge / and faid my lord yonder is one of your

knghtes /
he may bere you felauftiip /

and another day that de-

de that I haue done for you I trufte to god ye ftiallc vnder-

ftande that I wold do you fcruyfc /
Alias faid kyng Arthur

35 lete me wete what ye arc
/
Not at this tyme faid fir Triftram

/

Soo he departed and lefte kynge Arthur and fir E(5tor to gy-

ders
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C Capitulum yvij

mNd
thenne at a day fette fire Triftram and fire Lamo-

rak inette at the welle / and thenne they took kehydi-

us at the fofters hous
/
and foo they rode with hym to

the fliip /
where they leftc dame Brangwayne and Goucrnayle

and foo they fayled in to Cornewaile all holy to gyders / and 5

by affent and enformacyon of dame Brangwayn whan thye

were landed they rode vnto fire Dynas the fenefchal
/
a trufty

frende of fir Triflrams /
and fo dame Brangwayne and fyre

Dynas rode to the courte of kynge Marke /
and told the que-

ne la Beale Ifoud that fir triftram was nyghe her in that co- 10

untrey /
thenne for very pure loye la beale Ifoud fwouned

/ &
whan flie myghte fpeke / fhe faid gentyl kny3t Senefchall help

that I myght fpeke with hym /
outher my herte wille braft /

^ Thenne fir Dynas and dame Brangwayne broughte fyre

triftram and kehydius pryuely vnto the courte vnto a cham- 15

bre where as la beale Ifoud hadde affygned hit / and to telle

the ioyes that were betwixe la beale Ifoud and fire triftram /

there is no tonge can telle it /
nor herte thynke hit / nor pen wry-

te hit /
And as the Frenffhe book maketh mencyon at the fyrft

tyme that euer fir kehydius fawe la beale Ifoud
/ he was foo 20

enamoured vpon her
/
that for very pure loue he myghte neuer

withdrawe hit
/
And at the laft as ye fhali here or the book be

ended
/

fire Kehydius dyed for loue of la beale Ifoud
/ and

thenne pryuely he wrote vnto her lettres and ballades of the

mooft goodlyeft that were vfed in tho dayes / ^ And whanne
25

La beale Ifoud vnderftood his letters flie hadde pyte of his cG-

playnt /
and vnauyfed flie wrote another letter to comforte hym

with alle
/ And fire triftram was alle this whyle in a turret

at the commaundement of la beale Ifoud
/
and whan flie my-

ght / fhe came vnto fire triftram
/ So on a day kynge Mark pla- ,q

yed at the cheffe vnder a chamber wyndowe / and at that tyme
fire triftram and fire Kehydius were within the chamber ouer

Kyng Marke
/ and as it myfhapped fir triftram fonde the let-

ter that Kehydius fent vn/o la beale Ifoud / alfo he had foud

the letter that fhe wrote vnto Kehydius /
& at that fame tyme ,-

la Beale Ifoud was in the fame chamber / Thenne fir triftram

[leaf 182]



JEool! 1|.] r 364 ] [Cbap. rllf.

came vnto la Beale Ifoud and faid /
Madame here is a let-

ter that was fente vnto you / and here is the letter that ye fent

vnto hym that fente you that letter /
Alias madame the good

louc that I haue loued you /
and many landes and rycheffe

5 haue I forfaken for your loue / and now ye are a traytreffe to

me the whiche dothe mc grete payne / but as for the fir kehydi-

us I broughte the oute of Bretayne in to this Coutrey / and

thy fader kynge Howel I wanne his landes / how be it I wed-

ded thy fyfter Ifoud le blaunche maynys for the goodenes flie

10 dyd vnto me / And yet as I am true knyghte flie is a clone

mayden for me
/

but wete thou wel fyr Kehydius for this falf-

hede and treafon thou haft done me /
I wille reuenge hit vpon

the
/
And there with alle fir Triftram drewe oute his fwerd /

and faid fire kehydius kepe the
/
and thennc la Beale Ifoud

'5 fvvouned to the erthe
/
And whanne fir kehydius fawe fir trif-

tram come vpon hym /
he fawe none other bote / but lepte oute at

a bay wyndovve euen ouer the hede where fat kynge Marke pla-

yenge at the cheffes / And whanne the kynge fawe one come

hurlynge ouer his hede
/
he fayd / Felawe what arte thou / and

20 what is the caufe thou lepeft oute at that wyndowe / ^ My
lord the kynge faid Kehydius / hit fortuned me that I was

a flepe in the wyndowe aboue your hede
/
and as I flepte I

flommeryd /
and foo I felle doune / And thus fir kehydius

excufed hym

C Capitulum yiij

25 /^^Hcnne fir Triftram dredde fore left he were difcouerd

£ 1 vnto the kynge that he was there /
wherfore he drewe

^^J^ h}-m to the ftrengthe of the Toure / and armed hym in

fuche armour as he had to fyghte with hem that wold with-

ftande hym /
And foo whanne fire Triftram fawe / there was no

30 refyftence ageynft hym /
he fente Gouernaile for his hors and

his fpere /
and knyghtely he rode forth oute of the cartel open-

ly that was called the caftel of Tyntagil /
And euen atte ga-

te he mette with Gyngalyn fyr Gawayns fone / And anone

fir Gyngalyn putte his fpere in his reyfte / and ranne vpon

35 fire Tryftram and brake his fpere /
and fire Triftram at that

[leaf 182 verso]



Eool! ir.] [ 363 ] [Obap. tlii-

tyme had but a fwerd / and gaf hym fuche a buffet vpon the

hehne that he fylle doune from his fadel /
and his fwerd flodc

adoune /
and carf a fonder his hors neck /

And foo fire triftram

rode his vvaye in to the foreft /
and alle this doynge favve kyng

Mark
/
And thenne he fente a fquyer vnto the hurte knyghte 5

and commaunded hym to come to hym /
and foo he dyd /

And

whanne kynge Marke wyft that it was fir Gyngalyn /
he wel-

comed hym /
and gaf hym an hors

/
and afked hym what kn-

yght hit was that had encoutred with hym / Syr faid fir gyn-

galyn /
I wote not what kny5t he was /

but wel I wote that he 10

fygheth and maketh grete dole /
Thenne fir Triftram within a

whyle mette with a knyght of his owne that hyghte fir Fer-

gus /
And whan he had mette with hym he made grete forowe

in fo moche that he felle doune of his hors in a fwoune / and

in fucbe forowe he was in thre dayes and thre nyghtes /
Thenne 15

at the lafte fir Triftram fent vnto the courte by fir Fergus for

to fpere what tydynges / And fo as he rode by the way he met

with a damoyfel that came from fir Palamydes to knowe and

feke how fir Triftram dyd / Thenne fir Fergus told her / how

he was al moft out of his mynde / ^ Alias faid the damoyfel :o

where flialle I fynde hym /
In fuche a place faid fire Fergus

^ Thenne fir Fergus fond Quene Ifoud feke in her bedde /

makynge the gretteft dole that euer ony erthely woman made

And whan the damoyfel fonde fire Triftram /
flie made grete do-

le by caufe flie niy3t not amende hym /
for the more fhe made of 25

hym /
the more was his payne /

And at the laft fir Triftram to-

ke his hors and rode aweye from her / And thenne was it thre

dayes or that flie coude fynde hym /
And thenne fhe broughte

hym mete and drynke / but he wold none / and thenne another

tyme fir Trifl:ram efcaped awey from the damoyfel /
and it hap- t,o

ped hym to ryde by the fame cartel where fire Palamydes and

fir Triftram dyd bataille whan la beale Ifoud departed them /

And there by fortune the damoyfel mette with fire Triftram a-

geyne makynge the grettell dole that euer erthely creature ma-

de / and fhe yede to the lady of that caftel / and tolde her of the 35

myfauenturc of fire Triftram
/

alias faid the lady of that caflel

where is my lord fir trifiiram / Ryght here by your caftel faid the

damoyfel / In good tyme faide the lady /
is he foo nyghe me /

he
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flialle haue mete and drynke of the befl / and an harp I haue

of his j where vpon he taught me / For of goodely harpynge he

bereth the pryce in the world / So this lady and damoifel bro-

ught hym mete and drynke /
but he cte lytel therof

/
Thenne

S vpon a nyght he putte his hors from hym / And thenne he vn-

laced his armour / and thenne fir Triftram wold go in to the

wilderneffe and braft doune the trees and bowes
/
and other-

whylc whan he fond the harp that the lady fente hym / thenne

wold he harpe and playe therupon /
and wepe to gyders / and

10 fomtyme whan fire Triftram was in the woode that the la-

dy wyft not where he was / thenne wold fhc fytte her doune and

playe vpon that harp /
Thenne wold fire Triftram com.e to that

harp /
and herken ther to

/ and fomtyme he wold harpe hym felf

Thus he there endured a quarter of a yere / thene at the laft he

15 ranne his way /
and flie wifte not where he was become /

And
thenne was he naked and waxed lene / and poure of fleffhe /

and foo he felle in the felaufliip of herd men and fheepherdes /

and dayly they wold gyue hym fomme of their mete /
& dry-

nke /
And whan he dyd ony fhrewd dede

/ they wold bete hym
20 with roddes

/
and foo they clyppcd hym with flieres and ma-

de hym lyke a foole

C Capitulum yiy

^Afl Nd vpon a day Dagonet kynge Arthurs foole came

/^^^ in to Cornewaile with two fquyers with hym / and as

they rode thorugh that forefb / they came to a fayre welle / where

25 fir Triftram was wonte to be /
and the whether was hote / and

they alyghte to drynke of that welle / and in the meane whyle
their horfes brake lous

/ ^ Ryght foo fire Triftram came vnto

them
/
and fyrft he foufyd fire Dagonet in that welle

/
& af-

ter his fquyers /
and there at lough the flieepherdes / and forth

30 with al he ranne after their horfes and broughte hem ageyne /

one by one / and ryghte foo wete as they were
/
he made hem le-

pe vp / and ryde their wayes / J[ Thus fire Triftram endured

there an halfe yere naked
/
and wold neuer come in town / ne

vyllage / The meane whyle the damoyfel that fyre Palomydes
35 fente to fekc fir Triftram fiie yede vnto fir Palomydes /

and told
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hym alle the mefchyef that fir Triftram endured / Alias fayd

fir Palomydes hit is grete pyte that euer foo noble a Knyght
fliold be foo mefcheued for the loue af a lady / But neuerthe-

les I wille goo and feke hym /
and comforte hym and I may

^ Thenne a lytel before that tyme la Beale Ifoud had com- 5

maunded fir Kehydius oute of the Countrey of Cornewaile /

Soo fir Kehydius departed with a dolorous herte / and by ad-

uenture he mette with fir Palomydes /
and they enfelaufliypped

to gyder / and eyther complayned to other of theire hote loue

that they loued la beale Ifoud
/
Now lete vs faid fir Palomy- 10

des feke fire triftram that loued her as wel as we / and lete

vs preue whether we maye recouer hym / Soo they rode in to

that foreft / and thre dayes and thre nyghtes they wold neuer

take their lodgyngc but euer foughte fir triftram / And vpon
a tyme by aduenture they mette with Kynge Mark that was 15

ryden from hys men al alone
/ whanne they fawe hym / fyre pa-

lomydes knewe hym /
but fir Kehydius knewe hym not / A fa-

Is kynge faid fir Palomydes / it is pyte thou haft thy lyf / For

thou arte a deftroyer of alle worfliipful Knyghtes / and by thy

mefchyef and thy vengeaunce thou haft deftroyed the moofte 20

noble Knyght fire triftram de lyones / And therfor defende the

faid fir Palomydes / for thou fhalt dye this day / that were fha-

me faid Kyng Mark
/

for ye two are armed and I am vnar-

med / As for that faid fir Palomydes I fhalle fynde a remedy
therfore / here is a Kny5t with me / and thou fhalt haue his har- 25

neis
/ Nay faid kyng Mark I wille not haue adoo with yow

for caufe haue ye none to me / For alle the myfeafe that fir trif-

tram hath / was for a letter that he fond / for as to me I dyd
to hym no difpleafyre / and god knoweth I am ful fory for

his difeafe and malady / Soo when the kyng had thus ^•xcufed 30

hym / they were frendes
/ and kyng Mark wold haue had them

vnto tyntagil / but fyr Palomydes wolde not but torned vnto

the Realme of Logrys /
and fir kehydius faide that he wolde

goo in to Bretayn / ^ Now torne we vnto fir Dagonet ayene
that whanne he and his fquyers were vpon horfbak

/ he demyd js

that the flieepherdes had fente that foole to araye hem fo / by ca-

ufe that they laughed at hem
/ and foo they rode vnto the kepers

of beeftes and alle to bete them
/ Syr triftram fawe them bete
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that were vvontc to gyue hym mete and drynkc / thenne he ran

thyder /
and gat fir Dagonet by the hede

/ and gaf hym fuche a

falle to the erthe / that he bryfcd hym fore fo that he lay flylle /

And thenne he wraft his fwerd oute of his hand
/
And ther-

5 with he ranne to one of his fquyers / and fmote of his hede /
&

the other fled
/
And foo fir Triflram took his waye with that

fwerd in his hand rennynge as he hadde ben wylde woode /

^ Thenne fir Dagonet rode to kyng Mark and told hym hou

he had fpedde in that foreft
/
And therfore faid fir Dagonet /

10 Beware kynge Mark that thou come not aboute that welle /

in the foreft / For there is a foole naked / and that foole and

I foole mette to gyders / and he hadde almoft flayn me
/ CI ^

faid kyiigc Mark / that is fir Matto le breune / that felle oute

of his wytte by caufe he loft his lady / For whan fir Gaherys

13 fmote doune fir Matto and wanne his lady of hym / Neuer

fyns was he in his mynde / and that was pyte / for he was a

good knyght /

C Capitulum yy

/ I Henne fir Andred that was cofyn vnto fir Triftram /

^^J^ made a lady that was his peramour to fay and to no-

20 yfe hit that flie was with fire Triftram or euer he dyed / And
this tale flie broughte vnto kynge markes courte that flie bu-

ryed hym by a welle / and that or he dyed / he befoughte kynge
Marke to make his cofyn fir Andred kynge of the countrc of

Lyonas /
of the whiche fir Tryftram was lord of

/ Alle this

25 dyd fir Andred by caufe he wold haue had fire triftrams la-

des / CI And whanne kynge Mark herd telle / that fir triftram

was dede
/
he wepte /

and made grete dole / But whanne quene
Ifoud herd of thefe tydynges /

fhe maade fuche forowe / that fhe

was nyghe oute of her mynde /
And foo vpon a daye fiie tho-

30 ught to flee her felf
/
and neuer to lyue after fir triftrams deth

And foo vpon a day la beale Ifoud gat a fwerd pryuely /

and bare hit in to her gardyn /
and there fhe pyghte the fwerd

thorugh a plumme tree vp to the hyltes / foo that hit ftak faft

and hit ftode breft hyhe /
And as flie wold haue ronne vpon the

35 fwerd and to haue flayne her felf / C[ -^^^^ this afpyed kyng
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fvvete lord Ihefu ha-

ue mercy vpon me
/

for I maye not lyue after the dethe of fyr

Triftram de lyones / for he was my fyrft loue /
and he flialle be

the laft
/ and with thefe wordes came Kyng mark and took her

in his armes
/
and thenne he took vp the fwerd /

and bare her 5

away with hym in to a Toure
/
and there he made her to be kept

and watched her furely /
and after that flie lay longe feke ny3

at the poynte of dethe / This meane whyle ranne fir Triftram

naked in the foreft with the fwerd in his hand
/
and foo he cam

to an hermytage /
and there he leid hym doun and flepte / and 'o

in the meane whyle the heremyte ftale aweye his fwerd
/ and

leid mete doune by hym /
Thus was he kepte there a ten dayes

And at the laft he departed and came to the herd men ageyne /

And there was a gyaunt in that countre that hyght Tawleas

And for fere of fir Triftram more than feuen yere he durft ne- 15

uer moche goo at large / but for the mooft party he kepte hym
in a fure caftel of his owne

/
and foo this Taulcas herd telle

/

that fir Triftram was dede by the noyfe of the courte of kynge
Marke

/ Thenne this Tauleas wente dayly at large /
And foo

he happed vpon a daye he came to the herd men wandryng and ;o

langerynge /
And there he fettc hym doun to reltc among them

The meane whyle ther cam a knyght of Cornewaile that leddc

a lady with hym / and his name was fir Dynaunt / & whanne

the gyaunt fawe hym / he wente from the herd men and hydde

hym vnder a tree
/
and foo the knyght came to that welle / and 25

there he alyghte to repofe hym / And as foone as he was from

his hors
/
this gyaunt Tauleas came betwixe this knyght and

his hors
/
and toke the hors and Icpte vpon hym / So forth with

he rode vnto fir Dynaunt / and took hym by the coller
/ & pulled

hym afore hym vpon his hors / and there wolde haue ftryken 30

of his hede / Thenne the herd men faid vnto fire Triftram / helpe

yonder knyght / hclpe ye hym feid fir triftram / we dare not faid

the herd men / Thenne fir triftram was ware of the fwerd of the

knyght there as hit lay / and foo thyder he ranne / and took vp
the fwerd and ftroke of fir tauleas hede and fo he yede his way 35

to the herd men

C Capitulum m
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^^^t0 Hemic the knyght took vp the gyaunts hade / and ba-

/ 1 re hit witli hyin vnto kynge Marke
/
and told hym /

^^(^ what aduenture betyd hym in the foreft / and how a

naked man refcowed hym /
from the grymly gyaunt Tauleas

5 where hadde ye this aduenture faid kynge Marke
/
forfothe fa-

id fyr Dynaunt at the fayre fontayne in your forefte /
where

many aduenturous kny3tes mete / and there is the madde man

wel faid kyng Mark I wille fee that wild man / So within

a day or two kynge Marke commaunded his knyghtes / & his

10 hunters that they fliold be redy on the morne for to hunte /
and

foo vpon the morne he wente vnto that foreft / And whanne the

kynge came to that welle /
he fondc there lyenge by that welle

a fayr naked man /
and a fwerd by hym / Thenne kyng Ma-

rk blewe and ftraked
/
and there with his knyghtes came to

15 hym / and thenne the kynge commaunded his knyghtes to ta-

ke that naked man with fayrenes /
and brynge hym to my

cartel / Soo they did faufly & fayre and caft mantels vpon fir

Triftram and foo ledde hym vnto Tyntagyll / and there they ba-

thed hym and waffhed hym and gaf hym bote fuppynges til

20 they had brought hym wel to his remembraunce / but alle this

whyle there was no creature that knewe fir Triftram nor what

man he was / Soo hit felle vpon a daye that the quene la beale

Ifoud herd of fuche a man / that ranne naked in the forefte /

and how the kynge had brought hym home to the Courte /

25 Thenne la Beale Ifoud called vnto her dame Brangwayne
and faid come on with me

/
For we wille goo fee this man /

that my lord brought from the foreft the laft daye / So they paf-

fed forthe / and fpered where was the feke man / And thenne

a fquyer told the quene that he was in the gardyn / takynge

30 his reft
/ and repofe hym ageynft the fonne / Soo whan the que-

ne loked vpon fir Triftram flie was not remcmbryd of hym /

but euer ftie feid vnto dame Brangwayne /
me femeth I ftiold

haue fene hym here to fore in many places /
but as foone as fir

Triftram fawe her
/ he knewe her wel ynough / And thenne he

35 torned awey his vyfage / and wepte /
Thenne the quene hadde

alweyes a lytel brachet with her that fir Triftram gaf her the

fyrft tyme that euer Ihc came in to Cornewaile / & neuer wold

that brachet dcpartc from her / but yf fyre Triftram was nyghe
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there as was la Beale Ifoud /
and this brachet was fente

from the kynges doughter of Fraunce vnto fyre Triflram for

grete loue
/ and anone as this lytel brachet felte a faueour of

fyr Triftram fhe lepte vpon hym and lycked his leaiys and

his erys / and thcne he whyned and quefted and flie fmelled 5

at his feet and at his handes / and on all partyes of his body
that fhe myghte come to

/
A my lady fayd dame Brangwayn

vnto la beale Ifoud
/

Alias alias faid fhe I fee it is myn own

lord fyr Triltram / And therupon Ifoud fcUe doune in a fvv-

oune and foo laye a grete whyle /
And whan fhe myght fpe- lo

ke fhe faid
/ my lord fir Triftram bleffid be god ye haue your

lyf /
and now I am fure ye flialle be difcouerd by this lytel bra-

chet / for flie wille neuer leue you / And alfo I am fure as fo-

one as my lord kynge Mark doo knowe you / he wil bannyffh

you oute of the countrey of Cornewaile / or els he will deftroye 15

you / For goddes fake myn owne lord
/ graunte kynge Marke

his wille / and thenne drawe you vnto the Courte of kyng ar-

thur / for there are ye byloued /
and euer whan I maye I fhalle

fende vnto you / And whan ye lyft ye may come to me / and at

alle tymes erly and late I wille be at your commaundement / 20

to lyue as poure a lyf as euer dyd quene or lady / O madame
faid fir Triftram goo from me

/
for mykel anger and daunger

haue I efcaped for your loue

/^^ C Capitulum yyij
/ I Henne the quene departed / but the brachet wold not

^^1^ from hym / and there with alle came kynge Marke and 25

the brachet fat vpon hym / and bayed at them all / There with al

fyr Andred fpak and faid fyr this is fir Triftram I fee by the

brachet
/ Nay faid the kyng I can not fuppofe that / Thenne the

kyng afked hym vpon his feith what he was / and what was
was his name / C So god me help faid he

/ my name 30

is fir Triftram de lyones / now do by me what ye lyft / A faide

kyng Mark me repenteth of your recouer
/
& thenne he lete calle

his barons to luge fir Triftram to the dethe
/ thene many of his

barons wold not affente therto / and in efpecyal fyr Dynas
the fenefchal

/ & fir Fergus / And fo by thaduyfe of them al fir 35

Triftram was banyffhed out of the coutrey for x yere / & therup-
on he took his oth vpon a book before the kyng & his barons /
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And foo he was made to departe oute of the Countrey of Cor-

ncwaile / and there were many barons brought hym vnto hys

Oiyp /
of the whiche fomme were his frendes / & fomme his foes /

And in the mcanc wliyle there came a knyghte of kynge Ar-

5 thurs /
his name was Dynadan /

and his comyng was for to

feke after fir Triftram /
thenne they fliewed hym where he was

armed at alle poyntes goynge to the fhyp /
Now fayre kny3te

faid fir Dynadan or ye paffe this courte that ye will lufte with

me
/

I requyre the /
with a good wille faid fir Triftram / & the-

10 fe lordes wille gyue me leue /
Thenne the Barons graunted

therto / and foo they ranne to gyders /
and there fire Triftram

gaf fire Dynadan a falle / And thenne he praid fir Triftram to

gyue hym leue to goo in his felaufhip / ye flialle be ryght wel-

come faid thenne fire Triftram /
and foo they took theyr horfes

IS and rode to their fhyppes to gyders / and whanne fire Triftram

was in the fee / he faid / Grete wel kyng Marke and all myn

enemyes / and faye hem I wille come ageyne whan I maye /

And wel am I rewarded for the fyghtynge with fire Mar-

haus
/
and delyuerd all this countrey from feruage / and wel

20 am I rewarded for the fetchyng and coftes of Ouene Ifoud

oute of Irland
/

and the daunger that I was in fyrft & laft

and by the way comynge home what daunger I had to bryn-

ge ageyne Quene Ifoud from the caftel Pluere / and well I

am rewarded whanne I foughte with fir Bleoberys for fyre

25 Segwarydes wyf / and well am I rewarded whan I fou-^t

with fyre Blamore de ganys for kynge Anguyffiie / fader vn-

to la Beale Ifoud
/

and well am I rewarded whan I fmo-

te doune the good knyghte fyre Lamorak de galys at Kyng
Markes requeft /

And wel am I rewarded whan I fought

30 with the kynge with the honderd knyghtes / and the kynge of

Northgalys / and bothe thefe wold haue put his land in ferua-

ge / and by me they were put to a rebuke
/ and wel I am re-

warded for the fleynge of Tauleas the myghty gyaunte and

many other dedes haue I done for hym / and now haue I my
35 waryfon / And telle Kynge Mark that many noble knyghtes

of the table roiid haue fpared the barons of this countrey for

my fake
/ Alfo am I not wel rewarded whan I fought with

the good knyght fir I'alomydes and refcowed quene Ifoud
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from hym / And at that tyme kynge Marke faid afore all his

barons I fhold haue ben better rewarded /
nad forth with alle

he took the fee
/ fl (Tapitulum yiij

HNd
at the next landynge fafte by the fee

/
there mette

with fir Triftram & with fir Dynadan fir Eftor de ma- 5

rys and fir Bors de ganys /
and there fir E6lor Tuf-

ted with fyr Dynadan /
and he fmote hym and his hors doun

And thenne fir Triftram wold haue lufted with fyre Bors

and fir Bors faid that he wolde not lufte with no Cornyfflie

knj'ghtes / for they are not called men of worfliip / and all this lo

was done vpon a brydge / and with this came fire Bleoberys

and fyr Dryaunt / and fir Bleoberys profered to lufte with

fyr Triftram
/
and there fir Triftram fmote doune fyr Bleobe-

rys / Thenne faid fire Bors de ganys /
I wift neuer Cornynii

knyghte of foo grete valoure nor foo valyaunt as that kny^t 15

that bereth the trappours enbroudred with crounes
/
And then-

ne fir Triftram and fyr Dynadan departed fro them in to a fo-

reft / and there mette them a damoyfel that came for the loue of

fire launcelot to feke after fomme noble knyghtes of kyng Ar-

thurs courte for to refcowe fir launcelot /
and foo fir launcelott co

was ordeyned / for by the treafon of quene Morgan le fay to ha-

ue flayne fir launcelot
/
and for that caufe fhe ordeyned thyrtty

knyghtes to lye in a wayte for fir launcelot
/
and this damoy-

fel knevve this treafon / And for this caufe the damoyfel came

for to feke noble knyghtes to helpe fyr Launcelot
/

For that ny- 25

ght or day after fyr launcelot fhold come where thefe xxx

knyghtes were / And foo this damoyfel mette with fyre Bors

and fire E6lor and with fir Dryaunt / and there fhe told hem
alle four of the treafon of Morgan le fay / and thenne they pro-

myfed her that they wold be nyghe where fire launcelot fliold 30

mete with the xxx kny3tes /
& yf foo be they fet vpon hym / we

wil do refcowes as we can
/

fo the damoyfel departed /
and by

aduenture the damoifel met with fir triftram & with fir Dyna-
dan

/ & there the damoyfel told hem al the treafon that was or-

deyned for fir launcelot
/

Fair damoyfel faid fir triftram bryng 35

me to that fame place where they fliold mete with fir launcelot

Thenne faid fir Dynadan what will ye do
/ hit is not for vs to

fyghte with thyrtty knyghtes /
and wete you wel I wylle
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not thereof / as to matche one knyght two or thre is ynough and

they be men / But for to matche xv knyghtes that wille I ne-

uer vndcrtake / fy for fliame faid fire Triftram / doo but youre

parte / Nay faid fir Dynadan I will not thcrof
/
but yf ye wil

5 Icne me your fheld / for ye bere a fheld of Cornewaile
/
and for

the cowardyfe that is named to the kny3tes of Cornewaile by

your flieldes ye be cuer forborne / Nay faid fyr Triftram I will

not departe from my flield for her fake that gaf it me
/
But one

thyng faid fir Triftram I promyfe the fyr Dynadan / but yf

10 thou wilt promyfe me to abyde with me
/ here I flialle flee the

For I defyre no more of the / but anfuer one knyghte / And yf

thy herte wille not ferue the /
ftande by and loke vpon me and

them / Syre faid fyre Dynadan I promyfe you to loke vpon &
to doo what I may to faue my felf

/
but I wold I had not

IS mette with you /
Soo thenne anone thefe thyrtty knyghtes cam

faft by thefe four knyghtes /
and they were ware of them

/
and

eyther of other /
And foo thefe thyrtty knyghtes lete for thys

caufe that they wold not wrathe them yf caas be that they had

adoo with fyr launcelot /
and the four knyghtes lete them paffe

20 to this entent that they wold fee and beholde what they wo-

ld doo with fyr launcelot /
and foo the thyrtty knyghtes pafte

on /
and came by fir Triftram and by fir Dynadan /

and then-

ne fir Triftram cryed on hyghe /
loo here is a knyght ageynfte

you for the loue of fire launcelot / and there he flewe two with

25 one fperd and ten with his fwerd /
And thenne came in fyre

Dynadan and he dyd paffynge wel / and foo of the thyrtty

knyghtes there wente but ten awey /
and they fledde

/
Al this

bataille fawe fir Bors de ganys and his thre felawes / and

thenne they fawe wel hit was the fame knyghte that lufled

30 with hem at the brydgc /
thenne they took their horfes and rode

vnto fyr Triftram and prayfed hym and thanked hym of his

good dedes
/ and they alle defyred fyre Triftram to goo wyth

hem to their lodgynge /
and he faid nay / he wold not go to no

lodgynge / Thenne they alle four knyghtes praid hym to telle

35 hem his name
/ Faire lordes faid fyr Triftram / as at this tyme

I wille not telle you my name / C CapitUlUm jyiii] /

^^^ Hene fir Triftram & fir Dynadan rode forth theire weye

^^ tyl they came to the fheepherdes & to the hcrde men / & the-
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re they aflved hem yf they knewe ony lodgynge or herberough

there nyghe hand
/ ^ Forfothe fyrs fayde the herde-

men / here by is good lodgynge in a caftel / But there is fuche a

cultomme that there flialle no knyghte be herberovved but yf he

lufle with two knyghtes /
and y( he be but one knyghte / he 5

muft lufte with two / And as ye be therin foone fhalle ye be

matched / There is flirevvde herberowe faid fyre Dynadan / lodge

where ye will / for I wille not lodge there / ¥y for fliame fayd

fir Triftram are ye not a knyghte of the table round / wherfore

ye may not with your worfhip refufe your lodgynge / Not foo 10

faid the herd men
/

for and ye be beten
/
and haue the wers ye

flialle not be lodged there / and yf ye bete them ye flialle be wel

herberowed A faid fyr Dynadan they are two fure knyghtes /

Thenne fire Dynadan wold not lodge there in no manere
/ but

as fire Triftram requyred hym of his knyghthode /
and fo they 15

rode thyder / and to make fliorte tale fyr Triftram and fir Dy-
nadan fmote hem doune bothe /

and foo they entred in to the caf-

tel and had good chere / as they coude thynke or deuyfe / And
whanne they were vnarmed and thought to be mery and in

good reft / there came in at the yates fyre Palomydes and fyre 20

Gaherys requyrynge to haue the cuftomme of the caftel / what

aray is this faid fire Dynadan /
I wold haue my reft / that may

not be faid fir Triftram
/
Now muft we nedes defende the cuf-

tomme of this caftel
/

in foo moche as we haue the better of the

lordes of this caftel
/
and therfore faide fire Triftram / nedes 25

mufte ye make you redy / In the deuyls name faid fir Dyna-
dan came I in to your company /

and fo they made them redy
And fir Gaherys encountred with fire Triftram / and fyr Ga-

herys had a falle
/ and fir Palamydes encountred with fir Dy-

nadan / and fir Dynadan had a falle / thenne was hit fall for 30

falle
/ Soo thenne mufte they fyghte on foote / that wold not

fyr Dynadan / for he was fo fore bryfed of the falle that fyre

Palomydes gaf hym / Thenne fir Triftram vnlaced fyre Dy-
nadans helme

/ and praid hym to helpe hym / I wille not fayde

fyr Dynadan for I am fore wounded of the thyrtty knyghtes 35

that we hadde but late agoo to doo with alle fj But ye fa-

re faid fire Dynadan vnto fyr Triftram as a madde man and
as a man

J/ is oute of his mynde })'
wold caft hym felf awey
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and I may curfe the tyme tliat euer I fawe you /
For in al the

world are not two fuche knyghtes that ben fo wode as is fire

launcelot and ye fyr Triflram /
for ones I felle in the felaufliip

of f}T launcelot as I haue done now with you and he fet me

5 a werke that a quarter of a yere I kepte my bedde
/

Ihefu de-

fende me faid fyr Dynadan from fuche two knyghtes / and fpe-

cially from your felaufliip /
Thenne faid fyre Triftram I will

fyghte with hem both
/
Thenne fyr Triftram badde hem come fo-

rth both
/

for I wille f}'ghte with you /
thenne fyr Palomydes

10 and fyr Gaherys dreffid them / and fmote at hem bothe / thenne

Dynadan fmote at fyr Gaherys a ftroke or two / and torned

from hym / nay faid fir Palomydes / it is to moche fliame for vs

two knyghtes to fyghte with one / And thenne he dyd byd fyr

Gaherys ftande a fyde with that knyght that hath no lyfte to

15 fyghte /
Thenne they rode to gyders and fought longe / and atte

laft fyr Triflram doubled his ftrokes / and drofe fyre Palomy-
des a bak

/
more than thre ftrydes /

And thenne by one affente

fyre Gaherys and fyr Dynadan wente betwixe them
/
and de-

parted them in fonder / And thenne by affent of fyr Triftram

20 they wold haue lodged to gyders /
But fyre Dynadan wold

not lodge in that caflel /
And thenne he curfed the tyme that e-

uer he came in their feaufhip / and foo he took his hors / and

his harneis / and departed / thenne fir Triftram prayd the lor-

des of that caftel to lene hym a man to bryngc hym to a lodg-

25 ynge /
and foo they dyd / and ouertoke fir Dynadan /

and rode

to their lodgynge two myle thens with a good man in a pry-

cry / and there they were wel at eafe / And that fame nyght fir

Bors and fire Bleoberys and fir Eftor and fyre Dryaunt /

abode ftylle in the fame place there as fire Triftram foujt with

30 the thyrtty knyghtes / and there they mette with fyr Launcelot

the fame knyght /
and had made promyfe to lodge with fyr Col-

greuaunce the fame nyght /

C Capitulum yyv

1"^ Vt anone as the noble Knyghte fyre launcelot herd of

\J^^/ the flielde of Cornewayle thenne wyft he wcl that hyt
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was fire Triftram that fought with his enemyes /
And thenne

fyre Launcelot prayfed fyre Triftram / and called hym the man

of mooft worfliip in the world / ^ Soo there was a knyght in

that pryory that hyght Pellinore /
and he defyred to wete the

name of fire Triftram /
but in no wyfe he coude not

/
and fo fyr 5

Triftram departed and lefte fir Dynadan in the pryory /
for he

was foo wery and foo fore bryfed that he myghte not ryde /

Thenne this knyght fyre Pellinore faid to fire Dynadan / fy-

then that ye wille not telle me that knyghtes name I will ry-

de after hym /
and make hym to telle me his name

/
or he fliall lo

dye therfore /
Beware fir knyght faid fir Dynadan / for and ye

folowe hym / ye ftialle repente hit
/ Soo that knyghte fire Pelli-

nore rode after fire Triftram and requyred hym of luftes
/

thc-

ne fir Triftram fmote iiym doune and wounded hym thoru5

the fliolder /
and foo he paft on his way /

And on the next day 15

folowyng fyr Triftram mettc with purfyuauts /
and they told

hym that there was made a grete crye of turnement bitvvene

kynge Carados of fcotland and the kynge of Northwalys /
&

eyther ftiold lufte ageyne other at the cartel of maydens /
and

thefe purfyuautes fought alle the coutrey after the good kny3- 20

tes / and in efpecyal kynge Carados lete make fekynge for fir

launcelot du lake
/

and the kyng of Northgalys lete feke af-

ter fir Triftram de lyonas / ^ And at that tyme fyr Triftram

thought to be at that luftes / and foo by aduenture they mette

with fire kay the fenefchal and fyr Sagramor le defyrus / and 25

fyr kay requyred fir Triftram to lufte
/

and fire Triftram in a

maner refufed hym / by caufe he wold not be hurte nor bryfed

ageynfte the grete luftes that fliold be bifore the caftel of may-
dens

/
and therfore he thought to repofe hym and to refte hym /

And alvvay fir kay cryed fir kny3t of Cornewaile luft with 30

mc
/
or els yclde the to me as recreaunte / whan fir Triftram herd

hym faye foo / he torned to hym /
and thenne fire kay refufed

hym and torned his bak
/
Thenne fyr Triftram faid as I fyn-

de the
/

I fhalle take the / Thenne fire Kay torned with euylle

wylle / and fyre Triftram fmote fyr kay doune
/ and foo he ro- 35

de forthe / ^ Thenne fyre Sagramore le defyrus rode after fyre

Triftram / and maade hym to lufte with hym / and there fyre

Triftram fmote doune fyre Sagramor le defyrus from his hors
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and rode his way /
and the fame day he mette with a damoyfel

that told hym that he fliold wynne grete worfliip of a kny3t

aduenturous that dyd moche harme in alle that countrey /

tfT Whanne fir Triftram herd her fay foo
/
he was gladde to goo

5 with her to wynne worfliip / So fire Triftram rode with that da-

moyfel a vj myle /
and thenne mette hym fyre Gawayne /

and

there with alle fyrc Gawayne knewe the damoyfel /
that flie

was a damoyfel of Ouene Morgan le fay / Thenne fir Gawa-

yne vnderftode that flie ladde that knyght to fomme mefchyef /

10 Faire knyght faid fire Gawayne whyder ryde you now wyth
that damoyfel / Syr faid fire Triflram I wote not whyder I

flialle ryde /
but as the damoyfel wylle lede me

/ Syr faide fyre

Gawayne ye fhalle not ryde with her
/

for fhe and her lady did

neuer good but ylle / And thenne fir Gawayne pulled oute

15 his fwerd /
and faid

/ damoyfel / but yf thou telle me anon
/

for

what what caufe thou ledeft this kny^t with the thou fiialt dye

for hit ryght anone
/

I knowe alle your ladyes treafon / & yo-

urs
/ Mercy fyre Gawayne flie faid

/
and yf ye wille faue my

lyf /
I wille telle you / Saye on faid fir Gawayne /

and thow

20 fhalte haue thy lyf / Syre flie faid Ouene Morgan le fay my
lady hath ordeyned a xxx ladyes to feke & to afpye after fir la-

ucelot or fir triftram
/
& by j)" trainys of thcfe ladyes who

]?' may

fyrft mete ony of thefe two knyghtes they fliold torne hem vn-

to Morgan le fays cartel / fayenge that they fliold doo dedes of

25 worfliip /
& yf ony of tho two kny^tes cam there

/
there be xxx

knyghtes lyenge and watchyng in a toure to wayte vpon fir

launcelot or vpon fyre triftram
/ Fy for fiiame faid fire Gawa-

yne that euer fuche fals treafon fiiold be wrought or vfed in a

quene and a kynges fyfter /
and a kynge and quenes dough-

30 ter

C dapitulum yyvj

SYr
faid fire Gawayne wille ye ftande with me / and

wc wille fee the malyce of thefe thyrtty knyghtes / fyr

faid fir triftram goo ye to hem /
and hit pleafe you /

and ye fhal

fee I wille not fayle you /
for hit is not long a go fyn I and

35 a felawe mette with thyrtty kny^tcs of that quenes felaufliip
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And god fpede vs foo that we may wynne worfhip / So thC--

ne fir Gawayne and fire triftram rode toward the cartel where

Morgan le fay was / and euer fir Gawayne demed wel that

he was fire triftram de lyones by caufe he herd that two kn-

yghtes had flayne and beten thyrtty knyghtes /
And whanne 5

they came afore the cartel fir Gawayn fpak on hyghe /
and fa-

id Quene Morgan le fay fende cute youre knyghtes / that ye

haue leyd in a watche for fir laucelot & for fir trirtram / Now
faid fir Gawayne I knowe your fals treafon /

and thorou all

places where that I ryde men fliall knowe of your fals trea- 10

fon / And now lete fee fir Gawayn /
whether ye dare come out of

your cartel ye thyrtty knyghtes /
thenne the quene fpak and al

the thyrtty knyghtes attones /
and faid

/
fir Gawayne ful wel

weteft thou what thou dort and faift
/

For by god we knowe

the paffynge wel / But alle that thou fpekeft / and dort / thow 15

fairt hit vpon pryde of that good Knyghte that is there with

the /
For there be fomme of vs that knowen full wel the han-

des of that knyght ouer alle wel
/
And wete thou wel fir ga-

wayne / hit is more for his fake than for thj'n that we wylle

not come oute of this cartel /
For wete ye wel fir Gawayne 20

the Knyght that bereth the armes of Cornewaile / we knowe

hym /
and what he is

/ thenne fir Gawayne and fir trirtram de-

parted and rode on their wayes a day or two to gyders / and

there by aduenture they met with fyr Kay and fyr Sagramor
le defyrus / And thenne they were glad of fyr gawayne / and 25

he of them /
but they wirte not what he was with the flielde of

Cornewaile / but by demynge /
And thus they rode to gyders a

daye or two
/ And thenne they were ware of fyr Breufe fau-

ce pyte chacynge a lady for to hauc flayne her
/ for he had flayn

her peramour afore
/

Hold you all rtyllc faid fyr Gawayne & 30

fhewe none of you forthe / and ye fhalle fee me reward yonder
fals Knyght /

for and he afpye you he is fo wel horfed that he

wille efcape awey / And thenne fyre Gawayne rode betwix fyr

Breufe and the lady / and faid fals knyghte leue her
/ and ha-

ue adoo with me
/ whan fyr Breufe fawe no moo but fyre ga- 35

yne he feutryd his fperc /
and fyr Gawayne ageynft hym / and

there fyr Breufe ouerthrewe fyr Gawayne / and thenne he rode

ouer hym / & ouerthwart hym twenty tymes to haue dertroyed
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hym / and whan fire Triftiam fawe hym doo foo vylaynous a

dede
/
he hurled oute ageynfte hym / And whan fyr Breufe fa-

we hym with the flielde of Cornewaile / he knewe hj^m well /

that it was fyrc Triftram / and thcnne he fledde / and fir Trif-

5 tram folowed after hym /
and fyr Breufe faunce pyte was fo

horfed that he wente his waye quytc / and fir Triflram folowed

hym longe / for he wold fayne haue ben aucngyd vpon hym /

And foo whanne he hadde longe chaced hym / he fawe a fayre

welle / and thydcr he rode to rcpofc hym /
and tcyed his hors til

10 a tree /

C dapitulnm yvij

HNd
thcnne he pulled of his helme and wafflied his

vyfage / and his handcs / and foo he felle on flepc /

^ In the mcane whyle came a damoyfel that had fo-

ught fir triftram many wayes and dayes within this land /

15 And whanne fhe came to the welle flie loked vpon hym / & had

forgeten hym as in remembraunce of fire Triflram / but by hys
hors fhe knewe hym / that hyghte paffe Brewel

/
that had ben

fire Triftrams hors many yeres /
For whanne he was mad in

the foreft / fyr Fergus kepte hym / Soo this lady dame Bran-

20 gwayne abode ftylle tyl he was awake / Soo whanne flie fawe

hym wake / fhe falewed hym / and he her agcyn / for eyther kn-

ewe other of old acqueyntaunce /
thenne flie told hj-m how flie

had fought hym longe and brode / and there flic told hym hou

file hadde letters from quene la bealc Ifoud / Thcnne anon fire

25 Triftram redde them / and wete ye well
/
he was gladdc / for the-

ryn was many a pyteous complaynte / Thenne fir Triftram fa-

id / lady Brangwayne ye flialle rydc with me tyl that turne-

ment be done at the cartel of maydens /
And thenne fhalle ye

bere letters and tydynges with you / And thenne fire triftram

30 took his hors and fought lodgyngc /
and there he mette wyth

a good auncyent knyght and prayd hym to lodge with hym

Ry3t fo came Gouernaile vnto fir Triftram / that was glad

of that lady / Soo this old knyghtes name was fir Pellow-

nus / and he told of the grete turncmcnt that fliold be att the

35 Caftel of maydens / And there fir launcelot and xxxij kny3tes
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of his blood had ordeyned flieldes of Cornewaile / and ry3te

foo there came one vnto fyr Pellouncs
/
and told hym that fir

Perfydes de bloyfe was come home / thenne that knyght helde

vp his handes and thanked god of his comynge home / and

there fir Pellounes told fyr Triftram that in two yeres he had 5

not fene his fone fyr Perfydes / Syr faid fir Triftram I kno-

we your fone wel ynough for a good knyght / foo on a tyme

fyr Triftram and fyr Perfydes came to their lodgynge both at

ones /
and foo they vnarmed hem

/
and putte vpon hem their

clothynge / And thenne thefe two knyghtes eche welcomed o- 10

ther /
And whanne fyr Perfydes vndcrftode that fir Triftram

was of Cornewaile /
he faid he was ones in Cornewaile

/
and

there I lufled afore kynge Marke / And foo it happed me at

that tyme /
to ouerthrowe ten knyghtes / and thenne came to

me fyre Triftram de lyones and ouerthrewe me / and took my 15

lady awey from me / and that fiialle I neuer forgete /
but I

flialle remembre me and euer I fee my tyme / A faid fir tryf-

tram now I vnderftande that ye hate fyr Triftram / what deme

ye /
wene ye that fir Triftram is not able to withftande your ma-

lyce / yes faid fir Perfydes I knovvc wel that fir Triftram is 20

a noble knyght and a moche better knyght than I
/ yet flialle

I not owe hym my good wille / ^ Ryght as they ftode thus

talkynge at a bay wyndowe of that caftel / they fawe many
knyghtes rydynge to and fro toward the turnement / And
thenne was fire Triftram ware of a lykely knyght rydyng vp- 25

on a grete black hors / and a black couerd fhelde
/ what kny3te

is that faid fire Triftram with the black hors & the blak flield

he femes a good kny3t / I knowe hym wel faid fir Perfydes
he is one of the beft knyghtes of the world / thenne is it fyre

Launcelot faid fir Triftram / nay faid fyre Perfydes / hit is fyr 30

Palomydes / that is yet vncryftened /

C Capitulum yyviij

^^^^ Henne they fawe moche people of the countrey falewe

/ I fire Palomydes / And within a whyle after / ther cam

^^J^ a fquyer of the caftel
/
that told fyre Pellounes that

was lord of that caftel
/ that a knyght with a blak flield had 35
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fmyten doune thyrten kny3tes / Fayr broder faid fir Triftram

vnto fyr Perfydes / lete vs cafle vpon vs clokes /
and lete vs

goo fee the play /
Not foo faid fir Perfydes / we wille not goo

lyke knaues thyder / but we wille ryde lyke men and good

5 knyghtes to withftande oure enemyes / Soo they armed them

and took their horfes and grete fperes / and thyder they went

there as many kny^tes affayed hem felf before the turnement

And anone fir Palomydes fawe fir Perfydes / and thenne he

fente a fquyer vnto hym and faid
/ goo thou to the yonder kn-

10 yght with the grene fheld and therin a lyon of gooldis /
and

fay hym I requyrc hym to lufte with me / and telle hym that

my name is fire Palomydes / whanne fir Perfydes vndcrftood

that requeft of fyre Palomydes / he made hym redy /
and there

anone they mette to gyders / but fyre Perfydes had a falle

15 Thenne fyre Triftram dreffid hym to be reuengyd vpon fir pa-

lomydes / and that fawe fyre Palomydes that was redy / and

foo was not fire Triftram and took hym at auauntage /
and

fmote hym ouer his hors tayle whanne he had no fpere in his

reyfte /
Thenne ftarte vp fyre Triftram and took his hors ly3-

20 tely / and was wrothe oute of mefure
/
and fore afhamed of

that falle /
Thenne fire Triftram fente vnto fyr Palomydes by

Gouernaile and prayd hym to lufte with hym at his requeft

Nay faid fire Palomydes as att this tyme I wille not lufte

with that knyght /
for I knowe hym better than he weneth

/

25 And yf he be wrothe / he may ryghte it to morne att the caftel

of maydens /
where he maye fee me and many other knyghtes

with that came fyr Dynadan / and whanne he fawe fire Triftra

wrothe / he lyft not to lape /
lo fayd fir Dynadan /

here may a ma

preue /
Be a man neuer foo good yet maye he haue a falle / &

30 he was neuer foo wyfe but he myght be ouerfene / and he rydeth

wel that neuer fylle /
Soo fyre Triftram was paffynge wrothe

and fayd to fyre Perfydes and to fyre Dynadan I wille re-

uenge me
/ Ryghte foo as they ftood talkyng there / there came

by fir Triftram a lykely knyght rydyng paffynge foberly and

35 heuyly with a blak fhelde /
what knyght is that faid fir Trif-

tram vnto fyr Perfydes /
I knowe hym well faid fir Perfy-

des / for his name is fire Bryaunt of Northwalys /
foo he pafte

on amonge other knyghtes of Northwalys / And there came
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in fyre launcelot du lake with a flield of the armes of Cor-

newaile / and he fente a fquyer vnto fyr Bryaunt /
and requy-

red hym to lufte with hym / wel faid fyr Bryaunt / fythen I

am requyred to lufte /
I wille doo what I may /

and there

fyre launcelot fmote doune fyr Bryaunt from his hors a gre- 5

te falle /
And thenne fyr Triftram merueilcd what knyght he

was that bare the flield of Cornewaile / what fo euer he be fa-

id fyr Dynadan I warante you he is of Kynge Bannys
blood

/
the whiche ben knyghtes of the mooft noble proweffe /

in the world for to accompte foo many for foo many /
Thenne 10

there came two kny3tes of Northgales /
that one hyghte Hewe

de la montayne / and the other fyr Madok de la montayne / &
they chalengyd fire launcelot foote hote

/ Syr Launcelot not

refufyng hem but made hym redy /
with one fpere he fmote hem

doune bothe ouer their hors croupes / and foo fir launcelot rode 15

his way / By the good lord faid fire Triflram he is a good

knyght that bereth the flielde of Cornewaile /
and me femeth he

rydeth in the beft maner that euer I fawe knyghte ryde / Then-

ne the kynge of Northgalys rode vnto fyre Palomydes /
and

praid hym hertely for his fake to lulte with that knyght that 20

hath done vs of Northgalys defpyte / Syr faid fir Palomydes
I am ful lothe to haue adoo with that knyght /

and caufe why
is

/
for as to morne the grete turnement fhalle be / And therfor

I wille kepe my felf freffhe by my wille / Nay faid the kyng
of Northgalys I pray you requyre hym of lufles / fyre fayd 25

fyr palomydes I wille lufte at your requeft / and requyre that

knyght to lufte with me
/ and often I haue fene a man haue

a falle at his owne requeft

C (Tapitulum yiy

\ Henne fir palomydes fente vnto fir launcelot a fquyer

^^J^ and requyred hym of luftes
/

Fair felawe feid fir la- 30

uncelot
/

telle me thy lordes name
/ Syre faid the fquyer my lor-

des name is fyr Palomydes the good knyght / In good hou-

re faid fir launcelot
/ for there is no knyght that I fawe thys

feucn yeres that I had leuer adoo with all than with hym /
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And fo eyther knyghtcs made hem redy with two grete fperes

Nay faid fyr Dynadan ye (halle fee that fir Palomydes will

quytc hym ryght wel /
hit may be foo faid fir Triftram / but I

vndcrtake that knyght with the fheld of Cornevvayle fhal gy-

5 ue hym a falle
/

I bileue hit not faid fir Dynadan / Ryght fo

they fpored their horfes /
and feutryd their fperes / and eyther

hyttc other /
and fyr palomydes brake a fpere vpon fire launce-

lot / and he fat and meued not
/
but fir Launcelot fmote hym fo

lyghtly that he made his hors to auoyde the fadel / and the ftro-

10 ke brake his flielde and the hauberke /
and had he not fallen

/
he

had be flayne /
how now faid fir Triftram /

I wifte wel by the

maner of their rydyng bothe that fire Palomydes fliold haue

a falle / Ryght fo fir launcelot rode his way and rode to a well

to drynkc and to repofe hym / and they of Northgalys afpyed

15 hym whyther he rode / and thenne there folowcd hym twelue

knyghtcs for to haue mefchyeued hym /
for this caufe that vp-

on the morne at the turnement of the caflel of maydens that he

Ihold not Wynne the vyctory / Soo they came vpon fir launce-

lot fodenly and vnnethe he myght putte vpon hym his helme/
20 and take his hors but they were in handes with hym / & then-

ne fir launcelot gat his fpere and rode thorou them
/
and there

he ficwe a knyght and brake his fpere in his body / Thenne he

drewe his fwerd and fmote vpon the ryght hand and vpon the

lyfte hand foo that within a fewe flrokes he had flayne o-

25 ther thre knyghtcs /
and the remenaunt that abode he wounded

hem fore alle that dyd abyde /
Thus fyr launcelot efcaped from

his enemyes of Northwalys /
and thenne fir launcelot rode his

way tyl a frende & lodged hym tyl on the morne
/ for he wold

not the fyrfte daye haue adoo in the turnement by caufe of his

jo grete labour
/
And on the fyrfi: day he was with kyng Arthur

there as he was fet on hyhe vpon a fchaffold to difcerne who

was beft worthy of his dedes
/
So fir launcelot was with kyng

Arthur /
and lulled not the fyrfl: daye /

C (Tapitulum yyy
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torne we vnto fir Trillram de lyones that comma-

unded Gouernaile his feruaunt to ordeyne hym a blak

flield with none other remembraunce therin /
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And foo fyre Perfydes and fyr Triftram departed from the-

ir hoofte fyr Pellounes /
and they rode erly toward the tur-

nement /
and thcnne they drevve hem to kynge Carados fyde of

Scotland /
and anone kny5tes beganne the felde what of ky-

nge Northgalys party /
and what of kyngc Carados party / & 5

there began grcte party /
Thcnne there was hurlyng and raffli-

ynge / Ryght foo came in fyr Perfydes and fire Triftram
/

and

foo they dyd fare that they put the kyng of Northgalys abak

Thennc came in fyre Bleoberys de ganys and fyre Gaherys

with them of Northaglys /
and thenne was fir Perfydes fmy- 10

ten doune / and alle moofh flayne /
For moo than xl horfmen

wcnte ouer hym /
P'or fyr Bleoberys dyd grete dedes of armes

and fyre Gaherys fayled hym not /
whanne fire Triftram by-

held them /
and fawc hem doo fuche dedes of armes / he meruey-

led what they were /
Alfo fir Triftram thought fliame that fir 15

Perfydes was foo done to /
and thcnne he gat a grete fpere in

his hand /
and thenne he rode to fire Gaherys and fmote hym

doune from his hors
/
And thennc was fire Bleoberys wroth

and gate a fpere and rode ageynft fir Triftram in grete yre / &
there fyre Triftram mette with hym / and fmote fir Bleoberys 20

from his hors / Soo thenne the kynge with the honderd knygh-

tes was wrothe / and he horfed fire Bleoberys and fir gaherys

ageyne /
and there beganne a grete medle / and euer fir triftram

held them paffynge fliortc
/

and cuer fir Bleoberys was paf-

fynge befy vpon fyre Triftram
/
and there came fire Dynadan a- 25

geynft fyre Triftram / and fire Triftram gaf h}-m fuche a buffet

that he fwouned in his fadel /
Thenne anone fir Dynadan cam

to fire Triftram
/
and faid fyr I knowe the better than thow

weneft
/
But here I promyfe the my trouthe I wille neuer co-

me ayenfi: the more
/

for I promyfe the that fwcrd of thyn fhal 30

neuer come on myn helme / with that came fir Bleoberys / and

fyr Triftram gaf hym fuche a buffet that doune he leyd his he-

de/and thenne he raught hym fo fore by the helme
/ that he pul-

led hym vnder his hors feet
/
And thenne kyng Arthur blewe

to lodgynge /
Thenne fyre Triftram departed to his pauelione / 35

and fire Dynadan rode with hym / and fire Perfydes & kyng
Arthur thenne and the kynges vpon bothe partyes merueylled

what knyght that was with the blak flielde
/ Many faid their
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aduyfe / and fome knewe hym for fyre Triftram
/ and helde the-

ir pees and wold nought fay /
Soo that fyrfte day kyng Ar-

thur and alle the kynges and lordes that were luges gaf fir

Triftram the pryce / hou be hit they knewe hym not but named

S hym the knyght with the black flield

C Capitulum yyyj

/ 1 Ilenne vpon the morne fire Palomydes retorned from

^^J^ the kynge of Northgalys / and rode to kyng Arthurs

fyde where was kynge Carados and the kynge of Irland / &

fyr launcelots kynne and fir Gawayns kynne / Soo fire palo-

10 mydes fente the damoyfel vnto fire Triftram that he fente to feke

hym whanne he was oute of his mynde in the foreft / and thys

damoyfel afked fire Triftram / what he was / and what was

his name / As for that faid fir Triftram telle fir Palomydes ye

fhalle not wete as at this tyme vnto the tyme I haue broken

15 two fperes vpon hym /
But lete hym wete thus moche faid fir

Triftram / that I am the fame knyghte that he fmote dounc in

cuer euenyng at the turnement & telle hym playnly /
on what

party that fyre Palomydes be
/

I wille be of the contrary parte

Syre faid the damoyfel ye fhalle vnderftande that fir Palomy-
20 des wille be on kyng Arthurs fyde /

where the mooft noble kn-

yghtes of the world ben /
In the name of god faid fir Trif-

tram
/
thenne wille I be with the kynge of Northgalys by ca-

ufe fyr Palomydes wille be on kynge Arthurs fyde / and els

I wold not but for his fake / ^ Soo whanne kynge Arthur

25 was come they blewe vnto the felde / and thenne there began
a grete party / and foo kynge Carados lufted with the kynge
of the honderd knyghtes / and there kynge Carados hadde a

falle
/

thenne was there hurlynge and raffiiynge / and ryght fo

cam in knyghtes of kynge Arthurs / and they bare on bak the

30 kynge of Northgalys knyghtes / Thenne fir Triftram came in

and beganne fo roughly and foo bygly that there was none

myght withftande hym /
and thus fire Triftram dured longe /

^ And at the laft fyr Tryftram felle amonge the felaufliip of

kynge Ban
/ and there felle vpon hym fyr Bors de ganys /

35 and fyr E6tor dc marys / and fire Blamor dc ganys / & many
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other knyghtes / And thenne fir Triftram fmote on the ryght
hand and on the lyfte hand that alle lordes and ladyes fpak
of his noble dedes / But at the laft fyre Triftram ftiold haue

had the werfe / had not the kynge with the honderd knyghtes
ben

/ And thenne he came with his felaufhip and refcowed s

fir Triftram
/ and brought hym awey from tho knyghtes that

bare the fheldes of Cornewaile /
and thenne fir Triftram fawe

another felauftiip by them felf / and there were a xl Knygh-
tes to gyder / and fir Kay the Senefchal was there gouerno-
ur

/ Thenne fire Triftram rode in amongeft them / and there he 10

fmote doune fyr Kay from his hors
/ and there he fared among

tho Knyghtes lyke a grey hound among conyes / Thenne fyre

launcclot fond a Knyght that was fore wounded vpon the he-

de / Sir faid fir launcelot who wounded you fo fore / Sire he fa-

id a Knyght that bereth a black flielde / and I maye curfe the '5

tyme that euer I mette with hym for he is a deuyl and no man
Soo fire launcelot departed fro hym / & thought to mete with fir

Triftram
/ and foo he rode with his fwerd drawen in his hand

to feke fir Triftram / and thenne he afpyed hym how he hurled

here and there / and at eucry ftrokc fyr Triftram wel nygh fmo- 20

te doune a knyght / O mercy Ihefu faid the kynge fyth the ty-

me I bare armes fawe I neuer no knyght do fo merueillous

dedes of armes
/ And yf I ftiold fette vpon this knyght faid fir

Launcelot to hym felf I dyd fliame to my felf
/ & there with al

fir launcelot put vp his fwerd / And theiie the Kyng with the ^5

C Kny3tes / and an honderd more of Northwalys fet vpon the

twenty of fir launcelots kyn / and they xx Kny5tes held them
euer to gyder / as wylde fwyne and none wold faile other / & fo

whan fir Triftram beheld the nobleffe of thefe xx Knyghtes /
he merueiled of their good dedes / for he fawe by their fare and 30

by theil reule that they had leuer deye than auoyde the felde /

^ Now Ihefu faide fyre Triftram wel maye he be valyaunte
and ful of proweffe that hath fuche a forte of noble Knygh-
tes vnto his kynne / and ful lyke is he to be a noble man that

is their leder and gouernour / he mente hit by fir Launcelot du 35

Lake / ^ Soo whanne fyre Triftram had be-

holden them long / he thou3t fliame to fee / ij / C kny5tes batteryng
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vpon twenty knyghtes / ^ Thennc fire Triftram rode vnto the

k>-nge with the hondcrd knyghtes / and faid fyre leue youre

f}-ghtynge with tho twenty knyghtes /
for ye wynne no wor-

Hiip of them
/ ye be foo many / and they foo fewe / And wete ye

S well they wille not oute of the felde I fee by their chere and

countenaunce
/ and worfliip gete ye none and ye flee them /

therfore leue your fyghtynge with them
/ for I to encreace my

worfliip / I wyll ryde to the twenty knyghtes and helpe them
with all my myghte and power / ^ Nay faid the

10 kynge with the honderd knyghtes / ye fliall not do fo
/ Now I

fee youre courage and curtofy / I wille withdrawe my kny3-
tes for your pleafyr / for euermore a good knyght wylle fa-

uoure another / and lyke wille drawe to lyke /

C Capitulum yyyij

^pBB^Hcnne the kyng with the honderd knyghtes withdre-

'5 / 1 we his knyghtes / And al this whyle and long tofore

^^j^ fyr launcelot had watched vpon fyr Triftram with a

very purpos to haue felaufliipped with hym / And thenne fo-

denly fyr Triftram
/ fyr Dynadan / and Gouernaile his man ro-

de their waye in to the foreft that no man perceyued where they
20 wente

/ Soo thenne kynge Arthur blewe vnto lodgynge / and

gaf the kynge of Northgalys the pryce by caufe fyr Triftram

was vpon his fyde / Thenne fyr launcelot rod here and there fo

wood as lyon that fauted his fylle by caufe he had lofte fyre
Triftram

/ and foo he retorned vnto kynge Arthur / and then-

25 ne in alle the felde was a noyfe that with the wynde hit my-
ght be herd two myle thens / how the lordes and ladyes cryed
the knyght with the blak flielde hath wonne the felde

^ Alias faid kynge Arthur where is that knyght become / hit

is fhame to alle tho in the felde fo to lete hym efcape awey from

30 you / but with gentylnes and curtofy ye myght haue brought
hym vnto me to the cartel of maydens
^ Thenne the noble kynge Arthur wente vnto his knyghtes
and comforted them in the beft wyfe that he coude / and fayd /

my fayre felawes be not dyfmayed / how be hit ye haue lofte
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the felde this daye and many were hurte and fore wounded /

and many were hole
/ ^ My felawes faid kynge Ar-

thur loke that ye be of good chere /
for to mornc I wille be in

the feld with you and reucnge you of youre encmyes

^ Soo that nyght Kynge Arthur and his knyghtes repofed 5

them felf / ^ The damoyfel that came from la Beale I-

foud vnto fyr Triftram alle the whyle the turnement was a-

doynge fhe was with Ouene Gueneuer / and euer the Ouene

aflvcd her for what caufe fhe came in to that Countrey

^ Madame fhe anfuerd I come for none other caufe but from 10

my lady la Beale Ifoud to wete of your welfare
/
For in no

wyfe fhe * wold telle the Ouene that flie came for fyr Trif-

trams fake
/
Soo this lady dame Brangwayne took her leue

of Ouene Gueneuer /
and flie rode after fyr Trillram

/
And

as flie rode thurgh the foreft flie herd a grete crye /
thennc flie '5

commaunded her fquyer to goo in to that foreft to wete what

was that noyfe /
and foo he came to a wclle and there he fond

a Knyght bounden tyl a tree cryeng as he had ben wode and

his hors and his harncis ftandynge by hym /
And whan he af-

pyed the fquyer /
ther with he abraide

/
and brake hym felf lo- ^o

OS and took his fwerd in his hand
/
and ranne to haue fla-

yne that fquyer /
Thennc he took his hors and fleddc all that c-

ucr he myght vnto dame Brangwayne /
and told her of his

aduenture /
Thenne flie rode vnto fyr Triftrams pauelione / and

told fire Triftram what aduenture flie had fonde in the foreft / -5

Alias faid fyr Triftram vpon my heede there is fomme good

Knyghte at mefchyef /
Thennc fire Triftram tooke his hors and

his fwerd
/
and rode thyder / there he herd how the Knyght com-

playned vnto hym felf and fayd /
I woful knyght fyre pa-

lomydes what myfauenture befalleth me / that thus am defoiled 30

with falftiede and treafon thorou fyre Bors and fyre Ector /

Alias he fayde why lyue I foo longe / And thenne he gat his

fwerd in his handes
/
and maade many ftraunge fygnes and

tokens /
and foo thorou his ragynge he threwe his fwerd in to

that fontaync ^ Thenne fir Palomydes way- 35

led and wrange his handes
/
And at the lafte for pure forow

he ranne in to that Fontayne ouer his bely / and foughte after
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his fwcrd /
Thcnne fir Triftram fawc that and ranne vpon fyr

Palomydes / and helde hym in his armes fafl: / what arte thou

faid Palomydes that holdeth me foo /
I am a man of this fo-

rcft that wold the none harme / Alias faid fire Palomydes I

5 maye neuer wynne worfhip where fyr Triftram is
/ For euer

where he is
/ and I be there thenne gete I no worfhip / And

yf he be awcy /
for the mooft party I haue the gree /

onles that

fir Launcelot be there or fyr Lamorak
/ Thenne fire Palom}-dcs

faid ones in Irland fyr Triftram piitte me to the werfe
/
and

10 another tyme in Cornewaile and in other places in this land

What wold ye do faid fyre Triftram & ye had fir Triftram
/

I

wold fyghte with hym faid fir Palomydes and eafe my hert

vpon hym /
and yet to faye the fothe fyre Triftram is the gen-

telyft knyght in this world lyuynge /
what wil ye doo fayd fir

'5 Triftram wille ye goo with me to youre lodgynge / Nay fayde

he I wille goo to the kynge with the honderd knyghtes /
for

he refcowed me from fire Bors de ganys / and fir E6tor / & els

had I ben flayne traitourly / Syre Triftram faid hym fuche

kynde wordes that fyre Palomydes wente with hym to his lod-

2o gynge / Thenne Gouernaile wente to fore / and charged dame

Brangwayn to goo oute of the way to her lodgynge / and byd

ye fyre Perfydes that ye make hym no quarels / And fo they
rode to gyders tyl they came to fire Triftrams pauelione / and

there fyre Palomydes had alle the chere that myght be had all

25 that nyghte /
But in no wyfe fire Palomydes my^t not knowe

what was fyr Triftram / and foo after fouper they yede to refte

And fyr Triftram for grete trauaile flepte tylle it was daye /

And fyr Palomydes myghte not flepe for anguyffhe / and in

the daunynge of the daye he tooke his hors pryuely /
and rode

30 his waye vnto fyr Gaherys and vnto fyr Sagramour le defy-
rus

/ where they were in their pauelions /
for they thre were fe-

lawes at the begynnynge of the turnement
/
And thenne vp-

on the morne the kynge blewe vnto the turnement vpon the

thyrdde daye /

C Capitulum yyyiij /
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the kynge of Northgalys and the kynge with the

honderd knyghtes they two encountred with kyng ca-

rados and with the kynge of Irland / and there the

kynge with the honderd knyghtes fmote doune kynge Cara-

dos
/ and the kynge of Northgalys fmote doune the kynge of 5

Irland / With that came in fyr Palomydes /
and whan he cam

he made grete werke
/

for by his endented flielde he was well

knowen
/ Soo came in kynge Arthur /

and dyd grete dedes of

armes to gyders /
and putte the kynge of Northgalys and the

kynge with the honderd knyghtes to the werfe
/
With this came 10

in fyr Triftram with his black flielde /
And anone he lufted

with fyre palomydes /
and there by fyne force fyr Triftram fmo-

te fyre palomydes ouer his hors croupe /
Thenne kynge Arthur

cryed Knyght with the black flielde make the redy to me /
and

in the fame wyfe fir Triftram fmote kynge Arthur
/
And then- 15

ne by force of kyng Arthurs knyghtes the kynge and fir pa-

lomydes were horfed ageyne /
Thenne kyng Arthur with a gre-

te egre herte he gate a fpere in his hand /
and therupon the one

fyde he fmote fyr Triftram ouer his hors /
Thenne foote hote fyr

Palomydes cam vpon fir Triftram as he was vpon foot to ha- 20

ue ouer ryden hym / Thenne fir Triftram was ware of hym / &
there he ftouped a fyde /

and with grete yre he gate hym by the

arme / and pulled hym doune from his hors /
Thenne fyre pa-

lomydes lyghtely arofe
/
and thenne they daffhed to gyder my-

ghtely with their fwerdes /
and many kynges / Ouenes and 25

lordes fl;ode and beheld them /
And at the lafte fyre Trifl:ram

fmote fyre palomydes vpon the helme thre my5ty ftrokes /
and

at euery flroke that he gaf hym he faid this for fyre Trif-

trams fake
/
With that fyre Palomydes felle to the erthe groue-

lynge / Thenne came the kynge with the honderd knyghtes / & -,0

broughte fyre Triftram an hors / and foo was he horfed ageyn

By thenne was fyr Palomydes horfed / and with grete yre

he lufted vpon fyr Triftram with his fpere as hit was in the

reyfle and gaf hym a grete dafflie with his fwerd /

^ Thenne fir Triftram auoyded his fpere /
and gate hym by 35

the neck with his bothe handes
/
and pulled hym clene oute of

his fadel /
and foo he bare h)'m afore hym the lengthe of ten fpe-

res
/
& thenne in the prefence of hem al he lete hym falle at his
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aduenture
/ Thenne fire Triftram was ware of kynge Arthur /

with a naked fucrd in his hand /
and with his fpere fir Trif-

tram rannc vpon kynge Arthur / and thenne kynge Arthur

boldely abode hym and with his fwerd he fmote atwo his fpe-

5 re / and there with aile fyre Triftram ftonyed / and foo kynge
Arthur gaf hym thre or four grete ftrokes or he my5t gete out

his fwerd / and at the lafk fir Triftram drewe his fwerd and

affailed other paffynge hard / with that the grete prees depar-

ted / thenne fir Triftram rode here and there and dyd his gre-

10 te payne that xj of the good knyghtes of the blood of kynge
Ban that was of fire launcelots kyn /

that daye fyre Triftram

fmote doune / that alle the eftates merueilled of his grete dedes

and allc cryed vpon the knyght with the black flield

z.
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Henne this crye was foo large / that fir launcelot herd

'5/1 it / And thenne he gate a grete fpere in his hand
/ and

came towardes the crye / Thenne fir launcelot cryed / the

knyght with the blak flielde make the redy to lufbe with me /

Whanne fire Triftram herd hym fay fo he gate his fpere in his

hand
/ and eyther abeyflied doun their hedes / and came to gy-

20 der as thonder
/
and fire Triftrams fpere brake in pyeces / and

fyr launcelot by male fortune flroke fir Triftram on the fyde a

depe wound nyghe to the dethe
/

But yet fyr Triftram auoyded
not his fadel

/ and foo the fpere brak / there with all fir triftram

that was wounded gate oute his fwerd
/
and he raffhed to fir

25 launcelot
/
and gaf hym thre grete ftrokes vpon the helme that

the fyre fprange there oute / and fir launcelot abeyftied his he-

de lowely toward his fadel bowe / And there with alle fir trif-

tram departed from the felde / for he felte hym foo wouded that

he wende he ftiold hauc dyed /
and fir Dynadan afpyed hym

30 and folowed hym in to the foreft
/
Thenne fir launcelot abode &

dyd many merueyllous dedes / Soo whan fire Triftram was

departed by the forefts fyde /
he alyght & vnlaced his harneis

and freffhed his woud
/ thene wende fir Dynodan that he ftiold
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haue dyed / Nay nay faide fire Triftram
/ Dynadan / neuer drede

the /
for I am herte hole / & of this wounde I fhal foone be hole

by the mercy of god / d ^^7 that fir Dynadan was ware

where came palomydes rydynge ftreyghte vpon them
/ And

thenne fyre Triftram was ware that fyre Palomydes came to s

haue deftroyed hym / and fo fyre Dynadan gaf hym warnyng
and faide fire Triftram my lord ye are foo fore wounded that

ye may not haue adoo with hym /
therfore I wille ryde agey-

nft hym and doo to hym what I maye /
And yf I be flayne

ye maye praye for my foule and in the meane whyle ye maye lo

withdravve you and goo in to the caftel /
or in the forefte that

he fhalle not mete with you / ^ Syrc Triltram

fmyled and faid I thanke you fyre Dynadan of your good

wylle /
but ye flialle wetc that I am able to handle hym /

And

thenne anone haftely he armed hym and took his hors / and a 15

grete fpere in his hand and faid to fyre Dynadan Adieu / &
rode toward fyre Palamydes a fofte paas

d Thenne whanne fire Palomydes fawe that / he made countc-

naunce to amende his hors / but he dyd hit for this caufe / For

he abode fire Gaherys that came after hym / ^ And whanne he ~o

was come he rode toward fyre Triftram / ^ Thenne fyre Trif-

tram fente vnto fyr palomydes and requyred hym to lufte with

hym /
And yf he fmote doune fir Palomydes / he wold doo no

more to hym /
And yf it fo happend that fire Palomydes fmo-

te doune fyr Triftram he badde hym do his vtteraunce / So they 25

were accorded / thenne they mette to gyders / and fyre Triftram

fmote doune fir palomydes /
that he had a greuous falle / foo

that he laye ftylle as he hadde ben dede
/
And thenne fire Tryf-

tram ranne vpon fyr Gaherys /
and he wold not haue lufted

But whether he wolde or not fyre Triftram fmote hym ouer 30

his hors croupe that he laye ftylle as though he had ben dede
/

And thenne fyr Triftram rode his waye and lefte fyre Perfy-

des fquyer within the pauelions / and fyre Triftram and fyre

Dynadan rode to an old knyghtes place to lodge them /
And

that olde knyght had fyue fones at the turnement / for whome 35

he prayed god hertely for their comyng home
/ ^ And fo as the

frenfflie book faith they cam home al
/ v / wel beten / And whan

fyr Triftram departed in to the foreft fyr laucelot held alwey
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the rtourc lykc hard as a man aragcd that took no heede to

hym felf /
and wete ye wcl there was many a noble knyghte

agcynft hym /
And whanne kyng Arthur fawe fir Launcelot

doo foo merucyllous dedes of armes / he thenne armed hym / &
5 took his hors and his armour / and rode in to the felde to helpe

f}-r launcelot /
and fo many knyghtes came in with kyng Ar-

thur /
and to make fliort tale in conclufion the kyng of North-

galys /
and the kynge of the honderd knyghtes were putte to

the wers /
and by caufe fyre launcelot abode and was the lafb

lo in the feld /
the pryce was yeuen hym / But fir Laucelot wold

neyther for kyng / Ouene ne knyghte haue the pryce / but whe-

re the crye was cryed thorugh the felde / fyr launcelot fir laun-

celot hath wonne the felde this day / fyre Launcelot lete make

an other crye contrary fyr Triftram hath wonne the feld
/ for

15 he beganne fyrft and laft he hath endured / and foo hath he do-

ne the fyrft day / the fecond and the thyrd day /

C CapitiUum yyyv

^^l^Henne alle the eftatcs and degrees hyhe and lowe fa-

/ 1 yd of fyr launcelot grete worfliip /
for the honour that

^^1^ he d}d vnto fyr Triflram /
and for that honour doyng

20 to fir Triftram he was at that tyme more preyfed and renou-

med than and he had ouerthrowen v C knyghtes / and all the

pcple holy for this gentylnes / fyrft the eftates bothe hyhe and

lowe
/

and after the comynalte cryed at ones fyre Launcelot

hath wonne the felde who foo euer faye nay / Thenne was fyre

25 Launcelot wroth and afliamcd /
and foo there with alle he ro-

de to kynge Arthur /
Alias faid the kynge we are alle dyf-

mayed that fyr Triflram is thus departed from vs / By god
faid kynge Arthur he is one of the nobleft knyjtes that euer

I fawe hold fperc or fwerd in hand
/

and the mooft curteyft

30 knyght in his fyghtyng /
for ful hard I fawe hym fayd kyng

Arthur whanne he fmote fyr Palomydes vpon the helme thry-

es
/
that he abaffhed his helme with his ftrokes / and alfo he fa-

id / here is a ftroke for fyr Triftram /
and thus thryes he fayd /

Thenne kynge Arthur / fyr launcelot /
and fire Dodynas le fa-

35 ueage took their horfes to feke fir Triflram / and by the menes
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of fyr Perfydes / he had told kyng Arthur where fyr Triftram

was in his pauelione /
but whanne they came there / fyr Trift-

ram and fir Dynadan were gone / thenne kynge Arthur and

fyr launcelot were heuy /
and retorned ageyne to the caftel of

maydens makyng grete dole for the hurte of fyre Tryftram / & 5

his fodeyne departynge / Soo god me helpe faid kyng Arthur

I am more heuy that I can not mete with hym / thenne for al

the hurtes that alle my knyghtes haue had at the turnement

Ryght foo came fir Gaherys and told kynge Arthur how fyr

Triftram had fmyten doune fyr Palomydes /
and it was atte lo

fyr Palomydes owne requeft /
Alias faid Kyng Arthur that

was grete diflionoure to fyre Palomydes in as moche as fyre

Triftram was fore wounded
/

and now may we alle kynges
and kny^tes and men of worfhip faye that fyre Triftram may
be called a noble knyght and one of the beft Knyghtes that e- i5

uer I fawe the dayes of my lyf / For I wille that ye al kyn-

ges and Knyghtes knowe faid Kynge Arthur that I neuer

fawe Knyghte doo fo merueylloufly as he hath done thefe thre

dayes / for he was the firft that began and that lengeft held on

fauf this lafl day /
And though he was hurte it was a manly 20

aduenture of two noble Knyghtes /
and whan two noble men

encountre nedes muft the one haue the werfe lyke as god wil

fuffre at that tyme / d As for me faid fir launcelot for alle the

landes that euer my fader lefte me I wold not haue hurte fir

Triftram and I had knowen hym at that tyme / that I hurt 2^

hym was for I fawe not his flield
/
For and I had fene his

black flield
/

I wold not haue medled with hym for many
caufes

/
for late he dyd as moche for me as euer dyd Knyght

and that is wel knowen that he had adoo with thyrtty Kny-^-
tes

/ and no helpe faue fyr Dynadan /
And one thynge fhalle 3°

I promyfe faid fyr launcelot / fyr Palomydes flialle repente it

as in his vnkyndely delynge for to folovve that noble knyght
that I by myfliap hurted thus

/ Syr launcelot fayd alle the

worfliip that myght be faid by fir Triftram
/ Thenne kyng Ar-

thur made a grete feeft to alle that wold come / And thus we 35

lete paffe Kynge Arthur
/ and a lytyl we wille torne vnto fir

Palomydes that after he had a falle of fire Triftram / he was

nyghe hand araged cute of his wyt for defpyte of fir Triftram
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And foo he folowcd hym by aduenture / And as he came by
a ryuer in his woodenes / he wold haue made his hors to haue

lepte ouer / and the hors faylcd footynge / and felle in the Ry-
uer / wherfore fyre palomydes was adrad left he fliold haue ben

5 drouncd /
and thenne he auoyded his hors / and fwamme to

the land / and Ictc his hors goo doune by aduenture /

C Capitulum yyyvj /

-4-I Nd whannc he came to the land he took of his harne-

/5>^%'is/and fatte rorynge and cryenge as a man oute of

his mynde / Ryght fo came a damoyfel euen by fyr Palomydes
10 that was fente fro fyr Gawayne and his broder vnto fir mor-

dred that lay feke in the fame place with that old kny5t whe-

re fyr Triftram was
/

For as the Frenfflie book faith fyr Per-

fydes hurte foo fyr Mordred a ten dayes afore
/
and had not

ben for the louc of fir Gawayne and his broder / fyr Perfydcs

>5 had flayne fir Mordred
/
and foo this damoyfel came by fir pa-

lomydes /
and flie and he had langage to gyder / the whiche ple-

afyd neyther of them /
and foo the damoyfel rode her wayes tyl

fhe came to the old knyghtes place /
& there flie told that old

knyght how fhe mette with the woodeft knyght by aduenture

20 that euer flie mette with all
/
what bare he in his fheld faid fir

Triftram / hit was endented with whyte and black faide the

damoyfel /
A faid fir Triftram that was fir palomydes / the go-

od knyght /
For wel I knowe hym faid fir Triftram for one

of the beft knyghtes lyuynge in this realme
/ Thenne that old

25 knyght took a lytel hackney and rode for fyre palomydes / and

brought hym vnto his owne manoyr /
and ful wel knewe fire

Triftram fyr Palomydes / but he faid but lytel /
for at that ty-

me fyr Triftram was walkyng vpon his feet
/ and wel amen-

ded of his hurtes / and alweyes whan fire Palomydes fawe

30 fyr Triftram / he wold behold hym ful merueilloufiy / And
euer hym femed that he hadde fcne hym / Thenne wold he faye

vnto fyre Dynadan and euer I may mete with fyre Triftram

he fhal not efcape myn handes /
I merueile faid fir Dynadan Jj'
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ye boofte behynde fyr Triltram /
for it is but late that he was in

youre handes /
and ye in his handes

/ why wold ye not holde

hym whanne ye hadde hym /
for I fawe my felf twyes or thry-

es that ye gat but lytel worfliip of fir Triftram
/

thenne was

fyr Palomydes afliamed / Soo leuc we them a lytyl whyle in 5

the old caftel
/

with the old knyght fir Darras / ^ Now fliall

we fpeke of Kynge Arthur
/
that faid to fir Launcelot had not

ye ben
/ we had not loft fyre Triftram

/
for he was here dayly vn-

to the tyme ye mette with hym /
and in an euylle tyme fayd

Arthur ye encountred with hym / My lord Arthur faid Laun- 10

celot ye putte vpon me that I fliold ben caufe of his departy-

cyon / god knoweth hit was ageynfte my wille / But whan

men ben hote in dedes of armes ofte they hurte their frendes as

vvel as their foes /
And my lord faid llr launcelot ye fhal vn-

derftande that fir Triftram is a man that I am loth to offende 15

for he hath done for me more than euer I dyd for hym as yet /

But thenne fir Launcelot made brynge forth a book and thc-

ne fir launcelot faid
/
here we are ten Knyghtes that wil fwe-

re vpon a book neuer to refte one nyght where we reft another

this tweluc moneth vn tyl that we fynde fyr Triftram / And 20

as for me faid fyre Launcelot I promyfe you vpon this book

that and I may mete with hym /
outher with fayrenes or foul-

neffe I fhalle brynge hym to this courte
/ or els I fhalle dye

therforc
/ And the names of thefe ten knyghtes that hadde vn-

dertake this quell: were thefe folowynge / Fyrft was fir Laun- 25

celot
/ fyr E6lor de Marys / fyr Bors de ganys and Bleoberis

and fyre Blamor de ganys /
and Lucan the botteler / fyr Vwa-

yne / fyr Galyhud / Lyonel and Galyodyn / Soo thefe x noble

knyghtes departed from the courte of kynge Arthur / and foo

they rode vpon their queft to gyders vntyl they came to a cro- 30

ffe where departed four wayes /
and there departed the felau-

fhip in four to feke fyr Triftram / And as fyr launcelot rode

by aduenture he mette with dame Brangwayn that was fent

in to that countrey to feke fir Triftram
/ and fhe fled as fafte

as her palfrey myght goo / Soo fire Launcelot mette with her 35

and afl<ed her why flie fledde / ^ A fayre knyghte faid dame

Brangwayne I flee for drede of my lyf /
for here foloweth me

fyr Breufe faunce pyte to flee me
/
Hold you nyghe me fayd
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fauncc pyte / fyr launcelot cryed vnto hym / and faid / fals kn-

yght defiiroyer of ladyes and damoyfcls / now thy laft dayes
be come / Whanne fire Breufe faunce pyte fawc fire launcelots

S fhelde he knewe hit wel
/ for at that tyme he bare not the armes

of Cornewaile / but he bare his owne flielde
/ And thenne fyre

Breufe fled / and fyr Triftram folowed after hym / But fir

Breufe was foo wel horfed that whan hym lyft to flee he my-
ght wel flee / and alfo abyde whan hym lyft /

10 And thenne fire launcelot retorned vnto dame Brangwayne
and fhe thanked hym of his grete labour /

C Capitulum yyyvij

mOw
wille we fpekc of fir Lucan the buttelere that by

fortune he came rydyng to the fame place there as was

fyr Trifi;ram / and in he came in none other entente /
15 but to afi^e herberowe / thenne the porter afl^ed what was his

name
/ Telle your lord that my name is fyr Lucan the botteler

a knyghte of the round table
/ Soo the porter wente vnto fyre

Darras lord of the place / and told hym who was there to af-

ke herborou5 / Nay nay feid fyr Daname that was neuewe to
^o fyr Darras

/ faye hym that he flialle not be lodged here
/ But

letc hym wete that I fyr Daname wyll mete with hym anon
and bydde hym make hym redy / So fire Daname came forth

on horfljak
/ and there they mette to gyders with fperes / and fir

Lucan fmote doune fyr Daname ouer his hors croupe / and thC-
~S ne he fledde in to that place / and fir Lucan rode after hym / &

aflved after hym many tymes / Thenne fyr dynadan faid to fire

Triftram hit is fliame to fee the lordes cofyn of this place de-

foiled / Abyde faid fir Triftram and I fhalle redreffe it
/ and

in the meane whyle fyr Dynadan was on horfbak and he luf-

30 tid with Lucan
]>"

botteler / & ther fir lucan fmote doune dynada thur^
the thyck of the thyghe / and foo he rode his way / and fire trif-

tram was wrothe that fir Dynadan was hurte / & folowed af-

ter and thought to auenge hym / and within a whyle he ouer-

took fir lucan / and badde hym torne / and foo they mette to gy-
35 ders foo that fire Trifiiram hurt fir Lucan paffynge fore / and
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gaf hym a falle / With that came fire Vwayne a gentyl kny3t

And whanne he fawe fire Lucaii foo hurte / he called fyrc trif-

tram to lufte with hym /
Fairc knyght faid fire Triftram telle

me your name I requyre you / Syre knyghte wete ye wel my
name is fyre Vwayne le fyfe de roy Vreyne /

A faide fire Trif- 5

tram by my wille I wold not haue adoo with you at no ty-

me
/ ye Ilialle not foo faid fir Vwayne but ye flialle haue adoo

with me /
And thenne fire Triftram fawe none other boote but

rode ageynft hym and ouerthrewe fyr Vwayn and hurte hym
in the fyde /

and foo he departed vnto his lodgynge ageyne / 10

And whanne fire Dynadan vnderftood that fyr Trifl:ram had

hurte fir Lucan
/
he wold haue ryden after fyr Lucan for to

haue flajme hym /
but fir Trifl:ram wold not fuffre hym /

^ Thenne fyr Vwayne letc ordeyne an hors lytter /
and bro-

ught fir Lucan to the abbey of Ganys/and the cartel there by '5

hyght the callel of Ganys /
of the whiche fyr Bleoberys was

lord
/
And at that Cartel fire launcelot promyfed alle his fe-

lawes to mete in the quert of fyr Triftram / Soo whan fir trif-

tram was come to his lodgyng /
ther cam a damoifel

|5'
told fir

Darras that thre of his fones were flayne at that turnement 20

and two greuoufly woiided that they were neuer lyke to hel-

pe them felf /
And alle this was done by a noble knyghte that

bare the black flielde
/
and that was he that bare the pryce /

^ Thenne came there one and told fyr Darras that the fame

knyght was within hym that bare the black flield
/
Thenne fir 25

Darras yede vnto fir Trirtrams chamber / and there he fond his

fheld and fhewed it to the damoyfel /
A fyr faid the damoyfel

that fame is he / that fiewe your thre fones
/ Thenne withoute

ony taryenge fir Darras putte fyre Trirtram and fyre Palo-

mydes and fyr Dynadan within a rtrong pryfon / and there fir 30

Trirtram was lyke to haue dyed of grete fekeneffe / and eue-

ry day fyr Palomydes wold repreue fir Trirtram of old hate

betwixe them
/ And euer fir Trirtram fpak fayre and faid ly-

tel / But whan fir Palomydes fawe the fallynge of fekeneffe

of fir Trirtram thenne was he heuy for hym / and comforted 35

hym in alle the beft wyfe he coude
/
And as the Frenffhe booke

faith there came fourty knyghtes to fire Darras / that were of

his owne kyn / and they wold haue flayne fire Trirtram and
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his two felawes / but fire Darras wold not fuffre that but

kepte them in pryfon / and mete and drynke they had / So fire

Triftram endured there grcte paync /
for fekeneffc had vnderta-

ke hym /
and that is the gretteft payne a pryfoner maye haue

5 For alle the whyle a pryfoner may haue his helthe of body / he

maye endure vnder the mercy of god and in hope of good de-

lyuerauncc / But whanne fekenes toucheth a pryfoners hody I

thenne may a pryfoner fay al welthe is hym berafte / and then-

ne he hath caufe to wayle and to wepe / Ry3t fo dyd fyre Trift-

10 ram whanne fekenes had vndertake hym / for thenne he tooke

fuche forou that he had almoft flayne hym felf

C Capitulum yyyviil

mOw willc we fpeke and leue fir Triftram
/ fyre Palo-

mydes /
& fyr Dynadan in pryfon / and fpeke we of o-

ther knyghtes that foughte after fyre Triftram many dyuerfe

15 partyes of this land / and fome yede in to Cornewaile /
and by

aduenture fyr Gaheryfe neuewe vnto kyng Arthur came vnto

Kynge Mark /
and there he was wel receyued /

and fatte atte

kyngc Marks owne table & ete of his owne meffe / ^ Thenne

kynge Mark aflced fir Gaheryfe what tydynges there were in

20 the royalme of Logrys / Syre faid fyr Gaheryfe the Kyng reg-

neth as a noble knyght /
and now but late there was a grete

luftes and turnement as euer I fawe ony in the realme of

Logrys /
and the mooft noble knyghtes were at that luftes /

But there was one knyght that dyd merueylloufiy thre da-

25 yes /
and he bare a black flielde

/
and of alle knyghtes that e-

uer I fawe he preued the beft kny5t / thrnne faid Kyng mark

that was fyre launcelot or fyre palomydes the paynym / Not foo

faid fyr Gaherys / for bothe fyre launcelot and fire Palomydes
were on the contrary party ageynft the Knyght with the blak

30 flielde / thenne was it fir Triftram faid the kyng / ye faid fir Ga-

heryfe And there with all the Kyng fmote doun his hede / & in

his herte he feryd fore that fyre Triftram fliold gete hym fuche

worfhip in the Royame of Logrys / where thorou that he hym
felf fhold not be able to withftande hym /

Thus fj-re Gaheryfe
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had grete chere with kynge Marke / and with quene la Bea-

le Ifoud the whiche was gladde of fyr Gaheryfe wordes
/ For

wel fhe wift by his dedes and maners
/ that it was fyr Trift-

ram / And thenne the kynge made a feeft Royal / and to that

feeft came fir Vwayne le fyfe de roy Vreyne / and fomme callid S

hym Vwayne le blaunche maynys / And this fyr Vwayn cha-

lengyd alle the knyghtes of Cornewaile / Thenne was the ky-

ng woode wroth that he had no knyghtes to anfuer hym /

Thenne fire Andred neuewe vnto kynge Mark lepte vp and

faid I wille encountre with fyr Vwayne / Thenne he yede and 10

armed hym and horfed hym in the heft maner / And there fyre

Vwayne mette with fyre Andred and fmote hym doune that

he fwouned on the erthe / Thenne was kynge iVIarke fory and

wrothe oute of mefure that he had no knyghte to reuenge his

neuewe fir Andred / Soo the kynge called vnto hym fyr Dy- 15

nas the fenefchal
/ and praid hym for his fake to take vpon

hym to lufte with fir Vwayne / Syr faid fyr Dynas I am ful

lothe to haue adoo with ony knyght of the round table / yet faid

the kyng for my loue take vpon the to lufte / Soo fyr Dynas
made hym redy / and anone they encountred to gyders with gre- 20

te fperes / but fire Dynas was ouerthrowen hors and man a

grete falle
/ who was wrothe but kynge Marke / Alias he faid

haue I no knyght that wille encountre with yonder knyghte

Syr faid fir Gaheryfe for your fake I wille lufte / So fir Ga-

herys made hym redy / and whanne he was armed he rode in to 25

the felde / And whanne fir Vwayne fawe fyr Gaheryfes flield

he rode to hym and faid / fir ye doo not youre parte / For fire the

fyrfh tyme ye were made Knyght of the round table ye fware

that ye fliold not haue a do with your felaulhip wetyngly
And par dy fir Gaheryfe ye knewe me wel ynou3 by my flielde 30

& fo do I knowe you by your fheld
/ and thou} ye wold breke

your othe
/ I wold not breke myn / for there is not one here

nor ye that fliall thynke I am aferd of yow / but I durft ry-

ght wel haue adoo with you / and yet we be fiftcr fones / Then-
ne was fir Gaheryfe afiiamed

/ and foo there with alle euery 35

knyght wente their way / and fir Vwayne rode in to the coun-

trey / Thenne kyng mark armed hym and tooke his hors and
his fpere with a fquyer with hym / And thenne he rode afore fir
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Vwayiic / and fodcnly at a ,^ap he ranne vpon hym as he that

was not ware of hym / and there he fmote hym al moft thurgh

the body / and there lefte h)-m / So within a whyle there cam fir

Kay / and fonde fir Vwayne / and afkcd hym how he was

5 hurte / I wote not faid fir Vwayne why nor whcrfore / but by

treafon I am fure I gat this hurte / for here came a knyghte fo-

dcnly vpon me or that I was ware / and fodenly hurte me
/

^ Thenne there was come fyre Andred to feke kynge Marke

^ Thou traytour knyght faid fir kay / and I wifte it were

10 thou that thus traitourly haft hurte this noble knyghte / thow

flioldeft neuer paffe my handes / Syre faide fir Andred I dyd

neuer hurte hym / and that I wylle reporte mc to hym felf
/

Fy on you fals knyghtes faid fyr kay / for ye of Cornewaile

ar nought worthe / Soo fyr kay made cary fyr Vwayne to the

'5 abbay of the black Croffe /
and there he was helyd / And then-

ne fyr Gaherys took his leue of kynge Mark / But or he de-

parted he fayd / fyre kynge ye dyd a foule fiiame vnto you &

your Courte whan ye bannyffhed fir Triftram out of this cou-

trey / for ye neded not to haue doubted no knyght and he had

20 ben here /
and foo he departed

C Capitulum yyyiy

^^^0 Henne there came fyre kay the Senefchal vnto kynge
/ 1 Marke

/
and there he hadde good chere fhewyng oute-

^^^/ ward
/
Now fayrc lordes faid he wille ye preue ony

aduenture in the foreft of Morris in the whiche I knowc wel

25 is as hard an aduenture as I knowe ony / Sj-r faid fir kay/

I wille preue hit /
And fir Gaheryfe faid he wold be auyfed

For kynge Mark was euer ful of treafon / and there with al

fyr Gaheryfe departed and rode his waye / And by the fame

waye that fyre Kay fliold ryde /
he leyd hym doune to refte

30 chargynge his fquyer to wayte vpon fir kay /
and warne me

whanne he cometh
/
Soo within a whyle fir kay came rydynge

that way /
and thenne fir Gaheryfe tooke his hors and met hym

and fayd fire kay ye are not wyfe to ryde at the requeft of ky-

nge Mark for he deleth alle with treafon / Thenne faid fire kay
35 I requyre you Icte vs preue this aduenture / I flial not fayle
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you faid fir Gaherys / and foo they rode that tyme tyl a lake /

that was that tyme called the peryllous lake / And there they
abode vnder the fhawe of the wood / ^ The meane whyle kyng
Marke within the caftel of Tyntagyl auoyded alle his baros

& alle other fauf fuche as were pryuy with hym / were auoyded 5

oute of his chamber / And thenne he lete calle his neuewe fir

Andred
/
and badde arme hym and horfe hym lyghtely / & by

that tyme it was mydnyght /
And foo kynge Marke was ar-

med in blak hors and alle
/
and foo att a pryuy pofterne they

two yffued oute with their varlcts with them
/
and rode tylle lo

they came to that lake / Thenne fir Kay afpyed them fyrft and

gat his fpere /
and profered to luHe / And kynge Mark rode

ageynft hym / and fmote eche other ful hard
/

for the mone flio-

ne as the bryght day /
And there at that luftes fir Kayes hors

fylle doune
/

for his hors was not fo bygge as the kynges hors 15

and fir kayes hors bryfcd hym ful fore / Thenne fire Gaherys
was wrothe that fir kay had a falle / Thenne he cryed knyght

fytte thou faft in thy fadel / for I wille reuenge my felawe
/

Thenne kynge Marke was aferd of fyr Gaherys / and fo with

euyl wylle kynge Marke rode ageynft hym / and fir Gaherys 20

gaf hym fuche a Itroke that he felle doun / So thenne forth with

all fyr Gaheryfe ranne vnto fyr Andred and fmote hym from

his hors quyte that his helme fmote in the crthe / and nyhe had

broken his neck / And there with al fyr Gaherys alyghte and

gate vp fir Kay / And thenne they yode bothe on foote to them
/ 25

and badde them yelde them / and telle theire names other they
fliold dye / Thenne with grete payne fire Andred fpak fyrft &
faid hit is kynge Marke of Cornewaile

/
therfore be ye ware

what ye do
/ and I am fir Andred his cofyn / Fy on you bothe

faid fir Gaheryfe for a fals traitour / and fals treafon hafi: thou 30

wrou3t / and he both vnder the fayned chere that ye made vs
/ it

were pyte faid fir Gaherys that thou fholdeft lyue ony lenger /
Saue my lyf faid kynge Marke and I wil make amendys &
confyder that I am a kynge anoynted / it were the more fha-

me faid fir Gaherys to faue thy lyf / thou arte a kynge enoyn- 35

ted with creme
/ and therfore thou flioldeft holde with alle men

of worfhip / And therfor thou arte worthy to dye /
With that he laffhed at kyng Mark without faycng ony more &
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couerd hym with his fheld and defended hym as he myghte /

and thcnnc fir kay lafOied at fir Andred / and there with all

kyngc Marke yelded hym vnto fyr Gaherys / And thenne he

kneled adoune / and made his othc vpon the croffe of the fuerd

5 that neuer whyle he lyued he wold be ageynft arraunt knygh-

tes
/ And alfo he fware to be good Frende vnto fir Triftram /

yf euer he came in to Cornewaile / By thenne fir Andred was

on the erthe / and fir Kay wold haue flayne hym / lete be faid

fir Gaherys / flee hym not I pray you / It were pyte faid fyre

10 kay that he fliold lyue ony lenger / for this is nygh cofyn vn-

to fyr Triftram / and euer he hath ben a traytour vnto hym /
&

by hym he was exyled oute of Cornewaile / and therfor I will

flee hym fayd fir Kay / ye fhalle not faid Gaherys fythen I

haue gyuen the kynge his lyf /
I pray you yeue hym his lyf /

IS and there with alle fir Kay lete hym goo /
And foo fir Kay

and fyre Gaherys rode their way vnto Dynas the Senefchal

for by caufe they herd fay that he loued wel fir Triftram / Soo

they repofed them there
/
and foone after they rode vnto the ro-

yamme of Logrys / And foo within a lytel whyle they mette

20 with fire Launcelot that alweyes had dame Bragwayn with

hym / to that entente / he wende to haue mette the fooner with fir

Trifl:ram
/ and fyr launcelot afked what tydynges in Corne-

waile
/ and whether they herd of fir Triftram or not / Syr Kay

and fir Gaherys anfuerd and faid that they herd not of hym
25 Thenne they told fir launcelot word by word of theire aduen-

ture / Thenne fyr launcelot fmyled and faid / hard hit is to take

oute of the fleffhe that is bred in the bone / and foo maade hem

mery to gyders

C Capitulum yl

Ow leue we of this tale /
and fpeke we of fyr dynas

30 H~^-| 'hat had within the caftel a peramour /
and fhe loued

another knyghte better than hym /
And fo whanne fyr

Dynas wente oute on huntynge /
ftic flypped doune by a tuell /

And took with her two brachets / and foo flie yede to the kny-

ght that file loued / and he her ageyne / ^ And whanne fir
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Dynas come home / and myft his peramour and his brachets

thenne was he the more wrother for his Brachets than for

the lady /
Soo thenne he rode after the knyght that had his per-

amour and badde hym tome and lufte / So fyr Dynas fmo-

te hym doune that with the falle he brake his legge and his ar- s

me / And thenne his lady and peramour cryed fire Dynas

mercy /
and faid fhe wold loue hym better than euer fhe dyd /

Nay faid fir Dynas I fhalle neuer trufte them that ones by-

trayed me
/
and therfor as ye haue begonne fo ende /

for I vvyll

neuer medle with you / And fo fir Dynas departed and tooke 10

his brachets with hym /
and foo rode to his caftel /

Now wil we

torne vnto fir launcelot that was ryght heuy that he coude ne-

uer here no tydynges of fir Triftram /
for al this whyle he was

in pryfon with fir Darras / Palomydes / & Dynadan /
Thenne

dame Brangwayne took her leue to goo in to Cornewaile and 15

fyr launcelot / fyr kay /
& fyr Gaherys rode to feke fir Triftram

in the countrey of Surleufe / Now fpeketh this tale of fir trif-

tram and of his two felawes
/ for euery daye fyre Palomydes

brauled and fayd langage ageynft fyr Triftram I merueyle

faid fir Dynadan of the fyr Palomydes /
and thou haddeft fyre 20

Triflram here / thou woldefh do hym no harme /
For and a wolf

and a fhepe were to gyders in a pryfon /
the wolf wold fuffre

the flieep to be in pees / and wete thou wel faid fire Dynadan
this fame is fire Triftram at a word

/
and now maift thou doo

thy beft with hym /
& lete fee now yf ye can flcyftc it with your 25

handes
/

thenne was fire Palomydes abaffiied and faid lytyl/

fyr Palomydes thenne faid fyr Triftram
/

I haue herd moche

of your maugre ageynft me / but I wille not medle with you
as at this tyme by my wille / by caufe I dredc the lord of this

place that hath vs in gouernaunce /
for and I dredde hym not 3°

more than I doo the
/
foone hit fliold be fkyfte / foo they peaced

them felf / Ryght foo came in a damoyfel and faid knyghtes be

of good chare for ye are fure of your lyues /
and that I herd fay

my lord fyre Darras
/ Thenne were they gladde alle thre /

For

dayly they wende they fliold haue dyed / ^ Thenne foone after 35

this fyr Triftram fyllc feke that he wende to haue dyed / thenne

fyr Dynadan wepte / and foo dyd fire Palomydes vnder them

bothe makyng grete forou / ^ Soo a damoyfel
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came in to tlicm and fonde them mornyngc / Thcnnc flic vvente

vnto fire Darras / and told hym how that myghty knyghtc

that bare the black flielde was lykcly to dye / That flialle not

be fayd fir Darras / for god defende whanne Knyghtes come

5 to me for focour that I fliold fuffre hem to dye within my pry-

fon /
Therfor faid fir Darras to the damoyfel / fetche that knyjt

and his felawes afore me / And thenne anone fir Darras fa-

we fir Trifiram brought afore hym / he faid fire Knyghte me

repenteth of thy fekeneffe
/

for thou arte called a ful noble kn-

10 yght / and foo hit femeth by the / And wete ye wel it fhall ne-

uer be faid that fyr Darras flialle deftroye fuche a noble kny-

ght as thou arte in pryfon / how be hit / that thou haft flayn / iij

of my fones / where by I was gretely agreued / But now flialt

thou goo and thy felawes / and youre harneis & horfes haue

15 ben fayre and clene kepte /
and ye fhall goo where hit lyketh

you vpon this couenaunt / that thou Knyght wilt promyfe me
to be good frende to my fones two that ben now on lyue / and

alfo that thou telle me thy name
/ Syr faid he as for me my na-

me is fir Triftram de Lyones / and in Cornewaile was I born

:o and neuewe I am vnto Kynge Marke
/
And as for the deth

of your fones I myght not doo with alle / For and they had

ben the next kyn y I haue
/

I my5t haue done none other wyfe/
And yf I had fla)-ne hem by treafon or trechcry I hadde ben

worthy to haue dyed / Alle this I confyder faid fyr Darras/

25 that alle that ye dyd was by force of knyghthode / and that

was the caufe I wold not putte j'ou to deth
/ But fythe ye be

fyr Triftram the good knyght I pray you hertely to be my good
frend and to my fones / Syr faid fire Triftram I promyfe yow
by the feithe of my body euer whyle I lyue I wllle do yow fer-

30 uyfe /
for ye haue done to vs but as a naturel Knyghte ought

to doo
/ Thenne fir Triftram repofed hym there tyl that he was

amended of his fekeneffe / And whanne he was bygge and

ftronge / they took their leue / and euery knyght took their hor-

fes and foo departed and rode to gyders tyl they came to a

3S croffe way / Now felawes faid fyr Triftram here wylle we de-

parte in fondry wayes / and by caufe fire Dynadan hadde the

fyrft aduenture of hym I wille begynne
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C (Tapitulum ylj

SOo
as fir Dynadan rode by a welle /

he fond a lady

makyng grete dole / what eyleth you faid fir Dynadan

Syre knyght faid the lady I am the wofulleft lady

of the world /
for within thefe fyue dayes / here came a knyght

called fir Breufe faunce pyte /
and he fiewe myn owne broder / 5

And euer fyns he hath kepte me at his owne will / and of al

men in the world I hate hym mooft / And therfor I requyre

you of knyghthode to auenge me /
for he willc not tary but be he-

re anone
/ Lete hym come faid fire Dynadan /

And by caufe of

honour of alle wymmen I wylle doo my parte / With this cam 10

fyr Breufe / And whan he favve a Knyght with his lady / he

was wood wrothe /
And thenne he faid fir Knyght kepe the

from me
/ foo they hurled to gyder as thonder

/ and eyther fmo-

te other paffynge fore / But fj're Dynadan puttc hym thurgh

the fliolder a greuous wounde / and or euer fir Dynadan my- 15

ght torne hym fyr Breufe was gone and fledde
/ Thenne the

lady prayd hym to brynge her to a Caftel there befyde but fo-

ur myle thens / and foo fir Dynadan brought her there / & fhe

was welcome / for the lord of that caftel was her vnkel / and

foo fyre Dynadan rode his way vpon his aduenture / Now tor- 20

ne we this tale vnto fyre Triftram that by aduenture he cam to

a caftel to afke lodgynge / wherin was queue Morgan le fay / &
foo whan fire Triftram was lete into that caftel / he had good
chere alle that nyght / And vpon the morne whan he wold ha-

ue departed /
the Ouene faid / wete ye wel ye fhall not departe 25

lyghtely /
for ye are here as a pryfoner / Ihefu defende faid fyr

Triftram
/

for I was but late a pryfoner / Fayr knyght fayd

the quene ye fhalle abyde with me tyl that I wete what ye ar

and from whens ye come / And euer the Quene wold fet fyr

Triftram on her owne fyde /
and her peramour on the other fy- 30

de / And euer Ouene Morgan wold beholde fyr Triftram / &
ther at the knyght was lalous

/
and was in wille fodenly to

haue ronne vpon fyr Triftram with a fwerd
/
but he lefte it for

fhame
/

theile the quene faid to fir Trifi:ram telle me thy name &
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I flialle fufifre you to departc whan ye will
/ vpon that couena-

unt I telle you my name is fyr Tiiftram de lyones / A fayd

Morgan le fay / and I had wyft that thou flioldcft not haue

departed foo foone as thou flialt / But fythen I haue maade a

5 promyfe / I wille holde hyt / with that thou wilt promyfe me to

here vpon the a fhelde that I fliall delyuer the
/ vnto the caf-

tel of the hard roche where kynge Arthur had cryed a grete

turnement / and there I pray you that ye wille be
/ and to doo

for me as moche dedes cf armes as ye maye doo
/
For att the

10 Cartel of maydens fyr Triftram ye dyd merueillous dedes of

armes as euer I herd knyght doo / Madame faid fyr Triftram

lete me fee the fliclde that I flialle here
/ Thenne the flielde was

brought forth
/
and the feld was guldyffh with a kj-nge and

a quene therin paynted / and a knyght ftandynge aboue them

15 vpon the kynges hede / and the other vpon the quenes /

Madame faid fir Triftram this is a fayre flielde and a my3ty
But what fygnefyeth this kynge and this quene /

and that

knyght ftandynge vp bothe their hedes
/

I flialle telle you faid

Morgan le fay hit fygnefyeth kynge Arthur and quene gue-
20 neuer and a knyght that holdeth them both in bondage and in

feruage / who is that knyght faid fyre Triftram / that fhalle ye
not wete as at this tyme / faid the quene / but as the Frenfflie

book faith Quene Morgan le fay loued fir launcelot beft
/
and euer

flie defyred hym /
and he wold neuer loue her

/
nor doo no thyng

25 at her requeft /
and therfore flie held many Knyghtes to gyder /

for to haue taken hym by flrengthe /
And by caufe flie domed

that fyr Launcelot loued Quene Gueneuer peramour / and

fhe hym ageyne / therfore Quene Morgan le fay ordeyned that

fheld to put fir launcelot to a rebuke to that entent that kyng
30 Arthur myght vnderftande the loue bitwene them

/ Thenne fir

Triftram took that flield and promyfed her to bere hit atte tur-

nement at the caftel of the hard roche / But fir Triftram kncwe
not that that flield was ordeyned ageynft fyr launcelot

/
but

afterward he knewe hit

C (Tapitulum ylij
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SOo
thenne fire Triftram took his leue of the Ouene /

and took the flield with hym /
Thenne came the kny5te

that helde Ouene Morgan le fay /
his name was fyre

Hymefon / and he made hym redy to folowe fyre Triftram / fayr

frende faid Morgan le fay ryde not after that knyght / for ye flialle 5

not Wynne no worfliip of hym / Fy on hym coward faide fire

Hemyfon /
for I wyft neuer good knyghte come cute of Cor-

newaile /
but yf hit were fyr Triftram de Lyones / what & that

be he faid flie / Nay nay faid he
/
he is with la beale Ifoud and

this is but a daffyffli knyght /
Alias my fair frende ye flialle 10

fynde hym the beft knyght that euer ye mette with alle /
For I

knowe hym better than ye doo / for your fake faid fir Hemyfon
I flialle flee hym /

A fayr frende faid the Quene me repenteth

that ye wylle folowe that knyght /
for I fere me fore of youre

ageyne comynge /
with this

/
this knyghte rode his waye woode 15

wrothe /
and he rode after fyr Trifl:ram as faft as he hadde ben

chaced with knyghtes /
Whanne fir Triltram herd a knyghte

come after hym foo faft
/
he retorned aboute / and fawe a kny^t

comynge ageynft hym /
And whanne he came nyghe to flr Trif-

tram /
he cryed on hyghe fyr knyght kepe the from me / Thenne 20

they rafflied to gyders as hit had ben thonder
/
and fir Hemy-

fon bryfed his fpere vpon fyr Triftram /
but his harneis was

foo good that he myght not hurte hym /
And fyre Tryftram

fmote hym harder and bare hym thorou the body /
and fj'lle

ouer his hors croupe /
Thenne fire Triftram torned to haue do- 25

ne more with his fwerd
/
but he fawe foo moche blood go from

hym that hym femed he was lykely to deye /
And fo he depar-

ted from hym /
and came to a fayre manoyre to an old kny^t

and there fyre Triftram lodged

^ Now leue to fpeke of fir Triftram / and fpeke we of the 30

knyght that was wounded to the dethe
/
thenne his varlet aly-

ght and took of his helme /
and thcne he afked his lord whether

there were ony lyf in hym /
there is in me lyf faide the knyghte

but hit is but lytyl /
and therfore Jepe thou vp behynde me /

whan thou haft holpen me vp /
and holde me faft that I falle 35

not /
and brynge me to Ouene Morgan le fay / for depe drau^-

tes of dethe drawen to my herte that I may not lyue / for I

wold fayne fpeke with her or I dyed /
For els my foule wyll
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be in grcte perj-llc and I dj-c / for with grcte payne b.is varlet

brought hym to the Cartel / and there fyr Hemyfon fylle doun

dede
/ whanne Morgan le fay fawc hym dede / fhe made grete fo-

rou cute of reafon / And thenne flie lete defpoylle hym vnto his

5 fhyrte / and foo fhe lete hym putte in to a tombe / And aboute

the tombe (lie lete wryte / Here lyeth fyr Hemyfon flayne by the

handes of fire Triftram de lyones / ^ Now tome we vnto fyre

Triftram that aflced the knyght his hooft yf he fawe late ony

knyghtes aduenturous / Sir he faid the lafl: nyght here lodged
10 with me Eftor de marys and a damoyfel with hym / and that

damoyfel told me that he was one of the beft knyghtes of the

world / that is not foo faid fir Triftram
/

for I knowe four bet-

ter knyghtes of his owne blood / and the fyrft is fyr launce-

lot du lake /
calle hym the beft knyght / and fir Bors de ganys

ij Syr Bleoberys / fyr Blamor de ganys and fyr Gaheris / nay
faid his hooft / fir Gawayne is a better knyght than he

/ that is

not foo faid fyr Triftram / for I haue mette with hem bothe / &
I felte fyr Gaherys for the better knyght and fir Lamorak I

calle hym as good as ony of them / excepte fir launcelot
/ Why

20 name ye not fir Triftram faid his hooft / for I accompte hym
as good as ony of them

/
I knowe not fire Triftram faid trif-

tram
/ thus they talked and bourded as longe as them lyfte /

and thenne wente to refte / And on the morne fir Triftram de-

parted and took his leue of his hoofl / and rode toward the

25 roche deure / and anone aduenture had fire Triftram but that
/ &

foo he refted not tyl he came to the caftel where he fawe fyue C

tentys

C Capitulum yliiij

M \ Henne the kynge of Scottes and the kyng of Irland

^^1^ helde ageynft kynge Arthurs knyghtes / and there be-

30 ganne a grete medle
/ So came in fyr Triftram and dyd mer-

uelllous dedes of armes / for there he fmote doune many kny^-
tes / And euer he was afore kynge Arthur with that fhelde /

And whanne kynge Arthur fawe that flielde
/
he meruyylled

gretely in what entente hit was made
/
but Ouene Gueneuer

35 demed as it was wherfor flie was heuy / Thcne was ther a da-
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moyfel of Oucnc Morgan in a chamber by kyngc Arthur
/

And whan fhe herd kynge Arthur fpekc of that fhelde
/
thene

fhe fpak openly vnto kynge Arthur / fyre kynge wetc ye well

this flield was ordeyned for you to warne you of your flm-

me and diflionour /
and that longcth to you and your Ouenc / s

And thenne anone that damoyfel pyked her awey pryuely /

that no man wyft where flie was become / Thenne was kynge

Arthur fadde and wrothe and afked from whcns came that

damoyfel /
there was not one that knewe her / nor wyfte where

fhe was become /
Thenne Ouene Gueneuer called to her fir Ec- 10

tor de marys /
and there fhe made her complaynte to hym /

and

faid I wote wel this flield was made by Morgan le fay /
in

defpyte of me and fir Launcelot /
wherfore I drede me fore

left: I fliold be deftroyed /
And euer the kynge bihelde fyre

Triftram that dyd foo merueillous dedes of armes that he wo- i-,

drcd fore what knyght he myght be / and wel he wyft hit was

not fyr launcelot /
And hit was told hym that fyr Triftram

was in petyte Bretayne with Ifoud la blaunche maynys /

for he demyd and he had ben in the realme of Logrys / fyr la-

uncelot or fomme of his felawes that were in the queft of fyr ;o

Triftram that they fliold haue fond hym or that tyme / So ky-

ng Arthur had merueylle what knyght he myghtc be / And

cuer fyr Arthurs eye was on that flielde / Alle that afpyed the

Ouenc / and that made her fore aferd /
Thenne cuer fyr Triftram

fmote dounc knyghtes wonderly to beholde what vpon the ry- :$

ght hand and vpon the lyfte hand that vnnethe no kny5t my-

ght withftande hym /
And the kyng of Scottes and the kyng

of Irland beganne to withdrawe hem / Whanne Arthur afpy-

ed that / he thought that that Knj'ght with the ftraunge flield

fhold not cfcape hym /
Thenne he called vnto hym fyre Vwayn 30

la blaunche maynys /
and bad hym arme hym and make hym

redy /
Soo anone kynge Arthur and fir Vwayne dreffid them

bifore fir Triftram and requyred hym to telle hem where he had

that fhelde
/ Syr he faid I had it of Quene Morgan le fay Af-

ter vnto kynge Arthur 35

^ Soo bcre enbetb tbts biftor^i of tbis book / tor it is tbe firfte

book of fire 'lEriftram De Igones / anC> tbe feconb bool? of fir trif»

tram folovvetb

[leaf 206]



sooiir.] [ 412 ] [Cbap. (.

C If^crc iKOvnnctb tbc fecon^ lioof; of five trviftram / IFdow Xyjvc

"Criftrain finotc ^ounc l;yn(i BrtFjuv t*v fir Dwavnc / bv caufc be

wol^ not telle bem wberfor tbat fbel&e was nia&e/But to lav?

tbefotbe fire tCriftram cou&e not telle tbe caufe/for be f;ne\ve it

not

C ^lf3C tcntb bool?

C Capitulum primum

Nd yf fo be ye can defcryue what ye here / ye ar

worthy to berc the armes
/
As for that faid fyr

Triftram I wille anfuere you / this fheld was

yeuen me / not defyred /
of quene Morgan le fay

And as for me I can not defcryue thefe armes

for it is no poynt of my charge /
and yet I trufte to god to he-

re hem with worfliip / Truly fayd kynge Arthur ye oughtc not

to here none armes /
but yf ye wift what ye bare / But I pray

you telle me youre name
/
to what entente faid fyre Triftram

/

10 for I wold wete faid Arthur / Syre ye (halle not wete as at

this tyme / thenne fhalle ye and I doo bataille to gyders fayd

Kyng Arthur / why faid fyre Triftram wylle yc doo bataille

with me but yf I telle you my name / and that lytyl nedeth

you and ye were a man of worfliyp /
for yc haue fene me thys

15 day haue had grcte traueylle / And therfore ye are a vylayno-

us knyght to afl-:e bataille of me confyderynge my grete tra-

ueylle /
how be hit I wyl not fayle you / and haue ye no doub-

te that I feare not you / though yc thynke ye haue me atte a

grete auauntage / yet flialle I ryght wel endure you / And

20 there with all kynge Arthur dreffid his flielde and his fpere

and fyre Triftram ageynft hym / and they came foo egerly to

gyders / And there kynge Arthur brake his fpere all to pye-

ces vpon fyr Triftrams (lielde /
But fir Triftram hitte Arthur

ageyne that hors and man felle to the erthe /
And there was

25 kynge Arthur wounded on the lyfte fyde a grcte wounde and

a peryllous /
Thenne whanne fir Vwayne fawe his lord Ar-

thur lye on the ground fore wounded he was paffynge heuy /

And thenne he dreffid his (helde and his fpere / and cryed a-
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lowde vnto fyr Triftram and faid knyght defende the / So they
came to gyder as thonder /

and fyr Vwayne bryfed his fpere /

alle to pyeces vpon fyre Triftrams (helde / and fyre Triftram

fmote hym harder and forer with fuche a my3t that he bare hym
clene oute of his fadel to the erthe / with that fyr Triftram tor- 5

ned aboute and faid Fair knyghtes / I had no nede to lufte

with you /
for I haue had ynougli to doo this daye / Thenne a-

rofe Arthur / and wente to fyr Vwayn and faid to fire Trif-

tram we haue as we haue deferued / For thurgh our orgulyte

we demaunded bataille of you / and yet we Icnewe not youre 10

name
/
Neuerthelcs by feynt croffe faid fyre Vwayne he is a

ftronge knyght at myn aduyfe as ony is now lyuyng /

Thenne fir Triftram departed / and in euery place he afked &
demaunded after fir Launcelot / but in no place he coude not he-

re of hym whether he were dede or on lyue / wherfor fir triftram 15

made grete dole and forowe / Soo fyr Triftram rode by a foreft

and theiie was he ware of a fayre toure by a mareyfe on that

one fyde /
and on that other fyde a fayr medowe

/
And there

he fawe ten knyghtes fyghtynge to gyder / And euer the nere

he came / he fawe how ther was but one knyght dyd bataille 20

ageynft nyne knyghtes / and that one dyd foo merueylloufly

that fyre Triftram had grete wonder that euer one kny3t my-

ght doo foo grete dedes of armes / and thenne within a lytell

whyle he had flayne half their horfes / and vnhorfed them /

and their horfes ranne in the feldes and forefte / Thenne fyre 25

Triftram had foo grete pyte of that one knyght that endured

foo grete payne / and euer he thought hit fhold be fyr palomy-
des by his fhelde / and foo he rode vnto the knyghtes and cry-

ed vnto them / and bad them feace of their bataille / for they did

them felf grete fliame foo many knyghtes to fyghte with one / 3°

Thenne anfuerd the maifter of tho knyghtes / his name was

called Breufe faunce pyte that was atte that tyme the moofte

mcfchyeuouft knyght lyuynge /
and faid thus / fyr kny5t what

haue ye ado with vs to medle / And therfor and ye be wyfe/

departe on your way as ye cam / for this knyghte fhalle not ef- 35

cape vs
/ that were pyte faid fyr Triftram that foo good a kn-

yght as he is fliold be (layne foo cowardly / And therfore I

warne you I will focoure hym with all my puyffaunce
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C CapituUim fcc^l^um

So fyrc Trillram alyghtc of his hors by caufc they we-

re on foote that they fliold not flee his hors / And the-

ne dreffid his flicid with his fwerd in his hand
/ and he fmo-

te on the ryght hand and on the lyfte hand paffyng fore that

5 wel nygh at euery ftroke he ftrake doun a knyght / And when

they afpyed his ftrokes / they fled all with Breufe fauce pyte
vnto the toure / & fir Triftram folowed faft after with his fuerd

in his hand /
but they efcaped in to the toure

/ and fliytte fire

Triftram withoute the gate / ^ And whanne fire Triflram

10 fawe this / he retorned abak vnto fyr Palomydes / and fond hym
fyttyng vnder a tree fore wounded

/ A faire knyght faide fyre

Triftram wel be ye fonde / Gramercy faid fir palomydes of yo-
ur grete goodenes / for ye haue refcowed me of my lyf and fa-

ued me from my dethe / what is your name faid fir Triftram
/

15 he faid my name is fyr Palomydes / O Ihefu faid fyr Triftra

thou haft a fayre grace of me this daye / that I fhold refcowe

the
/
and thou arte the man in the world that I moofte hate /

but now make the redy /
for I will doo bataille with the / what

is your name fayd palomydes / my name is fir Triftram your
^o mortal enemy / hit may be foo faid fir palomydes / But ye ha-

ue done ouer moche for me this day that I fhold fyghte with

you /
for in as moche as ye haue faued my lyf / hit wille be no

worfhip for you to haue adoo with me / for ye are freffh and I

am wounded fore
/
And therfor and ye wille nedes haue ado

25 with me
/ Affigne me a day and thenne I flial mete with you

withoute fayle / ye faye wel faid fir Triftram / Now I affigne

you to mete me in the medowe by the ryuer of Camelot / where

Merlyon fette the pcron /
foo they were agreed / Thenne fir Trif-

tram afked fyr Palomydes why the ten knyghtes dyd bataill

30 with hym / for this caufe faid fir palomydes / as I rode vp myn
aduentures in a foreft here befyde /

I afpyed where laye a dede

Knyght / and a lady wepynge befyde hym / And whanne I

fawe her makynge fuche dole
/

I aficed her who flewe her lorde

^[ Syre ftie faid the falfeft knyght of the world now lyuyng
35 and he is the mooft vylayne that euer man herd fpeke of /
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and his name is fir Breufe faunce pyte / thenne for pyte I ma-

de the damoyfel to lepe on her palfrey / and I promyfed her to

be her waraunt
/
and to helpe her to entyere her lord

/ And foo

fodenly as I came rydynge by this toure / there came oute fyr

Breufe faunce pyte /
and fodenly he ftrake me from my hors

/ 5

And thenne or I myghte recouer my hors
/ this fir Breufe fle-

\ve the damoyfel /
and foo I took my hors ageyne / and I was

fore afhamed / and fo beganne the medle betwixe vs / and this

is is the caufe wherfore we dyd this bataille / Well faid fir trif-

tram now I vnderftande the maner of your bataiylle / but in 10

ony wyfe haue remembrauncc of your promyfe that ye haue ma-

de with me to doo bataille with me this day fourtenyght /
I flial

not fayle you faid fir Palomydes /
wcl faid fir Triflram as at

this tyme I wille not fayle you tyl that ye be oute of the dan-

ger of your enemyes / So they mounted vpon theyr horfes / & 15

rode to gyders vnto that forelte /
and there they fond a fayrc

welle / with clere water burbelynge / fayr fir faid fir Trillram

to drynke of that water haue I courage / and thenne they a-

lyght of their horfes /
And thenne were they ware by them whe-

re flood a grete hors teyed to a tree / and euer he neyhed 20

And thenne were they ware of a fayr knyght armed vnder a

tree lackyng no pyece of harneis faue his helme lay vnder his

heede
/ By the good lord faid fir Triftram yonder lyeth a wel

farynge knyght /
what is beft to doo

/ Awake hym faid fir pa-

lomydes / fo fir Triftram awaked hym with the but of his fpe- -5

re
/ And foo the knyght arofe vp haftely and putte his helme

vpon his hede / and gat a grete fpere in his hand
/ and without

ony moo wordes he hurled vnto fir Triftram / and fmote hym
clene from his fadel to the erthe / and hurte hym on the lyfte

fyde that fir Triftram lay in grete perylle / Thenne he wallopped 30

ferther
/ and fette his cours /

and came hurlynge vpon fir palo-

mydes / and there he ftrake hym a parte thorou the body that he

fylle from his hors to the erthe / ^ And thenne this ftraunge

knyght lefte them there
/
and took his way thurgh the forefte /

With this fir Palomydes and fire Triftram were on foote and js

gat their horfes ageyn / and eyther afked counceylle of other /

what was beft to done
/ By my hede faid fir Triftram I wyll

folowe this ftrong knyght that thus hath fliamed vs / ^ Well
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faid fir Palomydes / & I wylle repofe me here by with a frend

of myn /
Beware faid fire Triftram vnto Palomydes that ye

fayle not that day ye hauc fet with me to do bataill
/

for as

I deme ye willc not hold your day /
for I am mochc bygger

S than ye / As for that faid fir Palomydes /
be hit as hit be maye

for I fcare you not /
For and I be not feke nor pryfoner I wil

not fayle you /
But I hauc caufe to hauc mochc more doubte of you

that ye wille not mete with me
/

for yc ryde after yonder ftrong

knyght /
And yf ye mete with hym /

hit is an hard aduenture

10 and euer ye efcape his handes
/ Ryght foo fir Triftram and fir

Palomydes departed /
and eyther took their wayes dyuerfe

C Capitulum iij

HNd
fo fyre Triftram rode longe after this ftronge kn-

yght / And at the lafte he fawe where lay a lady ouer-

thwarte a dede knyght /
Faire lady faid fir Triftram who hath

15 flayne your lord / Syr flie faid here came a knyght rydyng as

my lord and I refted vs here
/
and aflvcd hym of whens he

was /
and my lord faid of Arthurs courte / therfore faid the

ftronge knyght I wille lufte with the /
for I hate alle thefe

that ben of Arthurs Courte / And my lord that lyeth here dede

20 amounted vpon his hors / and the ftronge knyght and my
lord encountred to gyder / and there he fmote my lord thorugh

oute with his fpere /
and thus he hath broughte me in grete

woo and dammage /
That me repenteth faid fire Triftram of

your grete anger /
and hit pleafe you /

telle me your hufbandes

25 name / fyr faid fhe his name was Galardoun that wold ha-

ue preued a good knyghte / Soo departed fir Triftram from

that dolorous lady and hadde moche euylle lodgyng /
Thenne

on the thyrdde day fyr Triftram mette with fyr Gawayne and

with fir Bleoberys in a foreft at a lodge and eyther were fo-

30 re wounded / Thenne fyre Triftram afked fyr Gawayne and

fyr Bleoberys yf they met with fuche a Knyghte with fuche a

cognoyffaunce with a keuerd fhelde / Faire fyr faid thefe kn-

yghtes fuche a knyght met with vs to oure grete dommage / &

fyrft he fmote doune my felawe fyre Bleoberys S: fore wouded
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hym / by caufe he badde me I fhold not haue ado with hym
For why he was ouer ftronge for me / That ftrong knyght to-

ko his wordes at fcorne and faid he faid it for mockery / And

thcnne they rode to gyders / and foo he hurte my felawe
/
And

whan he had done fo
/

I myght not for fliame /
but I muft lufte 5

with hym / And at the fyrft courfe he fmote me doune / and my
hors to the erthe / And there he had al mooft flayne me /

and

from vs he took his hors
/
and departed / and in an euyll tyme

we mette with hym /
Faire knyghtes faid fir Triftram foo he

mette with me /
and with another knyght that hyght Palomy- 10

des
/
and he fmote vs bothe doune with one fpere /

and hurt vs

ryght fore / By my feythe faid fir Gawayne by my counceil ye

fhalle lete hym paffe / and feke hym no ferther / for at the nexte

feeft of the round table vpon payne of my hede ye flialle fynde

hym there
/ By my feythe faid fir Triftram I fiiall neuer refte 15

tyl that I fynde hym / And thenne fir Gawayne afived hym
his name / thenne he faid my name is fir Triftram / and fo ey-

ther told other their names
/
and thenne departed fyr Triftram /

and rode his way /
And by fortune in a medowe fire Triftram

mette with fir Kay the fenefchal and fir Dynadan / What ty- ;o

dynges with you faid fir Triftram with you Knyghtes / Not

good faid thefe knyghtes / why foo faid fir Triftram I praye

you telle me / for I ryde to feke a knyght / what cognoyffaunce

bereth he faid fir Kay /
He bereth faid fir Triftram a couerd

fheld clofe with clothe / By my hede faid fir Kay that is the 25

fame Knyght that mette with vs / for this nyght we were lod-

ged within a wydowes hous / and there was that knyght lod-

ged /
And whanne he wyft we were of Arthurs court / he fpak

grete vylonye by the kynge /
and fpecially by the Quene Gue-

ncuer
/ ^ And thenne on the morne was waged bataille 30

with hym for that caufe / And at the fyrft recoutre faid fir kay
he fmote me doune from my hors

/
and hurte me paffynge fore /

And whanne my felawe fyr Dynadan fawe me fmyten doune

and hurte / he wold not reuenge me
/
but fledde from me

/
And

thus is he departed / And thenne fir Triftram afl-ced them theyr 35

names
/ and foo eyther told other their names / And foo fyre

Triftram departed from fyr kay /
and from fir Dynodan / and

fo he paft thurgh a grete foreft in to a playne tyl he was ware
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of a pryory /
and there he rcpofcd hym with a good man fyxc

dayes

C Capitulum quavtum

-^-B Nd thenne he fente his man that hyght Gouernaile / &
/^B^%'commaunded hym to goo to a Cyte there by to fetche

5 hym ncwe harneis
/

for hit was long tyme afore that / that fyre

Triftram had ben refrefflied /
his harneis was bryfed & broken

And whanne Gouernaile his feruaunt was come with his ap-

parail / he toke his leue at the wydowe / and mounted vpon his

hors
/ and rode his way eriy on the morne

/
And by fodeyn ad-

10 uenture fyr Triftram mette with fir Sagramore le defyrus / &
with fyre Dodynas le faueage / And thefe two knyghtes mette

with fyre Triftram and queftyoned with hym /
and afl-ced hym

yf he wold lufte with hem / Faire knyghtes faid fir Triftram

with a good wylle I wold lufte with you / But I haue

15 promyfed at a day fette nere hand to do bataille with a flrong

knyght / And therfore I am lothe to haue adoo with you / for

and hit myffortuned me here to be hurte I fliold not be able

to doo my bataille / whiche I promyfed / As for that faid Sa-

gramor maulgre your hede ye fhalle lufte with vs
/
or ye paffe

20 from vs /
well faid fyr Triftram / yf ye enforce me therto I muft

doo what I may /
And thenne they dreffid their flieldes

/ and

came rennynge to gyder with grete yre / But thurgh fyr Trift-

rams grete force he ftrake fyr Sagramor from his hors / Then-

ne he hurled his hors ferther
/
and faid to fir Dodynas / knyjte

25 make the redy /
and foo thorou fyne force fyre Triftram ftrake

Dodynas from his hors
/
And whanne he fawe hem lye on the

erthe
/
he took his brydel /

and rode forth on his way and his

man Gouernaile with hym / Anone as fir Triftram was pafte

fyr Sagramore and fir Dodynas gate ageyne their horfes / &
30 mounted vp lyghtely and folowed after fir Triftram / And

whan fyre Triftram fawe them come foo faft after hym /
he retor-

ned with his hors to them / and afivcd them what they wold

Hit is not longe ago fythen I fmote you to the erthe at your
owne requeft / and defyre / I wold haue ryden by you / but ye

35 wold not fufTre me
/
and now me femeth ye wold doo more ba-

taille with me / That is trouthe faid fire Sagramore and fyre
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Dodynas / for we wille be reuengyd of the defpytc ye haue do-

ne to vs / Faire knyghtes faid fir Triftram that fhall lytyl ne-

de you / for all that I dyd to you / ye caufed hit / vvherfore I re-

quyrc you of your knygthode leue me as at this tyme / for I

am fure and I doo bataille with you I flialle not efcape with 5

cute grete hurtes / and as I fuppofe ye flialle not efcape alle

lotles
/
And this is the caufe why I am foo loth to haue ado

with you / For I muft fyghte within thefe thre dayes with a

good knyght and as valyaunt as ony is now lyuynge /
and

yf I be hurte I (halle not be able to doo bataille with hym /
'°

What Knyght is that faid fir Sagramor that ye flialle fyghte

with alle
/ Syrs faid he it is a good knyght called fir Palo-

mydes / By my liede faid fir Sagramor and fire Dodynas ye

haue caufe to drede hym /
for ye fliall fynde hym a paffyng go-

od knyght /
and a valyaunt / And by caufe ye flialle haue ado 15

with hym /
we wille forbere you as at this tyme / and els ye

fhold not efcape vs lyghtely /
But fayr knyght faid fir Sa-

gramour telle vs your name / Syr faid he my name is fir Trif-

tram de lyones /
A faid Sagramor and fir Dodynas well be ye

fonde
/

for moche worfliip haue we herd of you /
And thenne ey- 20

ther took leue of other / and departed on their way /

C Capitulum v

\ Henne departed fire Triftram and rode flreyghte vnto

^^J^ Camelot to the Peron that Merlyn had made to fore

where fire Lancyor that was the Kynges fone of Irland was

flayne by the handes of Balyn / and in that fame place was 25

a fayr lady Columbe fiayn that was loue vnto fir Lanceor

for after he was dede fhe took his fuerd and threft hit thorou her

body / And by the crafte of Merlyn he made to entiere this kn-

yght Lanceor and his lady Columbe vnder one ftone /
And at

that tyme Merlyon profecyed / that in that fame place fliold 3°

fyghte two the beft knyghtes that euer were in Arthurs da-

yes /
and the beft louers

/ ^ Soo whanne fyre Triftram

came to the tombe where lancyor and his lady were buryed / he
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lokcd aboutc hym after fir Palomycles / Thcnnc was he ware of

a femely knyglit came rydyng ageynfl hym all in whyte / with

a couerd ilicldc / Whannc he came nyghc fir Triflram he faid

on hyghe ye be welcome fyr Knyght / and wel and truly ha-

5 uc )'c hold your promyfe /
And thenne they dreffid their fliel-

des and fperes /
and came to gyders with alle theire myghtes

of their horfes
/
and they met fo fyerfly that bothe their horfes

and Knyghtes fylle to the erthe / And as faft as they my5te

auoyded theyre horfes / and putte their flieldes afore them / and

10 they ftrake to gyders with bryght fwerdes as men that were of

myght / and eyther wouded other wonderly fore that the blood

ranne out vpon the graffe /
And thus they fought the fpace of

four houres / that neuer one wold fpeke to other one word
/
&

of their harneis they had hevven of m.any pecys / O lord Ihefu

15 faid Gouernaile I merueyle gretely of the ftrokes my maif-

ter hath yeuen to your mayfter / By my hcde faid fir Laucelots

feruaunt your maifter hath not yeuen fo many but your maif-

ter hath receyued as many or more / O Ihefu faide Gouernaile

it is to moche for fir palomydes to fuffre or fir Launcelot / And
20 yet pyte it were that eyther of thefe good knyghtes fliold def-

troye others blood / Soo they ftode and wepte bothe / and made

grate dole
/
whan they fawc the bryghte fwerdes ouer couerd

with blood of their bodyes /
Thenne at the laft fpake fyr laun-

celot and faid knyght thou fyghteft wonderly wel / as euer I

=5 fawe knyght / therfor and hit pleafe you telle me your name /

Syr faide fyre Triftram that is me lothe to telle ony man my
name

/ Truly faid fir launcelot and I were requyred I was

neuer loth to telle my name /Hit is wel faid faid fir Triftram

thenne I requyre you to telle me your name / fayr knyghte he

30 faid my name is fir launcelot du lake / Alias faid fire Trift-

ram what haue I done / for ye are the man in the world that I

loue beft
/ Faire knyght faid fir Launcelot telle me your name

Truly faid he my name is fir Triftram de lyones / O Ihefu fa-

id fir launcelot what aduenture is befalle me /
And there with

35 fyr launcelot kneled doune and yelded hym vp his fuerd

And there with alle fir Triftram kneled adoune / and yelded

hym vp his fuerd
/
And foo eyther gaf other the degree / And

thenne they bothe forth with all went to the ftone / and fet them
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doune vpon hit
/
and toke of their helmes to kele them / and

eyther kyfb other an honderd tymes / And thenne anone after

they took of their helmes and rode to Camelot / and there they

mette with fir Gawaync and with fir Gaherys that had made

promyfe to Arthur neucr to come ageync to the court tyl they 5

had brought fyr Triftram with them

C Capitulum feytum

^ Ltorne ageyne faid fir launcelot for your queft is do-

ll ^ ne
/

for I haue mette with fir Triftram
/ loo here is his

owne perfone / Thenne was fyr Gawaync gladdc / and faid to

fire Triftram ye are welcome /
for now haue ye eafyd me grete- 10

ly of my labour / For what caufe faid fir Gawaync came ye

in to this courte /
Fair fir faid fir Triftram I came in to thys

countrey / by caufe of fyr Palomydes / for he and I had affyg-

ned at this day to haue done bataille to gyders at the Peroun

And I merueyle I here not of hym / And thus by aduentur 15

my lord fyre Laucelot and I mette to gyders / With this came

Kyngc Arthur / And whan he wyfl that there was fir Trif-

tram / thenne he ranne vnto hym and toke hym by the hand /

And faide fire Triftram ye are as welcome as ony Knyghte /

that euer came to this Courte / And whanne the Kynge had 20

herd how fire Launcelot and he had foughten / and eyther had

wounded other wonderly fore / thenne the Kynge maade grete

dole
/ Thenne fir Triftram told the Kynge how he came thydder

for to haue had adoo with fire Palomydes / And thenne he told

the kynge how he had refcowed hym from the nyne knyghtes 25

and Breufe faunce pyte / And how he fond a Knyght lyeng

by a well
/
and that Knyght fmote doune fir Palomydes and

me
/ but his flield was couerd with a clothe / Soo fir Palomy-

des lefte me
/ and I folowed after that Knyghte /

and in ma-

ny places I fonde where he had flayne Knyghtes /
and foriuf- 30

ted many / By my hedc faid fir Gawayne that fame Knyghte
fmote me doun and fire Bleoberys and hurte vs fore both

/ he

with the couerd fhelde
/
A fayd fir Kay that Knyght fmote

me adoune & hurte me paffynge fore
/
& fayne wolde I haue

knowen hym but I my3t not
/ Ihefu mercy faid Arthur what 35
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knyghtc was that with the coiicrd fliclde
/

I knowc not faidc

fir Triftram
/ and fo faid they all /

now faid kyng Arthur thcn-

ne wote I for it is fir laucelot /
thcne they al lokcd vpon fir lau-

cclot & faid yc haue begyled vs with your couerd fhelde / Hit is

5 not the fyrft t>Tnc faid Arthur he hath done foo / My lord fayd

fir Launcclot truly wetc ye wel I was the fame knyght that

bare tlic couerd flielde
/
And by caufe I wold not be knowen

that I was of your Courte I faid no worfliip of your hows

That is trouthe faid fir Gawayne /
fir kay / and fir Bleobcrys

10 Thenne kynge Arthur took fir Triftram by the hand / & wcnte

to the table round / Thenne came Quene Gueneucr and many

ladyes with her
/ and alle tho ladyes fayden at one voyce /

wel-

come fir Triftram / welcome faid the damoyfels /
welcome fayd

knyghtes / welcome faid Arthur for one of the beft knyghtes /

'5 and the gentylft of the world
/
and the man of moofte wor-

fliip /
for of alle maner of huntynge thou bereft the pryce /

and

of alle mefures of blowynge thou arte the begynnynge /
and

of alle the termes of huntyng and haukyng ye are the begyn-
ner /

of all Inftrumentes of mufyke ye ar the beft
/
therfor gen-

20 tyl knyght faid Arthur ye are welcome to this courte
/
And

alfo I pray you faid Arthur graunte me a bone /
it ftiall be at

your commaundement faid Triftram / wel faid Arthur I will

defyre of you that ye wille abyde in my courte / Syr faide fyre

Triftram therto is me lothe / for I haue adoo in many countre-

25 yes /
Not foo faid Arthur / ye haue promyfed hit me / ye maye

not fay nay / Syr faid fir Triftram I wille as ye wille
/ Then-

ne wente Arthur vnto the fcges about the round table
/ and lo-

ked in euery fyege /
the whiche were voyde that lacked knygh-

tes
/
And thenne the kynge fawe in the fiege of Marhaus let-

30 ters that faiden
/

this is the fyege of the noble knyght fir Trif-

tram
/ And thenne Arthur made fir Triftram knyght of the ta-

ble round with grete nobley and grete feeft as myghte be tho-

ught /
for fir marhaus was flayne by the handes of fire

Triftram in an yland / and that was wel knowen at that ty-

35 me in the courte of Arthur / for this marhaus was a worthy

knyght / And for euylle dedes that he dyd vnto the countrey of

Cornewaile / fire Triftram and he foughte / And they foughte
foo longe tracynge and trauercynge tylle they fylle bledynge
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to the erthe /
for they were fo fore wounded that they myght not

ftande for bledynge / and fir Triftram by fortune recoucrd and

fyre Marhaus dyed thurgh the ftroke on the hede / Soo leue we

of fir Triftram and fpeke we of Kyng Marke /

C dapitulum vij

# I Henne Kynge Marke had grete defpyte of the renou- 5

^^1^ me of fir Triftram / and Thanne he chaced hym oute

of Cornewaile / yet was he neuewe vnto Kynge Marke / but he

had grete fufpecyon vnto fire Triftram by caufe of his Queue
la Beale Ifoud

/
for hym femed that there was to moche lo-

ue bitwene them bothe /
Soo whan fir Triftram departed oute 10

of Cornewaile in to Englond / kynge marke herd of the grete

proweffe that fir Triftram dyd there / the whiche greued hym fo-

re / Soo he fente on his party men to afpye what dedes he dyd /

And the Queue fente pryuely on her party fpyes to knowe

what dedes he had done / for grete loue was bitwene them tweyn 15

Soo whan the meffagers were come home / they told the trouth

as they had herd that he paffed alle other knyghtes / but yf it

were fir launcelot /
Thenne kynge Marke was ryght heuy of

thefe tydynges / and as glad was la Beale Ifoud / Thenne

in grete defpyte he took with hym two good Kny^tes /
and two 20

fquyers /
and defguyfed hym felf

/
and took his way in to En-

glond to the entente for to flee fir Triftram / and one of thefe
ij

Knyghtes hyght Berfules
/
and the other Kny3t was called

Amant
/ Soo as they rode Kynge marke afked a knyght that

he met where he fliold fynde Kynge Arthur / he faid at Came- 25

lot
/ Alfo he aft:ed that Knyghte after fire Triftram whether he

herd of hym in the courte of Kynge Arthur / wete you wel fa-

id that Kny5t ye fhall fynde fir Triftram ther for a man of as

grete worftiip as is now lyuyng for thur5 his proweffe he wii

the turnement of the caftel of maydens / that ftandeth by the 30

hard roche / And fythen he hath wonne with his owne handes

thyrtty Knyghtes that were men of grete honour /

^ And the lafte batail that euer he dyde j
he foughte with fyre
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Launcclot
/
and that was a mcrucilous bataille /

And not by-

force fyr launcelot brought fir Triflram to the Courte /
and of

hym kyngc Arthur made paffynge grete ioye / and foo maade

hym knyght of the table round /
and his feate was where the

S good Knyghtes fir Marhaus feate was / Thenne was Kyng
Marke paffynge fory whanne he herd of the honour of fir Trif-

tram / and foo they departed / Thenne faid Kyng Marke vnto

his two Knyghtes / Now wille I telle you my counceylle ye
are the men that I truft mooft to on lyue /

and I wille that

lo ye wete my comynge hyder is to this entente /
for to deflroye fir

Triftram by wyles or by treafon / and hit fhalle be hard yf e-

uer he efcape our handes / Alias faid fir Berfules what mene

you /
for ye be fette in fuche a waye / ye are difpofed fhamefully

For fir Triftram is the Kny3t of mooft worfhip that we kno-

15 we lyuynge / And therfor I warne you playnly I wyll ne-

uer confente to doo hym to the dethe /
and therfor I wyll yelde

my feruyfe / and forfake you whan kynge Mark herd hym fay

fo / Sodenly he drewe his fwerd and faid A traitour
/
& fmote

fyr Berfules on the hede that the fuerd wente to his teeth /

20 Whanne Amant the knyghte fawe hym doo that vylaynous
dede / and his fquyers / they faid hit was foul done / and me-

fchyeuoufly / wherforc we wille doo the no more feruyfe / and

wete ye wel
/ we wil appeche the of treafon afore Arthur /

Thenne was Kynge Marke wonderly wrothe / and wold ha-

-S ue flayne Amant / but he and the two fquyers held them to gy-

ders / and fette nought by his malyce / whanne Kynge marke

fawe he myght not be reuenged on them / he faid thus vnto the

Knyght Amant / wete thou wel /
and thou apoeche me of trea-

fon / I fhalle therof defende me afore Kynge Arthur / but I re-

30 quyre the that thou telle not my name that I am Kyng mark

what fomeuer come of me
/
As for that faid fir Amant I wil

not difcouer your name / and foo they departed / and Amant
and his felawes took the body of Berfules and buryed hit

I
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C Capitulum ©ctauum

/^Ka0 Henne kynge Mark rode tyl he came to a fontayne /

/ I and there he refted hym /
and ftode in a doubte whether

^^1^ he wold ryde to Arthurs courte or none / or retorne a-

geyne to his countrey /
And as he thus refted hym by that fon-

tayne / ther came by hym a knyght wel armed on horfbak / and 5

he alyghte and teyed his hors vntyl a tree /
and fette hym do-

une by the brynke of the fontayne /
and there he made grete la-

gour and dole / and made the dolefulleft complaynte of loue /

that euer man herd
/
and al this whyle was he not ware of ky-

nge Marke / And this was a grete parte of his complaynte / 10

he cryed and wepte fayenge O fayre Quene of Orkeney ky-

nge Lots wyf and moder of fir Gawayne and to fire Gaheris

and moder to many other
/

for thy loue I am in grete paynes /

Thenne Kynge Marke arofe and wente nere hym /
and fayd /

Fayr knyght ye haue made pyteous complaynte / Truly fa- 15

id the knyght / hit is an honderd parte more reufullyr than my
herte can vtter / I requyre you faid Kyng Marke telle me yo-

ur name / Sir faid he as for my name I wil not hyde it from

no knyght that bereth a fhelde / and my name is fire Lamorak

de galys / But whan fire Lamorak herd Kynge Mark fpeke 20

thenne wift he wel by his fpcche that he was a Cornyfflie kny-

ght / Syr faid fir Lamorak
/

I vnderftande by your tonge ye
be of Cornewaile wherin there duelleth the fliamefulleft kynge
that is now lyuynge /

for he is a grete enemy to alle good kn-

yghtes / and that preueth wel / for he hath chaced oute of that 25

Countrey fyr Triftram that is the worfliipfullcft knyght that

now is lyuynge / and alle knyghtes fpeken of hym worfliip /

And for laloufnes of his quene he hath chaced hym oute of

his countrey / Hit is pyte faid fir Lamorak that euer ony fu-

che fals knyght coward as kynge Marke is fliold be matched 30

with fuche a fayre lady and good as la Bealc Ifoud is /

for alle the world of hym fpeketh fhame
/
and of her worfhyp

that ony Quene maye haue ^ I haue

not adoo in this matere faid kynge marke / neyther noughte
wille I fpeke therof wel faid faid fyre Lamorak fyre can ye 35
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telle me ony tydynges /
I can telle you faid fyr Lamorak

/

that there flialle be a grctc turncmcnt in haft befyde Camclot at

the caftel of lagent / and the kynge with the C kny3tes & the

kyng of Irland as I fuppofe make that turnement

S ^ Thenne there came a knyght that was callid fire Dyna-
dan

/ and falewed them bothe /
And whan he wyft that kynge

Marke was a knyght of Cornewaile /
he repreued hym for the

loue of kynge Marke a thoufand fold more
/
than dyd fir la-

morak / thenne he profered to lufte with kynge Mark / and he

10 was ful lothe therto / But fir Dynadan edgyd hym foo
/
that

he lufted with fir lamorak / & fir lamorak fmote kyng marke

fo fore that he bare hym on his fpere cnde ouer his hors tayle /

And thenne kynge Marke arofe ageync / and folowed after

fir lamorak
/
but fir Dynadan wold not lufte with fire Lamo-

15 rak
/ But he told kynge Marke that fire Lamorak was fyre

kay the fenefchall / that is not foo faid kynge Mark
/

for he is

moche byggar than fir kay / and foo he folowed and ouerto-

ke hym / and baddc hym abyde / what wille ye doo faid fir La-

morak / Syr he faid /
I will fyghte with a fwerd

/
for ye haue

20 fhamed me with a fpere / and there with they dafflied to gyders

with fvverdes
/
and fir Lamorak fuffred hym /

and forbare hym
And kynge Marke was paffyng hafty / and fmote thycke flro-

kes
/ Syr Lamorak fawe he wold not ftynte and waxyd fom-

what wrothe
/
and doubled his ftrokes

/
for he was one of the

25 nobleft knyghtes of the world
/
and he bete hym foo on the hel-

me that his hede henge ny5 vn the fadel bowe Whan fir lamorak

fawe hym fare foo
/
he faid / fyr knyght what chere me fcmeth ye

haue nyghe your fylle of fyghtynge /
hit were pyte to doo yow

ony more harme / for ye are but a mcane knyght / therfore I gy-

30 ue you leue to goo where ye lyft / Gramercy faid kyng Mark

For ye & I be not matches
/
Thenne fir dynadan mocked kyng

Marke and faid ye are not able to matche a good knyght / as

for that faid Kyng Mark at the firft tyme that I lufled with

this Kny3t ye refufed hym / Thynke ye that it is a fliame to

35 me faid fyr Dynadan / Nay fyr it is cuer worfliip to a Kny3t
to refufe that thyng that he may not atteyne / therfor your wor-

fliip had ben moche more to haue refufed hym as I dyd / for

I warne you playnly he is able to bete fuche fyue as ye / and
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I be
/

for ye Knyghtes of Cornewaile are no men of worfliip /

as other Knyghtes are
/
And by caufe ye are no men of wor-

fliip / ye hate alle men of worfliip /
for neuer was bredde in yo-

ur countrey fuche a Knyght as is fir Triftram /

C Capitulum ly

^\ Henne they rode forth alle to gyders Kynge Mark /
fir s

^^^ Lamorak & fir Dynadan tyl that they came to a bryd-

ge /
And at the ende therof ftode a fayre Toure

/
Thenne fawe

they a Knyght on horfbak wel armed braundyffliyng a fpere

cryenge and proferynge hym felf to lufte
/
Now faid fir Dy-

nadan vnto Kyng Mark / yonder ar two bretheren that one hy- 10

ght Aleyn /
and the other hyghte Tryan that will lufte with

ony that paffeth this paffage /
Now profer your felf faid Dyna-

dan to Kynge Mark /
for euer ye be leide to the erthe /

Thenne

Kynge Marke was afliamed /
and there with he feutryd hys

fpere /
and hurtlid to fir Tryan /

and eyther brake their fperes / 15

all to pyeces /
and paffid thurgh anone /

Thenne fyr Trian fent

Kynge Mark another fpere to lufte more /
But in no wyfe he

wold not lufte no more /
Thenne they came to the cafliel al thre

Knyghtes /
and praid the lord of the caflel of herburgh / ye are

ryght welcome faid the Knyghtes of the caftel
/

for the loue of 20

the lord of this caftel /
the whiche hyght fir Tor le fyfe aries

/
&

thenne they came in to a fayr courte wel repayred /
and they

had paffynge good chere tyl the lieutenaunt of this caftel that

hyght Berlufe / afpyed Kyng Marke of Cornewaile / Then-

ne faid Berlufe / fyr Knyght I knowe you better than ye we- 25

ne / for ye arc Kynge Marke that flewe my fader afore myne
owne eyen / and me hadde ye flayne hadde I not efcaped in

to a wood /
but wete ye wel for the loue of my lord of this caf-

tel I will neyther hurte you ne harme you nor none of your

felaufliip /
But wete ye wel whan ye are pafl this lodgynge / 30

I flialle hurte you and I may /
for ye flewe my fader traito-

urly /
But fyrft for the loue of my lord fir Tor

/
and for the lo-

ue of fir Lamorak the honourable Knyght that here is lodged

ye fhal haue none ylle lodgynge /
For hit is pyte that euer ye

fliold be in the company of good Knyghtes /
for ye ar the mooft 35
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vylaynous kiiyglit or l<yngc that is now knowen on lyue /

for ye are a dcftroyer of good knyghtes and alio that ye doo

is but treafon /

Z:
C Capitulum y

Henne was Kynge Marke fore afliamed / and fayd

S ^^i^ but lytyl ageyne / But whanne fir Lamorak and fir

Dynadan wyfl: that he was kynge Marke
/ they were fory of

his felaufliip / Soo after fouper they wente to lodgynge / Soo

on the morne they arofe erly / and kynge Marke and fir Dyna-
dan rode to gydcrs /

and thre myle fro their lodgynge there met

10 with hem thre knyghtes /
and fir Berlufe was one

/ and that

other his two cofyns / Syr Berlufe fawe kynge Marke / and

thenne he cryed on hyghc traytour kepe the from me / for wete

thou wel that I am Berlufe / Syr knyght faid fir Dynadan /

I counceylle you to leue of at this tyme / for he is rydynge to

IS Kynge Arthur / And by caufe I haue promyfed to conduyte

hym to my lord kynge Arthur
/

nedes muft I take a part with

hym /
how be hit I loue not his condycyon / and fayne I wold

be from hym /
Wel dynadan faid fir Berlufe me repenteth that

ye wille take party with hym /
but now doo your beft / And the-

20 ne he hurtled to Kynge Marke and fmote hym fore vpon the

flielde
/

that he bare hym clene out of his fadel to the erthe
/

That fawe fir Dynadan /
and he feutryd his fpere / and ranne

to one of Berlufes felawes / and fmote hym doune of his fa-

del /
Thenne Dynadan torned his hors

/
and fmote the thyrdde

25 knyght in the fame wyfe to the erthe / for fire Dynadan was a

good knyght on horfbak / and there byganne a grete batail for

Berlufe and his felawes helde them to gyders flrongly on fote

And foo thurgh the grete force of fir Dynadan / kyng Marke

had Berlufe to the erthe / and his two felawes fledde / and

30 had not ben fyre Dynadan kynge Marke wold haue flayne

hym / And foo fyre Dynadan refcowed hym of his lyf / for ky-

nge Marke was but a murtherer /
And thenne they took their

horfes
/
and departed / and lefte fir Berlufe there fore wouded

Thenne kynge Mark and fir Dynadan rode forth a four leges

35 englyfflie tyl that they came to a brydge where houed a kny-

ght on horfbak armed and redy to lufte / ^ Loo fayd
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fyr Dynadan vnto Kynge Marke / yonder houeth a Knyghte
that wille lufle / for there flialle none paffe this brydge / but he

muft lufte with that Knyght / Hit is wel faid kynge marke

for this luftes faheth with the / Syr Danadan knewe the kn-

yght wel / that he was a noble Knyght / and fayne he wold ha- 5

lie lufled / but he had had leuer Kyng Mark had lufted with

hym / but by no meane kynge Marke wold not lufle / Thennc

fyr Dynadan myght not refufe hym in no maner / And then-

ne eyther dreflid their fperes and their flieldes / and fmote to

gyders foo that thorou fyne force fyr Dynadan was fmyten 10

to the erthe / and lyghtely he arofe vp /
and gat his hors

/ and

requyred that Knyght to doo bataille with fuerdes / And he an-

fuerd and faid Fair Knyght as at this tyme I may not ha-

ue adoo with you nomore / for the cuftomme of this paffage is

fuche / Thennc was fir Dynadan paffynge wrothe / that he my5t 15

not be reuenged of that Knyghte /
and foo he departed / and in

no wyfe wold that Knyght telle his name / But euer fir Dy-
nadan thought he fhold knowe hym by his flielde that it fliold

be fir Tor

C (Tapitulum yj

SOo
as they rode by the way / Kynge Mark thenne be- 20

ganne to mocke fir Dynadan and faid I wend yow
Knyghtes of the table round my^t not in no wyfe fynde their

matches / ye fay well faid fir Dynadan / as for you on my lyfe

I calle you none of the beft knyghtes / But fythe ye haue fuch

a defpyte at me / I requyre you to lufte with me / to preue my 25

ftrengthe / Not foo faid Kynge Mark / for I wille not haue ado

with you in no maner / But I requyre you of one thyng that

whanne ye come to Arthurs courte difcouer not my name / for

I am there foo hated / It is fliame to you faid fir Dynadan /

that ye gouerne you foo fliamefully / for I fee by you ye ar ful jo

of cowardyfe and ye are a murtherer / and that is the gretteft

fhame that a Knyght may haue / for neuer a Knyght beynge
a murtherer hath worfhip / nor neuer flialle haue

/
for I fawe

but late thur5 my force ye wold haue flayn fir Berlufe a bet-

ter Knyghte than ye / or euer ye llial be / & more of proweffe 35
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^ Thus they rode forth talkyngc tyl they came to a fayre pla-

ce where ftood a knyght and prayd them to take their lodgy-

iige with hym / Soo at the rcqueft of that knyght / they repofed

them there and made them wel at eafe / and had grete chere /

5 For al arraunt knyghtes were welcome to hym / and fpecially

alle tho of Arthurs courte / Thenne fire Dynadan demaunded

his hoofl what was the Knyghtes name that kepte the brydge

For what caufe alke you it faid his hooft / for hit is not long

ago faid fyr Dynadan fythen he gaf me a falle / A fayr kny-

10 ght faid his hooft / therof haue ye no meruaylle for he is a paf-

fynge good knyght / and his name is fir Tor the fone of ari-

es le vayfliere / A faid fir Dynadan was that fir Tor / for tru-

ly foo euer me thought / Ryght as they ftode thus talkyng to

gyders / they fawe come rydynge to them ouer a playne vj kn-

15 yghtes of the courte of kynge Arthur wel armed at al po-

yntes /
And there by theire fheldes fire Dynadan knewe them

wel /
The fyrft was the good knyght fir Vwayne the fone of

Kynge Vryens / the fecond was the noble knyght fir Bran-

dyles /
the thyrd was Ozana le cure hardy / the fourthe was

20 Vwayne les auenturous /
The fyfthe was fyr Agrauayne /

The vj fir Mordred broder to fir Gawayne / Whanne fir Dyna-
dan had fene thefe vj knyghtes /

he thought in hym felf he wold

brynge kynge Marke by fome wyle to lufte with one of them

And anone they toke their horfes & ranne after thefe knyghtes

2s wel a thre myle englyffhe / Thenne was kynge Marke ware /

where they fat al fyxe aboute a welle / and ete and drank fu-

che metes as they had
/
and their horfes walkyng and fomme

teyed /
and their fheldes henge in dyuerfe places aboute them

Loo faid fir Dynadan yonder ar Knyghtes arraunt that wyl

30 lufte with vs
/
God forbede faid Kynge Mark / for they be fyx

and we but two
/
As for that faid fire Dynadan lete vs not

fpare /
for I wille affaye the formcft /

and there with he maade

hym redy / whanne kynge Marke fawe hym doo foo as faft as

fir Dynadan rode toward them Kynge marke rode froward

35 them with alle his mayneal meyny / Soo whan fire Dynadan
fawe Kynge Marke was gone /

he fette the fpere oute of the

reeft /
and threwe his flield vpon his bak

/
and came rydynge

to the felaufliip of the table round / And anone fire Vwayne
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knewe fir Dynadan / and welcomed hym /
and foo dyd al his

felaufliip /

C (Tapitulum yij /

HNd thenne they afl^ied hym of his aduentures / & whe-

ther he had fene fyr Triftram or fir launcelot / So god

mc helpe faid fir Dynadan I fawe none of them fythen I do- 5

parted from Camelot /
what Knyght is that faid fir Brandy-

les that foo fodenly departed from you / and rode ouer yonder

felde / Syr faid he
/
hit was a Knyghte of Cornewaile / and the

mooft horryble coward that euer beftrode hors / what is his na-

me faid alle thefe knyghtes /
I wote not faid fir Dynadan /

10

Soo whan they had repofed them /
and fpoken to gyders / they

took their horfes / and rode to a caftel where dueUid an old kn-

yght that made alle Knyghtes crraunt good chere / Thenne in

the meane whyle that they were talkynge came in to the caf-

tel fyr Gryflet le fyfe de dieu
/
and there was he welcome

/ and 15

they alle afked hym whether he had fene fire Launcelot or fyre

Triftram
/ Syrs he anfuerd I fawe hym not fythen he depar-

ted from Camelot / Soo as fir Dynadan walked and beheld

the caftel
/'
there by in a chamber he afpyed Kynge Marke / and

thenne he rebuked hym / and aflvcd hym why he departed foo / 20

Syr faid he for I durft not abyde by caufe they were fo many
But how efcaped ye faid Kyng Mark

/ fyr faid fir Dynadan

they were better frendes than I wend they had ben
/
who is

Capytayn of that felaufliip faid the Kynge / thenne for to fere

hym fir Dynadan fayd that it was fir Launcelot / O Ihefu fa- 25

id the Kyng myghte I knowe fir Launcelot by his flielde / ye
faid Dynadan /

for he bereth a flielde of fyluer and black ben-

dys /
Alle this he faid to fere the kyng / for fire launcelot was

not in his felaufliip /
Now I pray you faid kyng Mark that

ye wille ryde in my felaufliip / that is me lothe to doo faid fyre 30

Dynadan by caufe ye forfoke my felaufliip / Ryght foo fir Dy-
nadan went from kyng Mark & wente to his own felaufliip

and foo they mounted vpon their horfes
/
& rode on their wa-

yes /
and talked of the Cornyffli knyghte /

for Dynadan told

them that he was in the caftel where they were lodged / hit is 3S
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wcl faid faid fir Gryflct / for here haue I brought fir Dagonet

kynge Arthurs foole that is the beft felawe and the meryeft /

in the world / ^ Wille ye doo wel faid fir Dynadan I haue

told the Cornyflhc Knyght that here is fir Launcelot / and the

5 Cornyfflie Knyght aflvcd me what flielde he bare / Truly I told

hym that he bcreth the fame flielde that fir Mordred bereth / wyl ye
doo wel faid fir Mordred I am hurte and maye not wel be-

re my Ihelde nor harneis
/
And therfore put my flielde and my

harneis vpon fir Dagonet / and lete hym fette vpon the Cor-

10 nyffhe Knyght /
that ihalle be done faid fir Dagonet by my fe-

ythe /
Thenne anone was Dagonet armed hym in Mordreds

harneis and his flielde / & he was fette on a grete hors & a fpe-

re in his hand / Now faid Dagonet fliewe me the Knyght /
&

I trowe I flialle bere hym doune / Soo alle thefe Knyghtes

15 rode to a woode fyde / and abode tyl Kynge Marke came by the

way / Thenne they putte forth fir Dagonet / and he came on al

the whyle his hors myght renne ftreyght vpon Kynge Mark

And whanne he came nyghe Kynge Marke
/
he cryed as he

were wood / and faid kepe the Knyghte of Cornewaile / for I

20 wille flee the / Anone as Kynge Mark beheld his fhelde
/
he fa-

id to hym felf / yonder is fir launcelot Alias now am I defl;ro-

yed / and there with all he made his hors to renne as faft as it

myghte thorugh thycke and thynne / And euer fire Dagonet
folowed after Kynge Mark cryenge and rateynge hym as a

25 wood man thurgh a grete foreft / whanne fir Vwayne and fire

Brandyles fawe dagonet foo chace Kynge Marke / they lau-

ghed all as they were wood / And thenne they toke theire hor-

fes
/ and rode after to fee how fir Dagonet fpedde / for they wo-

ld not for no good that fire Dagonet were (hente / for Kyng
30 Arthur loued hym paffynge wel / and made hym Knyght his

owne handes / And att euery turnement he beganne to make

Kynge Arthur to laughe / Thenne the knyghtes rode here and

there cryenge and chacyng after kynge Marke that alle the fo-

reft range of the noyfe /

C Capitulum yiij
35 /^^^ Oo kyng Mark rode by fortune by a welle in the way
% t% where flood a Knyght erraunte on horfbak armed att

^^^r al poyntes with a grete fpere in his hand
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And whanne he fawe Kynge Marke comynge fleynge / he fa-

id Knyght retorne ageyne for fliame and ftand with me / &
I fhalle be thy waraunt /

A fayr Knyght faid Kyng Marke

lete me paffe /
for yonder cometh after me the beft knyght of the

world with the blak bended fhelde / Fy for fhame faid the kn- 5

yght he is none of the worthy Knyghtes /
and yf he were fyre

launcelot or fir Triftram I fliold not doubte to mete the bet-

ter of them bothe /
Whanne Kynge Marke herd hym faye that

word /
he torned his hors and abode by hym /

And thenne that

ftronge Knyght bare a fpere to Dagonet /
and fmote hym fo fo- 10

re that he bare hym ouer his hors tayle /
and nyghe he had bro-

ken his neck / And anone after hym came fir Brandyles /
and

whanne he fawe Dagonet haue that falle
/
he was paffynge

wrothe /
and cryed Kepe the Knyght / and foo they hurtled to

gyders wonder fore /
But the Knyght fmote fir Brandyles fo i j

fore that he wente to the erthe hors and man
/ Syre Vwayne

came after and fawe alle this / Ihefu faid he
/ yonder is a ftro-

nge Knyght /
And thenne they feutryd theyr fperes /

and this

Knyght came foo egerly that he fmote doune fir Vwayne /

Thenne came Ozana with the hardy hert
/
and he was fmyten 20

doune / Now faid fire Gryflet by my counceyl lete vs fende to

yonder arraunt Knyght /
and wete whether he be of Arthurs

Courte /
for as I deme hit is fir Lamorak de galys / Soo they

fente vnto hym /
and prayd the ftraunge Knyghte to telle his

name /
and whether he were of Arthurs courte or not / As for 25

my name they fhalle not wete /
but telle hem I am a Kny3t ar-

raunt as they ar /
and lete them wete that I am no Knyghte

of Kynge Arthurs Courte /
and foo the fquyer rode ageyne

vnto them and told them his anfuer of hym / By my hede faid

fir Agrauayne he is one of the flrongefl Knyghtes that euer 3°

I fawe
/

for he hath ouerthrowen thre noble Knyghtes /
and ne-

des we muft encountre with hym for fhame / So fyr Agraua-

yne feutryd his fpere /
and that other was redy /

& fmote hym
doune ouer his hors to the erthe

/
And in the fame wyfe he fmo-

te fir Vwayne les auoultres and alfo fir Gryflet /
thenne had 35

he ferued hem alle
/
but fir Dynadan /

for he was behynde /
and

fir Mordred was vnarmed and Dagonet had his harneis /

^ Soo whan this was done this fitronge Knyght rode on his
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his way a fofte paas /
and kyngc Maike rode after hym / pray-

fynge hym mykel /
but he wold anfuer no wordes / but fyghed

wonderly fore / hangynge dounc his hede / takyng no hede to his

wordes / Thus they rode wel a thrc myle Englyfflie / and then-

5 nc this Knyght called to hym a varlette /
and badde hym ryde

vntyl younder fayr manoyre / and recommaunde me to the lady

of that cartel and place / and praye her to fende me refreffh-

ynge of good metes / and drynkes /
And yf fhe afke the what

I am / Telle her that I am the knyght that foloweth the Gla-

lo tyfaunt beeft / that is in Englyffhe to faye the queftynge beerte

for that beeft where fomeuer he yede /
he quefted in the bely with

fuche a noyfe / as hit hadde ben a thyrtty couple of houndes

^ Thenne the varlet wente his way and came to the manoyr
and falewed the lady /

and told her from whens he came /
And

'5 whan flie vnderftode that he came from the knyghte that folo-

wed the queftynge beefte / O fwete lord Ihefu fhe fayd whan

fhalle I fee that noble Knyghte my dere fone Palomydes /

Alias wille he not abyde with me / and there with fhe fwou-

ned and wepte / and made paffynge grete dole / And thenne al-

20 fo foone as fhe myghte fhe gaf the varlet alle that he axyd /

And the varlet retorned vnto fir Palomydes / for he was a var-

let of kynge Marke / And as foone as he came / he told the kn-

yghtes name was fir Palomydes / I am wel pleafyd faid ky-

nge Marke but holde the ftyll and feye no thynge / ^ Thenne

25 they alyghte and fette them doune and repofed them a why-
le / Anone with alle kynge Marke felle on flepe / whanne fyre

Palomydes fawe hym found a flepe / he took his hors and ro-

de his way and faid to them I wille not be in the companye
of a flepynge Knyghte / And foo he rode forthe a grete paas

m C Capitulum yiiij

30 H^fl ^^^ torne we vnto fire Dynadan that fonde thefe feuen

'

knyghtes paffynge heuy / And whanne he wyrte how
that they fped / as heuy was he / My lord Vwayne faid Dy-
nadan / I dare ley my hede it is fir Lamorak de galys / I pro-

myfe you alle / I fhalle fynde hym / and he may be founde in
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this countrey / and foo fyre Dynadan rode after this knyghte /

And fo dyd kyng Marke that fought hym thurgh the forefl;

Soo as Kyng Mark rode after fir Palomydes / he herd a noy-

fe of a man / that made grete dole
/
Thenne kyng Mark rode as

nyghe that noyfe as he myght and as he durft / Thenne was he 5

ware of a knyght that was defcended of his hors / and hadde

putte of his hehne / and there he made a pyteous complaynte /

and a dolorous of loue

^ Now leue we that /
and talke we of fire Dynadan that ro-

de to feke fyr Palomydes /
And as he came within a forefte / he lo

mette with a Knyght a chacer of a dcre / Syr faid fire Dyna-
dan mette ye with a Knyghte with a flielde of fyluer / and ly-

ons hedes / ye fayr knyghte fayd the other
/
with fuche a knyght

mette I with but a whyle agone /
and ftrayte yonder waye he

yede / Gramercy faid fir Dynadan /
for myght I fynde the trak 15

of his hors I fhold not fayle to fynde that Knyghte / Ryghte
fo as fir Dynadan rode in the euen late / he herd a doleful no-

yfe as it were of a man / ^ Thenne fir Dynadan rode toward

that noyfe / And whanne he came nyghe that noyfe / he alyghte

of his hors
/
and wente nere hym on foote /

Thenne was he wa- 20

re of a knyght that ftood vnder a tree and his hors teyed by

hym / and the helme of his hede /
and euer that knyght made a

doleful complaynte as euer made knyghte / And alweyes he

made his complaynte of la Bealc Ifoud the Quene of Cor-

newaile / and faid A fayr lady why loue I the
/ for thou art 25

fayreft of alle other /
and yet fliewefl thou neuer loue to me / nor

bounte / Alias yet muft I loue the / And I may not blame the

fayre lady / for myn eyen ben caufe of this forowe / And yet to

loue the I am but a foole / for the beft knyghte of the world

loueth the
/ and ye hym ageyne / that is fir Triftram de Lyones 30

And the falfeft kjnge and Knyghte is youre hufband
/ and

the moofl coward and ful of treafon is your lord kyng ma-

rke ^ Alias that euer fo fayre a lady and pyerles of

alle other fhold be matched with the mooft vylaynous knyght
of the world

/ Alle this langage herd Kynge Marke
/ what 35

fir Palomydes faid by hym / wherfore he was adradde / whanne

he fawe fire Dynadan left and he afpyed hym / that he wold

telle fyre Palomydes that he was Kynge Marke / and there-
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for he witlidrewc hym and took his hors and rode to his men

where he commaunded hem to abydc /
And foo he rode as faft as

he myght vnto Camelot /
& the fame day he fonde there Amant

the knyght redy that afore Arthur had appeled hym of trea-

5 fon / and foo lyghtcly the Kynge commaunded them to do ba-

taile /
And by myfauenture kynge Marke fmote Amant tho-

rugh the body / And yet was Amant in the ryghtuous quarel

And ryghte foo he took his hors and departed from the court

for drede of fir Dynadan that he wold telle fyr Triflram and

10 fir Palomydes what he was / ^ Thennc were ther maydens /

that la Beale Ifoud hadde fente to fire Triftram that knewe

fir Amant wel

Z:

C Capitulum yv

Henne by the lycence of Kynge Arthur / they went to

hym and fpak with hym / for whyle the troncheon of

15 ^^i^ the fpere ftake in his body he fpak / A fayr damoyfels

faid Amant / ye recommaude me vnto la Beale Ifoud
/
and telle

her that I am flayn for the loue of her and of fir Triflram /

And there he told the damoyfels how cowardly Kyng Mark

had flayne hym and fire Berfyles his felawe / ^ And for

20 that dede I appeled hym of treafon
/

and here am I flayne in

a ryghtuous quarel / and alle was by caufe of fir Berfules &
I wold not confente by treafon to flee the noble knyght fir trif-

tram / Thenne the two maydens cryed alowde that alle the co-

urte myght here it / and faid O fwete lord Ihefu that knovveft

25 alle hydde thynges / why fuffreft thow foo fals a traytour to

vaynquyffhe and flee a trewe knyght that fought in a ryght-

uous quarel / Thenne anone hit was fpronge to the Kyng and

the quene and to alle the lordes that it was kynge Mark that

had flayne fyr Amant / and fire Berfules afore hand
/
wher-

30 for they dyd theire bataille / Thenne was Kyng Arthur wroth

oute of mefure
/ and fo were alle the other knyghtes

But whanne fire Triftram knewe alle the matere / he maade

grete dole and forowe oute of mefure / and wepte for forou for

the loffe of the noble knyghtes fyr Berfyles & of fir Amant
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^ Whanne fir Launcelot afpyed fir Triftram wepe / he wente

haftely to Kynge Arthur and faid fyre I pray you gyue ine

leue to retorne ageyne to yonder fals kynge and knyghte / I

pray yow faid kynge Arthur / fetche hym ageyne / but I wold

not that ye flewe hym for my worfhip / Thenne fir launcelot 5

armed hym in alle hafte / and mounted vpon a grete hors / &
toke a fpere in his hand and rode after kynge Marke / And
from thens a thre myle englyffhe / fir launcelot ouertook hym/
and badde hym torne recreaunt kyng and knyght /

For why-
der thou wilt or not thow fhalt go with me to kyng Arthurs 10

Courte / Kynge Marke retorned and loked vpon fir Launce-

lot /
and faid Faire fyr what is your name / wete thou wel fa-

id he my name is fire Launcelot
/
and therfor defende the / And

whanne Kynge Marke wifle that it was fire Launcelot
/
and

came foo faft vpon hym with a fpere / he cryed thenne on lowde 15

I yelde me to the fir launcelot / honourable Knyghte /
But fire

Launcelot wold not here hym / but came faft vpon hym / kyng
Marke fawe that / and maadc no defence but tombled adoune

out of his fadel to the erthe as a fak / and there he lay ftylle /

and cryed fire launcelot mercy / Aryfe recreaunt knyghte and 20

Kynge /
I wylle not fyghte faid Kynge Marke

/ But whe-

ther that ye wiile I wil goo with yow /

Alias Alias faid fire Launcelot that I maye not gyue the

one buffet for the loue of fire Tdeflram and of la Beale Ifoud

And for the two knyghtes that thou haft flayne traitourly / 25

And foo he mounted vpon his hors and brou5t hym to kyng
Arthur

/
and there Kynge Marke alyghte in that fame place

and threwe his helme from hym vpon the erthe / and his fuerd

and fylle flat to the erthe of kynge Arthurs feet and putte

hym in his grace and mercy / ^ Soo god me help faid 3°

Arthur ye are welcome in a maner / and in a maner ye ar not

welcome
/

In this maner ye are welcome that ye come hyder

maulgre thy hede as I fuppofe / ^ That is trouthe faid kynge
Marke /

and els I had not ben here
/

For my lord fir launce-

lot brought me hyder thurgh his fyne force / and to hym am 35

I yolden to as recreaunt
/ ^ Wel faid Arthur ye vnderflande

ye oughte to doo me feruyfe / homage and feaute
/
And neuer
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wold ye doo me none
/
but cuer ye haue ben ageynft me / and a

deftroycr of my knyghtes /
now /

how wille ye acquyte you / Sir

faid Kynge Marke / Ryght as your lordfhip will requyre me
vnto my power /

I wille make a large amendys /
For he was

5 a fayre fpeker and fals there vnder / Thennc for grete pleafyr

of fyr Triftram to make them tweyne accorded
/ the kyng with-

held kynge Marke
/
as at that tyme / and made a broken loue

day bitwene them /

C Capitulum yvj

ll-^-l Ow torne we ageyne vnto fir Palomydes how fir Dy-
10 H ^ nadan comforted hym in alle that he myghte from his

grete forow / what Knyghte are ye faid fir Palomydes / fyre I

am a knyght erraunt as ye be that hath foughte you longe by

your flield
/ Here is my flield faid fir Palomydes / VVete ye wel

and ye wille oughte /
there with I wille defende hit

/ Nay faid

'5 fir Dynadan I wille not haue adoo with yow / but in good
maner

/
And yf ye wil ye fhal fynde me fone redy / Syr faid fir

Dynadan whyder ward ryde you this way / By my hede fayd

fir Palomydes I wote not but as fortune ledeth me
/
Herde ye

or fawe ye ought of fir Triftram / So god me help of fir Trift-

20 ram I bothe herd and fawe / and not / for thenne we loued

not Inwardly wel to gyders / yet at my mefchyef fir Triftram

refcowcd me from my dethe / and yet or he and I departed by
bothe our affentes we affigned a day that we fhold haue met

at the ftony graue / that merlyon fette befyde Camelot / & there

25 to haue done bataille to gyders / how be hit I was letted fayd
fir Palomydes that I myght not holde my daye / the whiche

greueth me fore / but I haue a large excufe / For I was pry-
foner with a lord and many other moo

/
and that fhalle fyre

Triftram ryght wel vnderftande j Y I brake hit not of fere of

30 cowardyfe / And thenne fir Palomydes told fir Dynodan the

fame day that they fliold haue mette / Soo god me helpe fayd

fyre Dynadan that fame day mette fire Launcelot and fir Trif-

tram at the fame graue of flone / ^ And there was the mooft

myghtyeft bataille that euer was fene in this land betwyxe
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two knyghtes /
for they fought more than two houres /

And

there they bothc bledde mochc blood / that alle men meruey-

led that euer they myght endure hit /

^ And fo at the lafte by bothe their affentes they were made

frendes and fworne bretheren for euer
/
and no man can luge 5

the better knyght /
And now is fir Triftram made a Knyghte

of the round table /
and he fytteth in the fege of the noble kn-

yght fire Marhaus / ^ By my hede faid fir

Palomydes fyre Triftram is ferre bygger than fir Launcelot
j

and the hardyer Knyghte / ^ Haue ye affayed them lo

bothe faide fyre Dynadan / ^} I haue fene fyre Triftram fygh-

te faid fyre Palomydes /
but ncuer fire Launcelot / to my we-

tynge / But at the fontayne where fire Launcelot lay on flepe

there with one fpere he fmote doune fire Triftram / and me faid

Palomydes / but at that tyme they knewe not eyther other '5

Faire Knyghte faid fir Dynadan as for fir launcelot and fir

Triftram lete them be
/

for the werfh of them wille not be lygh-

ly matched of no knyghtes that I knowe lyuynge /

No faid fire Palomydes god defendc but and I had a qua-

rel to the better of them bothe /
I wold with as good a wylle 20

fj'ghte with hym as with yow

^ Syre I requyre you telle me your name and in good feith

I flialle hold you company / tyl that we come to Camelot / and

there fliall ye haue grete worfliip now at this grete turnement

for there flialle be the Queue Gueneuer / and la Beale Ifoud 25

of Cornewaile / wete yow wel fyre Knyght for the loue of la

Beale Ifoud I wille be there and els not / but I wille not ha-

ue adoo in Kynge Arthurs courte / Sir faid Dynadan /
I flial

ryde with yow and doo you feruyfe /
fo ye wille telle me youre

name
/ Syre ye flTallc vnderftande my name is fyre palomydes 3°

brother to Safere the good and noble Knyghte / And Syre

Segwarj^des and I we be Sarafyns borne of fader and mo-

der
/ ^ Syre faid fire Dynadan I thanke you

moche /
for the tellyng of your name

/
For I am gladde of that

I knowe your name
/ & I promyfe you by the feyth of my body 35

ye fhalle not be hurte by me by my will
/
but rather be auaun-

ced
/
And therto wille I helpe yow with all my power I pro-

myfe you / doubte ye not
/ And certaynly on my lyf yc flialle
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Wynne grete worfliip in the Courte of Kynge Arthur
/
And

be ryght welcome / Soo thenne they drefild on their helmes /
&

putte on their flieldes
/
& mounted vpon their horfes / and toke

the brode way toward Camelot / And thenne were they ware

5 of a cartel / that was fayre and ryche / and alfo paffyng ftrong

as ony was with in this reame

C Capitulum yvij

SYr
Palomydes faid Dynadan here is a Caftell that I

knowe wel / and therin duelleth Quene Morgan le

fay Kynge Arthurs fyfter /
And kynge Arthur gafe her this

lo Cartel / the whiche he hath repented hym fythen a thoufand ty-

mes / for fythen kynge Arthur and fhe haue ben at debate and

rtryfe / but this cartel coude he neuer gete nor wynne of her by
no maner of engyne / And euer as fhe myght (he made werre

on kynge Arthur
/
And alle daungerous knyghtes fhe with-

15 holdeth with her for to deftroye alle thefe knyghtes that Kynge
Arthur loueth

/
And there fhalle noo Knyghte paffe this way

but he murte lufte with one knyght or with two or with thre

And yf it happe that Kyng Arthurs knyght be beten
/
he fhal

lefe his hors and his harneis
/
and alle that he hath / and hard

20 yf that he efcape / but that he fhalle be pryfoner /

^ Soo god me helpe faid Palomydes this is a fhameful cuf-

tomme and a vylaynous vfaunce for a Quene to vfe
/
And

namely to make fuche werre vpon her owne lord / that is cal-

led the floure of chyualry that is Cryrten or hethen
/ and with

25 alle my hert I wold deftroye that fhameful curtomme / And
I wille that alle the world wete flie flialle haue no feruyfe of

me
/
And yf fhe fende oute ony knyghtes /

as I fuppofe fhe wil

for to lurte they flialle haue bothe their handes ful /

And I fhalle not fayle you faid fir Dynadan vnto my pu-

30 yffaunce vpon my lyf /
Soo as they rtode on horfbak afore the

Cartel / there came a Knyght with a reed flield and ij fquye-

rs after hym / And he came ftreyght vnto fyre Palomydes the

good Knyghte / and fayd to hym / Fayre and gentyl Kny3t
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erraunt I requyre the for the loue thou oweft vnto knyghthode

that ye wille not haue adone here with thefe men of thys Caf-

tell /
for this was fire Lamorack that thus faid / For I came

hydder to feke this dede
/
and hit is my requeft /

And therfor I

bifeche you knyght lete me dele
/
and yf I be beten

/ reuenge 5

me /
In the name of god faid Palomydes / lete fee how ye wil

fpede /
and we (halle behold you / ^ Thenne anone came forth

a knyght of the Caflel and profered to lufte with the kny3te

with the reed flield
/
Anone they encountred to gyders / and he

with the reed fhelde fmote hym foo hard that he bare hym ouer 10

to the erthe /
There with anone came another Knyght of the caf-

tel / and he was fmyten fo fore that he auoyded his fadel
/
And

forth with alle came the thyrd knyghte / and the knyght with

the reed fhelde fmote hym to the erthe / Thenne came fir Palo-

mydes and befought hym that he myght helpe hym to lufte '3

Faire knyght faid he vnto hym fuffre me as at this tyme to ha-

ue my wylle /
For and they were twenty knyghtes I flialle

not double them /
And euer there were vpon the wallys of the

caflel many lordes and ladyes that cryed and faid wel haue

ye lufted knyght with the reed fhelde
/ ^ But as foone as the 20

Knyght had fmyten hem doune
/

his fquyer toke their horfes / &

auoyded their fadels and brydels of the horfes / and tourned

them in to the foreft /
and made the knyghtes to be kepte to the

ende of the luftes / Ryght foo came oute of the caftel the fourth

Knyght /
and freffhly proferd to lufte with the knyghte with 25

the reed fhelde /
and he was redy / and he fmote hym foo hard

/

that hors and man felle to the erthe
/ & the knyghtes bak brak

with the falle and his neck alfo
/ O Ihefu faid fyr Palomydes

that yonder is a paffyng good kny3t /
and the beft luftar that

euer I fawe / By my hede faid fir Dynadan he is as good as 3°

euer was fir launcelot or fir Triftram what knyghte fomeuer

he be /

C Capitulum yviij

Henne forthe with alle came a knyght oute of the caf-

tel with a fhelde bended with blak and with whyte /

^ And anone the knyghte with the reede fhelde and
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And he encountred foo hard / that lie fmotc the Knyght of the

Cartel thorou the bented fhclde and thurgh the body / and bra-

ke the hors bak / Faire Knyghte faid fyr Palomydes ye haue

ouer moche on hand / therfor I praye you lete me lufte
/

for ye
5 had nede to be repofed / Why fir faid the knyght / feme ye that I

am weyke and feble /
and fir me thynketh ye profer me wrong

and to me fliame whan I doo wel ynough /
I telle yow now

as I told you erft
/

for and they were twenty kny3tes I fhal

bete them
/
And yf I be beten or flayne thenne may ye reucn-

10 ge me /
And yf ye thynke that I be wery / and ye haue an ap-

petyte to lufte with me
/

I flialle fynde you luflynge ynough /

Syr faid Palomydes I faid it not by caufe I wold lufte with

you /
but me femeth that ye haue ouer moche on hand / & ther-

for and ye were gentyl faid the Knyght with the reed fiield

15 ye fliold not profer me fliame
/
therfor I requyre you to lufte

with me /
and ye fhalle fynde that I am not wery / Syth ye re-

quyre me faid fir palomydes / take kepe to your felf
/ ^ Thenne

they two Kny5tes came to gyders as faft as their horfes m}'-

ght renne / and the Knyght fmote fir Palomydes fo fore on the

20 fhelde that the fpere wente in to his fyde a grete wounde and

a perillous /
And there with alle fir Palomydes auoyded his

fadel
/
And that Knyght torned vnto fir Dynadan / And when

he fawe hym comynge / he cryed a loude and faid / fyr I wyll

not haue ado with you / but for that he lete it not / but cam flre-

25 yghte vpon hym / Soo fire Dynadan for fliame put forthe hys

fpere and alle to flieuerd hit vpon the Knyght / But he fmo-

te fyr Dynadan ageyne foo hard that he fmote hym clene from

his fadel
/ but their horfes he wold not fuffre his fquyers to me-

dle with
/ and by caufe they were knyghtes erraunt / Thenne he

30 dreffid hym ageyne to the caflel and lufted with feuen kny3-
tes moo / and there was none of hem myght withftande hym /

but bare hym to the er/he
/
And of thefe twelue Knyghtes he

flewe in playne luftes four
/
And the eyght knyghtes he ma-

de them to fwere on the croffe of a fuerd / that they fhold neuer

35 vfe the euylle cufbommes of the caftel / And whan he had ma-
de them to fwere that othe / he lete them paffe /

And euer ftode

the lordes and the ladyes on the Caftel walles cryeng and fa-

yenge / knyghte with the reed fhelde ye haue merueylloufly
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vvel done as euer we favve Knyght doo
/
And therwith came

a knyght oute of the Cartel vnarmed and faid / Knyghte
with the reed fheld ouer moche dammage haft thou done to vs

this day / therfor retorne whyther thou wilt
/
for here ar no moo

wille haue adoo with the
/

for we repente fore that euer thow 5

canieft here /
for by the is fordone the old cuftomme of this caf-

tel
/
And with that word he tourned ageyne in to the Caftel /

and fliytte the yates /
Thenne the Knyght with the reede fheld

torned and called his fquyers /
and fo paft forth on his wayc

and rode a grete paas / And whanne he was paft fire Palomy- lo

des wente to fir Dynadan and faid I had neuer fuche a flia-

mc of one Knyght that euer I met / And therfore I cafte me
to ryde after hym /

and to be reuenged with my fwerd / for on

horfbak I deme I flialle gete no worfhip of hym / Syre Palo-

mydes faid Dynadan ye flialle not medle with hym by my co- 15

unceil for ye flial gete no worfliip of hym / and for this caufe
/

ye haue fene hym this day haue had ouer moche to done & ouer

moche trauailed / By almy3ty Ihefu faid Palomydes I fliall

neuer be at eafe tyl that I haue had adoo with hym / Syr fa-

id Dynadan I fhalle gyue you my beholdynge / wel faid Palo- 20

mydes /
thenne fliall ye fee how we fhalle redreffe our myghtes

Soo they took their horfes of their varlets
/

and rode after the

Knyght with the reed flielde / & doune in a valey befyde a fon-

tayne they were ware where he was alyghte to repofe hym / and

had done of his helme /
for to drynke at the welle 25

C Capitulum yiy

# I Henne Palomydes rode fafte tyl he came nyghe hym /

^^1^ And thene he faid Knyght remembre ye of the fliame

ye dyd to me ryght now at the Caftel /
therfore dreffe the / for

I wille haue adoo with the
/

Fair kny5t faid he to Palomydes
of me ye wynne no worfhip /

for ye haue fene this daye that I

haue ben trauailed fore / As for that faid Palomydes I wille

not lete /
for wete ye wel I wil be reuenged / wel faid the kn-

yght I may happen to endure you /
And there with all he mou-

ted vpon his hors and took a grete fpere in his hand redy for
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to lufte
/ Nay faid palomydes I wille not lufte

/
for T am fure

at luftynge I gete no pryce / Fair knyght faid that Knyghte
It wold bifeme a knyght to lufte and to fyghte on horfbak

ye fhalle fee what I wille doo faid Palomydes / and therwith

5 he alyghtc doune vpon foote /
and drefTid his flielde afore hym

and pulled oute his fwerd / Thenne the knyghte with the re-

ed fiield defcendcd doune from his hors / and dreffid his fheld

afore hym / and foo he drewe oute his fuerd / And thenne they

came to gyders a fofte paas /
and wonderly they laffhed to gy-

10 ders paffyng thyck the moutenaunce of an houre / or euer they

brethed / Thenne they tracyd and trauercyd and waxed won-

derly wrothe / and eyther behyght other dethe / they hewe fo faft

with their fuerdes that they cutte in doune half theire fwerdes /

and mayles that the bare fleffhe in fome place flode aboue the-

15 yr harneis / ^ And whan fir Palomydes beheld his felawes

fwerd ouer hylled with his blood /
hit greued hym fore

/ fome

whyle they fayned / fome whyle they ftrake as wyld men /

But at the laft fir Palomydes waxed faynte by caufe of his

firft wounde that he had atte can;el with a fpere /
for that wo-

20 und greued hym wonderly fore / Faire knyght faid Palomy-
des me femeth we haue affayed eyther other paffyng fore / and

yf hit may pleafe the /
I requyre the of thy knyghthode telle

me thy name
/ Sir faid the kny3t to Palomydes / that is me loth

to doo
/

for thou haft done me wronge / and no knyghthode to pro-

25 fer me bataille / confyderynge my grete trauaylle / ^ But and

thou wolt telle me thy name /
I wille telle the myn / Syr faid

he wete thou wel my name is palomydes /
A fyr ye (hall vnder-

flande my name is fir Lamorak de galys /
fone and heyre vnto

the good knyghte and kynge / kynge Pellenore
/ and fyr Tor

30 the good knyght is my half broder
/
Whanne fire Palomydes

herd hym faye foo he kneled doune and aflced mercy for oul-

traguoufly haue I done to you this daye / confyderyng the gre-

te dedes of armes I haue fene you done / fhamefully and vn-

knyghtely I haue requyred you to doo bataille
/
A fyre Palo-

35 mydes faid fir Lamorak
/
ouer moche haue ye done and fayd to

me / And ther with he enbraced hym with his both handes / and

faid Palomydes the worthy knyght in alle this land is noo

better than ye nor more of prowefTe / and me repentyd fore that
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we (hold fyghte to gyders /
So it doth not me faid fir Palomy-

des
/
and yet am I forer wounded than ye ben

/ ^ But as for

that I ihalle foone therof be hole /
But certaynly I wold not

for the fayreft call:el in this land
/
but yf thou and I had met

for I fhalle loue you the dayes of my lyfe afore al other kn- 5

yghtes excepte my broder fir Safere /
I faye the fame faid fyre

Lamorak excepte my broder fir Tor /
Thenne came fire Dyna-

dan
/ and he made grete ioye of fir Lamorak / ^ Thenne theire

fquyers dreffid bothe their flieldes and their harneis /
and flop-

ped their woundes /
And there by at a pryory they relied them lo

alle nyghte /

C Capitulum yy

mOw torne we ageyne / whan fire Gaynys and fir bran-

dyles with his felawes came to the Courte of kyng

Arthur / they told the kynge / fyr Launcelot and fir Triftram /

how fire Dagonet the foole chaced Kynge Marke thurgh the 15

foreft /
and how the ftronge knyght fmote them doune al feuen

with one fpere /
There was grete laughynge and lapynge atte

Kynge Marke and at fire Dagonet / But all thefe knyghtes

coude not telle what kny3t it was that refcowed kyng mark

Thenne they afked kynge Marke yf that he knewe hym /
and 20

he anfuerd and faid
/
he named hym felf the Knyght that fo-

lowed the queflynge beeft / and on that name he fente one of

my varlets to a place where was his moder / and when fhe herd

from whens he cam / fhe made paffyng grete dole and difcouerd

to my varlet his name and faid / O my dere fone fire Palomy- 25

des why wolt thou not fee me / and therfor fyr faid kyng ma-

rk it is to vnderftande his name is fir Palomydes a noble kn-

yght I
Thenne were alle thefe feuen knyghtes gladde that they

knewe his name / ^ Now torne we ageyne / for on the morne

they toke their horfes bothe fir Lamorak / Palomydes Dynada. 3°

with their fquyers and varlets tyl they fawe a fayre cartel /

that flood on a montayne wel clofed / and thyder they rode

and there they fond a knyght that hyght Galahalt that was

lord of that caftel
/
and there they had grete chere and were

wel eafed
/ Syr Dynadan faid fire Laniurak what wil ye doo 35
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fir faid Dynadan / I wylle to morowc to the courtc of kynge
Arthur / ^ By my hede faid fir Palomydes I wille not ryde

thefe thre dayes /
for I am fore hurte / and moche haue I bled

And therfor I wille repofe me here / Truly faid fir Lamorak /

5 and I wille abyde here with you / And whan ye ryde / thenne

wille I ryde / onles that ye tary ouer longe / Thenne wyll I ta-

ke myn hors / therfor I pray you fyr Dynadan abyde and ry-

de with vs / Feythfully faid Dynadan I wylle not abyde for

I haue fuche a talent to fee fir Triftram that I may not abyde
10 longe from hym / /

A Dynadan faid fyre Palomydes now do I

vnderftande / that ye loue my mortal enemy / and therfore how

fhold I truft yow /
wel faid Dynadan I loue my lord fyre

Triftram aboue all other
/
and hym wille I ferue and do ho-

iioure / So flialle I faid fyre Lamorak in al that may lye in

15 my power / Soo on the morne fir Dynadan rode vnto the court

of kynge Arthur /
And by the way as he rode he fawe where

floode an erraunt Knyght /
and made hym redy for to lufte /

Not foo faid Dynadan for I haue no wylle to lufte / with me
fhalle ye lufte faid the knyght or that ye paffe this waye /

20 Whether afl^e ye luftes by loue or by hate / The knyght anfuerd

wete ye wel / I afke hit for loue & and not for hate
/ hit maye wel

be foo faid fyre Dynadan /
but ye profer me hard loue / whan ye

wylle lufte with me with a fliarp fpere / But fayre knyghte

fayd fyre Dynadan fythe ye wylle lufte with me / mete wyth
25 me in the Courte of Kynge Arthur

/
and there fhalle I lufte

with you /
Wel faid the Knyght fythe ye wille not lufte with

me I pray yow telle me your name / ^ Syr kny-

ght faid he my name is fyre Dynadan /
A faid the Knyghte /

ful wel knowe I you for a good knyghte and a gentyl / and

30 wete yow wel I loue you hertely / ^ Thenne fhalle here be no

luftes fayd Dynadan betwixe vs / Soo they departed / And
the fame day he came to Camelot where lay Kynge Arthur

/

And there he falewed the Kynge and the queue / fyre Launce-

lot and fyre Triftram
/
and alle the Courte was gladde of fir

35 Dynadan /
for he was gentyl wyfe and curteys / and a good

Knyghte / And in efpecyal the valyaunt Knyght fir Triftram

loued fyre Dynadan paffyng wel aboue alle other knyghtes
fauf fir launcelot ^ Thenne the kynge afked
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fyr Dynadan what aduentures he had fene / Sire faid Dyna-

dan I haue fene many aduentures /
and of fomme kyng mark

knoweth / but not alia /
Thenne the Kynge herkened fyr Dyna-

nadan how he told that fir Palomydes and he were afore the

cartel of Morgan le fay / and how fyr Lamorak toke the luf- 5

tes afore them /
and how he foriufted twelue Knyghtes /

and

of them four he flewe /
And how after he fmote doune fir Palo-

mydes and me bothe /
I may not byleue that fayd the kynge

For fir Palomydes is a paffyng good knyghte / that is very

trouthe faid fir Dynadan / but yet I fawe hym better preued lo

hand for hand /
And thenne he told the kyng alle that batail

And how fir Palomydes was more weyker and more huite
/

and more loft of his blood /
And withoute doubte fayd fir dy-

nadan had the bataillc lenger lafted / palomydes had be fiayn

Ihefu faid Kynge Arthur this is to me a grete merueylle 15

Syr faid Triftram merueylle }'c no thynge therof
/ for at myn

aduys /
there is not a valyaunter knyghte in the world ly-

uynge /
for I knowe his myght / And now I wille faye yow

1 was neuer foo wery of knyghte but yf it were fir launcelot

And there is no knyghte in the world exccpte fyr Launcelot 20

I wold dyd foo wel as fir Lamorak
/ Soo god me help fa-

id the kyng I wold that knyght fyre Lamorak came to thys

Courte / fyr faid Dynadan he wille be here in fhorte fpace /
and

fyr Palomydes bothe /
but I fere that Palomydes may not yet

trauayle 25

C Capitulum yyj /

^^i^ Henne within thre dayes after the kynge lete make a

/ 1 luftyng at a pryory /
And there made hem redy many

^^1^ Knyghtes of the round table / For fyr Gawayne and

his brethere made them redy to lufte
/
But Triftram / LaQcelot

nor Dynadan wold not lufte / but fuffred fir Gawayne for 3°

the loue of kyng Arthur with his bretheren to wynne the gree

yf they myght / Thenne on the morne they apparayled them to

lufte fyr Gawayne and his four bretheren / and dyd there gre-

te dedes of armes
/ and fir E6lor de marys dyd merueylloufly

wel
/
But fire Gawayne paffed alle that felaufliip / wherfore 35
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kynge Arthur and alle tlic knyghtes gafe fire Gawayne the

honour at the begynnynge / ^ Ryght foo kynge Arthur was

ware of a knyght and two fquyers / the whiche came oute of

a forcfh fyde with a flield couerd with leder
/
And thenne he

5 came flyly and hurtlyd here and there / And anone with one

fpere he had fmyten doune two knyghtes of the round table

Thenne with this hurtlyng he loft the keuerynge of his flield

thenne was the kynge and alle other ware that he bare a reed

fhelde / O Ihcfu faide Kynge Arthur fee where rydeth a ftoute

10 Knyghte he with the reed flielde / And there was noyfe & cry-

enge Beware the knyght with the reed flielde / Soo within a

lytel whyle he had ouerthrowen thre bretheren of fire Gaw'a-

yns / Soo god me help faid Kynge Arthur me femeth yonder
is the befl lufter that euer I fawe / with that he fawe hym en-

15 countre with fire Gawayne / and he fmote hym doune with foo

grete force that he made his hors to auoyde the fadel / ^ How
now faid the Kyng fire Gawayne hath a falle / wel were me

/

and I knewe what knyght he were with the reed fhelde / I kno-

we hym wel faid Dynadan / but as at this tyme ye fiialle not

20 knowe his name / By my hede faid fyr Triflram he lufted bet-

ter than fir Palomydes / And yf ye lyfi; to knowe his name /

wete ye wel his name is fir Lamorak de galys / As they fto-

de thus talkynge / fire Gawayne and he encountred to gyders

ageyne /
And there he fmote fir Gawayne from his hors

/ and

25 bryfed hym fore / And in the fyghte of Kynge Arthur he fmo-

te doune twenty knyghtes befyde fire Gawayne and his bre-

theren / And foo clerely was the pryce yeuen hym as a knyght

pyerles / Thenne fiyly and merueylloufly fyr Lamorak with-

drewe hym from alle the felaufhip in to the foreft fyde / Al this

30 afpyed Kynge Arthur / for his eye wente neuer from hym /

^ Thenne the Kynge fyr Launcelot fyr Triflram and fyr dy-

nadan took theire hackneis / and rode ftreyght after the good

knyght fyr Lamorak de galys / And there fond hym / And
thus faid the kyng /

A fayr knyght wel be ye fonde
/
Whanne

35 he fawe the kynge / he put of his helme and falewed hym / and

whanne he fawe fir Triflram / he alyghte doun of his hors and

ranne to hym to take hym by the thyes / but fir Triflram wold
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not fuffre hym /
but he alyghte or that he came / and eyder took

other in armes / and made grete ioye of other / The kynge was

gladde /
and alfo was alle the felaufhip of the round table

/

excepte fire Gawayne and his bretheren /
And whanne they

wyft that he was fyre Lamorak / they had grete defpyte at hym 5

and were wonderly wrothe with hym / that he had putte hym
to difhonour that day /

Thenne Gawayn called pryuely in cou-

ceille alle his bretheren /
and to them faid thus

/
Faire brethe-

ren here may ye fee whome that we hate
/ kynge Arthur loueth

And whome that we loue he hateth / ^ And wete ye wel my 10

fayr bretheren / that this fir Lamorak wille neuer loue vs / by
caufe we flewe his fader Kynge Pellenore / for we demed that

he flewe our fader Kynge of Orkeney / And for the defpyte of

Pellenore fyr Lamorak dyd vs a fhame to oure moder / ther-

fore I wille be reuenged / Syr faid fir Gawayns bretheren
/ 15

lete fee how ye wylle or maye be reuenged / and ye fhalle fyn-

de vs redy / Wel faid Gawayne hold you ftylle and we flialle

afpye oure tyme /

C Capitulum yyij

mOw paffe we oure matere / and leue we fire Gawayn
and fpeke of Kynge Arthur that on a day fayd vn- 20

to Kynge Marke / Syr I pray yow gyue me a yefte that I

fhall axe yow / Syr faid Kyng Mark I will gyue you what

fomeuer ye defyre and hit be in my power / Syre gramercy fa-

id Arthur /
This I wille afke yow that ye wille be good lo-

rd vnto fir Triftram / for he is a man of grete honour
/ and that 25

ye wille take hym with yow in to Cornewaile / & lete hym fee

his frendes /
and there cheryffhe hym for my fake

/ Syre faid

Kynge Marke I promyfe yow by the feythe of my body and

by the feythe that I owe to god and to yow I flialle wor-

fliippe hym for your fake in alle that I can or may / Syr faid 30

Arthur
/
and I wylle forgyue yow alle the euylle wylle that

euer I oughte yow /
and fo be that ye fwere vpon a book

afore me
/

with a good wille faid Kynge Marke / and foo he

there fware vpon a boook afore hym and alle his knyghtes / &
ther with kynge Mark and fire Triftram toke eyther other by 35
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the handes hard knj-t to gyders / But for alle this kynge ma-

rkc thought falfly /
as it preucd after / for he put fir Triftram

in pryfon /
and cowardly wold haue flaync hym / Thcnne fo-

one after kynge Marke took his leue to rydc in to Cornewa-

5 yl / and fir Triftram made hym redy to ryde with hym / wherof

the mooft party of the round table were wrothe and heuy / &
in efpecial fir launcelot and fire Lamorak and fir Dynadan
were wrothe cute of mefure /

For wel they wyft kyng Marke

wold flee or deftroye fir Triftram / Alias faid Dynadan that

lo my lord fyr Triftram flialle departe / and fir Triftram toke fuche

forowe that he was amafyd lyke a foole / ^ Alias faid fir

Launcelot vnto kynge Arthur what haue ye done
/

for ye fliall

lefe the mooft man of worfliip that euer cam in to your court

It was his owne defyre faid Arthur
/
and therfore I myghte

IS not doo with alle / for I haue done alle that I can and made

them at accord / Accord faid fir launcelot fy vpon that accord

For ye fhalle here that he fhalle flee fir Triftram / or put hym
in a pryfon /

for he is the mooft coward and the vylaynft kyng
and knyght that is now lyuyng / And there with fire Laun-

20 celot departed / and cam to kynge Mark / and faid to hym thus

Syr kyng wete thou wel the good knyght fir Triftram fhalle

goo with the / Beware I rede the of treafon / for and thou me-

fchyeue that knyght by ony maner of falfhede or trefon by the

feythe I owe to god and to the ordre of knyghthode I fhall

25 flee the myn owne handes / Syr launcelot faid the kyng ouer

moche haue ye faid to me / and I haue fworne and faid ouer

largely afore kynge Arthur in herynge of alle his knyghtes /

that I fhal not fle nor bitraye hym / It were to me ouer mo-

che fliame to breke my promyfe / ye faye wel faid fir Launcelot

30 but ye are called fo fals and ful of treafon that no man man

byleue yow ^ For foth it is knowen wel wherfor ye came

in to this countrey / and for none other caufe but to flee fir trif-

tram / Soo with grete dole Kynge Marke and fir Triftram ro-

de to gyders / for hit was by fir Triflrams wil and his mea-

35 nes to goo with kyng Marke and all was for the entente to

fee la Beale Ifoud
/ for without the fyghte of her fyr Triflra

myght not endure
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C Capttulum yyiij

mOw
torne we ageyne vnto fire Lamorak / and fpeke

we of his bretheren / fyr Tor whiche was kynge Pelle-

nors fyrft fone and bygoten of Aryes wyf the couherd

for he was a baftard and fire Aglouale was his fyrfte fone

begoten in wedlok / fyre Lamorak /
Dornar / Percyuale / thefe S

were his fones to in wedlok / ^ Soo whanne kynge Marke

and fire Triftram were departed from the Courte / there was

made grete dole and forowe for the departynge of fir Triftram

Thenne the kynge and his knyghtes made no manere of lo-

yes eyghte dayes after
/
And atte eyghte dayes ende ther cam 10

to the courte a knyghte with a yonge fquyer with hym /

And whanne this knyghte was vnarmed / he went to the ky-

nge and requyred hym to make the yonge fquyer a knyghte /

Of what lygnage is he come faid Kynge Arthur
/ Syre fayd

the knyght he is the fone of kyng Pellenore that dyd you fom- 15

tyme good feruyfe / And he is broder vnto fyr Lamorak de ga-

lys the good knyghte / wel fayd the kynge for what caufe de-

fyre ye that of me that I fliold make hym knyghte / wete you
wel my lord the Kynge that this yonge fquyer is broder to

me as wel as to fir Lamorak / and my name is Aglauale 20

Syre Aglouale fayd Arthur for the loue of fire Lamorak and

for his faders loue he flialle be made knyghte to morowe /

^ Now telle me faid Arthur what is his name
/ Syre fayd

the Knyght his name is Percyuale de Galys /

Soo on the morne the kynge made hym knyght in Camelott/ 25

But the Kynge and alle the knyghtes thoughte hit wold be

longe or that he preued a good knyghte ^ Thenne at the

dyner whanne the Kynge was fet at the table / and euery kn-

y3t after he was of proweffe /
the kyng commaunded hym to be

fette amonge meane Knyghtes / and foo was fire Percyuale 3°

fette as the Kynge commaunded
/ Thenne was there a mayden

in the Quenes court that was come of hyhe blood / & fhe was

domme & neuer fpak word / Ryght fo fhe cam flreyght in to the

halle / & went vnto fir Percyuale & toke hym by y had & faid a-
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lowde that the kyng and all the knyghtcs myght here hit
/
A-

ryfe fyr Percyualc the noble Knyght and goddcs knyght and

go with me /
and foo he dyd /

And there flie broughte hym to

the ryght fyde of the fege perillous /
And faid Fair knyghte

5 take here thy fege / for that fege apperteyneth to the and to none

other / Ryght foo ihe departed and afked a prefte /
And as

fhe was confeffid and houfeld thenne Hie dyed / Thenne the

kynge and alle the courte made grete ioye of fyr Percyuale

C Capitulum yyiiij

mOw
tome we vnto fir Lamorak that moche was there

preyfed / Thenne oy the meane of fir Gawayn and his

bretheren / they fente for her moder there befydes faft by

a Caftel befyde Camelot / and alle was to that entente to flee

fir Lamorak /
The Quene of Orkeney was there but a whyle

but fir Lamorak wyft of their beynge / and was ful fayne / &
15 for to make an ende of this matere he fente vnto her / and ther

betwixe them was a nyght affygned that fir Lamorak fliold

come to her /
Therof was ware fyre Gaherys /

and there he rode

afore the fame nyght and waited vpon fire Lamorak / and the-

ne he fawe where he came all armed / and where fire Lamorak

20 alyghte / he teyed his hors to a preuy pofi:erne / and fo he wet

in to a palour and vnarmed hym / And thenne he wente vnto

the Quenes bedde / and fhe made of hym paffynge grete Ioye

and he of her ageyne / for eyther loued other paffynge fore
/

^ Soo whan the Knyght fyr Gaherys / fawe his tyme / he cam

25 to their beddes fyde alle armed with his fwerd naked / and fo-

denly gat his moder by the here and fl:rake of her hede / whanne

fir Lamorak fawe the blood dafflie vpon hym all hote / the whi-

che he loued paffynge wel / wete yow wel he was fore abafflied

and defmayed of that dolorous knyght / And there with al fir

30 Lamorak lepte out of the bedde in his flierte as a knyght def-

mayed fayenge thus A fyre Gaherys knyght of the table ro-

' und foule and euylle haue ye done and to yow grete fhame

Alias why haue ye flayn your moder that bare you with more

ryght ye fhold haue flayne me / ^ The offence haft thou done
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fayd Gaherys not withflandynge a man is borne to offre his

feruyfe /
but yet fholdeft thow beware with whome thow me-

dleft
/

for tliow haft putte me and my bretheren to a fliame /
and

thy fader flewe our fader /
and thow to lye by our moder is to

moche fhame for vs to fuffre /
And as for thy fader kyng Pel- s

lenore my broder fir Gawayne and I flewe hym / ye dyd hym
the more wronge faid fire Lamorak /

For my fader flewe not

your fader /
it was Balyn le faueage /

and as yet my faders

dethe is not reuenged / leue tho wordes faid fir Gaherys /
For

and thou fpeke felonfly I wil flee the /
But by caufe thow i o

arte naked I am afliamed to flee the
/
but wete thou wel /

in

what place I may gete the /
I flialle fiee the /

and now my mo-

der is quyte of the / and withdrawe the /
and take thyn armo-

ur that thow were gone / Syre Lamorak fawe there was none

other bote but faft armed hym and took his hors and rode his 15

way makynge grete forowe /
But for the fliame and doloure

he wold not ryde to kynge Arthurs Courte / but rode another

waye /
But whan hit was knowen that Gaherys had flayne

his moder /
the kynge was paffynge wrothe and commaunded

hym to goo oute of his courte / wete ye wel fire Gawayn was 20

wrothe that Gaherys had flayne his moder / and lete fire La-

morak efcape /
And for this matere was the kynge paffynge

wrothe and foo was fir Lamorak and many other knyghtes

Syr faid fir Launcelot here is a grete mefchyef befallen by fe-

lony /
and by fore caft treafon that your fyfter is thus fliame- 25

fully flayne /
And I dare faye that it was wrou5te by trefon

And I dare faye ye flialle lefe that good Knyghte fir Lamo-

rak the whiche is grete pyte /
I wote wel and am fure and fir

Triftram wyfte hit / he wold neuer more come within your co-

urte
/
the whiche fhold greue yow moche more and alle youre 30

knyghtes /
God defende faid the noble Kynge Arthur that I

fliold lefe fire Lamorak or fir Triftram /
for thenne tweyne of

my chyef knyghtes of the table round were gone / Syre faide

fyre Laiicelot I am fure ye flialle lefe fir Lamorak for fir Ga-

wayne and his bretheren wille fle hym / by one meane or oth- 35

er /
for they amonge them haue concluded and fworne to flee

hym and euer they may fee their tyme / That flialle I lette fa-

yd Arthur
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C Capitulnm yyv

mOw
Iciie wc of fire Lamorak / and fpeke of fire Ga-

waj-ns brethcren & fpecially of fyr Agrauayne and fyre

Mordred as they rode on theire aduentures they mette

with a Knyghte flcj'nge fore wounded
/
and they aflced hym

5 what tydynges / Faire Knyghtes faid he here cometh a knyght
after mc that wylle flee me

/
With that came fire Dynadan ry-

dynge to them by aduenture / but he wold promyfe them no help

But fir Agrauayne and fire Mordred promyfed hym to refco-

we hym / There with alle came that knyght flreyght vnto them

10 And anone he proferd to lufte / That fawe fyre Mordred and

rode to hym but he ftrake Mordred ouer his hors tayle

^ That fawe fire Agrauayn and fbreyghte he rode toward that

knyght / And ryghte foo as he ferued Mordred foo he ferued

Agrauayne / and faid to them
/ Syrs wete ye wel bothe that I

15 am Breufe faunce pyte that hath done this to yow / And yet he

rode ouer Agrauayne fyue or fyxe tymes /

^ Whan Dynadan fawe this
/
he mufte nedes lufte with hym

for fliame / And fo Dynadan and he encountred to gyders / that

with pure ftrengthe fir Dynadan fmote hym ouer his hors ta-

20 yle /
Thenne he took his hors and fledde / for he was on foot one

of the valyaunteft knyghtes in Arthurs dayes / and a grete def-

troyer of alle good knyghtes / Thenne rode fir Dynadan vnto

fir Mordred and vnto fir Agrauayne / Syre knyght faid they
alle wel haue ye done

/
and wel haue ye reuenged vs / wherfor

25 we praye yow telle vs youre name
/

Faire firs ye 0U3te to kno-

we my name the whiche is called fire Dynadan / Whanne they

vnderftood that it was Dynadan / they were more wroth than

they were before
/

for they hated hym oute of mefure by caufe of

fir Lamorak
/
For Dynadan had fuche a cuftomc that he loued

30 alle good Knyghtes that were valyaunt / and he hated al tho

that were deftroyers of good knyghtes / And there were none

that hated Dynadan but tho that euer were called murtherers

Thenne fpack the hurt knyght that Breufe faunce pyte hadde

chaced / his name was Dalan
/ and faid yf thou be Dynadan /

35 thow fleweft my fader
/

Hit may wel be fo faid Dynadan / but

thenne it was in my defence and at his requeft / By my hede

faid Dalan thow fhalt dye therfore / and there with he dreffid
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his fpere and his flielde /
And to make the fhorter tale fyre

Dynadan fmote hym doune of his hors that his neck was ny,

broken /
And in the fame wyfe he fmote fyre Mordred and fir

Agrauayne /
And after in the queft of the Sancgreal cowar-

dly and felloynfly they llewe Dynadan / the whiche was gre- 5

te dammage /
for he was a grete bourder and a paffyng good

knyght CI ^^^ ^°° ^""^ Dynadan rode to a

Caftel that hyght Beale valet /
And there he fonde fire Palo-

mydes that was not yet hole of the wound that fyr Lamorak

gaf hym /
And there Dynadan told Palomydes all the tydyn- lo

ges that he herd and fawe of fyre Triftram / and how he was

gone with kynge Marke /
and with hym he hath alle his wyll

and defyre /
There with fyre Palomydes waxed wrothe / for he

loued la Beale Ifoud /
And thenne he wyfte wel that fyre

Triftram enioyed her '^

C Capitulum yyvj

mOw
leue we fire Palomydes and fire Dynadan in the

caftel of Beale valet /
and torne we ageyne vnto ky-

nge Arthur /
There came a Knyght oute of Cornewail

his name was Fergus / a felawe of the round tabic /
And

ther he told the Kynge and fir Launcelot good tydynges of 20

fir Triftram / and there were brought goodly letters /
and how

he lefte hym in the caftel of Tyntagil

^ Thenne came the damoyfel that broughte goodly letters vn-

to kynge Arthur and vnto fire launcelot /
and there fhe hadde

paffynge good chere of the Kynge and of the Ouene Guene- 25

uer and of fire Launcelot / ^ Thenne they wrote good-

ly letters ageyne / But fyre Laucelot badde euer fire Triftram

beware of kynge Marke /
for cuer he called hym in his letters

Kynge Foxe
/
As who faith

/
he fareth alle with wyles and

treafon / wherof fire Triftram in his herte thanked fyre Lau- 30

celot ^ Thenne the Damoyfel went vnto la Beale Ifoud

and bare her letters from the Kynge and from fyre Launce-

lot /
wherof flie was in paffynge grete loyc

^ Faire damoyfel faid la Beale Ifoud /
how fareth my
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Lord Arthur and the Oucne Gwcncucr /
and the noble kny5t

fyr Launcelot / flic anfucrd and to make fhort tale / moche the

better that ye and fire Triftram ben in loye /

God rewarde them faid la beale Ifoud / for fir Triftram fuffereth

5 grete payne for me and I for hym / So the damoyfel departed

and broiighte letters to Kynge Marke / And whanne he had

redde them / and vnderftood them /
he was wrothe with fir Trif-

tram /
for he demed he had fente the damoyfel vnto Kyng

Arthur / For Arthur and Launcelot in a maner threted kyng
10 mark /

And as Kynge mark redde thefe letters / he demed tre-

fon by fyr Triftram / Damoyfel faid Kynge marke / wille ye

ryde ageyne and bere letters from me vnto Kynge Arthur / fir

flie faid I wille be at your commaundement to ryde whan ye

wille / ye faye wel faid the Kyng /
come ageyne faid the Kyng

15 to morne / and fetche your letters / Thenne fhe departed / & told

them how fhe fliold ryde ageyne with letters vnto Arthur

Thenne we praye you faid la beale Ifoud and fir Triftram

that whanne ye haue receyued your letters
/

that ye wold co-

me by vs that we may fee the pryuete of your letters
/
Al that

20 I may doo madame ye wote wel I muft doo for fir Triftram

for I haue ben longe his owne mayden / Soo on the morne the

damoyfel went to kynge marke to haue had his letters and to

departe /
I am not auyfed faid kynge marke as at this tyme

to fende my letters /
Thenne pryuely and fecretely he fent let-

25 ters vnto kynge Arthur and vnto Quene Oueneuer / and vn-

to fir launcelot / So the varlet departed / and fond the Kyng
and the Quene in walys at Carlyon / And as the kyng and

the Quene were at maffe the varlet came with the letters /

And whanne maffe was done the kynge and the Quene ope-

30 ned the letters pryuely by them felf / And the begynnynge of

the kynges letters fpak wonderly fhort vnto Kynge Arthur/
and badde hym entermete with hym felf and with his wyf / &
of his knyghtes / For he was able ynough to rule and kepe
his wyf

C Capitulum yvij
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MHanne
kynge Arthur vnderflood the letter

/
he mufyd

of many thynges /
& thou5t on his fyfters wordes que-

ne Morgan le fay that flie had fayd betwixe quene gue-

neuer and fir Launcelot / And in this thoughte he fludyed a

grete whyle /
Thenne he bethought hym ageyne how his fyfler s

was his owne enemy / and that flie hated the Ouene and fir

launcelot /
and foo he putte all that oute of his thoughte

^ Thenne Kyng Arthur redde the letter ageyne / and the lat-

ter claufe faid that Kynge Marke tooke fire Triftram for his

mortal enemy /
wherfor he put Arthur oute of doubte he wold lo

be reuengyd of fir Triftram /
Thenne was kyng Arthur wroth

with kynge Marke
/
And whanne quene Gueneuer redde her

letter and vnderftood hit / fhe was wrothe oute of mefure
/

for

the letter fpak fhame by her
/
and by fir launcelot

/
And foo

pryuely flie fente the letter vnto fir Launcelot
/
And whanne 15

he wyfle the entcnt of the letter /
he was foo wrothe that he le-

yd hym doune on his bedde to fiepe /
wherof fir Dynadan was

ware /
for hit was his maner to be preuy with alle good kny-

ghtes /
And as fire launcelot flepte he ftale the letter oute of

his hand and red it word by word / And thenne he made gre- 20

te forow for anger / and foo fir Launcelot awaked / and went

to a wyndowe / and redde the letter ageyne / the whiche maade

hym angry / Syre faid Dynadan wherfore be ye angry /
difco-

uer your hert to me
/
For fothe ye wote wel I owe yow good

wylle /
how be hit I am a poure knyght and a feruytour vnto 25

yow and to alle good knyghtes / For though I be not of wor-

fhip my felf I loue alle tho that ben of worfhip /
It is trouth

faid fir Launcelot / ye are a trufly knyght / and for grete truft

I wille fhewe yow my counceylle / And whan Dynadan vn-

derfl:ood alle
/
he faid this is my counceyl / Sette you ryght no- 30

ught by thefe thretys / For kynge marke is foo vylaynous /

that by fayre fpeche fhalle neuer man gete of hym / ^ But ye
flialle fee what I fhalle doo

/
I wille make a lay for hym / &

whan hit is made I fiiallc make an harper to fynge hit afore

hym /
Soo anone he wente and made hit

/
and taughte hit an 35

harper that hyght Elyot /
And whanne he coude hit / he taught

hit to many harpers ^ And foo by the wylle of

fire Launcelot and of Arthur the harpers went ftreyghte in to
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walys / and in to Cornevvaile to fyngc the laye that fire Dy-
nadan made kynge Marke / the whiche was the werfte lay

that euer harper fange with harp or with ony other Inftrumen-

tys

C Capitulum yvii|

S 4^1/^k Ow torne we ageyne vnto fire Trifiiram and to Kyng
ll-^-l Marke /

As fyr Triftram was at luftes and att tur-

H ^ nement / hit fortuned lie was fore hurte bothe with a

fpere and with a fwerd / but yet he wanne alweyes the degre
And for to repofe hym /

he wente to a good knyght that duel-

10 led in Cornewaile in a Caftel whos name was Syr Dynas
le Senefchall / Thenne by myffortune there came oute of Seff-

oyne a grete nombre of men of armes / and an hydous hooft / &
they entred nyghe the caflel of Tyntagyl /

and her Capytayns
name was Elyas a good man of armes / Whan Kyng Mark

IS vnderftode his enemyes were entred in to his land
/ he maade

grete dole and forow / for in no wyfe by his wille kyng Mark
wold not fende for fir Triftram for he hated hym dedely / Soo

whan his counceill was come / they deuyfed and caft many pe-

ryls of the ftrengthe of her enemyes /
And thenne they conclu-

20 ded all at ones and faid thus vnto kynge Marke / Syr we-

te ye wel ye muft fende for fire Triftram the good knyghte or

els they wylle neuer be ouercome /
For by fire Triftram they

muft be foughtcn with alle / or els we rowe ageynft the ftreme

^ Wel faid Kynge Marke I wille doo by your counceylle /

25 but yet he was ful lothe ther to / but nede conftrayned hym to

fende for hym / Thenne was he fente for in alle haft that my5te
be that he fhold come to Kynge Marke / And whanne he vn-

derftood that Kynge Marke had fente for hym / he mounted

vpon a fofte ambuler and rode to Kynge Marke / And when

30 he was come / the Kynge faid thus /
Faire neuewe fyr Triftra

this is alle
/ Here be come oure enemyes of Seffoyne / that are

here nyghe hand / and withoute tarj'enge they muft be mette

with fliortly or els they wylle deftroye this countrey / Syr faid

fir Triftram wete ye wel alle my power is at your commaun-

35 dement /
And wete ye wel fyre / thefe eyght dayes I may bere

[leaf fKj verso]



SooS r.] [ 459 ] [Cb«p. trcili.

none armes for my woundes ben not yet hole / And by that day
I fhalle doo what I may / ye faye wel faid kynge Marke

/

Thenne goo ye ageyne and repofe yow and make yow frefflie

And I fhalle go and mete the Seffoyns with alle my power

Soo the Kyng departed vnto Tyntagyl and fir Triftram went s

to repofe hym / and the Kyng made a grete hooft and departed

them in thre /
The fyrfte parte ledde fyr Dynas the Senefchall

and fir Andred ledde the fecond parte / and fir Arguys ledde

the thyrd parte /
and he was of the blood of Kyng Mark / and

the Seffoyns had thre grete batails /
and many good men of lo

armes /
And foo Kynge Marke by the aduyfe of his Knygh-

tes yffued oute of the Caflel of Tyntagyl vpon his enemyes
And Dynas the good knyghte rode oute afore / and flewe

ij

Knyghtes his owne handes
/
and thenne beganne the batayls /

And there was merueyllous brekyng of fperes and fmytyng 15

of fuerdes / and flewe doune many good knyghtes / And euer

was fyr Dynas the Senefchal the beft of Kyng Markes par-

ty /
And thus the bataille endured longe with grete mortalyte

But at the laft Kynge Mark and fire Dynas were they ne-

uer foo lothe they withdrevven hem to the caftel of Tyntagyll / 20

with grete flaughter of peple /
And the Seffoyns folowed on

fafb / that ten of them were put within the gates and four fla-

yne with the porte coloyfe / Thenne Kyng Marke fente for fire

Triftram by a varlet that told hym alle the mortalyte /

^ Thenne he fente the varlet ageyne and bad hym telle Kyng 25

Mark that I wille come as foone as I am hole / for erfte I

maye doo hym noo good / Thenne Kynge Mark hadde his an-

fuer / There with came Elyas and badde the Kynge yelde vp
the cartel

/
for ye maye not hold it no whyle / Sir Elyas faid

the kyng fo wyll I yelde vp the caftel yf I be not foone refco- 30

ued / Anone Kyng Marke fente ageyne for refcowe to fir trif-

tram
/ By thenne fir Triftram was hoole / and he hadde goten

hym ten good Knyghtes of Arthurs / And with hem he rode

vnto Tyntagyl / And whannc he fawe the grete hooft of Seff-

oyns he merueylled wonder gretely / And thenne fir Tryftram 35

rode by the woodes and by the dyches as fecretely as he myght
tyl he came nyghe the gatys /

And there dreffid a Knyghte to

hym / when he fawe that fir Triftram wold entre & fir triftram
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fmote hym dounc dcdc
/
And foo he forued thre mo

/
And eue-

ryche of thefe ten knyghtes flewe a man of armes / Soo fir trif-

tram entryd in to the cartel of Tyntagyl / And whan kynge
Marke wyft that fir TriRram was come he was glad of his

5 comyng / and foo was alle the felaufliyp / and of hym they ma-

de grete loye

C Capitulum yyiy

^ f^ Oo on the mornc Elyas the capytayne came / and bad

^^^r kynge Marke come oute / and doo bataille /
for now the

good knyghtc fir Triftram is entryd / It wylle be fliame to

10 the fayd Elyas for to kepe thy walles / whan kynge Mark vn-

derfiiode this /
he was wrothe and fayd no word / but went vn-

to fir Triftram and axed hym his counceyl / Sire faid fir Trif-

tram wylle ye that I gyue hym his anfuer / I wille wel fayd

Kynge Marke / Thenne fir Triftram faid thus to the meffagere

IS Bere thy lord word from the kynge and me
/ that we wyl do

batail with hym to mornc in the playne felde / what is your na-

me faid the meffager / wete thou wel / my name is fir Tryftram

de Lyones / There with alle the meffager departed /
and told

his lord Elyas alle that he had herd / Syr faide fire Triftram

20 vnto Kynge Marke I praye yow gyue me leuc to haue the

rule of the bataill / I pray yow take the rule faid kyng mark

Thenne fire Triftram lete deuyfe the bataille in what manere

that it fliold be / He lete departe his hooft in fyxe partyes / and

ordeyned fir Dynas the Senefchal to haue the fore ward
/ &

25 other knyghtes to rule the remenaunt /
And the fame nyghte

fyre Triftram brente alle the Seffoyns fliyppes vnto the cold

water / A none as Elyas wyft that he faid hit was of fir Trif-

trams doynge / for he cafteth that we fhalle neuer efcape moder

fone of vs
/ Therfore fayre felawes fyghte frely to morowe / &

3° myfcomforte yow noughte for ony kny3t though he be the beft

knyght in the world
/ he maye not haue adoo with vs alle

/

^ Thenne they ordeyned theyr bataHs in four partyes won-

derly wel apparailled and garnyffhed with men of armes

Thus they within yffued / and they withoute fette frely vpon
35 them / and there fir Dynas dyd grete dedes of armes / not for
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thenne fir Dynas and his felaufliip were put to the vverfe /

With that came fire Triftram and flewe two Knyghtes with

one fpere / thenne he flewe on the ryght hand and on the lyfte

hand /
that men merueylled that euer he myght do fuche dedcs

of armes /
And thenne he myght fee fomtyme the bataille was S

dryuen a bowe draughte from the caftel /
and fomtyme it was

at the gates of the Caftel / Thenne came Elyas Capytayne

raffhynge here and there /
and hytte kynge Mark fo fore vpon

the helme that he made hym to auoyde the fadel /
And thenne

fir Dynas gate kynge Mark ageyne to horfbak / There with 10

alle came in fir Triftram lyke a lyon /
and there he mette with

Elyas / and he fmote hym fo fore vpon the helme that he auoy-

ded his fadel /
And thus they fought tyl it was nyghte /

and

for grete flau5ter and for wounded peple eueryche party dre-

we to their refte
/
And whan kynge Marke was come within 15

the caftel of Tyntagyl /
he lacked of his knyghtes an honderd

and they withoute lacked two honderd / and they ferched

the wounded men on bothe partyes / And thenne they wente to

counceil / and wete yow wel eyther party were lothe to fyghte

more / foo that eyther myght efcape with their worfhip 20

^ Whan Elyas the capytayn vnderftode the dethe of his men /

he made grete dole /
And whan he wyft that they were lothe to

goo to bataille ageyne / he was wrothe oute of mefure / Thenne

Elyas fente word vnto Kyng Mark in grete defpyte whether

he wold fynde a Knyght that wold fyghte for hym / body for 25

body / ^ And yf that he myght flee Kynge Markes kn-

yghte / he to haue the truage of Cornewaile yerely /
And yf

that this knyght flee hym /
I fully releece my clayme for euer

Thenne the meffager departed vnto Kynge Marke and told

hym how that his lord Elyas had fente hym word to fynde a 3°

Knyght to doo bataille with hym body for body / whanne kyng
Marke vnderftood the meffagyer he badde hym abyde / and he

fliold haue his anfuer / Thenne called he alle the Baronage
to gyder to wete what was the beft counceyll / They fayd all at

ones to fyghte in a felde we haue no luft /
for had not ben fyr 35

Triftrams proweffe / hit had ben lykely that we neuer fliold

haue efcaped / And therfor fir as we deme
/
hit were wel done

to fynde a kny3t that wold do batail with hym for he kny3tly
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mprofcrcth

fi Capitulum yyy
Ot for theiinc whan alle this was faid / they coude fyn-

dc no Knyght that wold doo bataille with hym / Syre

kynge faid they allc
/
here is no knyght that dare fyghte wyth

S Elyas / Alias faid kynge Marke thenne am I vtterly aflia-

med and vtterly deftroyed /
onles that my neuewe fire Trift-

ram wylle take the bataille vpon hym / wete yow wel they fa-

yd alle he had yeflerday ouer mochc on hand
/ and he is wery

for trauaille / and fore wounded / where is he faid Kyng mark

10 Syr faid they he is in his bedde to repofe hym / Alias faid ky-

nge Marke / but I haue the focoure of my neuewe fir Triftram

I am vtterly deftroyed for euer
/
There with one wente to fyr

Triftram there he lay and told hym what kynge Marke had

fayd / And there with fire Triftram aroos lyghtely / and putt

'5 on hym a longe gownc /
and came afore the Kynge and al the

lordes
/ And whan he fawe hem alle foo defmayed /

he afked the

Kynge and the lordes what tydynges were with hem / Neuer

werfe faid the Kynge / And ther with he told hym alle how
he had word of Elyas to fynde a kny5t to fyghte for the tru-

20 age of Cornewail / and none can I fynde / And as for yow
faid the kynge and alle the lordes we maye afke no more of

yow for fliame / For thurgh your hardynes yefterday ye faued

alle your lyues / Syre faid fyr Triftram now I vnderflande

ye wold haue my focour / reafon wold that I fliold doo al that

25 lyeth in my power to doo / fauynge my worfliip / and my lyf /

how be hit I am fore bryfed and hurte /
And fythen fir Elyas

profereth foo largely /
I flialle fyghte with hym or els I will

be flayne in the felde /
or els I wille delyuer Cornewaile from

the old truage / And therfore lyghtely calle his meffager and

30 he flialle be anfuerd
/

for as yet my woundes ben grene and they

wille be forer a feuen nyght after than they ben now / And ther-

for he flialle haue his anfuere /
that I will doo bataill to morn

with hym /
Thenne was the meffager departed bro-

ught before kynge Marke /
Herke my felawe faid fir Triftram

35 goo faft vnto thy lord and bydde hym make true affuraunce

on his party / for the truage / as the kyng here flialle make on

his party /
and thene telle thy lord fir Elyas that I fir Triftram

kynge Arthurs knyght /
and knyghte of the table round /
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wylle as to morne mete with thy lord on horfbak / to doo batail

as longe as my hors maye endure / And after that to doo ba-

taille with hym on foote to the vtteraunce / the meffager behelde

fyre Triftram from the top to the too / And there with alle he

departed and came to his lord and told hym how he was an- S

fuerd of fir Triftram
/
And there with alle was made hoftage

on bothe partyes /
and made hit as fure as hit myghte be / that

whether party had the vyctory /
foo to ende

/
And thenne were

bothe hoftes affembled on bothe partyes of the felde withoute

the caftel of Tyntagyl / & ther was none but fir Triftram & fir 10

Elyas armed / Soo whan the poyntement was made they de-

parted in fonder /
and they came to gyders with alle the myght

that their horfes myghte renne / And eyther knyghte fmote o-

ther foo hard that bothe horfes and knyghtes wente to the er-

the / Not for thenne they bothe lyghtely aroos and dreffid the- :s

ir fheldes on their fliolders with naked fwerdes in their han-

des / and they daffhed to gyders that hit femed a flammynge

fyre aboute them
/
Thus they tracyd and trauercyd and hewe

on helmes and hawberkes /
and cutte awaye many cantels of

their fheldes / and eyther wounded other paffynge fore / fo that 20

the bote blood felle freffhly vpon the erthe / ^ And by thenne

they had foughten the mountenaunce of an houre / fir Triftram

waxte faynte and forbledde / and gaf fore a bak / That fawe

fire Elyas / and folowed fyerfly vpon hym / and wounded

hym in many places /
And euer fire Triftram tracyd and tra- 25

uercyd /
and wente froward hym here and there / and couerd

hym with his fhelde as he myghte alle weykely / that alle men
faid he was ouercome / For fir Elyas hadde gyuen hym twen-

ty ftrokes ageynft one / ^ Thenne was there laughyng of the

Seffoyns party and grete dole on Kynge Markys party / 3°

Alias faid the Kynge we are afhamed and deftroyed all for

euer /
for as the book faith fyr Triftram was neuer fo matched

but yf it were fir launcelot / Thus as they ftode and beheld

bothe partyes /
that one party laughynge and the other party

wepynge / Syre Triftram remembryd hym of his lady la bea- 35

le Ifoud that loked vpon hym / And how he was lykely ne-

uer to come in her prefence / Thenne he pulled vp his fhelde that

erft henge ful lowe
/ And thenne he dreffid vp his fhelde vnto
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Elyas / and gaf liyin many faddc flrokcs twenty agcynft one

and alio to brake his flielde and his hauberk / that the hote bl-

od ranne dounc to the erthc / Thcnne beganne kynge Mark to

laughc and alle Cornyfflic men /
and that other party to wepe /

5 And eucr fir Triftram faid to fir Elyas yelde the
/ ^ Thenne

whanne fir Trifiiram fawe hym foo flakkerynge on the groud

he faid fyr Elyas I am ryght fory for the
/

for thou arte a

paffynge good knyghte as euer I mette with alle exccpte fire

Launcelot / ther with alle fir Elyas fylle to the erthe / & there

10 dyed / what flialle I doo faid fir Triftram vnto Kynge marke

for this bataille is at an ende / Thenne they of Elyas party de-

parted / and kynge Marke took of hem many pryfoners to re-

dreffe the harmes and the fcathes that he had of them / and the

remenaunt he fente in to their countrey to borowe oute their fc-

15 lawes / Thenne was fire Triftram ferched and wel helyd / yet

for alle this Kynge Marke wold fayne haue flayne fir Trif-

tram / ^ But for alle that euer fire Triftram fawe or herd by

kynge Marke yet wold he neuer beware of his treafon
/ but e-

uer he wold be there as la Beale Ifoud was

mC Capitulum yyyj
Ow wille we paffe of this mater / and fpeke we of

the harpers that fir Launcelot and fir Dynadan hadde

fente in to Cornewaile /
And at the grete feeft that kyng ma-

rke made for loye that the Seffoyns were putte oute of his

Countrey /
Thenne came Elyas the harper with the lay that

25 Dynadan had made and fecretely broughte hit vnto fir Trif-

tram and told hym the lay that Dynadan had made by ky-

nge Marke / And whan fir Triftram herd hit / he faid O lord

Ihefu that Dynadan can make wonderly wel and ylle / there

as it fhalle be
/ ^ Syr faid Elyas dare I fynge this fonge

30 afore Kynge Marke / ye on my perylle faid fire Triftram / for I

flialle be thy waraunt /
Thenne at the mete cam in Elyas the

harper /
& by caufe he was a curyous harper men herd hym fyn-

ge the fame lay that Dynadan had made / the whiche fpak the

mooft vylony by Kyng Marke of his treafon / that euer man

35 herd / whan the harper had fonge his fonge to the ende / kynge
Marke was wonderly wrothe ^ And fayd / thow
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harper how durft thow be foo bold on thy heede to fynge thys

fonge afore me / Syr faid Elyas wete yow wel I am a myn-
ftrel

/ and I muft doo as I am commauded of thefe lordes that

I here the armes of / And fyre wete ye wel that fir Dynadan
a knyghte of the table round made this fonge / and made me s

to fynge hit afore yow /
Thow fayeft wel fayd kyiige Marke

And by caufe thow arte a mynftral / thow flialt go quyte / but

I charge the hyhe the faft oute of my fyghte / Soo the harper

departed and wente to fir Triftram and told hym how he had

fped / Thenne fyre Triftram lete make letters as goodely as he 10

coude to launcelot and to fire Dynadan / And foo he lete con-

duyte the harper out of the coutrey / but to fay J)' Kyng Mark

was wonderly wrothe he was / for he demed that the lay that

was fonge afore hym was made by fir Triftrams counceylle/

wherfore he thoughte to flee hym /
and alle his wel vvyllars / 15

in that count rey

C Capitulum yyj-'tj

l^-l Ow torne we to another mater that felle bitwene kyng

11 ^ Marke and his broder that was called the good pry-

nce Bodwyne that alle the peple of the countrey loued paffy-

nge wel
/ So hit befelle on a tyme that the mefcreaunts Sa- 20

rafyns londed in the countreye of Cornevvaile foone after the-

fe Seffoyns were gone / And thcne the good prynce Boudw-

yne at the landynge he areyfed the countrey pryuely and ha-

ftly / And or hit were day / he lete put wylde fyre in thre of his

owne fhyppes / and fodenly he pulled vp the fayle / And with 25

the wynde he made tho fliyppes to be dryucn among the nauyc
of the Sarafyns / And to make lliortc tale tho thre fliippcs fet

on fyre alle the fliippes that none were faued / And atte poynt
of the day the good prynce Boudwyn with all his felaufliip
fette on the mefcrcauntes with flioutes and cryes and flewe 30

to the nombre of xl / M / and lefte none on lyue / whan kynge
Marke wyft this he was wonderly wrothe that his broder fli-

old Wynne fuche worfliip / And by caufe this prynce was bet-

ter byloued than he in all that countrey / And that al fo Boud-

wyn loued wel fir Triftram / therfore he thoughte to flee hym 35
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And tlius hallly as a man oiitc of his wyttc he fciite for pr-

ynce boudwyn /
& Anglidcs his wyf / & bad them brynge theyrc

yonge fone with them that lie myght fee hym / Allc this he dyd
to the entente to flee the child as wel as his fader / for he was

5 the falfeft traitour that euer was borne
/

Alias for his goode-

nes and for his good dcdes this gentyl prynce Boudwyn
was flayne / Soo whan he came with his wyf Anglydes the

Kynge made them fayre femblaunt tyl they had dyned /

And whanne they had dyned / Kynge Marke fente for his

10 broder and faid thus / Broder how fpedde yow whan the mef-

creaunts aryued by yow / me femeth hit had be youre parte to

haue fente me word that I myght hauc ben at that lourneye

for it had ben reafon that I had had the honour and not you

Syre faid the Prynce Boudwyn it was foo that and I had

15 taryed tyl that I had fente for yow / tho myfcreauntes hadde

deflroyed my countrey / Thou lyeft fals traytour faid Kynge
IMarke / for thou arte euer aboute for to wynne worfhip from

me
/
and put me to dilhonour / and thow cheryft that I hate /

And there with he flrokc hym to the hert with a daggar / that

20 he neuer after fpake word / Thenne the lady Anglydes made

grete dole and fwouned / for flie fawe her lord flayne afore her

face
/
Thenne was there no more to doo but prynce Boudwyn

was defpoylled and brought to buryels / But Anglydes pry-

uely gat her hufbandes dobblet and his flierte / and that flie

23 kepte fecretely / Thenne was there moche forowe and cryenge /

and grete dole made fir Triftram / fir Dynas /
fir Fergus / and

fo dyd alle knyghtes that were there / for that prynce was paf-

fyngly wel byloued / Soo la Beale Ifoud fente vnto An-

glydes the prynce Boudwyns wyf and badde her auoydc lys-

jo tely or els her yonge fone Alyfander le Orphelyn fliold be fla-

ye / whanne flie herd this /
flie took her hors and her child / and

rode with fuche poure men as durfb ryde with her /

C Capitulum yyyiij

mot withrtandynge whan Kyng Marke had done this

dedc
/ yet he thought to doo more vengeaunce / and with
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his fwerd in his hand / he fought from chamber to chamber to

feke Anglydes and her yonge fone / And when flie was myfle /

he called a good knyghte that hyghtc Sadok / and charged

hym by payne of dethe to fetche Anglydes ageyne / and her yo-

nge fone / So fyre Sadok departed /and rode after Anglydes / 5

And within ten myle he ouertoke her / and badde her tome a-

geyne and ryde with hym to Kyngc Marke / Alias fair kny^l
file faid / what flialle ye wynne by my fones deth or by myn / I

haue hadde ouer moche harme and to grete a loffe / Madame
faid Sadok / of your loffe is dole and pyte / but madame faid 10

Sadok wold ye departc oute of this countrey with your fone /

and kepe hym tyl he be of age / that he may reuenge his faders

dethe / thenne wold I fuffer yow to departe from me / Soo ye pro-

myfe me to reuenge the dethe of prynce Boudwyn / A gentyl

knyght Ihefu thanke the / and yf euer my fone Alyfaunder le 15

Orphelyn lyue to be a knyght / he Ihal haue his faders dobblel

and his fhert with the blody markes / and I fhalle gyuc hym
fuche a charge that he flialle remembre hit whyles he lyueth /

And there with al Sadok departed from her / and eyther by-
toke other to god ^ And when Sadok came to kyng 20

Marke he told hym feythfuUy that he had drouned yong Aly-
fander her fone / and therof kynge Marke was ful gladde /

^ Now torne we vnto Anglydes that rode bothe nyghte and

day by aduenture oute of Corncwaile
/ and lytyl and in fewe

places fhe refled / but euer fhe drewe fouthward to the fee fyde / 25

tyl by fortune flie came to a cartel that is called Magouns / &
now hit is called Arundel in fouthfex / and the Coneftable or

the caftel welcomed her and faid flie was welcome to her owne
cartel

/ and there was Anglydes worfliipfully receyued / for the

Conertables wyf was nyghe her cofyn / and the Conertables 30

name was Belangere / and that fame Coneftable told Angly-
des that the fame Cartel was hers by ryght enherytaunce /
Thus Anglydes endured yeres and wynters tyl Alyfander
was bygge and ftronge / there was none foo wyght in all that

Countrey / neyther there was none that myghte doo no manere 35

of mayrtry afore hym /
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C Capitulum yyyiiij

/^i^ Hennc vpon a day Bellangere the Coneftable came lo

/ I Anglydes and fayd Madame it were tyme my lord

^^1^ Alyfander were made kny3t / for he is a paffyng ftrong

yongc man / Syre faid flie I wold he were made knyghte /

5 But thcnne muft I yeue hym the mooft charge that euer fyn-

ful moder gaf to her childe / Doo as ye lyfte fayd Bellange-

re / and I flialle gyue hym warnynge that he flialle be maade

knyght / Now hit wyl be wel done that he may be made knyglit

at ourc lady day in lente / Be hit foo faid Anglydes / and I

10 pray yow make redy therfore / Soo came tlic Coneftable to A-

lyfander and told hym that he fliold at cure lady in lente be

made knyghte / I thanke god faid Alyfander thefe are the beft

tydynges that euer came to me / Thenne the Coneftable ordey-

ned twenty of the gretteft gentylmens fones and the beft born

'5 men of the countrey that fliold be maade knyghtes that fame

day that Alyfander was made knyght / Soo on the fame daye
that Alyfander and his twenty felavves were made Knygh-
tes / at the offrynge of the maffe there came Anglydes vnto her

fone and fayd thus / ^ O fayre fwete fone I charge the vpon
:o rny bleffynge and of the hyghe ordre of chyualry that thou ta-

keft here this day / that thow vnderftande what I fhalle faye /

and charge the with alle / There with alle the pulled out a blo-

dy dobblet and a blody flierte that were bebledde with old blo-

od
/ whanne Alyfaunder fawe this / he ftarte abak and waxed

25 paale / and fayd fayre moder what maye this meane / I fliall

telle the fayre fone / this was thyne ovvne faders dobblett and

fherte that he ware vpon hym that fame daye that he was fla-

yne / and there flie told hym why and wherfore / And hou for

his goodenes kynge Marke flcwe hym with his daggar afore

30 myn owne eyen / And therfor this flialle be your charge that I

I fhalle gyue the

mC Capltulum yyyv

Ow I requyrc the / and charge the vpon my bleffyng
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and vpon the hyghe ordre of kny5thode that thow be reuengyd

vpon k-ynge Marke for the dethe of thy fader / and there with

all fhe fwouned / Thenne Alyfander lepte to his moder / and

took her vp in his armcs and fayd Fair moder ye haue gyuen
me a grete charge / and here I promyfe yow I flialle be auen- s

gyd vpon Kynge Marke / whanne that I may / and that I

promyfe to god and to yow ^ Soo this feeft was

endyd / and the coneftabyl by the aduyfe of anglydes lete pur-

ueye that Alyfander was wel horfed and harneyfid / Thenne
he lufled with his twenty felawes that were made knyghtes 10

with hym / but for to make a fiiorte tale he ouerthrewe alle tho

twenty that none myght withftande hym a buffet / ^ Thenne
one of tho Knyghtes departed vnto Kynge Marke / and told

hym alle how Alyfander was maade Knyghte / and alle the

charge that his moder gaf hym as ye haue herd afore tyme 15

^ Alias fals treafon faid Kynge Marke I wende that yo-

nge traitour had ben dede / Alias whome may I trufle / And
there with alle kynge Marke took a fwerd in his hand

/ and

foughte fire Sadok from chamber to chamber to flee hym /

^ Whanne fir Sadok fawe kynge Marke come with his fuerd 20

in his hand
/
he fayd thus / Beware Kynge Marke and come

not nyghe me / for wete thow wel that I faued Alyfander his

lyf / of whiche I neuer repente me / for thow falfly and co-

wardly flewe his fader Boudwyn traytourly for his good
dedes / wherfore I pray almyghty Ihefu fende Alyfander my- 25

ghte and ftrengthe to be reuengyd vpon the / and now beware

Kynge Marke of yonge Alyfander / for he is made a knyghte /

^ Alas faid Kynge Marke that euer I fliold here a tray-
tour faye foo afore me / ^ And there with foure Knyghtes of

kynge Markes drewe theire fwerdes to flee fyre Sadok
/ but 30

anone fir Sadok flewe hem alle in Kynge Markes prefence /
And thenne fire Sadok paft forthe in to his chamber

/ and to-

ke his hors and his harneis / and rode on his waye a good
paas / For there was neyther fyre Triftram / neyther fyre Dy-
nas nor fyre Fergus that wold fir Sadok ony euylle wylle / 35

C Thenne was Kynge Marke wrothe / and thoughte to deftro-

ye fyre Alyfander and fyre Sadok that had faued hym / for

kynge Marke dredde and hated Alifander mooft of ony man
[l"*" ^3;] D il
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lyuynge whannc fir Triflram vndcrAood that Alyfander was

made knyghte /
Anone forth with alle he fente hym a letter pra-

yenge hym and chargynge hym that he wold drawe hym to

the Courte of Kynge Arthur /
and that he putte hym in the ru-

5 le and in the handes of fire Launcelot

^ Soo this letter was fente to Alyfander from his cofyn fyr

Triftram
/
And at that tyme he thought to doo after his com-

maundemcnt / Thcnne k-ynge Mark called a knyght that bro-

ughte hym the tydynges from Alyfander / and badde hym a-

10 byde flylle in that countrey / Syre fayd that knyght foo mufte

I doo /
for in myn owne countrey I dare not come / No force

faid Kynge Marke
/

I fhalle gyue the here double as moche

landes as euer thow haddeft of thyne owne / But within (hort

fpace fir Sadok mette with that fals knyght / and fiewe hym
15 Thenne was Kynge Marke wode wrothe outc of mefiire

^ Thenne he fente vnto Ouene Morgan le fay / and to the que-
ne of Northgalys prayenge them in his letters that they two

forcereffes wold fette alle the countrey in fyre with ladyes

that were enchauntreffes / And by fuche that were daungerous
20 knyghtes as Malgryn Breufe faunce pyte / that by no meane

Alyfander le Orphelyn fhold efcape / but outher he fliold be

taken or flayne / This ordenaunce made kyng Marke for to def-

troye Alyfander

C Capitulum yyyvj

mOw
torne we ageyne vnto fire Alyfander that at his

departynge his moder toke with hym his faders blody
flierte / Soo that he bare with hym alweyes tylle hys

dethe daye in tokenynge to thynke on his faders dethe

^ Soo was Alyfander purpofed to ryde to london by the cou-

ceille of fire Triftram to fyre Launcelot / And by fortune he

30 wente by the fee fyde / and rode wronge / and there he wanne at

a turnement the gree / that Kynge Carados made / And there

he fmote doune Kynge Carados and twenty of his knyghtes
and alfo fire Safere a good knyght that was fire Palomydes
broder the good knyght / f[ Alle this fawe a damoyfel / and
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favve the bell knyghte lufte that euer he fawe
/
And euer as

he fmote doune knyghtes /
he made them to fwere to were none

harneis in a twelue monethe and a day / This is wel fayd /

faide Morgan le fay /
this is the knyght that I wold fayne

fee / And foo flie took her palfroy and rode a grete whyle / and 5

thenne flie refted her in her paueh'one / So there came four kn-

yghtes two were armed and two were vnarmed / and they

told Morgan le fay their names / the fyrft was Elyas de go-

meret / the fecond was Carde Gomoret / tho were armed
/ that

other tweyne were of Camylyard / cofyns vnto Ouene Gue- 10

neuer
/ and that one hy5t Guy / and that other hyght Garaut

tho were vnarmed
/ There thefe four Knyghtes told IMorgan

le fay how a yonge knyghte had fmyten them doune before a

Caftel
/ For the mayden of that Cartel faid that he was but

late made knyghte and yonge / But as we fuppofe but yf hit '5

were fire Triftram or fire Launculot or fire Lamorak the good

kny5 there is none that m\-;t fytte hym a buffet with a fpere/

Well faid Morgan le fay I flialle mete that knyght or it be

longe tyme / and he dwelle in that countre}'

^ Soo torne we to the damoyfell of the Caflel that whanne 20

Alyfander le Orphclyn hadde foriufled the four Knyghtes flie

called hym to her and faid thus
/ Syre knyghte wolt thou for

my fake lufte and fyghte with a knyghte for my fake of this

countrey that is and hath ben long tyme an euyll neyghbour
to me /

his name is Malgryne / and he wyllc not fuffer me 25

to be maryed in no maner wyfe for all that I can doo / or ony

knyght for my fake
/

^ Damoyfel faid Alyfander and he come whyles I am he-

re I wylle fyghte with hym /
and my poure body for your fa-

ke I wille leoparde / And there with alle flie fente for hym / 30

for he was at her commaundcment / And whan eyther hadde a

fyghte of other
/ they made hem redy for to lufle / and they cam

to gyder egerly / and Malgryn bryfed his fpere vpon Alyfan-
der / and alifander fmote hym ageyne fo hard that he bare hym
quyte from his fadcU to the erthe

/ But this Malgryne aroos
,-;5

lyghtly and dreffid his fiield and drewe his fuerd / and badde

hym aly3te / fayCg thou;, thou haue the better of me on horflDak
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thow fhalt fynde that I flialle endure lyke a knyght on foot

It is vvel faid faid Alyfander / and foo lyghtly he auoydcd
his hors and bitoke hym to his varlet

/
And thenne they raf-

flied to gyders lyke two bores and leyd on their helmes and

S fheldes long tyme by the fpace of thre houres that neuer man
coude faye whiche was the better Knyghte

0^ And in the meanc whyle came Morgan le fay to the damoy-
fel of the Caftel /

and they beheld the bataylle / But this mal-

gryne was an olde roted Knyghte / and he was called one of

10 the daungerous knyghtes of the world to doo bataille on foot

but on horfbak there were many better /
And euer this Mal-

grjme awayted to flee Alyfander / and foo wounded hym won-

derly fore / that it was merueylle that euer he myghte ftande
/

for he had bledde foo moche blood / for Alyfander fought wyld-

15 ly and not wyttely / And that other was a felonous kny3te
and awayted hym /

and fmote hym fore / And fomtyme they

rafflied to gyders with their flieldes lyke two bores or rammes

and fylle grouelynge bothe to the erthe /

^ Now knyghte fayd Malgryn hold thy hand a whyle / &
20 telle me what thow arte / I wylle not faid Alyfander / but yf

me lyft / But telle me thy name / and why thow kepeft thys

countrey / or els thow fhalt dye of my handes / wete thow well

fayd Malgryne that for this maydens loue of this Caftel I

haue flayne ten good knyghtes by myfliap / and by outerage

25 and orgulytc of my felf I haue flayne ten other knyghtes /

Soo god me helpe fayd Alyfander this is the fovvleft confef-

fyon that euer I herd knyghte make / nor neuer herd I fpeke

of other men of fuche a fliameful confeffion / wherfore hit were

grete pyte & grete fliame vnto me that I fliold lete the lyue on)-

30 lenger / therfore kepe the as wel as euer thow mayft /
for as I

am true knyghte eyther thow fhalte flee me or els I flial flee

the / I promyfe the feythfully

^ Thenne they laffhed to gyders fyerfly / And at the laft A-

lyfander fmote Malegryne to the erthe / And thenne he racyd

35 of his helme
/ and fmote of his hede lyghtely /

^ And whanne he hadde done and ended this bataille / anone

he called to hym his varlet the whiche brought hym his hors

And thene he wenyng to be ftrong ynou5 wold haue mouted
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And foo Ihe leyd fire Alyfander in an hors lyttar and ledde

hym in to the Cartel / for he he had no foote ne my5t to ftande

vpon the erthe / for he had fyxtene grete woundes / and in efpc-

cyal one of them was lyke to be his dethe /

C Capitulum yyyvii

/^M^ Henne Ouene Morgan le fay ferched his woundes / 5

i
\

and gaf fuche an oynement vnto hym that he fliold ha-

^^^ ue dyed /
And on the morne whanne rtie came to hym

he camplayned hym fore /
And thennc fhe put other oynements

vpon hym /
And thenne he was out of his payne /

Thenne cam

the damoyfel of the Caftel and faid vnto Morgan le fay / I 10

pray yow helpe me that this Knyghte myghte wedde me
/ for

he hath wonne me with his handes / ye flialle fee faid Morgan

le fay what I fhalle faye Thenne Morgan le fay wente vnto

Alyfander and bad in ony wyfe that he Hiold refufe this lady

and flie defyre to wedde yow / for fhe is not for yow / Soo the 15

damoyfel came and defyred of hym maryage / damoyfel fayd

Orphelyn I thanke yow but as yet I cafte me not to marye

in this countrey / Syre flie faid fythen ye will not mary me
/

I

pray yow in foo moche as ye haue wonne me that ye wyl gyue

me to a Knyghte of this countrey that hath ben my frende
/ & 20

loued me many yeres / with alle my herte faid Alyfander I

wylle affente therto / Thenne was the Kny3te fente for / his na-

me was Geryne le grofe /
And anone he made them hand faft /

and wedded them /
Thenne came Ouene Morgan le fay to A-

lyfander and badde hym aryfe and putte hym in an hors lyttar 25

and gaf hym fuche a drynke that in thre dayes and thre nygh-

tes he waked neuer but flepte /
and foo flie brought hym to her

owne caftel that at that tymc was called la Beale regard /

Thenne Morgan le fay came to Alyfander and afked hym yf

he wold fayne be hole / who wold be feke faid Alyfander and he 30

myghte be hole
/
wel faid Morgan le fay thenne flialle ye pro-

myfe me by youre knyghthode that this daye twelue monethe

and a daye yc fhalle not paffe the compas of thys Caftel / and

withoute doubte ye flialle lyghtely be hole /
I affente faid fire
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Alyfaundcr / And there he made Iicr a promyfe / thciine was he

foone hole / And whanne Alyfander was hole / thenne he repen-

tyd hym of his othe /
for he myghte not be reuenged vpon ky-

ngc Marke / Ryght foo there came a damoyfel that was cofyn

5 to the Erie of pafe /
and flie was cofyn to Morgan le fay /

and

by ryght that cartel of la Beale regard fliold haue ben hers

by true enherytauncc / Soo this damoyfel entred in to this caf-

tel / where lay Alyfander / and there Hie fond hym vpon his bed

paffynge heuy and alle fad

C Capitulum yyyviii

lo ^^ ^ Yre knyghte faid the damoyfel / and ye wold be mery

^^^^ I coudc telle yow good tydynges /
wel were me faid

Alyfander /
and I myghte here of good tydynges / for now I

ftand as a pryfoner by my promyfe / S}'r flie fayd wete ye wel

that ye be a pryfoner and werfe than j-e wene
/

for mj- lady

15 my cofyn Ouene Morgan le fay kepeth yow here for none o-

ther entente but for to doo her pleafyr with yow whan hit ly-

ked her / O Ihefu defende me faid Alyfander from fuche plea-

fyr for I had leuer cuttc away my hangers than I wold do

her fuche pleafyr / As Ihefu hclpe me faid the damoyfel / and

20 ye wold loue me and be ruled by me I flialle make yoiire de-

lyueraunce with your worfiiyp / Telle me faid Alyfander / by
what meane / and ye flialle haue my loue

/ fayre knyghte fa_\d

flie
/

this caftel of ryght ought to be myn / And I haue an vn-

kel the whiche is a mj'ghty Erie / he is Erie of pafe / and of al

25 folkes he hateth mooft Morgan le fay /
and I flialle fende vn-

to hym /
and praye hym for my fake to deftroye this caftel / for

the euylle cuftommes that ben vfcd therin / And thenne w}'ne

he come and fette wylde fyre on euery parte of the caftel
/ and

I fhalle gete yow oute at a pryuy pofterne /
and there fliall ye

30 haue your hors and your harneis / )-e fay wel damoyfel fayd

Alyfander /
and thenne flie fayd ye may kepe the rome of thys

Caftel this tweluc moneth / and a day /
thenne brcke yc not yo-

ur othe / Truly fayr damoyfel faid Alyfander yc faye fothe /

And thenne he kyftc her and dyd to her plefaunce as it plea-

35 fed them bothe at tj'mes and leyfers / Soo anone flic fent vnto
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her vnkel and badde hym come and deftroye that caftel /
for as

the book faith / he wold haue deftroyed that cartel afore tyme/

had not that damoyfel ben
/
Whanne the Erie vnderftood her let-

ters /
he fente her word ageyne that on fuche a day he wold co-

me and deftroye that caftel /
Soo whan that day came flie flie- 5

wed Alyfander a pofterne where thorou he fliold flee in to a

gardyn /
and there he fliold fynde his armour and his hors /

Whanne the day came that was fette thydder came the erle of

pafe with four honderd knyghtes / and fette on fyre all the par-

tyes of the caftel /
that or they feaced they lefte not a ftone ftan- 10

dynge /
And alle this whyle that the fyre was in the Caftell/

he abode in the gardyn /
And whan the fyre was done / he lete

make a crye that he wold kepe that pyece of crthe /
there as the

caftel of la beale regard was a twelue monethe and daye /

from alle manere knyghtes that wold come / Soo hit happed 15

there was a duke that hy5te Aufirus /
and he was of the kyn

of fir launcelot /
And this knyght was a grete pylgrym /

for

euery thyrdde yere he wold be at Iherufalem /
And by caufe he

vfed alle his lyf to goo in pylgremage men called hym duke

Anferus the pylgrym /
And this duke had a dou5ter that hy3t 20

Alys that was a paffyng fayre woman /
And by caufe of her

fader flie was called Alys la beale pylgrym /
And anone as

flie herd of this crye /
flie wente vnto Arthurs courte & fayd o-

penly in heryng of many knyghtes /
that what Knyghte maye

ouercome that Knyght that kepeth the pyece of erthe flial ha- 25

ue me and alle my landes /
whan the Knyghtes of the round

table herd her faye thus / many were gladde /
for flie was paffy-

nge fayre and of grete rentes / Ryght fo flie lete crye in cartels

and townes as fafte on her fyde as as Alyfander dyd on his

fyde /
Thenne flie dreffid her pauelione rtreyghte by the pyece of 30

the erthe that Alyfander kepte / So flie was not fo foone there/

but there came a Knyght of Arthurs courte that hyghte Sa-

gramore le defyrus /
and he proferd to lurte with Alyfander / &

they encountred
/
and Sagramorc le defyrus bryfed his fpere

vpon fire Alyfander /
but fire Alj'fander fmote hym foo harde 35

that he auoyded his fadel / And whanne la Beale Alys fawe

hym lufte foo wel
/ fhe thought hym a paffynge goodly kny5t

on horflaak /
And thenne flie lepte oute of her pauelione /

& toke
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fir Alyfandcr by the brydel / and thus flic fayd / fayre knyght
I requyre the of tliy knyghthode / fliewe me thy vyfage / I dar

wel faid Alyfandcr flicwc my vyfage / And thcnnc he put of

his helme / and llie fawc his vyfage / flie faid / O fwete Ihefu/

S the I mufl louc / and ncuer other / thenne fliewe me your vy-

fage faid he /

C Capitulum yyyiy

^^i^ Henne flic vnwympclcd her vyfage / And vvhanne he

/ 1 fawe her / he faid here haue I fond my loue and my
^^g^ lady / Truly fayre lady faid he I promyfe yow to be

10 your knyghte / and none other that bercth the lyf / Now gentil

knyghte faid flie telle me your name / My name is faid he A-

lyfander le Orphelyn /
Now damoyfel telle me your name fayd

he / my name is faid flie / Alys la beale pilggrym /
And whan

we be more at oure hertes eafe both ye and I fhalle telle other

15 of what blood we be come / Soo there was grete loue betwyxe
them / And as they thus talked / there came a Knyghte that

hyghte Harfoufe le Berbufe and axed parte of fir Alyfan-

ders fperes / Thenne fire Alyfandcr encountred with hym / and

at the fyrfl fir Alyfandcr fmote hym ouer his hors croupe /

20 And thenne there came another knyghte that hy5t fire Hew-

gon / And fire Alyfandcr fmote hym doune as he dyd that o-

ther
/
Thenne fire Heugon profered to do bataille on foote / fyre

Alyfandcr ouercame hym with thre ftrokes / and there wold ha-

ue flayne hym had he not yelded hym / Soo thenne Alifander

25 made bothe tho Knyghtes to fwere to were none armour in a

twelue moneth and a day / Thenne fire Alifander aly3te doun

and wente to refte hym and repofe hym / Thenne the damoyfell

that halp fire Alyfandcr cute of the caflel in her play told

Alys all to gyder how he was pryfoner in the caftel of la bea-

30 le regard / and there flie told her how flie gat hym cute of pry-

fon
/ Syr faid Alys la Beale pylgrym me femeth ye ar moche

bcholdynge to this mayden / that is trouth faid fir Alyfandcr /

And there Alys told hym of what blood flic was come /

Syre wete ye wel flie faid that I am of the blood of Kynge
35 Ban that was fader vnto fir Launcclot ye wys fayr lady fa-

yd Alyfandcr my moder told me that my fader was broder

[leaf 23S verso]



Sooftr.] [ 477 ] [Cbap. mfr.

vnto a kynge / and I am nyghe cofyn vnto fire Triflram /
Thc-

ne this whyle came there thre knyghtes / that one hy5t Vayns /

and the other hyght Haruys de le marches /
and the thyrdde

hyght Peryn de la montayne / and with one fpere fire Alyfan-

der fmote them doune alle thre / and gaf them fuche fallys / that 5

they hadde no lyfte to fyghte vpon foote / Soo he made them to

fwere to were none armes in a tvvelue moneth / Soo whannc

they were departed fire Alyfander beheld his lady Alys on

hors bak as he ftood in her pauelione / And thenne was he foo

enamoured vpon her that he wyft not whether he were on horf- 10

bak or on foote / Ryght fo came the fals Knyght fyr Mordred

and fawe fir Alyfander was affoted vpon his lady / and ther-

with alle he took his hors by the brydcl /
and ledde hym here &

there / and had call to haue ledde hym oute of that place to ha-

ue fliamed hym /
whanne the damoyfel that halpe hym out of 15

that Caftel fawe how fliamcfully he was ledde
/
Anone flie le-

te arme her and fette a flielde vpon her fliolder / And ther with

file mounted vpon his hors / and gatte a naked fvverd in her

hand / and flic threft vnto Alyfander with alle her myght / and

flie gaf hym fuche a buffet that he thought the fyre flewe oute 20

of his eyen / And whanne Alyfander felte that flroke he loked

about hym / and drewe his fwerd / And whan he fawe that flie

fledde / and foo dyd Mordred in to the foreft / and the damoyfel

fledde in to the pauelione / So whanne Alyfander vnderftood

hym felf how the fals knyght wold haue fhamed hym / hadde 25

not the damoyfel ben
/ thenne was he wrothe with hym felf that

fyre Mordred was foo efcaped his handes / But thenne fire

Alyfander and Alys hadde good game at the damoyfel hou

fadly flie hytte hym vpon the helme / ^ Thenne fir Alyfander

lufted thus day by day / and on foot he dyd many batails with 30

many knyghtes of kynge Arthurs court and with many kn-

yghtes ftraungers / therfore to telle alle the batails that he did

it were ouer moche to reherfe / for euery day within that tvvelue

moneth he had adoo with one Knyght or with other / and fome

day he had adoo with thre or with fourc / And there was neuer 35

knyght that putte hym to the werfe / & at the tvvelue monethes

ende he departed with his lady Alys la beale pylgrym / and

the damoyfel wold neuer goo from hym / and foo they went in
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to theyr countrey of Benoye / and lyucd there in grcte loyc /

J5
C Capitulum yl

Vt as the book fayth / kyiig marke wold neuer (lynte

tyll he had flayne hym by treafon/ /and by Alys he

gat a child that hyght Bellengerus le Beufe / and by good
j fortune he came to the courtc of Kynge Arthur / and preued

a paffynge good Knyghte / and he reuenged his faders dethe

for the fals Kynge Markc flewe bothe fyre Triftram & Aly-

fander falfiy and felonfly / and hit happed fo that Alyfander

hadde ncuer grace ne fortune to come to Kynge Arthurs court

10 For and he had comen to fire launcelot alle knyghtes fayd /

that knewe hym /
he was one of the ftrengeft knyghtes that

was in Arthurs dayes /
and grete dole was made for hym

Soo lete we of hym paffe and torne we to another tale

So hit befelle that fire Galahalt the haute prynce was lord of

15 the countrey of Surlufe / wherof came many good knyghtes /

And this noble prynce was a paffynge good man of armes

and euer he helde a noble felaufhyp to gyders / And thenne he

came to Arthurs court /
& told hym his entent

/
how this was

his wyll /
how he wold lete crye a luftes in the coutrey of Sur-

20 lufe / the whiche countrey was within the landes of kynge Ar-

thur / and there he axed leue to lete crye a luftes / I wyl gy-

ue yow leue faid Kynge Arthur / But wete thow wel fayd

Kynge Arthur / I maye not be there / Syre faid Ouene Gue-

neuer pleafe hit you to gyue me leue to be at that lufles / with

25 ryght good wille faid Arthur / for fire Galahalt the haute

prynce fhall haue yow in gouernaunce / Syr faid Galahalt I

wille as ye wylle / fir thenne the quene I wille take with me
and fuche knyghtes as pleafen me beft / do as yc lyft faid ky-

nge Arthur / So anone fhe commaunded fire Launcelot to ma-

30 ke hym redy with fuche knyghtes as he thought beft / Soo in e-

uery good towne and caftel of this land was made a crye /

that in the countrey of Surlufe fyre Galahalt fholde make a

luftes that fliold lafte eyghte dayes / And how the haute pr-

ynce with the help of Ouene Gueneuers knyghtes fliold lufte
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ageyne alle manere of men that wold come / vvhanne this crye

was knovven / kynges and prynces /
dukes and Erles / Ba-

rons and noble knyghtes made them rcdy to be at that luftes

And at the daye of luftyng there came in fire Uynadan / dif-

guyfed / and dyd many grete dedes of armes 5

C Capituluiu ylj

/^^^Ilenne at the requeft of Ouene Gueneuer and of ky-

/ \ nge Bagdemagus / fir Laucelot came in to the rayeng

^^j^ but he was defguyfed /
and that was the caufe that fe-

we folke knewe hym / and there mette with hym fir Ector de

marys his owne broder / and eyther brake their fperes vpon lo

other to theyr handes / And thenne eyther gate another fpere /

And thenne fire launcelot fmote doune fyr Eftor de marys his

owne broder /
That fawe fire Blcoberys /

and he fmote fir laun-

celot fuche a buffet vpon the helme that he wyft not wel where

he was /
Thenne fir launcelot was wrothe /

and fmote fir Ble- '5

oberys fo fore vpon the helme that his hede bowed doune back-

ward /
And he fmote efte another buffet that he auoyded his

fadel /
and foo he rode by /

and threft forth to the thyckeft /
whan

the kynge of Northgalys fawe fire E6tor and Bleoberys lye

on the ground / thenne was he wroth /
for they came on his par- 20

ty ageynft them of Surlufe / So the kynge of Northgalys ran

to fire Launcelot / and brake a fpere vpon hym all to pyeces

There with fire Launcelot ouertook the kynge of Northgalys

and fmote hym fuche a buffet on the helme with his fuerd that

he made hym to auoyde his hors / and anone the kyng was hor- -5

fed ageyne /
So bothe the kynge Bagdemagus and the kyng

of Northgalys party hurled to other
/
and thenne beganne a

ftronge medle / but they of Northgalys were ferre bygger
Whanne fire launcelot fawe his party goo to the werft / he th-

range in to the thyckeft prees with a fuerd in his hand
/
& 30

there he fmote doune on the ryght hand and on the lyft hand

and pulled doune knyghtes and racyd of their helmes that

alle men hadde wonder that euer one knyght myghte doo fuch

dedes of armes / whanne fire Mellegaunt that was fone vnto

kyng Bagdemagus faw how fir Launcelot ferd / he merueiled 35
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gretely / And whan he vnderftood that it was he / he wyft wcl

that he was defgu)-fed for his fake / Thenne fire Malegcaunt

prayd a Knyghte to flee fir launcelots hors outhcr with fuerd

or with fpere / At that tymc Kynge Bagdemagus mette wyth
S a Knyghte that hyght Saufcyfe a good knyghte / to whom he

fayd / Now fayr Saufe>fc encounter with my fonc Malege-

aunt /
and g}'ue hym large payment / for I wold he were well

beten of thy handcs that he m}-ghte departe oute of this feld
/

And thenne fir Saufeyfe encountred with fyre Malegeaunt /

10 and e\-ther fmote other doune / And thcne they fought on fo-

te / and there Saufeyfe had wonne fyre Malegeaunt / hadde not

there come refcowes / So thenne the haute prynce blewe to lod-

gynge / And euery knyghte vnarmed hym / and wente to the

grete fceft / ^ Thenne in the meane whyle there came a damoy-
15 fel to the haute prynce / and complayned that there was a kn-

yghte that hyght Goncryes that withhelde her alle her landes

Thenne the knyghte was there prefente and cafte his gloue to

hym or to any that wold fyghte in her name / Soo the damoy-
fel took vp the gloue alle heuyly for defautc of a champyon /

20 Thenne there came a varlct to her and fayd damoyfel / wille ye
doo after me /

ful fayne faid the damoyfel / thenne goo )e vnto

fuche a knyght that lyeth here befyde in an ermytage / and that

foloweth the queftyng beft / and pray hym to take the bataille

vpon hym / and anone I wote wel he wille graunte yow /

25 ^ So anone flie took her palfroy / and within a whyle flie fond

that knyght that was fire Palomydes / And whan fhe requy-

red hym / he armed hym and rode with her / and made her to go
to the haute prynce /

and to afke leuc for her kynght to doo ba-

tail / I wille wel faid the haute prynce / Thenne the knyghtes

30 were redy in the feld to lufle on horfbak / and eyther gatte a

fpere in their handes and mette foo fyerfly to gyders that the-

ir fperes alle to flieuerd /
Thenne they flange out fwerdes /

and

fyr Palomydes fmote fire Gonereys doune to the erthe / And
thenne he racyd of his helme and fmote of his hede / Thenne

35 they wente to foupcr / and the damoyfel loued Palomydes as

peramour / but the book faith flie was of his kyn / Soo thenne

Palomydes defguyfed hym felf in this manere / in his flielde

he bare the queflynge beeft and in alle his trappours / ^ And
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whanne he was thus redy / he fente to the haute prynce to gyuc

hym leue to lufte with other knyghtes /
but he was adoubted

of fire launcclot / The haute prynce fente hym word ageyne /

that he fhold be welcome / and that fyre Launcelot fhold not

lufte with hym / Thenne fire Galahalt the haute prynce letc 5

crye what knyght fomeuer he were that fmote doune fir Palo-

mydes (hold haue his damoyfel to hym felf /

C Capitulum ylij

^JBT^ Ere begynneth the fecond daye /
anone as fire Palomy-

IJ^ des came in to the felde / fyr Galahalt the haute prynce

H^^was at the raunge ende
/
and mette with fire Palomy- 10

des / and he with hym with grete fperes /
And thenne they cam

foo hard to gyders that their fperes alle to Iheuered /
But fyr

Galahalt fmote hym foo hard thai he bare hym backward ouer

his hors / but yet he loft not his ftyropes / ^ Thenne they drewe

their fwerdes and lafflied to gydcr many fadde flrokes /
that 15

many worfliipful knyghtes lefte their befynes to behold them

But at the laft fire Galahalt the haut prynce fmote a ftroke

of myghte vnto Palomydes fore vpon the helme / but the helme

was foo hard that the fwerd myght not byte but flypped and

fmote of the hede of the hors of fir Palomydes / whan the haut 20

prynce wyft and fawe the good knyght falle vnto the erthe /

he was afhamed of that ftroke / And there with he alyghte

doune of his owne hors / and prayd the good knyghte Palo-

mydes to take that hors of his yefte / and to forgyue hym that

dede / Syre faid Palomydes I thanke yow of your grete good- 25

nes / for euer of a man of worfliip /
a knyghte fhalle neuer ha-

ue difworfhip /
and foo he mounted vpon that hors

/
and the

haute prynce had another anone / Now faid the haute prynce

I relece to yow that maiden / for ye haue wonne her / A faid pa-

lomydes the damoyfel and I be at your commaundement / So 3°

they departed and fire Galahalt dyd grete dedes of armes /

And ryght foo came Dynadan / and cncountred with fyr Ga-

lahalt /
and eyther came to other fo fall with theire fperes that

their fperes brak to their handes /
But Dynadan had wende

the haute prynce had ben more wery than he was / And thenne 35
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he fmote many faddc llrokes at the haute prynce / but whan dy-

nadan fawe he myght not gete hym to the erthe / he faid My lo-

rd I pray yow leue me / and take another / the haute prynce

knewe not Dynadan / and Icfte goodely for his fayr wordes /

5 And foo they departed / but foone there came another / and told

the haute prynce that hit was Dynadan /
for foth fayd the pry-

nce therfor am 1 hcuy that he is foo efcaped from me / for with

his mockes and lapes / now fhalle I neuer haue done with

hym / And thenne Galahalt rode fafl after hym / and bad hym
10 abyde Dynadan for kynge Arthurs fake / Nay faid Dynadan

foo god me helpe we mete no more to gyder this daye / Thenne

in that wrathe the haute prynce mette with Melyagaunt / and

he fmote hym in the throte that and he had fallen his neck had

broken / and with the fame fpere he fmote doune another kny-

15 ght / Thenne came in they of Northgalys / and many ftraugers

and were lyke to haue putte them of Surlufe to the werfe / for

fyr Galahalt the haut prynce had ouer moche in hand
/
Soo

there came the good knyghte Semound the valyaunt wyth

fourty knyghtes / and he bete them al abak / Thenne the Que-
20 ne Gueneuer and fire launcelot lete blowe the lodgynge / and

euery knyghte vnarmed hym / and dreffid hem to the feefte /

MC Capitulum yliij
Hanne Palomydes was vnarmed he axed lodgynge
for hym felf and the damoyfel / Anone the haute pry-

nce commaunded them to lodgynge / And he was not fo foone

25 in his lodgynge / but there came a Knyghte that hyght Archa-

de
/ he was broder vnto Gomoryes that Palomydes flewe afo-

re in the damoyfels quarel / And this Knyght Archade called

fyre Palomydes traytour / and appelyd hym for the dethe of

his broder / By the leue of the haute prynce fayd Palomydes

30 I flialle anfuer the / whan fire Galahalt vnderftood theyre

quarel / he badde them goo to dyner / and as foone as ye haue

dyned / loke that eyther knyghte be redy in the felde / So when

they hadde dyned they were armed bothe / and tooke their hor-

fes / and the quene and the prynce and fyr Launcelot were fet

35 to behold them / and foo they lete renne their horfes / and there

fir Palomydes bare Archade on his fpere ouer his hors tayle
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And thenne Palomydes alyght and drewe his fwerd / but

fyr Archade myght not aryfe / and there fyr Palomydes racyd

of his helme / and fmote of his hede / ^ Thenne the haute prynce

and Ouene Gueneuer wente vnto fouper / ^ Thenne Kynge

Bagdemagus fente aweye his fone Melyagaunt by caufe fyr

Launcelot fhold not mete with hym / for he hated fire launce-

lot / and that knevve he not

C Capitulum yliiij

mOw begynneth the thyrdde daye of luftynge / and att

that daye Kynge Bagdemagus made hym redy / and

there came ageynfl hym kynge Marfyl /
that had in yefte an

Hand of fyre Galahalt the haute prynce /
And this yland

had the name Pomytayn / Thenne hit befelle that Kyng Bag-

demagus and kynge Marfyl of Pomytayn mette to gyders

with fperes / and Kynge Marfyl had fuche a buffet that he

fellc ouer his hors croupe ^ Thenne came therin a

Knyght of Kynge Marfyl to reuenge his lord / And kynge

Bagdemagus fmote hym doune hors and man to the erthe

^ Soo there came an Erie that hyght arroufe / and fir Breufe

and an hondcrd knyghtes with hem of Pometayne / and the

Kynge of Northgalys was with hem / And alle thefe were a-

geynft them of Surlufe / And thenne there beganne grete ba-

taylle / and many Knyghtes were cafle vnder hors feet / And
euer Kynge Bagdemagus dyd beft / for he fyrfte beganne / &
euer he helde on / Gaherys Gawayns broder fmote euer at the

face of Kynge Bagdemagus / And at the lafte kynge Bag-

demagus hurtled dounc Gaherys hors and man

^ Thenne by aducnture fyre Palomydes the good Knyghte
mette with fyre Bleoberys de Ganys / fyre Bleoberys broder/
And eyther fmote other with grete fperes / that both theyre hor-

fes and Knyghtes felle to the erthe / But fyre Blamore had

fuche a fallc that he had al mooft broken his neck / for the blo-

od brafte oute at nofc / mouthe and his eres / but at the lafte he

recouerd well by good furgyens / Thenne therecam in the duke
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Chaleyns of Claraunce and in his gouernaunce there came

a knyghte that hyghtc Elys la noyrc / And there encountred

with hym Kynge Bagdemagus / and he fmote Elys that he

made hym to auoyde his fadcl / ^ Soo the Duke Chaleyns of

5 Claraunce dyd there grete dedes of armes / and of foo late as

he came in the thyrdde daye there was no man dyd foo wel cx-

cepte kynge Bagdemagus and fire Palomydes that the pryce

was gyuen that day to Kynge Bagdemagus /

^ And thenne they blewe vnto lodgynge and vnarmed hem
10 and wente to the feeft / ^ Ryght foo came Dynadan and moc-

ked and laped with Kynge Bagdemagus that alle knygh-

tes lough at hym / for he was a fyne laper and wel louyngc

alle good knyghtes / ^ Soo anone as they had

dyned / there came a varlet berynge foure fperes on his bak / &
5 he came to Palomydes / & fayd thus / here is a Kny3te by hath

fente yow the choyfe of foure fperes / and requyreth yow for yo-

ur lady fake to take that one half of thefe fperes /
and luftc

with hym in the felde / ^ Telle hym faid Palomydes I wyll

not fayle hym / whanne fire Galahalt wyfte of this / he badde

20 Palomydes make hym redy / C[ ^^ ^'^^ Quene Gueneuer the

haute prynce and fire Launcelot they were fet vpon fchafhol-

des to gyue the lugement of thefe two Knyghtes /

^ Thenne fyre Palomydes and the ftraunge knyght ranne fo

egerly to gyders that their fperes brake to their handes /
Anon

25 with alle eyther of them tooke a grete fpere in his hand and

alle to fheuered them in pyeces / And thenne eyther tooke a

gretter fpere / And thenne the knyghte fmote doune fyre Pa-

lomydes hors and man to the erthe / And as he wold haue

paffed ouer hym / the flraunge knyghtes hors ftumbled and

30 felle doune vpon Palomydes ^ Thenne they

drewe their fwerdes and lafflied to gyders wonderly fore a gre-

te whyle / ^ Thenne the haute prynce and fire Launcelot fayd

they fawe neuer two knyghtes fyghte better than they dyd /

but euer the ftraunge knyght doubled his ftrokes / and putte

35 Palomydes abak / there with alle the haute prynce cryed hoo /

and thenne they wente to lodgynge / And whanne they were

vnarmed / they knewe hit was the noble kny3t fyr Lamorak

^ Whanne fyr Launcelot knewe that hit was fir Lamorak he
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made mochc of hym /
for aboue alle erthely men he loued hym

baft excepte fire Triftram / ^ Thenne Quene Gueneuer

commended hym /
and foo dyd alle other good knyghtes made

moche of hym excepte fire Gavvayns bretheren / Thenne quene

Gueneuer faid vnto fire launcelot fyr I requyre yow that & 5

ye lufte ony more /
that ye lufte with none of the blood of my

lord Arthur
/
foo he promyfed he wold not as at that tyme

C Capitulum ylv

^tWj^ Eie begynneth the fourthe daye /
thenne came in to the

^^ felde the kynge with the honderd knyghtes / and alle

H^/ they of Northgalys and the duke chaleyns of Cla- 10

raunce / and Kynge Marfyl of pomatyn /
and there came Sa-

fyr Palomydes broder / and there he told hym tydynges of his

moder
/
and his name was called the Erie / And fo

he appeled hym afore kynge Arthur
/

for he made warre vpon
oure fader and moder / and there I flewe hym in playne ba- 15

taille / Soo they wente in to the feld / and the damoyfel wyth
them / and there came to encountre ageyne them fire Bleobe-

rys de ganys / and fir Eflor de marys /
fire Palomydes encou-

tred with fir Bleoberys / and eyther fmote other doune / And
in the fame wyfe dyd fire Safere and fir Ector / and tho two 20

couples dyd bataille on foote / Thenne came in fire Lamorak &
he encountred with the kynge with the honderd knyghtes / and

fmote hym quyte ouer his hors tayle /
And in the fame wyfe

he ferued the kynge of Northgalys /
and alfo he fmote doune

Kynge Marfyl / And fo or euer he ftynte / he fmote doune with 25

his fpere and with his fuerd thyrtty knyghtes whan Duke

Chaleyns fawe Lamorak doo foo grete proweffe /
he wolde not

medle with hym for fhame
/
and thenne he charged all his kn-

yghtes in payne of dethe that none of yow touche hym / For hit

were fhame to alle good knyghtes and that Knyght were fiia- 30

med / ^ Thenne the two Kynges gadred
them to gyders / and alle they fette vpon fire Lamorak / and

he faylled them not / but rafflied here and there fmytyng on the

ryght hand and on the lyfte & racyd of many helmes
/

fo that
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the haute prynce and Ouenc Gueneuer faid they fawc nc-

uer knyghte do fuche dedcs of armes on horfl^ak / Alias fayd

Launcelot to kynge Bagdemagus /
I wylle arme me / and hel-

pe fyre Lamorak
/
and I wylle ryde with yow faid kyng bag-

5 demagus / And whanne they two were horfed they came to fir

Lamorak that flood amonge thyrtty knyghtes / and wel was

hym that myght retche hym a buffet / and euer he fmote ageyn

myghtely / Thenne came there in to the prees fir launcelot / and

he threwe doune fir Mador de la porte / And with the trunche-

lo on of that fpere he threwe doune many knyghtes / And kynge

Bagdemagus fmote on the lyfte hand and on the ry^t hand

merueyloufly wel
/
And thenne the thre kynges fledde abak

There with all thenne fire Galahalt lete blowe to lodgynge / &
alle the heroudes gaf fire Lamorak the pryce / ^ And alle this

i.i whyle foughtc Palomydes / fire Bleoberys / fire Safcre /
fire Ec-

tor on foot / neuer were there foure knyghtes euener matched/
And thenne they were departed and had vnto their lodgyng

and vnarmed hem / and foo they wente to the grete feefte /

But whanne fire Lamorack was come in to the courte quene
20 Gueneuer took hym in her armes and fayd fyr wel haue ye

done this daye / Thenne came the haute prynce and he maade of

hym grete loye / and foo dyd Dynadan for he wepte for loye

But the loye that fire Launcelot made of fire Lamorak there

myghte no man telle / thenne they wente vnto reft /
and on the

25 morne the haute prynce lete blowe vnto the felde

C Capitulum ylv|

^g -^ Ere begynneththe fyfthe daye / foo hit befelle that fyre

^ ^ Palomydes came in the morne tyde /
and profered to

11%^ lufte there as kynge Arthur was in a Caftel there be-

fydes Surlufe /
and there encountred with hym a worfliipful

30 duke / and there fire Palomydes fmote hym ouer his hors cro-

upe /
And this duke was vnkel vnto kynge Arthur / Thenne

fire Elyfes fone rode vnto Palomydes / and Palomydes fer-

ued Elyfe in the fame wyfe / whanne fire Vwayne fawe thys
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he was wrothe / Thenne he took his hors /
and encountred with

fyr Palomydes / and Palomydes fmote hym foo hard
/ that he

wente to the erthe hors and man /
And for to make a fhort ta-

le / he fmote doune thre bretheren of fyre Gawayns / that is for

to fay Mordred Gaherys and Agrauayne / O Ihefu faid Ar- 5

thur this is a grete defpyte of a Sarafyn that he flialle fmytc

doune my blood /
And there with alle kyng Arthur was wo-

ode wrothe / and thoughte to haue made hym redy to lufte /

That afpyed fire Lamorak that Arthur and his blood were

difcomfyte / And anone he was redy and axed Palomydes 10

yf he wold ony more lufte / why fhold I not faid Palomy-

des
/
Thenne they hurtled to gyders and brake their fperes / and

alle to fheuerd them / that alle the cartel range of theyr dyn-

tys /
Thenne eyther gate a gretter fpere in his hand / and they

came foo fyerfly to gyders /
but fir Palomydes fpere all to brail is

and fyre Lamorak dyd holde / there with alle fire Palomydes

loft his fteroppes and lay vp ryght on his horfbak /
And the-

ne fire Palomydes retorned ageyne and took his damoyfel /

and fire Safere retorned his way /
Soo whan he was departed

kynge Arthur came to fyr Lamorak and thanked hym of his 20

goodnes /
and prayd hym to telle hym his name / Syr fayd

Lamorak wete thow wel /
I owe yow my feruyfe / but as att

this tyme I wylle not abyde here / for I fee of myn enemyes

many aboute me ^[ Alias fayd Arthur now wote

I wel /
it is fyre Lamorak de galys /

O Lamorak abyde with 25

me /
and by my croune I flialle neuer fayle the

/
and not foo

hardy in Gawayns hede
/
nor none of his bretheren to doo the

ony wronge / Syre faid fyre Lamorak wronge haue

they done me and to yow bothe /
That is trouth fayd the kyng

for they fiewe theyre owne moder and my fyfter / the whiche 30

me fore greueth /
It hadde ben moche fayrer and better that ye

had wedded her / for ye are a kynges fone as wel as they

^ O Ihefu fayd the noble Knyght fire Lamorack vnto Ar-

thur her dethe fhalle I neuer forgete /
I promyfe yow and ma-

ke myn auowe vnto god I flialle reuenge her dethe as foone 35

as I fee tyme conenable
/
And yf hit were not at the reuerence

of your hyhenes /
I fliold now haue ben reuenged vpon fyre

Gawayn & his bretheren / truly faid arthur I wil make you at
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acord / Syr faid Lamorak as at this tyme I may not abyde
with yovv / for I mufte to the luftes / where is fyre launcelot

and the haute prynce fyre Galahalt / Thenne there was a da-

moyfel that was doughter to kynge Bandes / and there was

5 a Sarafyn knyghte that hyghte Corfabryn / and he loued the

damoyfel / and in no wyfe he wold fufifre her to be maryed / for

euer this Corfabryn noyfed her and named her that fhe was

cute of her myndc / and thus he lette her that fhe myght not be

maryed

C Capitulum yliiij

10 /^^^ Oo by fortune this damoyfel herd telle that Palomy-

%^^ des dyd moche for damoyfels fake / foo flie fent to hym
^^^^ a penfel / and prayd hym to fyghte with fire Corfabryn

for her loue / and he fliold haue her
/
and her landes of her fa-

ders that fhold falle to her / Thenne the damoyfel fente vnto cor-

'5 fabryn and badde hym goo vnto fyr Palomydes that was a

paynym as wel as he / and flie gaf hym warnyng that flie had

fente hym her penfel / and yf he myghte ouercome Palomydes
fhe wold wedde hym / whanne Corfabryn v.'yft of her dedes

/

then was he wood wroth and angry /
and rode vnto Sur-

20 lufe where the haute prynce was
/ and there he fond fire Pa-

lomydes redy the whiche had the penfel / Soo there they waged
batail either with other afore Galahalt / wel faid the haute pr-

ynce / this daye mufte noble knyghtes lufle / and at after dy-

ner we fhall fee how ye can fpede / Thenne they blewe to luftes

2S And in cam Dynadan / and mette with fir Geryn a good kn-

yght / and he threwe hym doune ouer his hors croupe / and fire

Dynadan ouerthrewe four kny3tes moo / and there he dyd gre-

te dedes of armes
/ for he was a good kny^t /

but he was a fcof-

fer
/
and a laper and the meryeft knyght among felaufliip that

30 was that tyme lyuynge / And he hadde fuche a cuflomme that

he loued euery good knyghte / and euery good knyght loued

hym ageyne / ^ Soo thenne whanne the

haute prynce fawe Dynadan doo foo wel / he fente vnto fyre la-

uncelot / and bad hym flryke doune fyre Dynadan / And whan
35 that ye haue done fo brynge hym afore me and the noble queue
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Thenne fire Lamorak and he fmote doune many knyghtes / &

racyd of helmes /
and drofe alle the knyghtes afore them

And foo fire Launcelot fmote doune fire Dynadan / and ma-

de his men to vnarme hym /
and foo brought hym to the quene 5

and the haute pryncc and they lough at dynadan fo fore that

they myghte not ftande / wel faid fire Dynadan yet hauc I no

fiiame /
for the old flirewe fire Launcelot fmote me doune

/
So

they wente to dyner /
alle the Courte had good fporte at Dy-

nadan ^ Thenne whanne the dyner was done
/ they 10

blewe to the felde to beholde fire Palomydes and Corfabryn /

Syre Palomydes pyght his penfell in myddes of the felde
/
&

thene they hurtled to gyders with their fperes as it were thon-

der
/
and eyther fmote other to the erthe /

And thenne they pul-

led oute their fwerdes /
and dreffid their flieldes

/
and laffhed 15

to gyders myghtely as myghty kny3tes / that wel nyghe there

was no pycce of harneis wold hold them /
for this Corfabryn

was a paffynge fclonous knyghtc / Corfabryn faid Palomy-

des wylte thow releace me yonder damoyfel /
and the penfell /

Thenne was Corfabryn wrothe oute of mefure / and gaf Palo- 20

mydes fuche a buffet that he kneled on his knee /

^ Thenne Palomydes arofe lyghtely /
and fmote hym vpon

the helme / that he feile doune ry}! to the erthe / And ther with

he racyd of his helme /
and fayd Corfabryn yelde the or ellys

thou fhalt dye of my handcs / Fy on the faid Corfabryn / doo 25

thy werft / thenne he fmote of his hede /
And there with all cam

a ftynke of his body whan the foule departed / that there my^t

no body abyde the fauoure / Soo was the corps hadde aweye

and burycd in a wood by caufe he was a paynym /

^ Thenne they blewe vnto lodgynge / and Palomydes was 30

vnarmed ^ Thenne he wente vnto Oucne Gue-

neuer / to the haute prynce /
and to fyre launcelot / ^ Syre fayd

the haute prynce / here haue ye fene this day a grete myrakel by

Corfabryn /
what fauour there was whanne the foule departed

from the body / There for fyre we wylle requyrc yow to take the 35

baptym vpon yow / and I promyfe yow alle knyghtes \vy'\[

fette the more by yow / and fay more worfliip by yow

^ Syre faid Palomydes I wille that ye alle knowe / that in
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to this land I came to be cryllcncd /
and in my Iicrtc I am

cryftened / and cryftend wille I be / #T But I

haue made fuche an auowe that I mayc not be cryftend tyl I

haue done feuen true batails for Ihefus fake / And thennc wil

5 I be cryftend / And I trufte god wylle take myn entent for

I meane truly / Thenne fire Palomydes prayed Quene Gue-
neuer and the haute prynce to foupe with hym / And foo they
dyd bothe fire Launcelot and fire Lamorak

/ and many other

good knyghtes / Soo on the morne they herd their maffe / and
10 blewe the felde / and thenne knyghtes made them redy /

C Capitulnm ylviii

flT^ I'-rc bcgynneth the fyxthe day / Thenne came thcrin fyr

l| ^ Gaherys / and there encountred with hym fyre Offaife

%/of Surlufe / and fir Gaherys fmote hym oucr his hors

croupe / And thenne cj-ther party encountred with other / and
15 there were many fpercs broken / and many knyghtes caft vn-

der feete / ^ Soo there came in fir Dornard and fir Aglouale
that were bretheren vnto fire Lamorak

/ and they mette with o-

ther two knyghtes / and eyther fmote other foo hard that all

four knyghtes and horfes felle to the erthe
/ whan fire Lamo-

20 rak fawe his two bretheren doune / he was wrothe out of me-
fure / And thenne he gat a grete fpere in his hand

/ and there

with alle he fmote doune four good kny3tes / and thenne his

fpere brake / Thenne he pulled oute his fuerd / and fmote abo-

ute hym on the ryght hand and on the lyfte hand / and ra-

25 cyd of helmes and pulled doune knyghtes that alle men mer-

ueylled of fuche dedes of armes as he dyd / for he ferd fo that

many knyghtes fledde
/ Thenne he horfed his bretheren ageyne

and fayd bretheren ye oughte to be afliamed to falle fo of yo-
ur horfes / What is a Knyght but whan he is on horfbak / I fett

30 not by a knyght whanne he is on foote
/ for all batails on fo-

te ar but pelowres batails / For there ftiold no Knyghtc fygh-
te on foote / but yf hit were for treafon / or els he were dryucn
therto by force / therfore bretheren fytte fafte on your horfes or

els fyghte neuer more afore me
/ with that cam in the duke
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Chaleyns of Claraunce /
and there encountred with hym the

Eric Vlbawes of Surlufe / and eyther of hem fmote other do-

une / Thenne the knyghtes of bothe partyes horfed then- lordes

ageyne /
for fyr Eclor and Bleoberys were on foote wayty-

nge on the duke Chaleyns /
And the kynge with the honderd 5

knyghtes was with the erle of Vlbawes /
With that came Ga-

herys / and lafflied to the Kynge with the honderd Knyghtes

and he to hym ageyne /
Thenne came the Duke Chaleyns / and

departed them / thenne they blewe to lodgynge /
and the kny;,-

tes vnarmed them and drewe them to their dyner /
and atte 10

myddes of their dyner in came Dynadan and beganne to ray-

le / Thenne he beheld the haute prynce that femed wrothe with

fomme faute that he fawe / for he hadde a cuflomme he loued no

fyfflie /
and by caufe he was ferued with fyfflie / the whiche he

hated therfore he was not mery /
Whan fir Dynadan had afpy- t;

ed the haute prynce /
he afpyed where was a fyfflie with a gre-

te hede /
and that he gatte betwixc two dyfflies / and ferued the

haute prynce with that fyfflie / And thenne he faid thus /
fir ga-

lahalt wel may I lyken yow to a wolf / for he wille neuer ete

fyfflie but flcfflie / thenne the haute prynce lough at his wordes 20

Wel wel faid Dynadan to launcelot /
what deu}'lle doo ye in

this Countrey / for here may no meane kny3tes wynne no wor-

fhip for the /
fir Dynadan faid Laucelot I enfure the I flialle

no more mete with the nor with thy grete fpere / for I mayc
not fytte in my fadel when that fpere hyttyth me / And yf I 25

be happy I flialle beware of that boyftous body that thow be-

reft /
wel faid launcelot make good watche euer / god forbe-

de that euer we mete but yf hit be at a dyfflie of mete / Thenne

lough the Ouene and the haute prynce / that they myghte not

fytte at their table
/
thus they made grete loye tyl on the morn 3°

And thenne they herd maffe
/
and blewe to felde / And quene

Gueneuer and all the eftates were fet and luges armed de-

ne with their flieldes to kepe the ryghte

C Capitulum yliy
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bcgynneth the feuenth bataill / there cam in the du-

ke Cambynes / and there cncountrcd with hym fyr A-

ryftaunce that was counted a good knyghte / & they

mette foo hard that cyther bare other doune hors and man

? ^ Thenne came there the Erie of lambayle and helped the du-

ke ageyne to hors / Thenne came there fyr Offayfe of Surlufe /

and he fmote the erle Lambayle doune from his hors
/ Thenne

beganne they to doo grete dedes of armes / and many fperes we-

re broken / and many knyghtes were cafte to the erthe

lo ^ Thenne the kynge of Northgalys and the Erie Vlbawes

fmote to gyders that alle the luges thought it was lyke mor-

tal dethe /
This meane whyle quene Gueneuer and the haute

prynce and fyr laucelot made there fyre Dynadan make hym
redy to lufte / I wold faid Dynadan ryde in to the felde / but

15 thenne one one of yow tweyne wille mete with me / Per dieu

fayd the haute prynce ye maye fee hou we fytte here as luges

with oure fheldes / and alweyes mayft thow beholde whether

we fytte here or not / Soo fyr Dynadan departed and tooke

his hors and mette with many knyghtes / and dyd paffynge

20 wel / And as he was departed / fyre Launcelot defguyfed hym
felf /

and putte vpon his armour a maydens garment freffhe-

ly attyered / Thenne fire Launcelot made fire Galyhodyn to le-

de hym thorugh the raunge / and alle men had wonder what

damoyfel it was / And foo as fire Dynadan came in to the

25 raunge / fire Launcelot that was in the damoyfels araye gatte

Galyhodyns fpere and ranne vnto fir Dynadan / And alwa-

yes fire Dynadan loked vp there as fyre Launcelot was
/ and

thenne he fawe one fytte in the ftede of fire Launcelot armed /

But whanne Dynadan fawe a maner of a damoyfel he drad

30 peryls that it was fyre launcelot defguyfed / but fyre Launce-

lot came on hym fo fafl that he fmote hym ouer his hors cro-

upe /
and thenne grete fcornes gate fire Dynadan in to the

foreft there befyde / & there they difpoylled hym vnto his flierte

and putte vpon hym a womans garment / and fo brought hym
35 in to the felde

/ and foo they blewe vnto lodgynge /
And euery

knyght wente and vnarmed them / thenne was fir Dynadan

brought in among them alle / And whanne Ouene Gueneuer

fawe fir Dynadan brought foo amonge them alle / thenne fhe
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lough that flie fylle doune /
and foo dyd alle that there were /

VVel fayd Dynadan to launcelot thow arte foo fals that I can

neuer beware of the / Thenne by alle the affente they gaf fyre

Launcelot the pryce / the next was fire Lamorak de galys / the

thyrd was fir Palomydes / the fourthe was kynge Bagdema- S

gus / foo thefe four Knyghtes had the pryce / and there was

grete loye / and grete noblcy in alle the Courte / And on the

morne Ouene Gueneuer and fir Launcelot departed vnto ky-

nge Arthur
/
but in noo wyfe fyr Lamorak wold not go with

them I fhalle vndertake faid fire launcelot that and ye wyll lo

goo with vs / kynge Arthur flialie charge fyre Gawayne and

his bretheren / neuer to doo yow hurte / As for that fayd fyre

Lamorak I wylle not trufte fire Gawayne nor none of his

bretheren / and wete ye wel fir Launcelot / and hit were not for

my lord Kynge Arthurs fake
/

I fliold matche fire Gawayn '5

and his bretheren wel ynou} / Lut to fay that I fliold truf-

te them / that flial I neuer / and therfor I pray you recomma-

unde me vnto my lord Arthur and vnto alle my lordes of the

round table / And in what place that euer I come I dial do

you feruyfe to my power / and fyr it is but late that I reuen- 20

gyd that whan my lord Arthurs kynne were put to the werfe

by fire Palomydes / Thenne fir Lamorak departed from fir lau-

celot / and eyther wepte at their departynge

C Capitulum I

mOw
torne we fro this mater / and fpeke we of fir trif-

tram of whome this booke is pryncipal of / and leue

we the kynge and the quene / fyr Launcelot / and fyre

Lamorak / and here begynneth the treafon of kynge Marke that

he ordeyned ageynfl fyr Triftram / There was cryed by the cof-

tes of Cornewaile a grete turnement and luftes / and al was

done by fir Galahalt the haut prynce / and kynge Bagdema-

gus to the entent to flee Launcelot or els vtterly defl:roye hym
and fliame hym / by caufe fir launcelot had alweyes the hyher

degree / therfore this prynce and this kynge made this Iuft:es

ageynfl; fire Launcelot / And thus her couceyll was difcouerd
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vnto Kynge Marke wherof he was ful gladde /
Thenne Kyng

Marke bethoughtc hym that he wold haue fyre Triftram vnto

that turnement defguyfcd that no man fhold knowe hym /
to

that entente that the haute prynce fhold wene that fir Triftram

5 were fyre launcelot / Soo at thife lufles came in fyr Triftram/

And at that tyme fire launcelot was not there / but whan they

fawe a Kny5t defguyfed doo fuche dedes of armes / they wende

hit had been fir launcelot / And in efpecyal Kynge Mark fayd

hit was fyre launcelot playnly / Thenne they fette vpon hym
10 bothe Kynge Bagdemagus and the haute prynce and theyre

Knyghtes that hit was wonder that euer fire Triftram myght
endure that payne / Not withftandynge for alle the payne that

he had fyr Triftram wanne the degree at that turnement / and

there he hurte many Kny3tes and bryfed them / and they hurte

15 hym and bryfed hym wonderly fore
/ ^I So whanne the lufles

were alle done / they knewe wel that hit was fire Triftram de

Lyones / and all that were on Kyng markes party were glad

that fir Triftram was hurte / and the remenaunt were fory of

his hurte
/

for fyre Triftram was not foo behated as was fyre

20 Launcelot within the Reame of Englond /
Thenne came Kyng

Marke vnto fyre Triftram / and fayd fayre neuewe I am fo-

ry of your hurtes / Gramercy my lord faid fyre Triftram /

^ Thenne Kynge Marke made fir Triftram to be putte in an

hors bere in grete fygne of loue /
and faid fayre cofyn I fhalle

25 be your leche my felf / and foo he rode forthe with fire Triftram

and brought hym to a Caftel by day lyghte / And thenne Ky-

nge Mark made fyre Triftram to ete / And thenne after he gaf

hym a drynke / the whiche as foone as he had dronke
/
he fell on

flepe / And whanne it was nyghte he made hym to be caryed to

30 another caftel
/ and there he putte hym in a ftronge pryfon / &

there he ordeyned a man and a woman to gyue hym his mete

and drynke / Soo there he was a grete whyle / thenne was fyr

Triftram myffed / and no creature wyft where he was become

When la beale Ifoud herd hou he was myffed pryuely flie went

35 vnto fir Sadok & praid hym to afpye where was fir Triftram

Thenne when Sadok wyft hou fir triftram was myffed & anon

afpyed that he was put in pryfon by kyng mark & the traito-

urs of Magos / thene fadok & two of his cofyns leid them in an
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enbufihement faft by the caftel of Tyntagyl in armes /
And

as by fortune there came rydynge Kynge Marke and foure

of his neuewes / and a certayn of the traytours of Magouns

Whanne fir Sadok afpyed them /
he brake oute of the buffhe-

ment /
and fette there vpon them /

And whan kynge Mark af- 5

pyed fire Sadok / he fledde as faft as he myghte /
and there fir

Sadok flewe alle the four neuewes vnto Kynge Marke /

But thefe traitours of Magons flewe one of Sadoks cofyns

a grete wound in the neck / but Sadok fmote the other to the

dethe / Thenne fir Sadok rode vpon his way vnto a Caftel that lo

was called Lyonas / and there he afpyed of the treafon and fe-

lony of kynge Marke / Soo they of that caftel rode with fyre

Sadok tyl that they came to a Caftel that hyghte Arbray / &

there in the toune they fond fyre Dynas the Senefchal / that

was a good Knyght /
But whan fire Sadok had told fyre 15

Dynas of alle the treafon of Kynge Marke / he defyed fuche a

Kynge / and fayd he wold gyue vp his landes that he held of

hym /
And whanne he faid thefe wordes alle manere Knygh-

tes fayd as fyre Dynas faid /
Thenne by his aduys and of

fire Sadoks he lete ftuffe alle the townes and Caftels within 20

the Countrey of Lyones and affembled alle the peple that they

myght make

C Capitulum IJ
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torne we vnto Kynge Marke that whan he was

efcaped from fir Sadok / he rode vnto the Caftel of Tyn-

tagyl /
and there he made grete crye and noyfe / & cry- 23

ed vnto harneis alle that myghte bere armes / Thenne they fo-

ught and fond where were dede four cofyns of kyng Markes

and the traytour of Magouns /
Thenne the kynge lete entyere

them in a chappel / thenne the kynge lete crye in alle the coun-

trey that helde of hym to goo vnto armes /
for he vnderftood 3°

to the werre he muft nedes /
Whanne Kynge Marke herde and

vnderftood how fyre Sadok and fir Dynas were aryfen in the

Countrey of Lyones /
he remembryd of wyles and treafon / Lo

thus he dyd / he lete make and counterfete letters from the pope
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and dyd make a flraunge clerkc to berc them vnto kyng ma-

rk / the whichc letters fpecyfyed that kynge Markc fhold ma-

ke hym redy vpon payne of curfyng with his hooft to come to

the pope to helpe to goo to Iherufalem for to make warre vp-

S on the Sarafyns / whan this clerk was come by the meane of

the Kynge / anone with alle kyng marke fentc thefc letters vn-

to fire Triftram and badde hym faye thus / that and he wold

goo werre vpon the mefcreauntes / he fliold be had oute of pry-

fon / and to haue alle his power / Whanne fire Triftram vnder-

10 ftood this letter / thenne he fayd thus to the Gierke / A kynge

Marke cucr haft thou ben a traytour /
and cuer wylle be / but

Gierke faid fire Triftram Say thou thus vnto Kynge marke

Syn the Appoftle pope hath fente for hym / bydde hym goo thy-

der hym felf
/

for telle hym traitour Kynge as he is I wylle

15 not goo at his commaudement / gete I oute of pryfon as I may
for I fee I am wel rewarded for my true feruyfe / Thenne

the Gierke retorned vnto kynge Marke and told hym of the

anfuer of fire Triftram / wel fayd Kynge marke yet flial he be

begyled /
Soo he wente in to his chamber and counterfete let-

20 ters / and the letters fpecyfyed that the pope defyred fire Tri-

ftram to come hym felf to make werre vpon the mefcreauntes

Whan the Gierke was come agcyne to fir Triftram and tooke

hym thefe letters / thenne fire Triftram behelde thefe letters / &
anone he afpyed they were of kynge Markes counterfetynge

25 A faid fyre Triftram fals haft thow ben euer kynge Marke /

and foo wolt thou ende /
Thenne the Gierke departed from fire

Triftram and came to kynge Marke ageyne / By thenne there

were come four wounded knyghtes within the caftel of Tyn-

tagil /
and one of them his neck was nyghe broken in tweyn

30 Another had his arme ftryken awey / the thyrdde was borne

thurgh with a fpere / the fourth had his teeth ftryken in tweyn

And whanne they came afore kynge Marke they cryed and

fayd / kynge / why fleeft thow not for alle this countrey is a-

ryfen clerely ageynft the / thenne was kynge Marke wrothe

35 oute of mefure / and in the meane whyle there came in to the

countrey fire Percyuale de galys to feke fire Triftram /
And

whan he herd that fyre Triftram was in pryfon / fyr Percyual
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made clerely the delyueraunce of fir Triftram by his knyghtly

meanes / And whan he was foo delyuerd / he made grete loye

of fyre Percyuale / and foo echone of other / Syr Triftram fa-

yd vnto fire Percyuale / and ye willc abyde in thefe marches

I wylle ryde with yow / Nay faid Percyuale in this countrey 5

I maye not tary /
for I mufle nedes in to walys / ^ Soo fyre

Percyuale departed from fire Triftram / and rode ftreyghte vn-

to Kynge Markc /
and told hym how he had delyuerd fyre

Triftram / and alfo he told the kyng that he had done hym felf

grete fliame for to putte fir Triftram in piyfon / For he is now 10

the knyght of moofl renomme in this world lyuynge

And wete thow wel the noblefl knyghtes of the worlde louc

fyr Triftram / and yf he wille make werre vpon yow / ye maye
not abyde hit / That is trouthe faid kynge Marke / but I may
not loue fire Triftram by caufe he loueth my Ouene and my 15

wyf la beale Ifoud
/
A fy for fhame faid fyr Percyuole fay

ye neuer fo more /
Are ye not vnkel vnto fir Triftram

/
and he

your neuewe / ye fliold neuer thynke that foo noble a Knyghtc
as fire Triftram is that he wold doo hym felf foo grete a vy-

lony to holde his vnkels wyf / how be it faid fyr Percyuale he 20

may loue your Ouene fynles by caufe fhe is called one of the

fayreft ladyes of the world / Thenne fyr Percyuale departed

from Kynge Marke
/ Soo whan he was departed Kyng Mark

bethought hym of more trefon
/
Not withftadyng kyng mark

graunted fyr Percyuale neuer by no manere of meanes to 25

hurte fire Triftram / Soo anone Kynge Marke fente vnto fyre

Dyanas the Senefchal that he fliold putte doune alle the peple

that he had reyfed / for he fente hym an othe that he wold goo

hym felf vnto the pope of Rome to warre vpon the mefcreaun-

tes /
and this is a fayrer werre than thus to areyfe the peple / 30

ageynfl youre kynge / whanne fir Dynas vnderliood that ky-

nge marke wold goo vpon the mefcreauntes / thenne fire Dy-
nas in alle haft putte doune alle the peple / and whan the

peple were departed euery man to his home / thcne Kyng mark

afpyed where was fire Triftram with la Beale Ifoud / and 35

there by treafon Kynge Marke lete take hym and put hym in

pryfon contrary to his promyfe that he made vnto fyre Percy-

uale / whan Quene Ifoud vnderftood that fyr Triftram was
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in pryfon / flie made as grete forowe as euer made lady or gen-

tylwoman / Thciine fire Triilram fent a letter viito la Bealc

Ifoud and praid her to be his good lady / and yf hit plea fed

her to make a veffcl redy for her and hym / he wold goo with

5 her vnto the reame of Logrys that is this land
/ ^ Whanne la

bcalc Ifoud vndcrftood fyre Triflrams letters and his entent

flie fcnte hym another / and badde hym be of good comforte / for

flic wold doo make the veffel redy and alle thynge to purpos

^ Thenne la beale Ifoud fente vnto fyre Dynas and to fadok

10 and prayd hem in ony wyfe to take Kynge Marke /
and put

hym in pryfon vnto the tyme that fhe and fyre Triftram were

departed vnto the Royamme of Logrys / whan fir Dynas the

Senefchall vnderftood the treafon of Kynge Marke / he promy-
fed her ageyne and fente her word that Kynge Marke fliold

15 be put in pryfon /
And as they deuyfed hit foo hit was done /

And thenne fyre Trifl:ram was delyuerd out of pryfon /
and

anone in alle the hafl:e Ouene Ifoud and fyr Triftram and went

and took their counceyll with that they wold haue with them

whan they departed

C CapituUim lij

20 ^^Bi^ llenne la Beale Ifoud and fire Triftram took their

/ \ veffel / and came by water in to this land /
and fo they

^^J^ were not in this land four dayes /
but there came a crye

of a luftes and turnement that Kynge Arthur lete make /

Whanne fire Triftram herd telle of that turnement he defguyfed

25 hym felf
/
and la Beale Ifoud / and rode vnto that turnement

And whan he came there he fawe many Knyghtes lufte and

turneye / and fo fyr Triftram dreffid hym to the raunge / and to

make fliort conclufion
/
he ouerthrewe fourten Knyghtes of the

round table / Whanne fir Launcelot fawe thefe Knyghtes thus

30 ouerthrowen / fire launcelot dreffid hym to fir Triftram / That

fawe la Beale Ifoud how fire launcelot was come in to the

felde / ^ Thenne la Beale Ifoud fente vnto fire Launcelot a

rynge / and badde hym wete that it was fir Triftram de lyones

Whanne fir launcelot vnderftood that there was fyre Triftram

35 he was ful gladde / and wold not lufte / thCne fire Launcelot
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afpyed whyder fyre Trifliram yede / and after hym he rode / and

thenne eyther made of other grete loye / And foo fire Launce-

lot broughte fire Triftram and la beale Ifoud vnto loyous

gard that was his owne Caftel that he had wonne with his

owne handes /
And there fire Launcelot put them in to welde 5

for their owne /
And wete ye wel that Caftel was garnyffiied

and furnyfflied for a Kynge and a quene Royal there to ha-

ue foiourned /
and fyre Launcelot charged alle his people to

honoure them and loue them as they wold doo hym felf /

^ Soo fire launcelot departed vnto kynge Arthur /
and then- lo

ne he told Quene Gueneuer how he that lufted foo wel attc

laft turnement was fire Triftram /
and there he told her how

he hadde with hym la beale Ifoud maulgre kynge Marke / &
foo Quene Gueneuer told alle this vnto kynge Arthur /

^ Whannc kynge Arthur wyfte that fire Triftram was efca- >5

ped and comen from kynge Markt /
and had broughte la be-

ale Ifoud with hym / thenne was he paffynge gladde / So by

caufe of fire Triftram kynge Arthur lete make a crye / that on

may day fliold be a luftes before the caftel of Lonasep / And

that Caftel was faft by loyous gard /
And thus Arthur 20

deuyfed that alle the knyghtes of this land and of Corne-

waile and of Northwalys fhold lufte ageynfte all thefe co-

untreyes / Irland / Scotland / and the remenaunt of walys &
the countrey of Gore and Surlufe and of Lyftynoyfe / & they

of Northumberland and alle they that helde landes of arthur 25

a this half the fee / whanne this crye was made / many knygh-

tes were gladde and many were vngladde / ^ Syre faid lau-

celot vnto Arthur by this crye that ye haue made ye wyll put

vs that ben aboute yow in grete leopardy / for there be many

Knyghtes that haue grete enuye to vs /
therfore whan we fhal 3°

mete at the daye of luftes there wille be hard fkyfte amonge
vs / As for that faid Arthur I care not / there fhal we preue

who flial be beft of his handes / Soo whan fir launcelot vnder-

ftode wherfore kynge Arthur made this luftyng thene he ma-

de fuchc purueaunce that la beale Ifoud fliold behold the luf- 35

tes in a fecrete place that was honeft for her eftate /

^ Now torne we vnto fire Triftram and to la beale Ifoud
/

how they maade grete loye dayly to gyders with alle manere
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of myrthcs that they coud deuyfe / and in euery day fir Triflram

wold goo ryde on huntyngc / for fire Trillram was that tyme
called the bcft chacer of the world / and the noblefl blower of

an home of alle manere of mefures / for as bookes rcporte / of

S fyre Triltram came alle the good termes of venery and of hu-

tynge and alle the fyfes and mefures of blowynge of an hor-

ne / and of hym we had fyrfte alle the termes of haiikyng /
&

whichc were beeftes of chace and beeftes of venery / and whi-

che were vcrmyns /
and alle the blafles that longen to all ma-

10 ner of gamen / Fyrfte to the vncoupelynge / to the fekynge / to

the rechatc / to the flyghte / to the dethe / and to ftrake / and ma-

ny other blafles and termes / that all mancr of gentylmen ha-

ue caufe to the worldes ende to preyfe fir Triftram and to praye

for his foulc

s
C Capitulum liij

15 ^ ^ ^ Oo on a daye la bealc Ifoud fayd vnto fir Triftram

I merueyle me moche faid flie / that yc remcmbre not

your felf how ye be here in a ftraunge countrey and here be ma-

ny peryllous knyghtes /
and wel yc wote that kyng Marke

is ful of treafon / and that ye wylle ryde thus to chace and to

20 to hunte vnarmed ye myghte be deftroyed / ^ My fayr

lady and my loue I cryc you mercy I wille no more doo foo

Soo thenne fire Triftram rode dayly on huntynge armed and

his men berynge his fhelde and his fpere / Soo on a day a ly-

tyl afore the monethe of may fyre Triftram chaced an hert paf-

-S fynge egerly /
and foo the herte paffcd by a fayr welle / And

thenne fir Triftram alyghte and putte of his helme to drynke
of that burbley water / Ryght foo he herd and fawe the queft-

ynge beeft come to the welle
/
whan fyre Triftram fawe that bc-

fte / he putte on his helme for he dcmed he fliold here of fir Pa-

30 lomydes / for that befte was his qucft / ^ Ryght fo fir Triftram

fawe where came a knyghtc armed vpon a noble courfer / and

he falewed hym / and they fpake of many thynges / and thys

knyghtes name was Breufe faunce pyte / and ryght fo with

alle there came vnto them the noble knyghte fire Palomydes /

35 and eyther falewed other / and fpake fair to other
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Fair knyghtes faid fir Palomydcs I canne telle yow tydyn-

ges / what is that faid tho knyghtes / Syrs wete ye wel that

Kynge Marke is put in pryfon by his owne knyghtes / and

alle was for loue of fire Triftram /
for kynge Marke hadde put

fyre Triftram twyes in pryfon /
And ones fire Percyuale de- 5

lyuerd the noble knyghte fire Triflram outc of pryfon

fj And at the lafte tyme Quene La beale Ifoud delyuerd

hym / and wente cleryly aweye with hym in to this reame /
&

alle this whyle kynge Marke the fals traytour is in pryfon /

Is this trouthe faid Palomydes / Thenne fliall we hafl;ely he- lo

re of fire Triftram /
And as for to fay that I loue la Beale

Ifoud peramours I dare make good that I doo
/
and that

flie hath my feruj-fe aboue alle other ladyes / and flialle haue

the terme of my lyf /
And ryght foo as they ftood talkynge /

they fawe afore them where came a Knyghte alle armed on a 15

grete hors
/
and one of his men bare his flield / and the other

his fperes /
And anone as that Knyght afpyed them he gatte

his fhelde and his fpere / and dreffid hym to lufte

^ Fair felawes faid fire Triftram yonder is a Knyghte wil

lufte with vs / lete fee whiche of vs fhalle encountre with hym 20

for I fee wel he is of the courtc of Kynge Arthur

^ It flialle not be longe or he be mette with alle faid fire Pa-

lomydes /
for I fonde neuer noo knyght in my quefte of this

Glaftynge beeft
/
but and he wold lufte I neuer refufed hym

^ As wel may I faid Breufe faunce pyte folowe that beeft 25

as ye /
Thenne ftialle ye doo bataille with me faid Palomydes /

Soo fyre Palomydes dreffid hym vnto that other Knyghte

fyre Bleoberys that was a ful noble Knyghte nyghe kynne
vnto fire Launcelot / And foo they mette foo hard / that fyre

Palomydes felle to the erthe hors and alle / 30

Thenne fir Bleoberis cryed a lowde and faid thus / make the

redy thou fals traytour knyghte Breufe faunce pyte / for wete

thow certaynly I wille haue adoo with the to the vtteraunce

for the noble kn\-ghtes and ladyes that thou haft falfly bi-

traid ^ Whanne this falfe knyght and traitour 3."

Breufe faunce pjte herde hym faye foo / he took his hors by the

brydel and fledde his waye as fafte as euer his hots myghte
rcnne / for fore he was of hym aferd

/ ^ Whan fyr Bleoberys
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fawe hym flee he folowed faftc after thorugh thycke and tho-

rugh thynne / And by fortune as fir Breufe fledde / he fawe

euen afore hym thre knyghtcs of the table round /
of the whi-

che tho one hyghte fire E6lor de marys / the other hyghte fyre

5 Percyuale de galys / the thyrdde hyghte fir Harre de fyfe lake

a good knyght and an hardy / And as for fyr Percyuale he

was called that tyme of his tyme one of the beft knyghtes of

the world and the beft affured / when Breufe fawe thefe kny-

ghtes he rode ftrcyghte vnto them and cryed vnto them & pra-

10 yd them of refcowes / what ncde haue ye faid fire Eflor /
A

fayr knyghtes faide fyre Breufe here foloweth me the mooft

traytour knyght and mooft coward and mooft of vylony / his

name is Breufe faunce pyte / and yf he may gete me he wylle

flee me withoute mercy and pyte / Abyde with vs faid fir per-

15 cyuale and we flialle waraunt yow / Thenne were they ware

of fyre Bleoberys that came rydynge alle that he myghte /

Thenne fir Eflor put hym felf forth to lufte afore them alle /

When fire Bleoberis fawe that they were four knyghtes /
and

he but hym felf / he ftode in a doubte / whether he wold torne or

20 hold his waye / Thenne he faid to hym felf I am a knyght of the

table round
/
and rather than I fhold fliame myn othe & my

blood I wille hold my way what foo euer falle therof / And
thenne fire Eftor dreffid his fpere and fmote either other paf-

fynge fore
/ but fire Eftor fclle to the erthe / That fawe fir Per-

25 cyuale and he dreffid his hors toward hym all that he myghte

dryue / but fir Percyuale had fuche a ftroke that hors and man

felle to the erth
/ ^ Whanne fir Harre fawe that they

were bothe to the erthe / thenne he faid to hym felf / neuer was

Breufe of fuche proweffe / Soo fire Harre dreffid his hors
/ &

30 they mette to gyders foo ftrongly that bothe the horfes and kn-

yghtes felle to the erthe / but fire Bleoberis hors beganne to re-

couer ageyne / That fawe fire Breufe and he came hurtlyng / &
fmote hym ouer and ouer and wolde haue flayne hym as he

lay on the ground / Thenne fyr Harre le fyfe lake arofe lyghte-

35 ly and toke the brydel of fir Breufe hors and faid / ^ Fy for

fhame ftryke neuer a Knyght when he is at the erthe / for this

Knyght may be called no fhameful knj'ghte of his dedes / for

)et as men may fee there as he Ij'eth on the groud he hath done
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worfhipfully / and putte to the werfe paffynge good knyghtes

Therfore wylle I not lete faide fire Breufe / tliow flialte not

chefe faid fyr Harrc as at this tyme / Thenne whanne fir Br-

ufe favve that he myghte not chefe nor haue his wylle / he fpak

fayre / Thenne fyre Harre lete hym goo / And thenne anone he 5

made his hors to renne ouer fyre Bleoberys / and rafflied hym
to the erthe lyke yf he wold haue flayne hym / Whanne fyre

Harre fawe hym doo fo vyloynfly / he cryed traytour kny3t Ic-

ue of for fliame / and as fir Harre wold haue taken his hors

to fyghte with fir breufe / thenne fir Breufe ranne vpon hym 10

as he was half vpon his hors and fmotc hym doune hors &
man to the erthe / and had nere flayne fyr Harre the good kn-

yght / That fawe fire Percyuale / and thenne he cryed traitour

knyghte what doft thou / And whan fire Percyuale was vpon
his hors / fyr Breufe tooke his hors and fledde all that euer 15

he myght / and fyre Percyuale and fyre Harre folowed after

hym fall; / but euer the lenger they chaced the ferther were they

behynde / Thenne they torned ageync and came to fyr E6lor dc

marys and to fyre Bleoberys /
A fayr knyghtes faid Bleo-

berys why haue ye focoured that fals knyght & traitour / why 30

faid fire Harre what knyght is he / for wel I wote hit is a

fals knyght faid fir Harre and a coward and a felonous kn-

yght / Syr fayd Bleoberys he is the mooft coward knyghte /

and a dcuourer of ladyes and a deftroyer of good Knyghtes
and fpecyally of Arthurs

/ what is your name faide fir EiSlor 25

my name is Syr bleoberys de ganys / Alias fair cofyn fayde

Eftor / forgyue it me / for I am fir Ector dc marys / thenne fyre

Percyuale and fire Harre made grete ioyc that they met with

bleoberys / but alle they were hcuy that fyr breufe was efca-

ped them wherof they made grete dole jO

1R

C Capitulum Uiij

Yght foo as they flood thus / there came fir Palomydes
And whanne he fawe the flielde of bleoberys lye on

the erthe
/ ^ Thenne faid Palomydes he that oweth
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that flield / lete hym dreffe hym to me
/
for he fmote me doune he-

re fafl: by at a fontayne /
and thcrfore I wylle fyghte for hym

on foote /
I am redy faid Bleoberys here to anfuer the

/
for vve-

te thow wel fyr kny3t it was I / and my name is Bleoberys

5 de ganys / wel arte thou met faide Palomydes / and wete thow

wel my name is Palomydes the farafyn / and eyther of them

hated other to the dethe / ^ Syre Palomydes fayd E6lor wete

thow wel there is neythcr thow nor none knyght that bereth the

lyf that fleeth ony of oure blood / but he fhalle dye for hit /
ther-

lo for and thow lyfte to fyghte goo feche fire laucelot or fir Trif-

tram and there fiialle ye fynde your matche
/
with hem haue I

mette faid Palomydes / but I had neuer no worfliip of them /

was there neuer no maner of knyghte faid fire Ector but they

that euer matched with yow / yes fayd Palomydes / there was

15 the thyrdde a good knyght as ony of them
/
and of his age he

was the beft that euer I fond / for and he myghtc haue lyued

tyl he had ben an hardyer man / there lyueth no knyghte now

fuche /
and his name was fyre Lamorak de galys / And as he

had lufted at a turnement / there he ouerthrewe me / and xxx

20 knyghtes moo j and there he wanne the degree / And at his de-

partynge there mette hym fyre Gawayne and his bretheren /
&

with grete payne they flewe hym felonfly vnto alle good kny-

ghtes grete domage / Anone as fir Percyuale herd that his

broder was dede fyr Lamorak
/
he felle ouer his hors mane f\v-

25 ounynge /
and there he made the gretteft dole that euer maade

knyghte / ^ And whan fyr Percyuale aroos / he faid
/

Alias

my good and noble broder fyre Lamorak / now flialle we ne-

uer mete
/
and I trowe in alle the wydc world a man maye

not f^mdc fuche a knyght as he was of his age /
and hit is to

30 moche to fuffre the dethe of our fader kynge Pellenore /
& now

the dethe of our good broder fir Lamorak
/
Thenne in the me-

ane wyhle there came a varlet from the court of kyng Arthur

and told them of the grete turnement that fliold be at Lona-

3ep / and how thcfe landes Cornewail / & Northgalys fliold be

35 ageynfi: alle them that wold come

C Capitulum Iv
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mOw
torne we vnto fir Triflram that as he rode on hun-

tynge /
he mette with fire Dynadan that was comen in

to that countrey to feke fyre Triftram / Thenne fire Dy-

nadan told fire Triftram his name / but fire Triftram wold

not telle hym his name /
wherfore fyr Dynadan was wrothe

/ 5

For fuche a foolyffhe knyghte as ye are faid fire Dynadan I

fawe but late this day lyenge by a welle / and he fared as he

flepte /
and there he lay lyke a foole grymmynge and wold

not fpeke /
and his flielde lay by hym / and his hors ftode by

hym /
and wel I wote he was a louer

/
A fayr fyr faid fyre lo

Triftram are ye not a louer / mary fy on that crafte faid fir dy-

nadan
/
that is euylle faid faid fire Triftram / for a knj-^t maj-e

neuer be of proweffe /
but yf he be a louer / it is wel faid faid fir

Dynadan /
Now telle me your name fyth ye be a louer

/ or els

I fiialle doo bataille with yow /
As for that faid fir Triftram li

hit is no reafon to fyghte with ."ne / but I telle yow my name

And as for that my name fhalle ye not wete as at this tyme

Fy for fliame faid Dynadan arte thovv a knyghte and darfte

not telle thy name to me
/
therfore I wil fyghte with the

/
As

for that faid fir Triftram I wylle be aduyfed / for I wil not 20

doo batail /
but yf me lyft /

And y{ I doo batail faid fire Trift-

ram ye are not able to withftande me
/ Fy on the coward fayd

fyre Dynadan /
and thus as they houed ftyl they fawe a kn-

yght came rydyng ageynft them / Lo faid fir Triftram fee whe-

re cometh a knyght rydynge wyll lufte with you / Anon as fir 25

Dynadan beheld hym he faid that is the fame doted kny5t that

I fawe lye by the welle neither flepyng ne wakyng / wel fa-

yde fire Triftram I knowe that knyght wel with the couerd

ftielde of afure /
he is the kynges fone of Northumberland / his

name is Epynegrys / and he is as grete a louer as I knowe / 30

and he loueth the kynges doughter of walys a ful fayre lady

And now I fuppofe faid fire Triftram / and ye requyre hj-m / he

wille lufte with yow / and thenne flialle }'e preue whether a lo-

uer be a better knyghte or ye that wylle not loue no lady / wel

faid Dynadan now ftialt thou fee what I fliall do / There with 35

alle fire Dynadan fpake on hyghe and faid fir knyghte make
the redy to lufte with me

/ for it is the cuftome of erraut kny^
tes one to lufte with other

/ Sir faid Epynegrys is
}?'

the rule
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of yow arraunt knyghtcs for to make a knyght to lufte will

he or nyll / As for that fayd Dynadan make the rcdy / for here

is for me
/
And there with al they fpored thcyr horfcs & mett

to gyders foo hard that Epynegrys fmote dounc fir Dynadan
5 Thenne fir Triftram rode to fire Dynadan and fayd how now
me femeth the louer hath wel fpedde / Fy on the Coward fayd

fyre Dynadan /
and yf thow be a good Knyghte reuenge me/

Nay faid fyr Triftram I wylle not lufle as at this tyme /

but take your hors and lete vs goo hens
/
God defcnde me fa-

10 yd fyre Dynadan from thy felaufiiyp /
For I neuer fped wel

fyn I mette with the / and foo they departed / wel fayd fir trif-

tram / peraduenture I coude telle yow tydynges of fir triftram

God defende me faid Dynadan from thy felaufhyp /
for fir trif-

tram were mykel the werfe /
and he were in thy company /

and

15 thenne they departed / Syre faid fir Triftram yet it may hap-

pen I flial mete with you in other places / fo rode fyr Triftram

vnto loyous gard / and there he herd in that toune grete no-

yfe and crye / what is this noyfe faid fire Triftram / Syre fayd

they here is a knyght of this caftel that hath ben longe among
20 vs /

and ryght now he is flayne with two knyghtcs / And

for none other caufe
/
but that ourc knyghte fayd that fir Lau-

celot were a better Knyght than fyre Gawayne / that was a

fymple caufe faid fir Triftram for to flee a good knyght for to

faye wel by his mayfter / That is lytel remedy to vs fayde the

25 men of the toune /
For and fire Launcelot had ben here / foone

we fliold haue ben reuenged vpon the fals knyghtcs / whan

fyre Triftram herd them faye foo / he fente for his flielde / & for

his fpere /
and lyghtly within a whyle he had ouertake them/

and badde them tome and amende that they had myfdone /

30 What amendes woldeft thow haue fayd the one Knyghte / &
therwith they tooke thcyr cours / and cythcr mette other fo hard

that fyr Triftram fmote doune that knyghte ouer his hors ta-

yle /
Thenne the other knyght dreffid hym to fyr Triftram / and

in the fame wyfe he ferued the other knyghte / ^ And thenne

35 they gate of their horfes as wel as they myghte and dreffyd

their flieldes and fwerdes do do their bataile to the vtteraunce

Knyghtcs faid fire Triftram ye flialle telle me of whens ye ar

and what be yourc names / for fuche men )-e my^te be ye fhold
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hard efcape my handes /
and ye myghte be fuche men of fuche a

countre / that for alle your euylle dedes ye fhold paffe quyte /

Wete thow wel fyre Knyghte fayde they we feare not to telle

the oure names / for my name is fyr Agrauayne / and my na-

name is Gaherys bretheren vnto the good Knyghte fire Gawa- 5

yne / and we be neuevves vnto kyng Arthur / wel fayd fir trif-

tram for Kynge Arthurs fake I flialle lete yow paffe as att

this tyme / But hit is fliame faid fire Trillram that fire Ga-

wayne and ye be comen of foo grete a blood that ye foure bre-

theren are foo named as ye be /
For ye be called the gretteft def- 10

troyers and murtherers of good Knyghtes that ben now in

this reame / for it is but as I herde faye that fyr Gawayne &

ye flewe amonge yow a better knyght than euer ye were
/ that

was the noble knyghte fyre Lamorak de galys / and hit hadde

pleafed god fayd fyre Triflram I wold I had ben by fyre 15

Lamorak at his deth / thenne fholdeft thou haue gone the fame

way faid fir Gaherys / Fayre knyghte faid fyre Triflram ther

muft haue ben many moo knyghtes than ye are / And there

with alle fire Triflram departed fro them toward loyous gard

And whanne he was departed / they took theyre horfes / and 20

the one faid to the other / we wylle ouertake hym and be reuen-

ged vpon hym in the defpyte of fire Lamorak

C Capitulum Ivi

SOo
when they hadde ouertake fire Trifirram / fir Agra-

uayne badde hym torne traytour knyght / that is euyll

fayd / faid fir Triftram / and ther with he pulled out his 25

fuerd
/ and fmote fyr Agrauayne fuche a buffet vpon the helme

that he tombled doune of his hors in a fwoune / and he hadde
a greuous wounde

/
And thenne he torned to Gaherys / and fire

Triftram fmote his fwerd and his helme to gyders with fuche

a myght that Gaherys felle oute of his fadel / and foo fir Trift- 30

ram rode vnto loyous gard and there he alyght and vnarmed

hym /
Soo fire Trifi:ram told la beale Ifoud of alle his aduen-

ture as ye haue herd to forne
/ And whan flie herd hym telle of

fire Dynadan / fyr faid fiic is not that he that made the fong by
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kynge Markc / lliat fame is he faid fire Triftram / for he is the

bed bourdcr and lapcr and a noble knyghte of his handes /

and the belt fclawe that I knowe / and alle good knyghtes
louc his felaufliip / Alias fyrc faid flie why broughtc ye not

5 hym with yow / haue ye no care fayd fyr Triftram / for he rydeth

to fcke nic in this countre / and therfore he wylle not awey tyl

he haue met with me / And there fire Triftram told la Beale

Ifoud how fir Dynadan helde ageynfte alle louers / Ryght fo

there came in a varlet and told fir Triftram how there was co-

10 me an errannt knyght in to the toune with fiiche colours vpon
his flield /

that is fyrc Dynadan faid fyrc Triftram / wetc ye
what ye flialle doo faid fire Triftram

/ fend ye for hym my la-

dy Ifoud /
and I wylle not be fcne and ye flial here the me-

ryeft knyghte that eucr ye fpak with alle and the maddcft tal-

15 ker /
and I praye yow hertely that ye make hym good cherc /

Thenne anone la beale Ifoud fente in to the toune / and prayd

fyr Dynadan that he wold come in to the cartel / & rcpofc hym
there with a lady / with a good wylle fayd fir Dynadan / &
foo he mounted vpon his hors and rode in to the caftel / & there

20 he alyghte /
and was vnarmed / & brought in to the caftel / A-

none la Beale Ifoud came vnto hym /
and eyther falewed o-

ther /
thenne Hie afl<ed hym of whcns that he was / Madame fa-

yd Dynadan I am of the courte of Kynge Arthur
/
& kny3te

of the table round
/
and my name is fyre Dynadan / what doo

25 ye in this countrey fayd la Beale Ifoud / Madame fayd he I

feke fyre Triftram the good knyght / for hit was told mc that

he was in this countrey /
hit may wel be faid la Beale Ifoud

but I am not ware of hym / madamc faid Dynadan I mer-

ueylle of fire Triftram and moo other louers what eyleth them

30 to be foo mad and foo foted vpon wymmen / why faid la bea-

le Ifoud /
are ye a Knyght and be no louer / it is fliame to you

where for ye may not be called a good kny^te /
and yf ye ma-

ke a quarel for a lady / God defende me fayd Dynadan /
for the

loye of loue is to fliort / and the forow therof and what cometh

35 therof dureth ouer longe /
A faid la Beale Ifoud fay ye not

foo /
for here faft by was the good knyght fire Bleoberys that

foughte with thre knyghtes at ones for a damoyfels fake /
&

he wanne her afore the kynge of Northumberland / hit was fo
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raid fire Dynadan for I knowe hym wel for a good kny5te

and a noble and comen of noble blood / for alle ben noble kn-

yghtes of vvhomc he is comen of /
that is fire Launcclot du la-

ke / Now I pray yovv faid la Beale Ifoud / telle me wylle

ye fyghte for my loue with thre knyghtes that done mc grete 5

wronge /
and in foo moche as ye be a kny3t of kyng Arthurs

I requyre yow to doo batail for me /
Thenne fyr Dynadan fa-

yd I flialle fay yow ye be as fayr a lady as euer I fawe o-

ny / and moche fayrer than is my lady quene Gueneuer
/
but

wete ye wel at one word I wylle not fyghte for yow wyth lu

thre knyghtes /
Ihefu defende me

/
Thenne Ifoud lough /

& had

good game at hym / Soo he had alle the chere that flie myghtc

make hym / and there he lay alle that nyght / And on the morn

erly fyr Triflram armed hym and la beale Ifoud gaf hym a

good helme /
and thenne he promyfed her that he wold mete 15

with fyr Dynadan /
And they two wold ryde to gyders vnto

Lona5ep where the turnement fliold be /
and there flial I ma-

ke redy for yow where ye Ihalle fee the turnement /
Thenne de-

parted fir Triftram with two fquyers that bare his flield & his

fperes that were grete and longe /
20

C Capitulum Ivij

/^^^ Henne after that fyr Dynadan departed / and rode his

I way a grete paas vntyl he had ouertake fir Triftram

^^1^ And when fyr Dynadan had ouertake hym / he knc-

we hym anone / and he hated the felaufhip of hym aboue all

other knyghtes / A faid fyre Dynadan art thow that coward -5

knyght that I mette with yefterday / kepe the / for thou Ihalte

lufte with mc maulgre thy hede /
Wel faid fire Triftram and I

am lothe to lufte / and foo they Icte thcyr horfes renne / and fyr

Triftram myffid of hym a purpos / & lir Dynadan brak a fpc-

re vpon fire Triflram / and there with fyre Dynadan dreffid jo

hym to to drawe out his fwerd
/
Not foo faid fir Triltram

/ why
are ye foo wrothe I wille not fyghte / Fy on the coward fayd

Dynadan thow fliameft alle knyghtes / As for that faid fyre

Triftram I care not
/

for I wille wayte vpon you and be vnder
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your prolectyon / for by caufe ye are fo good a knyght ye may
fauc me / The dcuylle dclyucr me of the faid fyr Dynadan / for

thou arte as goodely a man of armes and of thy perfone as

eucr I fawe and the mooft coward that euer I fawe / what

S wold thow doo with tho grete fperes that thou caryefl: with the

I Ihallc gyue them faid fir Triftram to fomme good knyght

whan I come to the turnement /
And yf I fee yow doo bed /

I

flialle gyue them to yow / Soo thus as they rode talkyng they

fawe where came an erraunt knyght afore them that drcffyd

10 hym to lufte
/
Loo faid fyr Triftram yonder is one wylle luRe

now dreffe the to hym /
a fhame betyde the faid fire Dynadan /

Nay not foo faid Triftram for that knyght befemeth a fhrewe /

Thenne llialle I faid fyr Dynadan and foo they dreffid their

flieldes and their fperes / and they mette to gyders foo hard /

IS that the other knyght fmote doun fir Dynadan from hys hors

Loo faid fir Triftram hit had ben better ye had lefte / Fy on

the coward faid fire Dynadan / Thenne fir Dynadan flartc vp

and gat his fwerd in his hande / and profered to do batail on

foote /
whether in loue or in wrathe faide the other knyghte /

letc

20 vs doo bataille in loue faid fir Dynadan / what is your name

faid that knyght I pray yow telle me / wete ye wel my name

is fir Dynadan / A Dynadan faid that knyght and my na-

me is Gareth the yongcft broder vnto fyre Gawayne / thenne

eyther made of other grete chere / for this Gareth was the beft

25 knyghte of alle tho bretheren / and he preued a good Knyghte

Thenne they took their horfes / and there they fpak of fir Trif-

tram how fuche a coward he was /
and euery word fir Triftram

herd and lough them to fcorne /
Thenne were they ware where

came a knyght afore them wel horfed and wel armed / and he

30 made hym redy to lufle /
Fair knyghtes faid fyr Triftram / lo-

ke betwixe yow who flialle lufte with yonder knyghte /
for I

warne yow I wille not haue adoo with hym / thenne fliall I

faid fyr Gareth / and foo they encountred to gyders /
and there

that knyght fmote doune fire Gareth ouer his hors croupe

35 How now faide fire Triftram vnto fyre Dynadan /
dreffe the

now and reuenge the good knyght Gareth / That Ihall I not

faid fir Dynadan / for he hath ftryken doune a moche bygger
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knyghte than I am /
A faid fire Triftram now fire Dynadan

I fee and fele wel your herte fayleth yovv / therfore now flialle

ye fee what I flialle doo /
And thenne fire Triftram hurtled

vnto that knyghte /
and fmote hym quytc from his hors / And

whanne fire Dynadan fawe that /
he merueyled gretely /

And 5

thenne he demed that hit was fire Triftram / Thenne this kny-

Tht that was on foot pulled oute his fwerd to doo bataille /

what is your name faid fire Triftram /
wete ye wel fayde that

knyghte my name is fyre Palomydes /
What knyghte hate ye

mooft faid fyr Triftram / Syr knyeght faid he I hate fir Trif- '^

tram to the dethe /
for and I may mete with hym the one of

vs flialle dye / ye faye wel faid fir Triftram / and wete ye wel

that I am fire Trifl;ram de lyones /
and now doo your werfle

whanne fire Palomydes herd hym faye foo he was aflonyed /

And thenne he faid thus I praye yovv fir Triftram forgyuc 15

me alle myn euylle wylle /
And yf I lyue I flial doo you fer-

uyfe aboue alle other knyghtes that ben lyuynge / and there as

I haue owed yow euylle wylle me fore repenteth /
I wote not

what eyleth me / for me femeth that ye are a good knyghte / &

none other Knyghte that named hym felf a good knyghte 20

fliold not hate yow therfor I requyre yovv fyr triftram take no

difpleafyr at myn vnkynde wordes / Syr Palomydes faid fire

Triltram ye fay wel /
and wel I wote ye are a good knyghte

for I haue fene you preued and many grete enterpryfes ha-

ue ye taken vpon yow /
and wel encheued them

/
therfor faid 25

fire Triftram and ye haue ony euyll wille to me
/
now maye ye

ryghte hit /
for I am redy at your hand / Not foo my lord fire

Triftram I wille doo yow knyghtly feruyfe in all thynge as

ye vvyl commaunde / and ryght foo I will take yow faid fyrc

Triftram
/
and foo they rode fortlie on theyr wayes talkyng of io

many thynges / O my lord fire Triftram faid Dynadan / foule

haue ye mocked me
/

for god knoweth I cam in to this coutrey

for your fake
/
and by the aduyfe of my lord fire Launcelot /

And yet wold not fire Launcelot telle me certeynte of you
where I fliold fynde yovv / Truly faid fir Triftram fyre Laun- 35

celot wifte wel wherr I was
/ for I abode within his owne caf-

tel/

C Capitulum Iviij
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/^^i^Hus they rode vntyl they were ware of the Cartel lo-

1 naicp / And thenne were they ware of fourc liondcrd

^^^ tcntys and pauclions /
and merueylous grctc ordcna-

unce / Soo god me helpe faide fire Triftram yonder I fee the

5 gretteft ordenaunce that cuer I fawe / Syre faid ]'alomydes /

me femetli that there was as grete an ordenaunce att the callel

of maydens vpon the roche where ye wanne the prycc / for I fa-

we my felf where ye foriulled thyrtty knyghtes / ^ Syr fayd

Dynadan and in Surlufe at that turnement that Galahalt

10 of the longe lies maade the whiche there dured feuen dayes /

was as grete a gadrynge as is here
/

for there were many nacy-

ons /
who was the beft faid Hre Triftram / fire it was fir Laun-

celot du lake and the noble knyghte fire Lamorak de galys /

and fir launcelot wanne the degree / I doubte not faid fir Trif-

15
tram but he wanne the degree / So he had not ben ouermatched

with many knyghtes / and of the dethe of fire Lamorak fayd

fyre Triftram hit was ouer grete pyte /
for I dare fay /

he was

the cleneft my5ted man and the beft wynded of his age / that

was on lyue / for I knewe hym that he was the byggeft kny-

20 ght that euer I mette with all but yf hit were fire Launcelot/

Alias faid fire Triftram ful woo is me for his deth / And yf

they were not the cofyns of my lord Arthur that flewe hym /

they fliold dye for hit / and all tho that were confcntyng to his

dethe / And for fuche thynges faid fire Triftram I feare to dra-

25
we vnto the courte of my lord Arthur / I wylle that ye wete

hit faid fire Triftram vnto Gare/h / Syre I blame yow not fa-

id Gareth / For wel I vnderftande the vengeaunce of my bre-

theren fire Gawayne / Agrauayne / Gaherys / and Mordred
/

But as for me faid fire Gareth I medle not of their maters

30 therfore there is none of them that loueth me / And for I vn-

derftande they be murtherers of good knyghtes I lefte theyre

company / and god wold I had ben by fayd Gareth whanne

the noble knyghte fyre Lamorak was fiayne / Now as Ihefu

be my help faid fir Trillram / it is wel faid of you / for I had Ic-

35 uer than al the gold betwixe this & Rome I had ben there/

ye wys faid palomydes & foo wold I had ben there / & yet had I

neuer the degree at no lufles nor turnement there as he was /

but he put me to the werfe or on foot or on horfbak / & that day
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that he was flayne he dyd the moft dedes of armes that euer I

fawe knyghte doo in alle my lyfe dayes

^ And whan hym was gyuen the degree by my lord Arth-

ur
/ fyre Gawayne and his thre bretheren Agrauayne / Gahe-

rys and fire Mordred fette vpon fyre Lamorack in a pryuy 5

place / and there they flewe his hors / and fo they fought with

hym on foote more than thre houres bothe biforne hym and be-

hynd hym / and fire Mordred gaf hym his dethes wound /

behynde hym at his bak / and alle to hewe hym / for one of his

fquyers told me that fawe hit / Fy vpon treafon faid fir Tryf- 10

tram
/ for hit kylleth my herte to here this tale / So it doth myn

faid Gareth bretheren as they be myn I fliall neuer loue them
nor drawe in their felaufliip for that dede / Now fpeke we of

other dedes faid Palomydes / and lete hym be / for his lyf ye

maye not gete ageyne /
that is the more pyte faid Dynadan / 15

For fire Gawayne and his bretheren excepte yow fire Gareth/
haten alle the good knyghtes of the round table for the moft

party / for wel I wotc and they myght pryuely / they hate my
lord fire Launcelot and al his kynne /

and grete pryuy defpy-
te they haue at hym / and that is my lorde fyre launcelot wel 20

ware of
/ and that caufeth hym to haue the good knyghtes of

his kyn aboutc hym /SC Capitulum liy
Yre faid Palomydes lete vs leue of this matere / and

lete vs fee how we flialle doo at this turnement / By
myn aduyfe faid Palomydes lete vs foure holde to gyders a- 25

geynfte alle that wyl come / Not by my counceil faid fire Trif-

tram /
for I fee by their pauelions ther wil be four honderd kn-

yghtes /
and doubte ye not faid fir Trillram but there wil be ma-

ny good knyghtes /
and be a man neuer foo valyaunt nor foo

bygge / yet he may be ouermatched / And foo haue I fene kn- 30

yghtes done many tymes / And whanne they wend beft to haue

wonne worfhip they lofte hit / For manhode is not worthe / but

yf it be medled with wyfedome / And as for me faid fir Tryf-
tram hit maye happen I fhalle kepe myn owne hede as wel

as another / Soo thus they rode vntyl that they came to hum- 35

ber bank where they herd a crye and a doleful noyfe / ^ Thenne
were they ware in the wynde where came a ryche veffel hylled

[leaf 257] . 2 K



JBOOl! I.: [ 5 ' 4 ] [Cbap. III.

ouer with reed fylke / and the vcffel londed fafl by them
/

There with fire Triflram alyghte and his knyghtes / And fo

fyre Triflram wcntc afore and entred in to that veffel ^ And

whanne he came within he favve a fayre bedde rychely coucrd /

5 and there vpon laye a dede femely knyghte all armed fauf the

hede was al bebledde with dedely woundes vpon hym /
the whi-

che femed to be a paffynge good knyghte / ^ How may thys

be faid fire Triflram / that this knyghte is thus flayne /
Thenne

fyre Triftram was ware of a letter in the dede kny3tes hande /

10 Maifter maronners faid fire Triflram what meaneth that let-

ter
/ Syre fayd they /

in that letter ye flialle here and knowe hou

he was flayne / and for what caufe / and what was his name/
But fire faid the maronners wete ye wel that no man fliall

take that letter and rede hit but yf he be a good knyghte / and

15 that he wille feythfuUy promyfe to reuenge his dethc / els flial

there no knyghte fee that letter open / wete ye wel faid fir Trif-

tram that fomme of vs may reuenge his dethe as wel as other

And yf hit be foo as ye maronners faye / his dethe fhalle be re-

uenged / And there with fire Triftram took the letter oute of

20 the knyghtes hande / and hit fayd thus / Harmaunce kynge &
lord of the reed Cyte I fend vnto alle knyghtes erraunt re-

commaundynge vnto yow noble knyghtes of Arthurs courte

I byfeche them alle amonge them to fynde one knyghte that

wylle fyghte for my fake with two bretheren that I brought

25 vp of nought and felonfly and traytourly they haue flayne

me / wherfore I byfeche one good knyghte to reuenge my deth

And he that reuenged my dethe I wille that he haue my rede

Cyte and alle my cartels / Syre faid the maronners wete ye
wel this kynge and knyghte that here lyeth was a ful wor-

30 fhipful man and of ful grete proweffe / and ful wel he loued

alle maner knyghtes errauntes / Soo god me help faid fire

Triftram here is a pyteous caas / and ful fayne I wold take

this enterpryfe vpon me / but I haue made fuche a promyfe that

nedes I muft be at this grete turnement / or els I am fhamed

35 For wel I wote for my fake in efpecyal my lord Arthur lete

make this luftes and turnement in this countrey / and well

I wote that many worfhipful people wylle be there att that

turnement for to fee me / therfor I fere me to take this enterpryfe
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vpon me that I fhal not come ageyne by tyme to this luftys

Syr faid Palomydes / I pray yow gyue me this enterpryfe /

and ye fhall fee me encheue it worfliipfully / outher els I fhal

dye in this quarel /
wel faid fne Triftram /

and this enterpryce

I gyue yow with this that ye be with me at this turnement/ 5

that flialle be as this day feuen nyght / Syre faid Palomydes/

I promyfe yow that I flialle be with yow by that day / yf I

be vnflayne or vnmaymed

C Capitulum ly

/^fc^ Henne departed fire Triftram /
Gareth /

and fir Dyna-

/ I dan / and lefte fire Palomydes in the veffel /
and fo fir 10

^^J^ Triftram behelde the maronners how they fayled ouer

longe humber / And whan fir Palomydes was oute of theyre

fyghte / they toke theyr horfes and beheld aboute them / And

thenne were they ware of a Knyght that came rydyng agey-

nft them vnarmed /
and nothynge aboute hym but a fwerd / 15

And whan this knyghte came nyghe them / he falewed them / &

they hym ageyne /
Faire knyghtes fayd that knyght I praye

yow in foo moche as ye be knyghtes erraunt that ye wille come

and fee my caftel and take fuche as ye fynde there / I praye

yow hertely / and foo they rode with hym vntyl his Caftel /
& 20

there they were brought in to the halle that was wel apparail-

led / and foo they were there vnarmed and fette at a bord / &
whan this knyghte fawe fire Triftram anone he knewe hym /

And thenne this Knyght waxed pale and wroth at fir trif-

tram / whan fire Triftram fawe his hooft make fuche chere / he 2$

merueylled and faid Syrc myn hooft what chere make yow
wete thou wel faid he I fare the wcrfe for the /

for I knowe the

fir Triftram dc lyones / thou flewcft my broder / And therfore

I gyue the fomons I wille flee the / and euer I maye gete

the at large / Syr knyght faid fir Triftram I am neuer ad- 30

uyfed that euer I flewe ony broder of yours / And yf ye fay

that I dyd I wille make amendys vnto my power / I wyll

none amendys faid the kny^t but kepe the from me / So whan

he had dyned fir Triftram afked his amies & departed / & fo they

rode on their wayes /
& within a whyle /

fir Dynadan fawe whe- 35

re cam a kny5t wel armed & wel horfed withoute (helde / fyre
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Triftram faid fir Dynadan take kepc to your felf
/

for I dar vn-

dertake yonder comcth your hooft that will haue ado with you

Lete hym come faid fir Triftram I fliall abyde hym as wcl as

I may / anonc the knyghte whanne he came nyghe fir Triftram

S he cryed and bad hym abyde and kepe hym / So they hurtled

to gyders / but fir Triftram fmote the other knyght fo fore that

he bare hym ouer his hors croupe / That knyght arofe lyghte-

ly and took his hors ageyne /
and foo rode fyerfly to fir Trif-

tram and fmote hym twyes hard vpon the helme / Sir kny3te

lo faid fir Triftram I pray yow leue of and fmyte me no mo-

re / for I wold be lothe to dele with yow / & I my5t chefe / for I

haue your mete and your drynke within my body /
for al that

he wold not leue / and thcne fir Triftram gaf hym fuche a buf-

fet vpon the helme that he felle vp foo doune fro his hors / that

'5 the blood braft oute at the ventayls of his helme / and foo he

lay ftyll lykely to be dede / Thenne fire Triftram faid me rcpen-

teth of this buffet that I fmote fo fore / for as I fuppofe he is

dede / and foo they lefte hym and rode on their wayes / ^ So

they had not ryden but a whyle but they fawe rydyng ayenft

20 them two ful lykely knyghtes wel armed and wel horfed &

goodly feruauntes aboute them / the one was Berraunt le a-

pres /
and he was called the kynge with the honderd Kny3tes

and the other was fir Scgwarydcs whichc were renomcd two

noble Knyghtes / So as they cam cyther by other /
the Kynge

=5 loked vpon fir Dynadan that at that tyme he had fyre Trift-

rams helme vpon his fliolder / the whiche helme the kynge had

fene to fore with the Ouene of Northgalys / and that quene

the kynge loued as peramour /
& that helme the quene of north-

galys had gyuen to la Bcale Ifoud
/
& the quene la Beale

30 Ifoud gaf it to fir Triftram / Syr Knyghte fayd Berraunt

Where had ye that helme / what wold ye faid fire Dynadan /

for I wylle haue adoo with the faid the kynge for the loue of

her that owed that holme / and therfore kepe yow / Soo they

departed and came to gyders with alle their myghtes of the-

35 yr horfes / and there the kyng with the honderd knyghtes fmo-

te fire Dynadan hors and alle to the erthe /
and thcne he com-

maunded his feruaunt goo and take thou his helme of /
and

kepe hit
/ Soo the varlet wente to vnbockel his helme / What
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helme / what wold thou doo faid fir Triftram / leue that helme to

what entente fayd the kynge wille ye fire knyght medle with

that helme /
V/ete yow vvel faid fir Triftram that helme flialle

not dcparte from me or it be derer boughte / Thenne make you re-

dy faid fir Beraunce vnto fyre Triftram / Soo they hurtled to 5

gyders / and there fyr Triftram fmote hym doun ouer his hors

tayle// and thenne the kynge arofe lyghtely /
and gatte his

hors lyghtely ageyne /
And thenne he ftrake fyerfly att fyre

Triftram many grete ftrokes / And thenne fyre Triftram gafe

fir Beraunce fuche a buffet vpon the helme / that he felle doune 10

ouer his hors fore ftonyed / Loo faid Dynadan that helme is

vnhappy to vs tweyne / for I had a falle for hit / and now fir

kynge haue ye another falle /

^ Thenne Segwarydes afked who flial lufte with me /
I pr-

aye the faid fyre Gareth vnto Dynadan /
lete me haue this luf- 15

tes / fyr faid Dynadan I pray yow take it as for me / that is

no reafon faid triftra / for this luftes fliold be yours / ^ Att a

word faid Dynadan I wille not therof / ^ Thenne Gareth

dreffid hym to fyre Segwarides / and there fyre Segwarides

fmote Gareth and his hors to the erthe / ^ Now fayd fyr 20

Triftram to Dynadan lufte with yonder knyghte / I wil not

therof faid Dynadan /
Thenne wille I faid fyr Triftram / and

thenne fyr Triftram ranne to hym / and gaf hym a falle /
and

foo they lefte them on foote / and fyre Triftram rode vnto lo-

yous gard /
and there fir Gareth wold not of his curtofy haue 25

gone in to this caftel / but fyre Triftram wold not fuffre hym
to departe /

And foo they alyghte and vnarmed them / & hadde

grete chere / But whan Dynadan came afore la Beale Ifoud

he curfed the tyme that euer he bare fyr Triftrams helme / and

there he tolde her how fyre Triftram had mocked hym / Thenne 3°

was there laughyng and lapynge at fyr Dynadan that they

wifte not what to doo with hym

C CapitiUum lyj

B^-l Ow wille we leue them mery within loyous gard

H %r & fpeke we of fyr palomydes / thene fir palomydes fail-

led euen longes huber to the coftes of the fee
/
where was a fair 35
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cartel / And at that tymc hit was eriy in the mornynge afore

daye / Thennc the maronners wente vnto fire palomydes /
that

flepte faft / Syrc knyghte faide the maronners ye muftc aryfc /

for here is a caflcl there yc muftc goo in to
/

I affente mc faj-d

S fire Palomydes / and there with alle he aryued / And thennc

he blewe his home that the maronners had ycucn hym /

And whanne they within the Caftel herd that home / they put

forthe many knyghtes and there they flode vpon the walles /

and faid with one voys / welcome be ye to this caftel / and then-

10 ne it waxed clere day / and fire Palomydes entred in to the caf-

tel / And within a whyle he was ferued with many dyuerfe

metes / Thenne fire Palomyders herd aboute hym moche wepy-

nge and grete dole / what may this meane faid fir palomydes /

I loue not to here fuche a forou / and fayne I wold knowe

15 what it meaneth / thenne there came afore hym one whos name

was fir Ebel that faid thus wete ye wel fir knyghte this dole

and forowe is here made euery daye / ^ And for this caufe /

We had a kynge that hyght Hermaunce and he was kynge of

the reed cyte / and this kyng that was lord / was a noble kn-

20 yght large and lyberal of his expenfe /
And in the world he

loued no thynge foo moche as he dyd erraunt kny3tes of ky-

nge Arthurs courte / and alle luftynge huntynge and al ma-

ner of kny3tly games / for fo kynde a kynge and knyghte had

neuer the rule of poure peple as he was / and by caufe of his

25 goodenes and gentylneffe we bemone hym / and euer flialle /

And alle kynges and eflates may beware by oure lord for he

was deflroyed in his owne defaute / for had he cherifflied them

of his blood
/
he hadde yet lyued with grete rycheffe and

refte/

but alle eftates may beware by our kynge / But alias fayd

30 Ebel that we fhalle gyue alle other warnynge by his dethe /

^ Telle me faid palomydes / and in what manere was youre
lord flayne and by whome / Syr faid fir Ebel / oure kyng br-

ought vp of children two men that now are peryllous knygh-
tes / & thefe two knyghtes oure kynge had foo in cherete that he

35 loued no man nor trufled no man of his blood / nor none other

that was aboute hym / And by thefe two knyghtes oure kyng
was gouerned / and foo they ruled hym peafybly and his lan-

des / and neuer wolde they fuffre none of his blood to haue
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no rule with oure kyiige /
And alfo he was foo free and foo

gentyl /
and they fo fals and deceyuable that they ruled hym

peafybly / and that afpyed the lordes of our kynges blood / &

departed from hym vnto their owne lyuelode / Thenne whan

thefe two traytours vnderftoode that they had dryuen alle the 5

lordes of his blood from hym / they were not pleafed with that

rule / but thenne they thoughte to haue more
/
as euer hit is an

old fawe / gyue a chorle rule / and there by he wylle not be fuf-

fyfed / for what fomeuer he be that is ruled by a vylayne born

and the lord of the foyle to be a gentilman born / that fame vy- lo

layne fhalle deftroye alle the gentylmen aboute hym / therfor al

eftates and lordes /
beware /

whome ye take aboute yow / And

yf ye be a knyght of Kyng Arthurs courte remembre this ta-

le
/

for this is the ende and conclufion / my lord and kyng ro-

de vnto the foreft here by by the aduyfe of thefe traytours / and 15

there he chaced at the reed dere armed at alle pyeces ful lyke

a good knyght /
and foo for labour he waxed drye / And then-

ne he alyghte /
and dranke at a welle /

And whan he was a-

lyghte by the affente of thefe two traytours that one that hy-

ght Helyus he fodenly fmote our kynge thurgh the body with 20

a fpere /
and foo they Icfte hym there / And whan they were de-

parted / thenne by fortune I came to the welle /
and fond my

lord and kyng wounded to the dethe / And whan I herd his

complaynte /
I lete brynge hym to the water fyde / and in that

fame fhyp I put hym a lyue /
And whan my lord kynge her- 25

maunce was in that veffel / he requyred me for the true feyth

I owed vnto hym for to wryte a letter in this maner /

4f^^ C Capttulum W
11.^ Ecommaundynge vnto kyng Arthur & to al his kny-

II %, 5tes erraut bifechyng them al that in fo moche as I ky-

ng Hermauce kyng of the reed cyte thus am flayn by felony 30

& treafon thur3 two knyghtes of myn own & of myn own br-

yngyng vp & of myn owne makyng that fom worfhipful kn-

y5t wil reuenge my deth / in fo moche I haue ben euer to my po-

wer wel wlUyng vnto Arthurs court / & who that wil aduen-

ture his lyf with thefe two traitours for my fake in one batail 35

I kyng hermauce kyng of the rede cyte frely gyue hym all my
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landes and rentes that eucr I welded in my lyf / This letter

faid Ebel I wrote by my lordes commaundemcnt / and thenne

he receyued his creatoure /
and whan he was dede / he comman-

ded me or euer he were cold to put that letter faft in his hand/
5 And thenne he commaunded me to putte forthe that fame vef-

fel dounc humber /
and I fliold gyue thefe maronners in com-

maundement ncuer to ftyntc vntyl that they came vnto Logris

where all the noble knyghtes fliall affemble at this tyme / &
there fhalle fomme good knyghte haue pyte on me to reuenge

10 my dethe /
for there was neuer kynge nor lord falflyer ne trai-

tourlyer flayne than I am here to my dethe / ^ Thus was the

complaynte of our kyng Hermauce / Now faid fir Ebel ye kno-

we alle how our lord was bitrayed /
we requyre you for god-

des fake haue pyte vpon his dethe
/
and worfhipfully reuenge

15 his dethe / and thenne may ye weld alle thife landes
/
For we

alle wete wel
/ that & ye may flee thefe two traytours the reed

cyte and alle tho that ben therin will take you for their lord /

Truly faid fire Palomydes hit greueth my herte for to here you
telle this doleful tale / and to faye the trouthe I fawe the fame

20 letter that ye fpeke of / and one of the beft knyghtes on the er-

the redde that letter to me /
and by his commaundemcnt I cam

hydder to reuenge your Kynges deth
/ and therfor haue done /

and Icte me wete where I fliall fynde tho traitours
/

for I flial

neuer be at cafe in my herte tyl I be in handes with them /

25 ^ Syr faid fire Ebel thenne take your fliip ageyne / and that

fliyp muft brynge you vnto the delegable yle faft by the reed

Cyte / and we in this caftel flialle pray for yow / and abyde yo-

ur ageyne comynge /
for this fame caftel and ye fpede wel mufl:

nedes be yours / for oure kyng Harmaunce lete make this caf-

30 tel for the loue of the two traytours /
and fo we kepte it with

ftronge hande
/
& therfore ful fore are we threted

/ ^ wote ye
what ye flial do faid fir Palomydes what fomme euer come of

me / loke ye kepe wel this caftel /
for & it myffortune me foo to

be flayn in this queft / I am fure there wil come one of the beft

35 knyghtes of the world for to reuenge my deth / and that is fir

Trifl:ram de lyones or els fir Launcelot du lake

^ Thenne fir Palomydes departed from that caftel /
And as

he cam nyghe the Cyte / there cam out of a fliyp a goodly knyjt
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armed ageynft hym with his flielde on his fliolder
/
and his

hand vpon his fwerd / And anone as he came nyghe fir Pa-

lomydes he faid fir knyghte what fcke ye here / leue this quefte

for it is myn / and myn it was or euer it was yours / & therfor

I wille haue hit / Syr knyght faid Palomydes it may wel be 5

that this queft was yours or it was myn /
but when the letter

was take oute of the dede kynges hand at that tyme by lyke-

lyhode there was no knyght had vndertake to reuenge the deth

of the kynge / And foo at that tyme I promyfed to reuenge

his dethe / And foo I fliallc or els I am afliamed / ye fay wel lo

fayd the knyghte / but wete ye wel thenne wille I fy5te with

yow / and who be the better knyghte of vs bothe / lete hym take

the bataille vpon hand / I affente me faid fire Palomydes / &
thenne they dreffid their flieldes / and pulled out their fwerdes

and laffhed to gyder many fadde flrokes as men of myghte / & '5

this fy5tyng was more than houre /
but at the laft fir Palomy-

des waxed bygge and better wynded /
foo that thenne he fmotc

that knyght fuche a ftroke / that he made hym to knele vpon his

knees / Thenne that knyghte fpak on hyghe / and fayd gentyll

knyght hold thy hand / Syr Palomydes was goodely & with- 20

drewe his hand / Thenne this knyght fayd wete ye wel kny3t
that thou arte better worthy to haue this bataille than I

/ and

requyrc the of knyghthode telle me thy name / Syr my name is

Palomydes a knyghte of Kynge Arthurs and of the table ro-

und that hyder I came to reuenge the dethe of this dede kynge 25

C Capitulum lyiij

MEl
be ye fond faid the knygyte to Palomydes / for of

alio knyghtes that ben on lyue excepte thre I had le-

ueft haue yow / The fyrfle is fire Launcelot du lake &
fir Triftram de lyones /

the thyrd is my ny} cofyn fyr Lamorck
de galys / and I am broder vnto kynge Harmaunce that is dede 30

& my name is fir Hermynde / ye faye wel faid fir Palomydes / &
ye flial fee how I flial fpede /

& yf I be there flayn / goo ye to my
lord fir laucelot or els to my lord fir Triftram

/ & pray them to

reuenge my deth
/

for as for fir Lamorak hym fhal ye neuer fee

in this world
/ Alias faid fir Hermynde how may that be / he is 35

[leaf -.Gi] G lHj



Sool! !•] [ 5-- ] [Obap. U-lil.

flayne faid fire Palomydes by fire Gawaync and his brcthe-

ren / Soo god me helpc faid Hermynd there was not one for

one that fiewe hym / that is trouthe faid fire Palomydes / for

they were four daungerous knyghtes that fiewe hym /
as Syr

5 Gawayne / fyr Agrauayne / fire Gaherys and fire Mordred /

but fire Gareth the fyfthe broder was awcy /
the bcft ivnyght of

them alle /
And foo fyre Palomydes told liermynde alle the

manere /
and how they fiewe fir Lamorak all only by treafon

So fir Palomydes took his fliip /
and aryued vp at the delecta-

lo ble yle /
And in the meane whyle fyr Hermynde that was the

kynges broder he arryucd vp att the reed Cj'te /
and there he

told them how there was comen a knyghte of kynge Arthurs

to auenge kynge Hermaunce dethe / and his name is fire Pa-

lomydes the good knyght / that for the moofl party he foloweth

15 the beft Glatyfaunt /
Thenne alle the Cyte made grete loye /

for

mykel had they herd of fire Palomydes and of his noble pro-

weffe / Soo lete they ordeyne a meffager and fente vnto the
/ ij /

bretheren / and bad them to make them redy /
for there was a

knyght comen that wold fyghte with them bothe / Soo the mef-

20 fager wente vnto them where they were at a Caflel there befyde

and there he told them how there was a knyght comen of ky-

nge Arthurs courte to fyghte with them bothe at ones
/ he is

welcome faid they / But telle vs we pray yow yf hit be fire

launcelot or ony of his blood / he is none of that blood faid the

25 meffager /
thenne we care the leffe faid the two bretheren / for

with none of the blood of fire launcelot we kepe not to haue a-

doo with alle
/
wete ye wel faid the meffager that his name is

fire Palomydes that yet is vncryftened a noble knyght / well

faid they and he be now vncryftened /
he fhalle neuer be cryft-

30 end
/
Soo they apoynted to be at the cyte within two daycs /

And whanne fire Palomydes was come to the Cyte they ma-

de paffynge grete loye of hym /
and thenne they beheld hym/

and fawe that he was wel made / clenely and byggely /
and vn-

maymed of his lymmes /
and neyther to yonge nor to old

/ and

35 foo alle the peple preyfed hym / and though he was not cryft-

ened yet he byleued in the beft maner / and was fulfeythful &
true of his promyfe / and wel condycyoned /

And by caufe he

made his auowe that he wold neuer be cryftened vnto the ty-
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me that he had encheued the bcftc Glatyfaunt / the whiche was

a ful wonderful beeft and a gretc fygnyfycacyon / for Merlyn

profecyed mochc of that bccll / And alfo fire Palomydcs auo-

wcd neuer to take ful cryftendome vnto the tyme that he had

done feuen batails within the lyftys / So within the thyrd day 5

there came to the Cytc tliefe two bretheren / the one hyght Hc-

lyus /
the other hy^t Helake / the whiche were men of grete pro-

weffe how be hit that they were fals and ful of treafon
/ and

but poure men borne / yet were they noble kny3tes of their han-

des / And with hem they brought fourty knyghtes to that en- 10

tent / that they fhold be bygge ynough for the reed Cyte /

Thus came the two bretheren with gretc bobaunce and pryde /

for they had put the reed Cyte in fere and dammage / Thenne

they were broughte to the lyftes / and fire Palomydcs came in

to the place and fayd thus / be ye the two bretheren Helyus & 15

Helake that flevve your kynge and lord fyr Hermaunce by

felony and treafon / for whome that I am comen hyder to re-

uenge his dethe / wete thow wel faid fir Helyus and fir He-

lake that we ar the fame knyghtes that flewe kyng Harma-

unce / And wete thow wel fire Palomydcs farafyn / that we 20

flialle handle the fo or thou departe that thou flialt wyffhe that

thou werefl; cryflencd / Hit maye wel be faid fir Palomydcs /

for yet I wold not dye or I were cryftened / and yet foo am
I not aferd of yow both / but I truftc to god that I flial dye

a better cryften man than ony of yow both / and doubtc ye not 25

faid fir Palomydcs eyther ye or I flialle be lefte dede in this

place

C Capitulnm lyiiij

M \ Hene they departed and the two bretheren came aye-

^^1^ nft fir Palomydcs / and he ageynft them as faft as the-

ir horfes myght rcnne / And by fortune fir Palomydcs fmote 30

Helake thorou his fhelde and thurgh the breft more than a fa-

dom / Alle this whyle fir Helyas helde vp his fpere / and for

pryde and orgulyte he wold not fmyte fire Palomydcs wyth
his fpere / but whan he fawe his broder lye on the erth / and fa-

we he my5t not helpe hym felf / thcne he faid vnto fir palomydcs 35
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helpc thy felf
/
and tliere with he came hurtlynge vnto fir Palo-

mydes with his fpcrc / and fmotc hym quyte from his fadel

Thenne fire Helyus rode oucr fir Palomydes twyes or thryes

And there with fir Palomydes was afiiamed / & gat the hors

S of fir Ilelj'us by the brydcl / & therwith al the hors arcryd / &
fir Palomydes halp after / & fo they fellc both to the erthe

/ but

anone fir Ilelyus ftartc vp lyghtely & there he fmote fir Palo-

mydes a grete ftroke vpon the helme that he kneled vpon his

owne knee / Thenne they lafflied to gyder many fad flrokes
/'
&

10 tracyd and trauercyd now bakward / now fydelyng hurtlyng
to gyders lyke two bores / & that fame tyme they felle both gro-

uelyng to the erthe / Thus they fought ftyll withoute ony repo-

fynge two houres and ncuer brethed /
& thCne fir Palomydes

waxed faynt and wery / &. fir Helyus waxed paffyng ftrong

IS & doubled his flrokes / & drofe fir Palomydes ouerthwart and

endlonge alle the feld / that they of the cyte whan they fawe fir

Palomydes in this caas they wept & cryed & made grete dole / &
the other party made as grete loye / Alias faid the men of the

Cyte that this noble knyght fliold haue thus be flayne for our kyn-
20 ges fake / & as they were thus wepyng & cryeng /

fir Palomy-
des that had fuffred an honderd ftrokes that it was wonder/
that he ftode on his feet / At the lafl fire Palomydes beheld as

he myght the comen peplc how they wepte for hym / and then-

ne he faid to hym felf
/
A fy for Ihame fyr palomydes why han-

25 geft thou thy hede foo lowe / & there with he bare vp his flield
/ &

loked fir Ilelyus in the vyfage / and he fmote hym a grete ftro-

ke vpon the helme / and after that another and another / And
thenne he fmote fir Helyus with fuche a myghte that he felle to

the erthe grouelynge / and thenne he raffyd of his helme from

30 his hede / and there he fmote hym fuche a buffet that he departed
his hede from the body / And thenne were the pcple of the Cyte
the loyefulleft peple that myght be / Soo they brought hym to

his lodgynge with grete folempnyte / and there alle the peple

became his men
/ And thenne fire Palomydes prayd them all

35 to take kepe vnto alle the lordfhip of Kynge Hermaunce / for

fair firs wete ye wel I maye not as at this tyme abyde with

yow / for I mufte in alle hafte be with my lord kyng Arthur

at the caftel of Lona3ep the whiche I haue promyfed /
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Thcnne was the peple ful heuy at his departynge /
for alle that

Cyte profered fir Palomydes the thyrd parte of their goodes/

foo that he wold abyde with hem / but in no wyfe as at that ty-

me he wold not abyde / and foo fire Palomydes departed / and

foo he came vnto the caftel there as fire Ebel was lieutenaunt/ 5

And whanne they in the caftel wyfte hou fire Palomydes had

fped there was a loyeful meyny / and foo fir Palomydes depar-

ted
/
and came to the caftell of Lona5ep / And whanne he wyft

that fire Trifiiram was not there /
he took his way ouer humber

and came vnto loyous gard where as fir Triftram was and 10

la Beale Ifoud / Syr Triftram had commaunded that what

knyght erraunt came within the loyous gard as in the toune

that they fliold warne fire Triftram / Soo there came a man of

the toune /
and told fire Triftram how there was a Knyghte

in the toune a paffynge goodely man /
What manere of man is 15

he faid fire Triftram / and what fygne bereth he / Soo the man

told fire Triftram alle the tokens of hym /
that is Palomydes

faid Dynadan / it mayc wel be faid fir Triftram / go ye to hym
faid fire Triftram vnto Dynadan / Soo Dynadan wente vn-

to fire Palomydes /
and there eyther made other grete loye / 20

and foo they laye to gyder that nyghte / And on the morne er-

ly came fire Triftram and fire Garcth /
and took them in the-

yr beddes / and foo they arofe and brake their faft

C Capitulum lyv

ENd
thenne fire Triftram defyred fire Palomydes to ry-

dc in to the feldes and woodes / So they were accorded 25

to repofe them in the forefte / And whanne they hadde

played them a grete whylc / they rode vnto a fayre welle / and

anone they were ware of an armed knyght that came rydyng

ageynfte them
/ and there eyther falewed other / Thenne this ar-

med knyghte fpak to fire Triftram and afl-ced what were thefe 30

knyghtes that were lodged in loyous gard /
I wote not what

they ar faid fir Triftram
/
what kny5tes be ye faid that kny^te

for me femeth ye be no knyghtes erraunt by caufe ye ryde vn-

armed / whether we be Knyghtes or not / we lyfte not to telle
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the oure name /
wilt thou not telle me thy name faid that kn-

yght / thenne kcpe the for thou fhalt dye of my handes / & there-

with he gate his fpcrc in his liandes / and wold hauc ronne fir

Trillram thurgh / that favve fir palomydcs / and fmote his hors

r trauerfe in myddes of the fyde that man and hors felle to the

erthe /
And ther with fire palomydes alyghte and pulled out

his fwerd to haue flayne hym / lete be faid fir Triflram / flee

hym not
/
the Knyght is but a foole / it were fhame to fice hym

but take awey his fpere faid fire Triftram / and lete hym take

,Q his hors and goo where that he wille / Soo whan this knyghte

arofe he groned fore of the falle / and foo he took his hors / and

whan he was vp /
he torned thenne his hors and requyred fir

Triftram and fir palomydes to telle hym what knyghtes they

were /
Now wete ye wel faid fir Triftram that my name is fir

15
Triftram de Lyones /

and this knyghtes name is fir palomy-

des /
when he wyfte what they were / he took his hors with the

fpores by caufe they fhold not afke hym his name / and fo ro-

de faft awey thurgh thyck and thynne / Thenne came there by

them a knyghte with a bented flield of afure whos name was

20 Epynogrys /
and he cam toward them a grete wallop / whether

ar ye rydynge faid fir Triftram / my fayre lordes faid Epyno-

grys I folowe the falfeft knyght that bereth the lyf wherfor I

requyre yow telle me whether ye fawe hym / for he bereth a flielde

with a caas of reed ouer it / So god me help faid Triftram fu-

25 che a kny5t departed from vs not a quarter of an houre agon

We pray yow telle vs his name / Alias faid Epynogrys why
lete ye hym efcape from yow /

and he is foo grete a fo vnto al

erraunt knyghtes his name is Breufe faunce pyte /
A fy for

fliame faid fire palomydes / Alias that euer he efcaped myne
30 handes

/
for he is the man in the world that I hate mooft /

Thenne euery knyghte made grete forowe to other / and fo Epy-

nogrys departed and folowed the chace after hym /
Thenne fir

Triftram and his thre felawes rode vnto loyous gard / and

there fir Triftram talked vnto fire palomydes of his batail hou

35 he fped atte reed Cyte / and as ye haue herd afore fo was hit

ended / Truly faid fir Triftram I am gladde j'e haue wel fped

for ye haue done worfiiipfully /
wel faid fir Triftram we muft

forward to morn / and thenne he deuyfed how it ftiold be / and
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fyr Triftram deuyfed to fende his two pauelions to fette them

faft by the welle of Lona5ep /
and therin fhalle be the Ouene

la beale Ifoud / Hit is wel faid
/

faid fir Dynadan but when

fire Palomydes herd of that /
his herte was rauyfflied oute of

mefure / Not withftandynge he fayd but lytel / Soo when they 5

came to loyous gard / fire Palomydes wold not haue gone

in to the cartel / but as fire Triftram took hym by the fynger / &
ladde hym in to the caftel /

And whanne fire Palomydes fawe

la Beale Ifoud he was rauyfflied fo that he myghte vnneth

fpeke / Soo they wente vnto mete
/
but Palomydes myghte not 10

ete / and there was alle the chere that myght be hadde / And on

the morn they were apparaylled to ryde toward Lona3ep /

^ Soo fir Triftram had thre fquyers / and la beale Ifoud had

thre gentylwymmen and bothe the Queue and they were ry-

chely apparailled /
and other peple had they none with them / 15

but varlets to bere their flieldes ard their fperes / ^ And thus

they rode forthe / So as they rode / they fawe afore them a route

of knyghtes / hit was the knyght Galyhodyn with / xx / knygh-

tes with hym / Fair felawes faid Galyhodyn / yonder comen

foure knyghtes and a ryche and wel fayre lady / I am in 20

wyllc to take that lady fro them / That is not of the beft coun-

ceil faid one of Galyhodyns men
/ but fende ye to them / and we-

te what they wille faye /
and foo hit was done

/
there came a fq-

uyer vnto fire Triftram / and afivcd them whether they wold

lufte or els to lefe their lady / Not foo faid fire Triftram telle 25

your lord I byd hym come as many as we ben and wynne
her and take her

/ Syre faid Palomydes and hit pleafe you le-

te me haue this dede / and I fhalle vndertake them all foure /
I

wyll that ye haue it faid fire Triftram at your pleafyr / Now

goo and telle your lord Galyhodyn / that this fame knyghte 3°

wylle encountre with hym and his felawes

C Capitulum lyvj

\ Henne this fquyer departed and told Galyhodyn /
&

^^J^ thenne he drcffid his fhelde
/
and put forthe a fpere /

&
fir Palomydes another / and there fire Palomydes fmotc Galy-

hodyn foo hard that he fmote bothe hors and man to the erthe 35
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And there he had an horryble falle / And thenne came ther an

other knyght / and in the fame wyfe he fcrued hym / and foo

he ferucd the thyrd and the fourthe that he fmote them ouer

their horfe croupes /
and alweyes fire Palomydes fpere was

S hole / Thenne came fixe knyghtes moo of Galyhodyns men / &
wold haue been auenged vpon fire Palomydes / Icte be fayd

fir Galyhod)-n not foo hardy / none of yow alle medle with

this knyght / for he is a man of grete bounte and honoure / &

yf he wold ye were not able to medle with hym / and ryghte

10 foo they helde them flyll / And euer fire Palomydes was rcdy

to lufte
/
And whan he fawe they wold no more / he rode vn-

to fire Triflram / Ryght wel haue ye done faid fir Triftram / &

worfliypfully haue ye done as a good knyghte fliold
/

This

Galyhodyn was nyghe cofyn vnto Galahalt the haute pryncc

15 And this Galyhodyn was a kynge within the countrey of

Surlufe / Soo as fir Triftram / fyr Palomydes / and la Bea-

le Ifoud rode to gyders they fawe afore them four knyghtes
and cuery man had his fpere in his hand / the fyrfi: was fire

Gawayne /
the fecond fir Vwayne / the thyrd fir Sagramor le

20 defyrus / and the fourthe was Dodynas le faueage / Whan fir

palomydes beheld them that the four kny3tes were redy to luf-

te / he praid fir Triftram to gyue hym leue to haue adoo with

them alfo longe as he myghte holde hym on horfbak / And yf
that I be fmyten doune I pray yow reuenge me / wel faid fire

25 Triftram I wille as ye wille / and ye are not foo fayne to ha-

ue vvorfliip but I wold as fayne encreace your worfliip / and

there with all fir Gawayne put forth his fpere / & fir Palomy-
des another / and fo they cam fo egerly to gyders that fir Pa-

lomydes fmote fire Gawayne to the erthe / hors and alle / and

30 in the fame wyfe he ferued Vwayne /
fir Dodynas / and Sagra-

more / Alle thefe four kny5tes fir Palomydes fmote doun with

dyuerfe fperes / And thenne fire Triftram departed toward

Lone3ep / And whanne they were departed thenne came thyd-
der Galyhodyn with his x kny3tes vnto fir Gawayne / & ther

35 he told hym alle how he had fped / I merueyle faid fire Ga-

wayne what knyghtes they ben / that ar fo arayed in grene / &
that kny3t vpon the whyte hors fmote me doun faid galihodyn
& my / iij / felaws / & fo he dyd to me faid gawayn / & wel I wote
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faid fire Gawayne that outlier he vpon the vvhyte hors is fire

Triftram or els fire Palomydes /
and that gay byfene lady is

quene Ifoud /
Thus they talked of one thynge and of other

And in the meane whyle fir Triftram paffed on / tyl that he

came to the welle where his two pauelions were fette /
& there 5

they alyghted / and there they fawe many pauelions and gre-

te araye / Thenne fire Triftram lefte there fire Palomydes and

fire Gareth with la beale Ifoud / and fir Triftram and fyre

Dynadan rode to Lone5ep to herken tydynges / and fire Trift-

ram rode vpon fire Palomydes whyte hors /
And whanne he 10

came in to the caftel /
fir Dynadan herd a grete home blowe / &

to the home drewe many Knyghtes / Thenne fire Triftram af-

ked a Knyght what meaneth the blaft of that home / Sir faid

that Knyght it is alle tho that flialle holde ageynft kyng Ar-

thur at this turnement / The fyrfte is the kynge of Irland /
& 15

the Kynge of Surlufe / the Kynge af Lyftynoyfe / the kyng of

Northumberland / and the kynge of the beft parte of Walys /

with many other countreyes /
and thefe drawe them to a coun-

ceylle to vnderftande what gouernaunce they fhalle be of
/
but

the Kynge of Irland whos name was Marhalt and fader to :o

the good knyghte fir Marhaus that fire Triftram flewe had

alle the fpeche that fir Triftram myghte here it /
He faid lordes

and felawes lete vs loke to our felf /
for wete ye wel Kynge

Arthur is fure of many good Knyghtes / or els he wold not

with foo fewe knyghtes haue adoo with vs / therfore by my co- 25

unceyl lete euery Kynge haue a ftandard and a cognoiffaun-

ce by hym felf that euery knyghte drawe to their naturel lord

and thenne maye euery Kyng and capytayne helpe his kny;,-

tes yf they haue nede / whan fir Triftram had herd all their co-

unceyl /
he rode vnto Kynge Arthur for to here of his counceyl 3°

m
C Capitulum lyvij

^

Vt fir Triftram was not foo foone come in to the pla-

ce but fire Gawayne and fir Galyhodyn wente to ky-

nge Arthur and told hym that fame grene Kny3te in the gre-

ne harneis with the whyte hors fmote vs two doune / and / vj /
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of ourc felawcs this fame day / vvel faid Arthur /
and then-

ne he called fir Triflram and afked hym what was his na-

me / Syre faid fire Triflram ye flialle holde me excufcd as att

this tyme / for ye flialle not wete my name / And there fir Trif-

5 tram retorned and rode his way / I haue merueylle faid Ar-

thur that yonder knyght wille not telle me his name / but goo
thow Gryflet le fyfe do dieu / and praye hym to fpeke with me

betwixe vs / Thenne fire Gryflet rode after hym and ouertoke

hym / and faid hym that kyng Arthur praid hym for to fpe-

10 ke with hym fecretely a parte / vpon this couenaunt faid fir trif-

tram I wille fpeke with hym that I wille torne ageyne /
foo

that ye wille enfure me not to defyre to here my name /
I flialle

vndertake faid fir Gryflet that he wille not gretely defyre hit

of you / Soo they rode to gyders vntyl they cam to kyng Ar-

15 tliur /
Fair fir faid Kynge Arthur what is the caufe ye wylle

not telle me your name / Syr faid fir Triflram withoute a ca-

ufe I wille not hyde my name / vpon what party will ye hold

faid kynge Arthur / Truly my lord faid fir Triflram I wote

not yet on what party I wille be on vntil I come to the felde

20 And there as my herte gyueth me / there wille I hold / but to

morowe ye fhalle fee and preue on what party I fhall come &
there with al he retorned and wente to his pauelions / And

vpon the morne they armed them alle in grene / and came in

to the felde / and there yonge knyghtes beganne to lufte and

25 dyd many worfliipful dedes / Thenne fpacke Gareth vnto fire

Trifl;ram and praid hym to gyue hym leue to breke his fpcre

for hym thoughte fhame to bere his fpere hole ageyne / Whan
fir Triftram herd hym fay foo he lough / and fayd I pray yow
doo your beft / Thenne fir Gareth gate a fpere and profercd to

30 lufte / That fawe a knyght that was neuewe vnto the kynge
of the honderd knyghtes / his name was Selyfes and a good
man of armes / Soo this knyght Selyfes thenne dreffid hym
vnto fir Gareth

/ and they two mette to gyders foo hard / that

eyther fmote other doune his hors and alle to the erthe / fo they wc-

35 re both bryfed and hurte and there they lay tyl the Kyng with

the honderd knyghtes halp Selyfes vp / and fyr Triftram and

fir Palomydes haipe vp Gareth ageyne / and fo they rode with

fir Gareth vnto their pauelions / and thenne they pulled of his
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helme / And whanne la Beale Ifoud fawe fire Gareth bry-

fed in the face / fhe afked hym what eyled hym / Madame fa-

id fire Gareth I had a grete buffet / and as I fuppofe I gaf
another / but none of my felavves god thanke them wold not

refcowe me / Forfothe faid Palomydes hit longed not to none s

of vs as this daye to lulle / for there haue not this day lufted

no preued knyghtes / and nedely ye wold lufte
/
And whan

the other party fawe ye profered your fclf to lufle / they fente

one to yow a paffynge good knyght of his age / for I knovve

hym wel his name is Selyfes / and worfhipfully ye met with lo

hym / and neyther of yow are difhonoured / & therfor refrefflie

your felf that ye may be redy and hole to lufte to morowe /
As for that faid Gareth I fhalle not fayle yow and I may
beftryde myn hors /

C Capitulum lyviij

mOw vpon what party faid Triftram is hit beft / we be 15

with alle as to morne / Syr faid Palomydes ye fhalle

haue myn aduyfe to be ageynft Kynge Arthur as to morne for

on his party wille be fyre Launcelot and many good knygh-
tes of his blood with hym / And the moo men of worfhip that

they be / the more worfhip we fhalle we wynne / That is full 20

knyghtely fpoken faid fir Triftram / and ryght foo as ye coun-

ceile me / foo wille we doo / In the name of god faid they all

Soo that nyghte they were lodged with the beft / And on the

morne whan it was day they were arayed alle in grene trap-

pours fheldes and fperes / and la Bcalc Ifoud in the fame co- 25

loure and her thre damoyfels / And ryghte foo thefe four kn-

yghtes came in to the feld endlonge and thurgh / And fo they
ledde la beale Ifoud thyder as fhe fliold ftande and beholde all

the luftes in a bay wyndowe / but al wayes fhe was wympeld
that no man my5t fee her vyfage / And thenne thefe thre kny5- 30

tes rode ftreyght vnto the party of the kynge of Scottes /
Whan Kyng arthur had fene hym doo all this he afked fir lau-

celot what were thefe kny3tes & that quene /
fir faid launcelot

I can not fay you in certayn / but yf fir Triftram be in this co-

untrey or fir palomydes / wete ye wel it be they in certeyn / and 35
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la beale Ifoud
/
Thenne Arthur called to hym fyre kay and

faid goo lyghtely and vvctc how many knyghtes there ben he-

re lackynge of the table round /
for by the fcges thou maifle

knowe / Soo wcnte fyr kay and fawe by the wrytynge in the

5 feges that there lacked ten knyghtes / and thefe ben their na-

mes that ben not here / Syr Triflram / fyr Palomydes / fyr Per-

cyuale / fyr Gaherys / fyr Epynogrys / fyr Mordred / fyre Dy-
nadan / fyr la cote male tayle and fyr Pelleas the noble kny}!

wel faid arthur fomme of thefe I dar vndertake ar here thys

lo day ageynfl vs / Thenne came therin two bretheren cofyns vn-

to fyre Gawayne the one hyght fyr Edward
/ that other hy3te

fyr Sadok the whiche were two good knyghtes / and they af-

ked of Kynge arthur that they myght haue the fyrft luflcs /

for they were of Orkeney / I am pleafed faid Kynge arthur /

IS Thenne fyr Edward encountred with the Kynge of Scottes/

in whos party was fyre Triflram and fyr Palomydes j
& fyre

Edward fmote the Kynge of Scottes quyte from his hors /

and fyr Sadok fmote doune the Kynge of Northwalys / and

gaf hym a wonder grete falle that there was a grete crye on

20 kynge arthurs party /
and that made fyr Palomydes paffyng

wrothe / and foo fyr palomydes drcffid his flielde and his fpe-

re / and with alle his myght he mette with fyr Edward of or-

keney that he fmote hym foo hard / that his hors myghte not

ftande on his feet / and foo they hurtled to the erthe /
and then-

25 ne with the fame fpere fyr Palomydes fmote doune fyre Sa-

dok ouer his hors croupe / O Ihefu faid arthur what Knyghte
is that arayed all in grene / he lufleth myghtely /

wete you wel

faid fyr Gawayne he is a good Knyghte and yet fhall ye fee

hym lufle better or he departe / and yet flialle ye fee faide fyre

30 Gawayne another bygger Knyghte in the fame coloure than

he is
/ for that fame Knyghte faid fyre Gawayn that fmote

doune ryghte now my four cofyns / he fmote me doune within

thefe two dayes and feuen felawes moo / This meane whylc

as they flood thus talkynge there came in to the place fyr trif-

35 tram vpon a black hors / and or euer / he ftynte he fmote doune

with one fpere four good Knyghtes of Orkeney that were of

the Kynne of fir Gawayn / & fir Gareth & fir Dynadan eue-

ryche of them fmote doun a good Kny3t /
Ihefu feid arthur yoder
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knyghtc vpon the black hors doth myghtely and merueyllo-

ufly wel / Abyde you faid fir Gawayne that knyght with the

black hors beganne not yet /
Thcnnc fyr Triftram made to horfe

ageyne the two kynges that Edward and Sadok had vn-

horfed at the begynnynge /
And thcnne fire Trifi;ram drewe s

his fwerd and rode in to the thyckefi; of the prees ayenfl; them

of Orkeney / and there he fmote doune knyghtes / and rafflied

of helmes and pulled awey theire flicldes / and hurtled doun

many knyghtes / he ferd foo that fire Arthur and alle knygh-

tes had grete merueille whan they fawe one knyghte doo foo lo

grete dedes of armes / and fire Palomydes fayled not vpon

the other fyde / but dyd fo merueylloufly wel that al men had

wonder / For there kynge Arthur lykened fyre Triftram that

was on the black hors lyke to a wood lyon / and lykened fyr

palomydes vpon the whyte hors vnto a wood lybard /
and fir 15

Gareth and fir Dynadan vnto eger wolues / But the cufl:om

was fuche amonge them that none of the kynges wold helpe

other / but alle the felaufln'p of euery ftandard to helpe other

as they myght / but euer fire Trifl;ram dyd foo moche dedes of

armes that they of Orkeney waxed wery of hym /
and fo with- 20

drewe them vnto Lone3ep

C Capitulum lyiy

i \ Henne was the crye of Heraudes and alle manere of

^^J^ comyn peple the grene knyghte hath done merueyllo-

ufly and beten all them of Orkeney /
& there the heraudes nom-

bred that fyr Triftram that fatte vpon the black hors had fmy- 25

ten doune with fperes and fwerdes xxx knyghtes /
and fir pa-

lomydes had fmyten doune twenty knyghtes / and the mooft

party of thefe
/

1
/ kny5tes were of the hous of kyng Arthur / &

proued kny3tes / So god me help faid Arthur vnto fir laucelot

this is a grete fhame to vs to fee four knyghtes bete foo many 30

knyghtes of myn / & therfor make yow redy for we wyll haue

adoo with them
/ Syr faid launcelot wete ye wel that there ar

two paffynge good knyghtes and grete worfliip were hit not

to vs now to haue adoo with them / for they haue this day fore
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trauaylled / As for that faid Arthur I willc be auengyd / &
therfor take with yow fire Bleoberys and fir E6lor

/
and I

wille be the fourthe fayd Arthur / Syre faid Launcelot ye flial

fynde me redy / and my broder fir E6lor and my cofyn fir ble-

5 berys /
And foo whanne they were redy and on horfbak / Now

chefe faid fir Arthur vnto fir laucelot with whome that ye wil

encountre with alle
/ Sir faid Launcelot I wille mete with the

grene knyghte vpon the black hors that was fyre Triftram
/
&

my cofyn fir Bleoberys fhalle matche the grene knyghte vpon
lo the whyte hors that was fir Palomydes / and my broder fyre

E6tor fhalle matche with the grene kny3t vpon the whyte hors

that was fir Gareth / Thenne muft I faid fir Arthur haue a-

doo with the grene knyghte vpon the gryfeld hors / and that

was fire Dynadan / Now euery man take heede to his felawe

15 faid fir launcelot / and foo they trotted on to gyders / and ther

encountred fire Launcelot ageynfte fyre Triftram / ^ Soo fyr

Launcelot fmote fir Triflram foo fore vpon the fhelde that he

bare hors and man to the erthe / but fir launcelot wend that it

had ben fire Palomydes and foo he paffed forthe
/ And then-

20 ne fire Bleoberys encountred with fire Palomydes / and he

fmote hym foo hard vpon the fhelde that fire Palomydes and

his whyte hors ruflled to the erthe ^ Thenne fir E6tor

de marys fmote fire Gareth foo hard that doune he felle of his

hors / And the noble kynge Arthur encountred with fir Dy-
25 nadan / and he fmote hym quyte from his fadel / And thenne

the noyfe torned a whyle how the grene knyghtes were fla-

yn doune / Whanne the Kynge of Northgalys fawe that fyre

Triflram had a falle
/
thenne he remembryd hym how grete de-

des of armes fir Triftram had done / Thenne he made redy ma-

30 ny knyghtes for the cufliomme and crye was fuche that what

knyght were fmyten doun and myghte not be horfed ageyne

by his felawes outher by his owne ftrength that as that daye
he fhold be pryfoner vnto the party that had fmyten hym do-

une / Soo came in the Kynge of Northgalys and he rode flrey-

35 ghte vnto fire Triftram
/
And whanne he came nyghe hym / he

alyghte doune fodenly and bytoke fir Triftram his hors / and

fayd thus Noble knyghte I knowe the not / of what countrey

that thow arte / but for the noble dedes that thow hafte done
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this day take there my hors /
and lete me doo as wel I maye

For as Ihefu me hclpe thow arte better worthy to haue myne
hors than I my felf

/ Gramercy faid fir Triftram / & yf I may
fhalle quyte yow /

loke that ye goo not ferre from vs / And as

I fuppofe I fhalle vvynne yow an other hors / And ther with 5

fire Triftram mounted vpon his hors /
and there he mette with

Kynge Arthur / and he gaf hym fuche a buffet vpon the helme

with his fwerd that kynge Arthur had no power to kepc his

fade! / And thenne fir Triftram gaf the Kynge of Northgalis

kynge Arthurs hors / thenne was there grete prees about kyng 10

Arthur for to horfe hym ageyne / But fire Palomydes wold

not fuffre kynge Arthur to be horfed ageyne / but euer fir Pa-

lomydes fmote on the ryght hand and on the lyfte hand my-

ghtely as a noble knyght / And this meane whyle fir Triftra

rode thorou the thyckeft of the prees / and fmote doune knygh- 15

tes on the ry3t and on the lyfte hand and racyd of helmes

and foo paffed forth vnto his pauelions / and lefte fyr Palo-

mydes on foot / and fyr Triftram chaunged his hors and def-

guyfed hym felf alle in reed hors and harneis /

C Capitulum lyyij

HNd whan the Ouenc la Beale Ifoud fawe that fyre 20

Triftram was vnhorfed and flie wift not where he was

thenne ihe wept gretely /
But fir Triftram whan he was redy

came dafftiynge lyghtely in to the feld / And thenne la Beale

Ifoud afpyed hym / and fo he dyd grete dedes of armcs with

one fpere that was grete / fyr Triftram fmote doune fyue kny3- 25

tes or euer he ftynte /
Thenne fyr Launcelot afpyed hym redy-

ly that it was fyr Triftram and thenne he repentyd hym that

he had fmyten hym doune /
and foo fyr Launcelot went oute

of the prees to rcpofe hym and lyghtely he came ageyne / and

now whanne fyr Triftram came in to the prees thorou his gre- 30

te force / he put fyre palomydes vpon his hors /
and fyr Gareth

and fyre Dynadan /
and thenne they beganne to do merueyl-

loufiy /
but fir Palomydes nor none of his two felawes kne-

we not who had holpen them on horfbak ageyne / But euer

fyre Triftram was nyghe them / and focoured them and they 35
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not hyni by caufe he was chaunged in to reed armour / and al

this whyle fir launcclot was awey / Soo whanne la Beale

Ifoud knewe fir Triftram ageyne vpon his horfbak / flie was

paffynge gladde / and thenne fhe lough and make good chere
/

5 And as hit happend fir palomydes loked vp toward her whe-

re flie lay in the wyndowe / and he afpycd how fhe laughed

and there with he took fuche a reioycynge that he fmote doune

what with his fpere and with his fuerd alia that euer he mett

for thurgh the fyghte of her he was foo enamoured in her loue

10 that he femed at that tyme / that and bothe fir Triftram and fir

Launcelot had ben bothe ageynft hym they fhold haue won-

ne no worfhip of hym / and in his herte as the book faith fyre

Palomydes wyffhed that with his worfhip he myghte haue a-

doo with fir Triftram bifore all men by caufe of la Beale I-

15 foud / ^ Thenne fyre Palomydes beganne to double his ftren-

gthe /
and he dyd foo merueylloufly that alle men had wonder

of hym / and euer he cafte vp his eye vnto la Beale Ifoud /

And whanne he fawe her make fuche chere / he ferd lyke a lyon

that there myghte no man withftande hym / and thenne fyre

20 Triftram beheld hym how that fire Palomydes beftured hym /

and thenne he faid vnto fir Dynadan / foo god me help fir Pa-

lomydes is a paffynge good knyghte and a wel endurynge /

But fuche dedes fawe I hym neuer doo
/
nor neuer herd I telle

that euer he dyd foo moche in one day / it is his day faid Dyna-

25 dan
/
and he wold faye no more vnto fyr Triftram / but to hym

felf he fayd / and yf ye knewe for whos loue he doth alle thefe

dedes of armes / foone wolde fyre Triftram abate his courage/
Alias faid fyre Triftram that fyre Palomydes is not cryfte-

ned / Soo faid Kynge Arthur / and foo faid all tho that behelde

30 hym / Thenne alle peple gaf hym the pryce as for the beft kny-

ght that day that he paffed fyr launcelot outher fyre Triftram

wel faid Dynadan to hym felf alle this worfliip that fyre Pa-

lomydes hath here this daye he maye thanke the Ouene Ifoud

For had ftie ben aweye this daye / fyre Palomydes had not ge-

35 ten the pryce this daye ^ Ryght foo come in to the

felde fyr launcelot du lake and fawe and herd the noyfe and

crye and the grete worftiip that fyre Palomydes had he dreffid

hym ageynft fyr Palomydes with a grete myghty fpere / and
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alonge / and thought to fmyte hym doune /
And whanne fyre

Palomydes fawe fir launcelot come vpon hym foo fafl /
he ran

vpon fire launcelot as faft with his fvverd as he myght / and

as fire launcelot fhold haue ftryken hym /
he fmote his fpere

on fyde / and fmote it atwo with his fwerd /
And fir palomy- 5

des rafflied vnto fire launcelot and thoughte to haue putt hym

to a fliame /
and with his fwerd he fmote hii hors ncclc that

fire launcelot rode vpon /
and thenne fir launcelot felle to the

erthe /
Thenne was the crye huge and grete / fee how fir Palo-

mydes the farafyn hath fmyten doune fyre launcelots hors 10

^ Ryght thenne were there many knyghtes wrothe with fyre

Palomydes by caufe he had done that dede / therfor many kny-

ghtes held there ageynft that it was vnknyghtely done in a

turnement to kylle an hors wilfully but that hit had ben do-

ne in playne batail lyf for lyf '3

C Capitulum lyyl

MHanne
fir Eftor de marys fawe fir launcelot his bro-

der haue fuche a defpyte / & fo feton foot /thenne he gat

a fpere egerly /
& ran ageynft fir palomydes / & he fmote hym fo

hard that he bare hym quyte from his hors / that fawe fir triflra

that was in reed harneis / & he fmote doune fyr E6lor de ma- 20

rys quyte from his hors / thenne fir launcelot dreffid his flield

vpon his fliolder /
& with his fuerd naked in his hand / & fo cam

flrey3t vpon fir palomydes fyerfly & faid wete thou wel thow

haft done me this day the gretteft defpyte that euer ony worfh-

ipful kny3t dyd to me in turnement or in luftes / & therfore I 25

will be auengid vpon the / therfor take kepe to your felf
/ ^ A

mercy noble kny3t faid palomydes / & forgyue me myn vnkyn-

dely dedes for I haue no power nor my3t to withftande you / &
I haue done foo moche this daye that wel I wote I dyd neuer

fo moche nor neuer llial in my lyf dayes / & therfore mooft no- 30

ble kny-,t I requyre the fpare me as at this day / & I promyfe

you I Ihal euer be your kny5t whyle I lyue / And ye putte

me from my worfhip now / ye putte me from the gretteft wor-

ftiip that euer I had or euer ftiaile haue in my lyf dayes / wel
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fayd fire launcclot / I fee for to fay the fothc yc haue done mer-

ueylloudy wcl this day / and I vndcrflande a parte for whos

louc ye doo hit / and wel I wote that loue is a grete mayflrcffe

And yf my hidy were here as flie nys not / wetc yow wel fa-

5 id fire Palomydcs ye fliold not here awey the worfhip / But

beware your loue be not difcouerd / for and fyr Triflram may
knowe hit ye wille repente hit / And fythen my quarel is not

here / ye fliall haue this day the worfliyp as for me confyderyng

the grete trauaylle and payne that ye haue had this day / it we-
10 re no worfliip for me to putte yow from hit / And there wyth

all fir launcelot fuffred fir Palomydes to departe / ^ Thenne fir

Launcelot by grete force and myghte gate his owne hors ma-

ulgre XX knyghtes /
Soo whanne fire Launcelot was horfed/

he dyd many merueylles / and foo dyd fir Triflram / and fyre

'5 palomydes in lykc wyfe /
Thenne fir laucelot fmote doune with

a fpere fir Dynadan / and the kynge of fcotland / and the ky-

nge of walys /
and the kynge of Northumberland

/
and the

kynge of Lyftyncs / Soo thenne fire laucelot and his felawes

fmote doune wcl a fourty knyghtes / Thenne came the kyng of

2Q Irland and the kynge of the ftreyte marches to refcowe fyre

Triftram and fire Palomydes / There beganne a grete medle / &

many knyghtes were fmyten doune on bothe partyes j and al-

weyes fir launcelot fpared fir Triftram /
and he fpared hym /

And fir Palomydes wold not medle with fir launcelot / and

25 foo there was hurtelynge here and there / And thenne Kynge
Arthur fente oute many knyghtes of the table round / and fir

palomydes was cuer in the formcft fronte / and fyre Tryftram

dyd foo ftrongly wcl that the kynge and alle other had mer-

ueylle / And thenne the kynge lete blowe to lodgynge / and by

30 caufe fir Palomydes beganne fyrftc /
and neucr he went nor ro-

de oute of the feld to repofe / but euer he was doynge merueyll-

oufly wel outher on foote or on horfbak / and lengeft durynge

Kynge Arthur and alle the kynges gaf fir Palomydes the ho-

nour and the gree as for that daye / Thenne fyr Triftram com-

35 maunded fir Dynadan to fetche the Ouene la Beale Ifoud

and brynge her to his two pauelions that flode by the wellc /

And foo Dynadan dyd as he was commaunded / But when

fir Palomydes vnderftode and wyfl that fire Triftram was in
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the reed armour /
and on the reed hors / wete ye wel that he

was gladde and foo was fir Gareth and fire Dynadan / For

they alle wende that fyre Tryftram had be taken pryfoner

And thenne euery knyghte drewe to his Inne / And thenne

kynge Arthur and euery knyghte fpake of tho knyghtes / but 5

aboue alle men they gaf fire Palomydes the pryce / and alle

knyghtes that knewe fire Palomydes had wonder of his de-

des / Syre faid fir Launcelot vnto Arthur as for fir Palomy-

des and he be the grene knyghte I dare fay as for this daye he

is beft worthy to haue the degree / for he repofyd hym neuer /
ne lo

neuer chaunged his wedys / And he beganne fyrfte and len-

geft held on / and yet wel I wote faid fir Launcelot that ther

was a better knyght than he /
and that flialle be preued or we

departe vpon payne of my lyf / ^ Thus they talked on eyther

party /
and foo fire Dynadan rayled with fir Triftram & faid 15

what the deuyl is vpon the this diy j for fir palamydes ftrength

febled neuer this day but euer he doubled his ftrengthe

C Capitulum lyyii

HNd
thou fire Trifl:ram faryft alle this daye as though

thou haddeft ben a ficpe /
and therfor I calle the coward

wel Dynadan faid fir Triftram /
I was neuer called co- 20

ward or now of no erthely knyghte in my lyf / and wete thou

wel fyr I calle my fclfe neuer the more coward though fyre

Launcelot gaf me a falle /
For I oute cepte hym of al knygh-

tes /
And doubte ye not fyr Dynadan and fyr Launcelot haue

a quarel good /
he is to ouer good for ony knyght that now is 25

lyuynge /
and yet of his fufferaunce largeffe /

bounte / and cur-

tofy I calle hym knyght pyerles /
and foo fire Triftram was

in maner wrothe with fyr Dynadan /
But alle this langage

fyr Dynadan faid by caufe he wold angre fyre Triftram for to

caufe hym to awake his fpyrytes & to be wrothe for wel kne- 30

we fyr Dynadan that and fyr Triftram were thorouly wrothe

fyre Palomydes fliold not gete the pryce vpon the morn / And

for this entente fyr Dynadan faid alle this raylynge and lan-

gage ageynft fir Triftram
/ Truly faid fyre palomydes /

as for

fyr launcelot of his noble kny3thodc / curtofye and proweffe / 35
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and gentilnes I knouc not his pyere / for this day fayd fyre

Palomydes I dyd ful vncurtoifly vnto fire launcelot and ful

vnknyghtely / and ful knyghtely and curtoifly he dyd to me

agej-nc / for and he had ben as vngentyl to me as I was to

5 hym this daye I had wonne no worfhip / And therfor fayd

Palomydes I fhal be fire launcelots knyght whylcs my lyfc

lafleth / Thys talkynge was in the howfes of Kyngcs / But

alle kynges lordes and knyghtes fayd of clere knyghthodc / &
of pure ftrengthe / of bounte / of curtofye / fyr Launcelot and fir

10 Triftram bare the pryce aboue alle knyghtes that euer were in

Arthurs dayes / And there were neuer knyghtes in Arthurs

dayes dyd half foo many dedes as they dyd /
as the book fa-

yth /
no ten knyghtes dyd not half the dedes that they dyd &

there was neuer knyghte in their dayes that requyred fir la-

15 uncelot or fire Triftram of ony queft foo hit were not to theyre

fliame but they performed their defyre

C Capitulum lyyiii

SOo
on the morne fyre Launcelot departed and fir trif-

tram was redy and la Beale Ifoud with fir Palo-

mydes and fir Gareth / And foo they rode alle in gre-

20 ne ful freffliely byfene vnto the foreft / and fir Trifl:ram left fir

Dynadan flepynge in his bed / and fo as they rode / it happed
the kynge and launcelot flode in a wyndowe / and fawe fyre

Triftram ryde and Ifoud / Syre fayd Launcelot yonder ry-

deth the fayreft lady of the world excepte youre quene Dame

25 Gueneuer / who is that faid fir Arthur / Sir fayd he / it is que-

ne Ifoud that oute taken my lady your quene flie is make-

les / Take your hors faid Arthur / and araye yow at alle ry3-

tes as I wylle doo / and I promyfe yow faid the kynge /
I

wille fee her / ^ Thenne anonc they were armed &

30 horfed / and eyther took a fpere and rode vnto the foreft / Syre

faid launcelot it is not good that ye goo to nyghe them
/ for

wete ye wel there are two as good knyghtes as nowe are ly-

uynge / and therfore fir I pray yow be not to hafty / For perad-

uenture there wille be fomme knyghtes ben difpleafed and we
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come fodenly vpon them /
As for that fayd Arthur I wyll fee

her / for I take no force whome I greue / Syr faid launcelot

ye putte your felf in grete leopardy /
As for that faid the ky-

nge we wille take the aduenture / Ryght foo anone the Kyng
rode euen to her /

and falevved her / and faid god yow faue / 5

Syr faid flie ye are welcome / thenne the kynge beheld her / and

lyked her wonderly wel / with that came fire palomydcs vnto

Arthur and faid vncurtois knyght what fekeft thow here / thou

art vncurtois to come vpon a lady thus fodenly / therfor with-

drawe the / Syr Arthur took none hede of fire palomydes wor- 10

des / but euer he loked flylle vpon Ouene Ifoud / Thenne was

fir Palomydes wrothe / and there with he took a fpere / and cam

hurtelynge vpon Kynge Arthur / and fmote hym doune with

a fpere /
whan fire launcelot fawe that defpyte of fir Palomydes

he fayd to hym felf I am loth to haue adoo with yonder kny- 15

ght / and not for his owne fake but for fir Triftram / And one

thynge I am fure of / yf I fmyte doune fir palomydes I muft

haue adoo with fire Triftram
/

and that were ouer moche for

me to matchc them bothe / for they are two noble knyghtes / not-

withftandyngc whether I lyuc or I dye nedes mufte I re- 20

uenge my lord / and fo wille I what fomeuer befalle of me /

And there with fir launcelot cryed to fir palomydes / kcpe the

from me /
And thenne fir launcelot and fire Palmydes raf-

fhcd to gyder with two fperes ftrongly / But fire Launcelot

fmote fir palomydes foo hard that he wentc quyte oute of his 25

fadel and had a grete falle
/
Whanne fire Triftram fawe fyre

palomydes haue that falle
/
he fayd to fire Launcelot / fyr kny-

ght kepe the / for I muft lufle with the / As for to lufte with

me faid fir launcelot I wille not faylc yow / for no drede I

haue of yow / but I am lothc to haue adoo with yow and I 30

myghte chefe
/

for I will that ye wete that I muft reuenge my
fpecial lord that was vnhorfed vnwarly and vnknyghtely/
And therfor though I reuengyd that falle

/ take ye no difp-

leafyr therin / for he is to me fuche a frende that I may not fee

hym fhamed / anone fir Triftram vnderftode by his parfon and 35

by his knyghtely wordes that it was fir launcelot du lake /

and veryly fir Triftram demed that it was kynge Arthur he

that fir Palomydes had fmyten doune
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And thenne fir Triflram put his fpere from hym / and putte

fire Palomydes ageyne on horfbak / and fir launcelot put kyng
Arthur on horfliak and foo departed / So god me helpe fayd

fire Triftram vnto Palomydes ye dyd not worfliipfully when

5 ye fmote doune that knyght foo fodenly as ye dyd / And we-

te ye wel yc dyd your felf grete fhame
/ for the knyghtes cam

hyder of their gentihieffe to fee a fayre lady / and that is eue-

ry good knyghtes parte to behold a fayr lady / and ye haddc

not adoo to playe fuche mayftryes afore my lady / wete thow

10 wel hit wille tourne to angre / for he that ye fmote doune was

kynge Arthur / and that other was the good knyght fire la-

uncelot / But I flialle not forgete the wordes of fire launcelot

whan that he callyd hym a man of grete worfliip / there by I

wyfl that it was kynge Arthur / And as for fire launcelot /

15 and there had ben fyue honderd knyghtes in the medowe / he

wold not haue refufed them / and yet he faid he wold refufe

me / By that ageyne I wyft that it was fir launcelot / for e-

uer he forbereth me in euery place / and fheweth me grete kynd-
neffe / and of alle knyghtes I oute take none faye what men

20 wille fay / he bereth the floure of al chyualry / faye hit hym who
fomeuer wille / and he be wel angred / and that hym lyft to do

his vtteraunce withoute ony fauour /
I knowe hym not on

lyue but fir launcelot is ouer hard for hym / be hit on horfback

or on foote /
I may neuer byleue fayd Palomydes that kyng

25 Arthur wille ryde foo pryuely as a poure erraunt knyghte / A
faid fir Triftram ye knowe not my lord Arthur / for all kny3-
tes maye lerne to be a knyghte of hym / And therfore ye may
be fory faid fire Triftram of your vnkyndely dedes to fo noble

a kynge / And a thynge that is done may not be vndone fayd

30 Palomydes / Thenne fire Triftram fente quene Ifoud vnto her

lodgynge in the pryory there to behold alle the turnement /

C Capitulum lyyiiij

Henne there was a crye vnto all knyghtes that when

they herd an home blowe they fliold make luftes as

they dyd the fyrft day / And lyke as the bretheren fire
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Edward and fir Sadok beganne the luftes the fyrft daye / fir

Vwayne the kynges fone Vreyn and fir lucanere de buttelere

beganne the luftes the fecond day /
And at the fyrft encountre

fyr Vwayne fmote doune the kynges fone of Scottes /
and fyr

Lucanere ranne ageynfte the kynge of walys / and they brake 5

their fperes alle to pyeces /
and they were foo fyers bothe /

that

they hurtled to gyders that bothe felle to the erthe / fj Thenne

they of Dorkeney horfed ageyne fyr Lucanere /
And thenne

came in fyr Triftram de Lyones /
and thenne fyr Triftram fmo-

te doune fyr Vwayne /
and fyre Lucanere and fyre Palomy- lo

des fmote doune other two Knyghtes /
and fyre Gareth fmote

doune other two Knyghtes /
Thenne faid fyre arthur vnto fyr

Launcelot /
fee yonder thre knyghtes doo paffyngly wel / & na-

mely the fyrft that lufted / Sir faid launcelot that Knyghte

beganne not yet /
but ye flialle fee hym this day doo merueyl- '5

loufly /
and thenne came in to the place the dukes fone of Or-

keney /
and thenne they beganne to do many dedes of armes /

^ Whan fyre Triftram fawe them foo bcgynne / he faid to Pa-

lomydes /
how fele ye your felf / maye ye doo this daye as ye dyd

yefterday / Nay faid Palomydes I fele my felf foo wery and 20

foo fore bryfed of the dedes of yefterday that I maye not endu-

re as I dyd yefterday /
That me repenteth faid fyre Triftram /

for I fliall lacke yow this day / Sire Palomydes faide trufte

not to me / for I maye not doo as I dyd /
alle thefe wordes faid

Palomydes for to begyle fyr Triftram / Syr faid fyr Triftram ^5

vnto fyr Gareth thenne mufte I trufte vpon yow wherfor I

praye yow be not ferre from me to rcfcowe me / and nede be fa-

id Gareth I fhalle not fayle yow in alle that I maye doo

^ Thenne fyr Palomydes rode by hym felf /
and thenne in def-

pyte of fyr Triftram he putte hym felf in the thyckeft precs a- 3°

monge them of Dorkeney / and there he dyd foo merueyllous

dedes of armes that alle men had wonder of hym / for there

myghte none ftande hym a ftroke /
whanne fyre Triftram fawe

fyre Palomydes doo fuche dedes /
he merueylled and fayd to

hym felf
/
he is wery of my company / Soo fyr Triftram beheld 35

hym a grete whyle and dyd but lytel els / for the noyfe and

crye was foo huge / and grete / that fyre Triftram merueylled /

from whens came the ftrengthe that fire Palomydes had there
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in the fclclc / Syr laid lire Garctli vnto fyr Triftram / remembrc

ye not of the vvordes that fyr Dynadan fayd to yow yefterday

when he called yow coward /
for fothe fir he faid it for none yl

for ye are the man in the world that he inooft loueth / and alle

5 that he fayd was for your worfliip / And therfore faid fir Ga-

reth to fir Triftram lete me knowe this daye what ye be / & won-

dre ye not foo vpon fire Palomydes / for he enforceth hym felf to

Wynne alle the worfliip and honour from yow / I maye well

byleue it faid fir Triftram / And fythen I vnderftande his euyl

10 wylle and his enuy / ye fhalle fee / yf that I enforce my felfe /

that the noyfc flialle be lefte that now is vpon hym /

Thenne fire Triftram rode in to the thyckeft of the prees / & then-

ne he dyd foo merueylloufiy wel / and dyd foo grete dedes of

armes that alle men fayd that fire Triftram dyd double fo mo-

15 che dedes of armes as fyre Palomydes had done afore hand/
And thenne the noyfe wente playne from fire Palomydes / and

alle the peple cryed vpon fir Triftram / O Ihefu faid the peple

fee how fire Triftram fmyteth doune with his fpere foo many

knyghtes /
And fee faide they all how many knyghtes he fmy-

20 teth doune with his fuerd /
and of how many knyghtes he raf-

fhed of their helmes and their flieldes / and foo he bete them al

of Orkeney afore hym / How now faid fir launcelot vnto ky-

nge Arthur / I told yow that this daye there wold a kny5t

playe his pagent / yonder rydeth a kny5t ye may fee he doth kny-

25 ghtely / for he hath ftrengthe and wynde / So god me help faid

Arthur to Launcelot ye faye fothe / for I fawe neuer a better

knyghte /
for he paffeth fer fire Palomydes / Syre wete ye well

fayd launcelot hit mufte be foo of ryghte / for hit is hym felfe

that noble knyght fyr Triftram / I maye ryght wel byleue it

30 faid Arthur / But whan fire Palomydes herd the noyfc and

the crye was torned from hym / he rode oute on a parte / and be-

held fir Triftram / And whanne fire Palomydes fawe fir Trif-

tram do fo merueylloufly wel / he wepte paffyngly fore for def-

pyte / for he wifte wel / he (hold no worfhip wynne that daye /

3S for wel knewe fire Palomydes whanne fire Triftram wold

put forth his ftrengthe and his manhode he fhold gete but ly-

tyl worfhip that daye

[leaf 272 verso]

J



JSoofi r-] [ 545 ] [ttbap. ijyv.

C Capitulum lyyv

/^JBl^Henne came kynge Arthur and the kynge of North-

/ I galys /
and fir Launcelot du lake and fire Bleoberis

^^j^ fire Bors de ganys /
fir Eflor de maris / thefe thre kny-

ghtes came in to the feld with fire launcelot / And thenne fire

Launcelot with the thre knyghtes of his kynne dyd foo grete s

dedes of armes that alle the noyfe beganne vpon fir launcelot /

And foo they bete the kynge of walys and the kyng of fcot-

tes ferre abak / and made them to auoyde the felde / but fir Trif-

tram and fir Gareth abode ftylle in the felde and endured all

that euer there came / that alle men had wonder that ony kny- lo

ght myght endure foo many ftrokes
/ But euer fir launcelot &

his thre kynnefmen by the cammaudement of fyr launcelot for-

bare fir Triftram / Thenne faid fir Arthur is that fir Palomy-
des that endureth foo wel

/ nay fa)-d fir launcelot / wete ye wel

it is the good knyght fir Triftram / for yonder ye maye fee fyr 15

Palomydes beholdeth and houeth and doth lytel or noughte /

And fire ye fhalle vnderftande that fire Triftram weneth thys

day to bete vs alle oute of the felde / And as for me faid fire

launcelot I fhal not bete hym / bete hym who foo wil / Sir faid

Launcelot vnto Arthur ye maye fee how fir Palomydes houeth 20

yonder /
as though he were in a dreme / wete ye wel he is ful he-

uy that Triftram doth fuche dedes of armes
/ Thenne is he but a

foole faid Arthur / for neuer was fire Palomydes / nor neuer

fiialle be of fuche provveffe as fir Triftram / And yf he haue o-

ny enuy at fir Triftram and cometh in with hym vpon his fy- 25

de he is a fals knyghte / ^ As the kynge and fir Launcelot

thus fpake / fir Triftram rode pryucly oute of the prees / that

none afpyed hym / but la Beale Ifoud and fir Palomydes /

for they two wold not lete of their eyen vpon fir Triftram/

^ And whanne fir Triftram cam to his pauelions he fond fire 30

Dynadan in his bedde a flepe / Awake faid Triftram / ye ou^t

to be afhamed foo to fiepe whan knyghtes haue ado in the feld

Thenne fyr Dynadan arofe lyghtely and faid fyr what wylle

ye that I flialle doo
/ make yow redy faid fyr Triftram to ryde

with me in to the felde
/ Soo whan fyr Dynadan was armed 35

he loked vpon fyre Triftrams helme and on his fhelde / and
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whan he fawo foo many ftrokes vpon his hehnc and vpon his

fliclde / he faid in good tyme was I thus a flepe / For hadde

I ben with yovv /
I muft nedes for fliame there haue folowed

yow / more for fliame than ony proweffe / that is in me / that I

S fee wel now by tho ftrokes that I fliold haue ben truly beten

as I was yefterdaye / Leue youre lapes faid fire Triftram / &
come of that were in the felde ageyne / what fayd fire Dy-
nadan is your herte vp / yefter daye ye ferd as though ye had

dremcd / Soo thenne fir Triftram was arayed in black harne-

10 is / O Ihefu faid Dynadan what eyleth yow this day /
me fe-

meth yc be wylder than ye were yefterday / Thenne fmyled fyr

Triftram and fayd to Dynadan awayte wel vpon me / yf ye
fee me ouermatched / lokc that ye be euer behynde me / and I

flialle make yow redy way by goddes grace / Soo fir Triftram

15 and fyre Dynadan took their horfes / AUe this afpyed fir pa-

lomydes / bothe their goynge and their comynge / and foo dyd
la Beale Ifoud / for fhe knewe fir Triftram aboue alle other

C Capita I urn lyyvj

^^^10 Henne whanne fire Palomydes fawe that fir Triftram

/ I was defguyfed /
thenne he thoughte to doo hym a flia-

20 ^^g^ me / Soo fyre Palomydes rode to a knyghte that was

fore wounded that fatte vnder a fayre welle from the feldc
/

Syr knyghte faid fire Palomydes I pray you to lone me yo-

ur armour
/
and your fliclde

/
for myn is ouer wel knowen in

this felde
/
and that hath done me grete dommage / and ye fliall

-5 haue myn armour and my flielde that is as fure as yours /

I wille wel faid the knyghte that ye haue myn armour and

my fhelde / yf they may doo yow ony auayle / So fire Palomy-

des armed hym haftely in that Knyghtes armoure & his flield

that flione as ony cryftall or fyluer / and foo he came rydynge

30 in to the felde / And thenne ther was neyther fire Triftram nor

none of kynge Arthurs party that knewe fir Palomydes /

^ And ryght foo as fir Palomydes was come in to the feld

fyr Triftram fmote doune thre Knyghtes euen in the fyght of

fir Palomydes / And thenne fir Palomydes rode ageynft fyre
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Triftram / and eyther mette other with grete fperes / that they

brafte to their handes / And thenne they daffhed to gyder with

fvverdes egerly / Thenne fire Triftram had merueylle what kn-

yghte he was that dyd bataill fo knyghtely with hym / Then-

ne was fir Triftram wrothe / for he felte hym paffynge flronge 5

fo that he demed he myghte not haue adoo with the remenaunt

of the kny3tes by caufe of the flrengthe of fyre palomydes

^ Soo they lafflied to gyder and gaf many fadde ftrokes to

gyders / and many knyghtes merueylled what knyghte he

myghte be that foo encountred with the black knyghte fir trif- lo

tram / ful wel knewe la Beale Ifoud that there was fyre

palomydes that fought with fir Triftram
/ for he afpyed al in

her wyndowe where that fhe ftode
/
as fyr palomydes chaunged

his harneis with the wounded knyghte / And thenne flie be-

ganne to wepe fo hertely for the defpyte of fyr palomydes that 15

ther fhe fwouned / Thenne came in fyr laucelot with the knygh-
tes of Orkeney / And whanne the other party had afpyed fir

Launcelot / they cryed / retorne retorne /
here cometh fyre launce-

lot du lake
/ Soo there came knyghtes and fayd fyr launce-

lot ye muft nedes fyghte with yonder knyght in the black har- 20

neis that was fyr Triftram / for he hath al mooft ouercome that

good knyghte that fyghteth with hym with the fyluer flielde

that was fyr palomydes / Thenne fir launcelot rode betwix fir

Triftram and fyr palomydes / and fyr launcelot faid to palo-

mydes / fyr knyghte lete me haue the batail / for ye haue nede 25

to be repofed / Syr palomydes knewe fyr launcelot wel / and fo

dyd fyre Triftram / but by caufe fyr Launcelot was ferre har-

dyer knyght than hym felf / therfor he was gladde / and fuffred

fyr launcelot to fyghte with fyr Triftram / For wel wyfte he

that fyre launcelot knewe not fir Triftram / and there he hoped 3°

that fyr launcelot fhold bete or fliame fyre Triftram / wherof

fyre palomydes was ful fayne / and foo fyr launcelot gaf fyr

Triftram many fadde ftrokes / but fyre launcelot knewe not fir

Triftram
/ but fir Triftram knewe wel fyre launcelot /

And thus they fought longe to gyders that la Beale Ifoud 35

was wel nygh oute of her mynde for forou / thenne fyr Dyna-
dan told fir Gareth how y kny3t in the black harneis was fir

triftra & this is laucelot y fy3teth with hym )/ muft nedes haue
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the better of hym /
for fir Triflram halh had to moche trauaylle

this day / Thenne lete vs fmyte hym dounc faid fyrc Gareth
/ fo

it is better that we doo faid fire Dynadan thenne fir Triflram

be (liamcd / for yonder houcth the flronge knyghte with the fyl-

5 uer flield to falle vpon fyre Triftram yf nede be / Thenne forthe

with alle Gareth rafflied vpon fyre launcelot / and gaf hym a

gretc ftroke vpon his hehne foo hard that he was aflonycd
And thenne came fyr Dynadan with a fpere / and he fmotc

fyr launcelot fuche a buffet that hors and alle felle to the erthe

10 O Ihefu faid fyr Triflram to fyre Gareth and fyre Dynadan
fy for fhame why dyd ye fmyte doune foo good a knyght as

he is / and namely whan I had adoo with hym / now ye doo

your felf grete fliame /
and hym no difworfhip / For I helde

hym refonable hote though ye had not holpen me / Thenne cam

15 fyre palomydes that was defguyfed and fmote doune fyr Dy-
nadan from his hors / Thenne fyr launcelot by caufe fyr Dyna-
dan had fmyten hym afore hand / thenne fyr launcelot affai-

led fyre Dynadan paffynge fore / and fyre Dynadan defended

hym myghtely / But wel vnderltood fyr Triftram that fyre

20 Dynadan myghte not endure fyr launcelot / wherfor fyr Trift-

ram was fory / Thenne came fyre palomydes frefflie vpon fyre

Triflram / And whanne fyr Triflram fawe hym come / he tho-

ughte to delyuer hym at ones by caufe that he wold helpe fyre

Dynadan by caufe he flode in grete perylle with fyr Launcelot

25 ^ Thenne fyre Triftram hurteled vnto fyre palomydes & gafe

hym a grete buffet / and thenne fir Triftram gate fir palomy-
des and pulled hym doune vnder nethe hym / And fo felle fir

Triftram with hym / and fyr Triftram lepte vp lyghtely and

lefte fir palomydes and wente betwixe fir launcelot and Dy-
30 nadan

/ and thenne they beganne to do bataille to gyders /

^ Ryght foo fire Dynadan gat fir Triftrams hors and faid

on hyghe that fir Launcelot myght here it / my lord fir Triftra

take yours hors / And whanne fire Launcelot herd hym ne-

name fir Triftram / O Ihefu faid launcelot what haue I done

35 I am difhonoured
/ A my lord fyre Triftram faid Launcelot /

why were ye defguyfed / ye haue put your felf in grete perille

this daye / But I praye you noble Knyghte to pardone me /

for and I had knowen yow we had not done this bataille /
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Sir faid fir Triftram this is not the fyrft kyndenes ye fhewed

me
/

foo they were bothe horfed ageyne / Thenne alle the people

on the one fyde gaf fir laucelot the honour and the degree / & on

the other fyde all the people gaf to the noble kny3t fir triftram

the honour and the degree / but launcelot fayd nay ther to /
for s

I am not worthy to haue this honour /
for I wil reporte me vn-

to alle knyghtes that fir Triftram hath ben lenger in the felde

than I / and he hath fmyten doun many moo knyghtes thys

day than I haue done / And therfore I wille gyue fire Trift-

ram my voyce and my name / and fo I praye alle my lordes & lo

felawes foo to doo / Thenne there was the hole voyce of dukes

and Erles / Barons and knyghtes /
that fyr Triftram th)'s

day is preued the befl knyghte

C Capitulum lyyvij

fl I Hennc they blcwe vnto Icdgynge / and Ouene Ifoud

^^J^ was ledde vnto her pauclions /
but wete yow wel flie 15

was wrothe oute of mefure with fyr Palomydes / for flie fawe

alle this treafon from the begynnynge to the endynge / And all

this whyle neyther fyr Triftram neyther fir Gareth nor Dyna-
dan knewe not of the treafon of fir Palomydes / but afterward

ye flialle here that there befelle the gretteft debate betwixe fyre 20

Triftram and fire Palomydes that myghtc be / So whanne the

turnement was done / fir Triftram Gareth and Dynadan rode

with la Beale Ifoud to thefe pauelions / And euer fire Pa-

lomydes rode with them in theyr company dcfguyfed as he was

But whanne fir Triftram had afpyed hym that he was the fa- 25

me knyghte with the Iheld of fylucr / that helde hym foo hote

that day / Sir knyghte faid fire Triftram wete yow wel here is

none that hath nede of youre felaufliip /
and therfore I praye

yow departe from vs / ^ Sire Palomydes anfuerd ageyne as

though he had not knowen fir Triftram / wete yow wel fir kn- 30

yghte from this felaufhip wille I neucr departe /
for one of the

bed knyghtes of the world commaunded me to be in this com-

pany /
and tyl he difcharge me of my feruyfe I wille not be dif-

chargcd / by that fir Triftram knewe that it was fir palomydes
A fir palomydes fayd the noble knyghte fire Triftram ar yc fu- 35

che a knyghte yc haue ben named wrongc / For yc haue longe
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ben called a gentil kny3t /
And as this daye ye haue fhewed

me grcte vngcntilnes /
F"or ye haddc al mooflc broughte me

vnto my dcthe
/
But as for yow I fuppofe I (hold haue done

wcl ynough / but fir launcelot with yow was ouer moche / for

5 I knowe no knyght lyuynge but fire launcelot is ouer good
for hym and he wyllc doo his vttermeft / Alias faid fir Palo-

mydes ar ye my lord fir Triftram / ye fir and that ye knowe wel

ynough / by my knyghthode faid Palomydes vntyl now I kne-

we yow not I wende that ye had ben the Kynge of Irland /

lo for wel I wote ye bare his armes / His armes I bare faid fyre

Triftram /
and that wille I ftand by / For I wanne them ones

in a fclde of a ful noble knyghte /
his name was fir Marhaus

and with grete payne I wanne that knyghte / for there was no-

ne other recouer but fir Marhaus dyed thorugh fals leches / &

15 yet was he neuer yolden to me / Sir faid Palomydes I wend

ye had ben torned vpon fir Launcelots party / and that caufed

me to tome / ye fay wel faid fir Triftram / and fo I take you &
I forgyue yow / Soo thenne they rode in to their pauelions / and

whan they were aly3t they vnarmed them and wafflie theyre

20 faces and handes
/
and foo yode vnto mete and were fette atte

their table / But whanne Ifoud fawe fir Palomydes fhe chau-

ged thenne her colours & for wrath fhe myght not fpeke / Anon
fir Triftram afpyed her countenaunce and faid Madame / for

what caufe make ye vs fuche chere
/ we haue ben fore trauailed

25 this day / Myn owne lord faid la Beale Ifoud for goddes fa-

ke be ye not dyfpleafyd with me / for I maye none other wyfe
doo / for I fawe thys day how ye were bitrayed and nyghe bro-

ughte to your dethe / Truly fyre I fawe euery dele how and in

what wyfe and therfor fyr how fhold I fuffre in your prefence

30 fuche a felon and traytour as fir Palomydes / For I fawe hym
with myn eyen /

how he beheld yow whan ye wente oute of the

fclde
/

for euer he houed ftylle vpon his hors til he fawe yow co-

me in ageynward / And thcne forth with al I fawe hym ryde to

the hurte knyghte and chaunged harneis with hym / And thenr

35 ne ftreyghte I fawe hym how he rode in to the felde /

^ And anone as he had foude yow / he encountred with yow/
and thus wilfully fir Palomydes dyd bataille with yow / &
as for hym fir I was not gretely aferd but I dred fore laucelot
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that knewe yow not /
Madame faid Palomydes ye maye faye

what fo ye wyll / I maye not contrary yow but by my knyghtho-

de I knewe not fir Triftram / J[ Sir Palomydes faid fir Trif-

tram I wille take your excufe /
but wel I wote ye fpared me

but lytel / but alle is pardonned on my party /
Thenne la beale 5

Ifoud held doune her heed and faid no more at that tyme /

C Capitulum lyyviil

HNd there with alle two knyghtes armed cam vnto the

pauelione / and there they alyghte bothe / and came in

armed at alle pyeces / Faire knyghtes fayd fyre Triflram / ye

ar to blame to come thus armed at alle pyeces vpon me why- 10

le we ar at oure mete / yf ye wold ony thynge whan we were

in the feldc /
there myghte ye haue eafyd your hertes

/
Not fo

faid the one of tho knyghtes we rome not for that entent /

But wete ye wel fir Triftram we be come hydder as your fren-

des /
And I am come here faid the one for to fee yow & thys 15

knyghte is come for to fee la Beale Ifoud / Thenne faid fire

Triftram I requyrc yow doo of your helmes that I maye fee

yow /
that wille we doo at your defyre fayd the knyghtes /

And whanne their helmes were of /
fir Triftram thought that

he fliold knovve them / Thenne faid fir Dynadan pryuely vnto 20

fyr Triftram / fyr that is fire Launcelot du lake that fpak vnto

yow fyrft /
and the other is my lord Kynge Arthur / Thenne

faid fir Triftram vnto la Beale Ifoud Madame aryfe for he-

re is my lord kynge Arthur / thenne the kynge and the queue

kyffed and fire launcelot and fyr Triftram braced eyther other 25

in armes /
and thenne there was loye withoute mefure / &

at the requeft of la Beale Ifoud kynge Arthur and Laun-

celot were vnarmed / and thenne there was mery talkynge

^ Madame faid fire Arthur hit is many a day fythen that I

haue defyred to fee yow / for ye haue ben prayfed foo ferre / and 3°

jiow I dar fay ye are the fayreft that euer I fawe / & fir Trif-

tram is as fayre and as good a knyghte as ony that I kno-

we /
therfor me befemeth ye are wel befctt to gyders /

Syr god thanke yow faid the noble kny5t fire Triftram and

Ifoud /
of your grete goodeneffe & largcffe ye ar pyerles / Thus 35
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they talked of many thynges and of alle the hole luftes /

But for what caufe fayd kynge Arthur were ye fir Triflram

ageynft vs / ye are a knyght of the table round / of ryghte ye

fhold haue ben with vs / Syre faid fir Triftram here is Dyna-

5 dan and fire Gareth your owne neuewe caufed me to be ayenfl

yow / My lord Arthur fayd Gareth I may wel here the bla-

me but it were fir Triftrams owne dedes / That may I repente

fayd Dynadan / for this vnhappy fire Triflram broughte vs to haue

this turnement /
and many grete buffets he caufed vs to haue

10 Thenne the kynge and launcelot lough that they myghte not

fytte / what knyght was that fayd Arthur that held yow foo

fhort / this with the fheld of fyluer / Syr faid fir Triftram here

he fytteth at this bord / what faid Arthur was hit fire Palo-

mydes /
wete ye wel hit was he faid la Beale Ifoud

/ C[ ^^^

15 god me help faid Arthur that was vnknyghtely done of you
of foo good a Knyghte /

for I haue herd many peple calle you
a curtois knyghte / Sir faid Palomydes I knewe not fir Trif-

tram /
for he was foo defguyfed / Soo god me helpe fayd la-

uncelot it maye wel be / for I knewe not fir Triflram / But I

20 merueyle why ye torned on oure party / That was done for

the fame caufe faid launcelot / As for that faid fir Triftram I

haue pardonned hym /
and I wold be ryght lothe to leue his

felaufliip /
for I loue rj'ght wel his company / foo they lefte of

and talked of other thynges /
And in the euenynge kyng ar-

-5 thur and fir launcelot departed vnto their lodgynge / but wete

ye wel fir Palomydes had enuy hertely for alle that nyght he

had neuer reft in his bedde
/

but wayled and wepte oute of

mefure
/ Soo on the morn fire Triftram Gareth and Dynadan

arofe erly / and thenne they wente vnto fire Palomydes cham-

30 ber
/
and there they fond hym faft on flepe / for he had al ny3t

watched
/
And it was feene vpon his chekes that he had wept

ful fore / Say no thynge faid fyr Trifbram
/

for I am fure he hath

taken anger and forowe for the rebuke that I gaf to hym and

la Beale Ifoud
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C dapitulum lyyiy

^^^0 Henne fir Triftram lete calle fir Palomydes / and bad

/ I hym make hym redy / for it was tyme to go to the felde

^^J^ whan they were redy they were armed and clothed al

in reed bothe Ifoud and alle they / and foo they lad her paf-

fynge freffliely thurgh the feld in to the pryory where was her 5

lodgynge / and thenne they herd thre blaftes blowe / and euery

kynge and knyghte dreffid hym vnto the felde / and the fyrfte

that was redy to lufte was fir Palomydes and fir Kaynus le

ftraunge a knyghte of the table round / And foo they two en-

countred to gyders / but fire Palomydes fmote fir Kaynus foo 10

hard that he fmote hym quyte ouer his hors croupe / and forth

with alle fir Palomydes fmote doune another knyght and br-

ake thenne his fpere &: pulled oute his fwerd and did won-

derly wel / And thenne the noyfe beganne gretely vpon fir pa-

lomydes / loo faid Kynge Arthur yonder palomydes begynneth 13

to play his pagent / So god me help faid Arthur he is a paf-

fynge good knyght / And ryght as they ftood talkyng thus

in came fir Triftram as thonder / and he encountred with fyre

Kay the Senefchall / and there he fmote hym doune quyte from

his hors / and with that fame fpere fir Triftram fmote doune 20

thre knyghtes moo
/
and thenne he pulled oute his fwerd and

dyd merueylloufly / Thenne the noyfe and crye chaunged from

fyr Palomydes and torned to fir Triftram and alle the peple

cryed O Triftram O Triftram / And thenne was fir Palomy-
des clene forgeten / How now faid Launcelot vnto Arthur / 25

yonder rydeth a knyght that playeth his pagents / So god me

help faid Arthur to launcelot ye ftialle fee this daye that yon-
der two knyghtes fhalle here doo this day wonders / Syr faid

Launcelot the one knyght wayteth vpon the other / and enfor-

ceth hym felf thurgh enuy to paffe the noble knyght fire Trift- 30

ram /
and he knoweth not of the pryuy enuy /

the whiche fyre

Palomydes hath to hym / For all that the noble fyre Triftram

dothe is thorou clene knygthode / And thenne fire Gareth and

Dynadan dyd wonderly grete dedes of armes as two noble

knyghtes foo that Kyng Arthur fpak of them grete honour & 35
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worfliip /
and the kynges and knyghtes of fir Triftrams fydc

did paffyngly wcl /
and Iieldc them truly to gydcrs / Thennc fir

Arthur and fir Launceloot took their horfcs and dreffid them

and gete in to the thyckeft of the prees / And there fyr Trift-

5 ram vnknowyng fmote doune kyng Arthur / and thennc fyrc

launcelot wold haue refcowed hym / but there were foo many

vpon fir launcelot that they pulled hym doune from his hors /

And thenne the kynge of Irland and the kynge of Scottes

with their Knyghtes dyd their payne to take kynge Arthur/
10 and fir launcelot pryfoner /

Whanne fyr Launcelot herd hem fay

foo he ferd as hit had ben an hongry lyon / for he ferd fo that

no knyghte durfte nyghe hym / Thenne came fir Eftor de maris

and he bare a fpere ageynft fire Palomydcs / and brad it vpon

hym alle to flicuers / And thenne fyr Eftor came ageyne and

15 gaf fire Palomydcs fuche a daffhe with a fwerd that he ftou-

ped doune vpon his fadel bowe / And forth with alle fyre Ec-

tor pulled doune fir Palomydcs vnder his feete / And thenne

fyr Eftor de marys gate fir launcelot du lake an hors
/ and

brought hit to hym /
and badde hym mounte vpon hym / But

20 fir Palomydcs lepte afore and gatte the hors by the brydel / &

lepte in to the fadel /
Soo god me helpe faid launcelot ye are

better worthy to haue that hors than I / Thenne fir Eflor br-

oughte fyr launcelot an other hors / gramercy fayd launce-

lot vnto his broder / ^ And fo when he was horfed ageyne/

25 with one fpere he fmote doune four knyghtes / And thenne fir

Launcelot broughtc to kynge Arthur one of the beft of the iiij

horfes
/
Thennc fyr launcelot with kynge Arthur and a fewe

of his Knyghtes of fire Launcelots kynnc dyd merueyllous

dedes / for that tyme as the booke recordcth fyr launcelot fmote

30 doune and pulled doune thyrtty knyghtes / Not withftnndyng

the other parte held them foo faft to gyders that kyng arthur

and his knyghtes were ouermatched / And whanne fir Trif-

ram fawc that what labour Kyng Arthur and his knyghtes

and in efpecyal the noble dedes that fyre launcelot dyd with

35 his owne handcs he merueylled gretely

C Capitulum lyyy
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^^^ Henne fir Triftram called vnto hym fyr Palomydes/
i \ fyr Gareth and fyr Dynadan / and fayd thus to them

^^^^ my fayre felawes wete ye wel that I will torne vnto

kynge Arthurs party / for I fawe neuer foo fewe men doo foo

wel / and hit wille be fliame vnto vs knyghtes that ben of the 5

round table to fee our lord kynge Arthur and that noble kn-

yght fire Launcelot to be difiionoured / It wille be wel do fa-

id fire Gareth / and fyr Dynadan /
do your bcft faid palomy-

des / for I wille not chaunge my party that I came in with al

That is for my fake faid fir Triftram / god fpede yow in your lo

lourneye / and foo departed fyr Palomydes fro them / Thenne

fir Triftram Gareth and Dynadan torned with fir launcelot

And thcnnc fyr launcelot fmote doune the kynge of Irland

quytc from his hors /
and fo fyr launcelot fmote doune the ky-

nge of Scottes and the Kynge of walys / and thenne fir ar- 15

thur ranne vnto fyre Palomydes and fmote hym quytc from

his hors / and thenne fyr Triftram bare doune alle that he mett

Syr Gareth and fir Dynadan dyd there as noble knyghtes/
thenne al the partyes beganne to flee / Alias faid Palomydes
that euer I fliold fee this day / for now haue I loft al the wor- 20

fliip that I wanne /
and thcne fir palomydes wente his way

waylynge / and foo withdrewe hym tyl he came to a welle

and there he putte his hors from hym / and dyd of his armour

and wayled and wepte lyke as he had ben a wood man
/

Thenne many Knyghtes gaf the pryce to fyre Triftram / and 25

there were many that gaf the pryce vnto fyre Launcelot /

^ Fair lordes faid fir Triftram I thanke yow of the honour

ye wold yeue me / but I pray yow hertely that ye wold gyue

your voys to fyr launcelot /
for by my feythe faid fyre Tryft-

ram /
I wille gyue fir launcelot my voys / but fyre launcelot 30

wold not haue hit
/
and fo the pryce was gyucn betwix them

bothe /
Thenne euery man rode to his lodgynge and fyr bleobe-

ris and fyr Eftor rode with fir Triftram and la Beale Ifoud

vnto her pauelions /
Thenne as fyr Palomydes was atte well

waylynge and wepynge / there came by hym flcyng the kyng 35

of walys and of Scotland
/

and they fawe fyre Palomydes
in that arage / Alias faid they that foo noble a man as ye be/
(hold be in this araye /

& thenne tho kynges gat fir palomydes
[leaf 278]
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hors ageyne / and made hym to arme hym and mounte vpon
his hors / and foo he rode with hem makyng grete dole / ^ Soo

whan fire Palomydcs came nyghe the pauelions there as fyre

Triflram and La beale Ifoud was in / thenne fire palomydcs

5 prayd the two kynges to abyde hym there the whyle that he

fpakc with fir Triftram / And whanne he came to the portc of

the pauelions / fyre palomydcs faid on hyghe where arte thovv

fyr Triftram de lyones / Syr faid Dynadan that is palomydes

What fir Palomydes wille ye not come in here amonge vs /

10 Fy on the traytour fayd Palomydcs /
for wcte yow wel and

hit were day lyght as it is nyght I fliold flee the myn owne

handes / And yf I euer maye gete the faid Palomydcs thou

flialt dye for this daycs dedc / Sir Palomydes faid fir Triflram

ye wyte me with wronge / for had ye done as I dyd ye haddc

1 5 wonne worfliip / But fythen ye gyue me foo large warnynge/
I fhalle be wel ware of yow / Fy on the traitour faide Palo-

mydes /
and there with departed / Thenne on the morne fir Trif-

tram
/ Bleoberis and fir E6lor de marys / fir Gareth / fyr Dy-

nadan what by water and what by lond they brought la be-

2o ale Ifoud vnto loyous gard / and there repofed them a vij

nyghte / and made alle the myrthes and difportes that they

coude deuyfe / and kyng Arthur and his knyghtes drewe vn-

to Camclot /
and fyre Palomydes rode with the two kynges /

And euer he made the gretteft dole that ony man coude thynke

25 for he was not alle only foo dolorous for the departyng from

la beale Ifoud / but he was a parte as forouful to departe from

the felaufhip of fir Triftram
/

for fire Triftram was foo kynd
and foo gentyl that whanne fire Palomydes remembrid hym
therof he myghte neuer be mery

C Capitulum lyyyj

So at the feuen nyghtes ende /
fir Bleoberys & fyr Ec-

tor departed from fir Triftram and from the Oucne / &
thefe two good knyghtes had grete yeftes / and fir Gareth and

fir Dynadan abode with fir Trifl:ram / & whan fire Blebeorys

and fir E6lor were comen there as the Ouene Gueneuer was

[leaf 278 verso]



JBool! r.] [ 557 ] [Cbap. Inrli.

lodged in a cartel by the fee fyde /
And thorou the grace of god

the quene was recouerd of her maladye / ^ Thenne Ihe afked

the two knyghtes from whens they came / they fayd that they

came from fir Triftram and from la beale Ifoud
/
how doth fir

Triftram faid the quene and la Beale Ifoud / Truly fayd 5

tho two knyghtes he dothe as a noble knyght fliold doo / and

as for the Quene Ifoud fhe is pyerles of alle ladyes / for to

fpeke of her beaute bounte and myrthe / and of her goodeneffe

we fawe neuer her matche as ferre as we haue ryden and gone

O mercy Ihefu faid quene Gueneuer foo fayth alle the people / lo

that haue fene her and fpoken with her / God wold that I had

parte of her condycyons /
and it is myffortuned me of my fe-

keneffe whyle that turnement endured / And as I fuppofe /
I

Ihalle neuer fee in alle my lyf fuche an affemble of knyghtes

and ladyes as ye haue done / Thenne the knyghtes told her hou 15

Palomydes wanne the degree at the fyrfl daye with grete no-

bleffe
/
And the fecond day fir Tryftram wanne the degree / and

the thyrdde day fyre launcelot wanne the degree / wel faid que-

ne Gueneuer who dyd befl alle thefe thre dayes / Soo god me

help faid thefe knyghtes fir launcelot and fire Triftram hadde 20

leefl didionour / And wete ye wel fir palomydes dyd paffynge

wel and myghtely / but he torned ageynft the party that he cam

in with alle / and that caufed hym to lefe a grete parte of hys

worfliip / for it femed that fir Palomydes is paffyng enuyous
Thenne flialle he neuer wynne worfliip faid Quene Gueneuer 25

for and it happeth an enuyous man ones to wynne worfliyp he

flialle be diflionoured twyes therfore / And for this caufe alle

men of worfhip hate an enuyous man / and wille (hewe hym
no fauour

/
And he that is curtois and kynde and gentil hath

fauour in euery place / 30

C Capitulum lyyyij

l-^-| Ow leue we of this mater / and fpeke we of fir Pa-

ll ^^ lomydes that rode and lodged hym with the two kyn-

ges wherof the knynges were heuy / Thenne the kynge of Ir-

land fent a man of his to fyr Palomydes and gaf hym a gre-

te courfer
/ and the Kynge of Scotland gaf hym grete yeftes/ 35
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and fayiic they wold haue had fire Palomydcs to haue aby-
den with them / but in no wyfe he wold abyde / and foo he depar-
ted

/ and rode as auenturcs wold guyde hym / tyl it was ny3
none / And thenne in a forefl: by a wclle fyr Palomydes fawe

5 where lay a fayre wounded knyght and his hors bounden by

hym / and that knyght made the grettefl: dole that euer he herd

man make / for euer he wepte and ther with he fyghed as th-

ough he wold dye / Thenne fyre Palomydes rode nere hym and

falewed hym myldly and fayd / fayr knyghte why wayle ye
10 foo / Icte me lye doune and wayle with yow / for doubte not I

am moche more heuyer than ye are / for I dare fay fayd Palo-

mydes that my forowe is an honderd fold more than yours is

and therfor lete vs complayne eyther to other / Fyrft faide the

wounded knyghte I requyre yow telle me your name / for &
IS thow be none of the noble knyghtes of the round tabblc

/ thou

flialt neuer knowe my name / what fomeuer come of me
/ Faire

knyghte faid Palomydcs fuche as I am be it better or be hit

werfe wete thou wel that my name is fire Palomydes fone &
heyre vnto kynge Aftlabor / and fir Safyr and fir Segvvary-

20 des are my two brethercn / and wete thou wel as for my felf I

was neuer cryftened / but my two brcthcren ar truly cryftcnd

O noble knyghte faid that knyghte / wel is me that I haue

mette with yow / and wete ye wel my name is Epynogrys
the kynges fone of Northumberland / Now fytte doune fayd

25 Epynogrys / and lete vs eyther complayne to other / Thenne

fyre Palomydes beganne his complaynte / Now fhalle I telle

yow faid Palomydes what wo I endure I loue the faireft

Queue and lady that euer bare lyf / and wete ye wel her na-

me is la Beale Ifoud kynge Markes wyf of Cornewaile /

30 That is grete foly faid Epynogrys for to loue Ouene Ifoud

For one of the beft knyghtes of the world loueth her / that is

fir Triflram de lyones / that is trouthe faid Palomydes / for no

man knoweth that mater better than I doo / for I haue ben in

fir Triftrams felaufliip this moneth and with la beale Ifoud

35 to gyders / and alias faid Palomydes vnhappy man that I am
now haue I lofte the felaufhip of fyre Triflram for euer & the

loue of la beale Ifoud for euer / and I am neuer lyke to fee her

more / and fir Triflram & I ben eyther to other mortal enemyes
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Wei faid Epynogrys / fythe that ye loued la Beale Ifoud /

loued Ihe yow euer ageyne by ony thyng that ye coude thynke

or wyte /
or els dyd ye reioyfe her euer in ony pleafyr / Nay by

my knyghthode faid Palomydes I neuer afpyed that euer

(he loued me more than alle the world / nor neuer had I pie- 5

fyr with her /
But the lafte daye fhe gaf me the gretteft rebuke

that euer I had /
the vvhiche fhalle neuer goo from my herte / &

yet I wel deferued that rebuke / for I dyd not knyghtely /
&

therfor I haue loft the loue of her and of fir Triftram for e-

uer / & I haue many tymes enforced my felf to doo many de- lo

des for la beale Ifoud fake / and fhe was the caufer of my

worfliip wynnynge /
Alias faid fir Palomydes now haue I loft

alle the worfliyp that euer I wanne /
for neuer fhalle me be-

falle fuche provveffe as I had in the felaufliip of fir Triftram

C Capitulum lyviij

mAy
nay fayde Epynogrys youre forowe is but lapes is

to my forowe / for I reioyced my lady and wanne her

with my handes / and lofte her ageyn alias that daye /

Thus fyrft I wanne her faid Epynogrys My lady was an

Erles doughter And as the Erie and two kny3tes cam from

the turnement of Lone-^ep /
for her fake I fette vpon this erle 20

and on his two knyghtes my lady there beynge prefent / and

foo by fortune there I flewe the erle and one of the knyghtes

and the other knyghte fledde / and foo that nyghte I had my
lady / And on the morne as fhe and I repofed vs atte thys

welle fyde / there came there to me an erraunt knyghte his na- 25

me was fyr Helyor le preufe an hardy knyght / and this fir

Helyor chalengyd me to fyghte for my lady / And thenne

we wente to bataille fyrft vpon hors and after on foote / But

at the laft fir Helyor wounded me foo that he lefte me for de-

de
/
and foo he toke my lady with hym / And thus my forowe 3*3

is more than yours / for I haue reioyced and ye reioyced neuer

That is trouthe faid Palomydes / but fythe I can neuer recouer

my felf I (halle promyfe yow yf I can mete with fir Helynor I

llialle gete yow your lady ageyne or els he fiialle bete me /

Thenne fire Palomydes made fir Epynogrys to take his hors 35
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and fo they rode to an hermytage / and there fir Epynogrys re-

fted hym / And in the meanc whyle fyrc Palomydcs walkd

pryuely outc to rcfle hym vnder the leues /
and there befyde he

fawe a knyghte come rydynge with a fheld that he had fene

5 fir E6lor de marys bere afore hand / and there came after hym
a ten knyghtcs / and foo thefe x knyghtes houed vnder the le-

ues for hete / And anone after there came a kny5t with a gre-

ne Ihelde / and there in a whyte lyon ledynge a lady vpon a

palfrey / Thene this kny3t with the grene flield that femed to be

10 maifter of the ten knyghtes he rode fycrfly after fire Helyor /

For it was he that hurte fir Epynogrys / And whanne he cam

nyghe fir Helyor / he badde hym dcfende his lady / I will defende

her faid Helyor vnto my power / and foo they ranne to gyders

foo myghtely that eyther of thefe knyghtes fmote other doune

IS hors and all to the erthe
/
and thenne they wanne vp lyghtely

and drewe their fwerdes and their flieldes / and laffhed to gy-

ders myghtely more than an houre / Alle this fire Palomydes
fawe and behelde but euer at the laft the knyghte with fir Ec-

tors fhelde was byggar / and att the lafi:e this knyghte fmote

20 fir Helyor doune / and theime that knyghte vnlaced his helme

to haue ftryken of his hede / And thenne he cryed mercy / and

praid hym to faue his lyf and badde hym take his lady /

^ Thenne fire Palomydes dreffid hym vp by caufe he wyfl;e

wel that that fame lady was Epynogrys lady / and he pre-

ss myfed hym to helpe hym / Thenne fir Palomydes wente ftrey-

ghte to that lady and toke her by the hand and afked her whe-

ther fhe knewe a knyghte that hyghte Epynogrys / Alias flie

faid that euer he knewe me or I hym / for I haue for his fa-

ke lofte my worfliip / and alfo his lyf greueth me mooft of al

30 Not fo lady faid Palomydes / come on with me / for here is E-

pynogris in this hermytage / A wel is me faid the lady and

he be on lyue / whether wylt thow with that lady faid the kny-

ght with fyr Ectors flielde / I will doo with her what me lyfl:

faid Palomydes / wete yow wel fayd that knyghte thou fpc-

35 kefi: ouer large / though thou femeft me to haue at auauntage /

by caufe thow faweft me doo bataille but late / Thou wenefl fir

knyghte to haue that lady away from me fo lyghtly / nay thy-

nke hit neuer not / and thow were as good a knyghte as is
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flialt Wynne her derer than euer dyd I /
and foo they went vn-

to bataille vpon foote / and there they gaf many fadde ftrokes /

and eyther wounded other paffyng fore / /
and thus they fou5t

ftille more than an houre / Thenne fire Palomydes had merueil 5

what knyghte he myghte be that was foo ftronge and foo wel

brethed durynge / and thus faid Palomydes / kny3t I requy-

re the telle me thy name / Wete thow wel faid that knyghte I

dar telle the my name / foo that thow wilt telle me thy name / I

wille faid palomydes / Truly faid that knyghte / my name is 10

Safyr fone of kynge Aftlabor and fire palomydes and fyre

Segwarydes are my bretheren / Now and wete thou wel / my
name is fir Palomydes /

Thenne fir Safyr kneled doune vpon

his knees and prayd hym of mercy /
and thenne they vnlaced

their helmes / and eyther kyffed other wcpynge / And in the '5

meane whyle fire Epynogrys aroofe oute of his bedde /
and

herd them by the fl;rokes / and foo he armed hym to helpe fire

Palomydes yf ncdc were

C Capitulum lyyyiiij

/^pfci^ Henne fir Palomydes tooke the lady by the hand / &
I broughte her to fire Epynogrys / and there was grcte 20

^^J^ ioye betwixe them /
for eyther fwouned for loye / whan

they were mette / Fair knyght and lady faid fir Safer / it we-

re pyte to departe yow / Ihefu fend yow Ioye eyther of other /

Gramercy gentyl knyghte faid Epynogrys / and moche more

thanke be to my lord fir Palomydes / that thus hath thurgh his 25

proweffe made me to gete my lady / ^ Thenne fir Epynogrys

requyred fire Palomydes and fire Safere his brother to ryde

with them vnto his cartel for the fauf gard of his perfon / Sire

faid Palomydes we will be redy to conduyte you by caufe that

ye are fore wounded
/
and foo was Epynogrys and his lady 30

horfed
/
and his lady behynde hym vpon a fofte ambuler /

And thenne they rode vnto his caftel where they had grete chere

and Ioye as grete as euer fir Palomydes and fir Safere had

in their lyfe dayes / Soo on the morne fir Safere and fir palo-

mydes departed and rode as fortune ledde them / and foo they 35
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rode alle that dayc vntyl after none /
And at the laft they herd

a grete wcpynge and a gretc noyfe doune in a manoir / Syre

faid thenne fir Saferc lete vs wete what noyfe this is /
I wil

wel faid fir palomydes / and foo they rode forth tyl that they

5 came to a fayr gate of a manoir / and there fatte an old man

fayenge his prayers and bedes / Thenne fire palomydes and fir

Safere alyghte and lefte their horfes /
and wente within the

gates / and there they fawe ful many goodely men wepynge /

tfl Fair fyrs faid palomydes wherfore wepe ye / and make

10 this forowe /
Anone one of the knyghtes of the caftel beheld fir

palomydes / and knewe hym /
and thcne wente to his felawes

and faid Fair felawes wete ye wel al / we haue in this Caf-

tel the fame knyght that flewe oure lord at Lone3ep / for I

knowe hym wel it is fyre palomydes /
Thenne they wente vn-

1= to harneis alle that myghte bere harneis / fome on horfbak /
and

fome on foote to the nombre of thre fcore / And whan they we-

re redy / they came freffhly vpon fyr palomydes and vpon fyr

Safere with a grete noyfe and fayd thus / kepe the fyre palo-

mydes . for thow arte knowen / and by ryght thow muft be dede

20 for thow haft flayne oure lord / and therfore wete ye wel / we

wille flee the
/
therfore defende the / Thenne fir palomydes & fyr

Safer the one fette his bak to the other / and gaf many grete

ftrokes / and took many grete ftrokes /
and thus they fou3te

with a twenty knyghtes and fourty gentilmen /
and yomen

25 nyghe two houres / But at the laft though they were lothe fir

palomydes and fyr Safere were taken and yolden and putte

in a ftronge pryfon / and within thre dayes twelue knyghtes

paffed vpon them / and they fond fir palomydes gylty / and

fyr Safyr not gylty of their lordes dethe / And whan fir Sa-

30 fyr fliold be delyuerd there was grete dole betwixe fyr palomy-
des and hym / and many pyteous complayntys that fir Sa-

fyr made at his departynge / there is no maker can reherce the

tenthe parte / Fair broder faid palomydes lete be thy dolour and

thy forou
/ And yf I be ordeyned to dye a fliameful dethe wel-

35 come be it
/ but and I had wift of this deth that I am demed

vnto I fliold neuer haue ben yolden / Soo fyr Safere depar-

ted from his broder with the gretteft dolour and forou that e-

uer made knyghte / ^ And on the morne they of the cartel
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ordeyned twelue knyghtcs to ryde with fyre Palomydes vnto

the fader of the fame knyght that fyr Palomydes flewe / and

foo they bound his legges vnder an old ftedes bely / And then-

ne they rode with fyr Palomydes vnto a Cartel by the fee fyde

that hyghte Pclownes / and there fyr Palomydes fliold 5

haue luftyce / thus was their ordenaunce / and fo they rode with

fyr palomydes fart; by the Cartel of loyous gard / ^ And as

they paffed by that Cartel / there came rydynge oute of that caf-

tel by them one that knewe fyr palomydes /
And whan that

knyghte fawe fire palomydes bounden vpon a croked courfer / 10

the knyght afl<ed fyre palomydes / for what caufe he was led

fo
/ A my fair felawe and knyghte fayd palomydes / I ryde to-

ward my dethe for the rteynge of a knyght at a turnement of

Lone5ep / & yf I had not departed from my lord fyr Trirtra

as I ou5te not to haue done
/ now my^t I haue ben fure to haue 15

had my lyf faued
/ But I pray yow fyr knyght recommaun-

de me vnto my lord fir Trirtram and vnto my lady Ouene I-

foud / & fay to them / yf euer I trefpaced to them / I afl<e them

foryeuenes / And alfo I bifeche yow recommaunde me vnto

my lord kynge Arthur and to alle the felaufhip of the round 20

table vnto my power / Thenne that knyghte wepte for pyte of

fyr palomydes / and there with alle he rode vnto loyous gard
as farte as his hors myghte renne / ande lyghtly that knyght
defcended doune of his hors and wente vnto fir Trirtram / and

there he told hym all as ye haue herd / and euer the knyghte 25

wepte as he had ben madde

MC Capitulum lyyyv
Hen fir Trirtram herd how l"ir palomydes went to his

deth / he was heuy to here that / and faid how be it that

I am wroth with fir palomydes / yet wil not I fuffre hym to dye
fo fhameful a deth for he is a ful noble kny3t / & thenne anon 30

fir Trirtram was armed & toke his hors & two fquyers wyth
hym /

& rode a grete paas towarde the cartel of pelownes where
fir palomydes was luged to deth

/ & thefe twelue knyytes that

led fir palomydes paffed by a wellc where as fir laucelot was
whiche was alyghte there & had teyed his hors to a tree & ta- 35

ken of his helme to drynke of that welle
/ & whan he faw thefe
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knyghtes / fyr launcclot puttc on his helmc
/
and fuffrcd them

to paffe by hym /
And thcnne was he ware of fire Palomydes

bounden and ledde fliamefully to his dethe / O Ihefu faid laun-

celot What myfauenture is befalle hym that he is thus ledde to-

5 ward his dethe / Forfoth faid launcclot it were fliame to me /

to fuffre this noble knyght foo to dye and I my5te helpe hym
therfor I wille helpe hym what fomeuer come of hit / or els I

flial dye for fyr Palomydes fake / ^ And thenne fir launcclot

mounted vpon his hors and gate his fpere in his hand / and

10 rode after the twelue knyghtes that ledde fir Palomydes /

Fair knyghtes faid fir Launcclot whyder lede ye that kny3t/

it byfemeth hym ful ylle to ryde bounden / Thenye thefe twelue

Knyghtes fodcnly torned their horfes / and faid to fir launcc-

lot / fyr Knyghte we counceille the not to medic with this kn-

'5 yght / for he hath defcrucd deth / and vnto dethe he is luged / that

me repenteth faid launcclot that I may not borowe hym with

fayreneffe / for he is oucr good a knyghte to dye fuche a fhamc-

ful dethe / And therfor fayre knyghtes faid fyr launcclot kepe

yow as wel as ye can
/

for I will rcfcowe that knyght or dye
20 for it / Thenne they bcganne to dreffe their fperes / and fir laun-

cclot fmote the formeft doune hors and man / and fo he ferued

thre moo with one fpere / and thenne that fpcre braft / and there

with al fir launcclot drewe his fwerd / and thenne he fmote on

the ryght hand and on the lyfte hand / thenne within a why-

25 le he lefte none of tho twelue knyghtes / but he had leyd them

to the erthe / and the mooft party of hem were fore wounded / &
thenne fyr Launcclot took the bed hors that he fonde and lou-

fed fire Palomydes / and fette hym vpon that hors / and fo they

retorned ageyne vnto loyous gard / & thenne was fir Palo-

30 mydes ware of fir Triftram how he came rydynge / And whan

fir Launcclot fawe hym / he knewe hym wel /
but fir Triftram

kncwe not hym by caufe fyre Launcclot had on his flioldcr a

golden fhcldc
/ Soo fyr launcclot made hym redy to lufte with

fyr Triftram
/ that fire Triftram fholde not wcnc that he were

33 fyre Launcclot / Thenne fir Palomydes cryed on lowde to fyr

Triftram O my lorde I requyre yow lufte not with this kny-

ght / for this goode knyght hath faucd me from my dethe /

Whan fyre Triftram herde hym faye fo
/
he came a foftc trottyng
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paas toward them / And thenne fyre Palomydes fayd / My
lord fyr Triflram moche am I beholdynge vnto yow of youre

grete goodenes that wold prefer youre noble body to refcowe

me vndeferued /
for I haue gretely offended yow / Not with-

ftandynge faid fire Palomydes here mette we with this noble

knyghte that worfhipfully and manly refcowed me from xij

knyghtes / and fmote them doune alle and wounded them fore

C Capitulum lyyyvl/

rAyre

knyght faid fyr Triftram vnto fyre Launcelot /

of whens be ye / I am a knyght erraunt fayd fir lau-

celot that rydeth to feke many aduentures / What is yo- 10

ur name faid fir Triftram / fyre at ihis tyme I wille not telle

yow / Thenne fyre launcelot fayd vnto fir Triftram and to pa-

lomydes / now eyther of yow ar mette to gyders / I wille depar-

te from yow / Not foo faid fyr Triftram I pray yow of kny^-
thode to ryde with me vnto my Caftel / wcte yow wel faid fyr 15

Launcelot I may not ryde with yow / for I haue many dedes

to doo in other places / that att this tyme I maye not abyde
with yow / A mercy Ihcfu faid fyr Triftram I requyre yow/
as ye be a true knyghte to the ordre of knyghthode / playe you
with me this nyghte / Thenne fire Triftram had a graunte of 20

fyre launcelot / how be it though he had not defyred hym / he

wold haue ryden with hem
/ outher foone haue come after them

for fyr launcelot cam for none other caufe in to that Countrey
but for to fee fyr Triftram / And whanne they were come with-

in loyous gard / they alyght / and their horfes were ledde in to 25

a ftable / and thenne they vnarmcd them / And whanne fyre

Launcelot was vnhelmed / fir Triftram and fyr Palomydes kn-

ewe hym / Thenne fire Triftram took fyr launcelot in armes / &
foo dyd la Beale Ifoud / and Palomydes kncled doune vp-
on his knees

/ and thanked fyr Launcelot / whan fyr launcelot 3°

fawe fir Palomydes knele
/ he lyghtely toke hym vp and fayd

thus
/ wete thou wel fir Palomydes I and ony knyght in this

land of worftiip oughte of veray ryght focoure and refcowe
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foo noble a knyghte as ye arc proued and rcnoumed thurgh
oute alle this reame endlonge and ouerthvvart / And thenne

was there loye amonge them
/
and the oftyner that fyre Palo-

mydes fawe la Bcale Ifoud /
the heuyer he waxed day by day

5 Thenne fir launcelot within thrc or four dayes departed / and

with hym rode fir E6lor dc marys / and Dynadan and fir Pa-

lomydes were there lefte with fire Triftram a two monethes &
more / But eucr fire Palomydes faded and morned that alio

men had merueylie wherfore he had faded foo aweye / So vppn a

lo day in the daunyngc fire Palomydes wente in to the forefte by

hym felf alone / and there he fond a welle / and thenne he loked

in to the welle
/
and in the water he fawe his owne vyfage hou

he was diftourbled and defaded nothyng lyke that he was

What may this meane faid fire Palomydes / and thus he faid

'5 to hym felf / A Palomydes / Palamydes / why arte thow dyffa-

ded thou that was wonte to be called one of the faj'reft kny3-
tes of the world / I willc no more lede this lyf /

for I loue

that I maye neuer gete nor recouer / And there with all he le-

yd hym dounc by the welle / And thenne he beganne to make
20 a ryme of la Bealc Ifoud and hym / ^ And in the meane

whyle fyr Triftram was that fame day ryden in to the foreft

to chace the herte of greefe / but fire Triftram wold not ryde on

huntynge neuer more vnarmed by caufe of fyr Breufe faun-

ce pyte / and foo as fir Triftram rode in to that foreft vp and

zS doune / he herd one fynge merueylloufiy lowde / and that was

fyre Palomydes that lay by the welle /
And thenne fyr Trif-

tram rode foftely thyder / for he demed / there was fome knyght
erraunt that was at the welle

^ And whanne fire Triftram came nyghe hym / he defcended

30 doune from his hors and teyed his hors faft tyl a tree / and

thenne he came nere hym on foote / and anonc he was ware

where lay fire palomydes by the welle and fange lowde and

mcryly / and euer the complayntes were of that noble Que-
ne La Beale Ifoud / the whiche was merueylloufiy and

35 wonderfully wel fayd / and ful dolefully and pytoufly made

And alle the hole fonge the noble knyghte fire Triftram herd

from the begynnynge to the endynge / the whiche greued and

troubled hym fore ^ But thenne at the laft whanne
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fir Triftram had herd all fir Palomydes complayntes he was

wrothe oute of mefure & thou}! for to flee hym there as he lay

Thenne fyr Triftram remembryd hym felf that fir Palomydes

was vnarmed and of the noble name that fir Palomydes had

and the noble name that hym felf had /
and thenne he made a 5

reftraynte of his anger / & fo he wente vnto fire Palomydes a

fofte paas and faid fir Palomydes I haue herd yourc com-

playnte and of thy treafon that thow haft owed me fo longe

And wete thou wel therfor thow fhalt dye / And yf it were

not for fhame of kny5thode / thow fholdeft not efcape my han- 10

des / for now I knowe wel thow hall: awayted me with trea-

fon . Telle me faid fyre Triftram how thow wolt acquyte the/

Sir faid Palomydes thus I wille acquyte me / as for Que-

ne la beale Ifoud ye flial wete that I loue her aboue all

other ladyes in this world /
and wel I wote it flialle befalle 15

me as for her loue as befelle to the noble knyghte fyre Kehy-
dius that dyed for the loue of la Beale Ifoud / and now fir

Triftram I wil that ye wete that I haue loued la Beale I-

foud many a day / and flie hath ben the caufer of my worfhyp

And els I had ben the mooft fympleft knyght in the world 20

For by her /
and by caufe of her /

I haue wonne the worfliyp

that I haue
/

for when I remembryd me of la Beale Ifoud

I wanne the worfliip where fomeuer I came for the moft par-

ty / and yet had I neuer reward nor bounte of her the dayes

of my lyf / and yet haue I ben her knyght gwerdonles /
And 25

therfor fyr Triftram as for ony deth I drede not / for I hadde

as lyef dye as to lyue / And yf I were armed as thow arte /

I fliold lyghtely doo batail with the
/
wel haue ye vttered yo-

ur treafon faid Triftram
/

I haue done to yow no treafon faid

Palomydes / for loue is free for alle men / and though I ha- 30

ue loued your lady / flie is my lady as wel as yours / how be

it I haue wronge yf ony wronge be
/

for ye reioyce her
/
and ha-

ue youre defyre of her / and foo had I neuer nor neuer am ly-

ke to haue
/ and yet fhalle I loue her to the vttermeft dayes of

my lyf as wel as ye 35

/^P^ C Capitulum lyyyvij
/ \ Henne faid fyr Triftram I wil fyghte with yow to the

^^^ vttermeft
/

I graunte faide palomydes /
for in a better
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quarel kepe I neucr to fyghte /
for & I dye of your handcs

/
of

a better knyghtes handes may I not be flayne / And fythen I

vnderftande that I flialle neuer reioyce la beale Ifoud / I haue

as good wylle to dye as to lyue / Thenne fette ye a day faid fir

5 Triftram that we fhalle doo bataillc
/
this day / xv / dayes faid pa-

yd Palomydes wille I mete with yow here by / in the medowe

vnder loyous gard / Fy for fliame faid fire Triftram / wille

ye fette foo longe day / Icte vs fyghte to morn / Not foo fayd pa-

lomydes /
for I am mcgre and haue ben longe feke for the loue

lo of la Bealc Ifoud /
and therfore I wille repofe me tyl I ha-

ue my ftrengthe ageyne / Soo thenne fire Triftram and fyr pa-

lomydes promyfed feythfully to mete at the welle that day xv

dayes /
I am remembryd faid fir Triftram to Palomydes / that

ye brake me ones a promyfe whan that I refcowed yow from

15 Breufe faunce pyte and ix knyghtes / and thene ye promyfed
me to mete me at the peron and the graue befydes Camelot /

where as at that tyme ye fayled of your promyfe / wete you wel

faid Palomydes vnto fir Triftram I was at that day in pry-

fon fo that I myghte not holde my promyfe / So god me helpe

20 faid fir Triftram /
and ye had holden your promyfe this werk

had not ben here now at this tyme / Ryghte foo departed fyre

Triftram and fire Palomydes /
And foo fire palomydes tooke

his hors and his harneis / and he rode vnto Kynge Arthurs

Courte / and there fyr palomydes gat hym four knyghtes and

25 four fergeaunts of armes / and foo he retornod ageynward
vnto loyous gard /

And in the meane whyle fyr Triftram cha-

ced and hunted at alle maner of venery / and aboute thre dayes

afore the bataille fliold be / as fyr Triftram chaced an herte ther

was an Archer fliot at the herte / and by myffortune he fmote

3^ fyr Triftram in the thyck of the thygh / and the arowe flewe fir

Triflrams hors & hurte hym / whan fir Triftram was fo hurte /

he was paffynge heuy / and wete ye wel he bled fore / and then-

ne he took another hors
/ and rode vnto loyous gard with gre-

te heuyneffe more for the promyfe that he hadde made with fir

35 palomydes as to doo bataille with hym wythin thre dayes after

than for ony hurte of his thy5 /
wherfor ther was neyther man

ne woman that coude chere hym with ony thynge that they co-

de make to hym / neyther Ouene la Beale Ifoud / for cuer he
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demed that fyr launcelot had fmyten hym foo
/
that he fhold

not be able to doo bataille with hym at the day fette
/

m
C Capitulum lyyyviil

|Vt in no wyfe there was no knyghte aboute fyr Trif-

tram that wold byleue that euer fyr Palomydes wo-

ld hurte fir Triftram neyther by his owne handes nor by no- 5

ne other confentynge / thenne whan the fyftenth day was come

fir Palomydes came to the welle with four kny3tes with hym
of Arthurs courte and thre fergeauntes of armes / And for

this ententente fyr palomydes broughte the kny3tes with hym
and the fergeaunt of armes /

for they fhold here record of the 10

bataille betwixe fyre Triftram and fyr Palomydes / And the

one fergeaunt brought in his helme /
the other his fpere / the th-

yrd his fwerd / Soo thus Palomydes came in to the felde / &
there he abode nyghe two houres / and thenne he fente a fquyer

vnto fyr Triftram / and defyred hym to come in to the felde / to 15

holde his promyfe / whan the fquyer was come to loyous gard

Anone as fir Triftram herd of his comynge he lete commaun-

de that the fquyer (hold come to his prefence there as he lay in

his bedde / My lord fir Triftram faid Palomydes fquyer wete

yow wel my lord Palomydes abydeth yow in the felde / and 20

he wold wete whether ye wold doo bataille or not / A my fair

broder faid fir Triftram wete thou wel that I am ryght heuy

for thefe tydynges / therfor telle fire Palomydes / and I were

wel attc eafe I wold not lye here nor he fliold haue noo ne-

de to fende for me / and I myghte outher ryde or goo / and for 25

thow flialt faye that I am no Iyer / fyre Triftram flicwcd hym
his thye that the wounde was fixe Inches depe / and now thou

haft fene my hurte / telle thy lord that this is no fayncd mater

and telle hym that I had leuer than all the gold of kyng Ar-

thur that I were hole / & telle palomydes as foone as I am ho- 30

le I flial feke him endlong & ouerthwart &
]>'

I promyfe you as

I am true kny5t / & if euer I may mete with hym /
he flial haue

batail of me his fylle /
& with this the fquyer departed / & when

palomydes wift
])'

triftra was hurt he was glad & faid now I
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am furc I lliallc haue no Ihame / for I wotc wcl I fliold ha-

ue had hard handclynge of hym / and by lykely I muftc ne-

des haue had the werfc / For he is the hardeft knyghte in bata-

ylle that now is lyuynge excepte fir Launcelot / And thennc

5 departed fyr I'alomydes where as fortune laddc hym / & with-

in a moneth fir Triftram was hole of his hurte / And thenne

he took his hors / and rode from countray to countrey / and all

flraungc aduentures he acheued where fomeucr he rode / and al-

weycs he cnquyrcd for fire Palomydes / but of alle that quar-

lo ter of fommer fyr Triftram coudc neuer mete with fir palomy-

des / But thus as fir Triftram foughte and enquyred after

fire Palomydes /
fir Triftram encheued many grete batails whe-

re thorugh alle the noyfe felle to fyr Triftram / and it fcaced of

fir launcelot / & therfor fyre launcelots bretheren and his kyn-

15 nefmen wold haue flayne fire Triftram by caufe of his fame/
But whanne fyre launcelot wyfle how his kynnefmen were

fette / he faid to them openly wete yow wel that and the enuy
of yow alle be foo hardy to wayte vpon my lord fire Triftram

with ony hurte / fliame / or vylony /
as I am true knyghte /

I

20 fhalle flee the bcft of yow with myne owne handes / Alias fy

for fhame fhold ye for his noble dedes awayte vpon hym to

flee hym / Ihefu defende faid launcelot that euer ony noble kn-

yghte as fyre Triftram is fliold be deftroyed with treafon / Of

this noyfe and fame fprange in to Cornewaile / and amonge
25 them of Lyonas / wherof they were paffynge gladde / and made

grete loye / And thenne they of Lyonas fente letters vnto fire

Triftram of recommendacyon /
and many grete yeftes to mayn-

tene fir Triftrams eflate / and euer bitwene fir Triftram refor-

ted vnto loyous gard where as la Beale Ifoud was that

30 loued hym as her lyf /

C Ibere ctiC>ctb tbc tentbe booh wblcbe is of r^r tTiiftratn

C Hni5 bere folovvetb tbe Enleucntb book vvbicbe is of fir la*

iincelot
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C Capitulum primum

Ow leue we fyr Triftram dc lyones / & fpeke

we of fire launcelot du lake and of fire Gala-

halt fyr launcelots fone hou he was goteii / and

in what maner as the book of Frenffhe reherceth

Afore the tyme that fyre Galahalt was goten 5

or borne / there came in an hermyte vnto kynge Arthur vpon

whytfonday / as the knyghtes fatte at the table round / And

whan the heremyte fawe the fyege perillous / he afl-ced the kyng

and alle the knyghtes why that fege was voyd / Sir Arthur

and alle the knyghtes anfuerd / ther fhalle neuer none fytte :o

in that fyege / but one /
but yf he be deftroyed / ^I Thenne fayd

the hermyte wote ye what is he
/ nay faid Arthur /

and alle the

Knyghtes /
we wote not who is he /

that flialle fytte therin
/

thenne wote I faid the heremyte /
for he that flial fytte there is

vnborne and vngoten /
and this fame yere he fhalle be goten 15

that flialle fytte ther in that fyege perillous / and he fliall Wyn-

ne the Sancgreal whan this hermyte had made this menfyon

he departed from the courte of kynge Arthur /
And thenne af-

ter this feefte fyr launcelot rode on his aduenture tyl on a ty-

me by aduenture he paft ouer the pounte of Corbyn / and there :o

he fawe the fayreft toure that eucr he fawe
/
and ther vnder was

a fayre Towne ful of peple and alle the pcple men and wy-

mmen cryed at ones / welcome fir Launcelot du lake the flou-

re of all knyghthode for by the alle we fliallc be holpen oute

of daunger / what mene ye faid fire Launcelot that ye crye foo 25

vpon me
/
A fayr knyght faid they alle here is within thys

Toure a dolorous lady that hath ben ther in paynes many wyn-
ters and dayes / for cuer flie boyleth in fcaldynge water / & but

late faid alle the peple fire Gawayne was here and he myght
not helpe her / and foo he leftc her in payne / Soo may I faide 30

fyr Launcelot leue her in payne as wel as fire Gawayne d3'd

Nay faid the peple we knowe wel that it is fir Laucclot that

flialle delyuer her
/
wel faid launcelot / thenne fliewe me what

I flialle doo
/ thenne they brought fire launcelot in to the toure

And when he came to the chamber there as this lady was the 35

dores of yron vnlocked and vnbolted /
And fo fyr launcelot
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wcntc in to the chainbrc tliat was as bote as ony ftewe
/ And

there fyr launcelot toke the fayrefl: lady by the hand / that cuer

he favve /
and (he was naked as a nedcl / and by enchauntemet

Ouene Morgan le fay and the Ouene of Northgalys hadde

5 put her there in that paynes by caufe fhc was called the faireft

lady of that countrey / and there flie had ben fyue ycrcs / and

neuer myghte fhe be delyuerd oute of her grete paynes vnto

the tyme the bed knyghtc of the world had taken her by the

hand /
Thenne the peple broughte her clothes / And whanne flie

10 was arayed / fyre launcelot thoughte fhe was the fayreft lady

of the word / but yf it were Ouene Gueneuer / thenne this la-

dy faid to fire Launcelot / fyre yf hit pleafe yow wille ye goo
with me here by in to a chappel that we may yeuc louyng and

thankynge vnto god / ^ Madame faid fir launcelot comcth on

15 with me I wille goo with yow / Soo whanne they came there

and gaf thankynges to god / alle the people both lerned and

lewde gaf thankynges vnto god and hym / and fayd fir kn-

yght fyn ye haue delyuerd this lady / ye fliall delyuer vs from

a ferpent that is here in a tombc / Thenne fyr launcelot tooke his

20 (helde and faid brynge me thyder / and what I may doo vnto

the pleafyr of god and yow I wille doo / ^ Soo whanne fir

Laucelot came thyddcr / he fawe wrytcn vpon the tombe letters

of gold that faid thus /
Here flialle come a lybard of kynges

blood / and he flialle flee this ferpent / and this lybard flialle

-5 engendre a lyon in this foreyn countrey the whiche lyon fhall

paffe alle other knyghtes / Soo thenne fir launcelot lyfte vp

the tombe / and there came out an horryble & a fyendly dragon

fpyttynge fyre oute of his mouthe / Thenne fir launcelot drewe

his fwerd and fought with the dragon longe / and atte lafte

30 with grete payne fir launcelot flewe that dragon /
There vith

alle came kynge Pelles the good and noble knyght / and fa-

• lewed fyr launcelot and he hym ageyne / Fair knyghte fayd

the kynge / What is your name / I requyre you of your kny3t-

hode telle me

C Capitulum ij

S35 ^f^ Yr faid launcelot wete yow wel my name is fyre la-

uncelot du lake / & my name is fayd the kyng / Pelles
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kynge of the foreyn countrey / and cofyn nyghe vnto lofcph of

Armathye / And thenne eyther of them made moche of other
/

and foo they wente in to the Caflel to take theyr repafle / and

anone there came in a douue at a vvyndowe / and in her mouth

there femed a lytel cenfer of gold / And there with alle there 5

was fuche a fauour as alle the fpyecery of the world had ben

there / And forth with all there was vpon the table al maner

of metes and drynkes that they coude thynke vpon / Soo cam

in a damoyfel paffynge fayre and yonge / and flie bare a vef-

fel of gold betwixe her handes / and therto the kynge kneled 10

deuoutely / and faid his prayers / and foo dyd alle that were

there / O Ihefu faid fir launcelot what maye this meane / thys

is faid the kynge the rycheft thyng that ony man hath lyuyng

And whanne this thynge goth aboute / the round table fliall

be broken / and wete thow wel faid the kynge this is the holy 15

Sancgreal that ye haue here fene / Soo the kynge and fir lau-

celot ladde their lyf the mooft parte of that daye /
And fayne

wold kynge Pelles haue fond the meane to haue hadde fyrc

Launcelot to haue layne by his doughter fayre Elayne / And
for this entent the kyng knewe wel that fyr launcelot fliold 20

gete a chyld vpon his doughter / the whiche fhold be named fir

Galahalt the good knyghte / by whome alle the forayn coun-

trey fhold be broughte oute of daunger / and by hym the holy

graale fhold be encheued / ^ Thenne came forth a lady that

hyghte Dame Bryfen / and (he faid vnto the Kynge / Syr we- 25

te ye wel
/ fyre Launcelot loueth no lady in the world but all

only Quene Gueneuer / and therfore wyrche ye by counceylle

and I fhalle make hym to lye with your doughter / & he fhall

not wete but that he lyeth with Ouene Gueneuer / O fayre

lady dame Bryfen faid the kyng / hope ye to brynge this about 30

fyr faid fhe vpon payne of my lyf lete me dele / for this Bry-

fen was one of the grettefl enchauntreffes that was at that ty-

me in the world lyuynge /

^ Thenne anone by dame Bryfens wytte fhe maade one to co-

me to fyr launcelot that he knewe wel / And this man brou}! 35

hym a rynge from Quene Gueneuer lyke as hit hadde come

from her / and fuche one as flie was wonte for the mooft parte

to were / & when fir laucelot fawe that tokC- wete ye wel he was
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neucr foo fayne / where is my lady faid fyr launcclot / in the caf-

tel of Cafe faid the mcffager but fyue myle thens / Thenne fir

launcelot thoughte to be there the fame nyghte / And thcnnc

this Bryfcn by the commaundement of kynge Pelles Icte fcn-

S de Elayne to this caftel with xxv knyghtes vnto the caftel of

Cafe / Thenne fyr launcelot ageynft nyght rode vnto that caf-

tel / and there anone he was receyued worfliipfully with fuchc

peple to his femyng as were aboute Ouene Queneuer fccrcte

Soo whanne fir Launcelot was alyghte /
he afkcd where the

10 Ouene was / Soo dame Bryfen faid that flie was in her bedde / &
thenne the pepic were auoyded /

and fir launcelot was ledde

vnto his chamber / And thenne dame Bryfcn broughte fir la-

uncelot a cup ful of wyne / and anone as he had dronkcn that

wyn /
he was foo affotcd and madde that he myghte make no

15 delay / but withouten ony lette he wente to bedde
/ and he wcndc

that maydcn Elayne had ben Queue Gueneuer / wete yow
wel that fir launcelot was glad and foo was that lady E-

layne / that fhc had geten fir launcelot in her armes / For well

fhe knewe that fame nyght fliold be goten vpon her Galahalt

20 that fhold preue the beft knyghte of the world / and foo they

lay to gyders vntyl vndorne on the morn / and alle the wyndo-
wes and holes of that chamber were flopped that no man ere

of day myghte be fene / And thenne fire launcelot remembryd

hym / and he arofe vp and wente to the wyndowe /

H
C Capitulum ZTcrcium

25 €^^ ^ Nd anone as he had vnfliet the wyndowe the enchau-

tement was gone / thcne he knewe hym felf that he had

done amys / Alias he fayd that I haue lyued fo long

now I am fhamed / Soo thenne he gat his fwerd in his hand

and faid thow traitreffe what arte thow that I haue layn by

30 alle this nyghte /
thow fhalt dye ryghte here of my handes /

Thenne this fayr lady Elaye fkypped oute of her bedde al na-

ked and kneled doune afore fir launcelot / and fayd Fair cur-

teis knyghte comen of kynges blood / I requyre yow haue mer-

cy vpon me / ^ And as thow arte renoumed the mooit noble
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knyghte of the world /
flee me not / for I haue in my wombe

hym by the /
that fhal be the mooft nobleft kny3te of the world

A fals traitreffe faid fyr launcelot why haft thow bytraycd

me / anone telle me what thow arte / Syr flie faid I am Elayn

the doughter of Kynge pelles / wel faid fire Launcelot I wyl 5

forgyue yow this dede /
and there with he took her vp in his ar-

mes / and kyffed her /
for flie was as fayr a lady and there to

lufty and yonge and as wyfe as ony was that tyme lyuyng

So god me hclpe faid fir launcelot I may not wyte thys to

yow /
but her that made this enchauntement vpon me as by- lo

twenc yow and me / and I may fynde her that fame lady Bry-

fen f fliehallc lefc her hede for wytchecraftes /
for there was nc-

uer knyghte deccyued foo as I am this nyghte / And foo fyrc

Launcelot arayed hym /
and armed hym /

and toke his leue

myldely at that lady yonge Elayne / and foo he departed / 15

Thenne fhe faid my lord fir launcelot I bifeche yow fee me as

foone as ye may / for I haue obeyed me vnto the prophecy that

my fader teld me / And by his commaudement to fulfillc this

prophecy I haue gyuen the grettefl rycheffe and the fayreft flo-

ure that euer I had
/
and that is my maydenhode that I flialle 20

ncuer haue ageyne /
and therfore gentyl kny3t owe me youre

good wille / And foo fyr launcelot arayed hym and was ar-

med / and toke his leue myldely at that yonge lady Elayne /
&

foo he departed /
and rode tyl he came to the Caftel of Corbyn/

where her fader was /
and as faft as her tyme came flie was de- 25

lyuerd of a fayr chylde / and they cryftened hym Galahalt /
&

wete ye wel that child was wel kepte and wel nouriffhed / &
he was named Galahalt by caufe fyr Launcelot was fo na-

med at the fontayne flone /
And after that the lady of the lake

confermed hym flr Launcelot du lake / Thenne after this lady 30

was delyuerd and chirched
/
there came a knyghte vnto her

/
his

name was Arc Bromel la plcche / the whiche was a grete lord

and he hadde loued that lady longe / and he euermore defyred

her to weddc her
/
and foo by no meane flie coude putte hym of /

Tyl on a day flie faid to fyr Bromel / wete thow wel fir kny3t 35

I wille not loue yow / for my loue is fet vpon the beft kny5t

of the world /
Who is he faid fyr Bromel . fyr flie faid it is fyre

Launcelot du lake that I loue and none other / and therfore
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wowe mc no Icnger / ye faye wel faid fir Bromel / And fythcn

ye hauc told me foo moche / ye flialle haue but lytel loye of fir

launcelot / for I flial flee hym where fomeuer I mete hym /
fire

faid the lady Elayne / doo to hym no treafon / wete ye wel my
5 lady faid Bromel / and I promyfe yow this twelue moneth

I flialle kepe the pounte of Corbyn for fyr launcelots fake /

that he fhalle neyther come ne goo vnto yow / but I fliall me-

te with hym /

C Capitulum (Suartum

(^^1^ Henne as hit felle by fortune and aduenture fire Bo-

10 1
I

rs de ganys that was ncuewe vnto fir Launcelot cam

^^^ oucr that brydge / and ther fyre Bromel and fire bors

luftcd / & fir Bors fmote fyre Bromel fuche a buffet that he

bare hym ouer his hors croupe / And thcnne fyre Bromel as

an hardy knyghte pulled out his fuerd
/ and dreffid his flield

IS to doo bataille with fyr Bors / And thcnne fyr Bors aly3te /

and auoyded his hors / and there they dafflicd to gyders ma-

ny fadde flrokes / and long thus they foughte / tyl att the lafle

fyr Bromel was leyd to the erthe / and there fyre bors began

to vnlace his helme to flee hym / Thcnne fyr bromel crycd fyre

20 bors mercy / and yelded hym / vpon this couenaunt thou flialt

haue thy lyf faid fyr bors / foo thou goo vnto fyr launcelot vp-

on whytfondaye that next cometh and yeldc the vnto hym as

knyghte rccreaunt / I wille doo hit faid fyr bromel / and that

he fware vpon the croffe of the fwerd / and foo he lete hym de-

25 parte / and fyr bors rode vnto kynge Pelles / that was within

Corbyn / And whanne the kynge and Elayne his doughter

wifl that fyr bors was neuewe vnto fyr launcelot / they made

hym grete chere / Thenne faid dame Elayne / we merueyle whe-

re fir Launcelot is / for he came neuer here but ones / Meruellc

30 not faid fir bors /
for this half yere he hath ben in pryfon with

quene Morgan le fay kyng Arthurs fyfter / Alias faid dame

Elayne that me repenteth / and euer fyr bors beheld that child

in her armes / and euer hym femed it was paffynge lyke fire

launcelot / Truly faid Elayne wete ye wel this child he gat vp-

35 on me /
Thene fir bors wepte for loye / & he praid to god it my3t
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preue as good a knyghte as his fader was / And foo cam in

a whyte douue
/
and fhe bare a lytel cenfer of gold in her mo-

uthe / and tliere was alle maner of metes and drynkes /
and a

mayden bare that Sancgreal /
and flie faid openly /

wete yow
vvel fyr Bors that this child is Galahalt that flialle fytte in s

the fege peryllous and encheue the Sancgreal /
and he fhallc

be moche better than eiier was fir Launcelot du lake / that is

his owne fader / & thenne they kneled doune / & made theyre

dcuocyons /
and there was fuche a fauour as alle the fpyecery

in the world had ben there
/
And whanne the douue took her lo

flyghte / the mayden vanyfllied with the Sancgreal as flie cam

Syr faid fir Bors vnto kynge Pelles
/

this Caftel may be na-

med the caftel aduenturous /
for here be many ftraunge aduen-

tures
/ that is fothe faid the kynge /

for vvel maye this place be

called the aduentures place / for there come but fewe knyghtes 15

here that gone aweye with ony worfliip / be he neuer fo ftrong

here he may be preued /
and but late fire Gawayne the good

knyght gate but lytyl worfliip here / for I lete yow wete faid

kynge Pelles
/ here fhalle no knyght wynne no worfhip / but if

he be of worfhip hym felf and of good lyuynge / and that lo- 20

ueth god and dredeth god /
and els he geteth no worfhyp here

be he neuer foo hardy / that is wonderful thyng faid fyr Bors

what ye meane in this Countrey / I wote not / for ye haue ma-

ny ftraunge aduentures / and therfor I wyl lye in this Caf-

tel this nyghte / ye fhalle not doo fo faid kynge Pelles by my 25

counceyll /
for hit is hard and ye efcape withoute a fhame / I

ihalle take the aduenture that wille befalle me faid fyr Bors

thenne I counceyle yow faid the kynge to be confeffid clene/

As for that faid fire Bors I wille be fhryuen with a good

wylle / Soo fyr Bors was confeffyd / and for al wymmen fir 3°

Bors was a vyrgyne /
fauf for one / that was the doughter of

kynge Brangorys / and on her he gat a child that hyghte E-

laync / and fauf for her fyre Bors was a clene mayden / and

foo fir Bors was ledde vnto bed in a fayr large chamber / and

many dores were fhette aboute the chamber / whan fir Bors af- 35

pyed alle tho dores / he auoyded alle the peple /
for he myght ha-

ue no body with hym / but in no wyfe fyr Bors wold vnarme

hym /
but foo he leid hym doune vpon the bedde / and ryght foo
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he fawc come in a lyghte that he myght wel fee a fpere grete &

longe that came ftrcyghtc vpon hym poyntclynge / and to fyrc

Bors femcd that the hede of the fpere brcnte lyke a taprc / and

anon or fyr Bors wyft / the fpere hede fmote hym in to the (hol-

5 dcr an hand brede in depneffe / and that wound greued fyre

Bors paffynge fore / And thenne he leyd hym doune ageync

for payne / and anone there with alle there came a knyght ar-

med with his flielde on his Iholder and his fuerd in his hande

and he bad fir Bors aryfe fyr kny3te and fyghte with me / I

10 am fore hurte he faid / but yet I fhal not fayle the / And thenne

fyr Bors ftarte vp and dreffid his flielde / and thenne they

lafflied to gyders myghtely a grete whyle / and at the lafte

fyr Bors bare hym bakward vntyl that he came vnto a cha-

ber dore / and there that knyghte yede in to that chamber & rafted

15 hym a grete whyle / And whan he hadde repofed hym he came

out freffhely ageyne / and beganne newe bataille with fir bors

myghtely and ftrongly

C Capitulum ©uintum

1 \ Henne fir Bors thought he fliold no more goo m to

^^j^ that chamber to refte hym / and foo fyr Bors dreffyd

20 hym betwixe the knyghte and that chamber dore / and there fir

Bors fmote hym doune
/
and thenne that knyght yelded hym

What is your name faid fyr Bors / Syr faid he / my name is

pedyuere of the ftreyte marches / Soo fyre Bors made hym to

fwere at whytfonday next comyng to be atte court of kyng ar-

25 thur
/
and yelde hym there as a pryfoner as an ouercome kn-

yghte by the handes of fyr Bors
/
Soo thus departed fyr pe-

dyuere of the ftrayte marches / And thenne fyre Bors layd

hym doune to refle / and thenne he herd and felt moche noyfe in

that chamber / and thenne fir Bors afpyed that there came in /

30 he wift not whether at the dores nor wyndowes fliot of arowes

and of quarels foo thyck that he merueylled / and many felle

vpon hym and hurte hym in the bare places / And thenne fyre

Bors was ware where came in an hydous lyon / foo fire bors

dreffid hym vnto the lyon / & anone the lyon berafte hym his

35 flield & with his fuerd fyr bors fmote of the lyons heed /
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Ryght foo fyre Bors forth with all fawe a dragon in the co-

urte paffynge horryble / and there femed letters of gold wry-
ten in his forhede / and fir Bors thoughte that the letters made
a fygnyfycacyon of kynge Arthur / Ryghte foo there came an

horryble lybard and an old / and there they foughte longe / & 5

dyd grete batail to gyders / And at the lafte the dragon fpytte

oute of his mouthe as hit had ben an honderd dragons / and

lyghtely alle the fmal dragons flewe the old dragon and ta-

re hym all to pyeces / Anone with alle there came an old man
in to the halle / and he fatte hym doune in a fayre chayre / and 10

there femed to be two edders aboute his neck
/ and thenne the

old man had an harp / and there he fange an old fonge how

lofeph of Armathye came in to this land / thenne whanne he

had fongen / the old man bad fir Bors go from thens / for he-

re fhall ye haue no mo aduentures
/ and ful worfhypfully ha- 15

ue ye done / and better llialle ye doo here after / And thenne fir

Bors femed that there came the whyteft douue with a lytel

golden fenfer in her mouthe / And anone there with alle the te-

peft ceafed and paffed that afore was merueyllous to here /

Soo was alle that Courte ful of good fauours / Thenne fyre 20

Bors fawe four children berynge four fayre tapres / and an

old man in the myddes of the children with a fenfer in hys
owne hand / and a fpere in his other hand / and that fpere

was called the fpere of vengeaunce

C Capitulum Seytum

IB'4~I Ow faid that old man to fire Bors goo ye to your 25

II ^'cofyn fyr Launcelot / and telle hym of this aduenture

the whiche had ben moft conuenyent for hym of al erthely kn-

y3tes / but fynne is foo foule in hym / he may not encheue fuche

holy dedes / for had not ben his fynne he had paft al the kny5tes
that eucr were in his dayes / and telle thou fir launcelot of alle 30

worldly aduentures he paffeth in manhode & proweffe al other

But in this fpyrytuel maters he flialle haue many his better/

And thenne fir Bors fawe four gentylwymen come by hym
pourely bifene / & he fawe where that they entrid in to a chamber

where was grete ly3te as it were a fomer lyghte / & the wymen 35
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kneled doune afore an aultcr of fylucr with fourc pyllowes

and as hit had ben a biffliop kneled doune afore that table

of fyluer / And as fire Bors lokcd ouer his hede / he fawe a

fwerd lyke fylucr naked houynge ouer his hede / and the cle-

S rencs there of fmote foo in his eyen that as att that tymc fyrc

Bors was blynde /
and there he herd a voys that faid go hens

thou fyrc Bors / for as yet thow arte not worthy for to be in

this place / and thcnne he yedc backward to his bedde tyl on the

morne
/
And on the morne kynge Pelles made grete loye of

10 fir Bors / and thenne he departed and rode to Camelot / and

there he fonde fire launcelot du lake / and told hym of the ad-

uentures that he had fene with kynge Pelles at Corbyn / Soo

the noyfe fprangc in Arthurs Courte that launcelot had geten

a childe vpon Elayne the doughter of Kynge Pelles / wherfor

15 Quene Gueneuer was wrothc / and gafe many rebukes to fir

launcelot / and called hym fals knyghte / & thenne fire'laucelot

told the quene all / & how he was made to lye by her by enchau-

tement in lykenes of the Quene / Soo the quene helde fir lau-

celot excufed / And as the book faith kyng Arthur had ben in

20 Fraunce / and had made warre vpon the myghty kyng Clau-

das / and had wonne moche of his landes /
And whanne the

kyng was come ageyne / he lete crye a grete feeft that al lordes

& ladyes of al Englond fliold he there /
but yf it were fuche as

were rebellious ageynft hym

M
C Capitulnm vij

25 |-^-| Nd when dame Elayne the doughter of kyng Pelles

' herd of this feefle /
fhe wente to her fader and requyred

hym that he wold gyue her leue to ryde to that feeft / The kyng
anfuerd I will wel ye go thyder / but in ony wyfe as ye loue

me / and wile haue my bleffyng that ye be wel bifene in the

30 rycheft wyfe / and loke that ye fpare not for no coft / afke and

ye fhalle haue alle that yow nedeth / Thenne by the aduyfe of

dame Bryfen her mayden alle thynge was apparaylled vnto

the purpofe that there was neuer no lady more rychelyer byfe-

ne / So flie rode with xx kny3tes & x ladyes & getilwymen to Y
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nombre of an honderd horfes / And whanne fhe came to Ca-

melot / kynge Arthur and quene Gucneuer fayd and all the

knyghtes / that dame Elayne was the fayreft and the beft by-

fene lady that euer was fene in that Courte

^ And anone as kynge Arthur wyflc that fhe was come /
he 5

mette her / and falewed her / and foo dyd the mooft party of al

the knyghtes of the round table / bothe fyr Triftram /
fir Ble-

oberys and fyr Gawayne and many moo that I wille not rc-

herce /
But whanne fyre Launcelot fawe her he was foo aflia-

m.ed /
& that by caufe he drewe his fvverd on the morne whan lo

he had layne by her / that he wold not falewe her nor fpeke to

her
/
& yet fyre Launcelot thought flie was the fayreft woman

that euer he fawe in his lyf dayes / But whanne dame Elayn

fawe fyre Launcelot that wold not fpeke vnto her / flie was fo

heuy that flie wend her herte wold haue to braft /
For wete you 15

wel cute of mefure flie loucd hym / And thennc Elayne fayd

vnto her woman dame Bryfen the vnkyndeneffe of fyr Laun-

celot fleeth me nere / 41 A pees madame faid dame

Bryfen I wille vndertake that this nyghte he fhalle lye with

yow /
and ye wold hold yow ftylle / that were me leuer fayd 20

dame Elayne than alle the gold that is aboue the erthe / Lete

me dele faid dame Bryfen / ^ Soo whanne Elayne was bro-

ughte vnto quene Gueneuer eyther made other good chere by

countenauncc but nothynge with hertes /
But alle men & wym-

men fpake of the beaute of dame Elayne and of her grete Ry- 25

cheffes /
thenne at nyghte the quene commaunded that dame

Elayne fliold flepe in a chamber / nyghe her chamber and alle

vnder one roofe / & foo it was done as the quene commaunded

^ Thenne the quene fent for fyre Launcelot & badde hym come

to her chamber that nyghte / or els I am fure faid the Quene / 3°

that ye will go to your ladyes bed dame Elayn / by whome ye

gat Galahalt / A madame faid fyr Launcelot neuer faye ye fo

For that I dyd was ageynfte my wille / thenne faid the que-

ne loke that ye come to mc whan I fend for yow /
Madame fa-

id launcelot I fhall not fayle yow but I fliall be redy at your 35

commaundemet / this bargayn was foone done & made bitwene

them /
but dame Bryfen knewe it by her craftes / & told hit to

her lady dame Elayne / 41 Alias faid flie how fhall I
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doo / lete mc dele faid dame Bryfen /
for I flialle brynge hym

by the hand eucn to your bedde / and he flialle wene that I am

Ouenc Gueneuers meffager ^ Now wel is me fa-

id dame Elaync / for alle the world I loue not foo nioche as

5 I doo fyr launcelot /

C Capitulum viij

SOo
whanne tyme came that alle folkes were a bedde /

Dame Bryfen came to fyr launcelots beddes fyde and

faid Syre launcelot du lake flepe yow / My lady quene gwe-

ncuer lyeth and awayteth vpon yow / O my fayre lady fayd

lo fyr launcelot I am redy to goo with yow where ye will haue

me / Soo fyr launcelot threwe vpon hym a long gowne /
and

his fuerd in his hand / and thenne dame Bryfen took hym by

the fynger and ledde hym to her ladyes bedde dame Elayne /

And thenne fhe departed and lefte them in bedde to gyders /

15 wete yow wel the lady was gladde and foo was fyr launce-

lot /
for he wende that he had had another in his armes /

^ Now leue we them kyffynge and clyppynge as was kyn-

dely thyng / & now fpeke we of quene gueneuer that fente one

of her wymen vnto fyr launcelots bed / ^ And whan fhe came

20 there /
fhe fond the bedde colde / and he was away /

foo fhe came

to the Quene and told her alle
/
Alias faid the Quene whe-

re is that fals knyghte become / Thenne the quene was nyghe

oute of her wytte / and thenne fhe wrythed and weltred as a

mad woman / and myght not flepe a four or fyue houres /

25 ^ Thenne fyre launcelot had a condycion that he vfed of cuft-

omme he wolde clater in his flepe /
and fpeke ofte of his lady

Quene Gueneuer / Soo as fyr launcelot had waked as longe

as hit had pleafyd hym /
thenne by courfe of kynde he flepte / &

dame Elayne bothe /
And in flepe he talked and clatered

30 as a lay of the louc that had ben betwixe Quene Gweneuer

and hym / ^[ And foo as he talked foo lowde

the Quene herde hym there as fhe laye in her chamber / & when

fhe herde hym foo clater flie was nyghe woode and out of her

mynde / and for anger and payne wift not what to do
/ ^ And
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thenne flie coughed foo lowde that fyre launcelot awaked and

he knevve her hemynge / ^ And thenne he knewe well that

he lay not by the Quene / and there with he lepte out of his bed

as he had ben a wood man in his flierte / and the quene mett

hym in the iloorc / and thus fhe faid / fals traytour kny}! that 5

thow arte / loke thow neuer abyde in my Courte and auoyde

my chamber / and not foo hardy thow fals traytour kny3t that

thow arte that euer thow come in my fyghte / Alias fayd fyr

launcelot / and there with he tookc fuchc an hertely forowe atte

her wordes that he felle doune to the floore in a fwoune / And 10

there with alle Quene Gueneuer departed / And whanne fyr

Launcelot awoke of his fwoune / he lepte oute at a bay wyn-
dowe in to a gardyne /

and there with thornes he was alle to

cratched in his vyfage and his body / and foo he ranne forthe

he wyft not whyder / and was wylde wood as euer was man 15

and foo he ranne two yere /
and neuer man myghte haue grace

to knowe hym

C Capitulum IRonum

^^1^/^^ Ow torne we vnto Quene Gueneuer and to the fayr

IB4~I l2<^y Elayne that whanne dame Elayn herd the que-

ll %r ne foo to rebuke fyr launcelot / and alfo fhe fawe how 20

he fwouned /
and hou he lepte oute at a bay wyndovve / Thenne

(he faid vnto quene Gueneuer Madame ye are greteiy to bla-

me for fyr launcelot
/

for now haue ye lofb hym / for I fawe &
herd by his countenaunce that he is mad for euer / Alias ma-

dame ye doo grete fynne /
and to your felf grete diflionour / for 25

ye haue a lord of your owne / and therfor it is youre parte to

loue hym /
for there is no quene in this world

/ hath fuche an

other kynge as ye haue / And yf ye were not I myghte haue

the loue of my lord fyr Launcelot /
and caufe I haue to loue

hym /
for he had my maydenhode /

and by hym I haue borne a 30

fayre fone / and his name is Galahalt / and he fhalle be in his

tyme the beft knyghte of the world
/

^ Dame Elayne faid the Quene whanne hit is daye lyght

I charge yow and commaunde yow to auoyde my Courte
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And for the loue ye owe vnto fire launcelot difcouer not his

counceylle / for and ye doo /
it wille be his dethe

/
As for that fa-

id dame Elayne I dar vndertake he is marred for euer
/
and

that haue ye made
/

for ye nor I are lyke to reioyce hym /
for he

5 made the mooft pytous grones whanne he lepte oute at yonder

bay wyndowe that euer I herd man make / Alias fayd fayre

Elayne /
and alias faid the Ouene Gucneuer /

for now I wo-

te wel / we haue lofle hym for euer / So on the morne dame E-

layne took her leue to departe and fhe wold no lenger abyde/

10 Thenne kynge Arthur brought her on her waye with mo than

an honderd knyghtes thurgh a forcft / ^ And by the way flie

told fir Bors de ganys alle how hit betyd that fame nyghte

And how fir launcelot lepte out att a wyndowe araged oute

of his wytte / Alias faid fyr Bors where is my lord fir laun-

15 celot become / Syr faid Elayne I wote nere /

Alias faid fyre Bors betwixe yow bothe ye haue deftroyed

that good knyghte /
As for me faid dame Elayne I fayd ne-

uer nor dyd neuer thynge that fliold in ony wyfe difpleafe

hym /
but with the rebuke that Ouene Gueneuer gaf hym I

20 fawe hym fwoune to the erthe / And whanne he awoke he took

his fwerd in his hand naked fauf his flierte
/
and lepte oute

at a wyndowe with the gryfylyeft grone that euer I herd

man make ^ Now fare wel dame Elayne faide

fyre Bors / and hold my lord Arthur with a tale as long as

25 ye can
/

for I wylle tome ageyne to Ouene Gueneuer / and

gyue her a hete
/ and I requyre yow as euer ye wylle haue

my feruyfe make good watche and afpye yf euer ye may fee

my lord fire Launcelot

^ Truly fayd fayr Elayne I flialle doo alle that I may do

30 for as fayne wold I knowe and wete where he is become as

yow or ony of his kynne /
or Ouene Gueneuer / and caufe gre-

te ynough haue I therto as wel as ony other /
And wete ye

wel faid fayre Elayne to fire Bors
/

I wold lefe my lyf for

hym / rather than he fliold be hurte
/
but alias I cafl: me neuer

35 for to fee hym / and the chyef caufer of this is dame Gueneuer

^ Madame faid dame Bryfen the whiche had made the en-

chauntemcnt before betwix fir launcelot and her /
I pray you

hertcly lete fyre Bors departe / and hye hym with al his my5t
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as faft as he may to feke fyre Launcelot / For I warne yow
he is clene out of his mynde /

and yet he fliall be wel holpen / &
but by myracle /

Thenne wepte dame Elayne / and foo dyd

fyre Bors de ganys /
and foo they departed / and fyre bors ro-

de ftreyghte vnto Ouene Gueneuer / and whanne flie favve fir 5

Bors
/

Ihe wepte as flie were wood
/ Fy on your wepyng fa-

id fir Bors de ganys /
for ye wepe neuer but whan there is no

bote /
Alias faid fir Bors that euer fyr launcelots kynne fa-

vve yow /
for now haue ye loft the beft knyght of oure blood

/

and he that was alio oure leder and oure focour / and I dare 10

faye and make it good that all kynges cryften nor hethen may
not fynde fuche a knyghte for to fpeke of his nobylneffe and

curtofye with his beaute and his gentylneffe / Alias faid fire

Bors what fiialle we doo that ben of his blood
/ Alias fayd

E<5lor de marys / Alias faid Lyonel 15

C Capitulum y

HNd
whanne the Ouene herd them faye foo

/
fiie felle to

the erthe in a dede fwoune / and thenne fyr Bors took

her vp /
and dawed her / & whanne flie was awaked flie

kneled afore the thre knyghtes /
and helde vp bothe their handes

and befoughte them to feke hym / and fpare not for noo goodes 20

but that he be founden / for I wote he is oute of his mynde / &
fir Bors / fyr Eflor / and fyr Lyonel departed from the quene

for they myght not abyde no Icnger for forowe / and thenne

the quene fent them trefour ynough for theyr expeticys / and fo

they took their horfes and their armour and departed /
and then- 25

ne they rode from countrey to countrey in forefiies and in wyl-

dernes and in waftes
/
and euer they laid watche bothe att fo-

reftes and at alle maner of men as they rode to herken and fpe-

re after hym /
as he that was a naked man in his fherte with

a fwerd in his hand / ^ And thus they rode 30

nyghe a quarter of a yere endlonge and ouerthwarte in many

places foreftes and wildernes / and oftymes were euylle lod-

ged for his fake
/

and yett for alle theire laboure and fekynge

coude they neuer here word of hym / ^ And wete yow well
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thefe thre knyghtes were paffynge fory / Thcnnc at the lade fire

Bors and his felawes mette with a knyghtc that hyght fyr

Melyon de Tartare / Now fayre kny3t faid fir Bors / whether

be ye awey / for they knewe eyther other afore tymc / Sir faid

S Melyon I am in the way toward the courte of kyng Arthur

Thenne we praye yow fayd fire Bors that ye willc telle my
lord Arthur and my lady qucne Gueneuer and alle the fe-

laufhyp of the roud table that we can not in no wyfe here telle

where fyr launcelot is become / ^ Thenne fire Melyon departed
10 from them / and fayd that he wold telle the kynge and the que-

ne and alle the felaufliyp of the round table as they had de-

fyred hym / Soo whannc fire Melyon came to the Courte of

kynge Arthur / he told the kynge and the quene and al the

felauflTip of the round table what fir Bors had faid of fyre

15 Launcelot /
Thenne fire Gawayne fire Vwayne / fyr Sagramor

le defyrus / fyr Aglouale / and fyre Percyuale de galys tooke

vpon them by the grete defyre of kynge Arthur / and in efpeci-

al by the quene to feke thorou out all Englond walys & Scot-

land to fynde fire launcelot / and with hem rode eyghten kn-

20 yghtes moo to bere them felaufhip / and wete ye wel / they lac-

ked no mancr of fpendyng / and foo were they thre and twen-

ty knyghtes / ^ Now torne we to fyre Launcelot / and fpeke

we of his care and woo / and what payne he there endured / for

cold / honger and thurfte he had plente / ^ And thus as thefe

25 noble knyghtes rode to gyders / they by one affente departed / &
thenne they rode by two / by thre / and by foure / and by fyue / &
euer they affigned where they fliold mete / And foo fir Aglo-

uale and fyr Percyuale rode to gyders vnto theyr moder that

was a quene in tho dayes /
And whanne fhe fawe her two fo-

30 nes /
for loye fhe wepte tendyrly / And thenne fhe fayd / A my

dere fones
/
whanne your fader was flayne / he lefte me

iiij fo-

nes / of the whiche now be tweyn flayne / And for the dethe of

my noble fone fyre Lamorak flialle my herte neuer be gladde /

And thenne flie kncled doune vpon her knees to fore Aglo-

35 uale and fir Percyuale / and befoughte them to abyde at home

with her
/
A fwete moder faid fyr Percyuale we may not / For

we be come of kynges blood of bothe partyes / and therfor mo-

der it is our kynde to haunte armes and noble dedes / Alias
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my fvvete fones thenne fhe fayd . for your fakes I fhalle lefe

my lykynge and luft / and thenne wynde and weder I maye
not endure /

what for the dethe of your fader kynge Pellenore

that was fhamefully flayne by the handes of fyr Gawayne /

and his broder fyre Gaherys / and they flewe hym not manly
but by treafon / A my dere fones this is a pyteous complaynte

for me of your faders dethe / confyderynge alfo the dethe of fire

Lamorak that of kny5thode had but fewe felawes / Now m>'

dere fones haue this in your mynde / Thenne there was but we-

pynge and fobbynge in the Courte whanne they fhold depar-

te / and fhe felle in fwounynge in myddes of the Courte /

C Capitulum yi

HNd
whanne fhe was awaked /

flie fente a fquyer after

them with fpendynge ynough / And foo whanne the

fquyer had ouertake them / they wold not fuffre hym
to ryde with hem / but fente hym home ageyne to comforte theyr 15

moder / prayenge her mekely of her bleffynge / And fo this fqu-

yer was benyghted / and by myffortune he happend to come

to a caftel where dwcllid a Baroune / ^ And fo whanne the

fquyer was come in to the caftel / the lord afl^ed hym / from

whens he came / and whome he ferued / my lord fayd the fquy- 20

er a ferue a good knyghte that is called fire Aglouale / the

fquyer faid it to good entente / wenynge vnto hym to haue ben

more forborne for fyre Aglouals fake / than he had faid he had

ferued the quene Aglouals moder
/ wel my felawe faid the

lord of that Caftel /
for fyre Aglouals fake thow flialt haue 25

euyl lodgynge /
for fir Aglouale flewe my brodr / and ther-

for thow fhalt dye on party of payement / ^ And thenne that

lord commaunded his men to haue hym aweye and flee hym/
and foo they dyd / and foo pulled hym oute of the caftel / and

there they flewe hym without mercy / ^ Ryghte fo on the mo- 3°

me came fire Aglouale and fire Percyuale rydynge by a chir-

che yerd where men and wymmen were befy / and beheld the dede

fquyer / and they thoughte to berye hym / what is there faid fir

Aglouale / that ye behold foo faft /
A good man ftarte forthe /
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and faid / fayrc knyghte here lyeth a fquyer flaync fliameful-

ly this nyght /
How was he flaync fayr fclawe faid fir Ag-

louale / my fayr fyr faid the man / the lord of this caflel lodged

this fquyer this nyght / and by caufe he faid he was feruaunt

5 vnto a good knyghte that is with kynge Arthur / his name

is fyr Agloualc / therfor the lord commaunded to flee hym / &
for this caufe is he flayne / Gramercy faid fyr Aglouale / and

ye fhalle fee his dethe reucnged lyghtcly /
for I am that fame

knyght for whome this fquyer was flayne / Thenne fir Aglo-
10 uale called vnto hym fyr Percyuale / and badde hym alyghte

lyghtely / and foo they alyghte bothe / and betoke theire horfes

to their men /
and foo they yede on foote in to the Caftel /

And
alfo foone as they were within the caftel gate / fyre Aglouale

badde the porter goo thow vnto thy lord and telle hym / that I

5 am fyr Aglouale for whome this fquyer was flaync this ny5t

Anone the porter told this to his lord whos name was Gode-

wyn / anone he armed hym / and thenne he came in to the court

and faid whiche of yow is fir Aglouale / here I am faid A-

glouale / for what caufe fleweft thow this nyghte my moders

20 fquyer /
I flcwe hym faid fyr Goodewyn by caufe of the / For

thow fleweft my broder fyr Gawdelyn /
As for thy broder fayd

fyr Aglouale I auowe hit / I flewe hym / for he was a fals

knyghte and a bitrayer of ladyes and of good knyghtes / &
for the dethe of my fquyer thow flialt dye /

I defye the faid fir

25 Goodewyn / thenne they lafthed to gyders as egerly as hit had

ben two Ij-ons /
and fyr Percyuale he fought with alle the re-

menaunt that wold fyghte / And within a whyle fyr Percy-

uale had flayne alle that wold withflande hym / For fyr per-

cyuale delt foo his ftrokes that were foo rude that there durflic

30 no man abyde hym /
And within a whyle fir Aglouale had

fir Goodewyn at the erthe / and there he vnlaced his helme
/ &

ftrake of his hede /
and thenne they departed and took theyre

horfes / and thenne they lete cary the dede fquyer vnto a pryo-

ry / and there they entered hym /

C Capitulum yij

^35 l~^-| Nd whanne this was done / they rode in to many coun-
•

treyes euer enquyryng after fyr Launcelot /
but neuer
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they coude here of hym / and at the lafte they came to a Caftell

that hyghte Cardycan / and there fyre Percyuale and fire a-

glouale were lodged to gyders /
and pryuely aboute mydny5t

fir Percyuale came to aglouals fquyer / and fayd aryfe & ma-

ke the redy /
for ye and I wylle ryde awey fecretcly / Sir faid 5

the fquyer /
I wold ful fayne ryde with yow where ye wold

haue me /
but and my lord your broder take me /

he wille flee

me / as for that care thow not
/

for I flialle be thy waraunt / &
foo fyr Percyual rode tyl it was after none / and thenne he

came vpon a brydge of ftone / and there he fond a knyght that lo

was bounden with a chayne fafte aboute the waft vnto a pyl-

ler of ftone / O fayre knyghte faid that bounden Knyghtc / I

requyre the lofc me of my boundes /
what knyghte are ye fayd

fyr Percyuale /
and for what caufe are ye foo bounden / Syre I

fhalle telle yow faid that knyght I am a kny5te of the table 15

round / and my name is fyre Perfydes / and thus by aducntur

I came this waye / and here I lodged in this caltel attc bryd-

ge foote / and therin duelleth an vncurtois lady /
and by caufe

fhe profered me to be her peramour / and I refufed her / fhe fette

her men vpon me fodenly or euer I myghte come to my wepen :o

and thus they bonde me
/
and here I wotc wel I flial dye but

yf fomme man of worfliip breke my bandes / Be ye of good

chere faid fyr Percyuale / and by caufe ye are a knyghte of the

round table as wel as I
/ I trufl to god to breke youre ban-

des / and there with fyr Percyuale pulled out his fwerd and 25

ftrake at the chayne with fuche a myght that he cutte a two the

chayne / and thoru fyr Percydes hauberk and hurte hym a ly-

tel
/ O Ihefu faid fir Perfides that was a myghty ftroke as c-

uer I felt one / for had not the chayne be / ye hadde flayn me / &
there with al fire Perfydes fawe a knyghte comyng oute of a 30

Caftel al that euer he myghte flynge / Beware fyr faidc fyre

Percydes yonder cometh a man that wille haue adoo with you
Letc hym come faid fyre Percyuale / and fo he mette with that

knyghtc in myddes of the brydge / and fire percyuale gaf hym
fuche a buffet that he fmote hym quytc from his hors

/ & ouer 3i

a parte of the brydge that had not ben a lytil veffcl vnder the

brydge / that knyghte had ben drouned /
and thene fire percyual

tooke the knyghtes hors and made fire percydes to mounte vp

[leaf 295]



«ooli tl.] [ 59° ] [Cbap. jiii.

hym /
and foo they rode vnto the caftel / and bad the lady dely-

uer fyre Perfydes feruaunts / or els he wold (lee alle that e-

uer he fonde
/
and foo for fere flie delyuerd them alle / Thenne

was fyre Percyuale ware of a lady that ftode in that toure /

5 A madame fayd fyre Percyuale what vfe and cuftomme is

that in a lady to deftroye good knyghtes / but yf they wylle be

your peramour /
for fothe this is a fliameful cuflomme of a la-

dy / And yf I had not a grete mater in my hand / I fliold

fordoo your euylle cuftommes / and foo fyr Percydes brou-^te

10 fyr percyuale vnto his owne caftel
/ and there he made hym gre-

te chere alle that nyghte / And on the morne whanne fyr percy-

uale had herd maffe / and broken his faft / he badde fyr perfy-

des ryde vnto kynge Arthur / and telle the kynge how that ye
mette with me / and telle my broder fyre Aglouale how I re-

15 fcowed yow / and bydde hym feke not after me
/

for I am in

the queft to feke fir launcelot du lake / And though he feke me
he flialle not fynde me / and telle hym I wille neuer fee hym
nor the courte tyl I haue fond fyre Launcelot / Alfo telle fir

kay the Senefchal and to fyr Mordred that I truft to Ihefu

20 to be of as grete worthynes as eyther of them / for telle them I

flial neuer forgete theire mockes and fcornes that they did to

me that day that I was made knyghte / And telle them I wil

neuer fee the Courte tyl men fpeke more worfliip of me than

euer men dyd of ony of them bothe / And foo fyre percydes de-

25 parted from fyr percyuale / and thenne he rode vnto kyng Ar-

thur / and told there of fire percyuale / And whan fire Aglo-

uale herd hym fpeke of his broder fyr percyuale / he fayd / he de-

parted from me vnkyndely /

C Capitulum yiij

SYr fayd fyre percydes on my lyf he (halle preue a no-

ble knyghte as ony now is lyuynge / And whanne he

fawe fire kay and fyr Mordred / fyr percydes faid thus / My
fayre lordes bothe fyr percyuale greteth yow wel bothe / and he

fente you word by me that he trufteth to god or euer he come

to the courte ageyne to be of as grete nobleffe as euer were ye

35 bothe and mo men to fpeke of his nobleffe than euer they did
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yow / hit maye wel be fayd fyr kay and fyre Mordred / but at

that tyme whanne he was made knyghte / he was ful vnlyke

to prcue a good knyght / As for that fayd kynge Arthur / he

muft nedes preue a good knyghte /
for his fader and his bre-

theren were noble knyghtes / And now wille we tourne vnto 5

fyr Percyuale that rode longe / and in a foreft he mette a kn-

yghte with a broken flielde and a broken helme / and as foone

as eyther fawe other redyly they made them redy to lufle / and

foo hurteled to gyders with alle the myghte of theyr horfes / &
they to gyders foo hard that fyre Percyuale was fmyten to 10

the erthe / and thenne fyr Percyuale arofe lyghtely / and cafte

his flielde on his fliolder and drewe his fwerd / and badde the

other knyghte alyghte and doo we bataille vnto the vttermeft

Wylle ye more fayd that knyghte /
and there with he alyghte/

and putte his hors fro hym / and thenne they came to gyders 15

an efy paas / and there they lafflied to gyder with noble fuer-

des / and fomtyme they ftroke / and fomtyme they foyned / and

eyther gaf other many grete woundes / Thus they fought nere

half a daye / and neuer refted but ryghte lytel / and there was

none of them both that had laffe woundes than xv / and they 20

bledde foo moche that it was merueyl they ftode on their feete/

But this knyghte that foughte with fyre Percyuale was a

proued knyghte and a wyfe fyghtynge knyghte / and fyre

percyuale was yonge and ftronge not knowyng in fyghtyng

as the other was / Thenne fir percyuale fpake fyrfte and fayd 25

fyre knyghte hold thy hand a whyle ftille / for we haue fou}-

ten for a fymple mater and quarel ouer longe / and therfor I

requyre the telle me thy name / for I was neuer or this tyme
matched / Soo god me help fayd that knyghte / and neuer or

this tyme was there neuer knyght that wounded me foo fore/ 30

as thow haft done / and yet haue I foughten in many batails

and now flialt thow wete that I am a knyghte of the table

round /
and my name is fyr Eclor de marys broder vnto the

good knyghte fyr launcelot du lake / Alias faid fyr percyual

and my name is fyre percyuale de galys that hath maade my 35

queft to feke fyr launcelot / and now I am feker that I fhall

neuer fynyfflie my queft / for ye haue flayne me with your han-

des /
It is not foo faid fire E6lor

/
for I am flayne by youre
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handcs / and mayc n lyuotc / therfor I requyre yow fayd fire

Echor vnto fyr Pcrcyuale ryde ye here by to a pryory / & bryn-

ge me a prcelt that I may receyue my faueour / for I may not

lyue / And whanne ye come to the courte of Kynge Arthur /

5 telle not my brodcr fire launcelot how that ye flewe me
/
For

thenne he wold be your mortal enemy / But ye may fay that

I was flayne in my qucft as I foughte hym /
Alias faid fire

Percyuale ye faye that thynge that neuer wille be / for I am
foo faynte for bledynge that I maye vnncthe ftande / how fliold

10 I thenne take my hors /

C Capitulum yiiij

M \ Henne they made bothe grete dole oute of mefure / this

^^J^ wille not auayle faid fire Percyuale / And thenne he

kneled doune and made his prayer deuoutely vnto al myghty
Ihcfu / for he was one of the beft knyghtes of the world that at

15 that tyme was / in whome the veray fcythe ftode mooft in

^ Ryght foo there came by / the holy veffel of the Sancgreal

with alle maner of fwetnes and fauour / but they coude not re-

dyly fee who that bare that veffel / but fyre Percyuale hadde a

glemerynge of the veffel and of the mayden that bare hit / for

20 he was a parfyte clene mayden / and forth with al they bothe

were as hole of hyde and lymme as euer they were in theire

lyf dayes /
thenne they gaf thankynges to god with grete myl-

deneffe / O Ihefu faid fyr Percyuale what maye this mcane /

that we be thus heled / and ryghte now we were at the poynt

25 of dyenge / I wote ful wel faid fire Ector what it is / It is

an holy veffel that is borne by a mayden / and thcrin is parte

of the hooly blood of oure lord Ihefu crift bleffid mote he be

but it may not be fene faid fyr Eftor /
but yf hit be by a par-

fyte man /
Soo god me help faid fyr Percyuale I fawe a da-

30 moyfel as me thoughte alle in whyte with a veffel in both her

handes /
and forth with al I was hole / Soo thenne they toke

their horfes and their harneis and amended theire harneis as

wel as they myghte that was broken / and foo they mounted

vpon theyr horfes /and rode talkynge to gyders / And there fir

35 Eflor de marys told fire Pcrcyuale how he hadde foughte his
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broder fyr launcelot longe / and neuer coude here vvetynge of

hym / in many flraunge aduentures haue I ben in this quelle

x\nd foo eyther told other of their aduentures /

C t)ere cnbetb tbe enleuentb booftc/C Hub bere folowetb tbc

tvvelftb boooft

C CapitiUum primum/

Nd now leue we of a whyle of fyr E6lor and

of fyre Percyuale /
and fpeke we of fir launce- 5

lot that fuffred and endured many fliarp fliou-

res that euer ranne wylde wood from place to

place and lyued by fruyt / and fuche as he my-

ght gete /
and dranke water two yere / and other clothyng had

he but lytel / but his flierte and his breche / ^ Thus as fir lau- 10

celot wandred here and there
/
he came in a fayre medowe whe-

re he fond a pauelione / and there by vpon a tree there henge a

whyte fhelde /
and two fwerdes henge there by and two fpe-

res lened there by a tree / ^ And whanne fyr launcelot fawe

the fwerdes / anone he lepte to the one fwerd and tooke hit in 15

his hand and drewe hit oute / And thenne he lafflied at the

fheld that alle the medowe range of the dyntes / that he gaf fu-

che a noyfe as ten knyghtes had foughten to gyders / Thenne

came forthe a dwerf and lepte vnto fyr launcelot / and wold

haue had the fuerd oute of his hand / and thenne fyre launce- 20

lot took hym by the bothe fholders and threwe hym to the gro-

und vpon his neck that he had al mooft broken his neck / and

there with alle the dwerf cryed lielpe / Thenne came forth a ly-

kely knyghte and wel apparaylled in fcarlet furred with my-
neuer /

And anone as he fawe fyr launcelot / he demed that he 25

fliold be oute of his wytte /
And thenne he faid with fayre fpe-

che good man leye doune that fwerd
/

for as me femeth / thow

haddeft more nede of flepe and of warme clothes
/
than to wel-

de that fwerd
/
As for that faid fyr Launcelot come not to ny3

for and thow doo wete thou wel I will flee the / And when 30
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the knyghtc of the pauch'one fawe that he flarte bakvvard with-

in the pauclione / And thennc the dvverf armed hym lyghtely

and foo the knyghte thought by force and myghte to take the

fwerd from fyr launcclot /
and foo he came fleppynge oute

/
and

5 whanne fyr launcclot fawc hym come fo alle armed with hys

fwcrd in his hand / Thenne fire launcclot flewe to hym with

fuche a myghte and hytte hym vpon the helmc fuchc a buffet /

that the ftroke troubled his braynes / and there with the fuerd

brak in thre /
And the knyght felle to the erthe as he hadde ben

10 dede
/
the blood braftynge oute of his mouthe / the nofe / and the

eras / And thenne fyr launcclot ranne in to the pauelione and

rafflied euen in to the warme bedde
/
and there was a lady in

that bedde /
and flie gat her fmock / and ranne oute of the pauel-

ione / And whanne flie fawe her lord lye at the ground lyke to

15 be dede
/
thenne flie cryed and wepte as fhe had ben madde /

Thenne with her noyfe the knyghte awaked oute of his fwoun

and loked vp wekely with his eyen / and thenne he afked her

where was that madde man that had gyuen hym fuche a buf-

fet / for fuche a buffet had I neuer of mans hand / Sir fayd

20 the dwerf it is not worfliip to hurte hym for he is a man oute

of his wytte /
and double ye not he hath ben a man of grete

worfhip /
and for fomme hertely forow that he hath taken he is

fallen madde / and me befemeth faid the dwerfe he refembleth

moche vnto fir Launcclot
/

for hym I fawe at the grete turne-

2S ment befyde Lone^ep / Ihefu defende faid that knyghte that e-

uer that noble knyght fyre Launcclot fhold be in fuche a ply-

te
/ but what fomeuer he be faid that knyghte / harme wille I

none doo hym / and this knyghtes name was Blyaunt /

Thenne he faid vnto the dwerf / goo thow faft on horfbak vn-

30 to my broder fyr Selyuaunt / that is at the Caftel blank / & telle

hym of myn aduenture /
and bydde hym brynge with hym an

hors lytter /
and thenne wille we bere this knyghte vnto my

Caftel /

S
C Capitulum ij

Oo the dwerf rode faft / and he came ageyne / and bro-

35 ^^^f ughte fyr Selyuaunt with hym / and fyxe men with
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an hors lytter / and foo they took vp the fether bedde with fyre

launcelot / and foo caryed alle awey with hem vnto the Cartel

Blank
/ and he neuer awaked tyl he was within the Caftel /

And thenne they bounde his handes & his feet /
and gafe hym

good metes and good drynkes /
and broughte hym ageyne 5

to his ftrengthe and his fayreneffe /
but in his wytte they cou-

de not brynge hym ageyn / nor to knowe hym felf / Thus was

fyr launcelot there more than a yere and a half honeftly ara-

yed and fayre fame with alle / Thenne vpon a day this Lord

of that Caftel fyr BIyaunt took his armes on horfbak with 10

a fpere to feke aduentures / And as he rode in a foreft ther met

hym two knyghtes aduenturous / the one was Breufe faunce

pytc / and his broder fyr Bertclot /
& thefe two ranne both atto-

nes vpon fyr BIyaunt / and brake their fperes vpon his body

And thenne they drewe oute fwerdes & made grete bataill / & 13

fought long to gyders / But at the lafl fyr BIyaunt was fo-

re wounded /
and felte hym felf faynte /

and thenne he fled on

horfbak toward his caftel / And as they cam hurlyng vnder the

Caftel where as fir launcelot lay in a wyndowe /
& fawe how

two knyghtes layd vpon fyr BIyaunt with their fwerdes / 20

And whanne fir launcelot fawe that yet as woode as he was

he was fory for his lord fyr BIyaunt /
And thenne fir laun-

celot brake the chaynes fro his legges and of his armes / &

in the brekyng he hurte his handes fore / & fo fir launcelot ran

out at a pofterne /
and there he mett with the two kny3tes that 21

chaced fir BIyaunt /
& there he pulled doun fir Bertelot with

his bare handes from his hors / & there with all he wrothe hys

fuerd out of his hand /
& fo he lepte vnto fyr Brufe / & gaf hym

fuche a bufifet vpon the hede that he tumbled bakward ouer his

hors croupe /
And whan fir Bertolet fawe there his broder ha- 3°

ue fuche a falle / he gat a fpere in his hand / & wold haue ronne

fyr launcelot thurgh / that fawe fir BIyaunt / and ftrake of

the hand of fyr Bertelot / And thenne fyr brufe and fir ber-

telot gat theyr horfes and fled away /
whan fyre Selyuaunt

came and fawe what fyr launcelot had done for his brother / 35

thenne he thanked god and fo dyd his broder that euer they

dyd hym ony good ^ But whanne fire

blyaunt fawe that fyr launcelot was hurte with the brekyng
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of his yrons / thcne was he heuy that euer he bound hym / bynde

liyin no more faid fyr Selyuaunt / for he is happy & gracyous

Thcnnc they made grete loye of fyr launcclot / and they bound

hym no more / & foo he abode there an half yere and more / and

S on the morne erly fyr launcelot was ware where came a grete

bore with many houndes nyghe hym / But the bore was fo byg
ther myghte no houndes tere hym / and the hunters came after

blowyng their homes bothe vpon horfbak & fome vpon foote / &
thcnne fir launcelot was ware where one alyght and teyed his

lo hors to a tree . and lened his fpere ageynfle the tree /

C CapituUim iij

SOo
came fyr launcclot and fonde the hors bounden tyl

a tree / & a fpere Icnyng ageynft a tree / & a fwerd te-

yed to the fadel bowe / & thenne fir launcelot Icpte in to

the fadel & gat that fpere in his hand
/ & thenne he rode after the

'5 bore
/ & thenne fyre laucelot was ware where the bore fet his ars

to a tree faft by an hermytage / Thenne fir launcelot ranne atte

bore with his fpere / & ther with the bore torned hym nemly / &
rafe out the longes & the hert of the hors fo that launcelot felle

to the erthe / & or euer fire launcelot my3t gete from the hors /

20 the bore rafe hym on the brawne of the thy} vp to the hough-
bone / and thenne fir launcelot was wrothe / & vp he gat vpon
his feet / & drewe his fwerd / & he fmote of the bores hede at one

ftroke / & there with all came out the heremyte / & fawe hym ha-

ue fuche a wound / thenne the heremyte came to fir launcelot and

=5 bemoned hym / and wold haue had hym home vnto his hermy-

tage / but whan fyr launcelot herd hym fpeke / he was fo wroth

with his wound that he ranne vpon the heremyte to haue fia-

yne hym /
& the heremyte ranne awey / & whan fir laucelot my-

ght not ouer gete hym / he threwe his fwerd after hym / for fyr

jo launcelot myght tho no ferther for bledyng / thcne the heremy-

te torned ageyn /
& afked fir launcelot how he was hurte / Fe-

lawe faid fir launcelot this bore hath beten me fore / Thenne co-

me with me faid the heremyte and I flialle hele yow / Goo thy

wey faid fir launcelot and dele not with me / Thenne the here-

35 myte ranne his way / and there he mette with a good knyghte
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with many men / Sir faid the heremyte / here is fad by my pla-

ce the goodlyeft man that euer I fawe / and he is fore woun-

ded with a bore / & yet he hath flaync the bore
/
But wcl I wotc

fayd the heremyte and he be not holpen that goodly man fliall

dye of that wounde / and that were grete pyte / Thenne that 5

knyghtc atte defyre of the heremyte gat a carte / and in that

carte that knyghte putte the bore and fir launcclot / for fir lau-

celot was foo feble that they myghte ryght eafyly deale wyth

hym / and foo fyr launcclot was broughte vnto the hermytage
and there the heremyte heled hym of his wound / But the he- 10

remytc myghte not fynde fyr launcclots fuftenaunce / and fo he

enpayred and waxed feblc bothe of his body and of his wyt
for the defaute of his fuftenaunce / he waxed more wooder than

he was afore hand / And thenne vpon a day fyr launcclot ran

his waye in to the foreft / and by aduenture he came to the cy- 15

te of Corbyn where dame Elayne was that bare Galahalt fyr

Launcelots fone / and foo whan he was cntryd in to the toun

he ranne thurgh the Towne to the Caftel / and thenne alle the

yonge men of that Cytc ranne after fir Launcclot / and there

they threwe turues at hym / and gaf hym many fadde ftrokes/ 20

And euer as fyre launcclot myghte ouer rctche ony of them/
he threwe them foo that they wold neuer come in his handes no

more / for of fome he brake the legges & the armes / & fo fledde

in to the Caftel / and thenne came oute knyghtes and fquyers

and refcowed fyr launcclot / And whan they beheld hym / & 25

loked vpon his perfon / they thought they fawe neuer fo good-

ly a man / And whan they fawe fo many woundes vpon hym
alle they demed that he had ben a man of worfhip / And then-

ne they ordeyned hym clothes to his body / and ftrawe vnder-

nethe hym / and a lytel hous / And thCne euery day they wold 30

throwe hym mete / and fette hym drynke / but there was but fe-

we wold brynge hym mete to his handes

C Capitulum iiij

O it befelle that kynge Pelles had a neuewe / his na-

me was Caftor / and fo he defyred of the kyng to be ma-

de knyghte / & fo atte requeft of this Caftor the kynge 35
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made hym knyghte at the feeft of Candelmaffc /
And whanne

fyr Caftor was made knyghte / that fame day he gaf many go-

wnes / And thenne fir Caftor fente for the foole that was fyr

Launcelot / And when he was come afore fyr Caftor /
he gaf fir

S Launcelot a Robe of fcarlet and alio that longed vnto hym /

And whanne fyr launcelot was foo arayed lyke a knyghte

he was the femelyeft man in alle the Courte / and none fo wel

made / Soo whanne he fawe his tyme /
he went in to the gardyn

And there fyre launcelot leid hym doune by a welle & flepte

10 And foo at after none dame Elayne and her maydens came

in to the gardyn to playe them
/
and as they romed vp & doun

one of dame Elayns maydens afpyed where laye a goodely

man by the welle flepynge / and anone fhewcd hym to dame

Elayne / Pees faid dame Elayne / and faye no word
/
& then-

15 ne ftie broughte dame Elayne where he laye /
And whan that

fhe beheld hym /
anone fhe felle in remembraunce of hym / and

knewe hym veryly for fyr launcelot / and there with alle ftie

felle on wepyng foo hertely /
that flie fanke euen to the erthe / &

whanne fhe had thus wepte a grete whyle / thenne flie aroos &
20 called her maydens and faid ftie was feke /

And fo fhe yede out

of the gardyn / & flic wente ftreyghte to her fader / & there fhe to-

ke hym a parte by her felf / and thenne fhe faid O fader now

haue I nede of your help / and but yf that ye helpe me / fare

wel my good dayes for euer / What is that doughter faid ky-

25 ng Pelles / Sir flie faid thus is it in your gardyn /
I went for

to fporte /
and there by the welle I fonde fyr Launcelot du la-

ke flepyng /
I may not bileue that faid kyng Pelles / fyre fhe

faid truly he is there / & me femeth he fliold be diftracte oute of

his witte / thenne hold yow ftille faid the kyng & lete me dele

30 Thenne the kyng called to hym fuche as he moft trufted a
/ iiij /

perfons & dame Elayn his dou5ter /
and whan they cam to the

welle and beheld fyr launcelot / anone dame Bryfen knewe

hym / Sire faide dame Bryfen we mufte be wyfe how we dele

with hym / for this knyghte is oute of his mynde /
& yf we a-

35 wake hym rudely / what he wil doo we al knovve not /
But ye

fhal abyde / and I fhalle throwe fuche an enchauntemcnt vpon

hym / that he fhal not awake within the fpace of an houre / &
fo fhe dyd ^ Thenne within a lytel whyle after the
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kyng commaunded that all peple fliold auoydc that none fli-

old be in that way there as the kyng wold come / & foo whan
this was done / thefe four men and thefe ladyes layd hand on

fyr launcelot / and foo they bare hym in to a Toure
/
and foo in

to a chamber where was the holy veffcl of the Sancgreal / and 5

by force fyr launcelot was leid by that holy veffel / and there

came an holy man and vnhylled that veffel / and foo by my-
racle and by vertu of that holy veffel fyr launcelot was he-

led and recouerd
/ And whanne that he was awaked / he gro-

ned and fyghed and complayned gretely / that he was paf- 10

fynge fore

C Capitulum v

HNd
whanne fir launcelot fawe kynge Pelles & Ela-

yne / he waxed afliamed and faid thus / O lord Ihe-

fu how came I here
/ for goddes fake my lord lete mc

wete how that I came here / Sir faid dame Elayne in to thys 15

Countrey ye cam lyke a madde man clene oute of your wytte

And here haue ye ben kepte as a foole / and no creature here

knewe what ye were vntyl by fortune a mayden of myn bro-

ughte me vnto yow where as ye lay flepynge by a welle / and

anone as I veryly beheld yow / I knewe yow / And thenne I 20

told my fader / and fo were ye broughte afore this holy veffel

And by the vertu of it thus were ye helyd / O Ihcfu mercy fa-

id fire launcelot yf this be fothe / how many there be that kno-

wen of my woodenes / Soo god me help fayd Elayne no mo
but my fader and I and dame Bryfen /

Now for Cryfles lo- 25

ue faid fir Launcelot kepe hit in counce)-llc / and lete noo man

knowe hit in the world / for I am fore afliamed that I haue ben

thus myfcaryed / for I am bannyfflied oute of the Countrey of

Logrys for euer that is for to faye the countrey of Englond/
And foo fyr Launcelot lay more than a fourtenyghte or euer 30

that he myghte ftere for forenes /
And thenne vpon a day he fa-

yd vnto dame Elayne thefe wordes / lady Elayne for your fa-

ke I haue had moche trauaill care and anguyfflie / it nedeth not

to reherfe hit / ye knowe how / Not withflandyng I knowe wel

I haue done foule to yow whan that I drewc my fwerd to you 35

to haue (layn you vpon the morn whan I had layn with yow
And alle was the caufe that ye & dame Bryfen made me for
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to lye by yow maulgre myn hcdc /
and as ye faye that nyghtc

Galahalt your fone was begoten / that is trouthe fayd dame

Elayne / ^ Now wille ye for my loue faid fire launcelot goo
vnto your fader and gete me a place of hym wherin I maye

5 dwelle / For in the Courte of kynge Arthur maye I neuer co-

me / Syr faid dame Elayne I will lyue and dye with yow /

and only for your fake / and yf my lyf myghte not auaile you
and my dethe myghte auaile yow / wete you wel I wold dye
for your fake / and I wille go to my fader

/ and I am fure/

lo there is no thynge that I can defyre of hym but I flialle ha-

uc hit / And where ye be my lord fyr Launcelot doubte ye not

but I wille be with yow with alle the feruyfe that I may do

Soo forth with allc flic wente to her fader
/ and faid fyre / my

lord fyr launcelot defyrcth to be here by yow in fome Caftel of

15 yours / wel doughtcr faid the kynge fythe hit his defyre to

abyde in thefe marches he flialle be in the Caftel of Blyaunt /

and there fhalle ye be with hym and twenty of the fayreft la-

dyes that ben in this countrey /
and they fhalle alle be of the

grete blood /
and ye flialle haue ten knyghtes with yow /

For

20 doughter I wille that ye wete we alle ben honoured by the

blood of fire launcelot

/^^ C Capitulum t>j

/
I

Henne wente dame Elayne vnto fyr Launcelot & told

^^1^ hym alle how her fader had deuyfed for hym and her/
Thenne cam the kny5t fyr Caftor that was neuewe vnto kyng

25 Pelles vnto fyr launcelot & afked hym what was his name
Sir faid fyr launcelot my name is le cheualer malfet that is

to fay the kny3t that hath trefpaced /
Sir faid fir Caflor it may

wel be fo / but euer me femeth your name fliold be fyr laucelot

du lake
/

for or now I haue fene yow / fir faid launcelot ye are

30 not as a gentyl kny3t / I put caas my name were fyr laucelot/

& that it lyfte me not to difcouer my name
/
what fhold it gre-

ue you here to kepe my counceyl / & ye not hurte ther by / but

wete thou wel & euer it lye in my power I fiial greue yow &
that I promyfe you truly / Thenne fir Caflor kneled doune and

35 befou5t fir laucelot of mercy /
for I flial neuer vtter what ye be

whyle ye be in thefe partyes / thenne fire launcelot pardon-

ned hym / ^ And thenne after this kynge Pelles with
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X knyghtes /
and dame Elayne / and twenty ladyes rode vnto

the Cartel of Blyaunt that flood in an Hand beclofed in y-

ron with a fayr water depe and large / ^ And whanne they

were there / fyr launcelot lete calle hit the loyous yle /
& there

was he called none other wyfe / but Lc cheualer malfet the 5

knyghte that hath trefpaced / Thenne fire Launcelot lete make

hym a fhelde alle of Sabel / and a quene crowned in the myd-
des alle of fyluer / & a knyghte clene armed knelyng afore her

and euery day ones for ony myrthes that alle the ladyes my3t
make hym / he wold ones euery day loke toward the realme 10

of Logrys / where kynge Arthur and Ouene Gueneuer was

And thenne wold he falle vpon a wepyng as his hcrt fliold

to brafle / Soo hit felle that tyme fyr launcelot herd of a luft-

ynge faft by his Caftel within thre leghes thenne he called vn-

to hym a dwerf and he badde hym goo vnto that luftynge /
and 15

or euer the knyghtes departe loke thow make there a crye in he-

rynge of alle knyghtes / that there is one knyghte in the lo-

yous yle that is the Cartel of Blyaunt / and faye his name

is le cheualer malfet that wille lurte ageynfte knyghtes that

wille come / And who that putteth that knyghte to the werfe
/

20

flialle haue a fayr mayde and a lerfaucon /

Capitulum fcptimum /

SOo
whanne this crye was made / vnto loyous yle dre-

we knyghtes to the nomber of fyuc honderd
/
and we-

te ye wel there was neuer fene in Arthurs dayes one knyght

that dyd foo moche dedes of armcs as fyre launcelot dyd thre 25

dayes to gyders /
For as the booke maketh truly mencyon / he

had the better of all the fyue honderd knyghtes / and ther was

not one flayne of them
/
And after that fyr launcelot maade

them alle a grete feert / and in the meane whyle came fyr Per-

cyual de galys & fyr Ector de marys vnder that Cartel
/
that 30

was called the loyous yle /
And as they beheld that gay caf-

tel / they wold haue gone to that Cartel / but they myghte not

for the brode water / and brydge coude they fynde none
/
Thenne

they fawe on the other fyde a lady with a fperhauk on her had
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and fir Percyual called vnto her / and aflced that lady who
was in that Cartel / Fair knyghtes flic faid

/ here within thys

cartel is the fayrcrt Indy in this land / and her name is Ela-

yne / Alfo we haue in this Cartel the fayrert knyghte and the

S myghtyeft man that is I dar faye lyuynge / and he called hym
felf le cheualer mal fett / how came he in to thefe marches fayd

fyr Percyuale / Truly faid the damoyfel / he came in to this co-

untrey lyke a madde man with dogges and boyes chacyng hym
thorou the Cyte of Corbyn / and by the holy veffel of the Sa-

10 nke greal he was broughte in to his wytte ageyne / but he wil

not doo batail with noo knyghte / but by vndorne or by none/
And yf ye lyfte to come in to the cartel fayd the lady ye murte

ryde vnto the ferther fyde of the cartel / and there flialle ye fy-

nde a veffel that wille bere yow and your hors / Thenne they

15 departed / and came vnto the veffel / And thenne fyre Percy-

ual alyghte /
and fayd to fire E6lor de marys / ye rtialle abyde

me here vntyl that I wete what maner a knyghte he is / For it

were fliame vnto vs in as moche as he is but one knyghte / &
we fliold both doo batail with hym / doo ye as ye lyfte faid fire

20 E6lor /
and here I fhalle abyde yow vntyl that I here of yow

Thenne paffed fire Percyuale the water / And whanne he cam

to the Caftel gate / he bad the porter goo thow to the good kn-

yghte within the Caftel /
and telle hym / here is comen an erraut

knyghte to lurte with hym / Sir faid the porter ryde ye within

25 the Caftel /
and there is a comyn place for luftynge that lordes

and ladyes maye behold yow / So anone as fyr launcelot had

warnynge /
he was foone redy / and there fyr Percyual and fir

launcelot encountred with fuche a myghte /
and theirc fperes

were foo rude that both the horfes and the knyghtes felle to the

30 erthe /
Thenne they auoyded their horfes

/
and flange oute no-

ble fwerdes / & hewe awey cantels of theire flieldes / & hurtled

to gyder with their flieldes lyke two bores / and eyther woun-

ded other paffynge fore / At the laft fyr Percyual fpake fyrft

whanne they had foughten there more than two houres / Fair

35 knyghte faid fyre Percyuale I requyre the telle me thy name

for I mette neuer with fuche a knyghte / Sir faid fyr launce-

lot my name is le cheueler mal fet
/ Now telle me youre name

faide fyre Launcelot I requyre yow gentyl knj'ghte
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Truly faid fire Percyual my name is fyr Percyual de galis

that was broder vnto the good knyghte fyre Lamorak de ga-

lys /
and kynge Pellenore was oure fader / and fyre Agloual

is my broder / Alias faid fire launcelot what haue I done to

fyghte with yow that art a knyghte of the table round / that 5

fomtyme was your felawe

C Capitulum viij

1-^4 Nd there with alle fyre launcelot kneled doune vpon

/^^^his knees and threwe awey his flield and his fuerd

from hym /
Whanne fire Percyual fawe hym doo fo / he meruey-

led what he mened / And thenne thus he faid
/ fyre knyghte 10

what fomeuer thow be / I requyre the vpon the hyghe ordre of

knyghthode telle me thy true name / Thenne he faid fo god me

help my name is fyre launcelot du lake kynge Bans fone of

Benoy /
Alias faid fyr Percyual what haue I done I was

fente by the Ouene for to feke yow / and foo I haue foughte 15

yow nygh this two yere /
and yonder is fyre E6lor de marys

your broder abydeth me on the other fyde of the yonder water/
Now for goddes fake faid fire Percyual forgyue me myn of-

fencys that I haue here done
/

hit is foone forgyuen faid fyre

launcelot / Thenne fyre Percyual fente for fyr Eflor de marys 20

And whanne fyr launcelot had a fyghte of hym /
he ranne vn-

to hym and took hym in his amies
/
and thcne fyr E6lor kne-

led doune / and eyther wepte vpon other that all had pyte to

beholde them / Thenne came dame Elayne / and fhe there maade

them grete chere as myghte lye in her power / and there flie told 25

fyr E6tor and fyr Percyual how and in what manere fir la-

uncelot came in to that countrey / And how he was heled / and

there hit was knowen how longe fyr launcelot was with fyre

Blyaunt and with fyr Selyuaunt / and how he fyrfte mette

with them / and how he departed from them by caufe of a bore / 30

and how the heremyte heled fyre launcelot of his grete woud

and how that he came to Corbyn /

C Capitulum iy
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mOw
Icue we fire launcclot in the loyous yle with

the lady dame Elayne and fyr Pcrcyual and fir Ec-

tor playcngc with hem / and tome we to fyr Bors dc

ganys and fire Lyonel that had foughte fire launcclot nygh

S by the fpace of two ycre / and neucr coudc they here of hym / &
as they thus rode / by aduenture they cam to the hous of Bran-

degore / and there fyr Bors was wel knowen / for he had geten

a child vpon the kynges doughter fyten yere to fornc / & his

name was Ilclyn le blank
/
And whanne fyre Bors fawe

10 that child hit lyked hym paffynge wel / And fo tho knyghtes

had good chere of the kynge Brandegore / ^ And on

the morne fyre Bors came afore kynge Brandegore and faid

Here is my fone Helyn le blanck / that as it is fayd he is my
fone /

And fythe hit is foo /
I wille that ye wete that I wil ha-

15 ue hym with me vnto the Courte of kynge Arthur / Sir fayd

the kynge / ye maye wel take hym with you / but he is ouer ten-

der of age / As for that fayd fyre Bors I wille haue hym
with me /

and brynge hym to the hows of moft worfliip of the

world / Soo whanne fyre Bors fliold departe / there was ma-

20 de grete forowe for the departynge of Helyn le blanck / and gre-

te wepynge was there made /
But fire Bors and fyre Lyonel

departed /
And within a whyle they came to Camelot / where

was kynge Arthur / And whanne kynge Arthur vnderftood

that Helyn le blank was kynge Bors fone / and neuewe vn-

25 to kynge Brandegore /
Thenne kynge Arthur lete hym make

knyghte of the round table
/
and foo he preued a good kny-

ght /
and an aduenturous / ^ Now wille we torne to our ma-

ter of fire launcclot /Hit befelle vpon a day fyr Eflor and fyr

Percyual cam to fyr Launcclot and aflvcd hym what he wo-

30 Id doo /
and whether he wold goo with them vnto kynge Ar-

thur or not
/ Nay fayd fyr Laucelot that may not be by no me-

ane /
for I was fo venetreted at the Courte that I caft me ne-

uer to come there more / Sir faid fyr E6lor I am youre broder

and ye are the man in the world that I loue mooft / And yf I

35 vnderftode that it were your difworfliip / ye may vnderftande I

neuer counceyle yow ther to /
but kynge Arthur and al

his knyghtes / and in efpecial Queue Gueneuer maade fuche

dole and forowe that hit was merueyle to here and fee
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And ye mufte remembre the grete vvorlliip and renoume that

ye be of / how that ye haue ben more fpoken of than ony other

knyghte that is now lyuynge / for there is none that bereth the

name now but ye and fyr Triftram /
therfore broder fayd fyrc

Eclor make yow redy to ryde to the Courte with vs / and I dar 5

fay /
there was neuer knyghte better welcome to the court than

ye / and I wote vvel and can make it good faid fyr E6lor it

hath cofte my lady Ouene twenty thowfand pound the fe-

kynge of yow /
wel broder faid fire launcelot I wil doo after

your counceil and ryde with yow / Soo thenne they took their lo

horfes and made them redy and took their leue at kyng Pel-

les and at dame Elayne /
And whanne fyrc launcelot fhold

departe / dame Elayne made grete forowe / My lord fyr Launce-

lot faid dame Elayne at this fame fceft of Pentecoft iliall yo-

ur fone and myn Galahalt be made knyghte / for he is fully 15

now XV wynter old
/
doo as ye lyft faid fir Launcelot

/ god gy-

ue hym grace to preue a good knyghte / As for that fayd da-

me Elayne I doubte not he flial preue the beft man of his kyn

excepte one / thenne flialle he be a man good ynough faid fyre

launcelot / 20

C Capltulum y

^^^^ Henne they departed / and within fyue dayes lourney

1 they came to Camclot / that is called in Englyffli wyii-

^^(^ chefter
/
And whanne fyre launcelot was come among

them / the kynge and all the knyghtes made grete loye of hym
And there fyre Percyual de galys and fire E6lor de marys 25

beganne and told the hole aduentures that fyre launcelot had

ben oute of his mynde the tyme of his abfence / and how he cal-

led hym felf le cheueler malefet / the kny3t that had trefpaced

And in thre dayes fir launcelot fmote doun fyue honderd kn-

yghtes / And euer as fire E6lor and fire Percyual told thefe i<^

tales of fyre launcelot quene Gueneuer wepte as flie fliold

haue dyed / Thenne the quene made grete chere / O Ihefu fayd

kynge Arthur I merueyle for what caufe ye fyre launcelot

wente out of your mynde /
I and many other deme it was for

the loue of fayre Elayne the doughter of kynge Pelles / by 35
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whome ye ar noyfcd that yc hauc gotcn a child / & his name

is Galahalt / and men fayc / he fiiaile doo merucyllcs / My lord

fayd fyr launcelot yf I dyd ony foly /
I haue that I foi^t

and there with allc the kyngc fpak no more / But all fire la-

5 uncelots kynnc knewe for whome he wentc cute of his mynde/
And thenne there were grate feeftcs made and grete loye /

&

many grete lordes and ladyes whanne they herd that fir laun-

celot was come to the Courte ageyne they made grete ioye

C Capitulum yj

mOw
wilie we leue of this mater and fpeke we of fire

Triftram /
and of fyr Palomydes that was the Sara-

fyn vncryftened / whanne fyr Triftram was come ho-

me vnto loyous gard from his aduentures / Alle this why-

le that fyr launcelot was thus myft two yere and more / fyre

Triftram bare the renomme thurgh alle the realme of Logrys

15 and many ftraunge aduentures befelle hym and ful wel and

manly and worfhipfully he broughte hem to an ende/ ^ So

whanne he was come home la Beale Ifoud told hym of the

grete feeft that fhold be at Pentecoft next folowyng / and there

file told hym how fir launcelot had ben myft two yere / and al

20 that whyle he had ben oute of his mynde / and how he was hol-

pen by the holy veffel the Sancgreal / Alias faid fyr Triftram

that caufed fome debate betwixe hym and Ouene Gueneuer /

Syr faid dame Ifoud I knowe hit all / for quene Gweneuer

fente me a letter in the whiche fhe wrote me alle how hit was

25 for to requyre yow to feke hym /
and now bleflld be god faid

la Beale Ifoud he is hole and found and come ageyne to

the Courte / therof am I glad faid fyr Triftram and now flial

ye and I make vs redy /
for both ye and I wille be atte feeft

Sir faid Ifoud and hit pleafe yow I wille not be there
/ for

30 thorugh me ye be marked of many good knyghtes / and that

caufed yow to haue moche more labour for my fake than ne-

deth yow / Thenne wille I not be there faid fyr Triftram / but

yf ye be there / god defende faid la beale Ifoud / for thenne

ftial I be fpoken of fliame amonge alle Ouenes and ladyes
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of eftate /
for ye that ar called one of the nobleft knyghtes of

the world / and ye a knyghte of the round table / how maye ye
be myft at that feeft / what flialle be faid amonge all knyghtes

See how fire Triftram hunteth and hawketh & coureth with-

in a Cartel with his lady /
and forfaketh your worfliyp / Al- 5

las flialle feme fay hit is pyte that euer he was made knyght
or that euer he fliold haue the loue of a lady / Alfo what fhal

Ouencs and ladyes faye of me / hit is pyte that I haue my
lyf that I wille holde foo noble a knyghte as ye ar from his

worfhip / Soo god me help faid fyre Triftram vnto la Beale 10

Ifoud / hit is paffynge wel fayd of yow and nobly councey-

led / and now I well vnderftande that ye loue me / and lyke

as ye haue counceyled me I wille doo a parte there after /

But there fhalle no man nor childe ryde with me / but my felf

And foo wille I ryde on tewefday next comyng and no mo- 15

re harneis of werre but my fpere and my fuerd /

C Capitulum yij

-^-1 Nd foo whanne the daye came / fyre Triftram toke his

/^B^%'leue at la Beale Ifoud / and ihe fente with hym / iiij

knyghtes /
and within half a myle he fente them ageyne / and

within a myle after fir Triftram fawe afore hym where fir pa- 20

lomydes had ftryken doune a knyghte /
and al mooft wounded

hym to the dethe
/
Thenne fyr Triftram repentyd hym / that he

was not armed / and thenne he houed ftylle / with that fir pa-

lomydes knewe fyr Triftram and cryed on hygh / fyr Triftram

now be we mette / for or we departe / we wille redreffe our old 25

fores / As for that faid fir Triftram there was yet neuer criften

man myghte make his booft that euer I fledde from hym / and

wete ye wel fyr Palomydes thow that arte a farefyn fhal ne-

uer make thy booft that fyr Triftram de lyones fliall flee from

the /
And there with fyr Triftram made his hors to renne / and 30

with all his myghte he came ftreyghte vpon fyr Palomydes / &
brafte his fpere vpon hym an honderd pyeces / And forth with

alle fir Triftram drewe his fwerd / And thenne he torned his

hors & ftrokc at palomydes / vj / grete ftrokes vpon his helme / &
thenne fir Palomydes ftode ftylle / and beheld fyre Triftram / & 35
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merueyled of his woodeiics / and of his foiy / And thenne fir

palomydes fayd to hym felf / and fir Triflram were armed / it

were hard to feace hym of this bataille / and yf I torne age-

yne and flee hym I am adiamed where fomeucr that I goo
S Thenne fyr Triftram fpake and faid / ^ Thovv coward

knyghte what cafteft thow to doo / wliy vvolt thow not doo ba-

taille with me / for haue thow noo doiibte I flialle endure alle

the malyce /
A fyr Triflram faid Palomydes ful wel thou wo-

teft I maye not fyghte with the for fliame / for thow arte here

lo naked and I am armed / And yf I flee the / diflionour flial

be myn /
and wel thow woteft faid fyr Palomydes to fir Trif-

tram I knowe thy flrengthe and thy hardyneffe to endure a-

geynft a good knyghte / That is trouthe faid fyr Triftram I

vnderftande thy valyauntneffe wel / ye faye wel faid fyr Palo-

iS mydes / Now I requyre yow telle me a queflion that I fhalle

faye to yow / Telle me what hit is faid fyr Triflram
/
and I

Ihalle anfuer yow the trouthe as god me helpe / I putte caas

faid fir Palomydes that ye were armed at al ry5tes as wel

as I am
/ and I naked as ye be what wold ye doo to me now

20 by your true knyghthode / A faid fyr Triftram now I vnder-

ftande the wel fyr Palomydes / for now muft I fay myn own

lugement / and as god me blyffe that I fhalle fay / flial not

be faid for no fere that I haue of the / But this is all wete fir

Palomydes /
as at this tyme thou flioldefl departe from me / for

-5 I wold not haue adoo with the
/ no more wil I faid palomy-

des / & therfor ryde forth an thy way / as for that I maye chefe

faid fir Triflram outher to ryde or to abyde / but fir Palomydes
faid fir Triflram I merueille of one thyng that thow that art

foo good a knyghte that thow wolt not be cryflened / & thy

30 broder fyr Safere hath ben Cryflened many a daye

He Capitulum yiil
S for that faid fire Palomydes I may not yet be cri-

flened / for one auowe that I haue made many yeres a-

gone / how be it in my herte I bileue in Ihefu crift & his mylde
moder mary / but I haue one batail to do

/ & when that is do-

35 ne I wil be baptyfed with a good wille

e By my hede fayd Triftram as for one bataille thou fliat not
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feke it no lenger / For god defende faid fir Triftram that thur5

my defaute thou fholdeft lenger lyue thus a farafyn /
for yon-

der is a Iniyghte that ye fyre Palomydes hauc hurte & fmyten

doune / Now helpe me that I were armed in his armour / and

I fhalle foone fulfylle thyne auowes
/
As ye wille faid palo- 5

mydes foo it flialle be / Soo they rode bothe vnto that knyghte

that fatte vpon a bank / and thenne fir Triftram falewed hym
and he wekely falewed hym ageyne / Sir kny^t faid fir Trif-

tram I requyre yow telle me your ryghte name / Sir he fayd

my name is fyr Galleron of Galway and knyghte of tlie ta- 10

ble round / Soo god me help faid fir Triftram I am ryghte

heuy of your hurtes
/
but this is alio I muft praye yow to le-

ne me alle your hole armour / for ye fee I am vnarmed / and I

mufl doo batail with this knyght / fyr faid the hurte knyghte

ye fhalle haue hit with a good will / but ye mufte beware for 15

I warne yow that knyghte i.- wyghte / Syr fayd Galeron I

praye yow telle me your name / and what is that knyghtes
name Y hath betcn me / Sir as for my name it is fir Triftram

de lyones / and as for the knyghtes name that hath hurte you
is fyr Palomydes broder to the good knyghte fyre Safere /

& 20

yet is fyr Palomydes vncryftened / Alias faid fyr Galleron/

that is pyte that foo good a knyghte and foo noble a man of

armes fhold be vncryftened / Soo god me help faid fir Trif-

tram outher he fhalle flee me or I hym / but that he fhalle be

cryflened / or euer we departe in fonder / My lord fyr Triftram 25

faid fir Galeron / your renoume and worfhip is wel knowen

thorou many reames / and god faue yow this day from fenf-

hyp and fhame / Thenne fyr Triftram vnarmed Galeron
/ the

whiche was a noble knyghte / and had done many dedes of ar-

mes / and he was a large knyghte of flefilie and boone
/ And 30

whan he was vnarmed he ftood vpon his feet / for he was bry-

fed in the bak with a fpere / yet foo as fyr Galleron myghte he

armed fyr Triftram
/ And thenne fyr Triftram mounted vp-

on his owne hors and in his hand he gat fyr Gallerons fpe-

re /
and there with al fyr palomydes was redy / & foo they came 35

hurtlynge to gyders / and eyther fmote other in myddes of the-

yr fheldes / & there with al fir Palomydes fpere brak / and fyre

Triftram fmote doune the hors / and fir Palomydes as foonc
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as he myghte auoydc his hors / & dreffid his fheld / & pulled

oute his fwerd / that fawe fir Triftram / & there with al he aly-

ght and teyed his hors tyl a tree

C Capitulum yiiij

mNd
thenne they came to gyders as two wyld bores /

laffiiynge to gyders tracyng and trauercyng as noble

men / that ofte had ben wel proued in batail /
but euer

fyr Palomydes dredde the myghte of fyre Triftram / and ther-

for he fuffred hym to brethe hym /
thus they fought more than

two houres / but often fyr Triftram fmote fuche flrokes at fir

10 Palomydes that he made hym to knele
/ and fyre Palomydes

brake and cutte awey many pyeces of fir Triftrams flielde / &
thenne fir Palomydes wounded fir Triftram for he was a wel

fyghtynge man / Thenne fire Triftram was woode wrothe oute

of mefure and raffhed vpon fyr Palomydes with fuche a my-

15 ghte that fire Palomydes felle grouelynge to the erthe
/
& there

with alle he lepte vp lyghtely vpon his feet / and thenne fyre

Triftram wounded Palomydes fore thurgh the fholder / & euer

fyr Triftram foughte ftylle in lyke hard / and fyr Palomydes

fayled not but gaf hym many fadde ftrokes / And atte lafte

20 fyr Triftram doubled his ftrokes / & by fortune fyre Triftram

fmote fyr Palomydes fwerd oute of his hand / & yf fir Palo-

mydes had ftouped for his fwerd he had ben flayne / Thenne

Palomydes ftode ftylle and beheld his fwerd with a forouful

herte / How now faid fyr Triftram vnto Palomydes / now ha-

25 ue I the at auauntage as thow haddeft me this daye / but it

fhalle neuer be faid in no Courte nor among good knyghtes
that fyr Triftram fhalle flee ony knyghte that is wepenles / &
therfor take thow thy fwerd / & let vs make an ende of thys

batail / As for to doo this batail fayd Palomydes I dar ry^t

30 wel ende hit / but I haue no grete lufte to fyghte no more / and

for this caufe faid Palomydes / Myn offence to yow is not foo

grete / but that we may be frendes / Alle that I haue offended

is and was for the loue of la Beale Ifoud / And as for her/

I dar fay fhe is pyerles aboue alle other ladyes / and alfo I
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proferd her neuer no difhonour / and by her I haue geten the

moofl parte of my worfhip / and fythen I offended neuer as

to her cvvne perfone / And as for the offence that I haue done/
it was ageynfte your owne perfone / And for that offence ye ha-

ue gyuen me this day many fad flrokes / and fome I haue ye- 5

uen yow ageyne / and now I dar fay I felte neuer man of

your myghte / nor foo wel brethed / but yf hit were fyr launce-

lot du lake
/ wherfor I requyre yow my lord / forgyue me alle

that I haue offended vnto yow / And this fame day haue me
to the next chirche / and fyrft lete me be clene confeffed / And lo

after fee yow now that I be truly baptyfed / And thenne wil

we alle ryde to gyders vnto the courte of Arthur that we be

there at the hyhe feefte / Now take your hors faid fir Triflram

And as ye fay / foo hit fhal be / and alle thyn euylle wil god

forgyue it yow and I doo / And here within this myle is the 15

fuffrecan of Carleil that fhal'e gyue yow the facrament of bap-

tym / Thenne they took their horfes and fire Galleron rode wyth
them / ^ And whanne they cam to the fuffrecan fyre Triftram

told hym their defyre / Thenne the fuffrecan lete fylle a grete vef-

fel with water
/ And whanne he had halowed hit / he thenne 20

confeffid clene fyr Palomydes / and fyr Triftram and fir gal-

leron were his godfaders / And thenne foone after they depar-

ted rydynge toward Camelot
/ where kynge Arthur & Ouene

Gueneuer was / And for the mooft party alle the knyghtes
of the round table / And fo the kyngc and all the Court we- 25

re glad that fyre Palomydes was cryftened / And at the fame

feefte in came Galahad and fat in the fege perillous/

^ And foo there with alle departed and diffeuered alle the

knyghtes of the round table / and fire Triftram retorned ayene
vnto loyous gard / and fyr Palomydes folowed the quefty- 30

nge beeft

C Ibere en&etb tbc fcconb booft of i^v XTriftram tbat was &ra*

wen oute of ffrentCbe in to Englsffbe
But bere is no reberfal of tbe tbvuC) booh /C a'if> I^^te folo*

wetb tbe noble tale of tbe Sancoreal tbat calle& is tbe bool^i

veffel anb tbe fponefgcacson of tbe bleffiJ) blooij of our lor&

3befu Crsfte / blera& mote it be / tbe wbicbe was brougbt in to
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tbis Ian& bv Jofcpb of Hrmatbiic / tbcrfoi* on al f^nful foul=

s blctliC* lord banc tbou incrcv>

C JEypIicit liber yij / £t incipit 2)ccimuftcrciU6

C (Tapitulum primum/
T the vygyl of Pentecoft whan alle the felau-

fliip of the round table were comcn vnto Ca-

melot / and there herd their feruyfe And the ta-

bles were fet redy to the mete / Ry^te fo entryd

in to the halle a ful fayre gentylwoman on

horfbak that had ryden ful faft / for her hors was al befuette /

Thenne flie there alyght / and came before the kynge & falewed

hym /
and he faid damoyfe) god the blyffe / Sire faid fhe for

goddes fake faye me where fyr launcelot is / yonder ye may fee

10 hym faid the kynge / Thenne fhe wente vnto Launcelot and

faid fyr launcelot I falewe yow on kyng Pelles behalf /
and

I requyre yow come on with me here by in to a forefl / thenne

fyr launcelot afked her with whome fhe dwelled / I dwelle fa-

id fhe with kynge Pelles / what wille ye with me faid Launce-

15 lot / ye fhal knowe faid flie whanne ye come thyder / wel fayd

he I wille gladly goo with yow / So fyr launcelot badde his

fquyer fadel his hors / and brynge his armes / and in all hafl

he dyd his commaundcment / Thenne came the quene vnto lau-

celot / and faid wille ye leue vs at this hyhe feeft / Madame fa-

20 id the gentylwoman wete ye wel he fhal be with yow to morn

by dyner tyme ^ Yf I wyft faid the Quene that he

fliold not be with vs here to morne he fhold not goo with you

by my good wylle

^ Ryght foo departed fir launcelot with the gentylwoman / &
25 rode vntyl that he came in to a forefte and in to a grete valey/

where they fawe an Abbay of nonnes
/ and there was a fquyer

redy and opened the gates /
and foo they entryd and defcended

of their horfes / and there came a fayr felaufliip aboute fir lau-

celot / and welcomed hym / & were paffyng gladde of his comy-

30 nge / And thenne they ladde hym vnto the Abbeffe chamber &
vnarmed hym / and ryght foo he was ware vpon a bed lyeng
two of his cofyns fyr Bors & fir Lyonel / & thenne he waked
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them / And vvhanne they fawe hym / they mad grete loye / Syr
faid fyre Bors vnto fyr launcelot what aduenture hath bro-

ught yow hydder / for we wende to morne to haue fond you at

Camelot ^ As god me help faid fyr launcelot a

gentylwoman brought me hyther but I knowe not the caufe 5

In the meane whyle that they thus ftode talkynge to gyder /

therin came twelue nonnes that broughte with hem Galahad

the whiche was paffynge fayre and wel made that vnneth in

the world men myghte not fynde his matche
/
and alle tho la-

dyes wepte / ^ Sire fayd they alle we brynge yow here thys lo

child / the whiche we haue nourifflied
/
and we praye yow to

make hym a knyght /
for of a more worthyer mans hande may

he not receyue the ordre of knyghthode / Sir launcelot beheld the

yonge fquyer / and fawe hym femcly and demure as a douue /

with alle maner of good fetures / that he wende of his age ne- 15

uer to haue fene foo fayre a man of forme

^ Thenne faid fir launcelot cometh this defyre of hym felf / he

and alle they fayd yc / Thenne flialle he fayd fir launcelot re-

ceyue the hyghe ordre of knyghthode as to morne atte reuerence

of the hyghe feefte / That nyght fyr launcelot had paffyng go- 20

od chere / And on the morne at the houre of pryme att Gala-

halts defyre he made hym kny^t & faid / god make hym a good
man / for of beaute fayleth yow not as ony that lyueth /

C Capitulum Secundum

Mrn^M Ow fayre fyr faid fyr launcelot wille ye come wyth

Um ^ iTie vnto the Courte of kynge Arthur / Nay fayd he / I 25

wille not goo with yow as at this tyme /
Thenne he departed

fro them and took his two Cofyns with hym / and fo they cam
vnto Camelot by the houre of vndorn on whytfonday / By that

tyme the kynge and the Ouene were gone to the mynfler to he-

re their feruyfe / Thenne the kynge and the queue were paffyng 30

gladde of fir Bors and fyr Lyonel and foo was alle the fe-

laufliip / So when the kyng & all the kny5tes were come from

feruyfe / the barons afpyed in the fyeges of the round table al

aboute wryten with golden letters / here ou5t to fytte he
/ and

he oughte to fytte here / And thus they wente foo longe tylle 35
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that they came to the fcf^e pcrillous / where they fond letters ne-

vvely wreton of gold whichc faid / iiij / C / wynters / & / Hiij /
ac-

complyfflied after the pafTion of oure lord Ihefu Crifte ou5te

this fege to be fulfylled / thenne alle they faid
/ this is a mer-

5 ueyllous thynge and an aduenturous / In the name of god
faid fyr launcelot / & thenne accompted the terme of the wry-

tynge from the byrthe of oure lord vnto that day / It femeth

me faith fyr launcelot this fege oughte to be fulfylled this fa-

me day / for this is the feeft of Pentecoft after the four honderd

10 and four and fyfty yere / And yf it wold pleafe all partyes

I wold none of thcfe letters were fene this daye tyl he be co-

me that oughte to encheue this aduenture / Thenne maade they

to ordeyne a clothe of fylke for to couer thefe letters in the fege

peryllous /
Thenne the kyng badde hafte vnto dyner / Sire fayd

IS fir kay the fleward / yf ye goo now vnto your mete / ye fhalle

breke your old cuftomme of your Courte / for ye haue not v-

fed on this day to fytte at your mete or that ye haue fene fom

aduenture
/ ye fay fothe faid the kynge /

but I had foo grete

loye of fir launcelot and of his Cofyns whiche be come to the

20 Courte hole and found
/

fo that I bethoughte me not of myne
old cuftomme

/
Soo as they flode fpekyng / in cam a fquyer / &

faid vnto the kyng / Sire I brynge vnto yow merueillous ty-

dynges /
what be they faid the kyng / Sir there is here bynethe

at the Ryuer a grete ftone whiche I fawe flete aboue the wa-

25 ter
/
and therin I fawe ftyckyng a fwerd

/ the kynge fayde I

wille fee that merueill /
foo all the knyghtes went with hym /

And whanne they came vnto the ryuer they fonde there a fto-

ne fletyng as hit were of reed marhel
/

and therin flack a fair

Ryche fwerd
/
& in the pomel therof were precyous flones wr-

30 ought with fubtyle letters of gold / Thenne the Barons redde

the letters whiche faid in this wyfe /
Neuer fhalle man take

me hens / but only he by whos fyde I ought to hange / and he

fhalle be the beft knyght of the world / whanne the kynge had

fene the letters / he faid vnto fir launcelot / Fair fire this fuerd

33 ought to be yours / for I am fure ye be the beft knyght of the

world / ^ Thenne fyr launcelot anfuerd ful foberly / Certes fir

it is not my fwerde /

^ Alfo fir wete ye wel I haue no hardynes to fett my hande
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to
/ for hit longed not to hange by my fydc / ^ Alfo who that

affayeth to take the fwerd and fayleth of hit / he flialle receyue

a wound by that fwerd that he flialle not be hole longe after /

^ And I wille that ye wete that this fame day fhall the ad-

uentures of the Sancgreal that is called the hooly veffel be- 5

gynne /

C Capitulum iij

mOw
fayre neuewe fa id the kynge vnto fyr gawayn/

affaye yc for my loue
/

Sir he faid fauf your good gra-

ce I flialle not doo that
/

Sir fayd the kynge affaye to

take the fuerd and at my commaundement / Syre fayd Ga- lo

wajne your commaundement I wille obeye / and ther with he

took vp the fuerd by the handels / but he myghte not ftere hit/'

I thanke yow faid the kynge to fyre Gawayne /

^ My lord fyr Gawayne fa'd fyr Laucelot now wete ye wel

this fwerd flialle touche yow foo fore / that ye flialle wylle ye 15

had neuer fette your hand therto for the beft Caftel of this re-

alme / Syr he fayd I myghte not withfay myn vnkels wyll

and commaundement / but v/hanne the kynge herd this he re-

pented hit moche / and faid vnto fyr Percyual that he fhold

affaye for his loue / and he faid gladly for to bere fyr Gawa- 20

yn felaufliyp / and there with he fette his hand on the fwerd/

and drewe hit ftrongly / but he myghte not meue hit / Thenne

were there moo that durfte be foo hardy to fette theire handes

therto / ^ Now maye ye goo to your dyner faid fyr kay vnto

the kynge /
for a merueillous aduenture haue ye fene / Soo the -5

kynge and alle wente vnto the Courte / and euery knyghte
knewe his owne place /

and fette hym therin
/
and yonge men

that were knyghtes ferued them / Soo whan they were ferued

and alle feges fulfylled fauf only the fyege perillous / Anon
there befelle a merueillous aduenture / that alle the dores & wyn- 30

dowes of the palays fliut by them felf / Not for thenne the ha-

lle was not gretely darked
/
and there with they abafflied both

one and other / ^ Thenne kynge Arthur fpak fyrft and fayd

by god fayre felawes & lordes we haue fene this daye merue-

yls / but or nyght I fuppofe we flial fee gretter merueyls / In 35
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the meane whyle came in a good old man and an auncy-

cnt clothed al in whyte /
and there was no k:ny3t kncwc from

whens he came /
And with hym he broughte a yong kny3t bo-

the on foote in reed armes vvithoute fwerd or (held
/
fauf a

5 fcauberd hangynge by his fyde /
And thefe wordes he faid pees

be with yovv faire lordes / ^ Thenne the old man fiiyd vn-

to Arthur / fyre I brynge here a yonge knyghte / the whiche is

of kynges lygnagc & of the kynrede of lofeph of Abarima-

thye where by the merueylles of thys Courte and of ftraunge

10 realmes fhalle be fully accomplyffhed

C Capitulum (^uartum

£ \ He kynge was ryghtc gladde of his wordes / and faid

^^j^ vnto the good man / fyr ye be ryghte welcome / and the

yonge kny5te with yow / Thenne the old man made the yong
man to vnarme hym /

and he was in a cote of reed fendel / &
5 bare a mantel vpon his fliolder that was furred with ermyn/

and put that vpon hym /
And the old knyghte fayd vnto the

yonge knyght / fyr foloweth me /
and anone he ledde hym vnto

the fege peryllous /
where befyde fat fyr Laucelot

/
and the good

man lyfte vp the clothe / and fonde there letters that faid thus

20 this is the fege of Galahalt the haute prynce / Sir faid thold

knyghte /
wete ye wel that place is yours /

And thenne he fett

hym doune furely in that fyege / And thenne he fayd to the old

man / fyr ye maye now goo your way / for wel haue ye done /

that ye were commaunded to doo / & recommaunde me vnto my
25 graunt fir kynge Pelles /

and vnto my lord Petchere / and fay

hem on my behalf I fhalle come and fee hem as foone as euer

I may / Soo the good man departed /
and there met hym xx

noble fquyers /
and fo took their horfes and wente their way

Thenne alle the knyghtes of the table round merueylled gre-

30 tely of fir Galahalt that he durft fytte there in that fyege peril-

lous /
and was foo tendyr of age / and wifb not from whens he

came but al only by god /
and faid this he by whome the Sac-

greal fhal be encheued /
For there fat neuer none / but he / but he

were mefcheued / Thenne fyr launcelot beheld his fone and had
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grete loye of hym /
Thenne Bors told his felawes vpon pa-

yne of my lyf this yonge knyghte fhalle come vnto grete wor-

fhip / this noyfe was grete in alle the Courte /
foo that it cam to

the quene /
thenne flie had merueylle what knyght it myght be

that durfte auenture hym to fytte in the fyege peryllous / ma- 5

ny faid vnto the quene /
he refembled moche vnto fire Launcelot

I may wel fuppofe faid the quene / that fyr Launcelot begatte

hym on kynge Pelles doughter / by the whiche he was made to

lye by / by enchauntement / and his name is Galahalt /
I wold

fayne fee hym faid the quene /
for he muft nedes be a noble man 10

for foo is his fader that hym begat I reporte me vnto alle the

table round / So whanne the mete was done that the kynge &
alle were ryfen / the kynge yede vnto the fyege Peryllous and

lyfte vp the clothe / and fonde there the name of Galahad
/ &

thenne he fhewed hit vnto fyr Gawayne /
and fayd fayre ne- 15

uewe now haue we amonge vs fyr Galahad the good kny-

ght that fhalle worfliippe vs alle
/
and vpon payne of my lyf

he fhal encheue the Sancgreal / ryght as fir launcelot had do-

ne vs to vnderftande /
Thenne came kyng Arthur vnto Gala-

had and faid fyr ye be welcome / for ye fhall meue many go- 20

od knyghtes to the queft of the Sancgreal / and ye fhal enche-

ue that neuer knyghtes myght brynge to an ende / Thenne the

kynge took hym by the hand and wente doune from the pale-

is to fliewe Galahad the aduentures of the ftone /

C Capitulum v

/^^^0 He Quene herd therof and came after with many la- 25

L I dyes /
and fliewed hem the ftone where it houed on the

^^^ water / Sire faid the kyng vnto fyre Galahad here is

a grete merueylle as euer I fawe / and ryght good knyghtes
haue affayed and fayled /

^ Syre faid Galahad that is no merueil / for this aduenture 30

is not theirs / but myne /
and for the feurte of this fwerd I

brought none with me
/ For here by my fyde hangeth the
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fcauberd / And anonc he layd his hand on the fwcrd
/ and

lyghtly drewe it oute of the ftone /
and putte it in the fhcthe

/ &
faid vnto the kynge / now hit goth better than hit dyd afore

hand / Sir faid the kynge /
A fheld god flialle fend you now

5 haue I that fwerd that fomtyme was the good knyghtes

Balyn le faueage / and he was a paffynge good man of his

handes
/
And with this fuerd he flewe his broder Balan and

that was grete pyte for he was a good knyghte / and eyther

flewe other thorou a dolorous ftroke that Balyn gaf vnto my
10 graute fader

/ kynge Pelles
/
the whiche is not yet hole / nor not

flial be tyl I hele hym / There with the kynge and all afpyed
where came rydynge doune the ryuer a lady on a whyte pal-

froy toward them
/
Thenne fhe falewed the kynge and the que-

ne
/
and afked yf that fyr Launcelot was there / And thenne

'S he anfuerd hym felf I am here fayre lady / Thenne flie fayd al

with wepynge how your grete doynge is chaunged fyth this

day in the morne
/ Damoyfel why fay ye foo fayd Launcelot / I

faye yow fothe faid the damoyfel / for ye were this day the beft

knyghte of the world
/ but who fliold faye foo now he fliold

20 be a lyar /
for there is now one better than ye / And wel hit is

preued by the aduenturrs of the fuerd where to ye durfte not

fette to your hand / and that is the chaungc and leuynge of

your name / wherfore I make vnto yow a remembraunce / that

ye flialle not wene from henfforth that ye be the beft knyght of

^5 the world /
As touchynge vnto that faid launcelot /

I knowe

wel I was neuer the beft / yes fa)-d the damoyfel that were ye
and are yet of ony fynful man of the world / And fir kyng

Nacyen the heremyte fendeth the word that the flialle befalle the

gretteft worfhip that euer befelle kynge in Brytayne / and I

30 fay yow wherfore / for this daye the Sancgreal appiered in thy

hows and fedde the and all thy felaufhyp of the round table

Soo flie departed and wente that fame way that flie came /

C Capitulum vj

mOw
fayd the kyng I am fure at this queft of the Sac-

greal flialle alle ye of the table rounde departe / and ne-

uer flialle I fee yow ageyne hole to gyders / therfor I
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wille fee yow alle hole to gyders in the medowe of Camelot to

lufle and to torneye / that after your dethe men maye fpeke of

hit that fuche good knyghtes were holy to gyders fuche a day
As vnto that counceyll and at the kynges requeft they accor-

ded alle
/
and toke on their harneis that longed vnto luflynge s

but alle this meuynge of the kyng was for this entent for to

fee Galahalt preued /
for the kynge demed he fliold not lyght-

ly come ageyne vnto the Courte after his departynge / So we-

re they affembled in the medowe bothe more and laffe
/ Then-

ne fyr Galahalt by the prayer of the kynge and the Quene lo

dyd vpon hym a noble lefferaunce / and alfo he dyd on hys
helme

/
but fhelde wold he take none for no prayer of the kyng

And thenne fir Gawayne and other knyghtes praid hym to

take a fpere / Ryghte foo he dyd / and the Ouene was in a tou-

re with alle her ladyes for to behold that turnement / Thenne 15

fir Galahalt dreffid hym in myddes of the medowe / and began
to breke fperes merueylloufly that all men had wonder of hym
for he there furmounted alle other kny3tes / for within a why-
le he had defouled many good knyghtes of the table round

/

fauf tweyne that was fyr launcelot and fire Percyuale / 20

C Capitulum vij

M I Henne the kyng at the quenes requeft made hym to a-

^^j^ lyghte /
and to vnlace his helme that the Ouene my-,t

fee hym in the vyfage / whanne flie beheld hym fhe fayd fothely

I dar wel fay that fir launcelot begat hym /
for neuer two men

refembled more in lykenes / therfor it nys no merueyle though 25

he be of grete proweffe / So a lady that ftode by the Ouene fa-

id
/
Madame for goddes fake oughte he of ryghte to be fo good

a knyghte / ye forfothe faid the quene /
for he is of alle partyes

come of the bed knyghtes of the world and of the hyhefl lyg-

nage / for fir launcelot is come but of the / viij / degre from oure 30

lord Ihefu Cryft / and fyre Galahalt is of the nynthe degree

from oure lord Ihefu Cryft / therfor I dar faye they be the gret-

teft gentilmen of the world
/
and thenne the kynge and al ef-

tates wente home vnto Camelot / and foo wente to euenfonge
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to the grete mynfter / And foo after vpon that to foupcr / and

euery kny^t fettc in his owne place as they were to fore hand

Thenne anone they herd crakynge and cryenge of thondcr that

hem thought the place fliold alle to dryue / In the myddes of

S this blaft entred a fonne beaume more clerer by feuen tymes
than euer they fawc daye / And al they were alyghted of the

grace of the holy ghooft / thenne beganne euery knyghte to be-

hold other
/
& eyther fawe other by theire femynge fayrer than

euer they fawe afore / Not for thenne there was no knyght my-
10 ghte fpeke one word a grete whyle / and foo they loked euery
man an other as they had ben dome / Thenne ther entred in to

the halle the holy graile couerd with whyte famyte / but ther

was none myghte fee hit / nor who bare hit / And there was al

the halle fulfilled with good odoures / and euery kny3t had

13 fuche metes and drynkes as he bcft loued in this world / And
whan the holy grayle had be borne thurgh the halle / thenne the

holy veffel departed fodenly that they wyfte not where hit be-

cam
/
thenne had they alle brethe to fpeke /

And thenne the ky-

nge yelded thankynges to god of his good grace that he had

20 fente them / Certes faid the kynge we oughte to thanke oure

lord ihefu gretely for that he hath fliewed vs this daye atte re-

uerence of this hyhe feeft of Pentecoft / Now faid fir Gawayn
we haue ben ferued this daye of what metes and drynkes we

thoughte on / but one thynge begyled vs we myght not fee the

25 holy Grayle / it was foo precyoufly couerd / wherfor I wil ma-

ke here auowe / that to morne withoute lenger abydyng I fliall

laboure in the queft of the Sancgreal / that I flialle hold me
oute a twelue moneth and a day or more yf nede be / & neuer

flialle I retorne ageyne vnto the Courte / tyl I haue fene hit

30 more openly than hit hath ben fene here / & yf I may not fpede /

I fhall retorne ageyne as he that maye not be ageynft the wil

of our lord Ihefu Cryfte / whan they of the table round herde

fyr Gawayne faye fo / they arofe vp the mod party and maade
fuche auowes as fire Gawayne had made /

3S CI Anone as kynge Arthur herd this / he was gretely dyf-

pleafyd / for he wyfte wel they myghte not ageyne faye theyre

auowes ^ Alias faid kynge Arthur vnto fir Gawayn
ye haue nyghe flayne me with the auowe and promeffe that
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ye haue made / For thurgh yow ye haue berafte me the fayreft

felaufhip and the trueft of knyghthode that euer were fene to

gyders in ony realme of the world / For whanne they departe

from hens I am fure / they alle flialle nener mete more in thys

world / for they fhalle dye many in the queft / And foo it for- s

thynketh me a lytel / for I haue loued them as wel as my lyf

wherfor hit fhall greue me ryghte fore the departycyon of this

felaufhip /
For I haue had an old cuftomme to haue hem in

my felaufhip /

Capitulum ©ctauum /

HNd
ther with the teres fylle in his eyen / And thenne lo

he fayd Gawaync Gawayne ye haue fette me in grete

forowe / For I haue grete doubte that my true felaufhip

fhalle neuer mete here more ageyne /
A fayd fyr Launcelot com-

forte your felf / for hit flialle be vnto vs a grete honour & mo-

che more than yf we dyed in ony other places / for of deth we 15

be fyker / A laucelot faid p" kyng ]>^ grete loue y I haue had vn-

to you al the dayes of my lyf maketh me to fay fuche dolefull

wordes
/

for neuer Cryften kynge had neuer foo many worthy

men at this table as I haue had this daye at the round table

and that is my grete forowe / ^ Whanne the Quene ladyes & 20

gentilwymmen wyfh thefe tydynges / they had fuche forowe &

heuyneffe that ther myght no tonge telle hit / for tho knyghtes

had hold them in honour and chyerte / But amonge all oth-

ther Quene Gueneuer made grete forowe / I merueylle faid fhe

my lord wold fuffre hem to departe from hym / thus was al the 25

Courte troubled for the loue of the departycyon of tho knygh-

tes / And many of tho ladyes that loued knyghtes wold ha-

ue gone with her louers /
and foo had they done had not an

old knyghte come amonge them in Relygyous clothyng / and

thenne he fpake alle on hyghe / and faid fayre Lordes which ha- 30

ue fworn in the queft of the Sancgreal / Thus fendeth you na-

cyen the heremyte word that none in this quefte lede lady nor

gentylwoman with hym / for hit is not to doo in fo hyghe a fer-

uyfe as they labour in / for I warne yow playne he that is not

clene of his fynnes / he flialle not fee the myfteryes of our lord 35
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Ihefu Cryfiic / and for this caufe they leftc thefe ladyes and

gentyhvymmen / ^ After this the quenc came vnto Galahad

and afked hym of whens he was / and of what countrey / he

told her of whens he v/as / and fone vnto Launcelot
/ fhe faide he

S was / as to that he faid neyther ye nor nay / So god me helpe

faid the quene of your fader ye nede not to fhame yow / for he

is the goodlyeft knyghte and of the beft men of the world co-

men and of the ftrene of alle partyes of kynges / Wherfore ye

oughte of ryghte to be of your dedes a paffynge good man / &
10 certaynly flie faid ye refemble hym moche / Thenne fyr Galahad

was a lytel afliamed and faid Madame fythe ye knowe in

certayne wherfore doo ye afke hit me / for he that is my fader/

fhalle be knowen openly and al by tymes / And thenne they
wente to refte them /

And in the honour of the hyhenes of Ga-

15 lahad he was ledde in to kynge Arthurs chamber / and there

refted in his owne bedde / And as foone as hit was daye the

kynge arofe for he had no reft of alle that nyght for forowe /

Thenne he wente vnto Gawayne and to fyr launcelot that we-

re aryfen for to here maffe
/
And thenne the kyng ageyn faid

20 A Gawayne Gawayne ye haue bitrayed me / For neuer fhal

my Courte be amended by yow / but ye wille neuer be fory for

me as I am for yow /
And there with the teres began to ren-

ne doune by his vyfage /
And there with the kyng faid A kn-

yghte fyr launcelot /
I requyre the thow counceyle me

j for I

25 wold that this queft were vndone and it myghte be / fyr fayd

fyr launcelot / ye fawe yeflerday foo many worthy knyghtes
that thenne were fworne / that they may not leue it in no maner

of wyfe / That wote I wel faid the kyng / but it fhal fo heuye
me at their departynge that I wote wel there fhal no manere

30 of loye remedye me / And thenne the kynge and the Quene
wente vnto the mynfler / Soo anone launcelot and Gawayne
commaunded her men to brynge her armes / And whanne they
alle were armed fauf her flieldes and her helmes

/ thenne they
came to theyre felaufhip / whiche alle were redy in the fame wy-

35 fe for to goo to the mynfter to here their feruyfe

J[ Thenne after the feruyfe was done / the kynge wolde wete

how many hadde vndertake the quefle of the holy grayle / and

to accompte them he praid them alle
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Thenne fond they by the tale an honderd and fyfty / and alle

were knyghtes of the table round / And thenne they putte on

their helmes and departed /
and recommaunded them all holy

vnto the Ouene /
and there was wepynge and grete forowe /

Thenne the Ouene departed in to her chamber / and helde her/ s

that no man fhold perceyue her grete forowes / Whanne fyre

Launcelot myft the quene /
he wente tyl her chamber / And when

fhe fawe hym /
ihe cryed aloude / O launcelot

/
launcelot ye haue

bitrayed me
/
and putte me to the deth for to leue thus my lord

A madame I praye yow be not difpleafed / for I fliall come 10

ageyne as foone as I may with my worfhip /
Alias fayd fhe

that euer I fawe yow /
but he that fuffred vpon the croffe for

alle mankynde he be vnto yow good conduyte and faufte / and

alle the hole felaufliip / Ryght foo departed Launcelot / & fond

his felaufliip that abode his comyng /
and fo they mounted on 15

their horfes / and rode thorov the ftretc of Camelot / and there

was wepynge of ryche and poure / and the kyng tourned a-

wey and myghte not fpeke for wepynge / So within a whyle

they came to a Cyte and a Cartel that hy3t Vagon / there they

entrid in to the cartel / and the lord therof was an old man/ 20

that hyght Vagon /
and he was a good man of his lyuynge/

and fette open the gates / & made hem alle the chere that he my3t
And foo on the morne they were alle accorded that they fhold

departe eueryche from other / And on the morne they departed

with wepynge chere / and euery kny3t took the way that hym 25

lyked beft

C Capitulum iy
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rydeth Galahalt yet withouten Ihelde / and fo rode

four dayes without ony aduenture
/
And at the fourth

day after euenfonge / he came to a whyte Abbay / and

there was he receyued with grete reuerence / and ledde vnto a 30

chambre / and there was he vnarmed / And thenne was he wa-

re of knyghtes of the table round / one was fir Bagdemagus
and fyr Vwayne / And whanne they fawe hym / they wente

vnto Galahad / and made of hym grete folace / and foo they

wente vnto fouper / Sirs faid fire Galahalt what aduenture 35
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broughte yow hyder / Sir they fayd all it is told vs that with-

in this place is a fhelde that no man may here aboute his neck

but he be mefcheued oiither dede within thre dayes or maymcd
for euer / A fyr faid kyng Bagdemagus I fhalle bere hit to

5 morne for to affay this aduenture / In the name of God fayd

Galahad
/ Sire faid Bagdemagus and I may not encheue

the aduenture of this fhelde ye fhalle take hit vpon yow / for I

am fure ye flialle not fayle / Sir faid Galahad / I ryghte wel

agree me therto /
for I haue no fliclde / Soo on the morne they

10 aroos and herd maffe / Thenne Bagdemagus aflced where the

aduenturous fheld was / Anone a monke ledde hym behynde
an aulter where the fhelde henge as whyte as ony fnowe / but

in the myddes was a reed croffe / Sirs faid the monkc this fh-

eld oughte not to be hanged aboute no knyghtes neck / but he

15 be the worthyeft knyghte of the world / therfore I counceylle

yow knyghtes to be wel aduyfed / Wel faid Bagdemagus I

wote wel I am not the left knyghte of the world / but I fhal

affay to bere hit / and foo bare hit outc of the mynftre / And the-

ne he faid vnto Galahad and hit pleafe you to abyde here ftil

20 tyl that ye wete how that I fpede /
I fhalle abyde yow fayd ga-

lahad
/ Thenne kynge Bagdemagus took with hym a good

fquyer to beynge tydynges vnto fyr Galahad how he fpedde /

Thenne whanne they had ryden two myle and came to a fayr

valey afore an hermytage / And thenne they fawe a knyghte

25 come from that party in whyte armour hors and all / And he

came as fafte as his hors myghte renne / and his fpere in his

refte / And fyr Bagdemagus dreffid his fpere ageynft hym/
and brake hit vpon the whyte knyght / but the other ftroke hym
foo hard that he brafte the mayles / and flieef hym thorou the

30 ryght fholder /
for the fhelde couerd hym not as at that tyme / &

foo he bare hym from his hors /
And there with he alyghte and

took the whyte flielde from hym / fayenge knyght thow haft do-

ne thy felf grete foly / for this fhelde oughte not to be borne but

by hym that fhalle haue no piere that lyueth / And thenne he

35 came to Bagdemagus fquyer /
& faide bere this flielde vnto the

good knyghte fir Galahad that thow lefte in the Abbay and

grete hym wel by me / Sir faid the fquyer what is your name

Take thow none hede of my name faid the kny5tc / for it is not
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for the to knowe nor for none erthely man / Now fayr fyr faid

the fquyer at the reuerence of Ihefu Cryfle / telle me for what

caufe this fhelde may not be borne / but yf the berer therof be me-

fchyeued / Now fythe thow haft coniured me foo fayd the kn-

yghte this flielde behoueth vnto no man but vnto Galahad / 5

&
])" fquyer wet vnto Bagdemagus /

& afl-ced whether he were

fore wounded or not / ye forfothe faid he / I fhalle efcape hard

from the dethe /
Thenne he fette his hors and brought hym with

grete payne vnto an Abbay / thenne was he taken doun foftely

and vnarmed and leid in a bedde / and there was loked to 10

his woundes
/
And as the booke telleth he laye there longe / &

efcaped hard with the lyf /

C Capitulum y

SYr
Galahalt fayd the fquyer that knyghte that woun-

ded Bagdemagus fendeth yow gretynge / and bad that

ye fliold here this fhelde where thurgh grcte aduentu- 15

res iliold befalle / Now bleffid be good & fortune faid Gala-

had /
And thenne he afl-ced his armes / and mounted vpon

his hors / and henge the whyte flielde aboute his neck / & com-

maunded hem vnto god / and fyr Vwayne faid he wold bere

hym felaufl-iip yf it pleafyd hym / ^ Sir fayd Galahad that 20

maye ye not
/

for I muft goo alone fauf this fquyer fliall bere

me felaufliip / and fo departed Vwayne / Thenne within a why-
le came Galahad there as the whyte knyght abode hym by the

heremytage / and eueryche falewed other curtoifly / ^ Sir faid

Galahad by this fhelde ben many merueils fallen / Sir fayd 25

the knyght hit befelle after the paffion of our lord Ihefu Crift

xxxij yere that lofeph of Armathye the gentyl knyghte / the

whiche took doune oure lord of the hooly Croffe att that tyme
he departed from Iherufalem with a grete party of his kynred
with hym /

and fo he laboured tyl that they came to a cyte that 30

hyght Sarras /
and att that fame houre that lofcph came to

Sarras there was a kynge that hyghte Euelake that had gre-

te vverre ageyne the Sarafyns /
and in efpecyal ageynfte one

Sarafyn / the whiche was kyng Euelaks cofyn / a ryche kyng
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and a myghty whiche marched nyghe this land / and his name

was called Tollemc la feyntes / Soo on a day this two mettc

to doo bataill / Thcnne lofeph the fone of lofcph of Armathye
wente to kynge Euelake / and told hym he fliold be difcomfyt

5 and flayne but yf he lefte his bileue of the old lawe and by-
leue vpon the newe lawe

/
And thcnne there he fhewed hym

the ryght bileue of the holy Trynyte / to the whiche he agreed

vnto with alle his herte / and there this fhelde was maade for

kynge Euelake in the name of hym that dyed vpon the croffe

10 And thenne thurgh his good bileue he had the better of kyng
Tolleme

/ For whanne Euelake was in the batail / there was

a clothe fette afore the flield / And whanne he was in the gret-

teft perylle he lete putte awaye the clothe / and thenne his ene-

myes fawe a fygur of a man on the Croffe where thurgh they

15 alle were difcomfyte / And foo it befelle that a man of Kynge
Euelaks was fmyten his hand of

/
and bare that hand in his

other hand / and lofeph called that man vnto hym / and badde

hym goo with good deuocyon touche the Croffe / And as foone

as that man had touched the Croffe with his hand / it was as

20 hole as euer hit was to fore / Thenne foone after there felle a

grete merueyll that the Croffe of the flield at one tyme vanyf-

fhed awey that no man wyft where hit became / And thenne ky-

nge Euelake was baptyfed / and for the mooft party alle the

peple of that Cyte / So foone after lofeph wold departe / and

25 kynge Euelake wold goo with hym whether he wold or nold/

And foo by fortune they came in to this land that at that tyme
was called grete Bretayne / and there they fond a grete felon

paynym /
that put lofeph in to pryfon / And foo by fortune ty-

dynges cam vnto a worthy man that hyghte Mondrames / &
30 he affembled alle his peple for the grete renomme he had herde

of lofeph / and foo he came in to the land of grete Bretayne &
diflierited this felon paynym and confumed hym / and ther with

delyuerd lofeph oute of pryfon / and after that alle the peple

were torned to the Cryften feithe

C Capitulum vnbecimum
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mot
longe after that lofeph was layd in his dedely bed

And vvhanne kynge Euelakc fawe that / he made mo-

che forowe / and fayd / for thy loue I haue lefte my co-

untrey / And fythe ye flialle departe oute of this world / leue

me fomme token of yours that I may thynke on you / lofeph 5

faid that wille I doo ful gladly /
Now brynge me your flield

that I toke yow whanne ye went in to bataille agcynft kyng
Tolleme / Thenne lofeph bled fore at the nofe

/
fo that he my5t

not by no meane be ftaunched /
And thcrupon that fheld he ma-

de a croffe of his owne blood / Now may ye fee a remembraunce 10

that I loue yow /
for ye flialle neuer fee this flielde but ye flial

thynke on me / and it fliall be alweyes as frefflie as it is now

And neuer flialle man bere this flield aboutc his neck but he

fhalle repente hit vnto the tyme that Galahad the good kny3te

bere hit / and the lafte of my lygnage flial leue hit aboute his 15

neck that fliall doo many merusyllous dedcs / Now fayd kynge
Euelake where flialle I put this fliclde that this worthy kn-

yght may haue hit / ye fhal leue hit there as nacyen the heremy-

te flial be put after his dethe / For thydder flial that good kn-

yghte come the fyftenth day after that he flial receyue the ordre 20

of knyghthode /
and foo that daye that they fette / is this tyme

that he haue his flielde / And in the fame abbay lyeth Nacyen
the heremyte /

And thenne the whyte knyglite vanyfflied away
Anone as the fquyer had herde thefe wordes

/
he alyghte of his

hakney and kneled doune at Galahads feet and prayd hym 25

that he myghte goo with hym tyll he had made hym knyghte/
Yf I wold not refufe yow /

thenne will ye make me a kny5te

fayd the fquyer /
and that ordre by the grace of god flial be wel

fette in me / Soo fyr Galahad graunted hym and tourned a-

geyne vnto the Abbay there they came fro / and there men made 3°

grete loye of fyr Galahad / And anone as he was alyghte /

there was a monke broughte hym vnto a Tombe in a Chirche

yerd where that was fuche a noyfe that who that herd hit fliold

veryly nyghe be madde or lefe his ftrengthe / and fyre they fa-

yd we dcme hit is a fende 35

C Capitulum yij

[leif 314] O j



*ool; viii.] [
C-'S

] rCDnp. jli.

mOw
Icdc me thyder fayd Galahad / and foo they dyd

alio armed fauf his hchnc / Now fayd the good man/
goo to the Tombe and lyftc hit vp / Soo he dyd and

herd a grete noyfe /
and pytoufly he fayd that alle men my^te

5 here hit
/ Syr Galahad the feruaunt of Ihefu Cryfte come thou

not nyghe me
/ For thow flialt make me goo ageyne ther whe-

re I haue ben foo longe / But Galahad was no thynge affra-

yed but lyfte vp the ftone
/
and there came out fo foul a fmo-

ke / and after he fawe the fowleft fygur lepe there oute that e-

10 uer he fawe in the lykenes of a man / & thenne he bleffid hym/
and wyfte wel hit was a fende / ^ Thenne herd he a vo-

yfe fay / Galahad I fee there enuyronne aboute the fo many an-

gels that my power may not derc the / ^ Ryght foo fyr Gala-

had fawe a body al armed lye in that tombe and befyde hym
15 a fwerd / Now fayr broder fayd Galahad lete vs remeue this

body for hit is not worthy to lye in this chircheyerd / for he was

a fals Cryften man / And there with they alle departed and

wentc to the Abbay / And anone as he was vnarmed a good
man cam and fette hym doune by hym / and fayd fyre I fhall

20 telle yow what betokeneth alle that ye fawe in the Tombe / for

that couerd body betokeneth the dureffe of the world and the

grete fynne that oure lord fond in the world / For there was

fuche wretchydneffe that the fader loued not the fone / nor the fo-

ne loued not the fader / and that was one of the caufes that

25 oure lord took flefflie and blood of a clene mayden / for ourc

fynnes were fo grete at that tyme that wel nyghe all was wic-

kednes / Truly fayd Galahad I bileue yow ryghte wel
/ So

fyre Galahad refted hym there that nyghte / And vpon the

morne he made the fquyer knyghte / and afked hym his name/
30 and of what kynred he was come /

^ Syre fayd he men calleth me Melyas de lyle / And I am
the fone of the kynge of Denmarke / ^ Now fayre fire fayd

Galahad fythe that ye be come of kynges and Quenes / now

loketh that knyghthode be wel fette in yow / for ye oughte to be

35 a myrrour vnto all chyualry

^ Sire fayd fyre Melyas ye faye fothe / But fyre fythen ye
haue made me a kny5t ye muft of ry5t graute me my fyrft de-

fyre J)'
is refonable / ye fay foth faid galahad / melyas faid thcne
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that ye wil fuffre me to ryde with yow in this queft of the fanc-

greal tyl that fomme aduenture departe vs /
I graunte yow fir

Thenne men brought fyre Melyas his armoure and his fpere

and his hors / and foo fyr Galahad and he rode forth all that

wake or they fond ony aduenture /
And thenne vpon a mon- 5

day in the mornyng as they were departed fro an Abbay they

cam to a Croffe whiche departed two wayes / and in that crof-

fe were letters wryten that fayd thus Now ye knyghtes arra-

unt the whiche goth to feke knyghtes aduenturous / fee here / ij /

wayes y one wey defendeth the that thow ne go y way /
for he 10

flialle not go oute of the way ageyne / but yf he be a good man

and a worthy knyghte /
And yf thow goo on the lyfte hand/

thow fhalt not lyghtely there wynnc proweffe / for thow flialt

in this way be foone affayed / Sir faid Melyas to Galahad/

yf hit lyke yow to fuffer me to take the way on the lyft hand 15

telle me / for there I flialle wel prcue my ftrengthe /
hit were

better faid Galahad ye rode not that way /
for I deme I fhold

better efcape in that way than ye / nay my lord I praye yow
lete me haue that aduenture /

Take it in goddes name faid Ga-

lahad 2°

C Capitulum yiij

mNd thCne rode melyas in to an old foreft / and therin

he rode two dayes and more / And thenne he came in

to a fayr medowe / and there was a fayr lodge of bowes
/
And

thenne he afpyed in that lodge a chaycr wherin was a crown

of gold fubtyly wroughte /
Alfo there were clothes couerd vp- 25

on the erthe / and many delycious metes fette theron / Sir Me-

lyadas behelde this auenture and thoughte hit merueillous/

but he had no honger /
but of the croune of gold he took moch

kepc /
and there with he ftouped doune and took hit vp / and

rode his way with it
/
And anone he fawe a knyght came ry- 30

dynge after hym that fayd / knyghte fette doune that crowne/

whiche is not yours / & therfor defendeth yow / Thenne fyre Me-

lyas bleffid hym and faid Fair lord of heuen helpe and fa-

ue thy newe made knyght / & thenne they lete theire horfes ren-

ne as faft as they my5t / fo that the other kny5t fmote fir melias 35
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thorou hauberk and thorow the lyftc fyde tliat he fclle to the

erthe nyghc dede / And thcnne he took the crowne and went his

way and fyr Mclyas lay ftyllc and had no power to fterc /

In the meane whyle by fortune thcr came fyrc Galahad and

S fond hym there in perille of dethe / And thenne he faid A me-

lyas who hath wounded yow /
therfor hit had ben better to ha-

ue ryden the other way / And whanne fir Melyas herd hym
fpeke / fyre he fayd for goddes loue lete me not dye in this fo-

refl / but bere me vnto the Abbay here befyde that I may be con-

10 feffyd and haue my ryghtes / It fhal be done faid Galahad /

but where is he that hath wounded yow / with that fyr Gala-

had herd in the leues crye on hyghe / knyght kepe the from me
A fyr faid Melyas / Beware / For that is he that hath flayne

me / Sir Galahad anfuerd fyr knyghte come on your perylle/

15 Thenne eyther dreffid to other and came to gyder as faft as the-

ir horfes myghte renne / and Galahad fmotc hym foo that hys

fpere wente thorou his fliolder /
and fmote hym doune of his

hors
/ and in the fallyng Galahadis fpere brak

/ with that cam
oute another knyghte of the leues / and brake a fpere vp-

20 on Galahad or euer he myghte tome hym / Thenne Galahad

drewe oute his fwerd and fmote of the lyftc arme of hym foo

that it felle to the erthe
/
And thenne he fledde / and fire Gala-

had fewed faft after hym / And thenne he torncd ageyne vnto

fyr Melyas / and there he alyghte and dreffid hym foftely on

25 his hors to fore hym for the truncheon of his fpere was in his

body / and fyr Galahad flerte vp behynde hym / and helde hym
in his armes

/
and foo broughte hym to the Abbay / and there

vnarmed hym and broughte hym to his chamber
/ And thenne

he afked his faueour / And whanne he had receyued hym he fa-

30 id vnto fyr galahad / fyr lete deth come whan it pleafyd hym
And there with he drewe oute the truncheon of the fpere oute

of his body /
And thenne he fwouncd

/
Thenne came there an

olde monke whiche fomtyme had ben a knyghte & behelde fyre

Melyas / And anone he ranfakyd hym /
& thenne he faide vnto

35 fyr galahad I flial hele hym of this woude by the grace of god
within the terme of feuen wekes / Thenne was fir galahad gl-

ad and vnarmed hym / & faid he wold abyde there thre dayes
And thenne he a(l<ed fyr Melyas how it ftood with hym /
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Thenne he fayd he was torned vnto helpyng god be thanked

C Capitulum yiiij/

mOw
wylle I departe fayd Galahad / for I hauc mo-

che on hand / for many good knyghtes be ful befy a-

boute hit
/
And this knyghte and I were in the fame

quell of the Sancgreal / Sire faid a good man / for his fynne 5

he was thus wounded / and I merueyllc faid the good man
how ye durft take vpon yow foo ryche a thynge as the hyghe
ordre of knyghthode withoute dene confeffion

/ & that was the

caufe ye were bytterly wounded
/
For the way on the ry-^t hand

betokeneth the hyghc way of our lord Ihefu Cryfte / and the 10

way of a good true good lyuer / And the other wey betoke-

neth the way of fynners and of myfbyleuers / And whanne

the deuylle fawc your pryde and prefumpcyon for to take yow
in the queft of the Sancgreal / that made you to be ouerthrowen

for hit may not be encheued but by vertuous lyuyngc / Alfo 15

the wrytynge on the croffe was a fygnyfycacyon of heuenly
dedes and of knyghtly dedes in goddes werkes and no kny3-

tly dedes in worldly werkes / and pryde is hede of alle dedely

fynnes that caufed this knyghte to departe from Galahad / &
where thovv tokeft the croune of gold / thow fynneft in couety- 20

fe and in thefte / Alle this were no knyghtcly dedes
/
And this

Galahad the holy knyghte / the whiche foughte with the two

knyghtes / the two knyghtes fygnefyen the two dedely fynnes

whiche were holy in this knyghte Melyas / and they myghte
not withftande yow / for ye are withoute dedely fynne / Now de- 25

parted Galahad from thens and betaught hem alle vnto god
Sir Melyas fayd my lord Galahad as foone as I may ry-

de I flialle feke yow / god fend yow helthe faid Galahad
/
&

foo toke his hors and departed / and rode many lourneyes for-

ward and backward as aduenture wold lede hym / 30

^ And at the lafte hit happend hym to departe from a place

or a Caftel the whiche was named Abblafoure / and he hadde

herd no maffe / the whiche he was wonte cuer to here or euer he

departed oute of ony Caftel or place /
and kepte that for a cuf-

tomme / ^ Thenne fyr Galahad came vnto a montayne 35
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where he fond an old chappel / and fond there no body for all

alle was defolate /
and there he kneled to fore the aulter / and

befought god of holfome counceil / Soo as he prayd / he herd a

voys that fayd / Goo thovv now thou aduenturous knyghte to

S the Cartel of maydcns / and there doo thow awcy thy wycked
cuftommes

C Capitulum yv

•^[t^'C^ Hanne fyr Galahad herd this / he thanked god / & to-

M £ I ke his hors
/ and he had not ryden but half a myle / he

^^^^Kv fawe in a valeye afore hym a flronge Caftel with de-

10 pe dyches / and there ranne befyde hit a fayr ryuer that hyghte

Syuarne /
and there he mette with a man of grete age / and ey-

ther falewed other / and Galahad afked hym the Cartels na-

me / Fair fyr faid he hit is the Cartel of maydens /
That is a

curfyd Caftel faid Galahalt / and alle they that ben conuerfa-

15 unt therin /
for alle pyte is oute therof and alle hardyneffe and

mefchyef is therin
/
therfor I counceyle yow fir knyght to torne

ageyne / Sir faid Galahad wete yow wel I flialle not tourne

ageyne / Thenne loked fyre Galahad on his armes that noo

thynge fayled hym / and thenne he put his fheld afore hym / &
20 anone there mette hym feuen fayr maydens /

the whiche fayd vn-

to hym / fyr knyghte ye ryde here in a grete foly / for ye haue the

water to paffe ouer
/ why fliold I not paffe the water faid ga-

lahad
/
So rode he awey from them / and mette with a Squyer

that faid knyghte /
tho knyghtes in the Caftel defyen yow / &

25 defenden yow / ye go no ferther tyl that they wete what ye wo-

Ide /
Faire fir faide Galahad I come for to deftroye the wycked

cuftome of this Caftel / Sir and ye wille abyde by that ye flial

haue ynough to doo
/ go yow now faid Galahad and haft my

nedes / Thenne the fquyer entryd in to the caftel / And anone af-

30 ter there came oute of the Caftel feuen knyghtes and all were

bretheren /
And whan they fawe Galahad / they cryed knyghte

kepe the for we affure the no thynge but dethe / why fayd ga-

lahad will ye alle haue adoo with me at ones
/ ye fayde they

therto maift thow truft / Thenne Galahad putte forth his fpere

35 and fmote the formeft to the erthe that nere he brake his neck
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And there with alle the other fmote hym on his flielde grete

ftrokes fo that their fperes brake

^ Thenne fyr Galahad drewe oute his fwerd / and fet vpon
hem foo hard that it was merueylle to fee hit / and foo thurgh

grete force he made hem to forfake the felde
/ and Galahad cha- 5

fed hem tyl they entryd in to the Caftel /and fo paffed thur5

the Caftel at another gate / And there mette fyr Galahad an

old man clothed in Relygyous clothynge and fayd J fire ha-

ue here the kayes of this Caftel / Thenne fyr Galahad opened
the gates /

and fawe foo moche peple in the ftretes that he my- 10

ghte not nombre them / and alle fayd fyr ye be welcome
/ for

longe haue we abyden here our delyueraunce / Thenne came to

hym a gentylw^man and fayde thefe knyghtes be fledde
/ but

they wille come ageyne this nyghte /
and here to begynne ageyn

their euylle cuftomme 15

^ What wille ye that I fnalle doo fayd Galahad
/ Sir faid

the gentilwoman that ye fend after alle the knyghtes hyder
that hold their landes of this Caftel / and make hem to fwere

for to vfe the cuftommes that were vfed here to fore of olde ty-

me
/

I wille vvel faid Galahad / and there flie broughte hym 20

an home of luory bouden with gold rychely / & faide fir blowe

this home whych wille be herde two myle aboute this
Caftel/

^ Whanne fyr Galahad had blowen the home / he fet hym do-

une vpon a bedde / Thenne came a preeft to Galahad
/ and faid

fyr hit is paft a feuen yere agone that thefe feuen bretheren cam 25

in to this Caftel and herberowcd with the lord of this caftell

that hyght the Duke Lyanowre / and he was lord of alle thys

countrey / And whanne they afpyed the dukes doughter / that

was a ful faire woman
/ Thenne by their fals couyn they ma-

de debate betwixe them felf / and the duke of his goodenes wo- 30

Id haue departed hem
/
and there they flewe hym and his eldefl

fone / And thenne they took the mayden and the trefour of the

caftel / And thenne by grete force they helde alle the knyghtes
of this Caftel ageynfte theire wylle vnder theyre obeyffaunce

and in grete feruage and truage / robbynge and pyllynge the 35

poure comyn peple of all that they had

^ Soo hit happend on a daye the dukes doughter fayd ye ha-

ue done vnto me greete wronge to flee myn owne fader / and
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my brodcr / and thus to holde our landes / not for thenne flie fa-

yd / ye flialle not holde this Caflel for many yeres / for by one

knyghte ye flial be ouercomcn / Thus flie prophecyed feucn yeres

agone / wel faid tlie feuen knyghtes / fythen yc fay fo / thcr fhal

5 ncuer lady nor knyghte paffe this Caftcl
/
but they fliall abyde

maulgre their hcdes
/
or dye therfor / tyl that knyghte be come/

by whome we flialle Icfe this Caftel / And therfore is it called

the maydens Caftel / for they haue deuoured many maydens /

Now faid Galahad is flie here for whome this Caftel was loft

10 Nay fir faid the preeft flic was dede within thefe thre nyghtes

after that fhe was thus enforced / and fythen haue they kepte

their yonger fyfter which endureth grete paynes with mo other

ladyes / By this were the knyghtes of the countray comen
/ &

thenne he made hem doo homage and feaute to the kynges dou-,-

•S ter / and fette hem in grete cafe of herte / And in the morne ther

came one to Galahad and told hym how that Gawayn / ga-

reth and Vwayne had flayne the feuen bretheren
/

I fuppofe

wel faid fyr Galahad and took his armour and his hors / &
commaunded hem vnto god /

C Capitulum yvj

20 ^fl/^ 0\v faith the tale after fyr Gawayne departed / he rode

ll-^-l many lourneyes bothe toward and froward / And

H ^att the lafte he cam to the Abbaye where fyre Galahad

had the whyte fheld /
and there fyr Gawayne lerned the way

to fewe after fyr Galahad /
and foo he rode to the Abbay whe-

25 re Melyas lay feke /
and there fyr Melyas told fyr Gawayn

of the merueyllous aduentures that fyr Galahad dyd / Certes

faid fire Gawayne I am not happy / that I took not the way
that he wente

/
for and I maye mete with hym / I wille not

departe from hym lyghtely / for alle merueyllous aduentures fir

30 Galahad encheueth / Sir faid one of the monkes he wille not

of your felaufhip / why faid fyr Gawayne / Sir faid he / for ye

be wycked and fynful / and he is ful bleffid /

^ Ryght as they thus ftode talkynge / there came in rydynge

fyr Gareth /
And thenne they made loye eyth^r of other / And

3S on the morne they herd maffe /
and foo departed / And by the
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way they met with fyr Vwayne les auoultres /
and there fyre

Vwayne told fyr Gawayne how he had mette with none ad-

uenture fythe he departed from the Courte / Nor we
/

faid fir ga-

wayne /'
and eyther promyfed other of tho thre knyghtes not to

departe whyle they were in that queft but yf fortune caufed
it/ 5

Soo they departed and rode by fortune tyl that they came by
the Caftel of maydens /

and there the feuen bretheren afpyed the

thre knyghtes / and faid fythen we be flemyd by one knyghte
from this Caftel / we fhalle deftroye alle the knyghtes of kyng
Arthurs that we maye ouercome for the loue of fyr Galahad 10

And there with the feuen knyghtes fette vpon the thre knygh-
tes

/ and by fortune fyr Gawayne flewe one of the bretheren
/

and echone of his felawes flewe another and foo flewe the re-

menaunt / And thenne they took the wcy vnder the Caftel / &
there they lofte the way that fir Galahad rode / and there cue- 15

ryche of hem departed from other
/
and fir Gawayne rode tylle

he came to an hermytage / and there he fond the good man fa-

yenge his euenfonge of our lady /
and there fyr Gawayne af-

ked herberowe for charyte /
and the good man graunted hit hym

gladly / Thenne the good man afl^ed hym what he was
/ Syre 20

he faid I am a kny5t of kynge Arthurs that am in the quefte

of the Sancgreal /
and my name is fyr Gawayne / Sire fayd

the good man I wold wete how it ftandeth betwixe god and

yow /
Sir faid fir Gawayne I wille with a good will fliewc

yow my lyf yf hit pleafc yow /
and there he tolde the heremyte/ 25

how a monke of an Abbay called me wyckcd knyght / he my-

ght wel faye hit faid the heremyte / for whanne ye were fyrfte

made knyghte ye fliolde haue taken yow to knyghtely dedes &
vertuous lyuynge / and ye haue done the contrary /

for ye haue

lyued mefcheuoufly many wynters / & fir Galahad is a mayd 30

and fynned neuer /
and that is the caufe he flialle encheue whe-

re he goth / that ye nor none fuche flialle not atteyne nor none

in your felaufliip / for ye haue vfed the mooft vntrueft lyf that

euer I herd knyght lyue /
For certes had ye not ben fo wycked

as ye ar
/ neuer had the feuen bretheren be flaync by yow and 35

your two felawes
/ For fyre Galahad hym felf alone bete hem

alle feuen the day to forne / but his lyuyng is fuche he flial flee

no man lyghtely / Alfo I may fay yow the Cafl:el of maidens
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betokenen the good foules that were in pryfon afore the Incar-

nacyon of Ihefu Crj'fle / And the feuen knyghtes betokenen

the feucn dedely fynnes that regned that tyme in the world
/
&

I may lyken the good Galahad vnto the fonc of the hyghe

S fader / that lyghte within a mayde and bought alle the foules

oute of thralle / Soo dyd fyre Galahad delyuer all the may-
dens cute of the woful Cartel / Now fire Gawayne faid the

good man / thou muft doo penauncc for thy fynne / fyre what

penaunce fhalle I do / fuche as I wille gyue fayd the good
10 man

/ Nay faid fyre Gawayne I may doo no penaunce / For

we knyghtes aduenturous ofte fuffren grete woo and payne
Wei fayd the good man / and thenne he held his pees / And
on the morne fyre Gawayne departed from the heremyte / and

betaught hym vnto god / And by aduentur he mette with fyre

15 Aglouale and fyr Gryflet two knyghtes of the table round/
And they two rode four dayes withoute fyndynge of ony ad-

uenture
/
and at the fyfthe day they departed / And eueryche hel-

de as felle them by aduenturc

^ Here leucth the tale of fyr Gawayne and his felawes / and

20 fpeke we of fyr Galahad /

C Capitulum yvij

SOo
whanne fyr Galahad was departed from the caf-

tel of maydens / he rode tyl he came to a wafte foreft / &
there he mette with fyre launcelot and fyr Percyuale

but they knewe hym not
/

for he was newe defguyfed / Ryghte

25 fo fyr launcelot his fader dreffid his fpcre and brake it vpon

fyr Galahad
/
and Galahad fmote hym fo ageyne that he fmo-

te doune hors and man
/
And thenne he drewe his fuerd / and

dreflid hym vnto fyr Percyuale /
and fmote hym foo on the

helme that it rofe to the coyfe of ftele / and had not the fwerd

30 fwarued / fyr Percyuale had ben flayne /
and with the flroke

he felle oute of his fadel / This lultes was done to fore the her-

mytage where a reclufe dwelled /
And when flie fawe fyr ga-

lahad ryde / flie faid god be with the bcft knyghte of the world

A certes faid fhe alle alowde that Launcelot and Percyuale

35 my5t here it
/
And yonder two knyghtes had knowen the as

wel as I doo they wold not haue encoijtred with the / thenne
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fyr Galahad herd lier fay fo he was adrad to be knowen ther

with he fmotc his hors with his fpores / and rode a grete paas

toward them
/
Thenne perceyued they bothe that he was Gala-

had / and vp they gat on their horfes
/
and rode fafte after hym

but in a whyle he was out of their fyghte / And thene they tor- s

ned ageyne with heuy chere / lete vs fpere fome tydynges fayd

Percyuale at yonder reclufe / Do as ye lyft faid fyr launcelot

Whanne fyr Percyuale came to the reclufe flie kncwe hym wel

ynough and fyr launcelot bothe / but fyr launcelot rode ouer-

thwart and endlonge in a wylde foreft and helde no pathe / but 10

as wyld aduenture led hym /
And at the laft he came to a fto-

ny Croffe whiche departed two wayes in wafle land / and by
the Croffe was a ftone that was of marbel but it was fo derke

that fyr launcelot myghte not wete what it was / Thenne fyre

Launcelot loked by hym / and fawe an old chappel / & ther he is

wende to haue fond peple / and fir launcelot teyed his hors

tyl a tree / and there he dyd of his flield / and henge hit vpon
a tree / And thenne wente to the chappel dore and fonde hit

wafte and broken / And within he fond a fayr aulter ful ry-

chely arayed with clothe of clene fylke /
and there ftode a fayrc 20

clene candelflyk /
whiche bare fyxe grete candels / and the candel-

ftyk was of fyluer /
And whanne fyre launcelot fawe thys

lyght / he had grete wylle for to entre in to the chappel / but he

coude fynde no place where he myghte entre
/
thenne was he paf-

fynge heuy and defmayed / Thenne he retorned and cam to his 25

hors and dyd of his fadel and brydel / and lete hym pafture / &
vnlaced his helme

/
and vngyrd his fwerd and laide hym

doune to flepe vpon his fhelde to fore the Croffe /

C Capitulum yviij

mNd
foo he felle on flepe and half wakynge and fle-

pyng he fawe come by hym two palfreyes alle fayr & 30

whyte /
the whiche bare a lytter /

therin lyenge a feke

knyghte /
And whanne he was nyghe the croffe / he there abode

ftylle / Alle this fyr launcelot fawe / and beheld for he flepte

not veryly / and he herd hym faye / O fvvete lord whanne fhal
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this forowc Icuc me / And whannc flialle the holy veffel come

by me
/ where thurgh I flialle be blcflid

/ For I haue endured

thus longe /
for lytyl trefpace /

a ful grete whyle complayned
the knyght thus / and alweyes fyr launcelot herd it / Witli that

5 fyr launcelot fawe the Candelflyk with the fyxe tapers come be-

fore the Croffe / and he fawe no body that brought it / ^ Alfo

there came a table of fyluer and the holy veffel of the Sancgre-
al whiche launcelot had fene afore tyme in kynge Pefcheours

hows /And there with the feke knyghte fette hym vp / & helde

10 vp bothe his handes / and faid Faire fwete lord whiche is he-

re within this holy veffel / take hede vnto me that I may be ho-

le of this maladye / And ther with on his handes and on his

knees he wente foo nyghe that he touched the holy veffel / and

kyfte hit / and anone he was hole /
and thenne he fayd lord god

15 I thankc the
/

for I am helyd of this fekeneffe / So whanne

the holy veffel had ben there a grete whyle hit wente vnto the

Chappel with the chaundeler and the lyght / foo that launcelot

wyft not where it was become for he was ouertaken with fyn-

en that he had no power to ryfe ageyne the holy veffel / wher-

20 for after that many men faid of hym fliame
/
but he took repen-

taunce after that / Thenne the feke knyght dreffid hym vp / &
kyffed the croffe / anone his fquyer brought hym his armes/

and afked his lord how he dyd / Certes fayd he I thanke god

ryghte wel thurgh the holy veffel I am helyd / But I haue

-5 merueil of this flepynge knyghte that had no power to awa-

ke whanne this holy veffel was brought hyder /
I dare ry3t

wel faye / fayd the fquyer that he dwelleth in fome dedely fyn-

ne wherof he was neuer confeffid / By my feythe faid the kn-

yght what fomeuer he be / he is vnhappy / for as I deme he is

30 of the felaufliip of the round table / the whiche is entryd in to

the queft of the Sancgreal / Sire faid the fquyer here I haue

brought yow alle your armes fauf your helme and your fu-

erd / and therfor by myn affente now maye ye take this kny3-
tes helme and his fuerd and fo he dyd / And whan he was

35 clene armed / he took fyr laucelots hors / for he was better than

his and foo departed they from the Croffe /

C Capltulum yiy
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^^^^ Henne anone fyr launcelot waked and fette hym vp
/ 1 and bethought hym what he had fene there / & whether

^^J^ it were dremes or not / Ryght fo herd he a voys that fa-

id fyr launcelot more harder than is the ftone / and more byt-

ter than is the wood
/
and more naked and barer than is the 5

leef of the fygge tree
/

therfore goo thow from hens / and wyth-
dravve the from this hooly place /

And whanne fyre launcelot

herd this / he was paffynge heuy and wyft not what to do / & fo

departed fore wepynge / and curfed the tyme that he was borne

For thenne he domed neuer to haue hadde worfliip more For 10

tho wordes went to his herte tyl that he knewe wherfor he was

called foo / Thenne fyre Launcelot wente to the Croffc & fonde

his helme / his fwerd and his hors taken away / And thenne

he called hym felf a veray wretche and mooft vnhappy of all

knyghtes /
and there he fayd my fynne and my wyckedncs ha- 15

ue brought me vnto grcte difhonour
/

For whanne I foughte

worldly aduentures for worldly defyres I euer encheucd them

and had the better in euery place / and neuer was I difcomfyt

in no quarel were it ryght or wronge / And now I take vp-
on me the aduentures of holy thynges / & now I fee and vn- 20

derftande that myn old fynne hyndereth me and fliameth me /

fo that I had no power to ftere nor fpeke whan the holy blood

appiered afore me / So thus he forowed til hit was day / & herd

the fowles fynge / thenne fomwhat he was comforted / But

whan fyr Launcelot myfb his hors and his harneis thenne he 25

•^y9i& wel god was difpleafyd with hym / Thenne he depar-

ted from the croffe on foote in to a forefte / and foo by pry-

me he came to an hyghe hylle & fonde an hermytage and an

Heremyte theryn whiche was goynge vnto maffe / And then-

ne launcelot kneled doune / & cryed on oure lorde mercy for his 30

wycked werkes / Soo whanne maffe was done launcelot cal-

led hym and prayed hym for charite for to here his lyfe /
with

a good will fayd the good man / Sir fayd he be ye of Kyng
Arthurs Courte and of the felaufhip of the round table / ye
forfothe and my name is fir Launcelot du lake that hath ben 35

ryght wel faid of / and now my good fortune is chaunged /

For I am the mooft wretche of the world
/
The Heremyte be-

helde hym & hadde merueille how he was foo abafflied / Syre
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faid the hercmyte ye oughte to thanke god more than ony kn-

yght l}-uyngc / for he hath caufcd yovv to haue more worldly

worfliip than ony knyghte that now lyueth / And for your pre-

fumpcyon to take vpon you in dcdely fynne for to be in his pre-

5 fence where his flefflie and his blood was / that caufed you ye

myghte not fee hit with worldly eyen / for he wille not appiere

where fuche fynncrs ben / but yf hit be vnto theire grete hurte &
vnto her grete fhame / & there is no knyght lyuynge now / that

ought to kenne god foo grete thanke as ye /
for he hath yeuen

10 yow beaute / femelynes / and grete ftrengthe aboue all other kn-

yghtes / and therfor ye are the morr beholdyng vnto god than

ony other man to loue hym and drede hym /
for your ftrength

and manhode wille lytel auayllc yow / and god be ageynfte

yow /

C Capitulum n I

15 /^^fc^ Henne fir launcelot wept with heuy chere / and fayd
/ I Now I knowe wel ye faye me fothe / Sire fayd the

^^^ good man / hyde none old fynne from me / Truly faid

fyr Launcelot that were me ful lothe to difcouere / For this x-

iiij yere I neuer difcouerd one thynge that I haue vfed / and

20 that maye I now wyte my fliame and my difauentur / And
thenne he told there that good man alle his lyf / And hou he

had loued a quene vnmefurably and oute of mefure longe / &
alle my grete dedes of armes that I haue done I dyd for the

mooft party for the quenes fake / And for her fake wold I

-S doo batail were hit ryght or wronge / and neuer dyd I bata-

ille alle only for goddes fake / but for to wynne worfliyp and

to caufe me to be the better biloued / and lytel or noughte I

thanked god of hit / Thenne fyr launcelot fayd I praye yow/
counceylle me / I wille counceyle yow faid the heremyte / yf ye

30 wille enfure me that ye will neuer come in that quenes felau-

fhip as moche as ye may forbere / And thenne fyre launcelot

promyfed hym he nold by the feithe of his body / loke that yo-
ur herte and your mouthe accorde faid the good man / and I

fhalle enfure yow ye fhalle haue more worfhip than euer ye
3S had / Holy fader faid fyre launcelot I merueylle of the voys
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that fayd to me merueillous wordes as ye haue herd to fore

hand
/ haue ye no merueylle fayd the good man therof

/
for hit

femeth wel god loueth yow /
for men maye vnderftande a ftone

is hard of kynde / and namely one more than another / and that

is to vnderftande by the fyr launcelot /
for thou wylt not leue 5

thy fynne for no goodnes that god hath fente the
/
therfor thou

arte more than ony ftone /
and neuer woldeft thovv be maade

neyffhe nor by water nor by fyre / And that is the hete of the

holy ghooft maye not cntre in the / Now take hede in alle the

world men flial not fynde one knyghte to whome oure Lord 10

hath yeuen foo moche of grace as he hath ycuen yow /
for he hath

yeuen yow fayrenes with femelynes /
he hath yeuen the wyt dif-

crecyon to knowe good from euyll / he hath yeuen the proweffe

and hardyneffe and gyuen the to wcrke foo largely / that thou

haft had at al dayes the better where fomeuer thow came / and '5

now our lord wille fuffre the no lenger / but that thow fhalte

knowe hym whether thow wilt or nylt /
And why the voyce

called the bytter than wood / for where oucr moche fynne duel-

leth / there may be but lytel fvvetneffe /
wherfor thow arte lyke-

ned to an old roten tree /
Now haue I fhewed the why thou 20

arte harder than the ftone & bytterer than the tree / Now fhall

I fhewe the why thow arte more naked and barer than the

fygge tree / It befelle that our lord on palmfondaye preched in

Iherufalem /
and there he fonde in the people that alle hardnes

was herberowed in them / and there he fond in alle the towne 25

not one that wold herberowe hym / And thenne he wente with-

oute the Towne / and fond in myddes of the way a fygge tree

the whiche was ryghte fayr and wel garnyffhed of leues / but

fruyte had it none / Thenne our lord curfyd the tree that here no

fruyte that betokeneth the fygge tree vnto Iherufalem that had 30

leues and no fruyte / Soo thow fyr launcelot whan the hooly

Grayle was broughte afore the / he fonde in the noo fruyte /nor

good thoughte nor good wille and defowled with lechery / Cer-

tes faid fir launcelot alle that ye haue faid is true / And from

hens forward I cafte me by the grace of god neuer to be fo wye- 35

ked as I haue ben / but as to folowe knyghthode and to do fe-

tys of armes / Thenne the good man loyned fyr launcelot fu-

che penaunce as he myghte doo and to fewc knyghthode / and
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fo affoylled hym / and praid fyre launcelot to abyde with hym

alle that daye /
I wylle wcl faid fyr launcelot / for I haue ney-

ther hehnc ne hors ne fucrd /
As for that fayd the good man

I fliallc helpe yow or to mornc at cucn of an hors and al that

longed vnto yow /
And thenne fyr laucelot repented hym gre-

tely /

C lT3crc icuctb of tbc biltovv? of fvr launcelot /fl Hub beve folo*

wctb of X\jv ipcrcinml be galss wblcbcs tbe jitij booh

C Capitulum primum

Ow fayth the tale that whan fyr launcelot was

ryden after fyre Galahad / the whiche had alle

thefc aduentures aboue fayd / Sir Percyual tor-

ned ageyne vnto the reclufe / where he demed to

hauc tydyngcs of that kny5t that Launcelot fo-

lowed /
And foo he kneled at her wyndow / and the reclufe o-

^ pened hit / and afked fyre Percyuale what he wold / Madame

he fayd I am a knyghte of kynge Arthurs Courte / and my
15 name is fyr Percyual de Galys / whanne the reeclufe herd his

name fhe had grate loye of hym / for mykel fhe had loued

hym to forne ony other kny5t / for fhe ou5t to do fo / for fhe was

his aunt / And thenne fhe commaunded the gates to be opened

and there he had alle the chere that fhe myght make hym and

20 alle that was in her power was at his commaundement / Soo

on the morne fyr Percyual wente to the reclufe / and afked

her yf fhe knewe that knyghte with the whyte fhelde / Sir faid

fhe why wold ye wete / Truly madame faid fyr Percyual I

fhalle neuer be wel at eafe tyl that I knowe of that knygh-

25 tes felaufhip / and that I may fyghte with hym / for I maye
not leue hym foo lyghtely / for I haue the fhame yet / A Per-

cyual fayd fhe wold ye fyghte with hym / I fee wel ye haue

grete wylle to be flayne as your fader was thorugh oultrage-

oufnes /
Madame fayd fyr Percyual hit femeth by your wor-

30 des that ye knowe me / ye fayd fhe / I wel ought to knowe you
for I am your aunt / al though I be in a pryory place / For
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fomme called me fomtyme the quene of the wafte landes / and

I was called the quene of moofr rycheffe in the world / and

it pleafyd me neuer my rycheffe foo moche as doth my pouerte

Thenne fyre Percyual wepte for veray pyte whan that he kne-

we it was his aunt ^ A fair neuewe faid fhe whanne 5

herd ye tydynges of your moder / Truly fayd he I herd none

of her
/ but I dreme of her moche in my flepe / And therfore I

wote not whether (lie be dede or on lyue /
Certes fayr neuew fa-

yd fhe / your moder is dede / for after your departynge from her/
file took fuchc a forowe that anone after fhe was confeffid fhe 10

dyed / Now god haue mercy on her fowle fayd fyr Percyual

hit fore forthynketh me / but alle we muft chaunge the lyf /

^ Now fayre Aunt telle me what is the knyghte / I deme hit

be he that bare the reed armes on whytfonday / wete yow well

faid fhe / that this is he / for other wyfe oughtc he not to doo/ is

but to goo in reed armes / and that fame knyghte hath no pie-

re / for he worcheth alle by myracle / and he fhalle neuer be o-

uercome of none erthely mans hand

C (Tapitulum ij

mLfo
Merlyn made the round table in tokenyng of ro-

undenes of the world
/

for by the round table is the 20

world fygnefyed by ryghte / For al the world cryften

and hethen repayren vnto the round table
/
And whan they are

chofen to be of the felaufhip of the roud table / they thynke hem
more bleffid & more in worfhip than yf they had goten halfe

the world / and ye haue fene that they haue lode her faders & 25

her moders and alle her kynne and her wyues and her chil-

dren for to be of your felaufhip / It is wel fene by yow / For

fyns ye departed fro your moder / ye wold neuer fee her ye fond

fuche felaufhip at the roud table / whan Merlyn had ordeyned
the round table he faid by them which fliold be felawes of the 3°

round table
/ the trouth of the Sancgreal fhold be wel knowen

and men afked hym how men myghte knowe them that fliolde

beft do and to encheue the Sancgreal / thenne he faid ther fhold

be ihre whyte buUes that fliold encheue hit / and the two fliolde

be maydens / and the thyrd fliold be chaft / And that one of the 35

thre fhold paffe his fader as moche as the lyon paffeth the ly-

bard bothe of llrengthc and hardynes
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They that herd Mcrlyii fayc foo / fayd thus vnto Merlyn /

Sythen ther (hallc be fuche a knyghtc thow fholdeft ordeyne by

thy craftcs a fcge that no man lliold fyttc in hit / but he al on-

ly that fhalle paffe alle other knyghtes / Thenne Merlyn an-

S fuerd that he wold doo foo /
And thenne he made the fege peril-

lous in the vvhiche Galahad fatte in at his mete on whytfon-

day laft paft / Now madame fayd fyr Percyual fo moche hauc

I herd of yow that by my good wyllc I wille neuer haue a-

doo with fyr Galahad but by waye of kyndenes / and for god-
10 des loue fayr aunte / can ye teche me fome way where I maye

fynde hym / for moche wold I loue the felaufhip of hym /
Fa-

ir neuewe fayd fhe ye muft ryde vnto a Caftel / the whiche is

called Goothe
/
where he hath a cofyn germayn / and ther may

ye be lodged this nyghte / And as he techeth you /
feweth after

IS as fafle as ye can / and yf he can telle yow noo tydynges of

hym / ryde ftreyght vnto the Caftel of Carbonek where the may-
med kynge is there lyenge / for there flialle ye here true tydyn-

ges of hym

C dapitulum ^ercium

1 1 Henne departed fyr Percyuale from his aunte eyther

20 ^^li^ makynge grete forowe / And foo he rode tyl euenfonge

tyme / And thenne he herd a clok fmyte / and thene he was wa-

re of an hows clofed wel with walles and depe dyches / and

there he knocked at the gate / and was lete in
/
and he alyght

and was ledde vnto a chamber and foone he was vnarmed /

*5 x'\nd there he had ryght good chere alle that nyghte / and on

the morne he herd his maffe / and in the monaftery he fonde a

preeft redy at the aulter / x'\nd on the ryght fyde he fawe a pe-

we clofyd with yron / and behynde the aulter he fawe a ryche

bedde and a fayre as of clothe of fylke and golde / Thenne fyr

30 Percyual afpyed that therin was a man or a woman / for the

vyfage was couerd / thenne he left of his lokyng and herd his

feruyfe / And whan hit came to the facrynge / he that lay with-

in that Percloos dreffid hym vp and vncouerd his heede / and

thenne hym befemed a paffynge old man / and he had a crowne

35 of gold vpon his hede / & his (holders were naked & vnhylled

[leaf 323 vci-so]



Kooft xiv.] [ 645 ] [Cbap. iv.

vnto his nauel /
And thenne fir Percyual afpyed his body /

was ful of grete vvoundes bothe on the fliolders armes and

vyfage / And euer he held vp his handes ageynft oure lordes

body / and cryed / Fair fwete fader Ihefu Cryft forgete not me
and foo he laye doune / but alvvayes he was in his prayers & 5

oryfons / and hym femed to be of the age of thre honderd wyn-
ter / And whanne the maffe was done the preeft took oure lor-

des body / and bare hit to the feke kynge /
And whanne he had

vfed hit
/
he dyd of his crowne / and commaunded the crowne

to be fette on the aulter / Thenne fyr Percyual afl^ed one of 10

the bretheren / what he was / Sire fayd the good man ye haue

herd moche of lofeph of Armathye how he was fente by Ihefu

Cryft in to this land for to teche and preche the holy criflen fe-

ythe / and therfor he fuffred many perfecucyons the whiche the

enemyes of Cryft dyd vnto hym / and in the Cyte of Sarras 15

he conuerted a kynge whos rame was Euelake / And fo this

kynge came with lofeph in to this land / and euer he was be-

fy to be there as the Sancgreal was / and on a tyme he nyghed
it foo nyghe that oure lord was difpleafyd with hym / but e-

uer he folowed hit more and more
/ tyl god ftroke hym al moft 20

blynde / Thenne this kynge cryed mercy / and fayd / faire lord

lete me neuer dye tyl the good knyghte of my blood of the ix

degree be come that I may fee hym openly that he fhal encheue

the Sancgreal that I may kyffe hym

C Capitulum (Siuartum

<^|4-/fi^ Hanne the kynge thus had made his prayers he herd -S

J £ I a voys that fayd herd ben thy prayers / for thow fhalt

^^'^^'^ not dye tyl he haue kyft the /
And whanne that kny3te

flialle come the clerenes of your eyen fhalle come ageyne / and

thow fhalt fee openly / and thy woundes flialle be heled / & erft

fhalle they neuer clofe / and this befelle of kynge Euelake / & 3^

this fame kynge hath lyued this thre honderd wynters thys

holy lyf /
and men faye the knyghte is in the Courte that fhall

hele hym /
Sir fayd the good man I praye yow telle me what

knyghte that ye be
/
and yf ye be of kyng Arthurs courte &

of the table roud / ye forfoth faid he
/
& my name is fir percyual 35
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dc Galys / And whanne the jjood man vnderftood his name

he made grete loye of hym /
And thenne fyr pcrcyual departed

and rode tyl the hoiire of none / and he mette in a valcy about

a twenty men of armes whiche bare in a berc a knyghte dedely

5 flayne / And whanne they fawe fyr percyuale they afked hym
of whens he was /

and he anfuerd of the Courte of kyng Ar-

thur /
thenne they cryed all at ones flee hym /

Thenne fyr percy-

ual fmotc the fyrft to the erthe and his hors vpon hym /
And

thenne feuen of the knyghtes fmote vpon his fheld al attones

lo and the remenaunt flewe his hors foo that he felle to the erthe

Soo had they flayne hym or taken hym had not the good kn-

y3te flr Galahad with
J)°

reed armes come there by aduenture

in to tho partyes / And whanne he fawe alle tho knyghtes vp-

on one knyghte / he cryed faue me that knyghtes lyf / And then-

iS ne he dreffid hym toward the twenty men of armes as fafl:e

as his hors myght dryue with his fpere in the reyfte / & fmote

the formeft hors and man to the erthe /
And whanne his fpe-

re was broken
/
he fette his hand to his fuerd and fmote on the

ryght hand and on the lyfte hand / that it was merueylle to

20 fee
/
and at euery ftroke he fmote one doune or put hym to a re-

buke
/

foo that they wold fyghte no more but fled to a thyck

foreft
/
and fyr Galahad folowed them

/
And whanne fir per-

cyuale fawe hym chafe hem foo
/
he made grete forowe that hys

hors was awey / And thenne he wyft wel it was fyre Gala-

25 had
/ And thene he cryed alowde A fayre knyghte abyde and

fuffre me to doo thankynges vnto the / for moche haue ye done

for me
/
But euer fyr Galahad rode foo faft that atte lafte he

paft oute of his fyghte / And as faft as fir percyual myght he

wente after hym on foote cryenge / And thenne he mette with

30 a yoman rj-dynge vpon an hakney the whiche led in his hand

a grete ftede blacker than ony bere /
A fayr frend fayd fir per-

cyuale as euer as I maye doo for yow /
and to be your true

knyghte in the fyrft place ye wille requyre me that ye wille le-

ne me that black ftede that I myghte ouertake a knyghte the

35 whiche rydeth afore me

^ Syre knyghte fayd the yoman I praye yow hold me ex-

cufed of that / for that I maye not doo
/
For wete ye wel the

hors is fuche a mans hors that and I lente hit yow or ony man
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that he wold flee me / Alias fayd fir Percyual / I had neuer

foo grete forowe as I haue had for lofynge of yonder knyghte

Syr fayd the yoman I am ryghte heuy for yow /
for a good

hers wold byfeme yow wel /
but I dar not delyuer you this

hors but yf ye wold take hym from me / that wille I not doo 5

fayd fyre Percyual / and foo they departed / and fyre Percy-

ual fette hym doune vnder a tree /
and made forowe oute of me-

fure / & as he was there ther cam came a knyght rydyng on the

hors that the yoman lad / and he was clenc armed /

C Capitulum (Siuintum/

-^-1 Nd anone the yoman came pryckynge after as fafl as 10

/^^^ euer he myghte / and afl-:ed fyre Percyuale yf he fa-

we ony knyghte rydynge on his blak ftede
/ ye fir for foth faid

he / why fyr afke ye me that / A fyre that ftede he hath benome

me with ftrength / wherfor my lord wylle flee me / in what pla-

ce he fyndeth me / Wel faidc fyre Percyual what woldeft thow 15

that I dyd thou feeft wel that I am on foote / but and I had

a good hors
/ I fliold brynge hym foone ageyne / Sir faid the

yoman take myn hakney and doo the beft yc can
/
and I fliall

fewe yow on foote to wete how that ye flialle fpede / Thenne flr

Percyual alyghte vpon that hakney / and rode as fafte as he 20

myghte / And at the lafte he fawe that knyghte / And thenne

he cryed knyghte torne ageyne / and he torned / and fet his fpe-

re ageynft fyr Percyuale / and he fmotc the hakney in the myd-
des of the breft that he felle doune dede to the erthe / and there he

had a grete falle / and the other rode his waye / And thenne 25

fyr Percyual was wood wrothe /
and cryed abyde wycked

knyghte coward and fals herted knyghte torne ageyne / and

fyghte with me on foote
/ but he anfuerd not

/ but pafl:e on hys

waye / whanne fyr Percyual fawe he wold not torne he cafte

aweye his helme and fuerd / and fayd / now am I a veray 30

wretche
/ curfyd / and mooft vnhappy aboue all other knyghtes

So in this forowe he abode all that day tyl hit was nyghte / &
thenne he was faynte & leyd hym doun and flepte tyl it was

mydnyghte / & thenne he awaked & fawe afore hym a woman
whiche fayd vnto hym ryght fyerfly / Syre Percyuale what 35
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doft thow here
/ he anfuerd I doo neyther good nor gretc yllc/

Yf thow wylt enfure me faid flie that thow wylt fulfylle my
wylle / whanne I fomone the I fhall Icne the myn owne hors

whiche flialle here the whyder thou wylt / Syr Percyual was

S glad of her profer and and enfured her to fulfylle alle her defyre/

thenne abydeth me here / and I fhalle goo fetche yow an hors /

And foo file cam foone ageyne and broughte an hors with her

that was inly blak /
whan Percyual beheld that hors / he mer-

ueylled that it was foo grete and foo wel apparaylled /
and

10 not for thenne he was foo hardy /
& he lepte vpon hym / & took

none hede of hym felf
/
And foo anone as he was vpon hym /

he threft to hym with his fpores / and foo rode by a foreft
/
and

the mone fhone clere
/
And within an houre and laffe he bare

hym four dayes lourney thens vntyl he came to a rough wa-

15 ter the whiche roryd / and his hors wold haue borne hym in

to hit

C Capitulum x>\

HNd whanne fyr Percyuale came nyghe the brymme /

& fawe the water fo boyftous /
he doubted to ouerpaffe it

And thenne he made a fygne of the croffe in his forheed / whan

20 the fende felte hym foo charged /
he fhoke of fyr Percyual / and

he wente in to the water cryenge and roryng makyng grete fo-

rowe /
and it femed vnto hym that the water brente / Thenne fir

Percyual perceyued it was a fend the which wold haue bro-

ught hym vnto his perdycyon / Thenne he commaunded hym
25 felf vnto god / and prayd oure lord to kepe hym from alle fuche

temptacyons /
and fo he praid alle that nyghte tyl on the mom

that it was day /
thenne he fawe that he was in a wylde mon-

tayne /
the whiche was clofed with the fee nygh al aboute that

he my3t fee no land about hym whiche my5te releue hym but

30 wylde beeftes / And thenne he went in to a valey / and there he

fawe a yonge ferpent brynge a yonge lyon by the neck / and

foo he came by fir Percyual /
with that came a grete lyon cry-

enge and rorynge after the ferpent

^ And as faft as fyr Percyual fawe thys / he merueylled / &
35 hyhed hym thyder / but anon the lyon had ouertake the ferpent
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and beganne bataille with hym / ^ And thenne fyr Percyual

thoughte to helpe the lyon for he was the more naturel beefte /

of the tvvo / and there with he drewe his fuerd / and fette hys

flielde afore hym / and ther he gaf the ferpent fuche a buffet that

he had a dedely wound / whanne the lyon fawe that / he made 5

no refemblaunt to fyghte with hym /
but made hym all the che-

re that a beeft myghte make a man / Thenne Pcrcyuale percey-

ued that and cafte doune his flield / whiche was broken / and

thenne he dyd of his helme for to gadre wynde / for he was gre-

tely enchafed with the ferpente / and the lyon wente alwaye lo

aboute hym fawnyngc as a fpanyel / And thenne he ftroked

hym on tlie neck and on the fliolders / And thenne he thanked

god of the felaufliip of that beefte
/
And aboute none the lyon

took his lytel whelp and truffed hym and bare hym there he

came fro / Thenne was fyr Percyual alone / And as the tale 15

telleth be was one of the men of the world at that tyme / whi-

che mooft byleued in cure lord Ihefu Cryfte / for in tho dayes

there were but fewe folkes that byleued in god parfytely /

For in tho dayes the fone fpared not the fader no more than a

ftraunger / And foo fyre Percyual comforted hymfelf in our 20

lord Ihefu / and befoughte god no temptacyon fliold brynge

hym oute of goddes feruyfe / but to endure as his true champy-
on / Thus whanne fyr Percyual had prayd he fawe the lyon

came toward hym /
and thenne he couched doune at his feete /

And foo alle that nyghte the lyon and he flepte to gyders /
& 25

whanne fyr Percyual flepte / he dremed a merueyllous dreme

that there two ladyes mette with hym / and that one fat vpon
a lyon /

and that other fat vpon a ferpent / and that one of hem
was yonge and the other was old

/ and the yongefi; hym tho-

ught faid fir Percyual my lord faleweth the / and fendeth the 30

word that thow araye the /
and make the rcdy / for to morne

thow muft fyghte with the ftrongeft champyon of the world /

And yf thow be ouercome
/ thou fhalt not be quyte for lofyng

of ony of thy membrys / but thow flialt be fhamed for euer to

the worldes ende / And thenne he aflced her what was her lord 33

And fhe faid the grettefl lord of alle the world
/
and foo flie

departed fodenly that he wyfte not where
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C Capitulum vij

1 I Henne came forth the other lady that rode vpon the fer-

^^J^ pent / and (he fayd fyr Percyual I complaync me of

yow that ye hauc done vnto me and hauc not offended vnto

yow /
Certes madame he fayd / vnto yow nor no lady I neuer

5 offended
/ yes fayd fhe / I fhalle telle yow why / I have nou-

ryffhed in this place a grete whyle a ferpent whiche ferued me
a grete whyle / and yefterday ye flewe hym as he gat his pray

Saye me for what caufe ye flewe hym / for the lyon was not

yours / Madame faid fyre Percyuale I knowe wel the Lyon
10 was not myn / but I dyd hit / for the lyon is of more gentiller

nature than the ferpent / and therfor I flewe hym / me femeth/

I dyd not amys ageynft yow / Madame fayd he what wold

ye that I dyd /
I wold fayd flie for the amcndys of my be-

fte that ye bycome my man / and thenne he anfuerd that wylle

15 I not graunte yow /
No fayd flie truly ye were neuer but my

feruaunt / fyn ye receyued the homage of our lord Ihefu crift

Therfor I enfure yow in what place I may fynde yow with-

oute kepynge I flialle take yow as he that fomtyme was my
man /

And foo flie departed from fyr Percyual and lefte hym
20 flepynge the whiche was fore trauaylled of his aduyfyon / &

on the morne he aroos and bleffid hym and he was paffynge

feble /
Thenne was fire Percyual ware in the fee / and fawe a

fliip come fayllynge toward hym / and fyr Percyual went vn-

to the fliyp and fond hit couerd within and withoute wyth
-5 whyte Samyte / And at the bord flood an old man clothed

in a furplcs in lykenes of a preeft / Syr faid fyr Percyuale ye
be welcome / god kepe yow fayd the good man / Sir fayd the

old man of whens be ye / Syr faid fir Percyual I am of ky-

nge Arthurs Courte / and a knyghte of the table Round
/ the

30 whiche am in the queft of the Sancgreal / and here I am in gre-

te dureffe and neuer lyke to efcape oute of this wylderneffe

Double not fayd the good man and ye be foo true a knyghte/

as the ordre of chyualr}' requyreth / and of herte as ye oughte

to be / ye fliold not doubte that none enemy fhold flay j'ow /

35 What ar ye faid fyr Percyuale / fyr fayd the old man I am of

a ftraunge countrey / and hyther I come to comforte yow / Syr

[leaf 325 versu]



Kooh liv.] [ 651 ] [Cbap. viii.

fayd fyr Percyuale what fygnefyeth my dreme that I dremed

this nyghte / & there he told hym alia to gyder / She whiche ro-

de vpon the lyon betokeneth the nevve lawe of holy chirche that

is to vnderftande
/ fayth / good hope / byleue /

and baptym / for fhe

femed yonger than the other / hit is grete reafon / for fhe was 5

borne in the refurection and the paffion of our lord Ihefu cryfte

And for grete loue fhe came to the / to warne the of thy grete ba-

taille that fhalle befalle the
/ with whome fayd fyre Percyuale

fhalle I fyghte / with the mooft champyon of the world faid

the old man / for as the lady fayd /
but yf thow quyte the wel 10

thow fhalt not be quyte by lofynge of one membre / but thow

flialt be fliamed to the worldes ende / And flie that rode on the

ferpent fygnefyeth the oldc lawe
/ and that ferpent betokeneth a

fende
/ And why flie blamed the that thow fleweft her feruaunt

it betokeneth no thyng / the ferpent that thow flewefl betokeneth 15

the deuylle that thou rodeft vp on to the roche / And whan thou

madeft a fygne of the Croffe / there thow {leweft hym /
& putte

awey his power / And whanne flie afked the amendys and to

become her man / And thou faydeft thou woldeft not / that was

to make the to bileue on her and leue thy baptym / Soo he com- 20

maunded fyr Percyuale to departe /
and foo he lepte ouer the

bord and the fliip /
and alle vvente awey he wyfbe not whyder/

Thenne he wente vp vnto the roche and fonde the lyon whyche
alwey kepte hym felaufhyp and he ftryked hym vpon the bak

and had grete loye of hym 25

J5

C Capitulum viij

Y that fyr Percyuale had abyden there tyl myddaye /
he fawe a ihyp came rowyng in the fee as all the wy-
nd of the world had dryuen hit / And foo it droof vn-

der that roche / And whanne fyr Percyual fawe this / he hyhed

hym thyder / and fonde the fliip couerd with fylke more blacker 30

than ony beare / and therin was gentilwoman of grete beau-

te /
and fhe was clothed rychely that none myghte be better /

And whanne fhe fawe fyr Percyuale / fhe faide Who broughte

yow in this wyldernes where ye be neuer lyke to paffe hens /

for ye fhal dye here for hongre and mefchycf / Damoyfel faide 35
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fyr Percyuale I feme the beft man of the world / and in his

fcruyfe he wille not fuffre me to dye / for who that knocketh flial

entre / and who that aflvcth flialle haue / and who feketh hym/
he hydeth hym not / But thenne flic faid fyr Percyual wote ye

5 what I am / ye fayd he / Now who taughte yow my name fa-

id flie / Now fayd fyre Percyuale I knowe you better than ye

wene /
And I came oute of the wafle foreft where I found the

reed knyghte with the whyte flield fayd the damoyfel /
A da-

moyfel faid he with that knyghte wold I mete paffyng fayn

10 Sir knyghte faid fhe
/
and ye wille enfure me by the feyth that

ye owe vnto knyghthode that ye fhalle doo my wylle what ty-

me I fomone yow /
and I flialle brynge yow vnto that kny5t

ye faid he / I flialle promyfe yow to fulfylle your defyre /
well

faid flie now fhal I telle yow / I fawe hym in the forefte cha-

15 cynge two knyghtes vnto a water the whiche is called mor-

tayfe and they drofe hym in to the water for drede of dethe /

and the two knyghtes paffed ouer
/
and the reed knyghte

paffed after /
and there his hors was drenched

/
and he thorou

grete ftrengthe efcaped vnto the land / thus fhe told hym /
and

20 fyr Percyuale was paffynge glad therof /
Thenne flie afked

hym yf he had ete ony mete late / Nay madame truly I ete

no mete nyghe this thre dayes / but late here I fpak with a go-

od man that fedde me with his good wordes and hooly /
and

refreffliyd me gretely /
A fyr knyghte faid fhe that fame man

25 is an enchaunter and a multyplyer of wordes /
For and ye

byleue hym ye fliall playnly be fliamed & dye in this roche for

pure honger and be eten with wylde beeftes and ye be a yong

man and a goodly knyghte /
and I flialle helpe yow & ye wil

What are ye faid fyr Percyual that profered me thus grete ky-

30 ndenes /
I am faid flic a gentylwoman that am difheryted /

whiche was fomtyme the rycheft woman of the world / Da-

moyfel faid fyr Percyual who hath diflieryted yow / for I ha-

ue grete pyte of yow / Sir faid flie I dwellid with the gretteft

man of the world and he made me fo fayre and clere that ther

35 was none lyke me /
and of that grete beaute I had a lytil prj--

de more than I ought to haue had / Alfo I fayd a word that

pleafyd hym not /
And thenne he wold not fuffre me to be ony

lenger in his company /
and foo drofe me from myn herytage /
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and foo difheryted me / and he had neuer pyte of me nor of

none of my counceylle / nor of my Courte / And fythen fir kny-

ght hit hath befallen me foo / and thurgh me and myn I haue

benome hym many of his men /
and made hem to become my men

For they afl<e neuer no thyng of me but I gyue hit hem that 5

and moche more /
Thus I and al my feruauntes were ayenfh

hym nyghte and daye / Therfore I knowe now no good kny^t

nor noo good man but I gete hym on my fyde and I maye
And for that I knowe that thovv arte a good kny5t / I by-

feche yow to helpe me
/
And for ye be a felawe of the round ta- 10

ble wherfore ye oughte not to fayle noo gentylwoman whiche

is difheryted / and fhe befought yow of helpe

C (Tapitulum iy

/^pBi^ Hcnne fyr Pcrcyual promyfed her alle the helpe that

I he myghte / And thenne ilie thanked hym / And at that

^^g^ tyme the wheder was hote / thenne flie called vnto her a
15

gentylwoman and badde her brynge forth a pauelione / And
foo fhe dyd /

and pyght hit vpon the grauel / Sire fayd fhe /

Now maye ye refte yow in this hete of the day / Thenne he than-

ked her /
and flie put of his helme and his fheld

/
and there he

flepte a grete whyle / And thenne he awoke / and afked her/ 20

yf flie had ony mete / and flie fayd ye /
alfo ye fhalle haue yno-

ugh / and foo there was fette ynough vpon the table / and

theron foo moche p^ he had merueil /
for there was all maner of

metes y he coude thynke on / Alfo he dranke ther the ftrengefl

wyn that euer he dranke / hym thoughte / and there with he 25

was a lytel chafed more than he oughte to be / with that he be-

held the gentilwoman /
and hym thought / fhe was the fayreft

creature that euer he fawe / And thenne fyre Percyual proferd

her loue and prayd her that fhe wold be his
/
Thenne fhe refu-

fed hym in a maner whan he requyred her for the caufe he fhold 30

be the more ardant on her / and euer he feafed not to pray her of

loue /
And whanne flie fawe hym wel enchauffed / thenne fhe

fayd fyr Percyuale wete yow wel I fhall not fulfylle youre

wylle /
but yf ye fwere from henfforth ye fhalle be my true fer-

uaunt / and to doo no thynge but that I fhalle commaunde 35
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fayr lady by the feythc of my body / wel fayd flie now (hal ye
doo with me what foo hit pleafe yow / and now wete ye well /

ye are the knyghtc in the world that I haue mooft defyre to /

5 And thenne two fquyers were commaunded to make a bed

in myddes of the pauelione / And anone flie was vnclothed &
leyd therin / And thenne fyre Percyual leyd hym doune by
her naked /

and by aduenture and grace he fawe his fuerd lye

on the ground naked / in whoos pomel was a reede croffe and

10 the fygne of the crucyfyxe therin / and bethoughte hym on his

knyghthode and his promyfe made to fore hand vnto the good
man / thenne he made a fygne of the croffe in his forhede / & there

with the pauelione torned vp fo doune / and thenne it chaunged
vnto a fmoke / and a blak clowde / and thenne he was adradde

15 and cryed alowde /

rC dapitulum y

Ayr fwete fader Ihefu Cryflc ne lete me not be fha-

med / the whiche was nyghe loft had not thy good gra-

ce ben / And thenne he loked in to a fhyp / and fawe her entre

therin /
Whiche fayd fir Percyual ye haue bitrayed me / and foo

20 fhe wente with the wynde rorynge and yellynge that it femed

alle the water brent after her / Thenne fyr percyual made grete

forowe /
and drewe his fuerd vnto hym / fayeg fythen my fleffh

will be my maifter I fhalle punyffhe it / and there with he rofe

hym felf thurgh the thygh that the blood ftarte aboute hym / &
25 faid O good lord take this in recompenfacion of that I haue do-

ne ageynft the my lord / Soo thenne he clothed hym and armed

hym / and called hym felf a wretche
/ fayenge how nyghe was I

loft / and to haue lofte that I fliold neuer haue geten ageyne /

that -was my vyrgynyte /
for that maye neuer be recouerd af-

30 ter hit is ones lofi: /
and thenne he flopped his bledyng wounde

with a pyece of his fherte / Thus as he made his moue he faw

the fame fhyp come fro Oryent that the good man was in the

day afore /
and the noble kny5t was afhamed with hym felfe

/ &
there with he felle in a fwoune / And whan he awoke he went

35 vnto hym wekely and there he falewed this good man / And
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thenne he afked fyr Percyual how haft thow done fythe I de-

parted / Sir faid he / here was a gentyhvoman and ledde me
in to dedely fynne / And there he told hym all to gyders /

Knewe ye not the mayde fayd the good man / Syr faid he nay
but wel I wote the fende fente her hyther to fliame me / O good 5

knyghte fayd he thow arte a foole / for that gentilwoman was

the maifter fende of helle / the whiche hath power aboue alle de-

uyls / and that was the old lady that thow faweft in thyn ad-

uyfyon rydygnge on the ferpent / Thenne he told fyr Percyuale
how our lord Ihefu Cryft bete hym oute of heuen for his fynne 10

the whiche was the mooft bryghteft angel of heuen / & therfore

he lofle his herytage /
and that was the champyon that thow

foughteft with alle / the whiche had ouercome the / had not the

grace of god ben /
Now beware fyre Percyuale and take thys

for an Enfample / and thenne the good man vanyflhed awey/ 15

Thenne fire Percyual took his armes / and entryd in to the

fhyp / and foo departed from thens

C "ffJ^rc cnftetb tbc fourtentfje boofte/ wbicbc Is of f^r pcrcsual

C Hn5 bere folowetb of fsrc launcelot wbicbe is tbc f^ftentb

boof?
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Hanne the Heremyte had kepte fyr Launcelot

thre dayes / the heremyte gate hym an hors / an

hclme / and a fuerd / ^ And thenne

he departed about the houre of none And then-

5 ne he fawe a lytel hows / And whanne he came nere / he fawe a

Chappel /
and there befyde he fawe an old man that was clo-

thed al in whytc ful rychely / and thenne fire launcelot faide

god faue yow / god kepe yovv fayd the good man / and make

yow a good knyghte / Thenne fyr Launcelot alyghte and en-

10 tred in to the Chappel / and there he fawe an old man dede in

a whyte fhert of paffyng fyne clothe / ^ Sir faid the

good man this man that is dcde oughte not to be in fuche clo-

thynge as ye fee hym in
/

for in that he brake the othe of hys
ordre // For he hath ben more than an C wynter a man of a re-

iS lygyoi) / And thenne the good man and fire Launcelot wente

in to the Chappel /
and the good man tooke a ftole aboute hys

neck and a book / and thenne he coniured on that book / & with

that they fawe in an hydous fygure & horryble / that there was

no man foo hard herted nor foo hard but he fhold haue ben a-

20 ferd / Thenne faide the fende thow haft trauaylled me gretely/
Now telle me what thou wilt with me / I wille faide the go-
od man that thow telle me how my felawe became dede / & whe-

ther he be faued or dampned / Thenne he faid with an horryble

voys / he is not loft but faued / how may that be fayd the good
25 man / It femed to me that he lyued not wel / for he brake his

ordre for to were a flierte /
where he oughte to were none /

And who that trefpaceth ageynft our ordre dothe not wel /

Not foo fayd the fende this man that lyeth here dede was come
of a grete lygnage / and there was a lord that hyghte the er-

30 le de Vale that helde grete werre ageynfte this mans neuewe

the whiche hyghte Aguarus
And foo this Aguarus fawe the Erie was byggar than he /
Thenne he wente for to take counceylle of his vnkel the which

lyeth here dede as ye maye fee /

35 ^ And thenne he af!-;ed leue S: wente oute of his heremytage
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for to mayntene his neuewe ageynft the myghty Erie
/ and fo

hit happed that this man that lyeth here dede dyd fo moche by
his wyfedome and hardynes that the Erie was take and thre

of his lordes by force of this dede man /

C Capitulum i|

"TVA 1 Henne was there pees betwyxe the Erie and this A- 5

^^(^ guarus / & grete feurte that the erle fhold neuer werre

ageynft hym / Thenne this dede man that here lyeth came to this

heremytage ageyne / And thenne the erle made two of his ne-

uewes for to be auenged vpon this man / Soo they came on a

day / and fonde this dede man at the facryng of his maffe
/
and 10

they abode hym tyl he had fayd maffe / And thenne they fet vp-

on hym and drewe oute fwerdes to haue flayne hym / But

there wold no fuerd byte on hym more than vpon a gad of

ftele for the hyghe lord whiche he ferued / he hym preferued /

^ Thenne made they a grete fyre and dyd of alle his clothes
15

and the hayrc of his bak / And thenne this dede man heremyte

fayd vnto them / wene ye to brennc me / it flialle not lye in yo-

ur power nor to peryfflic me as moche as a threde & there were

ony on my body / Noo fayd one of them / hit flialle be affayed / &
thenne they difpoylled hym / and puttc vpon hym this flierte / 20

and cafl hym in a fyre /
and there he laye all that ny^t tyl hit

vv^as daye in that fyre and was not dede / and foo in the morn

I came and fond hym dede / but I fond neyther threde nor

Ikynne tamyd / & foo tookc hym oute of the fyre with grete fe-

re and leyd hym here as ye may fee / And now may ye fuffer 25

me to goo my way /
for I haue fayd yow the fothe

/ And then-

ne he departed with a grete tempeft / Thenne was the good man
and fyr launcelot more gladder than they were to fore / And
thenne fyr launcelot dwelled with that good man that nyght

Sire faid the good man be ye not fir launcelot du lake
/ ye fire 30

faid he / what feke ye in this countrey / fyr fayd fyr launcelot I

goo to feke the aduentures of the Sancgreal / wel fayd he fe-

ke it ye may wel
/ But though it were here ye fhalle haue noo

power to fee hit no more than a blynd man lliold fee a bry3te

fuerd / and that is longe on your fynne / and els ye were more 35
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abeler than ony man lyuynge / And thenne fir launcelot began

to wepc / Thenne fayd the good man were ye confeffid fyth ye

entryd in to the qucft of the Sancgrcal / ye fir fayd fyr launce-

lot / Thenne vpon the morne whanne the good man had fonge

5 his maffe / thenne they buryed the dede man / Thenne fyr laun-

celot fayd / fader what flialle I do / Now fayd the good man/
I requyrc yow take this hayre that was this holy mans and

putte it nexte thy fkynne / and it Ihalle preuaylle the gretely/

fyr and I willc doo hit fayd lir launcelot / Alfo I charge you
10 that ye ete no flefflie as longe as ye be in the qucft of the fanc-

grcal /
nor ye fl:alle drynke noo wyne / and that ye here maffe

dayly and ye may doo hit
/ Soo he took the hayre and putte it

vpon hym and foo departed at euenfonge tyme / And foo rode

he in to a forefte
/
and there he mette with a gentylwoman ry-

15 dynge vpon a whyte palfrey /
and thenne fhe aflced hym fyre

knyght whyder ryde ye / Certes damoyfel fayd launcelot I wo-

te not whyder I ryde but as fortune ledeth me
/
A fyre launce-

lot faid fhe
/

I wote what aduenture ye feke / for ye were afore

tyme nerer than ye be now / and yet flialle ye fee hit more open-

20 ly than euer ye dyd /
and that fhalle ye vnderftande in fhorte

tyme / Thenne fyr launcelot afked her where he myghte be herbe-

rowed that nyghte / ye fhalle not fynde this day nor nyghte but

to morne ye flial fynde herberowe good and eafe of that ye be

in doubte of / And thenne he commaunded her vnto god /

c5 Thenne he rode tyl that he cam to a croffe and took that for his

hooft as for that nyghte

C Capituluiu ^ercium

HNd foo he putte his hors to pafture / and dyd of hys

helme and his fhelde and made his prayers vnto the

Croffe that he neuer falle in dedely fynne ageyne /
And foo he

30 leyd hym doune to flepe /
And anone as he was on flepe / hit

befelle hym there an aduyfyon /
that there came a man afore

hym alle by compas of fterres /
and that man had a crowne

of gold on his hede / and that man ledde in his felaufhyp fe-

uen kynges and two knyghtes / And alle thefe worfhipped

35 the Croffe knelyng vpon their knees / holdyng vp their handes
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toward the heuen / And allc they fayd fair fwete fader of he-

uen come and vyfyte vs and yeldc vnto vs euer^xhe as we

haue deferued / Thenne loked launcelot vp to the heuen / and

hym femed the cloudes dyd open / and an old man came doun

with a company of angels / and alyghte amonge them / & gafe 5

vnto eueryche his bleffynge and called them his feruauntes
/

and good and true knyghtes / And whanne this old man
had fayd thus he came to one of tho knyghtes and fayd I ha-

ue loft alle that I haue fette in the / For thou haft rulyd the

ageynfte me as a warryour and vfed wrong werres with va- 10

yne glory more for the pleafyr of the world than to pleafe me /

therfor thow fhalt be confounded withoute thow j'elde me my
trefour / Alle this aduyfyon fawe fir Launcelot at the Croffe /

And on the morne he took his hors and rode tyl mydday / and

there by aduenture he mette with the fame knyght that took his 15

hors
/ helme and his fuerd whan he flepte whan the Sancgreal

appiered afore the croffe
/
whanne fire launcelot fawe hym / he fa-

lewed hym not fayre but cryed on hyghe / knyghte kepe the /

for thow haft done to me grete vnkyndenes / And thenne they

put afore them their fperes / and fir launcelot came foo fyerfly 20

vpon hym /
that he fmote hym and his hors doune to the erthe

/

that he had nyghe broken his neck / Thenne fir Launcelot tooke

the kn}-ghtes hors that was his owne afore hand / and defcen-

ded from the hors he fat vpon and mounted vpon his own hors

and teyed the knyghtes owne hors to a tree that he myght fyn- 25

de that hors whanne that he was aryfen

^ Thenne fir launcelot rode tyl nyghte /
and by aduentur he met

an heremyte / and eche of hem falewed other / and there he refted

with that good man alle nyght / and gaf his hors fuche as he

myghte gete / Thenne fayde the good man vnto Launcelot / of 30

whens be ye / fyr fayd he I am of Arthurs courte / and my na-

me is fir launcelot du lake
/
that am in the Queft of the Sanc-

greal / And therfor I pray yow to counceylle me of a vyfyon

the whiche I hadde et the Croffe / And foo he tolde hym allc /

C Capttulum quartum
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C Capitulum (Siuartum

II Oo fir launcclot faid the good man / there thou myy
/^^^ tcft vnderftande the hyghe lygnage that thou art comen

of /
And thyne aduyfyon betokeneth after the paffion of Ihc-

fu Crifte fourty yere lofeph of Armathye preched the vyctory

5 of kynge Euelake / that he had in the batails the better of his

enemyes of the feuen kynges and the two knyghtes / the

fyrft of hem is called Nappus an holy man /
and the fecond

hyghte Nacyen in remembraunce of his graunte fyre / and in

hym dwelled oure lord Ihefu Cryft /
And the thyrd was cal-

10 led Hellyas le grofe / and the fourth hyght Lyfays /
and the

fyfthe hyghte lonas / he departed out of his countrey and

went in to walys / and toke there the doughter of Manuel /

where by he had the lond of Gaule
/
and he came to dwelle in

this countrey / And of hym came kynge launcelot thy graute

15 fyre / the whiche there wedded the kynges doughter of Irland

and he was as worthy a man as thow art
/
and of hym cam

kynge Ban thy fader the which was the laft of the feuen kyn-

ges / And by the fir launcelot hit fygnefyeth that the Angels

fayd thou were none of the feuen felaufhips / And the lafte

20 was the ix knyght / he was fygnefyed to a lyon / for he fliold

paffe all maner of erthely knyghtes / that is fyre Galahad /

the whiche thow gate on kynge Eelles doughter / and thou ou-

ght to thanke god more than ony other man lyuynge / for of

a fynner erthely thow haft no piere as in knygthode nor neuer

25 flialle be / But lytyl thanke hall thou gyuen to god for al the

grete vertues that god hath lent the
/

^ Syr faid Launcelot ye faye that that good kny5t is my fone

That ou5teft thow to knowe and no man better faid the good
man / For thow kneweft the doughter of kyng Pelles flef-

30 fliely / and on her thow begatteft Galahad / And that was he

that at the feeft of Pentecoft fatte in the fege peryllous / And
therfor make thow hit knowen openly that he is one of thy

begetynge on kynge Pelles doughter /
for that wyl be youre

worfliip and honour and to alle thy kynred /

35 And I couceyle yovv in no place precc not vpon hym to hauc
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adoo with hym / wel fayd launcelot /
me femeth that good kn-

yghte fliold praye for me vnto the hyghe fader
/
that I falle

not to fynne ageync / Truft thow wel fayd the good man thou

faryft mykel the better for his prayer / but the fone fliall not he-

re the wyckednes of the fader
/
Nor the fader flialle not here the s

wyckednes of the fone
/
but eucrychc flialle bere his owne bur-

then / And therfor befeke thow only god / and he wylle helpe

the in alle thy nedes / And thenne fyr launcelot and he wente

to fouper / and foo leyd hym to reil / and the hayre prycked fo

fyr launcelots flcynne whiche grcued hym ful fore
/
but he toke lo

hit mekely /
and fuffrcd the payne / And foo on the morne /

he

herd his maffe and took his armes / and foo toke his leue /

C Capitulum ©nintum

>^-l Nd thenne mounted vpon his hors / and rode in to a

/^^^ forell; / and helde no hyhe wayc / And as he loked afore

hym /
he fawe a fayre playne /

and befyde that a fayre Cartel /
S: 15

afore the Caftcl were many pauelions of fylke & of dyuerfc

hewe /
And hym femed that he fawe there fyue honderd kny3-

tes rydynge on horfbak
/
and there were two partyes / they that

were of the Caftel were all in blak horfes and their trappours

blak /
and they that were withoute were al on whyte horfes & 20

trappours / and eueryche hurteled to other that it merueylled

fyr launcelot /
And at the lafte hym thoughtc they of the caf-

tel were putte to the werfe / Thenne thoughte fir launcelot for

to hclpc there the weyker party in encrecynge of his chyualry

And foo fyr launcelot threft in among the party of the Caftel 25

and fmote doune a knyghte hors and man to the erthe /
And

thenne he raffhed here and there and dyd merueyllous dedes

of armes /
And thenne he drewc oute his fuerd

/
and ftrake

many knyghtes to the erthe / fo that alle tho that fawe hym mer-

ueylled that euer one knyghte myghte doo foo grete dedes of 30

armes /
But alweyes the whyte knyghtes helde them nyghe

aboute fyr launcelot for to tyere hym and wynde hym /

But att the lafte as a man may not euer endure fyre Laun-

celot waxed fo faynt of fy5tyng & trauaillyng & was fo wery
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of his gretc dedcs / but he myghte not lyfte vp his armes for to

gyne one ftroke fo that he wende neucr to haue borne armes
/ &

thenne they alle took and ledde hym awey in to a foreft
/
and

there made hym to alyghte & to refte hym / And thenne all the

S felaufliyp of the caftel were ouercome for the defaute of hym /

Thenne they fayd alle vnto fyr launcelot bleffid be god /
that

ye be now of oure felaufliyp / for we flialle holde yow in oure

pryfon / and foo they lefte hym with fewe wordes / And thenne

fyr launcelot made gretc forowe / for neuer or now was I ne-

10 uer at turnement nor luftcs but I had the beft / and now I

am fliamed / and thenne he fayd now I am fure that I am
more fynfuller than euer I was / thus he rode forowynge / and

half a day he was oute of defpayre / tyl that he came in to a de-

pe valey / And whanne fyr launcelot fawe he myghte not ryde

15 vp in to the montayne / he there alyghte vnder an Appel tree /

and there he lefte his helme and his (helde / and put his hors

vnto pafture / And then he leid hym doune to flepe / And
thenne hym thoughte there came an old man afore hym / the

whiche fayd A launcelot of euylle feythe and poure byleue /

20 wherfor is thy wille tourned foo lyghtely toward thy dedely

fynne / And whanne he had fayd thus / he vanyffhed away / &
launcelot wyft not where he was become

/
Thenne he tooke his

hors and armed hym /
And as he rode by the way he fawe a

chappel where was a reclufe whiche hadde a wyndowe that fhe

25 myghte fee vp to the Aulter /
And alle aloude fhe called la-

uncelot / for that he femed a knyghte erraunt / And thenne he

came and flie afked hym what he was
/
and of what place / &

where aboute he wente to feke

H
C Capitulum Seytum

Nd thenne he told her alle to gyder word by word

30 /^B^^and the trouthe how it befelle hym at the turnement/
And after told her his aduyfyon that he had had that ny-

ghte in his flepe / and prayd her to telle hym what hit myght
mene / for he was not wel contente with hit /
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^ A Launcelot faycl flie as longe as ye were knyghte of er-

thely knyghthode / ye were the moofi; merueillous man of the

world and mooft aduenturous / ^ Now faid the lady fythen

ye be fette amonge the knyghtes of heuenly aduentures / yf ad-

uenture felle the contrary at that turnement / haue thou no mcr- 5

ueille / for that turnement yefterdaye was but a tokenynge of

oure lord
/ And not for thenne there was none enchauntement

for they at the turnement were erthely knyghtes / The turnemet

was a token to fee who fliold haue moft knyghtes outher Cly-

azar the fone of kynge Pelles or Arguftus the fone of kynge 10

Harlon
/ But Clyazar was alle clothed in whyte / and Ar-

guftus was couerd in blak the whiche were comen / Alle what

this betokeneth I flialle telle yow / ^ The daye of Pentecoft

whan kynge Arthur helde his court / it befelle that erthely ky-

nges and knyghtes toke a turnement to gyders / that is to fay 15

the queft of the Sancgreal /
The erthely knyghtes were they/

the whiche were clothed al in black
/
and the couerynge betoke-

neth the fynnes wherof they be not confeffid / And they with

the couerynge of whyte betokeneth vyrgynyte / and they that

chofen chaftyte /
And thus was the queft begonne in them / 20

Thenne thow behelde the fynners and the good men / and when

thow faweft the fynners ouercome / thow enclyneft to that par-

ty for bobaunce and pryde of the world
/
and alle that muft be

lefte in that queft / ^ For in this queft thow flialte

haue many felawes and thy betters / For thow arte foo feble 25

of euylle trufte and good byleue / this made hit whan thou

were there where they took the / and ledde the in to the foreft /

And anone there appicred the Sancgreal vnto the whyte kn-

yghtes / but thow was foo feble of good byleue and feyth that

thou myghteft not abyde hit for alle the techyngc of the good 30

man /
but anone thou torneft to the fynners / and that caufed

thy myfauenture that thow fholdeft knowe good from euylle /

and vayne glory of the world / the whiche is not worth a pere

And for grete pryde thou madeft grete forow that thou had-

deft not ouercome alle the whyte knyghtes with the keueryng 35

of whyte by whome was betokeneth vyrgynyte & chaftyte /
&

therfor god was wroth with yow / for god loueth no fuche de-

des in this queft / & this aduifion fignefyeth ]?'
thou were of euil
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the whiche wille make the to falle

in to the depe pytte of helle yf thow kepe the not

^ Now haue I warned the of thy vavnc glory / and of thy

prydc / that thow haft many tymes erryd ageynft thy maker

5 beware of euerlaftynge paync / for of alle erthely knyghtes I

haue mooft pyte of the / for I knowe wcl thow haft not thy

pyere of ony erthely fynful man
/ And foo ftie commaunded

fyr launcelot to dyner / And after dyner he toke his hors and

commaunded her to god / and foo rode in to a depe valeye /
and

lo there he fawe a ryuer and an hyhe mc^ntayn / And thorou the

water he muft nedcs paffe / the whiche was hydous /
and then-

ne in the name of god he took hit with good herte
/
and when

he came ouer / he fawe an armed knyghte hors and man black

as ony beare without ony word he fmote fyr launcelots hors

15 to the crthe / and foo he paffed on he wyft not where he was be-

come / And thenne he took his helme and his flielde / & thanked

god of his aduenture

C "ff^cre IcuetF) of tbc ftorg of fyr launcelot

C Hnb fpefte we of fir (Bawaiine tbe wblcbc ts tbe jvj boofi

C Capitulum primum

Hanne fire Gawayne was departed from his

his felaufliyp / he rode long withoute ony aduen-

ture / For he fond not the tenth parte of aduen-

ture as he was wonte to doo / For fyre Gavva-

yn rode from whytfontyde vntyl Mychelmaffe
And fonde none aduenture that pleafyd hym / Soo on a daye
it befelle Gawayne mette with fir E6lor de marys / and eyther

25 made grete loye of other
/
that it were mcrueylle to telle /

And foo they told eueryche other and complayned them gre-

tely that they coude fynde none aduenture /

^ Truly fayd fyre Gawayne vnto fyre E6lor I am nyghe

wery of this queft / and loth I am to folowe further in ftrauge
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Countreyes /
one thynge mcrueilled me fayd fyre Eclor I ha-

ue mette with twenty knyghtes felawes of myn /
and al they

complayne as I doo /
I haue merueille faid fyr Ga-

wayne where that fyr launcelot your broder is
/ Truly faid fire

E6lor I can not here of hym nor of fyr Galahad / Percyuale 5

nor fyr Bors /
lete hem be fayd fyre Gawayne / for they foure

haue no pyeres /
And yf one thyng were not in fyr launcelot /

he had no felavve of none erthely man / but he is as we be
/ but

yf he took more payne vpon hym /
But and thefe four be mette

to gyders / they wille be lothe that ony man mete with hem / for 10

and they fayle of the Sancgreal /
hit is in wafte of alle the re-

menaunt to recouer hit / Thus as E6lor and Gawayne rode

more than eyghte dayes / And on a faterday they fond an old

chappel the whiche was wafted that there femed no man thy-

der repayred / and there they alyghte / and fette their fperes att 15

the dore / and in they entryd in to the chappel /
and there ma-

de their oryfons a grete whyle / And thenne fette hem doune in

the feges of the chappel /
And as they fpak of one thyng and

other / for heuynes they felle on flepe / and there befelle hem both

merueyllous aduentures / Sir Gawayn hym femed he cam in 20

to a medowe ful of herbes and floures
/
And there he fawe a

rake of bulles an honderd and fyfty that were prowd & blak

fauf thre of hem were al whyte and one had a blak fpot / and

the other two were foo fayre and foo whyte that they myght be

no whyter /
And thefe thre bulles whiche were foo fayre were 25

teyed with two ftronge cordes / And the remenaunt of the bul-

les fayd among hem goo we hens to feke better pafture / and fo

fome wente /
and fome came ageyne / but they were fo lene that

they myghte not ftande vp ryghtc / and of the bulles that were

foo whyte that one came ageyne and no mo
/
But whan this 30

whyte bulle was come ageyne amonge thefe other / there rofe

vp a grete crye for lack of wynde y fayled them /
And fo they

departed one here and another there
/

this aduyfon befelle Ga-

wayne that nyght

C Capitulum fecunbum
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m Vt to Ecftor de marys befellc another vyfyon the con-

trary / For hit femed hym that his broder fyre launce-

lot and he alyghte oute of a chayer and lepte vpon ij

horfes / and the one fayde to the other go we fcke that we flial

5 not fynde / and hym thoughte that a man bete fyr launcelot / and

defpoylled hym / and clothed hym in another aray the whiche

was al ful of knottes /
and fette hym vpon an affe / and fo he

rode tyll he cam to the fayreft welle that euer he fawe / and fyre

Laucelot alyghte and wold haue dronke of that welle / And
10 whan he flouped to drynke of the water the water fanke from

hym / ^ And whanne fyre launcelot fawe that he torned and

wente thyder as the hede came fro
/
And in the meane whyle he

trowed that hym felf and fyr Eclor rode tyl that they cam to

a ryche mans hows where there was a weddynge / And there

15 he fawe a kynge / the whiche fayd fyr knyghte here is no place

for yow /
and thenne he torned ageyne vnto the chayer that he

came fro / Thus within a whyle bothe Gawayne and E6lor a-

waked / and eyther told other of their aduyfyon / the whiche

merueylled them gretely / Truly fayd E61:or I flialle neuer be

20 mery tyl I here tydynges of my broder launcelot /

^ Now as they fat thus talkyng they fawe an hand fheuyng

vnto the elbowe /
and was couerd with reed Samyte / And

vpon that henge a brydel not ryght ryche / and helde within the

fyft a grete candel whiche brenned ryght clere /
and foo paffed

25 afore them /
and entryd in to the chappel / and thene vanyfflied

awey and they wyft not where
/
And anone came doune a vo-

yfe whiche fayd knyghtes ful euylle feyth and of poure by-

leue thefe two thynges haue fayled yow /
and therfor ye may

not come to the aduentures of the fancgreal / Thenne fyrft fpak

30 Gawayne and fayd E6lor haue ye herd thefe wordes / ye tru-

ly faid fir E6lor I herd alle / Now goo we fayd fyre E6tor

vnto fome heremyte that wille telle vs of our aduyfyon / for

hit femeth me we labour alle in vayne / and foo they departed

and rode in to a valeye and there mette with a fquyer whiche

35 rode on an hakney /
and they falewed hym fayre / Sire fayd

Gawayne can thou teche vs to ony heremyte / Here is one in a

lytel montayne /
but hit is foo rough there may no hors go thy-

der / and therfore ye mufte goo vpon foote / there flialle ye fynde
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a poure hows
/
and there is nacyen the heremyte which is the

holyeft man in this countrey / and fo they departed eyther from

other /
And thenne in a valey they mette with a knyghte al ar-

med whiche profered hem to lufte as fer as he fawe them / In

the name of god fayd fyr Gawayne / fythc I departed from ca- s

melot / there was none profered me to lufte but ones / and now

Sir faid E6lor lete me lufle with hym / Nay fayd Gawayne ye
fhalle not

/
but yf I be bete / hit fhalle not forthynke me thenne

yf ye goo after me
/ And thenne eyther enbraced other to lufte

and came to gyders as faft as their horfes myghte renne / and lo

braft their fheldes and the mayles / and the one more than the

other /
and Gawayne was wounded in the lyfte fyde / but the

other knyghte was fmyten thorou the breft
/
and the fpere cam

oute on the other fyde /
and foo they felle bothc oute of their fa-

dels
/
and in the fallynge they brak bothe their fperes / Anone 15

Gawayne aroos and fette his hand to his fuerd
/
and cafte his

fheld afore hym /
But alle for nought was it / for the knyght

had no power to aryfe ageyne hym / Thenne faid gawayne ye
muft yelde you as an ouercome ma / or els I may flee you / A
fir knyghte fayd he I am but dede / for goddes fake and of yo- 20

ur gentilnes lede me here vnto an Abbay that I may receyue

my creatour
/ Syre fayd Gawayne I knowe no hows of rely-

gyon here by / Syr fayd the knyghte fette me on an hors to fo-

re yow / and I flialle teche yow / Gawayne fette hym vp in the

fadel /
and he lepte vp behynde hym for to fuftene hym / and foo 25

came to an Abbay where they were wel receyued / and anone

he was vnarmed / and receyued his creatour / Thenne he pra-

yd Gawayne to drawe out the truncheon of the fpere oute of

his body / Thenne Gawayne afl^ed hym what he was that kne-

we hym not
/

I am fayd he of kynge Arthurs courte
/ & was 30

a felawe of the round table / and we were bretheren fworne to

gyders / and now fyr Gawayne thow haft flayne me / and my
name is Vwayne les auoultres that fomtyme was fone vn-

to kynge Vryens / and was in the queft of the Sancgreal / &
now forgyue it the god / for hit flial euer be fayd that the one 35

fworn broder hath flayn thotherr /

[leaf 334]



JEtol! vvi.] [
^'^'^

] [Cbap. Hi.

C Capitulum ^cvcium

HLlas

fayd Gawayne that cucr this myfauenture is be-

fallen me
/
No force fayd Vwayne fythe I fliallc dye

this deth / of a moche more worfliypfuller mans hand

myghte I not dye / but whanne ye come to the Court / recom-

5 maunde me vnto my lord kynge Arthur and alle tho that ben

lefte on lyue / and for old brotherhode thynke on me / Thenne

beganne Gawayne to wepe and Ecftor alfo / And thenne V-

wayne h}-m felf and fyre Gawayne drewe oute the truncheon

of the fpere / and anone departed the foule from the body / Thc-

lo ne fir Gawayne and fir Ector beryed hym as men oughte to

berye a kynges fone
/
and made wryten vpon his name / & by

whome he was flayne /
Thenne departed Gawayne and Eftor

as heuy as they myghte for their myfauentur / and fo rode til

that they came to the rou3 montayne /
and there they teyed the-

:S ir horfes and \vente on foote to the heremytage / And whanne

they were come vp / they fawe a poure hows
/
& befyde the chap-

pel a lytyl courtelage /
where Nacyen the heremyte gadred wor-

tes as he whiche had tafted none other mete of a grete whyle

And whanne he fawe the erraunt knyghtes / he came toward

20 them and falewed them / and they hym ageyne / Faire lordes

faid he what aduentur brought yow hyther / Syr faid Gawa-

yn to fpeke with yow for to be confefTid / Sir faid the heremyte
I am redy /

thenne they told hym foo moche that he wyft well

what they were /
And thenne he thoughte to counceylle hem yf

25 he myght /
Thenne began gawayne fyrft & told hym of his ad-

uyfyon that he had in the Chappel /
and E6lor told hym

alle as it is afore reherccd
/ Sir faid the heremyte vnto fir Ga-

wayne the fayr medowe and the rak theria ought to be vnder-

ftande the round table / and by the medowe oughte to be vnder-

30 ftande humylyte and pacyence / tho ben the thynges whiche ben

alweyes grene and quyck / for men maye no tyme ouerco-

me humylyte and pacyence /
therfor was the round table fou-

den and the Chyualry hath ben at alle tymes / foo by the frater-

nyte whiche was there that fhe myght not be ouercomen / For

35 men fayd fhe was founded in pacyence and in humylyte at the
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Rake ete an honderd and fyfty bullcs /
but they ete not in the

medowe / for their hertes fliold be fette in humylyte and pacy-

ence / and the bullcs were prowde and blak fauf only thre

By the bulles is to vndcrftande the felaufliyp of the round ta-

ble vvhiche for their fynne and their wyckednes ben black/ 5

Blaknes is to faye withoutc good or vertuous vverkes
/ and

the thre bulles which were whyte fauf only one that was fpot-

ted / The two whyte bitokenen fyr Galahad and fir pcrcyual

for they be maydens clene and withoute fpotte / And the th-

yrd that had a fpot fygnefyeth fyr Bors de ganys / which tre- 10

fpaced but ones in his vyrgynyte / but fythen he kept hym felf

fo wel in chaftyte that alle is forgyuen hym and his myfdedes
And why tho thre were teyed by the neckes

/ they be thre kn-

yghtes in vyrgynyte and chaftyte / and there is no pryde fmy-
ten in them / And the blak bulles whiche fayd goo we hens / 15

they were tho whiche at Pentecoft atte the hyhe fceft took vpon
hem to goo in the queft of the Sancgreal / withoute confeffion

they myghte not entre in the medowe of humylyte and pacy-

ence / And therfor they retorncd in to wafte countreyes / that

fygnefyeth dethe
/ for there flialle dye many of them / eueryche of 20

them flialle flee other for fynne / and they that fhallc cfcape /

flialle be foo lene that hit flialle be merueylle to fee them / And
of the thre bulles withoutc fpotte / the one flialle come ageyne/
and the other two ncuer

C Capitulum ^Siuartum

1 I Hennc fpak Nacyen vnto Eclor iothe hit is that la- -5

^^J^ uncelot and ye came doune of one chayer / the chayer bc-

tokcneth maiflerfliip and lordfliyp whiche ye came doune fro /

But ye two knyghtes fayd the heremyte ye goo to feke that ye

flialle neuer fynde that is the Sancgreal For hit is the fecrete

thynge of oure lord Ihcfu Cryfte /
what is to meane that fyre 30

Launcelot felle doune of his hors / he hath left pryde /
and taken

hym to humylyte /
for he hath cryed mercy lowde for his fynne

and fore repented hym / and our lorde hath clothed hym in his

clothyng whiche is ful of knottes that is the hayre that he we-

ryth dayly / ^ And the affc that he rode vpon is a beeft of 35
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humylyte / For god wold not ryde vpon no ftcde nor vpon no

palfrey / So in enfamplc that an affe betokeneth mekencs that

thou fawefl fyr Laiincelot ryde on in thy flepe /
and the wclle

where as the water fanke from hym whanne he fhold haue ta-

5 ken therof
/
And whanne he fawe he myghte not haue it / he re-

torned thyder from whens he came / for the welle betokeneth the

hyghe grace of god / the more men defyre hit to take hit / the mo-

re flialle be their defyre / Soo whanne he came nyghe the Sanc-

greal / he meked hym that he held hym not a man worthy to be

10 foo nyghe the holy veffel / for he had ben foo defouled in dedely

fynne by the fpacc of many yeres / yet whanne he kneled to dr-

ynke of the welle
/ there he fawe grete preuydence of the Sanc-

greal /
And for he had ferued foo longe the deuylle / he fhal ha-

ue vengeaunce four and twenty dayes longe / for that he hath

15 ben the deuyls feruaunt four and twenty yeres / And thenne

foone after he fhalle retorne vnto Camelot oute of this coutrey

and he fhalle faye a parte of fuche thynges as he hath fonde

^ Now wille I telle yow what betokeneth the hande with the

candel and the brydel / that is to vnderflande the holy ghofl whe-

20 re charyte is euer / and the brydel fygnefyeth abftynence / For

whanne flie is brydeled in Cryften mans herte / flie holdeth hym
foo fliorte that he falleth not in dedely fynne / And the candell

whiche fheweth clereneffe and fyghte fygnefyeth the ry3t way
of Ihefu Cryft / And whanne he wente and fayd knyghtes

25 of poure feythe and of wycked byleue / thefe thre thynges fay-

led charyte / abflynence / and trouth / therfor ye maye not attey-

ne that hyhe aduenturr of the Sancgreal

C Capitulum (Siuintum

CErtes

fayd Gawayne / fothely haue ye fayd that I fee

it openly / ^ Now I pray yow good man and holy

fader telle me why we mette not with foo many aduen-

tures as we were wonte to doo / and comynly haue the better /

tf[
I fhalle telle yow gladly fayd the good man / The aduen-

ture of the Sancgreal whiche ye and many other haue vn-

dertake J^e queft of it & fynde it not / the caufe is / for it appiereth
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not to fynners /
wherfore merueylle not though ye fayle therof

and many other /
For ye be an vntrue knyghte / and a grete

murtherer /
and to good men fygnefyeth other thynges than

murther /
For I dar faye as fynful as fyre launcelot hath ben

fythe he wente in to tlie queft of the Sancgreal /
he flevve 5

neuer man /
nor nought flialle tyll that he come vnto Camelot

ageyne /
for he hath taken vpon hym for to forfake fynne / And

nere were that he nys not ftable / but by his thoughte he is ly-

kely to torne ageyne /
he fliold be nexte to encheue it fauf Ga-

lahad his fone
/

but god knoweth his thoughte and his vn- 10

ftabylneffe /
and yet fhalle he dye ryght an holy man / and no

doubte he hath no felawe of no erthely fynful man
/ Sir fayd

Gawayne hit femeth me by your wordes that for oure fynnes

it wylle not auaylle vs to trauaylle in this queft / Truly fa-

yd the good man / there ben an honderd fuche as ye be / that "5

neuer fhalle preuayle / but to haue fliame / And whanne they

had herd thefe voyces they commaunded hym vnto god /

^ Thenne the good man called Gawayne and fayd it is lo-

nge tyme paffed fyth that ye were made knyghte / and neuer

fythen thow feruedeft thy maker / and now thow arte foo old ;o

a tree that in the is neyther lyf ne fruyte / wherfore bethynk the

that thou yelde to oure lord the bare rynde / fythe the fende hath

the leues and the fruyte / Syr faid Gawayne & I had leyfer

I wold fpeke with yow / but my felawe here fyr Eclor is go-

ne and abydeth me yonder bynethe the hylle / wel fayd the go- 25

od man thow were better to be counceylled / Thenne departed

Gawayne ande came to Eclor / and foo took their horfes & rode

tyl they came to a fofters hows whiche herberowed them ry3t

wel / And on the morne they departed from theyr hoofte / and

rode longe or they coude fynde ony aduenture 3°

C Capitulum Seytum

C^l^-Zfi^ Hanne Bors was departed from Camelot / he mette

fl A I with a Relygyous man rydynge on an affe /
and fyre

^^^f^^- Bors falewed hym /
Anon the good man knewe hym

that he was one of the kny3tes erraunt that was in the queft

of the Sancgreal / what are ye fayd the good man / Sire fayd 35
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he / I am a kny^te that fayn wold be counccylled In the quefl

of the Sancgreal /
For he fliall haue moche crthely worfliip that

may bryngc it to an ende / Certes fayd the good man that is

fothe / for he fhallc be the bcft knyghte of the world and the fai-

5 reft of allc the fclaufiiip / But wete yow wel there fliall none

atteyne it but by clennes that is pure confcflion
/ So rode they

to gydcr tyl that they came to an heremytage / And there he pra-

yd Bors to dwelle alle that nyghte with hym / and foo he a-

lyghte and put awey his armour / and prayd hym that he

10 myghte be confeffid /
and foo they wente in to the chappel / and

there he was clene confeffid / & they ete brede and drank wa-

ter to gyder /
Now fayd the good man I praye the that thow

ete none other / tyl that thou fytte at the table where the Sanc-

greal flialle be / Sir fayd he I agree me therto / but how wete

15 yc that I fliall fytte there / yes fayd the good man that knowe

I
/
but there flialle be but fewe of your felawes with yow / All

is welcome fayd fir Bors that god fendeth me / Alfo faid the

good man / in ftede of a flierte and in fygne of chaftyfement ye
fhal were a garment / therfor I pray yow doo of al your clo-

20 thes and your fherte / and foo he dyd / And thenne he tooke

hym a fcarlet cote fo that fhold be in ftede of his fherte / tyll he

had fulfylled the queft of the Sancgreal / and the good man
fond hym in foo merueillous a lyfe / and foo ftable / that he

merueilled and felte that he was neuer corrupte in
fleffliely

25 luftes / but in one tyme that he begat Elyan le blank
/ Thenne

he armyd hym and took his leue and fo departed / And foo

a lytel from thens he loked vp in to a tree / and there he fawe a

paffynge grete byrde vpon an olde tree / and hit was paffyng

drye withoute leues / and the byrd fat aboue and had byrdes

30 the whiche were dede for honger / Soo fmote he hym felf with

his bek the whiche was grete and fharpe / And foo the grete

byrd bledde tyl that he dyed amonge his byrdes / And the yo-

nge byrdes token the lyf by the blood of the grete byrd / whan
Bors fawe this he wyft wel it was a grete tokenynge / For

35 whanne he fawe the grete byrd arofe not / thenne he tooke hys
hors and yede his way / So by euenfonge by aduentur he cam
to a ftrong toure and an hyhe / & there was he lodged gladly /
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C Capitulum Scptimum

HNd whanne he was vnarmed / they ledd hym in to

an hyhe toure where was a lady yonge / lufty and fa-

yre / And fhe reccyued hym with grete loye / and made hym to

fytte doune by her
/
and foo was he fette to foupe with fleffhe /

and many dcyntees / And whanne fyre Bors fawe that / he 5

bethought hym on his penaunce and badde a fquyer to brynge

hym water
/ / And foo he broughte hym /

and he made foppes

therin
/ and cte them / A fayd the lady /

I trowe ye lyke not

my mete / yes truly fayd fyr Bors / god thanke yow madame
but I may ete none other mete this daye / thenne flie fpak no- 10

more as at that tyme /
for flie was lothc to difpleafe hym /

^ Thenne after fouper they fpak of one thynge and other /

With that came a fquyer and fayd / Madame ye muft purueye

yow to morne for a champyor /
for els your fyfter wille haue

this caftel and alfo your landes excepte ye can fynde a kny3t 15

that wille fyghte to morne in your quarel ageynft Prydam le

noyre / Thenne (lie made forowe and fayd / A lord god wherfor

graunted ye to hold my lond wherof I fliold now be diflie-

ryted withoute reafon and ryghte / And whanne fire Bors

had herd her fay thus
/
he fayd I flialle comforte yow / Syr fa- 20

yd fhe I flial telle yow there was here a kynge that hyghte

Anyaufe / whiche held alle this land in his kepynge / Soo hit

myfhapped he loued a gentilwoman a grete dele elder than I

Soo tooke he her alle this land to her kepyng / and all his men

to gouerne /
and (lie brought vp many euylle cuftommes whe- 25

re by (he putte to dethe a grete party of his kynnefmen / And
whanne he fawe that / he lete charce her oute of this land / and

bytoke hit me
/
and alle this land in my demenys / but anone

as that worthy kynge was dede / this other lady beganne to

werre vpon me / and hath deftroyed many of my men / & tour- 30

ned hem ageynfle me / that I hauc wel nyghe no man lefte me
And I haue nought els but this hyhe toure that fhe lefte me
And yet flie hath promyfed me to haue this Toure withoute

I can fynde a knyghte to fyghte with her Champyon / Now
telle me fayd fyr Bors

/ what is that Prydam le noyre / fyre 35

fayd fhe he is the mooft doubted man of thys land / ^ Now
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may ye fend her word that yc hauc fond a knyghte that fhall

fyghte with that Prydam Ic noyre in goddes quarel & yours /

Thcnne that lady was not a lytel glad /
and fcntc word that

fhe was purueyed /
and that nyghte Bors had good chere/

5 but in no bedde he wold come / but leyd hym on the floore / nor

neuer wold doo otherwyfe tyl that he had met with tire queft

of the Sancgreal /

C Capitulum ©ctauum

mNd
anone as he was a flepe / hym befelle a vyfyon /

that there came to hym two byrdes / the one as whyte

10 as a fwan / and the other was merueyllous blak / but it was

not foo grete as the other / but in the lykenes of a Rauen / the-

ne the whyte byrd came to hym / and fayd / and thou woldeft

gyue me mete and ferue me
/

I {hold gyue the allc the ryches

of the world /
And I fhalle make the as fayre and as why-

15 te as I am /
Soo the whyte byrd departed / and there came the

blak byrd to hym & fayd / & thou wolte ferue me to morowe &
haue me in no defpyte / though I be blak / for wete thow wel /

that more auayleth my blaknes than the others whytnes / and

thenne he departed /
and he had another vyfyon / hym thoughte/

20 that he came to a grete place whiche femed a chappel /
& there he

fonde a chayer fette on the lyfte fyde whiche was worme eten /

and feble
/
And on the ryghte hand were two floures lyke a

lylye / and the one wold haue benome the others whytnes

But a good man departed hem that touched not the other / &

25 thenne oute of eueryche floure came oute many floures and fr-

uyte grete plente / Thenne hym thoughte the good man fayd/

(hold not he doo grete foly that wold lete thefe two floures pe-

ryffhe for to focoure the rotten tree that hit felle not to the erthe

Syr fayd he
/

it femeth me that this woode myghte not auayle

30 Now kepe the fayd the good man that thou neuer fee fuchc ad-

uenture befalle the
/
Thenne he awaked and made a fygne of

the croffe in myddes of the forhede / and foo rofe
/
& clothed hym

and there came the lady of the place / and fhe falewed hym / &
he her ageyne / and fo wente to a chappel and herd their feruyfe

35 And ther came a companye of knyghtes that the lady had fent
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for to ledc fir Eors vnto bataille / Thenne afkcd he his armcs

And whanne he was armed /
ilic prayd hym to take a lytyl

morfel to dyne / Nay madame fayd he / that flialle I not do tyll

I haue done my bataille by the grace of god / And foo he lept

vpon his hors / and departed alia the knyghtcs and men with s

hym / And as foone as thefe two ladyes mette to gydcr / She

whiche Bors fhold fyghte for complayned her and fayd ma-

dame ye haue done me wronge to bircue me of my landes that

kynge Anyaus gaf me / and ful lothe I am there fliold be o-

ny bataille / ye fliallc not chefe fayd the other lady or els youre 10

knyghte withdrawe hym /
Thenne ther was the crye made whi-

che party had the better of tho two knyghtes that his lady fli-

old reioyfe allc the lande / Now departed the one knyghte here/

and the other there /
Thenne they came to gyders with fuche a

raundon that they perced their flieldes and their hauberkes / & 15

the fperes flewc in pyeces / and they wounded eyther other fo-

re / Thenne hurteled they to gyders fo that they felle both to the

erthe / and their horfes betwix their legges /
and anone they a-

rofe and fette handes to their fwerdes / and fmote echone other

vpon the hedes that they made grete woundes and depe that the 20

blood wente outc of her bodyes / For ther fond fir Bors gret-

ter defence in that knyght more than he wende / For that Pry-

dam was a paffynge good knyghte / and he wounded fir bors

ful euyl and he hym ageyne / but euer this Prydam helde the

ftoure in lykc hard / That perceyued fire Bors and fuffred 25

hym tyl he was nyghe attaynte / ^ And thenne he ranne vpon

hym more and more
/
and the other wente bak for drede of deth

Soo in his withdrawynge he felle vp ryght /
and fyre Bors

drewe his helme foo ftrongly that he rente hit fro his hedc
/
and

gafe hym grete ftrokes with the flatte of his fwerd vpon the 30

vyfage /
and bad hym yelde hym or he fliold flee hym /

Thenne he cryed hym mercy and fayd Faire knyght for god-

des lone flee mc not
/
and I flialle enfure the neuer to werre a-

geynft thy lady /
but be alwey toward her

/
Thenne Bors lete

hym be / thenne the old lady fledde with alle her knyghtes 35

C Capitulum (y
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C Capitulum nonum

SOo
thenne came Bors to alle tho that held landcs of

his lady / and fayd he fliold deftroye hem / but yf they

dyd fuche feruyfe vnto her as longed to their landes / Soo they

dyd their homage and they that wold not were chaced oute

5 of their landes / Thenne befelle that yonge lady to come to her

eftate ageyne by the myghty proweffe of fyr Bors de ganys
Soo whan alle the countrey was wel fet in pees / thenne fyre

Bors toke his leue and departed / and flic thanked hym gre-

tely / and wold haue gyuen hym grete rycheffe but he refufed

10 hit / Thenne he rode alle that day tyl nyght / and came to an

herberowe to a lady whiche knewe hym wel ynough / & maade

of hym grete loye / Vpon the morne as foone as the day appie-

red / Bors departed from thens / and foo rode in to a forefte /

vnto the houre of mydday / and there bifelle hym a merueyllo-

15 us aduenture / So he mette at the departyng of the two wayes
two knyghtes that ledde lyonel his broder al naked bounden

vpon a ftraunge hakney / & his handes bounden to fore his breft

And eueryche of hem helde in his handes thornes where with

they wente betynge hym fo fore that the blood trayled doune

20 more than in an honderd places of his body / foo that he was

al blood to fore and behynde / but he faid neuer a word as he

whiche was grete of herte / he fuffred alle that euer they dyd
to hym as though he had felte none anguyfflie / Anone fyre

Bors dreffid hym to refcowe hym that was his broder / and

25 foo he loked vpon the other fyde of hym / and fawe a knyghte
whiche brought a fair gentylwoman / and wold haue fet her

in the thyckeft place of the foreft for to haue ben the more furer

oute of the way from hem that fought hym / And llie whiche

was no thynge affured cryed with an hyghe voys Saynte

30 mary focoure your mayde

^ And anone fhe afpyed where fyre Bors came rydynge /

And whanne fhe came nygh hym / flie demed hym a knyghte
of the round table

/ wherof fhe hoped to haue fome comforte / &
thenne flie coniured hym by the feythe that he ought vnto hym

35 in whos feruyfe thow arte entryd in / and for the feythe ye o-

we vnto the hyghe ordre of knyghthode / & for the noble kyng
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Arthurs fake that I fuppofe that made the knyght that thow

help me / and fuffre me not to be fliamed of this knyghte /

^ Whanne Bors herd her faye thus
/
he had foo moche forowe

there he nyft not what to doo / For yf I lete my broder be in ad-

uenture he muft be flayne / and that wold I not for alle the 5

erthe And yf I help not the mayde / fiie is fliamed for euer
/

and alfo flie fliall lefe her vyrgynyte / the whiche flie flial neuer

gete ageyne /
Thenne lyfte he vp his eyen and fayd wcpynge/

Fair fwete lord Ihefu Cryfte whoos lyege man I am kepe

Lyonel my broder that thefe knyghtes flee hym not / and for 10

pyte of yow / and for Mary fake I flialle focoure this mayde/

C Capitulum y

I Ilenne dreffid he hym vnto the knyghte / the whiche

^^J^ had the gentylwoman / and thenne he cryed fir kny-

ghte lete your hand of that mayden or ye be but dede
/
& thenne

he fette doune the mayden /
and was armed at alle pyeces fauf 15

he lacked his fpere / Thenne he dreffid his flield
/
and drewe

oute his fvverd
/
and Bors fmote hym foo hard that it went

thurgh his flielde and haberion on the lyfte fliolder
/
and tho-

rowe grete ftrengthe he bete hym doune to the erthe / and at the

pullynge oute of Bors fpere there he fwouned / 20

^ Thenne came Bors to the mayde / and fayd how femeth it

yow of this knyghte / ye be delyuerd at this tyme / ^ Now fir

faid flie I praye yow lede me there as this knyghte hadde me
foo fhall I do gladly / & took the hors of the wounded kny3ght
and fette the gentylwoman vpon hym / and foo broughte her 25

as flie defyred / Sir knyghte fayd fhe / ye haue better fped than

ye wend /
for and I had loft my maydenhede / fyue honderd men

fliold haue dyed for hit / what knyghte was he that had yow
in the foreft / by my feithe fayd flie / he is my cofyn / So wote I

neuer with what engyn the fende enchauffed hym /
for yeflerday 30

he took me from my fader pryuely /
for I nor none of my faders

men myftrufted hym not / And yf he hadde hadde my mayden-
hede

/
he fliold haue dyed for the fynne & his body fliamed &

diflionoured for euer / Thus as flie flood talkynge with hym
there came twelue knyghtes fekyng after her

/
and anone flie 35
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told hem alle how Bors had dclyucrd her
/ thcnnc they maad

grete loyc and bcfoughtc hym to come to her fader a grctc lord

and he Ihold be ryght welcome / Truly fayd Bors that may
not be at this tyme /

for I haue a grete aduentur to doo in this

5 countrey / Soo he commaunded hem vnto god and departed /

Thcnnc fyr Bors rode after Lyonel his brodcr by the trace of

their horfes
/
thus he rode fckyng a grete whyle / Thcnnc he ouer-

toke a man clothed in a Relygyous clothynge / and rode on a

flronge black hors blacker than a bery /
and fayd fyre kny5te

10 what feke yow / Syre fayd he I feke my broder that I fawe

within a whyle beten with two knyghtes / A Bors difcom-

forte yow not / ne falle in to no wanhope / for I fliall telle you

tydynges fuche as they ben / for truly he is dede
/ Thenne fliewcd

he hym a newe flayne body lyenge in a bufflie / and it femed

IS hym wcl that it was the body of Lyonel / and thenne he made

fuche a forowe that he felle to the erthe all in a fwoune / and

lay a grete whyle there / And whanne he came to hym felfe /
he

faid Faire brother fyth the company of yow and me is depar-

ted fhall I neuer haue loye in my herte / and now he whiche

20 I haue take vnto my maifter / he be my help / And whanne he

had fayd thus / he toke his body lyghtely in his armes / and

putte hit vpon the arfon of his fadel / And thenne he fayd to

the man canft thow telle me vnto fomme chappel where that I

may burye this body / Come on faid he
/ here is one faft by / and

25 foo longe they rood tyl they fawe a fayre Toure /
and afore it

there femed an old feble chappel / And thenne they alyght bo-

the and put hym in to a Tombe of marbel

C Capitulum yj

mOw
leue we hym here fayd the good man

/ and goo
we to oure herberowe tyl to morowe we wille come he-

re ageyne to doo hym feruyfe / Sir fayde Bors be ye a

preeft / ye forfothe fayd he
/
thenne I pray yow telle me a drcme

that befalle to me ]f lafb ny5t / Say on fayd he
/ thcnnc he began

foo moche to telle hym of the grete byrd in the foreft
/
And af-

ter told hym of his byrdes one whyte / another black
/
and of
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of the rotten tree and of the whyte floures / fyre I flialle telle

yow a parte now and the other dele to morovve / The whyte fo-

ule betokeneth a gentylwoman fayre and ryche whiche loued

the peramours / and hath loued the longe

^ And yf thou warne her loue flie fhalle goo dye anone yf 5

thou haue no pyte on her /
that fygnefyeth the grete byrd /

the

whiche flialle make the to warne her / ^ Now for noo fere that

thou haft ne for no drede that thow hafte of god / thow fiialte

not warne her but thou woldell not do hit for to be holden chaft

for to conquere the loos of the veyne glory of the world / for 10

that fhalle befalle the now and thou warne her that Launce-

lot the good knyghte thy cofyn flialle dye / And therfore men

flialle now faye y thow art a man fleer / both of thy broder fyre

Lyonel and of thy cofyn fyre launcelot du lake / the whiche

thow myghtefl haue faued and refcowed eafyly / But thow 15

wenefl: to refcowe a mayde whiche perteyneth no thynge to the

^ Now loke thow whether hit had ben gretter harme of thy

broders deth or els to haue fuffred her to haue loft her maydcn-
hode / ^ Thenne aflvcd he hym hafte

thow herd the tokens of thy drcme the whiche I haue told to 20

yow /
Ye forfothe fayd fyre Bors / alle youre expofycyon and

declarynge of my dreme I haue wel vnderftande and herd /

Thenne faid the man in this black clothynge / thenne is hit in

thy defaute yf fire Launcelot thy cofyn dye / ^ Syre faid bors

that were me lothe /
for wete ye wel there is no thynge in the 25

world but I had leuer doo hit than to fee my lord fire laun-

celot du lake to dye in my defaute

Chefe ye now the one or the other faid the good man / And
thenne he led fyre Bors in to an hyghe Toure

/
and there he

fonde knyghtes and ladyes tho ladycs fayde he was wel 30

come / and foo they vnarmed hym / ^ And whanne he was in

his dobblet / men broughte hym a mantel furred with ermyn
and putte hit aboute hym /

and thenne they made hym fuche che-

re that he hadde forgeten alle his forowe and anguyfflie /

and only fette his herte in thefe delytes and deyntees / & tooke 35

noo thoughtc more for his broder fyre Lyonel reyther of fyre

Launcelot du lake his cofyn /
And anone came oute of a ch-

amber to bym the fayreft lady that euer he fawe & more rycher
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byfene than eucr he fawe Queue Gueneuer or ony other eflat

Lo faj'd they fyrc Bors here is the lady vnto whome we owe

alle oure feruyfe / and I trowe flie be the rycheft lady and the

fayrefl: of alle the world / and the whiche loueth yow beft abo-

5 ue alle other knyghtes / for flic wille haue no knyght but yow
And whanne he vndcrflood that langage he was abaffhed

/

Not for thenne fhe falewed hym / and he her / and thenne they
fatte doune to gyders and fpak of many thynges / in foo moche

that fhe befoughte hym to be her loue / for flie had loued hym a-

10 bone alle erthely men / and flie fhold make hym rycher than e-

uer was man of his age / ^ Whanne Bors vnderftood her

wordes / he was ryght euyll at eafe / whiche in no maner wold

not breke chafl:yte / foo wyft not he how to anfuer her /

H
C Capitulum yij

Lias fayd fhe Bors flialle ye not doo my wylle / Ma-

15 j^^r^dame faid Bors
/ there is no lady in this world whos

wylle I wylle fulfylle as of this thynge / for my broder lyeth

dede whiche was flayne ryght late / A Bors fayd flie I haue

loued yow longe for the grete beaute I haue fcne in yow / and

the grete hardynes that I haue herd of yow that nedes ye muft

20 lye by me this nyghte / & therfor I praye yow graunte it me /

^ Truly fayd he I flialle not doo hit in no maner wyfe / then-

ne fhe made hym fuche forowe as though flic wold haue dyed/
wel Bors fayd fhe vnto this haue ye broughte me nyghe to

myn ende
/
And there with flie took hym by the hand

/ & baddc

25 hym behold her / and ye flial fee how I fhalle dye for your lo-

ue
/
A fayd thenne he that flialle I neuer fee / Thenne flie depar-

ted and wente in to an hyhe batilment / and led with her

twelue gentylwymmen / and whan they were aboue one of the

gentylwymmen cryed and fayd ^ A fyr Bors gentil kny-

30 ghte haue mercy on vs all
/
and fuffre my lady to haue her wil

And yf ye doo not we mufte fuffre deth with oure lady for to

falle doune of thys hyhe towre / And yf ye fuffre vs thus to

dye for foo lytel a thynge / alle ladyes and gentilwymmen

wylle fayc of you diflionour
/ ^ Thenne loked he vpward
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they femed alle ladyes of grete eftate and rychely and well

byfene / thenne had he of hem grete pyte /
not for that he was vn-

counceilcd in hym felf that leuer he had they alle had lofte

their foules than he his / and with that they felle adoune alle

at ones to the erthe / And whan he fawe that / he was al a- 5

baffhed /
and had therof grete merueylle /

with that he bleffyd

his body and his vyfage / And anone he herd a grete noyfe &
a grete crye as though alle the fendes of helle had ben aboute

hym / and there with he fawe neyther toure ne lady ne gentyl-

woman nor no chappel where he broughte his brodcr to / 10

Thenne helde he vp bothe his handes to the heuen and fayd / fa-

yre fader god I am greuoufly efcaped / and thenne he tooke

his armes and his hors and rode on his way / Thenne he herde

a clok fmyte on his ryght hand / and thydder he came to an

Abbay on his ryght hand clofyd with hyhe walles / and there 15

was lete in
/ thenne they fuppofed that he was one of the quefl

of the Sancgrcal /
So they ledde hym in to a chamber and vn-

armed hym / Syrs fayd fyr Bors yf there be ony holy man in

this hows
/

I pray yow lete me fpeke with hym /
Thenne one

of hem ledde hym vnto the Abbot whiche was in a Chappel / 20

And thenne fyr Bors falewed hym / and he hym ageyne / fir

faid Bors I am a knyght erraunt / and told hym all the ad-

uenture whiche he had fene / Sir knyght fayd the Abbot I

wote not what ye be
/ for I wende neuer that a knyght of yo-

ur age myghte haue ben foo flrong in the grace of our lord Ihe- 25

fu Cryft /
Not for thenne ye fhall go vnto your reft

/
for I wyll

not counceyle yow this day / hit is to late / and to morowe I

fhalle counceyle yow as I can

C Capitulum yiij

HNd
that nyghte was fyre Bors ferued rychely / and

on the morne erly he herd maffe / and the Abbot came 30

to hym / and bad hym good morow /
and Bors to hym

ageyne /
And thcne he told hym he was a felawe of the queft

of the Sancgreal / and how he had charge of the holy man to

ete brede and water / ^ Thenne oure lord Ihefus Cryfte

fhewed hym vnto yow in the lykenes of a fowle that fuffred 35
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gretc anguyfdic for vs fyn he was puttc vpon the croffc
/
and

bicdde his herte blood for mankyndc / there was the token and

the lykencs of the Sancgrcal that appicred afore yow / for the

blood that the grete foule bled reuyucd the chyckens from deth

5 to lyf /
And by the bare tree is betokened the world whych is

naked and withoute fruyte but yf hit come of oure lord
/ Al-

fo the lady for whome yc fought for and kyng Anyaus whi-

che was lord there to fore betokcneth Ihefu Cryfte / whichc is

kynge of the world
/
and that he foughte with the champyon

10 for the lady / this hit betokeneth / for whanne he took the bata-

ille for the lady / by her fliall ye vnderftande the newe lawe of

Ihefu Cryft and holy chirche / and by the other lady ye Ihalle

vnderftande the old lawe and the fende whiche al day werrith

ageynft holy chirche / therfor ye dyd your bataille with ryghte

15 For ye be Ihefu Cryftes knyghtes / therfor ye oughte to be de-

fenders of holy chirche / And by the black byrd myghte ye vn-

derftande holy chirche whiche fayth I am blak
/ but he is faire

And by the whyte byrd myghte men vnderftande the fende
/
&

I flialle telle yow how the fwan is whyte withoute forth and

20 blak within / hit is ypocryfy whiche is withoute yelowe or pa-

le
/
and femeth withoute forth the feruauntes of Ihefu Cryfte

but they ben within foo horryble of fylthe and fynne and be-

gylc the world euylle /
Alfo whanne the fende appiered to the

in lykenes of a man of relygyon and blamyd the that thow

25 lefte thy broder
/
For a lady foo ledde the where thow femyd thy

broder was flayne /
but he is yet on lyue / and alio was for to

putte the in errour and brynge the vnto wanhope and leche-

ry / for he knewe thou were tendyr herted / &,all was / for thou

flioldeft not fynde the bleffid aduenture of the Sancgrcal / and

30 the thyrdde foule betokeneth the ftronge bataille ageynft the fa-

ir ladyes whiche were alle deuyls / Alfo the drye tree and the

whyte lylye the drye tree bitokeneth thy broder Lyonel whiche

is drye withoute vertue /
and therfore many men oughte to

calle hym the rotten tree and the worme eten tree / for he is a

35 murtherer and doth contrary to the ordre of knyghthode / And

the two whyte floures fygnyfyen two maydens / the one is a

knyght whiche was wounded the other day / and the other is

the gentylwoman whiche ye refcowed and why the other flo-

[Icaf 341 verso]



fflool! Evl.] [ "583 ] [Cbap. rif.

ure drewe nyghe the other /
that was the knyghtc which wold

haue defowled her and hym felf bothe
/
and fyr Bors ye had

ben a grete foole and in grete perylle for to haue fene tho two

floures peryfflie for to focoure the roten tree /
for and they had

fynned to gyder they had ben dampned /
and for that ye re- 5

fcowed hem botlic /
men myghte calle yow a veray knyghte and

feruaunt of Ihcfu Cryfte /

C Capitulum yiiij

i 1 Henne wente fir Bors from thens and commaunded

^^jj^ the Abbot vnto god /
And thenne he rode alle that day

and herberowed with an old lady /
And on the morne he ro- lo

de to a Cartel in a valey /
and there he mette with a yoman go-

ynge a grete paas toward a forcftc
/ Saye me fayd fyre Bors

canft thow telle me of ony adnenture / Syre fayd he / here fliall

be vnder this Caftle a grete and a merueyllous turnement /

of what folkes flial hit be fayd fyr Bors / The erle of playns i;

flial be in the one party /
& the ladyes ncucw of Heruyn on the

other party /
thenne bors thou5t to be there yf he ^ my5t mete with

his broder fyr Lyonel or ony other of his felaufliyp / whyche

were in the queft of the Sancgreal /
And thenne he torned to

an hermytage that was in the entre of the forcfte / And when 20

he was come thyder /
he fonde there fyr Lyonel his broder whi-

che fat al armed at the entre of the Chappel dore for to abyde

there herberowe tyl on the morn that the turnement fliallc be
/

And whanne fir Bors fawe hym /
he had grete loye of hym/

that it were mcrueil to telle of hys loye / And thenne he a- 25

lyghte of his hors
/
and fayd fair fwete broder whanne cam ye

hydder /
Anone as Lyonel fawe hym he faid ^ A Bors ye

maye not make none auaunt /
but as for you I my5t haue ben

flayn whan ye fawe two kny3tes ledyng me awey betyng me

ye lefte me for to focoure a gcntilwoman /
and fuffred me in pe- 30

rylle of deth
/

for neuer erft ne dyd no broder to another fo gre-

te an vntrouthc
/
And for that myfdede now I cnfure you but

deth /
for wel haue ye deferucd it

/
therfore kepe the from henffor-

ward / and that flial ye fynde as foone as I am armed /
whan

fir Bors vnderftood his broders wrath / he knelyd doune to 35
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the erthe / and cryed hym mercy / holdyng vp both his handcs

and prayd hym to forgyue hym his euyll wylle / Nay fayd

Lyonel that fliallc neucr be and I maye haue the hyher hand

that I make myn auowe to god / thow flialt hauc dethe for it

S for it were pyte ye lyued ony longer / Ryghte foo he wente in

and took his harneis and mounted vpon his hors /
and cam

to fore hym and fayd / Bors kepe the from me / for I fliall do

to the as I wold to a felon or a traytour /
for yc be the vntrueft

knyght that euer came oute of foo worthy an hows / as was

10 kynge Bors de ganys / whiche was ourc fader
/ therfore ftarte

vpon thy hors /
and foo flialle ye be mooft at your auauntage

And but yf ye wylle / I wille renne vpon yow there as ye

ftande vpon foote / and foo the fliame flialle be myn / and the

harme yours / but of that fliamc ne reke I noughtc / whan fyr

'5 Bors fawc that he muft fyghte with his brodcr or els to dye/
he nyfl what to doo / thenne his herte counceyled hym not therto

in as moche as Lyonel was borne or he / wherfor he ought to he-

re hym reuerence
/ yet kneled he doune afore Lyonels hors feet/

and fayd fair fwete brodcr haue mercy vpon me / and fle me

2o not /
and haue in remembraunce the grete loue whiche oughte to

be bitwene vs tweyne / what fyr Bors fayd to Lyonel he ro-

ughte not / for the fende had broughte hym in fuchc a wyl that

he fliold flee hym /
Thenne whanne Lyonel fawe he wold none

other / and that he wold not haue ryfen to gyue hym bataille/

25 he raffhed ouer hym fo that he fmotc Bors with his hors feete

vpward to the erthe / and hurte hym fo fore that he fwouned

of diftreffe / the whiche he felte in hym felf to haue dyed with-

oute confeffion / Soo whanne Lyonel fawe this / he alyghte of

his hors to haue fmyten of his hede / And foo he toke hym by

30 the helme / and wold haue rente hit from his heed
/ ^ Thenne

came the heremyte rennyng vnto hym whiche was a good man

and of grete age /
and wel had herd alle the wordes that we-

re bitwene them /
and foo felle doune vpon fyre Bors

z.
C Capitulum yv

Henne he fayd to Lyonel A gentyl knyghte haue mer-

35 ^^i^ cy vpon me and on thy brodcr /
for j-f thow flee hym /
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thow fhalte be dede of fynnc /
and that were forouful / for he is

one of the worthyeft knyghtes of the world / and of the beft

condycyons / Soo god me help fayd Lyonel fyr preeft / but yf

ye flee from hym I fhall flee yow / and he flialle neuer the fo-

oner be quyte / Certes fayd the good man I haue leuer ye flee 5

me than hym / for my dethe fhalle not be grete harme not halfe

foo moche as of his / wel fayd Lyonel I am greed / and fette

his hand to his fwerd and fmote hym foo hard that his he-

de yede bakward / Not for that he reftrayned hym of his euyll

wylle / but took his broder by the helme and vnlaced hit to ha- 10

ue ftryken of his hede
/
and had flayn hym withoute fayle but

foo it happed Colgreuaunce a felawe of the round table cam

at that tyme thyder as oure lordes wylle was /
And whanne

he fawc the good man flayne he merueylled moche what it

myght be / And thenne he beheld Lyonel wold haue flayne 15

his broder /
and knewe fyre Bors whiche he loued ry5t wel

Thenne ftarte he doune and toke Lyonel by the (holders and

drewe hym flrongly abak from Bors / and fayd Lyonel wylle

ye flee your broder the worthyeft knyghte of the world one / &
that fliold noo good man fuffer

/ why fayd Lyonel / wylle ye 20

lette me
/
therfor yf ye entermete yow in this I fliall flee you

and hym after
/ why fayd Colgreuaunce is this fothc that ye

wille flee hym /
flee hym wylle I fayd he

/
who fo faye the con-

trary / For he hath done fo moche ageynft me
/
that he hath wel

deferued it /
and foo ranne vpon hym / and wold haue fmyten 25

hym thurgh the hede
/
and fir Colgreuaunce ranne betwyx them

and fayd & ye be fo hardy to do foo more we two fhal medle

to gyders / when Lyonel vnderftood his wordes / he took his fh-

eld afore hym / and afked hym what that he was / and he told

hym Colgreuaunce one of his felawes /
Thenne Lyonel defyed 30

hym /
and gaf hym a grete ftroke thurgh the helme

/ Thenne he

drewe his fuerd / for he was a paffyng good kny5te / and defen-

ded hym ry3t manfully /
foo longe dured the batail that Bors

rofe vp all anguyffhly & behelde Colgreuaunce the good kny-

ght fought with his broder for his quarel / thenne was he full 35

fory and heuy /
and thoughte yf Colgreuaunce flee hym / that

was his broder /
he fliolde neuer haue loye / And yf his broder

flew Colgreuauce the fliame fhold euer be myn / Thenne wolde
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he haue ryfen to haue departed them / but he had not foo mochc

myghte to flande on foote / foo he abode hym foo longe tyl Col-

greuauncc had the werfe
/ for Lyonel was of gretc chyualrye

and ryghte hardy / for he had perced the hauberk and the helme

S that he abode but dcthc / For he had loft moche of his blood that

it was merueylle that he myghte ftande vp ryghte / Thenne be-

held he fyr Bors whiche fat dreffynge hym vpward and faid

A Bors why come ye not to cafle me oute of perylle of dcthe

wherin I haue put me to focoure yow whiche were ryght now
10 nyghe the dethe / Certcs faid Lyonel that fliall not auayle you

for none of you flialle bere others waraunt / but that ye flialle

dye bothe of my hand
/ when Bors herd that

/ he dyd foo moche

he rofe and putte on his helme
/
Thenne perceyued he fyrfte the

heremyte preeft whiche was flayne / thenne made he a merueil-

'5 lous forowe vpon hym /

C Capitulum yvj

/^^i^ Hcnne ofte Colgreuaunce cryed vpon fyre Bors /

1 Why wylle ye lete me dye here for your fake / yf it ple-

^^J^ fe yow that I dye for yow the dethe / it willc pleafc me
the better for to faue a worthy man

/
with that word fyre Lyo-

20 nel fmote the helme from his hede / Thenne Colgreuaunce

fawe that he myght not efcape / thenne he fayd Fair fvvete Ihe-

fu that I haue myfdoo haue mercy vpon my fowle
/
For fuche

forowe that my herte fuffreth for goodenes and for almes dede

that I wold haue done here
/
be to me a lygement of pcnaunce

25 vnto my foules helthe / At thefe wordes Lyonel fmote hym foo

fore that he bare hym to the erthe / foo wlianne he had flayne

Colgreuaunce /
he ranne vpon his broder as a fendly man

/ &

gaf hym fuche a flroke that he made hym ftoupc /
and he that

was ful of humylyte prayd hym for goddcs loue to leue this

30 bataille / For and hit befelle fayre broder that I flewe yow or

ye me / we fhold be dede of that fynnc / ^ Ncuer god me help

but yf I haue on yow mercy and I maye haue the better

hand / Thenne drewe Bors his fuerd al wepynge and fayd /

Faire brother god knoweth myn entente / A fayre broder ye

35 haue done ful cuyllc this dayc to flee fuche an holy precfl the
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whiche neuer trefpafl /
Alfo ye hauc flayne a gentyl knyghte

and one of oure felavves / And wel wote ye that I am not a-

ferd of yow grctely /
but I drede the wrathe of god / and this

is an vnkyndcly wcrre /
therefore god flievve myracle vpon vs

bothe / Now god haue mercy vpon me
/ though I defende my 5

lyf ageynft my broder / with that Bors lyfte vp his hand
/ &

wold haue fmyten his broder /

C Capitulum yvij

B^-l Nd tlicne he herd a voyce that fayd flee bors & touche

/^^^hym not
/

or els thow fliall flee liym / Ryght fo aly5t

a clowde betwixe them in lykenes of a fyre and a merueyllo- 10

us flamme that bothe her two flieltes brente / ^ Thenne were

they fore affrayed that they fe'Ie bothe to the crthe / and laye

there a grete whylc in a fwoune / And whanne they came to

them felf Bors fawe that his broder had no harme / thenne he

held vp bothe his handcs / for he dradde god had taken venge- 15

aunce vpon hym / with that he herd a voyce faye Bors go hens

and bere thy broder noo lenger felaufliyp /
but take thy way a-

none ryghte to the fee
/
For fire Percyual abydeth the there /

Thenne he fayd to his broder fayr fwete broder forgyue me for

goddes loue alle that I haue trefpaced vnto yow / Thenne he 20

anfuerd God forgyue it the and I doo gladly / So fir Bors

departed from hym and rode the nexte way to the fee
/
And at

the lafl by fortune he came to an Abbay whiche was nygh the

fee / That nyght Bors rcfted hym there / and in his flepe there

came a voice to hym & badde hym go to the fee / thenne he flarte 25

vp and made a fygne of the Croffe in the myddes of his for-

hede and took his harneis and made redy his hors / and moo-

ted vpon hym / And at a broken walle he rode oute / & rode foo

long tyl that he came to the fee
/
And on the ftrond he fond a

fliyp couerd all with whyte famyte /
And he alyghte & bitoke 30

hym to Ihefu Cryft / And as foone as he entryd in to the fhip

the fliyp departed in to the fee and wente fo faft that hym fe-

med the fliyp wente fleynge / but hit was foone derke foo that

he myght knowe no man / and foo he flepte tyl hit was dayc
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Thenne he awaked and fawe in myddes of the fliyp a kny3t

lye alle armed fauf his hclmc / Thenne knewe he that hit was

fyr Pcrcyual of walys / and thenne he made of hym ry3t gre-

te loye /
but fir Percyual was abaffhed of hym /

and he afkcd

5 hym what he was / A fayr fyr fayd Bors knowe ye me net
/

Certes fayd he I merueyllc how ye came hyther / but yf ourc

lord broughte yow hyder hym felf / thenne fyre Bors fmyled

and dyd of his helme
/
Thenne Percyual knewe hym / & eyth-

er made grete loye of other that it was merueyllc to here /

lo ^ Thenne Bors told hym how he came in to the fliyp /
and

by whoos ammonyffliement / and eyther told other of theyre

temptacyons / as ye haue herd to fore hand /

^ Soo wente they douneward in the fee one whyle bakward

another whyle forward / and eueryche comforted other
/
and

IS ofte were in their prayers / thenne fayd fyre Percyual we lak

no thynge but Galahad the good knyghte

C Hti5 tbus enbetb tbe tvstentb tool? wbicbc is of fsrc (5a=

waync / Ector &e mar^s / anJ) tvvc Bors &c cjanvs an5 fir per*

ciiual

C anb berc folowetb tbe feuententb boofi vvbfcbe is of tbe no=

ble ftniiQbte f^re Oalabab /
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C Capitulum primum

Ow faith this flory whanne Galahad had rc-

fcowed Percyual from the twenty knyghtes /

he yede tho in to a wafte forefte /
wherin he rode

many lourneyes /
and he fonde many aduentu-

res / the whiche he brought to an ende /
wherof the 5

ftory maketh here no mencyon /
Thenne he toke his waye to the

fee on a daye /
& hit befelle as he paffed by a Caftel where was

a wonder turnement / but they withoute had done foo moche/

that they within were putte to the werfe
/ yet were they wythin

good knyghtes ynou5 /
whanne Galahad fawe that tho with- 10

in were at foo grete a mefchyef that men flewe hem att the en-

tre of the Caftel / thenne he thoughte to helpe hem /
and putte a

fpere forth /
and fmote the fyrfte that he flay to the erthe /

and

the fpere brak to pyeces / thenne he drewe his fuerd /
and fmote

there as they were thyckeft /
and fo he dyd wonderful dedes of 15

armes /
that alle they merueylled / thenne hit happed that Ga-

wayne and fir E6lor de marys were with the knyghtes with-

oute /
But whanne they afpyed the whyte flielde with the re-

ed Croffe /
the one fayd to the other yonder is the good knyght

fir Galahad the haute prynce /
Now he fliold be a grete foole / 20

whiche fhold mete with hym to fyghte / Soo by aduenture he

came by fire Gawayne and he fmote hym foo hard that he claf

his helme and the coyfe of yron vnto his hede /
fo that Gawa-

yn felle to the erthe
/
but the ftroke was foo grete that it flented

doune to the erthe and carfe the hors flioldcr in two
/
Whan Ec- 25

tor fawe Gawayne doune he drewe hym afyde /
and thoughte

it no wyfedome for to abyde hym /
and alfo for naturel loue that

he was his vnkel /
Thus thurgh his grete hardyneffe he bete a-

bak alle the knyghtes withoute /
And thenne they within cam

oute and chaced hem alle aboute /
But whanne Galahad fawe 3°

ther wold none torne ageyne /
he ftale awey pryuely fo that no-

ne wyft where he was bicome /
Now by my hede fayd Gavvayn

to Ector now are the wonders true that were fayd of Laun-

cclot du lake
/
that the fwerd whiche flak in the flone fliold gy-

ue me fuche a buffet y I wold not haue it for the beft Caftell 35

in this world /
and fothely now hit is preued trewe for neuer
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ere had I fuche a ftrokc of mans hand / Sir fayd E6lor me fe-

meth your qucft is done /
and yours is not done fayd Gavva-

yn but myn is done I fliallc fckc noo farther
/
Thenne Gawa-

yne was borne in to a Caftel and vnarmed hym /
and leyd

5 hym in a ryche bedde
/
and a leche fonde that he myght lyue / &

to be hole within a moneth / Thus Gawayne and E6lor abode

to g>"der /
For fyre Ector wold not awey til Gawayne were

hole / & the good kny^t Galahad rode fo long tyll he came that

nyghte to the Caflel of Carboncck / & hit befelle hym thus / that

10 he was benyghted in an hermytage / Soo the good man was

fayne whan he fawe he was a knyght erraunt /
tho whan they

were at refl / ther cam a gentilwoman knockyng at the dore /
&

called Galahad / and foo the good man cam to the dore to wc-

te what fhe wold / Thenne flie called the heremyte fyre Vlfyn

15 I am a gentylwoman that wold fpeke with the knyght whi-

che is with yow /
Thenne the good man awaked Galahad / &

badde hym aryfe and fpeke with a gentylwoman that femeth

hath grete nede of yow /
Thenne Galahad wente to her & afked

her what fhe wold / Galahad fayd fhe I will that ye arme you

20 and moute vpon your hors and folowe me /
for I fhall fhewe

yow within thefe thre dayes the hyeft aduenture that euer ony

knyght fawe / Anone Galahad armed hym and took his hors

and commaunded hym to god /
and badde the gentilwoman go

and he wold folowe there as flie lyked /

C Capitulum ij

2- t^ Oo fhe rode as faft as her palfrey myght bere her tylle

^^^f that fhe came to the fee / the whiche was called Collybe

And at the nyghte they came vnto a Caftel in a valeye clofed

with a rennynge water and with ftronge walks and hyhc / &
foo fhe entred in to the Caftel with Galahad and there had he

30 grete chere for the lady of that Caftel was the damoyfels la-

dy /
foo whan he was vnarmed / thenne faid the damoyfel mada-

me fhalle we abyde here all this day / Nay fayd (he but tylle he

hath dyned and tyl he hath flepte a lytyl /
fo he ete and flepte

a whyle tyl that the mayde called hym / and armed hym by
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torche lyght / And whan the mayde was horfed and he bothe

the lady took Galahad a fayr child and ryche / and fo they

departed from the Caftel tyl they came to the fee fyde /
& there

they fond the fhyp where Bors and Percyual were in
/ the

whiche cryed on the fhyps bord fir Galahad ye be welcome /

we haue abydea yow longe / And whan he herd them
/
he afked

them what they were / Sir faid fhe leue your liors here / and I

fhall leue myn and toke her fadels and her brydels with them

and made a croffe on them / and foo entryd in to the fliyp / and

the two knyghtes receyucd hem bothe with grete loye / and e-

ueryche knewe other / and foo the wynde aroos / and drofe hem

thurgh the fee in a merueyllous place / And within a whylc
it dawyd / Thenne dyd Galahad of his helme & his fuerd / &
afked of his felawes from whens cam that fayre fliyp / Tru-

ly fayd they ye wote as wel as we but of goddes grace / and

thenne they told eueryche to other of alle theire hard aduen-

tures / and of her grete temptacyons j truly fayd Galahad ye
are moche bounden to god for ye haue efcaped grete aduentures

and had not the gentilwoman ben
/

I had not comen here / for

as for yow I wend neuer to haue fond yow in thefe ftraun- :

ge countreyes / A Galahad faide Bors yf launcelot your fader

were here
/
thenne were we wel at cafe / for thenne me femed we

fayled no thynge /
That may not be fayde Galahad

/
but yf it

pleafyd oure lorde
/ By thenne the fliyp wente fro the londe of

Logrys / and by aduenture it arryued vp betvvix two roches :

paffyng grete and merueyllous / but there they myght not lon-

de / for there was a fwalowc of the fee /
fauf there was another

fliip / and vpon it they myght goo withoute daunger / Goo we

thyder fayd the gentylwoman /
and there fhalle we fee aduen-

tures / for foo is oure lordes wylle / ^ And whanne they came 3

thyder / they fond the fliip ryche ynou^ /
but they fond neyther

man ne woman therin
/

But they fonde in the ende of the fhip

two fayre letters wryten whiche fayd a dredeful word and

a merueyllous / Thow man whiche flialle entre in to this fhyp

beware thou be in ftedfall bileue for I am fcith & therfor beware 3

hou thou entreft
/

for & thou faile I flial not helpe the / thenne

faide the getilwoman Percyual wote ye what I am / Certes fa-

id nay to my wetynge / ^ Wete you wel fayd fhe that I
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am thy fyftcr / whiche am doughter of kynge Pellcnore / And

therfore wete ye wel ye are the man in the world that I mooft

loue
/
And yf ye be not in parfyte byleue of Ihefu Cryfl entre

not in no maner of wyfe /
for thenne fliold ye peryffhe the fliyp

S for he is foo parfyte /
he wylle fuffre no fynner in hym / whanne

Percyual vnderflode that flie was his veray fyfter / he was in-

wardly glad and fayd / faire fyfler I flialle entre therin / For

yf I be a mys creature or an vntrue knyghte there flialle I pe-

ryfflie

i^ C Capitulum (lercium
'o

'^^' N the meane whyle Galahad bleffed hym / & entrid

%F therin /
and thenne next the gentylwoman / & thenne fir

Bors & fir Percyual /
And whan they were in / it was fo mer-

ueyllous fayre and ryche that they merueylled / & in myddes
of the fliyp was a fayr bedde /

& Galahad wente therto / & fond

15 there a crowne of fylke /
And at the feet was a fvverd ryche &

fayre / and hit was drawen oute of the fliethe half a foot and

more / and the fuerd was of dyuerfe facyons /
and the pomel

was of ftone /
and there was in hym alle manere of colours

that ony man myght fynde / and eueryche of the colours hadde

20 dyuerfe vertues /
and the fkalys of the hafte were of two ryb-

bes of dyuerfe beeftes /
the one beeft was a ferpent whiche was

conuerfaunt in Calydone /
and is called the ferpent of the fend

And the bone of hym is of fuche a vertu that there is no ha-

nd that handeleth hym fhalle neuer be wery nor hurte / and the

25 other beeft is a fyffhe which is not ryght grete /
and haunteth

the flood of Eufrate /
and that fyffhe is called Ertanax / and

his bones be of fuche a maner of kynde that who that handeleth

hem
/

fhalle haue foo moche wille that he flialle neuer be wery

and he fhalle not thynke on loye nor forow that he hath had

30 But only that thynge that he beholdeth before hym /
And as

for this fuerd there flialle neuer man begrype hym at the han-

dels but one /
but he flialle paffc alle other /

In the name of god

faid Percyual I Ihall affaye to handle hit / Soo he fette his

hand to the fuerd / but he myghte not begrype hit
/ by my feyth

35 faid he now haue I fayled / Bors fet his hand therto & fayled

Thenne Galahad beheld the fuerd and fawe letters lyke blood

that fayd / lete fee who fhall affaye to drawe me oute of my
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fhethe/ but yf he be more hardyer than ony other/ & who that dra-

weth me / wete ye wel that he fhalle neuer fayle of fliame of

his body or to be wounded to the dethe
/ By my feyth faid ga-

lahad I wold drawe this fuerd oute of the fliethe
/ but the

offendynge is foo grete that I fhalle not fctte my hand therto 5

Now firs faid the gentilwoman wete ye wcl that the drawy-

nge of this fuerd is warned to alio men fauf al only to yow
Alfo this fhyp aryued in the realme of Logrys /

and that ty-

me was dedely werre bytwenc kynge labor vvhiche was fader

vnto the maymed kynge and kynge Hurlame whiche was a 10

Sarafyn / But thenne was he newely cryftend / foo that men
helde hym afterward one of the wyttyeft men of the world / &
foo vpon a day hit befelle that kynge Labor and kynge Hur-

lame had affembled their folke vpon the fee where this fliyp

was aryued / and there kyng Hurlame was difcomfyte /
and 15

his men flayne / and he was aferd to be dcde / and fled to his

fliyp and there he fond this fuerd and drewe hit
/
and cam oute

and fond kyng Labor the man in the world of al cryftendom

in whome was thenne the gretteft feythe / ^ And when kynge
Hurlame fawe kynge Labor he dreffid this fuerd / and fmote 20

hym vpon the helme foo hard that he clafe hym /
and his hors

to the erthc with the fyrft ftroke of his fuerd / and hit was in

the realme of Logrys /
and foo bifelle grete peftylence & grete

harme to both Realmes / for fythen encrecyd neyther corne ne

graffe nor wel nyghe no fruyte / ne in the water was no fyfflie 25

werfor men callen hit the landes of the two marches the wafte

land / for that dolorous flroke / And when kynge Hurlame fa-

we this fuerd foo keruyng / he torned ageyne to fetche the fcau-

bard / And foo came in to this fliyp and entrcd and putt vp

the fuerd in the fliethe / And as foone as he had done it / he felle 30

doune dede afore the bedde
/
Thus was the fwerd preued that

none ne drewe it but he were dede or maymed / So laye he ther

tyl a mayden cam in to the fliyp / and caft hym oute / for there

was no man fo hardy of the world to entre in to fliypthat for

the defence 35

C Capitulum auartum/
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HNd
thenne beheld they the fcaubard

/ hit femcd to be

of a ferpentes (liynne /
And theron were letters of go-

ld and fyluer / and the gyrdel was but pourely to co-

me to /
and not able to fufteyne fuchc a ryche fuerd

/ and the let-

5 ters fayd / he whiche fiial vvelde me oughte to be more harder

than ony other yf he bere me as truly as me oughte to be born

For the body of hym whiche I oughte to hange by he fhal not

be fhamed in no place whyle he is gyrd with this gyrdel / nor

neuer none be foo hardy to doo awey this gyrdel / for it oughte
lo not be done away but by the handes of a mayde /

and that fhe be

a kynges doughter and quenes / and fhe muft be a mayde alle

the dayes of her lyf / bothe in wylle and in dede / And yf fhe

breke her vyrgynte fhe fhalle dye the mooft vylaynous dethe

that euer dyd ony woman / Sir faid Percyual torne this fuerd

5 that we may fee what is on the other fyde / & hit was reed as

blood with blak letters as ony cole
/
whiche fayd /

he that fhal

prayfe me mooft / mooft fhalle he fynde me to blame at a grete

nede and to whome I fliold be mooft debonair fliall I be moft

felon
/
and that fhalle be at one tyme / Faire broder fayd flie to

2o Percyual it bcfellc after a fourty yere after the paffion of Ihe-

fu Cryft that Nacyen thy broder in lawe of kyng Mordrayns
was boren in to a Towne more than xiiij dayes lourneye from

his countrey by the commaundement of our lord in to an yle /

in to the partyes of the weft that men clepyd the yle of Tur-

:!5 naunce
/
Soo befelle hit that he fond this fhyp at the entre of a

roche
/
and he fond the bedde and his fuerd as we haue herd

now
/ Not for thenne he had not foo moche hardynelTe to drawe

hit
/
and there he dwellid an eyght dayes /

and at the nynythe

day there felle a grete wynde whiche departed hym out of the

30 yle and brought hym to another yle by a roche / and there he

fond the gretteft gyaunt that euer man myghte fee / therwith

cam that horryble gyaunt to flee hym / and thenne he loked a-

boute hym aad myghde not flee / and he had no thynge to de-

fende hym with / Soo he ranne to his fuerd
/ and when he fawe

35 hit naked
/
he prayfed it moche /

and thenne he fhoke it / and ther-

with he brak it in the myddcs A faid Nacyen the thyng that I

mooft prayfed ought I now mooft to blame / and ther with he

threwe the pyeces of his fuerd ouer his bedde / And after he
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lepte ouer the borde to fyghte with we gyaunt / and (lewe hym
And anone he entryd in to the fliyp ageyne / and the wynde a-

rofe
/ and drofe hym thurgh the fee / that by aduenture he came

to another fliyp where kynge Mordrayns was / whiche hadde

ben tempted ful euyll with a fende in the porte of peryllous ro- 5

che / And whanne that one fawe the other / they made grete lo-

ye of other / and eyther told other of their aduenture / & how
the fwerd faylcd hym at his mooft nede / Whanne Mordra-

yns fawe the fuerd he prayfed hit moche / but the brekyng was

not to doo / but by wyckednes of thy felf ward / for thow arte 10

in fomme fynne /
and there he took the fuerd /

and fette the pe-

cys to gyders / and they foudered as faj-r as euer they were

to fore
/
and there putte he the fwerd in the fliethe / and leyd it

dounc on the bedde / Thenne herd they a voyce that fayd go out

of this fliip a lytel whyle / and entre in to the other for drede 15

ye falle in dedely fynne / for and ye be fonde in dedely fynne ye

maye not efcape but peryfflie / and foo they wente in to the o-

ther fliyp / And as Nacyen wente ouer the borde he was fmy-
ten with a fwerd on the ryghte foote that he felle doune nofe-

lynge to the fliyps bord / and there withe he fayd O god how 20

am I hurte / and thenne there came a voyce and fayd / take

thow that for thy forfette that thow dydeft in drawynge of

this fuerd / therfor thow receyueft a wounde / for thow were ne-

uer worthy to handel it / the wrytynge maketh mcncyon / In

the name of god faid galahad ye ar ry}! wyfe of thefe werkes 25

SC Capita Inm \>

Yr fayd flie there was a kynge that hyghte Pelles the

maymed kynge / And whyle he myghte ryde / he fup-

ported moche cryftendome and holy chirche / Soo vpon a daye
he hunted in a woode of his whiche lafted vnto the fee / and

at the laft he lofte his houndes
/ and his knyghtes / fauf only 30

one /
and there he and his knyghte wente tyl that they cam to-

ward Irland / and there he fonde the fliyp /
And whanne he fa-

we the letters and vnderftood them / yet he entryd / for he was

ryghte parfyte of his lyf /
but his knyghte had none hardynes

to entre & ther fonde he this fuerd & drewe it oute as moche as 35

ye maye fee
/ Soo there with entryd a fpere where with he was
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fmyte hym thurgh botlic the thycs /
and ncucr fythc myghte

he be helyd ne nought (liall to fore wc come to hym / Thus faid

flie was not kyngc Pelles your graunte fir maymed for his

hardyneffe /In the name of god damoyfel fayd Galahad / fo

5 they wente toward the beddc to behold al aboutc hit
/
and abouc

the hedc thcr henge two fwerdes
/
Alfo there were two fpyndels

whiche were as whyte as ony fnowe
/
and other that were as

reed as blood / and other aboue grene as ony emeraude /
of the-

fe thre colours were the fpyndels and of naturel coloure within

10 and withoute ony payntynge / Thefe fpyndels fayd the damoy-

fel were whan fynful Eue came to gadre fruyte /
for whiche A-

dam and flie were putte oute of paradyfe /
flie tooke with her

the bough on whiche the Appel henge on /
Thenne perceyued flie

that the braunche was fayre and grene /
and flie remembryd her

IS the loffe whiche came fro the tree /
Thenne flie thoughte to kepe

the braunche as longe as flie myghte /
And for flic had no cofer

to kepe hit in /
flie put it in the erthe / Soo by the wylle of our

lord the braunche grevve to a grete tree within a lytil whyle /
&

was as whyte as ony fnowe /
brauches

/
bowes /

and leucs that

=0 was a token a mayden planted hit
/
But after god came to

Adam and bad hym knowe his wyf flefflily as nature requy-

red
/
Soo lay Adam with his wyf vnder the fame tree /

and a-

none the tree whiche v/as whyte and ful grene as ony graffe

and alle that came oute of hit /
and in the fame tyme that they

^5 medled to gyders there was Abel begoten /
thus was the tree

longe of grene colour /
And fo it bcfelle many dayes after / vn-

der the fame tree Caym flewe Abel /
wherof befelle grete merueil

For anone as Abel had receyued the dethe vnder the grene tree

he loft the grene colour and becam reed and that was in toke-

30 nyng of the blood /
& anone alle the plantes dyed therof / but

the tree grewe and waxed mcrueylloufly fayre /
& hit was the

fayreft tree & the moofl; delectable that ony man myght beholde

and fee and fo dyd the plantes that grewe out of it tofore that

Abel was flaync vnder it / Soo longe dured the tree tyl that

35 Salamon kynge Dauyds fone regned /
and helde the londe af-

ter his fader /
This Salamon was wyfe and knewe alle the

vertues of ftones and trees /
and foo he knewe the courfe of

the flierres and many other dyuerfc thynges
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This Salamon had an euylle wyfe /
where thurgh he wende

that there had ben no good woman /
and foo he defpyfed hem

in his bookes
/ Soo anfuerd a voyce hym ones / Salamon

/ yf

heuynes come to a man by a woman / ne rcke thow neuer
/ For

yet flialle there come a woman wherof there flialle come gretter 5

loye to man an honderd tymes more than this heuyneffe ge-

ueth forowe / and that woman flialle be borne of thy lygnage /

Tho whan Salamon herd thefe wordes
/
he held hym felf but a

foole
/ & the trouthe he pcrceyued by old bookes

/
Alfo the ho-

ly ghooft fhewed hym the comynge of the gloryous vyrgyne 10

marye / Thenne afked he of the voyce / yf hit fhold be in the ye-

rde of his lygnage / Nay fayd the voyce but there flialle come a

man whiche flialle be a mayde /
and the laft of your blood / &

he flialle be as good a knyght as duke lofue / thy broder in

lawe 15

C Capitulum vj

mOw
haue I certefyed the of that thow ftodeft in do-

ubte
/
thenne was Salamon glad that there fliold co-

me ony fuche of his lygnage / but euer he merueylled &

fludyed who that fliold be
/
And what his name myghte be/

his wyf perceyued that he fludyed and thoughte flie wolde 20

knowe it at fome feafon / and fo fhe wayted her tyme /
& aflced

of hym the caufe of his fludyenge /
and there he told her alle to

yder how the voyce tolde hym /
Wei fayd flie / I flialle lete ma-

ke a fliyp of the beft wood and mooft durable that men maye

fynde / Soo Salamon fente for alle the Carpenters of the lond 25

and the beft
/
And whan they had made the fliyp / the lady fa-

yd to Salamon / fyr fayd flie
/ fyn hit is foo that this knyght

ou3te to paffe all knyghtes of cheualry whiche haue ben to fo-

re hym / & fliall come after hym / More ouer I flialle telle yow

fayd flie ye flialle goo in to oure lordes temple where is kynge 30

Dauyds fuerd your fader / the whiche is the merueyllouft and

the fliarpeft that eucr was taken in ony knyghtes hand
/
ther-

fore take that
/ and take of the pomel /

and therto make ye a

pomcl of precyous ftones that it be foo fubtylly made that noo

man perceyue it / but that they be al one / & after make there an 35

hylte foo nierueyllouny and wondcrly that noo man maye
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knowe hit / And after make a merueyllous flieth / And whan

ye haue made alle this
J

I flialle Icte make a gyrdel thcr to fu-

che as flialle pleafe me
/

Alle this kynge Salamon dyd lete ma-

ke as flie deuyfed / bothe the fliyp and alle the remenaunt / And
S whan the fliip was redy in the fee to fayle / the lady lete make a

grete bedde and merueyllous ryche /
and fette her vpon the bed-

des hede couerd with fylke /
and leyd the fuerd at the feete / &

the gyrdels were of hcmpe / and there with the kynge was an-

gry / Syr wete ye wel fayd flie that I haue none foo hyghe a

lo thynge whiche were worthy to fufteyne foo hyhe a fuerd / and a

mayde fliall brynge other knyghtes ther to / but I wote not

whanne hit fhalle be ne what tyme /
and there flie lete make a

couerynge to the fliyp of clothe of fylke that fliold neuer rote

for no maner of weder / yet went that lady and maade a Car-

15 penter to come to the tree whiche Abel was flayne vnder
/ Now

fayd flie carue me oute of this tree as moche woode as wylle

make me a fpyndyl /
A madame fayd he

/
this is the tree

/
the

whiche our fyrfl moder planted / Do hit fayd flie or els I fliall

deftroye the / Anone as he beganne to werke / ther cam out drop-

20 pes of blood
j
and thenne wold he haue lefte / but flie wold not

fuffre hym // and foo he tooke aweye as moche wood as my5te
make a fpyndyl /

and foo flie made hym to take as moche of

the grene tree and of the whyte tree / And whan thefe thre fp-

yndels were (hapen / fhe made hem to be faftned vpon the felar

25 of the bedde / whanne Salamone fawe this / he fayd to his wyf

ye haue done merueylloufly /
for though alle the world were

here ryght now
/
he coude not deuyfe wherfor alle this was ma-

de / but oure lord hym felf
/
and thow that haft done hit / woteft

not what it flial betoken
/
Now late hit be fayd flie

/
for ye flial

30 here tydynges fooner than ye wene /

^ Now flialle ye here a wonderful tale of kyng Sa-

lamon and his wyf

u
C Capitulum \>i\

Ilat nyght lay Salamon bifore the fliip with lytel fe-

laufliip /
And whan he was on flepe / hym thoughte /
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there come from heuen a gretc company of angels and alyghte

in to the fliip and took water whiche was broughte by an an-

gel in a veffel of fyluer /
and fprente alle the fliyp /

And af-

ter he came to the fuerd and drewe letters on the hylte / And
after wente to the fliyps horde / and wrote there other letters

/
5

whiche fayd thou man that wylt entre within me / beware that

thow be ful within the feythe /
for I ne am but feythe & byle-

ue /
whanne Salamon afpyed thefe letters he was abafflied/

foo that he durfte not entre / and foo drewe hym abak / and the

fhyp was anone fliouen in the fee
/
and he wente foo fafte that 10

he lofl fyghtc of hym within a lytyl whyle /
And thenne a ly-

tyl voyce faid / Salamon / the laft knyghte of thy lygnage fli-

alle refte in this bedde
/
Thenne wente Salamon and awaked

his wyf / and told her of the aduentures of the ihyp /

^ Now fayth thyftory that a grete whyle the thre felawes bi- 15

held the bedde / and the thre fpyndels / than they were at cer-

tayne that they were of naturel colours withoute payntynge /

Thenne they lefte vp a clothe whiche was aboue the ground &
there fond a ryche purfe by femynge /

and Percyuale took hit/

And fonde therin a wrytte / & foo he redde hit / and deuyfed the 20

maner of the fpyndels and of the fliyp whens hit came / and

by whome it was made
/ Now fayd Galahad where fliall we

fynde the gentylwoman / that fliaile make newe gyrdels to the

fuerd /
Fair fyre fayd Percyuals fyfter / defmaye yow not

/

For by the leue of god I fhall lete make a gyrdel to the fuerd 25

fuche one as fhalle longe therto /
And thenne flie opend a boxc

and toke oute gyrdels which were femely wroughte with gol-

den thredys / and vpon that were fette ful precyous ftones &
a ryche buckel of gold /

lo lordes faid fhe / here is a gyrdel that

oughte to be fette aboute the fuerd / And wete ye vvel the gret- 30

teft parte of this gyrdle was made of my here whiche I loued

wel whyle that I was a woman of the world / But as fo-

one as I wyft that this aduenture was ordeyned me I clyp-

ped of my here
/ and made this gyrdel in the name of god / ye

be wel y fonde faid fir Bors
/

for certes ye haue put vs out of 35

grete payne wherin we fliold haue entryd ne had your tydyn-

ges ben / Thenne wente the gentilwoman and fette hit on the

gyrdel of the fuerd / Now fayd the felaulhip what is the name
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of the fuerd / and what flialle we callc hit / Truly fayd flie the

name of the fuerd is the fuerd with the ftraunge gyrdcls and

the fliethe meuer of blood / for noo man that hath blood in hym
ne fliallc ncuer fee the one party of the fliethe whichc was ma-

5 de of the tree of lyf / Thenne they fayd to Galahad In the na-

me of Ihefu Cryfte /
and praye yow that ye gyrd you with

this fuerd whiche hath ben defyred fo moche in the Realme of

Logrys / Now lete me begynne fayd Galahad to grype thys

fwerd for to gyue yow courage / But wete ye wel hit longeth

10 no more to me than it doth to yow / And thenne he gryped abo-

ute hit with his fyngers a grete dele / And thenne flie gyrte

hym aboute the myddel with the fwerd / Now rek I not tho-

ugh I dye / for now I hold me one of the bleffid maydens of

the world whiche hath made the worthyeft knyght of the wo-

15 rid
/ Damoyfel fayd Galahad ye haue done foo moche that I

fhalle be your knyghte alle the dayes of my lyf / Thenne they

wente from that fliyp /
and wente to the other / And anone the

wynde droofe hem in to the fee a grete paas but they had no vy-

taille /
but hit befelle that they came on the morne to a Caflell

20 that men calle Carteloyfe / that was in the marches of Scotlad

And whan they had paffed the porte / the gentilwoman fayde

lordes here be men aryuen that and they wyflc that ye were of

kynge Arthurs courte
/ ye fliold be affayled anone

/ Damoyfell

fayd Galahad he that cafb vs oute of the Roche flialle delyuer

25 vs from hem

C Capitulum ©ctauum

SOo
hit bcfellc as they fpoken thus / there cam a fquyer

by them /
and afi-ced what they were /

and they faid they

were of kynge Arthurs hows / is that fothe fayd he
/ Now by

my hede fayd he ye be ylle arayed / and thenne torned he ageyn

30 vnto the clyff fortreffe /
And within a whyle they herd an ho-

me blowe
/
Thenne a gentylwoman came to hem and afked hem

of whens they were /
and they told her

/
Faire lordes fayd flie for

goddes loue torne ageyne yf ye may /
for ye be come vnto youre

dethe / Nay they fayd we wille not torne ageyne / for he fhalle

35 helpe vs in whos feruyfe we ben entred in / ^ Thenne as they
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ftode talkynge / there came knyghtes vvel armed and bad hem

yelde them or cIs to dye / that yeldyng fayd they flial be noyo-
us to yow / and there with they lete theyr horfes renne

/
and fir

Percyual fmote the formed to the erthe /
and took his hors / &

mounted therupon /
and the fame dyd Galahad / Alfo Bors 5

ferued another foo for they had no horfes in that countrcy /
for

they lefte their horfes whan they toke their fliyp in other coun-

trayes / ^ And foo whan they were horfed / thenne beganne

they to fette vpon them
/
and they of the Cartel fled in to the

ftronge fortreffe / and the thre knyghtes after them in to the 10

Caftel / and foo alyghte on foote / and with their fwerdes fle-

we them doune and gate in to the halle
/ Thenne whan they be-

held the grete multytude of peple / that they had flayne / they

held them felf grete fynners / Certes fayd Bors / I wene &

god had loued hem that we fliold not haue had power to ha- 15

ue flayne hem thus
/
But they haue done foo moche ageyn our

lord that he wold not fuffre hem to regne no lenger / Say ye not

foo fayd Galahad /
for yf they myfdyd ageynft god / the ven-

geaunce is not ours / but to hym whiche hath power therof
/
So

came there oute of a chamber a good man whiche was a preeft 20

and bare goddes body in a coupe /
And whanne he favve hem

whiche lay dede in the halle / he was alle abafflied
/
and Gala-

had dyd of his helme and kneled doune / and foo dyd his

two felawes
j fyre fayd they haue ye no drede of vs / For we

ben of kynge Arthurs courte / ^ Thenne aflced the go- 25

od man how they were flayn fo fodenly / and they told it hym
Truly fayd the good man and ye myghte lyue as longe as

the world myght endure
/
ne myghte ye haue done foo grete an

almeffe dede as this / Sire fayd Galahad I repente me moch

in as moche as they were cryftened / Nay repente yow not fa- 30

yd he for they were not cryftened /
and I fhalle telle you hou

that I wote of this Caftel / here was lord Erie Hernox not

but one yere /
and he had thre fones good knyghtes of armes

and a doughter the fayreft gentylwoman that men knewe / foo

tho thre knyghtes loued theyr fyfter fo fore that they brente in 35

loue / and fo they lay by her maulgre her hede
/
And for flie cry-

ed to her fader / they flewe her and took their fader / and putte

hym in pryfon /
and wouded hym nygh to the deth / but a cofyn
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of hers refcowed hym / And thenne dyd Ihey grete vntrouthe/

they flewe clerkcs and preeftes / and made bete dounc chap-

pels that oure lordes feruyfe myght not be ferued ne fayd /
and

this fame day her fader fente to me for to be confeffid & hou-

S feld / but fuche fliamc had neuer man as I liad this day with

the thre brctheren
/
but the erle badde me fuffer / for he fayde tliey

fhold not longe endure
/

for thre feruauntes of oure lord fliold

deftroye them /
and now hit is brought to an ende / And by this

mayc ye wete our lord is not difpleafyd with your dedes

10 Certes fayd Galahad and hit had not pleafyd our lord
/ neuer

fhold we haue flayne foo many men in foo lytel a whyle / &
thenne they broughtc the erle Hernox oute of pryfon in to the

myddes of the hallc that knewc Galahad anone / and yet he

fawe hym neuer afore but by reuelacyon of our lord

^,
C Capitulum iy

15 £ \
Henna beganne he to wepe ryght tendyrly & faid long

haue I abyden your comynge /
but for goddes loue hol-

deth me in your armes that my fowle may departe oute of my
body in foo good a mans armes as ye be / Gladly fayd Gala-

had /
And thenne one fayd on hyghe that alle herde / Galahad/

20 wcl haft thou auenged me on goddes enemyes /
Now behoueth

the to goo to the maymed hyng as foone as thow maifl; /
for he

fhalle receyue by the helthe whiche he hath abyden foo long / and

ther with the fowle departed from the body / and Galahad made

hym to be buryed as hym ought to be / Ryght foo departed the

25 thre knyghtes and Percyuals fyfter with them / And foo they

came in to a wafte forefle /
and there they fawe afore them a

whyte herte whiche four lyons ladde / Thenne they took hem to

affent for to folowe after /
for to knowe whydder they repayred

and foo they rode after a grete paas til that they cam to a va-

30 leye / & ther by was an hermytage where a good man dweilid

and the herte and the lyons entryd alfo / foo whanne they fa-

we all this / they torned to the chappel /
and fawe the good man

in a relygyous wedc & in the armour of our lord / for he wold

fynge maffe of the holy ghooft / and foo they entryd in & herde
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maffe / And at the fecretys of the maffe / they thre fawe the hert

become a man
/ the vvhichc mcrueyled hem and fette hym vpon

the aulter / in a ryche fegc /
and fawe the four lyons were ch-

aunged / the one to the forme of a man
/
the other to the forme

of a lyon / and the thyrd to an Egle / and the fourth was ch- 5

aunged vnto an oxe / thenne toke they her fege /
where the herte

fat / and wente oute thurgh a glas wyndowe / and there was

no thynge peryffhed nor broken / and they herd a voyce fay in

fuche a maner entred the fone of god in the wombe of a mayd

mary / whos vyrgynyte ne was peryfflied ne hurte
/ & whanne 10

they herd thefe wordes they felle doune to the erthe / and were

aftonyed / and ther with was a grete clerenes / And whanne

they were come to their felf ageyn they wente to the good man
and prayd hym that he wold fay hem trouthe / What thynge ha

ue ye fene fayd he
/ & they told hym all that they had fene / A 15

lordes fayd he ye be welcome / now wote I wel ye be the good

knyglites / the whiche fhal brynge the Sancgreal to an ende
/

For ye ben they vnto whome oure lord fhalle fhewe grete fecrc-

tes / and wel oughte oure lord be fygnefyed to an herte / For

the herte whanne he is old / he waxeth yonge ageyne in hys 20

whyte fkynne / Ryght foo cometh ageyne oure lord from dethe

to lyf / for he loll erthely fleffhe that was the dedely fleffhe / wh-

yche he had taken in the wombe of the bleffid vyrgyn mary /
&

for that caufe appiered oure lord as a whyte herte withoute

fpot / and the foure that were with hym is to vnderftande the 25

foure euuangelyftes whiche fette in wrytynge a parte of Ihe-

fu Cryftes dedes that he dyd fomtyme whan he was amonge

yow an erthely man / for wete ye wel neuer erft ne myghte
no knyghte knowe the trouthe / for oftymes or this oure lord

fhewed hym vnto good men and vnto good knyghtes in ly- 30

kenes of an herte But I fuppofe from hens forth ye fhalle

fee no more / and thenne they Joyed moche / and dwelled ther

alle that day / ^ And vpon the morowe whan they had herde

maffe / they departed and commaunded the good man to god
and foo they came to a Caflel and paffed by / So there came a 35

knyghte armed after them and fayd lordes herke what I fhal

faye to yow
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C Capitulum y

1 I His gcntylwoman that ye lede with yow is a mayde /

^^J^ Syr faid flie
/
a mayde I am

/
Thenne he took her by the

brydcl /
and fayd by the holy croffe ye fhalle not efcape me to

fore }'C haue yoldcn the cuftomme of this Caftel / lete her go fa-

5 yd Percyual ye be not wyfe /
for a mayde in what place flie

Cometh is free / Soo in the meane whyle there came oute a ten

or twelue knyghtcs armed oute of the Caftel / and with hem

came gentylwymmen whiche held a dyffhe of fyluer /
and then-

ne they fayd this gentyhvoman muft yelde vs the cuftomme

10 of this Caftel /
fir fayd a knyghte / what mayde paffeth here by

flialle yeue this dyfflie ful of blood of her ryghte arme
/
blame

haue he fayd Galahad that broughte vp fuche cuftommes / and

foo god me faue I enfure yow of this gentyhvoman ye flial

fayle whyle that I lyue / Soo god me help fayd Percyual I

'5 had leuer be flayne /
and I alfo fayd fir Bors / By my tro-

uthe fayd the knyght / thenne flialle ye dye / for ye maye not

endure ageynfte vs / though ye were the befl knyghtes of the

world /
thenne lete they renne eche to other

/
and the thre fcla-

wes bete the ten knyghtes / and thenne fette theire handes to

20 their fwerdes and bete them doune and flewe them
/
Thenne

there came oute of the Caftel a thre fcore knyghtes armed
/

Faire lordes fayd the thre felawes haue mercy on youre felfe

and haue not adoo with vs / Nay fayre lordes fayd the knygh-

tes of the Caftel we counceyl yow to withdrawe yow / for ye

25 ben the befl knyghtes of the world / and therfore doo no more

for ye haue done ynough /
We wille lete yow go with this har-

me but we muft nedes haue the cuftomme / Certes fayd Ga-

lahad for nought fpeke ye / wel fayd they / wille ye dye /
we be

not yet come therto fayd Galahad / thcne beganne they to me-

30 die to gyders / and Galahad with the ftraunge gyrdels dre-

we his fuerd
/
and fmote on the ryght hand and on the lyfte

hand & flewe what that euer abode hym / & dyd fuche merueils

that there was none that fawe hym / they wend he had ben no-

ne erthely man but a monftre / and his two felawes halp hym
35 paffyng wel / and foo they held the Journey eueryche in lyke

hard tyl it was ny5t / thenne muft they nedes departe / So cam
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in a good knyghte /
and fayd to the thre felawes

/ yf ye wyll

come in to nyglit / and take fuche herberowe as here is
/ ye flial

be ryglat welcome
/
and we fliall enfure yow by the feyth of our

bodyes / and as we be true knyghtes to leue yow in fuche eftat

to morowe as we fynde yow withoute ony falfhede
/
And as 5

foone as ye knowe of the cuftome we dare fay ye wyll accorde

therfor for goddes loue faid the gentylwoman goo thyder and

fpare not for me / Go we fayd Galahad / and foo they entryd

in to the chappel / And when they were alyghte / they made gre-

te loye of hem / Soo within a whyle the thre knyghtes aflced 10

the cuflomme of the Caftel and wherefor it was
/ what hit is

fayd they we vville faye yow fothe /

C Capitulum yj/

M \ Her is in this Caftel a gentylwoman whiche we and

^^J^ this caflel is hers and many other
/ Soo it befelle ma-

ny yeres agone there fylle vpon her a maladye / And whanne 15

fhe had layne a grete whyle flie felle vnto a mefel / and of no

Icche fhe coude haue no remedy / But at the laft an old man fa-

yd and flie myght haue a dyfflie ful of blood of a mayde and

a clene vyrgyn in wylle and in werke / And a kynges do-

ughter /
that blood fhold be her hele / and for to anoynte her 20

with alle / & for this thynge was this cuftomme made

Now faid Percyuals fifter fayr kny^tes I fee wel y this gen-

tylwoman is but dede / Certes fayd Galahad and ye blede

foo moche ye maye dye / Truly fayd flie / and I dye for to he-

le her / I fhal gete me grete worfhip and fowles helthe
/ and 25

worfhyp to my lygnage / and better is one harme than tweyn
And therfor ther fliall be no more batail but to morne I fliall

yelde yow your cuftomme of this caftel / and thenne there was

grete loye more than there was to fore / For els had there ben

mortal werre vpon the morne / not withftandyng flie wold no- 3°

ne other whether they wold or nold / that nyght were the thre

felawes eafyd with the beft / & on the morne they herd maffe /

and fir Percyuals fifter bad brynge forth the feke lady / fo flie

was / the whiche was euylle at eafe / thenne fayd flic who fliall
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lete me blood
/ Soo one came forth and lete her blood

/ and fhe

bled foo moche / that the dyfflie was ful / thenne flie lyfte vp
her hand and bleffid her

/
And thenne flie faid to the lady /

Madame I am come to the dethe for to make yow hole / for god-

S des loue prayeth for me / with that flie felle in a fwoune / Then-

ne Galahad and his two felawes ftarte vp to her and lyfte

her vp and ftaunched her / but flie had bled foo moche that flie

myght not lyue /
Thenne fhe fayd whan flie was awaked fa-

yre broder Percyual I dye for the helynge of this lady / Soo

10 I requyre yow that ye berye me not in this countrey / but as

foone as I am dede / put me in a bote at the next hauen / and

lete me goo as aduenture will lede me / And as foone as ye

thre come to the Cyte of Sarras ther to encheue the holy graile

ye flialle fynde me vnder a Towre arryued / and there bery me

15 in the fpyrytual place /
for I faye yow foo moche there Gala-

had flialle be buryed and ye alfo in the fame place / Thenne

Percyual vnderftood thefe wordes and graunted it her we-

pynge /
And thenne fayd a voyce lordes and felawes to mo-

rowe at the houre of pryme ye thre flialle departe eueryche from

20 other tyl the aduenture brynge yow to the maymed kynge /

Thenne afked flie her faueour / and as foone as Hie had recey-

ued hit / the foule departed from the body /
Soo the fame daye

was the lady helyd whan flie was enoynted with alle /

Thenne fyr Percyuale made a letter of all that fhe had holpen

25 hem as in ftraunge aduentures /
and put hit in her ryght hand

and foo leyd her in a barge /
and couerd it with blak fylke /

and fo the wynde aroos / and drofe the barge from the lond &
alle knyghtes beheld hit

/ tyl it was oute of their fyghte /

Thenne they drewe alle to the Cartel / and foo forthe with ther

30 felle a fodeyne tempeft and thonder layte and rayne as alle

the erthe wold haue broken / Soo half the caftel torned vp foo

doune
/ Soo it paffed euenfonge or the tempeft was feaced /

Thenne they fawe afore hem a knyghte armed and wounded

hard in the body and in the hede that fayd O god focoure mc

35 for now it is nede / After this knyght came another knyghte / &
a dwerf whiche cryed to hem afer

/
ftand ye may not efcape /

Thenne the wounded knyghte held vp his handes to god that

he fhold not dye in fuche trybulacyon / Truly fayd Galahad
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I fhalle focoure hym for his fake that he calleth vpoii / Sir faid

Bors I fhalle doo hit / for it is not for yow / for he is but o-

ne knyghte / Sir fayd he I graunte /
So fir Bors toke his hors

and commaunded hym to god /
and rode after to refcovve the

wounded knyghte

^ Now torne we to the tw^ felawes /mC Capitulum yij
Ow faith the ftory that al nyght Galahad and Per-

cyual were in a chappcl in her prayers for to faue fir

Bors / ^ Soo on the morovve they dreffid hem in theire har-

neis toward the Caftel to wete what was fallen of them there 10

in / And when they cam there / they fond neyther man ne wo-

man that he ne was dede by the vcngeaunce of oure lord / with

that they herd a voyce that fayd /
this vengeaunce is for blood

fliedynge of maydens /
Alfo they fonde atte ende of the chappel

a Chirche yard /
and therin myght they fee a thre fcore fair torn- 15

bes / and that place was foo fayre and foo delectable that it fe-

med hem there had ben none temped / For there lay the body-

es of alle the good maydens whiche were martred for the fe-

ke ladyes fake / Alfo they fond the names of eueryche /
and of

what blood they were come / and alle were of kynges blood & 20

twelue of them were kynges doughters / Thenne they depar-

ted and wente in to a forefte
/
Now faid Percyual vnto Ga-

lahad we muft departe /
foo pray we oure lord that we maye

mete to gyders in fliort tyme /
thenne they dyd of their helmes

and kyffed to gyder /
and wepte at their departynge 25

mC Capitulum yiij

Ow fayth the hiftory that whan launcelot was come

to the water of Mortoyfe as hit is reherced before / he

was in grete perylle /
and foo he leyd hym doune and fiepte/

and toke the aduenture that god wold fende hym /

^ Soo whan he was a flepe /
there came a vyfyon vnto hym 3°

and faid Launcelot aryfe vp & take thyn armour / and entre

in to the firft fliip that thow flialt fynde / ^ And when he

herd thefe wordes he ftarte vp and fawe grete clerenes about
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hym / And theiinc he lyftc vp his hande and blcfTid hym and

fo toke his armes and made hym rcdy / and foo by aduenturc

he came by a ftrondc / & fonde a Ihyp the which was withoute

fayle or ore / And as foone as he was within the fhyp there he

5 felte the mooft fwetnes that euer he felt
/ and he was fulfylled

with alle thynge that he thought on or defyred / Thenne he faj'd

Fair fwete fader Ihefu Cryft I wotc not in what loye I am
For this loye paffeth alle erthely loyes that euer I was in

And foo in this ioye he leyd hym doune to the fhyps borde / &
lo flepte tyl day / And when he awoke

/
he fonde there a fayre bed

& therin lyenge a gentylwoman dede / the whiche was fyr per-

cyuals fyfter / And as launcelot deuyfed her / he afpyed in hir

ryght hand a wrytte / the whiche he redde
/
the whiche told hym

all the aduentures that ye haue herd to fore / and of what lyg-

15 nage fhe was come / Soo with this gentylwoman fir launcelot

was a moneth and more / yf ye wold afl<e how he lyued / he

that fedde the peple of Ifrael with manna in deferte / foo was

he fedde / For euery day when he had fayd his prayers / he was

fufteyned with the grace of the holy ghooft / So on a nyghte
20 he wente to playe hym by the water fyde /

for he was fomwhat

wery of the fhyp / And thenne he lyftned and herd an hors co-

me / And one rydynge vpon hym / And whanne he cam nygh
he femed a knyghte / And foo he lete hym paffe / and wente

there as the fhyp was / and there he alyghte / and toke the fa-

25 del and the brydel and putte the hors from hym / and went in

to the fhip / And thenne Launcelot dreffid vnto hym and faid

ye be welcome
/ and he anfuerd and falewed hym ageyne / &

afked hym what is your name / for moche my hert gyueth vn-

to yow / Truly fayd he my name is launcelot du lake /
fir faide

30 he
/
thene be ye welcome / for ye were the begynner of me in this

world / A fayd he ar ye Galahad / ye forfothe fayd he / and fo

he kneled doune and afked hym his bleffynge /
and after to-

ke of his helme and kyffed hym / And there was grete loye
bitwene them / for there is no tonge can telle the loye that they

35 made eyther of other / and many a frendely word fpoken bitwe-

ne / as kynde wold / the whiche is no nede here to be reherced/
And there eueryche told other of theire aduentures and mer-

ucils that were befallen to them in many lourneyes fythe
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that they departed from the courte
/
Anone as Galahad fawe

the gentilwoman dede in the bed /
he knewe her wel ynough / &

told grete worfliip of her that fhe was the beft mayde lyuyng

and hit was grete pyte of her dethe /
But whanne Launcelot

herd how the merueyious fwerd was goten /
and who made S

hit /
and alle the merueyls reherced afore /

Thenne he prayd ga-

lahad his fone that he wold fliewe hym the fuerd / and fo he

dyd /
and anone he kyffed the pomel and the hyltes and the

fcaubard / Truly fayd launcelot neuer erft knewe I of fo hyhe

aduentures done and fo merueyllous & ftraunge / So dwellid 10

Launcelot and Galahad within that fliyp half a yere /
and

ferued god dayly and nyghtly with alle their power /
and of-

ten they aryued in yles ferrc from folke / where there repayred

none but wylde beeftes / and ther they fond many ftraunge ad-

uentures and peryllous whiche they broughte to an ende / but 15

for tho aduentures were wiA wylde beeftes / and not in the

queft of the Sancgreal / therfor the tale maketh here no mency-

on therof / for it wolde be to longe to telle of alle tho aduentu-

res that befelle them

C Capitulum yiiii

SOo
after on a mondaye hit befelle that they aryued in 20

the edge of a forefle to fore a croffe /
and thenne fawe

they a knyghte armed al in whytc and was rychely horfed/

and ledde in his ryght hand a whyte hors / and foo he cam to

the fliyp and falewed the two knyghtes on the hyghe lordes

behalf / and fayd Galahad fyr ye haue ben longe ynough with 25

your fader / come oute of the fhip /
and ftarte vpon this hors / &

o-oo where the aduentures fliall lede the in the queft of the fane-

greal /
thenne he wente to his fader and kyft hym fwctely and

fayd /
Fair fwete fader I wote not whan I fhal fee you more

tyl I fee the body of Ihefu Cryft / I praye yow fayd laun- 30

celot praye ye to the hyghe fader that he hold me in his feruyfe

& foo he took his hors / & ther they herd a voyce that fayd thyn-

ke for to doo wel
/

for the one fhal neuer fee the other before the

dredeful day of dome / Now fone galahad faid laucelot fyn we

(hal departe /
& neuer fee other /

I pray to p" hy3 fader to conferue 35
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me and yow bothe / Sire faid Galahad noo prayer auayllctli

foo moche as yours /
And there with Galahad entryd in to

the foreftc
/ And the wynde aroos and drofe Launcelot more

than a moneth thurgh oute the fee where he flepte but lytyl but

5 prayed to god that he myght fee fomc tydynges of the Sanc-

greal / Soo hit befelle on a nyghte at mydnyghte he aryued a-

fore a Cartel on the bak fyde whiche was ryche and fayre /
&

there was a pofterne opened toward the fee
/
and was open

withoute ony kepynge /
fauf two lyons kept the entre

/
and the

10 moone fhone clere / Anone fir launcelot herd a voyce that fayd

Launcelot goo oute of this fliyp /
and entre in to the Caftel /

where thou flialt fee a grete parte of thy defyre / Thenne he ran

to his armes and foo armed hym / and foo wente to the gate

and fawe the lyons /
Thenne fette he hand to his fucrd & dre-

15 we hit
/ Thenne there came a dwerf fodenly and fmotc hym on

the harme fo fore that the fuerd felle oute of his hand / Then-

ne herd he a voyce fay O man of euylle feyth and poure byleuc

wherfor troweft thow more on thy harneis than in thy maker/
for he myghte more auayle the than thyn armour in whos fer-

20 uyfe that thou arte fette / Thenne faid launcelot / fay u fader ihe-

fu Cryfte I thankc the of thy grete mercy that thou repreueft

me of my myfdede / Now fee I wel that ye hold me for youre

feruaunt / thenne toke he ageyne his fuerd and putte it vp in

his fhethe and made a croffe in his forhede / and came to the ly-

25 ons / and they made femblaunt to doo hym harme / Notwithftan-

dynge he paffed by hem without hurte and entryd in to the caf-

tel to the chyef fortreffe /
and there where they al at reft / thenne

Launcelot entryd in fo armed /
for he fond noo gate nor dore

but it was open /
And at the laft he fond a chamber wherof

30 the dore was fhytte /
and he fette his hand therto to haue ope-

ned hit / but he myghte not

dapitulum yv

/ 1 Henne he enforced hym mykel to vndoo the dore / then-

^^J^ ne he lyftned and herd a voyce whiche fange fo fvvete-

ly that it femed none erthely thynge /
and hym thoughte the

35 voyce faid loye and honour be to the fader of heuen / Thenne
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Launcelot kneled doun to fore the chamber / for wel wyft he that

there was the Sancgreal within that chamber
/
Thenne fayd he

Fair fwete fader Ihefu Cryft yf euer I dyd thyng that ple-

afyd the lord / for thy pyte ne haue me not in defpyte for my
fynnes done afore tyme /

and that thou fhewe me fome thynge 5

of that I feke
/
And with that he fawe the chamber dore open

and there came cute a grete clerenes / that the hows was as

bryghte as all the torches of the world had ben there / So cam

he to the chamber dorc
/
and wold haue entryd /

And anone a

voyce faid to hym /
Flee launcelot /

and entre not /
for thou ou- 10

ghteft not to doo hit /
And yf thou entre / thou flialt forthynke

hit / Thenne he withdrewe hym abak ryght heuy /
Thenne loked

he vp in the myddes of the chamber /
and fawe a table of fyluer

and the holy veffel couerd with reed famyte /
and many an-

gels aboute hit /
wherof one helde a candel of waxe brennyng 15

and the other held a croff" and the ornementys of an aulter

And bifore the holy veffel he fawe a good man clothed as a

preeft / And it femed that he was at the facrynge of the maffe

And it femed to Launcelot that aboue the preeftes handes we-

re thre men wherof the two putte the yongeft by lykenes bitwe- 20

ne the preefi;es handes / and foo he lyfte hit vp ryght hyhe / &
it femed to fliewe fo to the pcple / And thenne launcelot mer-

ueyled not a lytyl /
For hym thou3t the preeft was fo gretely

charged of the fygure that hym femed that he fhold falle to the

erthe / And whan he fawe none aboute hym that wolde helpe 25

hym /
Thenne came he to the dore a grete paas and fayd /

Faire

fader Ihefu Cryft ne take hit for no fynne though I helpe the

good man whiche hath grete nede of help / Ryghte foo entryd

he in to the chamber and cam toward the table of fyluer / and

whanne he came nyghe he felte a brethe that hym thoughte hit 3°

was entremedled with fyre whiche fmote hym fo fore in the vy-

fage that hym thoughte it brente his vyfage /
and there with he

felle to the crthe and had no power to aryfe / as he that was

foo araged that had lofte the power of his body and his he-

rynge and his feynge 35

^ Thenne felte he many handes aboute hym whiche tooke hym

vp /
and bare hym oute of the chamber dore / withoute ony a-

mendynge of his fwoune / and lefte hym there femyng dede to
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of the chamber dore and lefte hym there femynge dede to al pe-

ple / Soo vpon the morowc whan it was fayre day they witli-

in were aryfen / and fonde Launcelot lyenge afore the chamber

dore
/ Alle they merueylled how that he cam in / and fo they lo-

S ked vpon hym and felte his poiife to wyte whether there were

ony 13'f in hym /
and foo they fond lyf in hym / but he myght

not ftande nor ftere no membre that he had / and foo they tooke

hym by euery parte of the body / and bare hym in to a chamber

and leyd hym in a ryche bedde ferre from alle folke
/
and foo he

10 lay four dayes /
Thenne the one fayd he was on lyue / and the

other fayd Nay /
In the name of god fayd an old man / for

I doo yow veryly to wete / he is not dede / but he is foo fulle

of lyf as the myghtyeft of yow alle
/
and therfor I counceylle

yow that he be wel kepte tyl god fend hym lyf ageyne /

^
C Capitulum yv|

15 "^^^N fuche maner they kepte launcelot four and twenty

dayes and alfo many nyghtes that euer he laye flylle

as a dede man / and at the xxv daye byfelle hym after myddaye
that he opened his eyen /

And whan he fawe folke he made gre-

te forowe and fayd why haue ye awaked me / for I was mo-

20 re at eafe than I am now / O Ihefu Cryft who myghte be foo

bleffid that myght fee openly thy grete merueyls of fecretenes

there where no fynnar may be / what haue ye fene fayd they a-

boute hym /
I haue fene faid he fo grete merueyls that no tong

may telle / and more than ony herte can thynke /
& had not my

25 fone ben here afore me I had fene moche more / Thenne they

told hym how he had layne there four and twenty dayes and

nyghtes / thenne hym thoughte hit was punyffhement for the

four and twenty yeres that he had ben a fynner wherfore our

lord put hym in penaunce four and twenty dayes and nyghtes

30 Thenne loked fyr launcelot afore hym /
& fawe the hayre whi-

che he had borne nyghe a yere / for that he forthoughte hym ry^te

moche that he had broken his promyfe vnto the heremytc whi-

che he had auowed to doo
/ ^ Thenne they afked how hit ftood

with hym / for fothc fayd he I am hole of body thanked be our
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lord / therfore fyrs for goddes loue telle me where that I am
/

thenne fayd they alle that he was in the Caftel of Carbonek /

there with came a gentylwoman / and brought hym a flierte of

fmal lynen clothe / but he chaunged not there / but toke the ha-

yre to hym ageyne / Sir fayd they the queft of the Sancgreal 5

is encheued now ryght in yow /
that neuer fhalle ye fee of the

Sancgreal nomore than ye haue fene / Now I thanke god fa-

id Launcelot of his grete mercy of that I haue fene / for it fuf-

fyfeth me
/

for as I fuppofe no man in this world hath lyued

better than I haue done to enchere that I haue done / And ther 10

with he took the hayre and clothed hym in hit / and aboue that

he put a lynen fherte / & after a Robe of Scarlet frefflie & ne-

we
/
And whanne he was foo arayed / they merueylled alle /

for they knewe hym that he was launcelot the good knyghte
And thenne they fayd alle O my lord fir launcelot be that ye 15

and he fayd Truly I am he / Thenne came word to kyng pel-

les that the knyght that had layne foo longe dede was fir la-

uncelot
/
thenne was the kynge ryght glad / and wente to fee

hym /
And whanne launcelot sawe hym come / he dreffid hym

ageynfte hym /
and there made the kyng grete loye of hym / and 20

there the kynge told hym tydynges / that his fayre doughter

was dede / Thenne launcelot was ryght heuy of hit / and fayd /

fyre me forthynketh of the dethe of your doughter / for flie was

a ful fayre lady / frefflie / and yonge / and wel I wote flie he-

re the beft knyghte that is now on erthe or that euer was sith 25

god was borne / So the kynge held hym there four dayes /
and

on the morowe he took his leue at kynge Pelles and at al the

felaufhip and thanked them of the grete labour
/ Ryghte foo

as they fat at her dyner in the chyef fale / thenne was fo befalle

that the Sancgreal had fulfylled the tables with al maner 30

of metes that ony herte myghte thynke /

^ Soo as they fate / they fawe alle the dores and the wyndo-
wes of the place were fhitte withoute mannys hand /

wherof

they were al abaffhed
/
and none wyfte what to doo

^ And thenne it happed fodenly a knyghte cam to the chyefe 35

dore and knocked
/
and cryed /

vndo the dore
/
but they wold

not / and euer he cryed vndoo / but they wold not / And atte

lafte it noyed hem foo moche that the kynge hym felf arofe and
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came to a wyndowe there where the knyght called / Thenne he

faid fyr knyght ye fliall not entre at this tyme whylc the fane-

greal is here / and therfor goo in to another / For certes ye be

none of the i<ny3tes of the quefl / but one of them whiche hath

5 ferued the fende /
and haft lefte the feruyfe of oure lord / and he

was paffynge wrothe at the kynges wordes / Sir knyght fa-

yd the kynge fyn ye wold fo fayn entre
/ faye me of what cou-

trey ye be / Sir fayd he I am of the Realme of Logrys / and

my name is E6lor de marys / and broder vnto my lord fir lau-

10 celot / In the name of god fayd the kynge / me forthynketh of

that I haue fayd for youre broder is here within / & whan Ec-

tor de marys vnderflood that his broder was there
/

for he was

the man in the world that he mooft dredde and loued / And
thenne he fayd A god now doubleth my forowe and fliame /

IS ful truly fayd the good man of the hylle vnto Gawayne and

to me of oure dremes / Thenne wente he oute of the courte as

faft as his hors myghte / and foo thurgh oute the Caftel

C Capitulum yv>ij

i \ Henne kynge Pelles came to fire Launcelot and told

^^1^ hym tydynges of his broder wherof he was fory that

20 he wyfte not what to doo
/ Soo fir launcelot departed and toke

his armes and fayd he wold goo fee the realme of Logrys /

whiche I haue not fene in twelue moneth / and there with

commaunded the kynge to god /
and foo rode thurgh many re-

almes
/
And at the lafl he came to a whyte Abbay / And there

25 they made hym that nyghte grete chere /
And on the morne he

aroos and herd maffe / and afore an aulter he fond a ryche

Tombe whiche was newely made
/
And thenne he took hede

/ &
fawe the fydes wryten with gold /

whiche fayd ^ Here lyeth

kynge Bagdemagus of Gore whiche kynge Arthurs neuew

30 flewe and named hym fyr Gawayn / Thenne was not he a

lytel fory / for launcelot loued hym moche more than ony other

and had it ben ony other than Gawayn he fliold not haue ef-

cared from dethe to lyf / and fayd to hym felf A lord god this

is a grete hurte vnto kynge Arthurs courte the loffe of fuche
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a man
/
And thenne he departed /

and came to the Abbay whe-'

re Gatahad dyd the aduenture of the tombes / and wanne the

vvhyte fheld with the reed croffe /
and there had he grete chere

alle that nyghte /
and on the morne he torned vnto Camelot

/

where he fonde kynge Arthur and the quene / But many of the

knyghtes of the round table were flayne and deftroyed more

than half / and foo thre were come home / E6lor Gawayne and

Lyonel and many other that neden not to be reherced
/
and alle

the Courte was paffyng gladde of fyr launcelot / and the ky-

nge afked hym many tydynges of his fone Galahad / and ther

Launcelot told the kynge of his aduentures that had befallen

hym fyn he departed / and alfo he told hym of the aduentures

of Galahad Percyuale and Bors whiche that he knewe by
the letter of the dede damoyfel / And as Galahad had told hym
Now god wold fayd the kynge that they were all thre here /

that fhalle neuer be faid laur.celot / for two of hem fhalle ye ne-

uer fee but one of hem flialle come ageyne /

^ Now leue we this flory and fpeke of Galahad

C Capitulum yviij

mOvv
faith the ftory Galahad rode many lourneyes in-

vayne /
And at the laft he cam to the Abbay where ky- 20

ng Mordrayns was
/
And whan he herd that he thou3te

he wold abyde to fee hym / And vpon the morne whanne he had

herd maffe Galahad came vnto kyng Mordrayns /
And anon

the kynge fawe hym the whiche had leyne blynd of long tyme
And thenne he dreffid hym ageynfb hym / and faid Galahad 25

the feruaunt of Ihefu cryfle whos comynge I haue abyden fo

longe /
Now enbrace me and lete me refte on thy bred / So that

I may refte bitwene thyn armes / for thow arte a clene vyr-

gyn aboue all knyghtes as the floure of the lyly /
in whome

vyrgynyte is fygnefyed /
and thou arte the rofe the whiche is 30

the floure of al good vertu / & in coloure of fyre / For the fyre

of the holy ghooft is take fo in the
/
that my fleffhe which was

al dede of oldenes /
is become yonge ageyne / Thenne Galahad

herd his wordes thenne he enbraced hym & alle his body /
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Thenne fayd he
/

Fairc lord Ihefu Cryft now I hauc my wil

Now I rcquyre the in this poynt that I am in thow come and

vyfytc me / And anone oure lord herd his prayer / there with

the foule departed from the body / And thenne Galahad putte

S hym in the erthe as a kynge oughtc to be
/ and foo departede /

&
foo came in to a perillous forefte where he fond the welle

/ the

whichc boylled with grete wawes as the tale tellcth to fore /

And as foone as Galahad fette his hand therto it feaced / fo

that it brente no more / and the hete departed /
for that it brente

10 hit was a fygne of lechery the whiche was that tyme moche v-

fed
/ but that hete myght not abyde his pure vyrgyntye / & this

was taken in the countrey for a myrakle / And foo euer after

was it called Callahadys welle / Thenne by aduenture he cam

in to the countrey of Gore and in to the Abbay where launce-

15 lot had ben to fore hand and fondc the tombe of kynge Bag-

demagus /
but he was founder therof lofeph of Armathyes

fone and the Tombe of Symyan where launcelot had faylcd

Thenne he loked in to a Crofte vnder the mynfter / and there he

fawe a Tombe whiche brent ful merueylloufly /
Thenne aflvcd

20 he the bretheren what it was / Sir faid they a merueyllous ad-

uentur / that may not be broughte vnto none ende / but by hym
that paffeth of bounte and of knyghthode al them of the round

table /
I wold fayd Galahad that ye wold lede me ther to /

Gladly fayd they / and foo ledde hym tyl a caue / and he went

25 doune vpon grefys / and cam nyghe the tombe / and thenne the

flammynge fayled and the fyre ftaunched the whiche many
a day had ben grete / Thenne came there a voyce that fayd mo-

che are ye beholde to thanke oure lord / the whiche hath gyuen

yow a good houre that ye may drawe oute the fowles of er-

30 thely payne /
and to putte them in to the loyes of paradys /

I

am of your kynred the whiche haue dwelled in this hete thys

thre honderd wynter and four and fyfty to be purged of the

fynne that I dyd ageynft lofeph of Armathye / thenne Ga-

lahad toke the body in his armes and bare it in to the mynfter

35 And that nyghte lay Galahad in the Abbay / and on the mo-

rne he gaf hym feruyfe and putte hym in the erthe afore the

hyghe Aulter
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C Capitulum yiy

SOo departed he from thens / and commaunded the bre-

theren to god / and foo he rode fyue dayes tyl that he

came to the maymed kynge /
And euer folowed Percyual the

fyue dayes afkynge where he had ben /
and foo one told hymj

how the aduentures of Logrys were encheued
/ So on a daye s

it befelle that they cam oute of a grete forefte / and there they

mette at trauers with ilr Bors the whiche rode alone / hit is

none nede to telle yf they were glad / & hem he falewed
/ & they

yelded hym honour and good aduenture / and eueryche told

other / Thenne faid Bors hit is more than a yere and an half 10

that I ne lay ten tymes where men dwelled / but in wylde fo-

reftes and in montayns / but god was euer my comforte /

Thenne rode they a grete whyle tyl that they came to the caftel

of Carbonek /
And whan they were entryd within the Caftel

kynge Pelles knewe hem / thenne there was grete loye / For 15

they wyft wel by theire comynge that they had fulfylled the

queft of the Sancgreal / Thenne Elyazar kynge Pelles fone

broughte to fore hem the broken fuerd where with lofeph was

ftryken thurgh the thygh / Thenne Bors fette his hand therto/

yf that he myght haue fouded hit ageyne but it wold not be / 20

Thenne he took it to Percyual but he had no more power ther-

to than he / Now haue ye hit ageyne fayd Percyuall to Gala-

had / for and it be euer encheued by ony bodely man
/ ye muft

doo hit
/
and thenne he took the pyeces and fette hem to gyders

and they femed that they had neuer ben broken /
and as well 25

as hit had ben fyrft forged /
And whanne they within afpyed

that the aduenture of the fuerd was encheued / thenne they gaf

the fuerd to Bors
/ for hit myght not be better fet

/
for he was a

good knyghte and a worthy man / and a lytel afore euen the

fuerd arofe grete and merueyllous / and was ful of grete he- 30

te that many men felle for drede / And anone alyght a voys

amonge them and fayd they that ought not to fytte at the ta-

ble of Ihefu Cryft / aryfe / for now fhalle veray knyghtes ben

fedde / Soo they wente thens all fauf kynge Pelles and E-

lyazar his fone
/ the whiche were holy men and a mayde which 35

was his nece / and foo thefe thre felawes and they thre were
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there no mo
/ Anone they fawe knyghtes al armed came in at

the halle dore and dyd of their helmes and their armes and

fayd vnto Galahad
/ Sire we haue hyed ryght mochc for to be

with yow at this table where the holy mete fhalle be departed

5 Thenne fayd he ye be welcome / but of whens be ye / So thre of

them fayd they were of gaule / and other thre fayd they were of

Irland / and the other thre fayd they were of Denmarke / So

as they fatte thus
/
there came oute a bed of tree of a chamber /

the whiche four gentylwymmen broughte / and in the bed lay

10 a good man feke / and a crowne of gold vpon his hede /
& there

in the myddes of the place they fette hym doune and wente a-

geyne their waye / Thenne he lyfte vp his hede and fayd Gala-

had knyght ye be welcome
/

for moche haue I defyred your co-

mynge / for in fuche payne and in fuche anguyfflie I haue

15 ben longe / ^ But now I trufte to god the terme is come that

my payn fliall be alayed that I fliall paffe oute of this world fo

as it was promyfed me longe ago /
there with a voyce fayd ther

be two amonge you that be not in the queft of the Sancgreal

and therfor departe ye

C Capitulum n

20 1 I Henne kynge Pelles and his fone departed /
and there

^^J^ with alle befemed that there cam a man and four

angels from heuen clothed in lykenes of a Biffhop / and had

a croffe in his hand / and thefe foure angels bare hym vp in a

chayer / and fette hym doune before the table of fyluer where

25 vpon the Sancgreal was / and it femed that he had in myddes
of his forhede letters the whiche fayd / See ye here lofeph the

fyrft Biffhop of Cryftendome the fame whiche our lord focou-

red in the Cyte of Sarras in the fpyrytuel place / Thenne the

knyghtes merueylled / for that Biffliop was dede more than

30 thre honderd yere to fore / O knyghtes fayde he / merueyle not /

For I was fomtyme an erthely man
/ with that they herde the

chamber dore open /
and there they fawe Angels and two ba-

re candels of waxe / and the thyrd a towel / and the fourthe a

fpere whiche bled merueilloudy that thre droppes felle within
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a boxe whiche he helde with other hand / And they fette the

candels vpon the table
/
and the thyrd the towel vpon the vef-

fel / and the fourth the holy fpere euen vp ryghte vpon the vef-

fel /
And thenne the Biffhop made femblaunt as thou5 he wold

haue gone to the facrynge of the maffe
/
And thenne he tooke 5

an vbblye whiche was made in lykenes of breed / And at the

lyftynge vp / there came a fygur in lykenes of a chyld / and

the vyfage was as reed and as bryghte as ony fyre & fmote

hym felf in to the breed / fo that they all fawe hit that the breed

was formed of a fleffhely man /
and thenne he putte hit in to 10

the holy veffel ageyne / and thenne he dyd that longed to a

preeft to doo to a maffe / And thenne he wente to Galahad and

kyffed hym /
and badde hym goo and kyffe his felawes

/
and

foo he dyd anone / Now fayd he feruauntes of Ihefu Cryfte ye

fhall be fedde afore this table with fwete metes that neuer kn- 15

yghtes tafted
/
And whanne he had fayd / he vanyffhed awey

And they fette hem at the table in grete drede and made their

prayers /
thenne loked they and fawe a man come oute of the

holy veffel that had alle the fygnes of the paffion of Ihefu

Cryfte bledynge alle openly /
and fayd my knyghtes and my 20

feruauntes & my true children whiche ben come oute of dedely

lyf in to fpyrytual lyf I wyl now no lenger hyde me from

yow / but ye fhal fee now a parte of my fecretes & of my hydde

thynges / Now holdeth and receyueth the hyghe mete whiche ye

haue foo moche defyred /
Thenne took he hym felf the holy vef- 25

fel and came to Galahad /
and he kneled doune

/
and there he

receyued his faueour / and after hym foo receyued alle his fe-

lawes /
and they thoughte it foo fwete that hit was merueil-

lous to telle / Thenne fayd he to Galahad / fone woteft thow

what I hold betwixe my handes / Nay fayd he / but yf ye will 30

telle me /
This is fayd he the holy dyffhe wherin I ete the la-

mbe on flierthurfdaye / And now haft thou fene that thou moft

defyred to fee
/ but yet hafte thou not fene hit foo openly as

thow fhalt fee it in the Cyte of Sarras in the fpyrituel place

Therfore thow muft go hens and here with the this holy veffel 35

For this nyght it fhalle departe from the Realme of Logrys /

that it fhalle neuer be fene more here /
and woteft thou wherfor

for he is not ferued nor worfhypped to his ryghte by them of
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this land / for they be torned to euylle lyuync^e / therfor I fhall

difheryte them of the honour whiche I haue done hem /
And

therfore goo ye thre to morowe vnto the fee where ye fhal fyn-

de your fliyp redy / & with you take the fuerd with the ftraun-

5 Se gyrdels and no mo with yow but fire Percyual and fyre

Bors / Alfo I will that ye take with you of the blood of this

fpere for to enoynte the maymed kynge bothe his legges and

alle his body and he flialle haue his hele / Sire fayd Galahad

why fhalle not thefe other felawes goo with vs /
for this caufe

10 For ryght as I departed my poftels one here and another the-

re foo I wille that ye departe / and two of yow flialle dye in

my feruyfe / but one of yow fhal come ageyne and telle tydyn-

ges / Thenne gaf he hem his bleffynge and vanyffhed awaye /

m
C Capitulum yyj

Nd Galahad wente anone to the fpere whiche lay vp-

15 /^^^on the table
/
and touched the blood with his fyngers

and came after to the maymed kynge and anoynted his leg-

ges /
and there with he clothed hym anone / and ftarte vpon his

feet oute of his bedde as an hole man / and thanked oure lorde

that he had helyd hym / and that was not to the world ward /

20 For anone he yelded hym to a place of Relygyon of whyte

monkes and was a ful holy man / That fame nyghte aboute

mydnyght came a voyce amonge hem whiche fayde my fones &
not my chyef fones my frendes and not my werryours / goo ye

hens where ye hope beft to doo and as I bad yow /
A thanked

25 be thou lord that thou wilt vouchefaufe to calle vs thy fynners

Now maye we wel preue that we haue not loft our paynes /

And anone in alle hafte they took their harneis and departed

But the thre knyghtes of Gaule one of them hyghte Clau-

dyne kynge Claudas fone / and the other two were grete gen-

30 tylmen / thenne praid galahad to eueryche of them that yf they

come to kynge Arthurs court that they fholde falewe my lorde

fir launcelot n.iy fader and of hem of the round table /
and pra-

yed hem yf that they cam on that party that they fhold not for-

gete it / P..yght foo departed Galahad / Percyual / and Bors
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with hym /
and foo they rode thre dayes / and thenne they came

to a Ryuage and fonde the fliyp wherof the tale fpeketh of to

fore / And whanne they cam to the horde / they fonde in the myd-
des the table of fyluer / whiche they had lefte with the may-

med kynge and the Sancgreal whiche was couerd with rede 5

famyte / Thenne were they gladde to haue fuche thyngcs in the-

yr felaufhyp /
and foo they entryd /

and maade grete reuerence

ther to /
and Galahad felle in his prayer longe tyme to oure

lord that at what tyme he afked that he fliold paffe out of this

world / foo moche he prayd tyl a voyce fayd to hym Galahad lo

thou fhalt haue thy requeft /
And whan thow afl-;eft the dethe

of thy body thou fhalt haue it
/
& thenne flialt thow fynde the

lyf of the foule
/ Percyual herd this /

and prayd hym of felau-

fliip that was bitwene them to telle hym wherfor he afl<ed fu-

che thynges / That fhalle I telle yow faid Galahad / thother 15

day whanne we fawe a parte of the aduentures of the Sanc-

greal I was in fuche a loye of herte that I trowe neuer man

was
/
that was erthely /

And therfore I wote wel whan my
body is dede

/ my fowle flialle be in grete loye to fee the bleffid

Trynyte euery day / and the magefte of oure lord Ihefu Cryft 20

Soo longe were they in the fliyp / that they fayd to Galahad

fyr in this bedde ought ye to lye /
for foo faith the fcrypture / &

foo he leyd hym doune and flepte a grete whyle / And whan

he awaked he loked afore hym and fawe the Cyte of Sarras

And as they wold haue landed / they fawe the Ihyp wherein 25

Percyual had putte his fyfter in
/ Truly fayd Percyual in

the name of god / wel hath my fyfter holden vs couenaunt /

Thenne toke they out of the fliip the table of fyluer /
and he

tooke it to Percyual and to Bors to goo to fore
/
and Gala-

had came behynde / and ryght foo they went to the Cyte / and 30

at the gate of the Cyte they fawe an old man croked
/
Thenne

Galahad called hym and bad hym helpe to here this heuy thy-

nge / Truly faid the old man
/

it is ten yere ago that I my3t
not goo but with crouchys / Care thou not fayd Galahad and

aryfe vp and fliewe thy good wille
/
and foo he affayed / and 35

fonde hym felf as hole as euer he was /
Thenne ranne he to the

table /
and took one parte ageynft Galahad /

and anone arofe

there grete noyfe in the Cyte that a cryppyl was maade hole by
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knyghtes merueyls that cntryd in to the Cytc / Thenne anon

after the thrc knyghtes wcnte to the water / and broughte vp
in to the paleys Pcrcyiials fyfter / and burycd her as rychely

as a kynges doughter oughte to be / And whan the kynge of

5 the Cyte whiche was clcpcd Efloraufe fawe the felaufliyp / he

afked hem of whens they were / and what thyng it was that

they had broughte vpon the table of fyluer / & they told hym
the trouthc of the Sancgreal and the power whiche that god
had fette there / Thenne the kynge was a Tyraunt / and was

10 come of the lyne of paynyms / and toke hem / and putte hem in

pryfon in a depe hole

m
Capitulum yyij

Vt as foone as they were there oure lord fente hem the

Sancgreal /
thorow whoos grace they were al waye

fulfylled whyle that they were in pryfon /
Soo at the

15 yeres ende hit befelle that this kynge Eftouraufe lay feke and

felte that he fhold dye /
Thenne he fente for the thre knyghtes &

they came afore hym / and he cryed hem mercy of that he had

done to them / and they forgaf hit hym goodely and he dyed
anone / Whanne the kynge was dede /

alle the Cyte was defma-

20 yed and wyft not who myghte be her kynge / ^ Ryght foo as

they were in counceille there came a voyce amonge them / and

badde hem chefe the yongeft knyght of them thre to be her kynge
for he fhalle wel mayntene yow and all yours / Soo they ma-

de Galahad kynge by alle the affente of the hole Cyte / & els

2j they wold haue flayne hym /
And whanne he was come to be-

holde the land / he lete make aboue the table of fyluer a chefle

of gold and of precyous ftones that hylled the holy veffel /

And euery day erly the thre felawes wold come afore hit
/ &

make their prayers / Now at the yeres ende and the felf daye

30 after Galahad had borne the croune of gold / he arofe vp erly

and his felawes / and came to the palais / and fawe to fore

hem the holy veffel / and a man knelynge on his knees in ly-

kenes of a Biffliop that had aboute hym a grete felaufliyp of

Angels as it had ben Ihefu Cryft hym felf / & thenne he arofe
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and beganne a maffe of oure lady / And whan he cam to the

facrament of the maffe / and had done
/ anone he called Gala-

had and fayd to hym come forthe the feruaunt of Ihefu cryft

and thou fhalt fee that thou haft moche defyred to fee
/ & thenne

he beganne to tremble ryght hard / whan the dedely fleffhe be- 5

ganne to beholde the fpyrytuel thynges / Thenne he helde vp his

handes toward heuen / and fayd lord I thanke the
/

for now I

fee that that hath ben my defyre many a daye / ^ Now bleffyd

lord wold I not lenger lyue yf it myghte pleafe the lord / &
there with the good man tooke oure lordes body betwixc hys 10

handes / and proferd it to Galahad / and he receyued hit ryghte

gladly and mekcly / ^ Now woteft thow what I am fayd
the good man / Nay faid Galahad / I am lofeph of Arma-

thye the whiche oure lord hath fente here to the to bere the felau-

fhyp / and woteft thou wherfor that he hath fente me more than 13

ony other / For thou haft refemblyd in to thynges in that thou

haft fene the merueyles of the Sancgreal in that thou haft ben

a dene mayden as I haue ben and am / And whanne he had

faid thefe wordes Galahad went to Percyual and kyffed hym
& commaunded hym to god / and foo he wente to fire Bors / & 20

kyffed hym / and commaunded hym to god / and fayd Fayre
lord falewe me to my lord fyr launcelot my fader / And as

foone as ye fee hym / byd hym remembre of this vnftable world

And there with he kneled doune tofore the table / and made his

prayers / and thenne fodenly his foule departed to Ihefu Grift 25

and a grete multitude of Angels bare his foule vp to heuen /

that the two felawes myghte wel behold hit / Alfo the two fe-

lawes fawe come from heuen an hand / but they fawe not the

body /
And thenne hit cam ryght to the veffel / and took it and

the fpere / and foo bare hit vp to heuen / Sythen was there ne- 30

uer man foo hardy to faye that he had fene the Sancgreal /

Capitulum yyiij

A & I Hanne Percyual & Bors fawe Galahad dede / they

^^^^f^" made as moche forowe as euer dyd two men
/
And yf

they had not ben good men / they myght lyghtly haue fallen in

defpair / & the peple of the countrey & of the cyte were ry^t heuy 35
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And thenne he was burj'cd /
And as foone as he was bury-

ed fire Percyual yelded hym to an hermytage oute of the cy-

te /
and took a relygyous clothynge / and Bors was alwayc

with hym / but neuer chaunged he his fcculer clothyng for that

5 he purpofed hym to goo ageyne in to the Realme of Logrys /

Thus a yere and two monethes lyued fir Percyual in the her-

mytage a ful holy lyf /
and thenne paffed oute of this world

and Bors lete bery hym by his fyfter and by Galahad in the

fpyrytueltees / whanne Bors fawe that he was in fo fer coun-

10 treyes as in the partyes of Babyloyne he departed from Sar-

ras
/ and armed hym and cam to the fee

/
and cntryd in to a

fhyp / and foo it befelle hym in good aduenture
/
he cam in to the

Realme of Logrys / and he rode fo faft tyl he came to Camelot

where the kynge was / and thenne was there grete loye ma-

'5 de of hym in the Courte / for they wend alle / he had ben dede /

for as moche as he had ben foo longe oute of the countrey /
and

whan they had eten / the kynge made grete clerkes to come afo-

re hym / that they fliold cronycle of the hyghe aduentures of the

good knyghtes /
Whanne Bors had told hym of the aduentu-

20 res of the Sancgreal fuche as had befalle hym / and his thre

felawes that was launcelot / Percyual / Galahad / & hym felf

There Launcelot told the aduentures of the Sancgreal / that

he had fene
/

Alle this was made in grete bookes / and put vp
in almeryes at Salyfbury / And anone fir Bors fayd to fyre

25 Launcelot / Galahad your owne fone falewed yow by me / &
after yow kynge Arthur / and alle the Courte / and foo dyd
fir Percyual /

for I buryed hem with myn owne handes in

the Cyte of Sarras /

^ Alfo fire Launcelot Galahad prayed yow to remembre ot

30 this vnfyker world as ye behyght hym whan ye were to gyders

more than half a yere /
This is true fayd launcelot / Now I

trufte to god his prayer fhallc auayle me / thenne Launcelot

took fyr Bors in his armes /
and fayd gentyl cofyn ye are

ryght welcome to me
/
and alle that euer I maye doo for yow

35 and for yours ye flialle fynde my poure body redy atte all ty-

mes / whyles the fpyryte is in hit / and that I promyfe yow

feythfully / and neuer to fayle ^ And wete ye wel gen-

tyl cofyn fyre Bors that ye and I wylle neuer departe in
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fonder whylefl oure lyues may lafte / Sir fayd he I wylle as

ye wyllc

C "JCbus enSetb tbiftors of tbe Sancgreal tbat was brcuel\?

Drawcn oute ot dfrenffbe in to iBiioUjftbe / tbc wbicbc is a ftorg

croiisclcij toi- one ot tbe trueft anb tbe bolscft tbat is in tbgs

worlC* / tbe wbicbe is tbe jvij booh /

C 2an5 bere folowetb tbe e\?obtentb bool;

C Capitnlum priinum

Oo after the queft of the Sancgreal was ful-

fyllcd /
and allc knyghtes that were lefte on

lyue were comen ageyne vnto the table round 5

as the booke of the Sancgreal maketh mencyon

^ Thenne was there grete loye in the courte / and in efpecyal

kynge Arthur and quene Gueneuer made grete loye of the re-

menaunt that were comen home / and paffynge glad was the

kynge and the quene of fire launcclot and of fire Bors
/
For 10

they had ben paffynge long away in the queft of the Sancgre-
al

/
Thenne as the book faith fyr launcelot beganne to reforte vn-

to quene Gueneuer ageyne / and forgat the promyfe and the

perfeclyon that he made in the queft / for as the book fayth had

not fire Launcelot ben in hie preuy thou3tes and in his myn- 15

des fo fette inwardly to the quene as he was in femyng oute-

ward to god / there had no knyghte paffed hym in the quefte

of the Sancgreal /
but euer his thoughtes were pryuely on the

Quene /
and fo they loued to gyder more hotter than they did

to fore hand / and had fuche preuy draughtes to gyder that ma- 20

ny in the Courte fpak of hit /
and in efpccial fir Agrauayne/

fyr Gawayns broder
/

for he was euer open mouthed / So bifel

that fyre Launcelot had many refortes of ladyes and damoy-
fels that dayly reforted vnto hym /

that befoughte hym to be the-

ir champyon /
and in alle fuche maters of ryghte fir launcelot 25

applyed hym dayly to do for the pleafyr of oure lord Ihefu crift

And euer as moche as he myghte he withdrewe hym from the

companye and felaufliyp of Quene Gueneuer
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for to efchewe the flclaunder and noyfe /
wherfor the quene wax-

ed wroth with fir Lauiicelot /
and vpon a day flie called fir la-

uncelot vnto her chamber and faide thus
/ Sir launcelot I fee

and fele dayly that thy loue begynneth to (lake / for thou haft

5 no loye to be in my prefence / but euer thou arte oute of thys

Courte / and quarels and maters thow haft now a dayes for

ladyes and gentilwymmen more than euer thou were vvonte

to haue afore liand / A madame faid launcelot / in this ye muft

holde me excufed for dyuerfe caufes
/
one is /

I was but late

10 in the queft of the Sancgreal / and I thanke god of his gre-

te mercy and neuer of my deferte that I fawe in that my queft

as moche as euer fawe ony fynful man / and fo was it told

me
/ ^ And yf I had not my pryuy thoughtes to re-

torne to your loue ageyne as I doo I had fene as grete myf-

15 teryes as euer fawe my fone Galahad outher Percyual or fir

Bors
/ & therfor madame I was but late in that queft / wete

ye wel madame hit maye not be yet lyghtely forgeten the hy^

feruyfe in whome I dyd my dylygent laboure / Alfo madame

wete ye wel that there be many men fpeken of our loue in this

20 courte / and haue yow and me gretely in a wayte /
as fire A-

grauayne and fyr Mordred /
and madame wete ye wel I dre-

de them more for youre fake
/
than for ony fere I haue of them

my felf
/

for I maye happen to efcape and ryde my fclf in a gre-

te nede where ye muft abyde alle that wille be faid vnto yow /

25 And thenne yf that ye falle in ony diftreffe thurgh wylfulle

foly / thenne is there none other remedy or help but by me and

my blood
/ And wete ye wel madame the boldenes of you and

me wille brynge vs to grete ftiame and fiilaunder / and that

were me lothe to fee you diftionoured / and that is the caufe / I

30 take vpon me more for to do for damoyfels and maydens than

euer I dyd to forne that men fliold vnderftande my loye and

my delyte is my pleafyr to haue adoo for damoifels and may-
dens

C Capitulum ij

l-^-l Lie this whyle the quene ftood ftylle and lete fir laun-

35 /^B^^'celot faye what he wold / And when he hadde alle faid

ftie braft oute on wepynge /
and foo flie fobbed and wepte
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a grete whyle / And whan fhe myglit fpeke fhe fayd / launce-

lot now I wel vnderftande that thou arte a fals recreaut kn-

yghte and a comyn lecheoure / and loueft and holdeft other la-

dyes /
and by me thou haft defdayne and fcorne

/ ^ For wete

thou wel fhe fayd now I vnderftande thy falfhede / and ther- 5

for flialle I neuer loue the no more / and neuer be thou fo har-

dy to come in my fyghte / and ryghte here I difcharge the this

Courte that thow neuer come within hit / and I forfende the

my felaufliyp /
and vpon payne of thy hede that thou fee mc no

more
/ Ryght foo fire Launcelot departed with grete heuynes / 10

that vnnethe he my5t fufteyne hym felf for grete dole makyng
Thenne he called fir Bors fir Ector de marys and fyr Lyonel
and told hem how the quene had forfend}-d hym the Courte

and foo he was in wille to departe in to his owne Countrey /

Fair fir faid fire Bors de ganys / ye fiialle not departe oute 15

of this land by myn aduyfe / ye muft remembre in what hono-

ur ye are renoumed and called the nobleft knyght of the wo-

rld / and many grete maters ye haue in hand
/
and wymmen

in their haftynes wille doo oftymes that fore repenteth hem / &
therfor by myn aduyfe ye Ihalle take youre hors / and ryde to 20

the good hermytage here befyde wyndfoure that fomtyme was

a good knyght / his name is fir Brafias / and there flialle ye

abyde tyl I fende yow word of better tydynges / Broder fa-

id fir launcelot wete ye wel I am ful lothe to departe oute of

this realme / but the quene hath defended me foo hyhely / that 25

me femeth fhe wille neuer be my good lady as flie hath ben/

Saye ye neuer foo fayd fir Bors / for many tymes or this ty-

me fhe hath ben wroth with yow and after it fhe was the firft

that repented it
/
Ye faye wel fayd launcelot /

for now wille I

doo by youre counceylle and take myn hors and my harneis 30

and ryde to the heremyte fir Brafias / and there will I repofe

me vntyl I here fomme maner of tydynges fro yow /
but fair

broder I praye yow gete me the loue of my lady Ouene Gue-

neuer and ye maye /

^ Sire faid fire Bors ye nede not to meue me of fuche maters 35

For wel ye wote I wille doo what I may to pleafe yow / &
thenne the noble knyghte fire Launcelot departed with ryghte

heuy chere fodenly / that none erthely creature wyfte of hym / nor
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where he was become / but fir Bors
/ Soo whan fir launcelot

was departed / the queue outward made no maner of forowe

in fhewynge to none of his blood nor to none other
/ But we-

te ye wel inwardly as the book fayth fhe took grate thoughte

5 but flie bare it out with a proud countenaunce
/
as though fhe

felte nothynge nor daunger

C Capitulum ^crcium

HNd
thenne the quene lete make a preuy dyner in Ion-

don vnto the kny3tes of the round table / and al was

for to fliewe outward that fhe had as grete loye in al other

10 knyghtes of the table round as flie had in fir launcelot / a! on-

ly at that dyner fhe had fir Gawayne and his bretheren / that

is for to faye fir Agrauayn /
fir Gaherys /

fire Gareth and fyre

Mordred /
Alfo there was fir Bors de ganys / fire Blamor de

ganys / fyr Bleoberys de ganys /
fire Galyhud / fir Galyhodyn

15 fyre Eftor de marys /
fir Lyonel /

fire Palomydes / fir Safyr his

broder / fir la cote male tayle / fir Perfaunt
/ fyr Ironfyde / fyre

Brandyles / fyr kay le Senefchal /
fir Mador de la porte / Syre

Patryfe a knyght of Irland / Alyduk /
fir Aftamore / and fir

Pynel le faueage /
the whiche was cofyn to fire Lamorak de

20 galys the good knyghte that fyr Gawayne and his brethe-

ren flewe by treafon /
and fo thefe four and twenty knyghtes

fhold dyne with the quene in a preuy place by them felf
/ and

there was made a grete feeft of al maner of deyntees / but fyre

Gawayne had a cuftomme that he vfed dayly at dyner and at

25 foupcr that he loued wel al maner of fruyte /
and in efpecial

appels and perys /
And therfore who fomeuer dyned or feefted

fyre Gawayne wold comynly purueye for good fruyte for

hym / and foo dyd the quene for to pleafe fir Gawayne / flie le-

te purueye for hym al maner of fruyte / for fir Gawayn was

30 a paffyng bote knyght of nature / and this Pyonel hated fyre

Gawayne by caufe of his kynnefman fyr Lamorak de galys

& therfor for pure enuy & hate fir Pyonel enpoyfond certayn

appels for to enpoyfonne fir Gawayn / & foo this was wel vn-

to the ende of the mete / and foo it befelle by myffortune a good

35 knyght named Patryfe cofyn vnto fire Mador de la porte to
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take a poyfond Appel / And whanne he had eten hit
/ he fwalle

foo tyl he braft / & there fire Patryce felle doim fodenly deede a-

monge hem / Thenne euery knyghte lepte from the bord aflia-

med and araged for wrathe nyghe cute of her wyttes / For

they wyfte not what to faye confyderynge Ouenc Gueneuer 5

made the feeft and dyner / they alle had fufpecyon vnto her/

My lady the quene faid Gawayne / Wete ye wel madame that

this dyner was made for me
/

for alle folkes that knowen my
condycyon vnderftande that I loue wel fruyte / and now I

fee wel / I had nere be flayne / therfor madame I drede me left 10

ye will be fhamcd / Thenne the quene ftood ftylle and was fo-

re abaffhed / that he nyft not what to faye / This fhallc not fo be

ended faid fyr Mador de la porte /
for here haue I lofte a ful

noble knyght of my blood / And therfore vpon this fliame &
defpyte I wille be reuenged to the vtteraunce

/ and there open- 15

ly fir Mador appeled the queae of the dethe of his cofyn fir pa-

tryfe /
thenne ftode they all ftylle that none wold fpeke a word

ageynft hym /
for they all had grete fufpecyon vnto the quene

by caufe flie lete make that dyner /
and the quene was fo abaf-

flied that flie coude none other wayes doo but wepte foo herte- 20

ly that fhe felle in a fwoune / with this noyfe and crye came to

them kynge Arthur / And whanne he wyft of that trouble / he

was a paffynge heuy man

Capitulum iiij

-4-I Nd eucr fir Mador ftood ftylle afore the kynge / and

/^^^ euer he appeled the quene of treafon / for the cuitomme 25

was fuche that tyme that alle manere of fhameful dethe was

called treafon /
Fair lordes fayd kynge Arthur me repenteth

of this trouble
/

but the caas is fo I maye not haue adoo in

this mater for I muft be a ryghtful luge / and that repen-

teth me that I maye not doo batail for my wyf / for as I deme 30

this dede came neuer by her / And therfore I fuppofe flie fhalle

not be alle diftayned / but that fomme good knyght flial putt

his body in leopardy for my quene rather than fhe fhal be bre-

nt in a wrong quarel / And therfor fir Mador be not fo hafty /

for hit maye happen fhe flialle not be all frendeles / and therfore 35
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defyre thow thy daye of bataillc / and flie fhalle purueye her of

fommc good knyghte / that fliallc anfuer yow or els it were to

me grete fhame
/
and to alle my courte / My gracyous lord fa-

yd fir Mador ye mufte holde me excufed /
for though ye be oure

5 kynge in that degree / ye are but a knyght as we are
/'
and ye

are fworne vnto knyghthode as wel as we
/
and therfor I bi-

feche yow that ye be not difpleafed /
For there is none of the

four and twenty knyghtes that were boden to this dyner / but

alle they haue grete fufpecyon vnto the quene / What fay ye all

10 my lordes faid fir Mador
/
thenne they anfuerd by and by that

they coude not excufe the quene / for why flie made the dyner / &
outher hit muft come by her or by her feruauntes /

Alias fayd

the quene I made this dyner for a good entente / and neuer

for none euyl foo almyghty god me help in my ryght as I

15 was neuer purpofed to doo fuche euylle dedes /
and that I re-

porte me vnto god / My lord the kynge fayd fir Mador I re-

quyre yow as ye be a ryghtuous kyng gyue me a day that I

may haue luftyce / wel fayd the kynge I gyue the daye thys

day XV dayes that thow be redy armed on horfbak in the me-

20 dowe befyde weftmynfter / And yf it foo falle that there be ony

knyght to encountre with yow /
there mayft thow doo the beft /

and god fpede the ryght /
And yf hit fo falle that there be no

knyght at that day /
thenne muft my quene be brcnte / and ther

fhe fhalle be redy to haue her lugemcnt / I am anfuerd fayd fir

25 Mador /
and euery knyghte wente where it lyked hem / ^ So

whan the kynge and the quene were to gyders /
the kynge af-

ked the quene how this caas bifelle
/
the quene anfuerd /

fo god

me help I wote not how or in what maner / where is fir la-

uncelot faid kyng Arthur / and he were here he wold not grut-

30 che to doo bataille for yow /
Sire fayd the quene I wote not

where he is
/
but his brother and his kynnefmen deme that he

be not within this Realmc / that me repenteth fayd kyng Ar-

thur / For and he were here
/
he wold foone ftynte this ftryf j

Thenne I wille counceyle yow fayd the kynge and vnto fire

35 Bors that ye wil doo bataille for her for fir launcelots fake
/

And vpon my lyf he wille not refufe yow /
For wel I fee fa-

id the kynge that none of thefe foure and twenty knyghtes

that were with you at your dyner where fir Patryfe was flayn
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that willc doo batail for yow nor none of hem wille fayc well

of yow / and that flialle be a grete (klaunder for yow in thys

Courte / Alias faid the quene and I maye not doo with all

but now I mys fir launcelot
/

for and he were here / he wold

putte me foone to my hertes eafe
/ ^ what eyleth yow faid the 5

kynge ye can not kepe fir launcelot vpon your fyde / for wete

ye wel fayd the kynge who that hath lire Launcelot vpon his

partye / hath the mooft man of worfliip in the world vpon his

fyde / Now goo your way faid the kynge vnto the quene / and

requyre fir Bors to doo bataille for yow for fire launcelots fa- 10

ke

C Capitulum quintum/

SOo
the quene departed from the kynge / and fente for

fir Bors in to her chamber / And whan he was come

fhe befought hym of focour / Madame faid he / what wold ye
that I dyd / for I maye not with my worfhyp haue adoo in 15

this mater by caufe I was at the fame dyner for drede that o-

ny of tho knyghtes wold haue me in fufpecyon /
Alfo mada-

me faid fir Bors now mys ye fir launcelot
/

for he wold not

haue fayled yow neyther in ryght nor in wronge / as ye haue

wel preued whan ye haue ben in daunger / and now ye haue 20

dryuen hym oute of this countrey / by whome ye and alle we

were dayly worfliypped by /
therfor madame I merueylle how

ye dar for fliame requyre me to doo ony thynge for yow in foo

moche ye haue chaced hym oute of your countrey / by whome
we were borne vp and honoured / Alias fayr knyghte fayd the 25

quene I put me holy in your grace / and alle that is done a-

mys /
I will amende as ye wille counceyle me

/
And therwith

flie kneled doune vpon bothe her knees / and befought fir Bors

to haue mercy vpon her / outher I fhall haue a fliameful dethe

and therto I neuer offended / Ryght foo cam kyng Arthur / & 30

fonde the quene knelyng afore fir Bors / thenne fir Bors pul-

led her vp / and faid Madame ye doo me grete difhonoure / A
gentil knyght faid the kyng haue mercy vpon my Quene cur-

tois knyght / for I am now in ccrtayne flie is vntruly defamed
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And ther for curtois knyght fayd the kynge / promyfe her to

doo bataille for her / I requyre yow for the louc of fyr launce-

lot / My lord fayd fyr Bors ye requyre me the gretteft thynge
that ony man may requyre me / And wete ye wel yf I gra-

5 unte to doo bataille for the qucne I fliall vvrathe many of my
felaufliip of the table round / but as for that fayd Bors I

wille graunte my lord / that for my lord fir launcelots fake &
for your fake I wille at that daye be the quencs champyon /

onles that there come by aduenture a better knyghte than I

10 am to doo batail for her / Will ye promyfe me this fayd the ky-

nge by your feythe / ye fir faid fir Bors / of that I will not fa-

yle yow /
nor her bothe / but yf there came a better knyghte than

I am /
and thenne fhalle he haue the bataille / Thenne was the

kynge and the quene paffyng gladde / and foo departed / and

15 thanked hym hertely / Soo thenne fir Bors departed fecretely

vpon a day / and rode vnto fire launcelot there as he was wyth
the heremyte fir Braftias / & told hym of all theire aduenture

A Ihefu faid fir Launcelot this is come happely as I wold

haue hit / and thcrfor I praye yow make you redy to doo ba-

20 taille / but loke that ye tary tyl ye fee me come as longe as ye

may / For I am fure Mador is an bote knyghte whan he is en-

chaufed
/

for the more ye fuffre hym the haftyer wille he be to ba-

tail / fyr faid Bors lete me dele with hym / Doubte ye not ye
fhalle haue alle your wille / thenne departed fyre Bors from

25 hym /
and came to the Courte ageyne / Thenne was hit noyfed

in alle the Courte that fir Bors fliold doo bataill for the que-

ne / wherfore many knyghtes were difpleafyd with hym / that

he wold take vpon hym to doo batail in the quenes quarel for

there were but fewe knyghtes in all the courte but they demed

30 the quene was in the wronge / and that fhe had done that trea-

fon / Soo fire Bors anfuerd thus to his felawes of the table

round /
Wete ye wel my fayre lordes it were fliame to vs alle

and we fuffred to fee the moofb noble quene of the world to be

(hamed openly confyderynge her lord / and our lord is the man

35 of mooft worfhip in the world & mooft cryftend / and he hath

euer worfhipped vs alle in al places / Many anfuerd hym a-

geyne /
As for ourc moofte noble kynge Arthur we loue hym

and honoure hym as v/el as ye doo / but as for quene Gueneuer
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we loue her not by caufe flie is a deftroyer of good knyghtes

Fairc lordes fayd fir Bors me femeth ye faye not as ye fliold

fay / for neuer yet in my dayes knewe I neuer nor herd faye/

that euer fhe was a deftroyer of ony good knyghte / But att

alle tymes as ferre as euer I coude knowe / fhe was a mayn- 5

tener of good knyghtes / and euer fhe hath ben large and free

of her goodes to alle good knyghtes /
and the mooft bounteuo-

us lady of her yeftes and her good grace that euer I fawe or

herd fpeke of
/
And there for it were fliame faid fire Bors to

vs all to our moft noble kynges wyf / & we fuffred her to be flia- lo

mefully flayne / And wete ye wel fayd fire Bors I wylle

not fuffer it / for I dare fay foo moche the quene is not gylty

of fir Patryfe dethe /
for flic owed hym neuer none ylle wylle/

nor none of the four and twenty knyghtes that were at that

dyner /
for I dar faye /

for good loue flie bad vs to dyner / and 15

not for no male engyne /
and that I doubte not flialle be pre-

ued here after
/

for how fomeuer the game goth /
there was tre-

afon amonge vs
/
Thenne fome fayd to fire Bors we may wel

bileue your wordes / and foo fome of them were wel pleafyd/

and fomme were not fo 20

C Capita I urn vj

^^i^ He daye came on fafte vntyl the euen that the bataille

J 1 fliold be / Thenne the quene fente for fir Bors and af-

^^J^ ked hym how he was difpofed / Truly madame fayd

he I am difpofed in lyke wyfe as I promyfed yow / that is

for to faye I fhal not fayle yow / onles by aduenture there 25

come a better knyghte than I am to doo batail for yow /
then-

ne madame am I difcharged of my promyfe / ^ Wylle ye fa-

yd the quene that I telle my lord Arthur thus / doth as it fhal

pleafe yow madame / Thenne the quene wente vnto the kynge

and told hym the anfuer of fir Bors
/
haue ye no doubte faid 30

the kynge of fir Bors
/

for I calle hym now one of the befte

knyghtes of the world and the moft profytelyeft man
/
And

thus it paft on vntyl the morne
/
and the kynge and the quene

and all maner of knyghtes that were there at that tyme dre-

we them vnto the medowe byfyde wynchefter where the bataylle 35
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fliold be / And foo whan the kynge was come with the Que-
ne / and many knyghtcs of the round table / than the qucnc
was putte there in the Coneflables ward and a grete fyre ma-

de aboute an yron Itake
/
that and fyr Mador de la porte hadde

S the better / flie fhold be brente / fuche cuftomme was vfcd in tho

dayes / that neyther for fauour neyther for louc nor affynyte /

there fhold be none other but ryghtuous lugement /
as wel vp-

on a kynge as vpon a knyghte / and as wel vpon a Quene
as vpon another poure lady / Soo in this meane whyle came

to in fir Mador de la porte / and tooke his othe afore the kynge /

that the quene dyd this treafon vntyl his cofyn fir Patryfe / &
vnto his othe /

he wold preue hit with his body hand for hand

who that wold faye the contrary / Ryght fo cam in fire Bors

de ganys and fayde that as for quene Gueneucr flie is in the

'5 ryght and that wille I make good with my handes / that flie

is not culpaple of this treafon that is putte vpon her / Then-

ne make the redy faid fir Mador / and we fhalle preue whether

thow be in the ryght or I / Sir Mador faid fir Bors wete thou

wel I knowe yow for a good knyghte / Not for thenne I fhal

20 not fere yow foo gretely / but I trufle to god I fhalle be able

to withftande your malyce / But thus moche haue I promy-
fed my lord Arthur and my lady the quene that I fhalle do

bataille for her in this caas to the vttermeft / onles that there

come a better knyghte than I am / and difcharge me / Is that

25 alle faid fire Mador / outher come thou of / and doo batail with

me / or els fay nay / Take your hors faid fire Bors / and as

I fuppofe ye fhalle not tary longe / but ye fhalle be anfuerd /

thenne eyther departed to their tentys and maade hem redy to

horfbak as they thoughte beft / And anone fir Mador cam in to

30 the felde with his fhelde on his (holder & his fpere in his hand

And foo rode aboute the place cryenge vnto Arthur byd your

champyon come forthe and he dare / Thenne was fir Bors afha-

med and took his hors /
and came to the lyftes ende / ^ And

thenne was he ware where cam from a wood there fafle by a

35 knyght all armed vpon a whyte hors with a flraunge flielde

of ftraunge armes /
and he came rydynge alle that he myghte

renne /
and foo he came to fir Bors and fayd thus Fair kny-

ght I pray )'ow be net difpleafed / for here muft a better kny;t
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than ye are haue thys bataille / therfor I praye yow witlidra-

we yow / For wete ye wel I haue had this day a ryght grete

lourneye / and this bataille ought to be myn / and foo I pro-

myfed yow whan I fpak with yow laft / and with alle my
herte I thanke yow of your good wille / Thenne fire Bors ro- 5

de vnto kynge Arthur and told hym how there was a kny^t

come that wold haue the bataille for to fyghte for the Quene

^ what knyght is he faid the kynge / I wote not fayd fyre

Bors / but fuche couenaunt he made with me to be here this day
Now my lord fayd fyr Bors here am I difcharged /

lo

Capitulum vij

m I Henne the kynge called to that knyghte / and afked

^^1^ hym / yf he wold fyghte for the quene / Thenne he an-

fuerd to the kynge therfor cam I hydder / and therfor fir kyng
he fayd tary me noo lenger for I may not tary / For anone

as I haue fynyfflied this bataille I mull departe hens /for I 15

haue a doo many matters els where / For wete yow wel fayd

that knyght this is diflionour to yow alle knyghtes of the ro-

und table to fee and knowc foo noble a lady and fo curtoys

a quene as quene Gueneuer is thus to be rebuked and fha-

nied amongeft yow /
thenne they alle merueylled what kny^t 20

that myghte be that foo tooke the bataille vpon hym / For there

was not one that knewe hym but yf it were fyre Bors / Then-

ne fayd fir Mador de la porte vnto the kynge / now lete me we-

te with whome I fhalle haue adoo with alle / And thenne they

rode to the lyftes ende / and there they couched theire fperes / & 25

ranne to gyder with alle their myghtes / and fire Madors fpere

brake alle to pyeces / but the others fpere held / and bare fyre

Madors hors and alle bakward to the erthe a grete falle /

But myghtely and fodenly he auoyded his hors
/ and putte

his fheld afore hym / and thenne drewe his fuerd
/ and badde 30

the other knyghte alyghte / and doo batail with hym on foote

Thenne that knyght defcended from his hors lyghtly lyke a

valyaunt man
/ and putte his fheld afore hym and drewe

his fuerd
/
and foo they came egcrly vnto bataille

/ and eyther
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gaf other many grcte ftrokes tracynge and trauercynge / ra-

cynge and foynyngc / and hurtlyng to gyder with her fuerdes

as it were wyld bores / thus were they fyghtyngc nyghe an

houre / For this fa' Mador was a ftronge I<nyghte /
and mygh-

S tely proued in many ftronge batails / But at the lafte thys

knyghte fmote fir Madore grouelynge vpon the erthe / and the

knyght ftepped nere hym to haue pulled fir Mador flatlynge

vpon the ground / and there with fodenly fir Mador aroos
/
&

in his ryfynge he fmote that knyght thurgh the thyck of the

10 thy5es that the blood ranne oute fyerfly / ^ And whan he

felte hym felf foo wounded / and fawe his blood he lete hym
aryfe vpon his feet / And thenne he gaf hym fuche a buffet vp-

on the helme / that he felle to the erthe flatlynge / and therwith

he ftrode to hym to haue pulled of his helme of his hede
/
And

15 thenne fir Mador prayd that knyghte to faue his lyf / and fo

he yelded hym as ouercome and relecyd the quene of his qua-

rel /
I wille not graunte the thy lyf faid that knyghte only

that thou frely relece the quene for euer / and that no mencyon
be made vpon fir Patryces tombe that euer Quene Gueneuer

20 confented to that treafon / Alle this fhalle be done faid fir ma-

dor I clerely difcharge my quarel for euer / Thenne the kny5-
tes parters of the lyftes toke vp fire Mador / and ledde hym to

his tente / and the other knyghte wente ftreyghte to the fteyer

foote where fat kyng Arthur /
and by that tyme was the que-

25 ne come to the kynge / and eyther kyffed other hertely / And
whan the kynge fawe that knyghte / he ftouped doune to hym/
and thanked hym /

and in lyke wyfe dyd the quene / and the

kynge prayd hym to putte of his helmet / and to repofe hym /
&

to take a fop of wyn / and thenne he putte of his helmet to dr-

30 ynke / and thenne euery knyght knewe hym that it was fyre

Launcelot du lake / Anone as the quene wyft that / he took the

quene in his hand / and yode vnto fyr launcelot and fayd fir

graunt mercy of your grete trauaille that ye haue hadde thys

day for me and for my quene / My lord fayd fir launcelot wete

35 ye wel I oughte of ryghte euer to be in your quarel /
and in

my lady the quenes quarel to do batail / for ye ar the man that

gaf me the hyghe ordre of knyghthode / and that daye my la-

dy your quene dyd me grete worfhip / & els I had ben Ihamed

[leaf 368 verso]



JGooli rvlii.] [ 737 ] [Cbap. vlil.

for that fame day ye made me knyghte / thurgh my haftyneffe I

loft my fuerd
/
and my lady your quene fond hit

/
and lapped

hit in her trayne / and gafe me my fuerd whan I hadde nede

therto
/ and els had I ben fliamed emonge alle knyghtes / &

therfor my lord Arthur I promyfed her at that day euer to be 5

her knyghte in ryghte outher in wronge /
Graunt mercy fayd

the kyng for this iourneye / & wete ye wel faid the kyng I fhal

acquyte youre goodenes / and euer the quene behelde fir launce-

lot / and wepte fo tendyrly that flie fanke all moft to the groud

for forowe that he had done to her foo grete goodenes where fhe 10

fhewed hym grete vnkyndenes / ^ Thenne the knyghtes of his

blood drewe vnto hym /
and there eyther of them made grete io-

ye of other
/
And fo came alle the knyghtes of the table round

that were there at that tyme / and welcomed hym / And then-

ne fir Mador was had to leche crafte / and fire launcelot was 15

helyd of his woud / And theni^e there was made grete loye &

myrthes in that courte

C Capitulum octauum/

HNd
foo it befelle that the damoyfel of the lake / her na-

me was Nymue /
the whiche wedded the good kny5t

fir Pelleas /
and foo flie cam to the Courte / for euer flie 20

dyd grete goodenes vnto kynge Arthur
/
and to alle his kny-

tes thurgh her forcery and enchauntementes /
And foo whan

fhe herd how the quene was an angred for the dethe of fyre

Patryfe /
Thenne flie told it openly that fhe was neuer gylty

and there fhe difclofed by whome it was done and named hym 25

fyr Pynel /
and for what caufe he dyd it

/
there it was openly

difclofed /
and foo the quene was excufed / and the kny3t Py-

nel fled in to his countre /
Thenne was it openly knowen that

fyr Pynel enpoyfond the appels att the feeft to that entente to

haue deflroyed fire Gawayne / by caufe fyr Gawayne and his 3°

bretheren deftroyed fyr Lamorak de galys /
to the whiche fyre

Pynel was cofyn vnto
/
Thenne was fire Patryce buryed in

the chirche of Weftmeftre in a tombe
/
and there vpon was wry-

ten /
Here lyeth fyre Patryce of Irlond flayne by fyre Pynel
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le faueage / that cnpoyfoncd appels to haue flaync fyrc Gawa-

yne / and by myffortunc fire Patrycc etc one of tho appels / &
thenne fodenly he brafl: / Alfo there was wryten vnto the tom-

be that Quene Gueneuer was appelyd of trcafon of the deth

5 of fire Patrycc by fir Mador de la portc / and there was made

mencyon how fire launcelot foughte with hym for quene Gue-

neuer
/ and ouercame hym in playne bataille / Alle this was

wryten vpon the tombe of fyr Patrycc in excufyng of the que-

ne / And thenne fir Mador fewed dayly and long / to haue the

10 Quenes good grace /
and foo by the meanes of fyre launce-

lot he caufed hym to ftande in the quenes good grace / and all

was forgyuen /
Thus it paffed on tyl oure lady daye affup-

cyon /
within a xv dayes of that feeft the kynge lete crye a gre-

te luftes and a turnement that fhold be at that daye att Ca-

iS melot that is wynchefter / and the kynge lete crye that he and

the kynge of Scottes wold lufte ageynft alle that wold co-

me ageynft hem / And whan this crye was made / thydder cam

many knyghtes / Soo there came thyder the kyng of Northga-

lys and kyng Anguyffhe of Irland / and the kyng with the

20 honderd knyghtes / and Galahaut the haute prynce / and the

Kynge of Northumberland / and many other noble dukes &
Erles of dyuerfe countreyes / Soo kynge Arthur made hym re-

dy to departe to thife luftys / and wold haue had the Quene
with hym / but at that tyme fhe wold not / fhe faid / for fhe was

25 feke and myghte not ryde at that tyme / That me repenteth fa-

yd the kynge /
for this feuen yere ye fawe not fuche a noble fe-

laufhyp to gyders excepte at wytfontyde whan Galahad de-

parted from the Courte / Truly fayd the quene to the kynge /

ye mufte holde me excufed /
I maye not be there / and that me

30 repenteth /
and many demed the quene wold not be there by

caufe of fir launcelot du lake /
for fire launcelot wold not ly-

de with the kynge /
for he faid /

that he was not hole of the wo-

und the whiche fire Mador had gyuen hym / wherfor the kynge
was heuy and paffynge wrothe / and foo he departed toward

35 wyncheflre with his felaufliyp / and foo by the way the kynge

lodged in a Towne called Aftolot
/

that is now in Englyffh

called Gylford / and there the kynge lay in the Caflel / Soo

whan the kynge was departed /
the quene called fir launcelot
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to her / and faid thus
/ Sire launcelot ye are gretely to blame

thus to holde yow behynde my lord
/ what trowe ye what will

youre enemyes and myne faye and deme / noughte els but

fee how fire launcolot holdeth hym euer behynde the kyng / and
foo doth the quene / for that they wold haue their pleafyr to gy-
ders / And thus wylle they faye fayd the Quene to fyr laun-

celot haue ye noo doubte therof

C Capltulum iy

W II ^k Adame faid fyr Launcelot I allowe your wytte / it is^ 11%/ of late come fyn ye were wyfe / And therfor madame
at this tyme I wille be rulyd by your counceylle / and thys lo

nyghte I wylle take my reft / and to morowe by tyme I wyll
take my waye toward wyncheft'-e /

^ But wete yow wel fayd fir Launcelot to the quene / that

at that luftes I wille be ageynft the kynge and ageynfiie al

his felaufliyp / ye maye there doo as ye lyft fayd the Quene / '5

but by my counceylle ye fhalle not be ageynft youre kyng and

youre felaufliyp / For therin ben ful many hard knyghtes of

youre blood as ye wote wel ynough / hit nedeth not to reherce

them / ^ Madame faid fyre Launcelot I praye yow that ye be

not difpleafyd with me / for I wille take the aduenture that 20

god wylle fende me / And foo vpon the morne erly fyre laun-

celot herd niaffe and brake his faft
/ and foo toke his leue of

the quene and departed / And thenne he rode foo moche vntyl
he came to Aftolat that is Gylford / and there hit happed hym
in the euentyde he cam to an old Barons place that hyght fir 25

Bernard of Aftolat / And as fyre launcelot entryd in to

his lodgynge / kynge Arthur afpyed hym as he dyd walke in

a gardyn befyde the Caftel how he took his lodgynge / & kne-

we hym ful wel / ^ It is wel fayd kynge Arthur vnto the

knyghtes that were with hym in that gardyn befyde the caf- 3°

tel /
I haue now afpyed one knyghte that wylle playe his

playe at the luftes
/

to the whiche we be gone toward / I vn-

dertake he wil do merueils / Who is that we pray you telle vs
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fayd many knyghtcs that were there at that tyme / yc flial not

wcte for me faid the kyngc as at this tyme / And foo the kyng

fmyled / and vvcnte to his lodgyngc / Soo whan fire launcelot

was in his lodgynge / and vnarmed hym in his chamber the

S olde baron and hercmytc came to hym makynge his reuerencc

and welcomed hym in the beft maner / but the old knyght kne-

we not fire Launcelot / Fair fir faid fir launcelot to his hoofte

I wold praye yow to lene me a flielde that were not openly

knowen for myn is vvel knowen / Sir faid his hoofb ye fhallc

10 haue your defyre / for me femeth ye be one of the lykelyeft kny-

ghtes of the world / and therfor I fliall fhewe you frendfhip

Sire wete yow wel I haue two fones that were but late ma-

de knyghtes / and the eldeft hyghte fir Tirre / and he was hurt

that fame day he was made knyghte that he may not ryde / and

15 his fheld ye flialle haue
/
For that is not knowen I dare faye

but here /
and in no place els

/
and my yongeft fone hyght La-

uayne / and yf hit pleafe yow / he fhalle ryde with yow vnto

that luftes /
and he is of his age x ftronge and wyght / for mo-

che my herte gyueth vnto yow that ye fhold be a noble kny3te

20 therfor I praye yow telle me your name
/

faid fir Bernard

As for that fayd fire launcelot ye muft holde me excufed as

at this tyme /
And yf god gyue me grace to fpede wel att the

luftes /
I fhalle come ageyne and telle yow / but I praye yow

faid fir Launcelot in ony wyfe lete me haue youre fone fire la-

25 uayne with me / and that I maye haue your broders fhelde /

Alle this fhalle be done faid fir Bernard
/ ^ This old baron

had a doughter that tyme that was called that tyme the faire

mayden of Aftolat / And euer fhe beheld fir launcelot wonder-

fully /
And as the book fayth fhe caft fuche a loue vnto fir la-

30 uncelot that fhe coude neuer withdrawe her loue / wherfore fhe

dyed /
and her name was Elayne le blank

/ Soo thus as fhe

cam to and fro
/ flie was foo hote in her loue that flie befoughte

fyr launcelot to were vpon hym at the lufiies a token of hers

^ Faire damoyfel faid fir launcelot / and yf I grauntc yow
35 that ye may faye I doo more for youre loue than euer I dyd

for lady or damoyfel / ^ Thenne he remembryd hym that he

wold goo to the luftes defguyfed / And by caufe he had neuer

fore that tyme borne noo manere of token of noo damoyfel
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^ Thenne he bethoughte hym that he wold here one of her that

none of his blood there by myghte knowe hym /
and thenne

he faid Faire mayden I wylle graunte yow to were a token

of yours vpon myn helmet /
and therfor what it is

/
flicwe it me

Sir fhe faid it is a reed fleue of myn of fcarlet wel enbrou- 5

dred with grate perlys / and foo flie brought it hym / Soo fyre

Launcelot receyued it / and fayd neuer dyd I erfi; foo nioche/
for no damoyfel / And thenne fir launcelot bitoke the fair may-
den his flielde in kepyng / and praid her to kepc that vntyl that

he came ageyne / and foo that nyghte he had mery reft & grete 10

chere / For euer the damoyfel Elayne was aboute fire Laun-

celot alle the whyle fhe myghte be fuffred

Capitulum y

SOo vpon a daye on ihe morne kynge Arthur and al

his knyghtes departed /
for theire kynge had tarycd

thre dayes to abyde his noble knyghtes / And foo whanne the 15

kynge was rydcn / fir launcelot and fire Lauayne made hem

redy to ryde /
and eyther of hem had whytc flieldes

/
and the reed

fleue fir Launcelot lete cary with hym / and foo they tooke the-

ir leue at fyr Bernard the old baron / and att his doughter

the faire mayden of Aftolat
/
And thenne they rode foo long til 20

that they came to Camelot that tyme called wyncheftre /
and

there was grete prces of kynges / dukes /
Erles /

and barons/

and many noble knyghtes / But there fir launcelot was lod-

ged pryuely by the meanes of fir lauayne with a ryche bur-

geis that no man in that toune was ware what they were
/ & 25

foo they repofed them there til oure lady day affumpcyon as

the grete feeft fliolde be / Soo thenne trumpets blewe vnto the

felde / and kynge Arthur was fette on hyghe vpon a fi-rafhold

to beholde who dyd beft / But as the Frenfflie book faith
/ the

kynge wold not fuffcr fyre Gawayn to goo from hym /
for ne- 30

uer had fir Gawayn the better and fire launcelot were in the

felde /
& many tymes was fir Gawayn rebuked whan laijcelot

cam in to ony luftes defguyfed / Thenne fom of the kynges as

kynge Anguyfflie of Irland and the kynge of Scottes were

that tyme torned vpon the fyde of kynge Arthur / ^ And 35
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thenne on the other party was the kyngc of Northgalys /
and

the kynge with the honderd knyghtcs / and the kynge of Nor-

thumberland / and fyre Galahad the haut prynce /
But thefe

thre kynges and this duke were paffyng weyke to holde age-

S ynft kynge Arthurs party / for with hym were the nobleft kn-

yghtes of the world / Soo thenne they withdrewe hem eyther

party from other /
and euery man made hym redy in his beft

maner to doo what he myghte / ^ Thenne fyre Launcelot made

hym redy / and putte the reed fleue vpon his hede / and faftned

lo it faft / and foo fyre launcelot and fyre Lauayne departed out

of wyncheftre pryuely /
and rode vntyl a lytel leuyd wood /

behynde the party that held ageynft kyng Arthurs party /
and

there they helde them ftylle tyl the partyes fmote to gyders / &
thenne cam in the kynge of Scottes and the kyng of Irland

IS on Arthurs party /
and ageynft them came the kynge of Nor-

thumberland
/
and the kynge with the honderd knyghtes fm-

ote doun the kynge of Northumberland / and the kynge with

the honderd knyghtes fmote doune kynge Anguyffhe of Ir-

land / Thenne fyre Palomydes that was on Arthurs party

20 encountred with fyre Galahad /
and eyther of hem fmote do-

une other
/
and eyther party halpe their lordes on horfbak a-

geyne / Soo there began a ftronge affaile vpon bothe partyes /

And thenne came in fyr Brandyles / fyre Sagramor le defy-

rus / fire Dodynas le faueage / fir kay le fenefchal /
fir Gryf-

2s let le fyfe de dieu
/

fir Mordred / fir Melyot de logrys / fyr O-

zanna le cure hardy /
fir Safyr /

fir Epynogrys / fyr Galleron

of Galway / AUe thefe xv knyghtes were knyghtes of the ta-

ble round / Soo thefe with moo other came in to gyders / and

bete on bak the kynge of Northumberland and the kynge of

3° Northwalys /
whan fir launcelot fawe this as he houed in a

lytil leued woode
/
thenne he fayd vnto fyre lauayn / fee yon-

der is a company of good knyghtes /
and they hold them to gy-

ders as bores that were chauffed with dogges / that is trouthe

faid fyre Lauayne

C Capitulum yj
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C Capitulum yj

IK^-l Ovv fayd fyre Launcelot / and ye vville helpe me a ly-

11 ^tel / ye flialle fee yonder felaufliip that chafeth now the-

fe men in oure fyde that they flial go as faft bakward as they

wente forward / Sir fpare not faid fire Lauayne /
for I fliall

doo what I maye / Thenne fire Launcelot and fire Lauayne 5

cam in at the thyckeft of the prees / and there fyre launcelot

fmote doune fyr Brandyles / fyre Sagramore / fyre Dodynas/
fir Kay / fyr Gryflet / and alle this he dyd with one fpere / and

fire Lauayne fmote doune fire Lucan the buttelere / and fir Be-

deuere / And thenne fire Launcelot gat another fpere / & there lo

he fmote doune fir Agrauayne / fire Gaherys / and fir Mordred

and fir Melyot de Logrys /
and fir Lauayne fmote doune O-

zanna le cure hardy / and thenne fir Launcelot drewe his fuerd

and there he fmote on the ryght hand and on the lyfte hand

and by grete force he vnhorced fyr Safyr / fire Epynogrys / & 15

fir Galleron / and thenne the knyghtes of the table round with-

drewe them abak after they had goten their horfcs as vvcl as

they myghte / O mercy Ihefu faid fire Gawayne what kny5te
is yonder that doth foo merueyllous dedes of armes in that fe-

Ide
/

I wote not what he is fayd kynge Arthur /
But as att 20

this tyme I wille not name hym / fyre fayd fire Gawayne I

wold fay it were fyr launcelot by his rydynge and his buf-

fets that I fee hym dele / but euer me femeth it fliold not be he

for that he bereth the reed fleue vpon his hede / for I wyft hym
neuer here token at no luftes of lady nor gentilwoman / Lete 25

hym be faid kynge Arthur / he wille be better knowen / and do

more or euer he departe / Thenne the party that was ayenft ky-

nge Arthur were wel comforted
j
and thenne they helde hem

to gyders that before hand were fore rebuked / Thenne fir Bors

fir E6lor de marys and fir Lyonel called vnto them the kny3- 30

tes of their blood
/

as fir Blamor de ganys / fyre Bleoberys

fyr Alyduke /
fir Galyhud / fire Galyhodyn /

fir Bellangere le

beufe /
foo thefe nyne knyghtes of fir launcelots (kynne threfte

in myghtely / for they were al noble knyghtes / and they of

grete hate and defpyte that they had vnto hym thoughte to re- 35

buke that noble knyght fir launcelot & fir lauayne /
for they
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knevve hem not / and foo they cam hurlynge to gyders / & fmotc

doune many knyghtes of northgalys and of northumbcrland

And whanne fire launcelot fawe them fare foo /
he gat a fpere

in his hand
/ and there encountrcd with hym al attones fyr bors

5 fir Eflor and fire Lyonel /
and alle they thro fmote hym attc

ones with their fperes /
And with fors of them felf they fmo-

te fir launcelots hors to the erthe
/
and by myffortune fir bors

fmote fyre launcelot thurgh the fhelde in to the fyde /
and the

fpere brake / and the hede lefte ftylle in his fyde /
whan fir La-

10 uayne fawe his maifter lye on the ground / he ranne to the ky-

nge of fcottes / and fmote hym to the erthe
/
and by grete force

he took his hors / and brought hym to fyr launcelot / and maul-

gre of them al he made hym to mounte vpon that hors
/
& then-

ne launcelot gat a fpere in his hand
/
and there he fmote fyre

IS Bors hors and man to the erthe /
in the fame wyfe he ferued

fyre E6lor and fyre Lyonel / and fyre Lauayne fmote doune fir

Blamore de ganys /
And thenne fir launcelot drewe his fucrd

for he felte hym felf fo fore y hurte that he wende there to haue

had his dethe
/
And thenne he fmote fire Bleoberys fuchc a

20 buffet on the helmet that he felle doune to the erthe in a fwoun

And in the fame wyfe he ferued fir Alyduk / and fir Galyhud

And fire Lauayne fmote doune fyr Bellangere that was the

fone of Alyfaunder le orphelyn / and by this was fire Bors

horfed / and thenne he came with fire E6lor and fyr Lyonel /
&

25 alle they thre fmote with fuerdes vpon fyre launcelots helmet/

And whan he felte their buffets /
and his wounde the whiche

was foo greuous than he thought to doo what he myght why-

le he myght endure
/
And thenne he gaf fyr Bors fuche a buf-

fet that he made hym bowe his heed paffynge lowe /
and there

30 with al he raced of his helme /
and myght haue flayne hym / &

foo pulled hym doune /
and in the fame wyfe he ferued fyre

E6lor and fire Lyonel / For as the book faith he myghte haue

flayne them
/
but whan he fawe their vyfages /

his herte myght
not ferue hym therto / but lefte hem there

35 ^ And thenne afterward he hurled in to the thyckeft prees

of them alle and dyd there the merueylouft dedes of armes th-

at euer man fawe or herde fpeke of
/ And euer fire Lauayne

the good knyghte with hym /
and there fire Launcelot with
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his fuerd fmote doune and pulled doune as the FrenfHie book

maketh mencyon moo than thyrtty knyghtes / & the mooft par-

ty were of the table round / and fire Lauayne dyd ful vvel

that day / for he fmote doune ten knyghtes of the table round
/

C Capitulum yij

m II ^^ Ercy Ihefu faid fyr Gawayne to Arthur I merueil 5

^1^ 11%/ what knyghte that he is with the reed fleue
/ Syr faide

kynge Arthur he wille be knovven or he departe / and thenne the

kynge blewe vnto lodgynge / and the pryce was gyuen by he-

rowdes vnto the knyghte with the whyte fhelde that bare the

reed fleue / Thenne came the kynge with the honderd kny3tes lo

the kynge of Northgalys / and the kynge of Northumberland

and fir Galahaut the haute prynce / and fayd vnto fire laun-

celot
/ fayre knyght god the bleffe / for moche haue ye done this

day for vs / therfor we praye yow that ye wille come with vs

that ye may receyue the honour and the pryce as ye haue wor- 15

Ihipfully deferued it
/ My faire lordes faide fyre launcelot wete

yow wel yf I haue deferued thanke / I haue fore bought hit

and that me repenteth / for I am lyke neuer to efcape with my
lyf / therfor faire lordes I pray yow that ye wille fuffer me to

departe where me lyketh / for I am fore hurte / I take none force 20

of none honour / for I had leuer to repofe me than to be lord

of alle the world
/ and there with al he groned pytoufly and

rode a grete wallop away ward fro them vntyl he came vndcr

a woodes fyde / And whan he fawe that he was from the felde

nyghe a myle that he was fure he myghte not be fene / Thenne 25

he faid with an hy5 voys / O gentyl knyght fir Lauayne helpe
me that this truncheon were oute of my fyde / for it ftycketh fo

fore that it nyhe fleeth me / O myn owne lord faid fir Lauayne
I wold fayn do that my3t pleafe yow /

but I drede me fore / & I

pullc oute the truncheon that ye fhalle be in perylle of dethe / I 30

charge you faid fir launcelot as ye loue me drawe hit oute / &
there with alle he defcended from his hors / and ryght foo dyd
fir Lauayn /

and forth with al fir Lauayn drewe the trunche-

on out of his fyde / and gaf a grete fliryche and a merueillous
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gryfely grone / and the blood brafte oute nyghe a pynt at ones

that at the laft he fanke doun vpon his buttoks & fo fwouned

pale and dedely /
Alias fayd fire Lauayne what flialle I doo

And thenne he torned fir launcelot in to the wynde / but foo he

S laye there nyghe half an houre as he had ben dede
/ And fo at

the lafte fyre Launcelot cade vp his eyen / and fayd O Laua-

yn helpe me
/
that I were on my hors

/ for here is faft by with-

in this two myle a gentyl heremyte that fomtyme was a fulle

noble knyghte and a grete lord of poffeffions / And for grete

10 goodenes he hath taken hym to wylful pouerte / and forfaken

many landes / and his name is fire Baudewyn of Bretayn
and he is a ful noble furgeon and a good leche / Now lete

fee
/ helpe me vp that I were there / for euer my herte gyueth

me that I fhalle neuer dye of my cofyn germayns handes / &
15 thenne with grete payne fir Lauayne halpe hym vpon his hors

And thenne they rode a grete wallop to gyders / and euer fyr

Launcelot bledde / that it ranne doune to the erthe / and fo by for-

tune they came to that hermytage the whiche was vnder a wo-

od /
and a grete clyf on the other fyde / and a fayre water ren-

20 nynge vnder it / And thenne fire Lauayn bete on the gate with

the but of his fpere / and cryed faft / Lete in for Ihefus fake/

and there came a fair chyld to them / and afked hem what they

wold /
Faire fone faid fyr Lauayne / goo and pray thy lord/

the heremyte for goddes fake to lete in here a knyghte that is

25 ful fore wounded / and this day telle thy lord I fawe hym do

more dedes of armes than euer I herd fay ony man dyd
Soo the chyld wente in lyghtely / and thenne he brought the

heremyte the whiche was a paffynge good man
/ Whan fyr la-

uayne fawe hym he prayd hym for goddes fake of focour / what

30 knyght is he fayd the heremyte /
is he of the hows of kyng ar-

thur or not /
I wote not faid fire Lauayne what is he / nor

what is his name / but wel I wote I fawe hym doo meruey-

loufly this daye as of dedes of armes / On whos party was

he fayd the heremyte / fyre faid fyre Lauayne he was this daye

35 ageynft kynge Arthur /
and there he wanne the pryce of alle

the knyghtes of the round table / I haue fene the daye fayd

the heremyte /
I wold haue loued hym the werfe / by caufe he

was ageynft my lord kynge Arthur / for fomtyme I was one
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of the felaufliip of the round table / but I thanke god now

I am otherwyfe difpofed /
But where is he

/ lete me fee hym/
Thenne fir Lauayne broughte the heremyte to hym

C Capitulum yiij

l-^-l Nd whan the heremyte beheld hym as he fat lenynge

/^B^^vpon his fadel bowe euer bledynge pytoufly / and e- 5

uer the knyghte heremyte thoughte that he fhold knowe hym
but he coude not brynge hym to knouleche / by caufe he was foo

pale for bledynge / what knyghte are ye fayd the heremyte / and

where were ye borne / My fayre lord fayd fyre Launcelot I am
a ftraunger and a knyghte auenturous that laboureth thur5 10

oute many Realmes for to wynne worfhip / Thenne the here-

myte aduyfed hym better / and fawe by a wound on his cheke

that he was fyr Launcelot / Alias fayd the heremyte myn ow-

ne lord why layne you your name from me
/ ^ For fothe I

oughte to knowe yow of ry5t /
for ye are the mooft nobleft kn- 15

yghte of the world / for wel I knowe yow for fire launcelot

Sire faid he fythe ye knowe me
/ helpe me and ye may for god-

des fake
/

for I wold be oute of this payne at ones
/ outher to

dethe or to lyf /
Haue ye no doubte fayd the heremyte ye fhall

lyue and fare ryght wel
/
and foo the heremyte called to hym 20

two of his feruauytes /
and fo he and his feruauntes bare hym

in to the hermytage / and lyghtely vnarmed hym / and leyd

hym in his bedde / And thenne anone the heremyte ftaunched

his blood and made hym to drynke good wyn fo that fir la-

uncelot was wel refrefflied and knewe hym felf / For in the- 25

fe dayes it was not the guyfe of heremytes as is now a dayes
For there were none heremytes in tho dayes but that they had

ben men of worfliyp and of proweffe / and tho heremytes helde

grete houfliolde / and refreffliyd peple that were in diftreffe /

^ Now torne we vnto kynge Arthur and leue we fir laun- 30

celot in the hermytage / ^ Soo whan the kynges were comen

to gyders on bothe partyes / and the grete feefte fliold be holden

kynge Arthur afked the kynge of Northgalys and theyr fe-

laufliyp where was that knyghte that bare the reed fleue / br-

ynge hym afore me that he may haue his lawde and honour & 35
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the pryce as it is ryght /
Thenne fpake fir Galahad the haute

prynce and the kynge with the honderd knyghtcs /
we fuppofe

that knyghte is mcfcheued & that he is neucr lyke to fee yow

nor none of vs alle / and that is the gretteft pytc that eucr we

S wyfle of ony knyghte / Alias fayd Arthur how may this be
/

is he foo hurte /
What is his name fayd kynge Arthur / Truly

faid they all we knowe not his name /
nor from whens he cam

nor whyder he wold / Alias fayd the kynge this be to me the

werft tydynges that came to me this feuen yere /
For I wold

10 not for alle the londes I welde to knowe and wete it were fo

that that noble knyght were flayne /
knowe ye hym fayd they

al / C ^^ ^°'^ ^^^^ ^^y^ Arthur /
whether I kno-

we hym or knowe hym not / ye flial not knowe for me what

man he is but almyghty ihefu fende me good good tydynges

15 of hym and foo faid they alle / By my hede faid fire Gawayn

yf it foo be that the good knyghte be fo fore hurte / hit is grete

dommage and pyte to alle this land /
For he is one of the no-

bleft knyghtes that euer I fawe in a felde handle a fpere or

a fuerd /
And yf he maye be founde I fhalle fynde hym / For

20 I am fure he nys not fer fro this towne /
here yow wel fayd

kynge Arthur /
and ye may fynde hym onles that he be in fu-

che a plyte that he may not welde hym felf
/
Ihefu defende fayd

fir Gawayne /
but wete I fhalle what he is and I may fyn-

de hym / Ryght foo fyre Gawayne took a fquyer with hym vp-

25 on hakneis and rode al aboute Camelot within vj or feuen my-

le /
but foo he came ageyne and coude here no word of hym /

Thenne within two dayes kynge Arthur and alle the felau-

(hyp retorned vnto london ageyne /
And foo as they rode by

the waye /
hit happed fir Gawayne at Afiiolat to lodge wyth

30 fyr Bernard / there as was fyr Launcelot lodged /
and foo as

fire Gawayn was in his chamber to repofe hym / fyr Barnard

the old Baron came vnto hym and his doughter Elayne to

chere hym and to afke hym what tydynges and who dyd beft

at that turnement of wynchefter / Soo god me help faid fyre

35 Gawayne there were two knyghtes that bare two whyte fhel-

des /
but the one of hem bare a reed fieue vpon his hede and cer-

taynly he was one of the befi: knyghtes that euer I fawe lufte

in felde /
For I dare fay fayd fire Gawayne that one knyght
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with the reed fleue fmote doune fourty knyghtes of the table

round / and his felawe dyd ryght wel and worfliypfully /

^ Now bleffid be god fayd the fayre mayden of Aftolat

that that knyght fped foo wel / for he is the man in the world

that I fyrft loued
/'
and truly he flialle be lafte that euer I fh- s

alle loue / / Now fayre mayde fayd fir Gawayne is that good

knyght your loue / Certaynly fir fayd flie
/ wete ye wel he is

my loue
/

thenne knowe ye his name fayd fire gawayne / Nay
truly faid the damoyfel /

I knowe not his name nor from vvhe-

ns he Cometh / but to fay that I loue hym I promyfe you and lo

god that I loue hym / how had ye knouleche of hym fyrfl fa-

id fire Gawayne

C (tapitulum yiiij

/ I Henne fhe told hym as ye haue herd to fore / and hou

^^1^ her fader bctoke hym her broder to doo hym feruyfe / and

how her fader lente hym her broders fyr Tyrreis fhelde / and he- 15

re with me he lefte his owne fheld / For what caufe dyd he fo

faid fir Gawayne / For this caufe fayd the damoyfel / for his

flicld was to wel knowen amonge many noble knyghtes / A
fayr damoyfel fayd fir Gawayne pleafe hit yow lete me haue

a fyghte of that fheld
/ fyre faid (he it is in my chamber couerd 20

with a caas / and yf ye wille come with me / ye fhalle fee hit /

Not foo fayd fyre Barnard tyl his doughter lete fende for it

Soo whan the flield was comen / fir Gawayne took of the ca-

as /
And whanne he beheld that fheld he knewe anone that hit

was fir launcelots fhelde / and his owne armes / A Ihefu mer- 25

cy fayd fyr Gawayne now is my herte more heuyer than euer

it was tofore why fayd Elayne / for I haue grete caufe fayd

fire Gawayne /
is that knyght that ovveth this fhelde your loue

ye truly faid fhe my loue he is
/ god wold I were his loue/

Soo god me fpede fayd fire Gawayne fair damoyfel ye haue 30

ryght /
for and he be your loue

/ ye loue the mooft honourable

knyghte of the world and the man of mooft worfhyp / So me

thoughte euer faid the damoyfel / for neuer or that tyme for no

knyghte that euer I fawe / loued I neuer none erft / ^ God

graunte fayd fire Gawayne that eyther of yow maye reioyfe 35
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other /
but that is in a grete aduenture / But truly faid fir ga-

wayne vnto the damoyfel / ye may faye ye haue a fayre grace for

why I haue knowen that noble knyght this four and twen-

ty yere / and neuer or that day / I nor none other knyghte / I

5 dare make good /
fawe / nor herd faye that euer he bare token or

fygne of no lady / gentilwoman / ne mayden at no luftes nor

turnement / And therfor fayre mayden faide fire Gawayne ye

ar moche beholden to hym to gyue hym thankes / But I drede

me fayd fire Gawayne that ye fhalle neuer fee hym in thys

10 world /
and that is grete pyte / that euer was of erthely kny-

ght / Alias fayd (he / how may this be / is he flayne / I fay not

foo faid fire Gawayne / but wete ye wel / he is greuoufly wo-

unded by alle maner of fygnes and by mens fyghte more ly-

kelyer to be dede than to be on lyue / and wete ye wel he is the

15 noble knyghte fire launcelot / for by this fheld I knowe hym
Alias faid the fayre mayden of Afiiolat / how maye this be /

and what was his hurte / Truly faid fire Gawayne the man

in the world that loued hym beft / hurte hym foo / and I dare

fay fayd fir Gawayne / and that knyghte that hurte hym kne-

20 we the veray certaynte that he had hurte fire Launcelot / it wo-

ld be the mooft forowe that euer came to his herte / Now fair

fader faid thenne Elayne I requyre yow gyue me leue to ry-

de and to feke hym /
or els I wote wel I fhalle go oute of my

mynde /
for I flialle neuer ftynte tyl that I fynde hym / and

25 my broder fyre Lauayne / Doo as it lyketh yow fayd her fa-

der / for me fore repenteth of the hurte of that noble knyghte

#T Ryghte foo the mayde made her redy and before fyre Ga-

wayne makynge grete dole /
Thenne on the morne fyr Gawa-

yne came to kynge Arthur / and told hym how he had fonde

30 fire Launcelots fhelde in the kepynge of the fayre mayder of

Aflolat /
Alle that knewe I afore hand fayd kynge Arthur

and that caufed me I wold not fuffer you to haue adoo atte

grete luftes /
for I afpyed faid kynge Arthur whan he cam in

tyl his lodgynge ful late in the euenynge in Aftolat / But

35 merueille haue I faid Arthur that euer he wold bere ony fy-

gne of ony damoyfel / For or now I neuer herd fay nor kne-

we that euer he bare ony token of none erthely woman / By

my hede faid fir Gawayne the fayre mayden of Aftolat loueth

[leaf 375 verso]



»celir»fH.] [ 751 ] [Cbap.ro-

hym merueylloufly wel / what it meaneth I can not faye / &
file is ryden after to feke hym / Soo the kynge and alle cam to

london / and there fire Gawayne openly difclofed to alle the

Courte that it was fire Launcelot that lulled beft

C Capitulum y\)

HNd
whanne fir Bors herd that wete ye wel / he was 5

an heuy man / and foo were alle his kynnefmen / But

whan quene Gueneuer wyfle that fyre Launcelot bare

the reed fleue / of the fayre mayden of Aftolat / fhe was nyghe
oute of her mynde for wrathe / ^ And thenne fhe fente for fyr

Bors de ganys in alle the haft that myghte be / Soo whanne 10

fire Bors was come to fore the quene / thenne fhe fayd / A fire

Bors haue ye herd fay how falfly fir launcelot hath bytrayed
me

/ Alias madame faid fire Bors / I am aferd he hath by-

trayed hym felf and vs alle
/
No force faid the quene though

he be dcftroyed /
for he is a fals traytour knyghte / Madame fa- 15

yd fir Bors I pray yow faye ye not fo
/

for wete yow wel /

I maye not here fuche langage of hym / why fire Bors fayd

llie
/ fhold I not calle hym traytour whan he bare the reed fleue

vpon his hede at wyncheftre at the grete luftes / Madame fayd

fyre Bors that fleeue beryng repenteth me fore / but I dar fay 20

he dyd it to none euylle entente / but for this caufe he bare the

reed fleue that none yf his blood fhold knowe hym /
For or

thenne we nor none of vs alle neuer knewe that euer he bare

token or fygne of mayde / lady / ne gentylwoman / Fy on hym
faid the quene / yet for all his pryde and bobaunce there ye pro- 25

ued your felf his better / Nay madame faye ye neuer more foo

for he bete me / and my felawes
/
and myghte haue flayne vs

and he had wold / Fy on hym fayd the quene / For I herd

fir Gawayne faye bifore my lord Arthur that it were merueil

to telle the grete loue that is bitwene the fayre mayden of Af- 30

tolat and hym /
Madame faide fyre Bors I maye not warne

fyr Gawayne to fay what it pleafyd hym / But I dare fay

as for my lord fyre Launcelot that he loueth no lady gentil-

woman nor mayde / but all he loueth in lyke moche / and therfor
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madame faid fir Bors / yc may faye what ye wyllc / but vvctc

yc wcl I wille hafle mc to feke hym / and fyndc hym where

fomeucr he be / and god fende me good tydynges of hym / and

foo leue we them there / and fpeke we of fire launcelot that lay

S in grete pcryllc / Soo as fayr Elayne cam to wyncheflre / flie

foughte there al aboute / and by fortune fyr Lauayne was ry-

den to playe hym to enchauffe his hors / And anone as Ela-

yne fawe hym flie knewe hym /
And thenne flie cryed on loude

vntyl hym / And whan he herd her
/
anone he came to her / and

10 thenne flie afked her broder how dyd my lord fire launcelot /

Who told yow fyfter that my lordes name was fir Launcelot

thenne flic told hym how fire Gawayne by his flield knewe

hym / Soo they rode to gyders tyl that they cam to the hermyta-

ge /
and anone flie alyghte / So fir Lauayne broughte her in to

ij fire launcelot
/
And whanne fhe fawe hym lye fo feke & pale

in his bedde / flie myght not fpeke / but fodenly fhe felle to the

erthe doune fodenly in a fwoun / and there fhe lay a grete wh-

yle / And whanne fhe was releuyd / flie fliryked /
and faide my

lord fire Launcelot Alias why be ye in this plyte / and thenne

20 flie fwouned ageyne / And thenne fir Launcelot prayd fyre

Lauayne to take her vp / and brynge her to me / And whan fhe

cam to her felf fire Launcelot kyft her
/
and faid / Fair mayden

why fare ye thus
/ ye put me to payne wherfor make ye nomo-

re fuche chere / for and ye be come to comforte me
/ ye be ry5t wel-

25 come /
and of this lytel hurte that I haue I fhal be ryghte

haftely hole by the grace of god / But I merueylle fayd fir

Launcelot
/
who told yow my name / thenne the fayre mayden

told hym alle how fire Gawayne was lodged with her fader

and there by your fheld he difcouerd your name / Alias fayd

30 fir launcelot that me repenteth that my name is knowen / for

I am fure it wille torne vnto angre / And thenne fir launcelot

compaft in his mynde that fyre Gawayne wold telle Quene
Gueneuer /

how he bare the reed fleue / and for whome / that he

wyft wel wold torne vnto grete angre / Soo this mayden
j5 Elayne ncuer wente from fir launcelot

/ but watched hym day
and nyght /

and dyd fuche attendaunce to hym that the fren-

fflie book faith / there was neuer woman dyd more kyndelyer

for man than flie / Thenne fir Launcelot prayd fir Lauayne to
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make afpyes in vvyncheftre for fire Bors yf he came there / and

told hym by what tokens he fliold knovve hym by a wound
in his forhede

/
for wel I am fure fayd fire launcelot / that fyre

Bors wille feke me
/

for he is the fame good kny3t that hurte

me / S

C Capitulum yvj

mOw
torne we vnto fire Bors de ganys that cam vnto

wyncheftre to feke after his cofyn fyre Launcelot / and

foo whanne he cam to wyncheftre / anone there were men
that fire Lauayne had made to lye in a watche for fuche a man
and anone fir Lauayne had warnynge / and thenne fire La- lo

uayne came to wyncheftre / and fond fir Bors
/ and there he

told hym what he was / and with whome he was / and what

was his name / ^ Now fayr knyghte faid fire Bors I requy-
re yow that ye wille brynge me to my lord fir launcelot / Syre

fayd fir Lauayne take your hors / & within this houre ye fhall 15

fee hym /
and foo they departed / and came to the hermytage /

^ And whan fir Bors fawe fir launcelot lye in his bedde pa-

le and difcoloured
/
anone fir Bors lofl his countenaunce / and

for kyndenes and pyte / he myghte not fpeke / but wepte tendir-

ly a grete whyle / And thenne whanne he myght fpeke / he fa- 20

id thus
/
O my lord fire launcelot god yow biyffe / and fend

yow hafty recouer
/
And ful heuy am I of my myffortune &

of myn vnhappynes / for now I may calle my felf vnhappy / &
I drede me that god is gretely difpleafyd with me that he

wold fuffre me to haue fuche a fliame for to hurte yow that ar 25

alle cure leder /
and alle oure worfliyp / and theffor I calle my

felf vnhappy /
Alias that euer fuche a caytyf knyghte as I am

fliold haue power by vnhappynes to hurte the mooft nobleft

knyghte of the world / where I foo fliamefully fet vpon yow
and ouercharged yow /

and where ye myghte haue flayne me 30

ye faued me /
and fo dyd not I

/
For I and your blood did

to yow our vtteraunce
/

I merueyle fayd fire Bors that my
herte or my blood wold ferue me / wherfor my lord fir launce-

lot I afke your mercy / Fair cofyn faid fire Launcelot ye be

ryght welcome / & wete ye wel /
ouer moche )'e fay for to pleafe J5
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me / the whiche pleafeth me not / for why I hauc the fame y fo-

ught / for I wold with pryde haue ouercomc yow alio
/ and

there in my pryde I was nere flayne / and that was in myn
owne defaute / for I myghte haue gyue yow warnyng of my

5 beynge there / And thenne had I had noo hurte / for it is an

old fayd fawe / there is hard bataille there as kynne & frendes

doo bataille eyther ageynfte other / there maye be no mercy but

mortal warre / Therfor fair cofyn faid fir launcelot
/

lete thys

fpeche ouerpaffe and alle flialle be welcome that god fendeth

10 and lete vs leue of this mater / and lete vs fpeke of fomme

reioycynge / for this that is done maye not be vndone / and lete

vs fynde a remedy how foone that I may be hole / Thenne fire

Bors lened vpon his beddes fyde / and told fire Launcelot

how the quene was paffynge wrothe with hym / by caufe he wa-

'5 re the reed fleue at the grete lufles
/ and there fir Bors told

hym alle how fir Gawayne difcouered hit by youre flield that

ye lefte with the fayre mayden of Aftolat / Thenne is the que-

ne wrothe faid fir launcelot / and therfor am I ryght heuy /

for I deferued no wrath / for alle that I dyd was by caufe I

2o wold not be knowen / Ryght fo excufed I yow faid fir Bors

but alle was in vayne /
for flie fayd more largelyer to me tha

I to yow now
/
But is this flie faid fire Bors that is fo befy

aboute yow /
that men calle the fayre mayden of Aftolat / She

it is faid fire launcelot that by no meanes I can not putte her

25 from me
/ why fhold ye putte her from you faid fire Bors / fhe

is a paffynge fayre damoyfel and a wel bifene and wel ta-

ughte / and god wold fayre cofyn faid fyre Bors that ye co-

ude loue her / but as to that I may not / nor I dare not coun-

ceyle yow / But I fee wel fayd fir Bors by her dylygence a-

30 boute you that fhe loueth you entierly / that me repenteth faid

fir Laucelot
/ fyr faid fyr Bors /

ihe is not the fyrft that hath

lofle her payn vpon yow / and that is the more pyte / and foo

they talked of many moo thynges /
And foo within thre dayes

or four fire launcelot was bygge and ftronge ageyne

C Capitulum yvij
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C Capitulum yvij

>^^^B^ Henne fire Bors told fire launcelot how there was

# I fworne a grete turnement and luftes betvvixe kynge

^^i^ Arthur and the kynge of Northgalys that fliolde be

vpon al halowmaffe day befyde wyncheftre /
is that trouthe fa-

id fir launcelot /
thenne fhalle ye abyde with me ftyl a lytyll 5

whyle vntyl that I be hole
/

for I fele my felf ryght bygge &

ftronge /
Bleffid be god faid fyr Bors

/
thenne were they the-

re nygh a moneth to gyders / and euer this mayden Elayn dyd
euer her dylygente labour nyghte and daye vnto fyr launce-

lot / that ther was neuer child nor wyf more meker to her fa- lo

der and hufband than was that fayre mayden of Aftolat/

wherfore fir Bors was gretely pleafyd with her
/ Soo vpon

a day by the affente of fyr launcelot / fyre Bors and fyre la-

uayne they made the heremyte to feke in woodes for dyuerfe her-

bes /
and foo fir launcelot mcde fayre Elayne to gadre herbes 15

for hym to make hym a bayne / In the meane whyle fyr laun-

celot made h}'m to arme hym at alle pyeces / and there he tho-

ughte to affaye his armour and his fpere for his hurte or not

And foo whan he was vpon his hors
/
he ftered hym fyerfly /

and the hors was paffynge lufty and frefflie by caufe he was 20

not laboured a moneth afore /
And thenne fyr Launcelot cou-

ched that fpere in the reeft /
that courfer lepte myghtely whan

he felte the fpores /
and he that was vpon hym the whiche was

the nobleft hors of the world ftrayned hym myghtely and fta-

bly /
and kepte ftylle the fpere in the reeft / and ther with fyre 25

Launcelot ftrayned hym felf foo flraytly with foo grete force

to gete the hors forward that the buttom of his wound brafl

bothe within and withoute /
and there with alle the blood cam

oute fo fyerfiy that he felte hym felf foo feble that he myghte

not fytte vpon hi^ hors / And thenne fyr Launcelot crycd vnto 30

fyr Bors /
A fyr Bors and fyr Lauaync helpe for I am co-

me to myn ende
/
And there with he felle doun on the one fyde

to the erthe lyke a dede corps /
And thenne fyr Bors and fyr

Lauayne came to hym with forowe makyng out of mefure/
And foo by fortune the mayden Elayn herd their mornyng / & .35

thenne fhe came thyder / & whan flie fond fyr Launcelot there ar-

med in that place / flie cryed & wepte as flie had ben woode / &
[leif 37S] y J
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thenne flic kyft liym / & dyd what flic myghtc to awake hym/
And thcnnc flic rebuked her brodcr and fir Bors / and cal-

led hem fals traytours / why they wold take hym out of his

bedde / there flie cryed and fayd /
fhc wold appele them of his

5 deth / With this came the holy heremyte fyr Bawdewyn of bre-

tayne / And whan he fond fyr launcelot in that plyte / he fayd

but lytel / but wete ye wel he was wrothe / and thenne he bad

hem
/ lete vs haue hym in / And fo they alle bare hym vnto the

hermytage / and vnarmed hym /
and layd hym in his bedde / &

10 euer more his wound bledde pytoufly / but he ftered no lymme
of hym / Thenne the knyghte heremyte put a thynge in his nofe

and a lytel dele of water in his mouthe / And thenne fir laun-

celot waked of his fwoune /
and thenne the heremyte fi;aunched

his bledynge / And whan he myghte fpeke / he afl<ed fir laun-

'S celot / why he putte his lyf in leopardy / Sir faid fyre Launce-

lot by caufe I wende I had ben ftronge /
and alfo fyre Bors

told me / that there fliold be at al halowmaffe a grete luftes be-

twixe kynge Arthur and the kynge of Northgalys / and ther-

for I thoughte to affaye hit my felf
/ whether I myght be the-

20 re or not
/
A fyr launcelot fayd the heremyte / your herte & yo-

ur courage wille neuer be done vntyl your lafl day / but ye fhal

doo now by my counceylle /
lete fire Bors departe from yow / &

lete hym doo at that turnement what he may / and by the gra-

ce of god fayd the knyghte heremyte by that the turnement be

25 done and ye come hydder ageyne / fyr launcelot fhall be as hole

as ye / foo that he wil be gouerned by me /

/^P^ Capitulum yviij
/ 1 Henne fire Bors made hym redy to departe from fyre

^^d^ launcelot / and thenne fire launcelot fayd / Faire cofyn

fyr Bors recommaunde me vnto all them
/
vnto whome me

30 oughte to recommaunde me vnto / and I pray yow / enforce yo-

ur felf at that luftes that ye maye be beft for my loue / & here

fhalle I abyde yow at the mercy of god tyl ye come ageyne
and fo fir Bors departed & came to the courte of kyng arthur

and told hem in what place he had lefte fyre launcelot / that

35 me repenteth faid the kynge / but fyn he fhall haue his lyf we

all may thanke god / and there fyre Bors told the Quene in

what leopardy fyre Launcelot was / whanne he wold affaye
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his hors / and alle that he dyd madame was for the loue of

yow / by caufe he wold haue ben at this turnement / Fy on hym
recreaunt knyghte fayd the quene / For wete ye wel I am ry-

ght fory and he flialle haue his lyf /
his lyf flialle he haue faid

fyr Bors
/
and who that wold other wyfe excepte you mada- s

me / we that ben of his blood fliold heipe to fliorte theire ly-

ues
/ but madame fayd fyr Bors ye haue ben oftymes difple-

fyd with my lord fyr launcelot / but at all tymes at the ende

ye fynde hym a true knyghte and foo he departed / And then-

ne euery knyghte of the round table that were there at that ty- lo

me prefent made them redy to be at that luftes at all halow-

maffe and thyder drewe many knyghtes of dyuerfe countreyes
And as al halowemaffe drewc nere

/ thydder came the kynge
of Northgalys /

and the kynge with the honderd knyghtes / &

fyr Galahaut the haute prynce of Surlufe / and thydder came 15

kynge Anguyfflie of Irland
/ and the kynge of Scottes

/
foo

thefe thre kynges came on kynge Arthurs party /
and foo that

daye fyre Gawayne dyd grete dedes of armcs
/ and began fyrft

And the herowdes nombred that fir Gawayne fmote doune xx

knyghtes / Thenne fyr Bors de ganys came in the fame tyme 20

and he was nombred that he fmote doune twenty knyghtes /

And therfor the pryce was gyuen betwixe them bothe / for they

began fyrft and lengeft endured /

^ Alfo fyr Gareth as the book fayth dyd that daye grete de-

des of armes / for he fmote doune and pulled doune thyrtty 25

knyghtes / But whan he had done thefe dedes
/ he taryed not / but

foo departed / and therfor he loft his pryce / & fir Palomydes did

grete dedes of armes that day /
for he fmote doun twenty kny3-

tes / but he departed fodenly /
& men demed fyre Gareth & he rode

to gyders to fomme maner aduenturcs
/ Soo whan this turne- 30

ment was done
/ fyr Bors departed / & rode tyl he came to fyre

launcelot his cofyn / & thenne he fonde hym walkynge on his

feet / & ther eyther made grete loye of other / & fo fire Bors tolde

fyr launcelot of all the luftes lyke as ye haue herde /
I merue-

ille faid fir launcelot that fyre Gareth whan he had done fuche 35

dedes of armes that he wolde not tary / therof we merueyled al

faide fyr Bors / for but yf it were yow or fyr Triftram or fyre

lamorak de galys I fawe neuer kny3t bere doune foo many in
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fo lytel a whyle as dyd fyr Gareth /
And anonc as he was

gone we wyfte not where / By my hede faid fir launcelot he is

a noble knyghte /
and a myghty man

/
and wel brethed / and

yf he were wel affayed faid fir Launcelot /
I wold deme he

5 were good ynough for ony knyghte that bereth the lyf /
and he

is a gentyl knyghte /
curtois /

true /
and bounteuous

/
meke and

mylde /
and in hym is no mancr of male engyn /

but playne /

feythful and trewe / Soo thenne they made hem redy to departe

from the heremyte /
and fo vpon a morne they took their horfes

10 and Elayne le blank with them
/
And whan they came to Af-

tolat /
there were they wel lodged and had grete chere of fyre

Bernard the old baron / and of fir Tyrre his fone / and fo vp-

on the morne whan fyr Launcelot fliold departe / fayre Ela-

yne brou-^t her fader with her and fir Lauayne and fir Tyrre

15 and thus flie faid

Capitulum yiy

^j^ Y lord fyr Launcelot now I fee ye wylle departe

^^^Now fayre knyghte and curtois knyghte haue mercy

^. 11^/ vpon me
/
and fuffer me not to dye for thy loue / what

wold ye that I dyd faid fyr launcelot /
I wold haue you to

20 my hufbond fayd Elayne /
Fair damoyfel I thanke yow fa-

yd fyr Launcelot /
but truly fayd he I cafl me neuer to be wed-

ded man /
thenne fair knyght faid flie

/ wylle ye be my peramo-

ur /
Ihefu defende me faid fyr launcelot /

for thenne I rewarded

your fader and your broder ful euylle for their grete goodenes

25 Alias fayd flie / thenne muft I dye for your loue / ye fhal not

fo faid fyre launcelot / for wete ye wel fayr mayden I myght

haue ben maryed & I had wolde /
but I neuer applyed me to

be maryed yet / but by caufe fair damoyfel that ye loue me as ye

faye ye doo /
I wille for your good wylle and kyndenes flie-

30 we yow fomme goodenes / & that is this / that were fomeuer ye

wille befet youre herte vpon fomme goode knyghte that wylle

wedde yow /
I fhalle gyue yow to gyders a thoufand pound

yerely to yow & to your heyres /
thus moche will I gyue yow

faire madame for your kyndenes / & alweyes whyle I lyue to

3S be your owne knyghte ^ Of alle this faide the may-

den I wille none / for but yf ye wille wedde me or ellys be
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my peramour at the Iceft / wete yow wel fir launcelot my go-

od dayes are done / Fair damoyfel fayd fir launcelot of thefe ij

thynges ye muft pardonne me / thenne flie fliryked fliyrly / and

felle doune in a fwoune / and thenne vvymmen bare her in to her

chamber / and there flie made ouer moche forowe / and thenne fir 5

launcelot wold departe / and there he afivcd fir Lauayn what

he wold doo / what (liold I doo faid fyre lauayne but folowe

yow / but yf ye dryue me from yow / or commaunde me to goo
from yow /

Thenne came fir Bernard to fir launcelot and fayd

to hym / I can not fee but that my doughter Elayne wille dye 10

for your fake /
I maye not doo with alle faid fir launcelot / for

that me fore repenteth / For I reporte me to youre felf that my
profer is fayre /

and me repenteth faid fyr launcelot that fhe lo-

ueth me as flie doth / I was neuer the caufer of hit / for I re-

porte me to youre fone I erly ne late profered her bounte nor 15

faire byheftes /
and as for me faid fir launcelot I dare do alle

that a knyght fliold doo that flie is a clene mayden for me bo-

the for dede and for wille /
And I am ryght heuy of her dift-

reffe / for flie is a ful fayre mayden good and gentyl and well

taughte /
Fader faid fir Lauayne I dar make goood fhe is a 20

clene mayden as for my lord fir launcelot / but fhe doth as I

doo / For fythen I fyrft fawe my lord fir launcelot I coude ne-

uer departe from hym nor nought I wylle and I maye folo-

we hym /
Thenne fir Launcelot took his leue / and foo they de-

parted /
and came vnto wyncheftre / And whan Arthur wyfte 25

that fyr launcelot was come hole and found / the kynge maade

grete ioye of hym /
and foo dyd fir Gawayn and all the kny5-

tes of the round table excepte fir Agrauayn and fire Mordred

^ Alfo quene Gueneuer was woode wrothe with fir launce-

lot and wold by no meanes fpeke with hym / but enftraun- 30

ged her felf from hym /
and fir launcelot made alle the mea-

nes that he myght for to fpeke with the quene /
but hit wolde

not be / ^ Now fpeke we of the fayre mayden of Aftolat that

made fuclie forowe daye and nyght that flie neuer flepte /
ete / nor

drank /
and euer flie made her complaynt vnto fir Launcelot /

fo 35

when flie had thus endured a ten dayes / that flie febled fo that

fhe mufl; nedes paffe out of thys world
/ thenne fhe fhryued her

clene / and receyued her creatoure /
And euer fhe complayned
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ftylle vpon fire launcelot /
Thcnne her ghooflly fader bad her le-

ue fuche thoughtes / Thenne flie fayd why fliold I leue fuchc

thoughtes / am I not an erthely woman /
and alle the whylc

the brethe is in my body I may complayne me / for my byle-

5 ue is I doo none offence / though I louc an erthely man /
and

I take god to my record I loued none but fir launce-

lot du lake nor neuer fliall / and a clene mayden I am for hym
and for alle other /

and fythen hit is the fufferaunce of god /

that I flialle dye for the loue of foo noble a knyghte /
I byfe-

10 che the hyghe fader of heuen to hauc mercy vpon my fowle / and

vpon myn innumerable paynes that I fuffred may be allyge-

aunce of parte of my fynnes / For fwcte lord Ihefu fayd the

fayre mayden I take the to record /
on the I was neuer gre-

te offenfer ageynft thy lawes
/ but that I loued this noble

15 knyght fire launcelot out of mefure
/
and of my felf good lo-

rd I myght not withftande the feruent loue wherfor I haue

my dethe / And thenne fhe called her fader fire Bernard and

her broder fir Tyrre / and hertely fhe praid her fader that her bro-

der myght wryte a letter lyke as flie did endyte hit /
and fo her

20 fader graunted her
/
And whan the letter was wryten word

by word lyke as (he deuyfed /
Thenne fhe prayd her fader that

flie myght be watched vntyl flie were dede / and whyle my bo-

dy is hote / lete this letter be putt in my ryght hand / and my
hande boude faft with the letter vntyl that I be cold / and lete

25 me be putte in a fayre bedde with alle the rycheft clothes that

I haue aboute me /
and fo lete my bedde and alle my rychefl;

clothes be laide with me in a charyot vnto the next place whe-

re Temfe is
/
and there lete me be putte within a barget / & but

one man with me / fuche as ye truft to ftere me thyder / and that

30 my barget be couerd with blak famyte ouer and ouer
/ Thus

fader I byfeche yow lete hit be done /
foo her fader graunted hit

her feythfully /
alle thynge fhold be done lyke as fhe had deuy-

fed / Thenne her fader and her broder made grete dole / for when

this was done / anone fhe dyed /
And foo whan flie was dede /

35 the corps and the bedde alle was ledde the next way vnto Te-

mfe / and there a man and the corps & alle were put in to Te-

mfe /
and foo the man flyred the barget vnto weflmynfter / and

there he rowed a grete whyle to & fro or ony afpyed hit
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C Capitulum yy

s Oo by fortune kynge Arthur and the quene Guene-

uer were fpekynge to gyders at a wyndowe / and foo as they

loked in to Temfe / they afpyed this blak barget / and hadde

merueylle what it mente / thenne the kynge called fire kay / &
fhewed hit hym / Sir faid fir kay wete you wel there is fome 5

newe tydynges /
Goo thyder fayd the kynge to fir kay / & take

with yow fire Brandyles and Agrauayne /
and brynge me

redy word what is there / Thenne thefe four knyghtes departed

and came to the barget and wente in
/
and there they fond the

fayreft corps lyenge in a ryche bedde and a poure man fittyng 10

in the bargets ende and no word wold he fpeke /
Soo thefe

foure knyghtes retorned vnto the kyng ageyne and told hym
what they fond / That fayr corps wylle I fee fayd the kynge
And foo thenne the kyng took the quene by the hand

/
& went

thydder /
Thenne the kynge made the barget to be holden faft / & 15

thenne the kyng &
1;" quene entred with certayn kny3tes wyth

them
/
and there he fawe the fayreft woman lye in a ryche bed-

de couerd vnto her myddel with many ryche clothes / and alle

was of clothe of gold / and flie lay as though fhe had fmy-

led /
Thenne the quene afpyed a letter in her rj'ght hand

/ and 20

told it to the kynge /
Thenne the kynge took it and fayd / now

am I fure this letter wille telle what flie was / and why fiie is

come hydder / Soo thenne the kynge and the quene wente oute

of the barget / and foo commaunded a certayne wayte vpon

the barget /
And foo whan the kynge was come within his cha- 25

ber
/
he called many knyghtes aboute hym /

& faide that he wold

wete openly what was wryten within that letter / thenne the

kynge brake it / & made a clerke to rede hit / & this was the en-

tente of the letter / Mooft noble knyghte fir Launcelot
/
now

hath dethe made vs two at debate for your loue I was your 30

louer that men called the fayre mayden of Aftolat
/
therfor vn-

to alle ladyes I make my mone
/ yet praye for my foule & bery

me atte leeft / & offre ye my maffe peny / this is my laft requeft

and a clene mayden I dyed I take god to wytnes / pray for

my foule fir launcelot as thou art pierles / this was alle the 35
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fubftance in the letter / And whan it was redde / the kyng / the

quene and alio the knyghtcs wepte for pyte of the doleful co-

playntes / Thenne was fire Launcelot fente for / And whan he

was come / kynge Arthur made the letter to be redde to hym /

S And whanne fire launcelot herd hit word by word
/ he fayd

my lord Arthur / wete ye wel I am ryghte heuy of the dethe of

this fair damoyfel / god knoweth I was neuer caufer of her

dethe by my wyllynge / & that wille I reporte me to her own

broder / here he is fir Lauayne / I wille not faye nay fayd fyre

10 Launcelot / but that fhe was bothe fayre and good / and mo-

che /
I was beholden vnto her / but fhe loued me out of mefure /

Ye myght haue fliewed her fayd the quene fomme bounte and

gentilnes that myghte haue preferued her lyf / madame fayd

fir launcelot / flie wold none other wayes be anfuerd / but that

IS fhe wold be my wyf / outher els my peramour / and of thefe

two I wold not graunte her / but I proferd her for her go-

od loue that flie fhewed me a thoufand pound yerly to her
/

and to her heyres / and to wedde ony manere knyghte that flie

coude fynde beft to loue in her herte /
For madame faid fir laun-

20 celot I loue not to be conftrayned to loue / For loue mufte a-

ryfe of the herte / and not by no conftraynte / That is trouth fa-

yd the kynge /
and many knyghtes loue is free in hym felfe/

and neuer wille be bounden /
for where he is bounden / he loofeth

hym felf /
Thenne fayd the kynge vnto fire Launcelot / hit wyl

25 be your worfhyp that ye ouer fee that flie be entered worfhyp-

fully /
Sire fayd fire Launcelot that flialle be done as I can

beft deuyfe / and foo many knyghtes yede thyder to behold that

fayr mayden / and foo vpon the morne fhe was entered ryche-

ly /
and fir launcelot offryd her maffe peny / and all the kny3-

30 tes of the table round that were there at that tyme offryd with

fyr launcelot / And thenne the poure man wente ageyne with

the barget / ^ Thenne the quene fente for fyr Launcelot / & pra-

yd hym of mercy / for why that fhe had ben wrothe with hym
caufeles /

this is not the fyrfte tyme faid fir launcelot that ye

35 haue ben difpleafyd with me caufeles / but madame euer I

muft fuffre yow /
but what forowe I endure I take no force /

Soo this pafte on alle that wynter with alle manere of hun-

tynge and haukyng / and luftes and torneyes were many be-
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twixe many grete lordes / and euer in al places fir Lauayne

gate grete worfhyp /
foo that he was nobly renomed amonge

many knyghtes of the table round

Capitulum yyj

/^^^ Hus it part on tyl Cryftmaffe / And thenne euery day
1 there was luftes made for a dyamond / who that luf- 5

^^J^ ted beft fliold haue a dyamond / but fyr laucelot wo-

ld not lufte but yf it were at a grete luftes cryed / but fyr la-

uayne lufted there alle that Cryfbemaffe paffyngly wel
/ and

beft was prayfed /
for there were but fewe that dyd fo wel /

wherfore alle manere of knyghtes demed that fir lauayne fli- 10

old be made knyghte of the table round at the nexte feefte of

Pentecoft /
Soo at after Cryftmaffe kynge Arthur lete calle

vnto hym many knyghtes / and there they aduyfed to gyders

to make a party and a grete turnement and luftes / and the

kynge of Northgalys fayd to Arthur / he wold haue on his 15

party kynge Anguyfflie of Irland / and the kynge with the

honderd knyghtes /
and the kynge of Northumberland / and

fire Galahad the haute prynce /
and foo thefe foure kynges &

this myghty duke took party ageynft kynge Arthur and the

knyghtes of the table round
/ and the crye was made that the 20

day of the luftes fliold be befyde weftmynftre vpon candylmas

day wherof many knyghtes were glad / and made them redy to

be at that luftes in the freyffheyft maner
/ Thenne queue Gue-

neuer fent for fyr launcelot / and faid thus I warne yow that

ye ryde ny more in no luftes nor turnementys /
but that youre 25

kynnefmen may knowe yow /
And at thife luftes that fliall be

ye fhalle haue of me a fleue of gold / and I pray yow for my
fake enforce your felf there that men may fpeke of yow wor-

fliip /
but I charge yow as ye will haue my loue that ye war-

ne youre kynnefmen /
that ye wille bere that daye the fleue of io

gold vpon your helmet / Madame faid fir launcelot it fhalle be

don /
and foo eyther made grete ioye of other / And whan fyre

Launcelot fawe his tyme / he told fir Bors that he wold depar-

te
/
& haue no more with hym but fir Lauayne vnto the good

heremyte that dwellid in that foreft of Wyndfoore / his name 35
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was fire Braftias / and there he thoughtc to repofe hym / and

to take alle the reft that he myghte by caufe he wold be frefflie

at that daye of luftes / Soo fire Launcelot and fire Lauayne de-

parted that noo creature wyft where he was become / but the no-

5 ble men of his blood / And whanne he was come to the her-

mytage / wete yow wel he had good chere
/
and foo dayly fyr

launcelot wold goo to a welle faft by the hermytage / & there

he wold lye doune /
and fee the welle fprynge and burbyl / &

fomtyme he flepte there / ^ So at that tyme there was a lady

10 dwcllid in that foreft /
and flie was a grete huntreffe

/
& dayly

file vfed to hunte / and euer flie bare her bowe with her / and no

men wente neuer with her / but alwayes wymmen / and they

were fhoters / and coude wel kylle a dere bothe at the ftalke &
at the treft / and they dayly bare bowes and arowes / homes &

15 wood knyues / and many good dogges they had / both for the

ftrynge and for a bate
/ So hit happed this lady the huntreffe

had abated her dogge for the bowe at a barayne hynde / and fo

this barayne hynde took the flyghte ouer hedges and woodes

And euer this lady and parte of her wymmen cofled the hy-

20 nde and chekked it by the noyfe of the houndes to haue mette

with the hynde at fomme water /
and foo hit happed the hynde

came to the welle where as fire launcelot was flepyng & flom-

berynge /
And foo whan the hynde came to the welle / for hete

flie wente to foyle / and there fhe lay a grete whyle /
and the dog-

25 ges came after / and vmbecaft aboute / for flie had loft the veray

parfyte feaute of the hynde / Ryghte fo came that lady the hun-

tres that knewe by thy dogge that flie had that the hynde was

at the foyle in that welle / and there flie cam fi:yfly and fonde

the hynde / and flie put a brode arowe in her bowe /
and fliot atte

30 hynde /
and ouer fhotte the hynde / and foo by myffortune the

arowe fmote fir Launcelot in the thyck of the buttok ouer the

barbys /
whanne fir launcelot felte hym felf fo hurte / he hurled

vp woodely /
and fawe the lady that had fmyten hym / ^ And

whan he fawe flie was a woman /
he fayd thus / lady / or da-

35 moyfel what that thow be
/

in an euyllc tyme bare ye a bowe /

the deuylle made yow a fhoter /
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C Capitulum yy

mOw
mercy fair fir faid the lady I am a gentilvvoman

that vfeth here in this forcft huntynge / and god kno-

vveth I fawe yow not / but as here was a barayn hynde
at the foyle in this welle and I wend to haue done wel / but

my hand fwarued
/

Alias faid fyre launcelot ye haue mefche- 5

ued me
/ and foo the lady departed / and fir launcelot as he

myghte pulled oute the arowe / and lefte that hede ftyll in his

buttok / and foo he wente weykely to the hermytagc euer more

bledynge as he went / And whan fir Lauayne and the here-

myte afpyed that fir launcelot was hurte / wete yow wel they 10

were paffynge heuy / but fire Lauayne wyft not how that he

was hurte nor by whome
/
And thenne were they wrothe out

of mefure / thenne with grete payne the heremyte gat oute the

arowes hede oute of fyr launcelots buttok
/
and moche of his

blood he fhedde / and the wound was paffynge fore / and vn- 15

happyly fmyten / for it was in fuche a place that he myght not

fytte in noo fadyl / A mercy Ihefu faid fir Launcelot I may
calle my felf the mooft vnhappyeft man that lyueth for euer

/

whan I wold fayneft haue worfliyp /
there befalleth me euer

fomme vnhappy thynge / Now foo Ihefu me helpe faid fir laun- 20

cclot
/
and yf no man wold but god /

I fhalle be in the felde

vpon candelmaffe daye at the luftes what fomeuer falle of hit

foo alle that myght be goten to hele fir launcelot was had /

^ Soo whan the day was come
/

fir launcelot lete deuyfe that

he was arayed /
and fir Lauayne and their horfes as thou 3 23

they had ben farazyns /
and foo they departed and cam nygh

to the felde /
The kynge of Northgalys with an honderd knygh-

tes with hym / and the kynge of Northumberland broughte

with hym an honderd good knyghtes / and kynge Anguyfflie

of Irland brought with hym an honderd good knyghtes re- 30

dy to lufte /
and fir Galahalt the haute prynce broughte with

hym an honderd good knyghtes /
and the kynge with the hon-

derd knyghtes brought with hym as many / and alle thefe we-

re proued good knyghtes / Thenne cam in kyng Arthurs par-

ty /
and there came in the kynge of Scottes with an honderd 35

knyghtes / and kynge Vryens of Gore brought with hym an
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honderd knyghtes / And kyngc Howel of Brctaync brou3tc

with hym an honderd knyghtes and Chalaunce of Claraun-

ce broughte with hym an honderd knyghtes / and kynge Ar-

thur hym felf came in to the felde with two honderd knyghtes

S and the mooft party were knyghtes of the table round that

were proued noble knyghtes / / and there were old knyghtes

fette in fkaffoldes for to luge with the quene who dyd befl /

C Capitulum m\

i 1 Henne they blewe to the felde
/
and there the kyng of

^^j^ northgalys encountred with the kynge of fcottes
/ &

10 there the kynge of Scottes had a falle
/
and the kyng of Ir-

land fmote doune kynge Vryens / and the kyng of Northum-

berland fmote doune kynge Howel of Bretayne / and fir Ga-

lahaut the haute prynce fmote doune Chalengc of Claraunce /

And thenne kynge Arthur was woode wroth / and ranne to

15 the kynge with the honderd kny3tes / and there kyng Arthur

fmote hym doune / and after with that fame fpere kynge Ar-

thur fmote doune thre other knyghtes /
And thenne whan his

fpere was broken / kynge Arthur dyd paffyngly wel / and foo

there with alle came in fyr Gawayne and fir Gaheryfe / fire A-

20 grauayne and fir mordred /
and there eueryche of them fmote

doune a knyghte /
and fir Gawayne fmote doune four kny3tes

and thenne there beganne a ftronge medle /
for thenne there

came in the knyghtes of launcelots blood /
and fir Gareth and

fire Palomydes with them / and many knyghtes of the table

25 round /
and they beganne to holde the foure kynges and the

myghty duke foo hard that they were difcomfyte /
but this du-

ke Galahad the haut prynce was a noble knyght /
and by his

myghty proweffe of armes / he helde the knyghtes of the table

round ftrayte ynough / Alle this doynge fawe fir launcelot / &

30 thenne he came in to the felde with fyr Lauayne as hit had ben

thonder / And thenne anone fyre Bors and the knyghtes of

his blood afpyed fir launcelot /
and faid to them alle I warne

yow beware of hym with the fleue of gold vpon his hede / for

he is hym felf fir launcelot du lake / and for grete goodenes fir
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Bors warned fyr Gareth / I am wel apayed faid fir Gareth

that I may knowe hym / but who is he fayd they alle that ry-

deth with hym in the fame aray / That is the good and gentyl

knyght fir Lauayne faid fir Bors
/ Soo fire Launcelot encou-

tred with fir Gavvayne /
and there by force fyr launcelot fmote 5

doune fir Gawayne and his hors to the erthe
/
and foo he fmo-

te doune fir Agrauayne and fire Gaherys /
and alfo he fmote

doune fir Mordred / and alle this was with one fpere

^ Thenne fir Lauayne mette with fir Palomydes / and eyther

mette other foo hard and fo fyerfly that bothe their horfes felle 10

to the erthe / And thenne were they horfcd ageyne / and then-

ne mette fir Launcelot with fir Palomydes / and there fire Pa-

lomydes had a falle
/
and foo fir launcelot or euer he flynte as

faft as he myghte gete fperes /
he fmote doun thyrtty knyghtes

and the mooft party of them were kny^tes of the table round 15

and euer the knyghtes of his blood withdrewe them / & made

hem adoo in other places where fir launcelot came not / and then-

ne kyng Arthur was wrothe whan he fawe fir Launcelot doo

fuche dedes / and thenne the kynge called vnto hym fir gawayn
fir Mordred

/
fir kay /

fir Gryflet / fir Lucan the butteler / fyre 20

Pedeuer /
fir Palomydes / Sir Safyr his broder / and fo the ky-

nge with thefe nyne knyghtes made hem redy to fette vpon fir

Launcelot / and vpon fyr Lauayne / Alle this afpyed fir bors

and fir Gareth / Now I drede me fore faid fir Bors that my
lord fyr launcelot wylle hard be matched

/ By my hede fayd 25

fyr Gareth I wylle ryde vnto my lord fir launcelot for to hel-

pe hym / falle of hym what falle may / for he is the fame man

that made me knyghte / ye flialle not foo faid fir Bors by my
counceylle /

onles that ye were defguyfed / ye flialle fee me dyf-

guyfed faid fyre Gareth / and there with al he afpyed a wa- 30

lyffhe knyghte where he was to repofe hym / and he was fore

hurte afore hurte by fyr Gavvayne /
and to hym fyre Gareth

rode / and praid hym of his knyghthode to lene hym his flielde

for his /
I wille wel faid the walyfllie knyghte / And whanne

fir Gareth had his fhelde / the book faith / it was grene wyth a 35

mayden that femed in hit
/ Thenne fyr Gareth came dryuynge

to fir Launcelot al that he myghte / and faid knyghte kepe thy

felf
/

for yonder cometh kyng Arthur with nyne noble kny3tes
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with hym to putte yow to a rebuke / and fo I am come to bere

yow fclaufliyp for old loue ye haue fliewed me / Gramercy fa-

id fir launcclot / fyr fayd fir Gareth / encountre ye with fir Ga-

wayne / and I flialle encountre with fyre Palomydes / and le-

5 te fir Lauayne matche with the noble kynge Arthur / ^ And
whan we haue delyuerd hem

/ lete vs thre hold vs fadly to gy-
ders /

Thenne came kynge Arthur with his nyne kny^tes with

hym /
and fir launcelot encountred with fir Gawayne / & gafe

hym fuche a buffet / that the arfon of his fadel brafl: / and fyre

10 Gawayne felle to the erthe / Thenne fir Gareth encountred with

the good knyghte fir Palomydes / and he gaf hym fuche a buf-

fet that bothe his hors and he dafflied to the erthe / Thenne en-

countred kynge Arthr with fire Lauayne / and there eyther of

hem fmote other to the erthe hors and alle that they lay a gre-

15 te whyle / Thenne fir launcelot fmote doune fyr Agrauayne &
fyre Gaheryfe / and fyr Mordred / and fyr Gareth fmote doune

fyr kay /
and fyr Safyr and fyr Gryflet / And thenne fyr la-

uayne was horfed ageyne / and he fmote doune fyre Lucan the

butteler and fyr Bedeuer
/
and thenne there beganne grete th-

20 range of good knyghtes / Thenne fyre Launcelot hurtlyd here

and there /
and racyd and pulled of helmes

/ foo that at that

tyme there myght none fytte hym a buffet with fpere nor with

fuerd / and fyr Gareth dyd fuche dedes of armes that all men

merueylled what knyghte he was with the grene fheld / For

25 he fmote doune that daye and pulled doune moo than thyrtty

knyghtes / And as the frenffhe book fayth fyr Launcelot mer-

ueylled whan he beheld fyr Gareth doo fuche dedes what kny-

ghte he myghte be / and fyr Lauayne pulled doune and fmo-

te doune twenty knyghtes / ^ Alfo fyr launcelot knewe not

30 fyr Gareth / for and fyr Triftram de lyones / outher fyr lamo-

rak de galys had ben alyue / fyr launcelot wold haue demed

he had ben one of them tweyne / Soo euer as fyr launcelot/

fyr Gareth / fyr lauayn faughte /
and on the one fyde fyr bors

fyr Eftor de marys / fyr lyonel / fyr lamorak de galys / fyr ble-

35 oberys / fyr Galyhud / fyr Galyhodyn / fyr Pelleas / and wyth
moo other of kynge Bans blood foughte vpon another party

and helde the kynge with the honderd knyghtes and the kyng
of Northumberland ryght ftrayte /
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SOo
this turnement & this luftes dured longe / tyl hit

was nere nyghte / for the knyghtes of the round table

releued euer vnto kynge Arthur / for the kynge was wrothe

oute of mefure / that he and his knyghtes myght not preuailc

that day /
Thenne fire Gawayne faid to the kynge I merueile s

where alle this day fyr Bors de ganys and his felaufhyp of

fyre launcelots blood / I merueylle all this day they be not a-

boute yow / hit is for fomme caufe fayd fyr Gawayne / By my
hede faid fire Kay fyre Bors is yonder all this day vpon the

ryghte hand of this felde / and ther he and his blood done mo- 10

re wordiypfully than we doo
/

it may wel be fayd fyr Gawa-

yne / but I dredc me euer of gyle / for on payne of my lyf faid

fir Gawayne this knyghte with the reed fleue of gold is hym
felf fyr launcelot /

I fee wel by his rydynge /
and by his grete

flrokes / and the other knyghte in the fame colours is the good iS

yonge knyght fir lauayne / Alfo that knyghte with the grene

flielde is my broder fyr Gareth
/
and yet he hath defguyfed hym

felf /
for no man fhalle neuer make hym be ageynft fir launce-

lot by caufe he made hym knyghte / By my hede faid Arthur

neuewe I byleue yow /
therfore telle me now what is youre 20

beft counceyll / Sir faid fir Gawayne ye fhalle haue my coun-

ceylle / lete blowe vnto lodgynge / for and he be fyr Launcelot

du lake and my broder fyr Gareth with hym with the helpe of

that good yong knyghte fyr Lauayne / truft me truly it wyll

be no bote to ftryue with them
/ but yf we fhold falle ten or xij 25

vpon one knyghte /
and that were no worfhip but fhame / ye

faye trouthe fayd the kyng / and for to faye fothe faid the ky-

nge it were fliame to vs
/

foo many as we be to fette vpon them

ony more / for wete ye wel fayd kyng Arthur / they ben thre

good knyghtes / and namely that knyght with the fleue of 30

gold /
Soo thenne they blewe vnto lodgyng /

but forth with all

Kyng Arthur lete fende vnto the four kynges / and to the my-

ghty duke / and praid hem that the knyghte with the fleue of

gold departe not fro them / but that the kyng may fpeke with

hym / Thenne fourthe with alle kyng Arthur alighte & vnar- 35

med hym / & took a litill hakney / & rode after fire Launcelot /
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for euer he had a fpye vpon hym /
and foo he fonde hym amo-

nge the four kynges /
and the duke / and there the kyng pra-

yd hem alle vnto fouper /
and they fayd they wold with go-

od wylle / And whan they were vnarmed / thenne kyng Ar-

5 thur knevve fire launcelot / fir Lauayne and fir Gareth /
A fyre

Launcelot fayd kynge Arthur / this daye ye haue heted me / &

my knyghtes /
foo they yede vnto Arthurs lodgynge al to gy-

der
/ and there was a grete feeft and grete reuel / and the pry-

ce was gyuen vnto fyr launcelot / and by herowdes they named

10 hym / that he had fmyten doune fyfty knyghtes / and fire Ga-

reth fyue and thyrtty / and fir Lauayne four and twenty kn-

yghtes / Thenne fir Launcelot told the kynge and the Quene
how the lady huntreffe fhote hym in the forefte of wyndefoore
in the buttok with a brood arowe / & how the wound therof

IS was that tyme fyxe Inches depe / and in lyke longe / ^ Alfo

Arthur blamed fyr Gareth by caufe he lefte his felaufhyp / &
helde with fir launcelot / My lord fayd fir Gareth / he maade me
a knyghte /

And whanne I fawe hym foo hard beftadde
/
me

thought it was my worfhyp to helpe hym / for I fawe hym do

20 foo moche
/ and foo many noble knyghtes ageynfi: hym /

and

whan I vnderftood that he was fir launcelot du lake / I fha-

med to fee foo many knyghtes ageynft hym alone / Truly fa-

yd kynge Arthur vnto fyre Gareth ye faye wel and worfliyp-

fuUy haue ye done and to your felf grete worfliyp / and alle

25 the dayes of my lyf fayd kynge Arthur vnto fir Gareth wete

yow wel I fhalle loue yow / and trufte yow the more better

For euer fayd Arthur hit is a worfhypful knyghtes dede to

helpe an other worfhypful knyghte whanne he fceth hym in a

grete daunger / for euer a worfliipful man will be lothe to fee a

30 worfliipful fhamed
/
and he that is of no worfliip and fareth

with cowardyfe / neuer fhall he fhewe gentilnes / nor no maner

of goodnes where he feeth a man in ony daunger / for thenne

euer wylle a coward fhewe no mercy /
and alwayes a good

man wille doo euer to another man as he wold ben done to

3S hym felf / Soo thenne there were grete feeftes vnto kynges and

dukes / and reuel
/ game and playe / and al maner of nobleffe

was vfed / and he that was curtois / true and feythful to his

frende was that tyme cheryffhed
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C Capitulum yyv

HNd thus it part on from candylmas vntyl after efter

that the moneth of may was come / whan euery lufty

herte begynneth to blofomme
/
and to brynge forth fruyte / for ly-

ke as herbes and trees bryngen forth fruyte and floryfflien in

may / in lyke wyfe euery lufty herte that is in ony maner a lo- 5

uer fpryngeth and floryffheth in lufty dedes / For it gyueth vn-

to al louers courage that lufty moneth of may in fome thyng
to conflrayne hym to fome maner of thyng more in that moneth

than in ony other moneth for dyuerfe caufes / For thenne alle

herbes and trees renewen a man and woman / and lyke wy- 10

fe louers callen ageyne to their mynde old gentilnes and old

feruyfe and many kynde dedes were forgeten by neclygen-

ce / For lyke as wynter rafure doth alway a rafe and deface gre-

ne fomer / foo fareth it by vnftable loue in man and woman /

For in many perfons there is no ftabylyte / For we may fee al 15

day for a lytel blaft of wynters rafure anone we flialle deface

and lay a parte true loue / for lytel or noughte that cofl moch

thynge / this is no wyfedome nor ftabylyte / but it is feblenes

of nature and grete difworfhyp who fomeuer vfed this / Ther-

fore lyke as may moneth floreth and floryffheth in many gar- 20

dyns / Soo in lyke wyfe lete euery man of worfhip floryffhe

his herte in this world / fyrft vnto god / and next vnto the io-

ye of them that he promyfed his feythe vnto /
for there was ne-

uer worfiiypful man or worfhipfull woman
/ but they lo-

ued one better than another / and worfhyp in armes may ne- 25

uer be foyled j but fyrft referue the honour to god / and fecond-

ly the quarel muft come of thy lady /
and fuche loue I calle

vertuous loue / but now adayes men can not loue feuen ny3te
but they muft haue alle their defyres that loue may not endu-

re by reafon
/

for where they ben foone accorded and hafty hete / 30

foone it keleth / Ryghte foo fareth loue now a dayes / fone hote

foone cold
/ this is noo ftabylyte / but the old loue was not

fo / men and wymmen coude loue to gyders feuen yeres / and no

lycours luftes were bitwene them / and thenne was loue tro-

uthe and feythfulnes / and loo in lyke wyfe was vfed loue 35

in kynge Arthurs dayes / ^ wherfor I lyken loue now
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adayes vnto fomcr and wynter /
for lyke as the one is hote

/
Sc

the other cold /
fo farcth loue now a dayes / therfore alle ye that

be louers / calle vnto your remembraunce the moneth of may/

lyke as dyd quene Gueneuer / For whome I make here a ly-

5 tel mencyon that whyle flie lyued /
fhe was a true louer / and

therfor fhe had a good ende

C ££Plicit liber ©ctobecdnus / BnJ» bere folowetb Itbei* m I

C Capitulum primum

Oo it befelle in the moneth of May / quene Gue-

neuer called vnto her kny3tes of the table ro-

und / and (he gafe them warnynge that erly vp-

on the morowe flie wold ryde on mayeng in to

woodes & feldes befyde weftmynflre /
& I warne

yow that there be none of yow but that he be wel horfed /
and

that ye alle be clothed in grene outher in fylke outher in clothe

and I fhalle brynge with me ten ladyes /
and euery knyght

IS fhalle haue a lady behynde hym / and euery knyghte fhal haue

a fquyer and two yomen /
and I wyll that ye alle be wel hor-

fed / Soo they made hem redy in the freffheft maner /
and thefe

were the names of the knyghtes / fir Kay the Senefchal / fir A-

grauayne /
fir Brandyles /

fir Sagramor le defyrus / Sir Do-

20 dynas le faueage /
fir Ozanna le cure hardy / fir Ladynas of the

foreft faueage /
fir Perfaunt of Inde / fyre Ironfyde that was

called the knyghte of the reed laund&s / and fire Pelleas the

louer / and thefe ten knyghtes made hem redy in the frefflien: ma-

ner to ryde with the quene /
And foo vpon the morne they toke

25 their horfes with the quene / and rode on mayenge in woodes

and medowes as hit pleafyd hem in grete loye and delytes /

for the quene had caft to haue ben ageyne with kyng Arthur

at the fertheft by ten of the clok /
and foo was that tyme her

purpoos /
Thenne there was a knyghte that hyghte Mellya-

jo graunce /
and he was fone vnto kynge Bagdemagus /

and this

knyghte had at that tyme a cartel of the yefte of kyng arthur
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within feuen myle of weftmynftre / And this knyghte fir Mel-

lyagraunce loued paffynge wel Quene Gueneuer / and foo

had he done longe and many yeres / ^ And the book fayth he

had layne in a wayte for to ftele away the quene / but euermo-

re he forbare for by caufe of fir launcelot / for in no wyfe he wo- 5

Id medle with the quene /
and fir Launcelot were in her com-

pany / outher els and he were nere hand her / and that tyme
was fuche a cufi;omme / the quene rode neuer withoute a grete

felaufhyp of men of armes aboute her / and they were many
good knyghtes / and the mooft party were yong men that wo- 'o

Id haue worfhyp / and they were called the quenes knyghtes
and neuer in no batail / turnement / nor luftes / they bare none

of hem no maner of knoulechynge of their owne armes / but

playne whyte flieldes / and there by they were called the que-

nes knyghtes /
And thenne whan it happed ony of them to be 15

of grete worfliyp by his noble dedes / thenne at the next feefl of

Pentecofl: / yf there were ony flayne or dede / as there was none

yere that there fayled / but fomme were dede / Thenne was there

chofen in his ftede that was dede the mooft men of worfhyp
that were called the quenes knyghtes / And thus they came 20

vp alle fyrfte or they were renoumed men of worfhip /
both fire

Launcelot and alle the remenaunt of them
/
But this kny3te

fir Mellyagraunce had afpyed the quene well and her purpos

and how fir launcelot was not with her / and how fhe had no

man of armes with her but the ten noble knyghtes all arayed 25

in grene for mayeng / thenne he purueyed hym a xx men of ar-

mes and an honderd archers for to deftroye the quene and her

knyghtes / for he thoughte that tyme was beft feafon to take the

quene /

C Capitulum fccunbum

SOo
as the quene had mayed and alle her knyghtes / 30

alle were bedaffhed with herbys moffes and floures

in the beft maner and freffheft / Ryghte fo came oute of a wo-

ode fyre Mellyagraunce with an eyghte fcore men wel harny-

fed as they fhold fyghte in a batail of a reefte and bad the

quene and her knyghtes abyde / for maulgre theyr hedes they 35
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ihold abyde / Traytoure knyghte fayd quene Gueneuer what

caft thou for to doo
/
woltc thow fhame thy felf / bethynke the

how thou arte a kynges fone / and knyghte of the table roud

and thou to be aboute to difhonoure the noble kynge that ma-

5 de the knyghte / thow fliameft alle knyghthode and thy felfe
/ &

me I lete the wetc flialte thow neuer fliame
/

for I had leuer

cutte myn owne throte in twcyne rather than thou fholdeft dif-

honoure me /
As for alle this langage fayd fir Mellyagraunce

be it as it be may / for wete yow wel madame I haue loued

10 yow many a yere /
and neuer or now coude I gete yow at fuche

an auauntage as I doo now / and therfor I wylle take yow
as I fynde yow / thenne fpake alle the ten noble knyghtes att

ones and fayd / Syr Mellyagraunce wete thow wel ye ar a-

boute to leoparde your worfhyp to diflionour
/
and alfo ye cafl:

15 to leoparde oure perfons /
how be it we ben vnarmed

/ ye haue

vs at a grete auayle /
for hit femeth by yow that ye haue layd

watche vpon vs / but rather than ye fhold putte the quene to

a fhame and vs alle / we had as leef to departe from oure ly-

ues
/

for & yf we other wayes dyd / we were fhamed for euer

20 Thenne fayd fir Mellyagraunce dreffe yow as wel as ye can/

and kepe the Quene / ^ Thenne the ten knyghtes of the table

round drewe their fwerdes / and the other lete renne at them/

with their fperes / and the ten knyghtes manly abode them / &
fmote awey their fperes / that no fpere dyd them none harme

25 Thenne they laffhed to gyder with fwerdes / and anone fyre

Kay /
fir Sagramor /

fir Agrauayn / fir Dodynas / fir Ladynas
and fyr Ozanna were fmyten to the erthe with grymly woun-

des
/ Thenne fir Brandyles and fir Perfaunt of Ironfyde / fyre

Pelleas foughte longe / and they were fore wounded / for thefe

30 ten knyghtes or euer they were layd to the ground flewe xl

men of the boldeft and the beft of them
/ Soo whan the Quene

fawe her knyghtes thus dolefully wounded / and nedes muft

be flayne at the laft / thenne for pyte and forowe fhe cryed fyr

Mellyagraunce flee not my noble knyghtes / and I wille go
35 with the vpon this couenaunt that thou faue hem / and fuffer

hem not to be no more hurte with this that they be ledde wyth
me where fomeuer thow ledeft me / for 1 wylle rather flee my
felf than I wylle goo with the / onles / that thyfe my noble
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knyghtes maye be in my prefence / Madame faid Mellyagrauce
for your fake they ilialle be ledde with yow in to myn owne
Caftel with that ye wylle be ruled & ryde with me / ^ Thenne

the quene prayd the four knyghtes to leue their fyghtynge / &
fhe and they wold not departe / Madame fayd fir Pelleas we

wille doo as ye doo / for as for me I take no force of my lyfe

nor deth / For as the Frenffhe book fayth fir Pelleas gaf fuche

buffets there that none armour myghte holde hym /

z
C Capitulum ^crcium

Henne by the queues commaundement they lefte batail

and dreffid the wounded knyghtes on horfbak fome fyttyng lo

fomme ouerthwarte their horfes
/
that hit was pyte to beholde

them /
And thenne fir Mellyagraunce charged the quene & al

her knyghtes that none of al her felaufl:yp fliold departe from

her /
for ful fore he dradde fir launcelot du lake left he fliold ha-

ue ony knoulechynge / Alle this afpyed the Quene / and pry- 15

uely flie called vnto her a child of her chamber that was fvv-

yftly horfed to whome flie fayd / Go thow whan thou feeft thy

tyme /
and bere this rynge vnto fir launcelot du lake

/ and pra-

ye hym as he loueth mc that he wylle fee me / and refcowe me

yf euer he wille haue loye of me
/ and fpare not thy hors faid 20

the quene nouther for water neyther for lond / Soo the chyld

afpyed his tyme / and lyghtely he took his hors with the fpo-

res and departed as faft as he myghte / And whan fir Mel-

lyagraunce fawe hym foo flee / he vnderftood that hit was by
the quenes commaundement for to warne fir launcelot / Then- 25

ne they that were bed horfed chaced hym and fhot at hym/
But from hem alle the child wente fodenly /

and thenne fyre

Mellyagraunce fayd to the quene / Madame ye are aboute to

bitraye me / but I fhalle ordeyne for fir launcelot that he fliall

not come lyghtely at yow /And thenne he rode with her and 3°

they alle to his caftel in alle the hafte that they myghte / And

by the waye fire Mellyagraunce layd in an cnbuffliement the

beft archers that he myghte gete in his coutrey to the nombre of
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a thyrtty to awayte vpon fir Launcelot chargyng them that yf

they fawe fuche a manere of knyghte come by the way vpon a

whyte hors that in ony wyfe they flee his hors
/ but in no ma-

nere of wyfe haue not adoo with hym bodyly / for he is ouer

5 hardy to be ouercomen / Soo this was done / and they were co-

men to his caftel / but in no wyfe the queue wold neuer lete no-

ne of the ten knyghtes and her ladyes oute of her fyghte / but

alwayes they were in their prefence / for the book fayth fir Mel-

yagraunce durfte make no mayftryes for drede of fir launce-

10 lot in foo moche he demed that he had warnynge / Soo whan
the child was departed from the felaufhip of fyr Mellyagra-
unce within a whyle he came to weftmynftre / And anone he

fonde fir launcelot / And whanne he had told his meffage / &
delyuerd hym the quenes rynge / Alias fayd fyr Launcelot

15 now am I fliamed for euer onles that I maye refcowe that

noble lady from difhonour / thenne egerly he afked his armo-

ur / and euer the child told fyr launcelot how the ten knygh-
tes foughte merueylloufiy / and how fir Pelleas and fire I-

ronfyde and fir Brandyles and fir Perfaunt of Inde fought
20 ftrongly / but namely fir Pelleas / there myghte none withfta-

de hym / & how they all fou3te tyll at the laft: they were layd
to the erthe

/
and thenne the queue made apoyntement for to fa-

ue their lyues / and goo with fyr Mellyagraunce / Alias fayd

fyr Launcelot / that mooft noble lady that fhe fliold be fo defi;-

25 royed /
I had leuer faid fir launcelot than alle Fraunce that

I had ben there were wel armed / Soo whan fyre launcelot

was armed / and vpon his hors
/ he prayd the chyld of the

Quenes chamber to warne fyr Lauayne how fodenly he was

departed / and for what caufe / and praye hym as he loueth me
30 that he wylle hyhe hym after me / and that he ftynte not vntyll

he come to the caftel where fir Mellyagraunce abydeth / or dwel-

leth / for there fayd fire launcelot he flialle here of me / and I

am a man lyuynge / and refcowe the quene and the ten kny3-
tes the whiche he traitourfiy hath taken / and that flialle I pre-

35 ue vpon his hede and alle them that hold with hym /

C Capitulum iiij
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^^fc^ Henne fir launcelot rode as faft as he myghte / and the

M \ book faith / he took the water at weftmynftre brydge / &

^^J^ made his hors to fvvymme ouer Temfe vnto lambehy-

the /
And thcne within a whyle he came to the fame place there

as the ten noble knyghtes foughte with fyre Mellyagraunce 5

And thanne fir launcelot folowed the trak vntyl that he came

to a wood / and there was a ftrayte waye / and there the xxx

archers bad fir launcelot tome ageyne / and folowe noo lenger

that trak
/
what commaundement haue ye ther to fayd fir laun-

celot to caufe me that am a knyghte of the round table to leue lo

my ryghte way /
This way flialte thou leue / outher els thow

fhalt goo it on thy foote / for wete thou wel thy hors fhalle be

flayne /
that is lytel mayftry fayd fyre launcelot to flee myn

hors
/

but as for my felf whan my hors is flayne I gyue ry-

ght nought for yow / not and ye were fyue honderd moo
/ So 15

thenne they fliot fir launcelcts hors / and fmote hym with ma-

ny arowes
/

and thenne fyr launcelot auoyded his hors
/ and

wente on foote / but there were foo many dyches and hedges be-

twixe them and hym that he myghte not medle with none of

hem
/
MT Alias for fliame faid launcelot that euer one knyght 20

fhold bitraye another knyght / but hit is an old fawe / a good

man is neuer in daunger /
but whan he is in the daunger of a

coward /
Thenne fir launcelot wente a whyle / and thenne he

was fowle combred of his armour /
his flield and his fpere &

alle that longed vnto hym / wete ye wel he was ful fore an- 25

noyed /
and ful loth he was for to leue ony thynge that lon-

ged vnto hym /
for he drad fore the treafon of fir Mellyagrauce

Thenne by fortune there came by hym a charyot that cam thy-

der for to fetche wood / Say me carter faid fyr launcelot what

flial I gyue the to fuffre me to lepe in to thy charyot /
& that 30

thou brynge me vnto a caftel within this two myle / thou flialt

not come within my charyot faid the carter / for I am fente for

to fetche wood for my lord fir Mellyagraunce / with hym wo-

ld I fpeke /
thou flialt not go with me faid the carter

/
thene fir

launcelot lept to hym /
& gaf hym fuche a buffet that he felle to 35

the erthe ftarke dede
/
thenne the other carter his felawe was a-

ferde & wende to haue gone the fame way / & thenne he cryed

fair lord faue my lyf / & I flial brynge you where ye wil / thcne
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I charge the fayd fyr launcelot that thow dryue me and thys

charyot euen vnto fir Melliagaunce yate / lepe vp in to the cha-

ryot fayd the carter / and ye fhalle be there anone / Soo the car-

ter drofe on a grcte wallop / and fir launcelots hors folowed

S the charyot with more than a xl arovves brode and rough in

hym / and more than an houre and an half dame Gueneuer

was awaytynge in a bay wyndowe with her ladyes / & afpyed
an armed knyghtc ftandynge in a charyot / See madame fa-

yd a lady where rydeth in a charyot a goodly armed knyghte/
10 I fuppofe he rydeth vnto hangyng /

where fayd the quene /
then-

ne file afpyed by his (helde that he was there hym felf fir laun-

celot du lake / And thennc flie was ware where came his hors

euer after that charyot / and euer he trade his guttes and his

paunche vnder his feet / Alias fayd the quene now I fee well

IS and preue that wel is hym that hath a trufty frend / ^ Ha a

moofl noble knyghte fayd quene Gueneuer I fee wel thow

arte hard beftad whan thow rydefl in a charyot / thenne flie re-

buked that lady that lykend fir launcelot to ryde in a chary-

ot to hangynge /
hit was fowle mouthed fayd the quene and

20 euylle lykened foo for to lyken the mooft noble knyght of the

world vnto fuche a fhameful dethe
/ O Ihefu defende hym and

kepe hym faid the quene from alle mefcheuous ende
/ By thys

was fir Launcelot comen to the gates of that Caflel / and there

he defcended doune and cryed that alle the Caftel range of it

25 where arte thow fals traitour fir Melliagraunce and knyght
of the table round

/
now come forth here thou traytour kny3te

thou and thy felaufhip with the
/
For here I am fir launcelot

du lake that fhal fyghte with yow / and there with all he ba-

re the gate wyde open vpon the porter /
and fmote hym vnder

30 his 3ere with his gauntelet that his neck brafi: in fonder
/

C Capitulum \>

C^I^-ZC^ Hanne fir MellyagraOce herd that fir Launcelot was

A A I there / he ranne vnto quene Gueneuer / and felle vpon

^^^f^^ his knee /
and fayd mercy madame now I put me ho-

ly in to your grace / what eyleth yow now fayd quene Guene-
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uer /
For fothe I myghte wel wete fomme good kny3t wold

reuenge me / though my lord Arthur wyfte not of this youre

werke / Madame faid fir Mellyagraunce / alle this that is a-

mys on my parte fhalle be amended ryghte as your felf wille

deuyfe /
& holy I putte me in your grace /

what wold ye that 5

I dyd fayd the quene /
I wold no more faid Mellyagraunce

but that ye wold take alle in your owne handes /
and that ye

wille rule my lord fir launcelot / and fuche chere as maye be

made hym in this poure cartel ye and he (halle haue vntyl to

morne /
and thenne may ye and alle they retorne vnto weftm- lo

ynfter / and my body and all that I haue I (hal putte in your

rule / ye faye wel fayd the quene /
and better is pees than euer

werre /
and the leffe noyfe / the more is my worfhip / thenne the

quene and her ladyes wente doune vnto the knyghte fyr laun-

celot /
that ftood wrothe oute of mefure in the Inner courte to 15

abyde bataille
/
& euer he bid thou traytour knyghte come forth

Thenne the quene came to hym and fayde fyre Launcelot why
be ye foo moeued / Ha madame fayd fire Launcelot why afke

ye me that queftion /Me femeth faid fir launcelot ye ou5te to

be more wrothe than I am / for ye haue the hurte and the dif- 20

honour /
For wete ye wel madame my hurte is but lytel for

the kyllynge of a mares fone /
but the defpyte greueth me moch

more / than alle my hurte
/ truly fayd the quene ye faye trouth

but hertely I thanke yow fayd the quene / but ye mufte come

in with me peafyble /
for al thynge is put in my hand / and 25

alle that is euylle fhalle be for the befi:
/

for the knyghte ful fo-

re repenteth hym of the myfauenture that is befallen hym / Ma-

dame faide fire Launcelot / fyth it is foo that ye ben accorded

with hym / as for me I may not be ageyn it
/
how be it fir Mel-

lyagraunce hath done ful fliamefully to me & cowardly / ^ A 30

madame faid fir Launcelot /
& I had wyft ye wold haue ben

foo foone accorded with hym /
I wold not haue made fuche ha-

de vnto yow / why faye ye foo fayd the quene / doo ye forthynke

your felf of your good dedes /
wete you well fayd the Quene

I accorded neuer vnto hym for fauour nor loue that I had 35

vnto hym /
but for to laye doune euery fliameful noyfe

^ Madame faid fyr launcelot ye vnderftande ful well I was

neuer willynge nor gladde of fhameful fklaunder nor noyfe
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And there is neyther kynge / quenc ne knyght that bereth the

lyf cxcepte my lord kynge Arthur and yow madame fliold

lette me / but I fliold make fir Mellyagraunce herte ful cold/

or euer I departed from hens / That wote I wel faid the que-

5 ne / but what wille ye more ye fhall haue alle thynge rulyd as

ye lyft to haue it
/
Madame faid fyr launcelot /

foo ye be plca-

fyd I care not / as for my parte ye flial foone pleafe / ryghte fo

the quene took fyr launcelot by the bare hand /
for he had put

of his gauntelet /
and foo flie wente with hym tyl her chamber

10 and thenne flie commaunded hym to be vnarmed / and thenne

fyr launcelot afked where were the ten knyghtes that were

wounded fore /
fo fhe fliewed them vnto fir launcelot / and ther

they made grete loye of the comynge of hym /
and fir launcelot

made grete dole of their hurtes ahd bewayled them gretely / &

15 there fir launcelot told them how cowardly and traytourly

Mellyagraunce fette archers to flee his hors / and how he was

fayne to putte hym felf in a charyot / thus they complayned

eueryche to other / and ful fayn they wold haue ben reuengid

but they peaced them felf by caufe of the Quene /
Thenne as

20 the Frenffh book fayth / fyr launcelot was called many a day

after le cheualer du charyot /
and dyd many dedes and grete

aduentures he had /
and foo leue we of this tale le Cheualer

du Charyot and torne we to this tale / ^ Soo fyr Launcelot

had grete chere with the quene / and thenne fyr launcelot ma-

25 de a promys with the quene that the fame nyghte fir launce-

lot fliold come to a wyndowe outward toward a gardyn / &

that wyndowe was y barryd with yron /
and there fir launce-

lot promyfed to mete her when alle folkes were on flepe / So

thenne came fyr lauayne dryuynge to the gates cryeng where

30 is my lord fyr launcelot du lake /
thenne was he fente for

/ &

when fir lauayne fawe fir Launcelot /
he fayd my lord I fond

well how ye were hard beftad /
for I haue fonde your hors that

was flayne with arowes /
As for that fayd fyr launcelot I

praye yow fyr Lauayne fpeke ye of other maters /
and lete ye

35 this paffe /
& we flialle ryghte hit another tyme when we befte

may
C Capitulum vj
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/^^^ Henne the knyghtes that were hurte were ferched / &
/ 1 fofte falues were leyd to their woundes / and foo hyt

^^^ pafl on tyl fouper tyme / and alle the chere that myght
be made them / there was done vnto the quene and all her kny5-
tes / thenne whan feafon was / they wente vnto their chambres 5

but in no wyfe the quene wold not fuffre the wounded kny3-
tes to be fro her / but that they were layde within draughtes by
her chamber vpon beddes and pylowes that fhe her felf myght
fee to them that they wanted no thynge / Soo whan fir laun-

celot was in his chamber that was affygned vnto hym / he cal- 10

led vnto hym fire Lauayne / and told hym that nyght he mufl:

goo fpeke with his lady dame Gueneuer / Sir faid fyr Laua-

yne / lete me goo with yow and hit pleafe yow / for I drede me
fore of the treafon of fir Mellyagraunce / Nay fayd fir launce-

lot I thanke yow / but I wille haue no body with me / thenne 15

fir Launcelot took his fuerd in his hand / and pryuely went

to a place where he had afpyed a ladder to fore hand / and that

he took vnder his arme / and bare it thurgh the gardyn / & fette

it vp to the wyndowe / and there anone the quene was redy to

mete hym / and thenne they made eyther to other their compla- 20

yntes of many dyuerfe thynges / & thenne fir launcelot wyf-
flied that he myghte haue comen in to her / wete ye wel faid the

quene /
I wold as fayne as ye / that ye myghte come in to me

wold ye madame faid fyre launcelot with youre herte that I

were with yow / ye truly faid the quene / Now fhalle I proue 25

my myght faid fyr Launcelot for your loue / and thenne he fet

his handes vpon the barres of yron /
and he pulled at them

with fuche a myghte that he braft hem clene oute of the ftone

walles / and there with all one of the barres of yron kytte the

braune of his handes thurgh out to the bone / & thenne he lepte 30

in to the chamber to the quene / make ye no noyfe fayd the que-
ne / for my wounded knyghtes lye here faft by me / So to paf-

fe vpon this tale fyr Launcelot wente vnto bed with the que-
ne / & took no force of his hurte hand / but took his plefauce

and his lykynge vntyll it was in the daunynge of the daye / & 35

wete ye well he flepte not but watched / and whan he fawe

his tyme that he myghte tary no lenger / he took his leue and

departed at the wyndowe / and putte hit to gyder as wel as he
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myghte ageyne and foo departed vnto his owne chamber
/ &

there he told fir Lauayne how he was hurte
/ thenne fir lauayn

drcflld his hand and ftaunched it / and putte vpon it a gloue

that it fhold not be afpyed /
and foo the quene lay long in her

5 beddc vntyl it was nyne of the clok / thene fir Mellyagraunce

wente to the quenes chamber /
and fond her ladyes there redy

clothed / Ihefu mercy fayd fir Mellyagraunce what eyleth you

madame that ye fiepe thus longe / and ryght there with alle he

opened the curteyn for to beholde her / and thenne was he ware

10 where fhe laye & alle the fhete & pylowe was bebled with the

blood of fir Launcelot and of his hurte hand / Whan fir mel-

lyagraunce afpyed that blood / thenne he demed in her that

fhe was fals to the kynge /
and that fome of the wounded kn-

yghtes had layne by her alle that nyghte / A madame faid fir

15 Mellyagraunce /
now I haue founden you a fals traytreffe

vnto my lord Arthur /
For now I proue wel it was not for

nought that ye layd thefe wounded knyghtes within the ban-

des of your chamber / therfore I wille calle yow of treafon be-

fore my lord kynge Arthur / and now I haue proued yow

20 madame with a fliameful dede
/
and that they ben all fals or

fomme of them I wylle make good /
for a wounded knyghte

this nyght hath layne by yow /
That is fals fayd the Quene

and that I wyl reporte me vnto them alle
/

thenne whanne the

ten knyghtes herd fir Mellyagraunce wordes / they fpak al in

25 one voys and fayd to fire Mellyagraunce thou fayft falfly /

and wrongfully putteft vpon vs fuche a dede / and that we wil

make good ony of vs chefe whiche thou lyft of vs whan we

are hole of oure woundes / ye fhal not faid fyr Mellyagraunce

away with your proud langage /
for here ye may alle fee fayd

30 fir Mellyagraunce that by the quene this nyghte a wounded

knyghte hath layne / thenne were they al afiiamed whan they

fawe that blood /
and wete you wel fyr Mellyagraunce was

paffynge glad that he had the quene at fuche an auauntage /

For he demed by that to hyde his trefon /
foo with this rumoure

35 came in fyr launcelot and fond them al at a grete araye/

C Capitulum tcptimum
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MC Capitulum fcptimum/
Hat araye is this fayd fir Launcelot

/ thenne fyr mel-

lygraunce told hem what he had fonde & lliewed hem
the queues bed / Truly faid fyr launcelot ye dyd not your part

nor kny3tly to touche a quenes bedde whyle it was drawen / &
fhe lyeng therin / for I dar fay my lord Arthur hym felf wold 5

not haue difplayed her courteyns fhe beyng within her bed / on-

les that it had pleafyd hym' to haue layne dounc by her / and

therfor ye haue done vnworfhipfully & fhamefully to your felfe

I wote not what ye mene fayd fyr Mellyagraunce / but well

I am fure ther hath one of her wounded kny^tes laync by her 10

this ny3te / & therfor I wil proue with my handes that fhe is a

traytreffe vnto my lord Arthur
/
beware what ye do faid laun-

celot / for & ye fay fo & ye wil preue it / it wil be taken at your

handes / My lord fir Launcelot faid fire Mellyagraunce I rede

yow beware what ye do /
for thou5 ye are neuer fo good a kny- is

ght as ye wote wel ye ar renomed the beft kny^t of the world

yet fliold ye be aduyfed to do batail in a wrong quarel / for god
wil haue a flroke in euery batail / As for that fayd fyr launce-

lot god is to be drad
/
but as to that I faye nay playnly / that

this ny5te there lay none of thefe ten wounded kny^tes wyth 20

my lady quene Gueneuer /
& that wil I preue with my handes

that ye fay vntruly in that now / Hold faid fir Mellyagraunce
here is my gloue that fhe is traytreffe vnto my lord kyng Ar-

thur / & that this nyghte one of the wounded kny3tes lay with

her
/ & I receyue your gloue fayd fir Launcelot / & fo they were 25

fealyd with their fygnettys / and delyuerd vnto the x kny3tes
At what day flial we do batail to gyders faid fir launcelot / this

day viij dayes faid fir Mellyagraunce in the felde befyde weft-

mynftre / I am agreed faid fir Launcelot / but now faid fir mel-

lyagraunce / fythen it is fo that we mufl fy3te to gyders I pray 30

yow as ye be a noble kny3t awayte me with no treafon / nor

none vylony the meane whyle / nor none for yow / foo god me

help faid fir launcelot ye flial ry5te wel wete I was neuer of

no fuche condycyons / for I reporte me to al kny3tes that euer

haue knowen me I ferd neuer with no treafon / nor I loued ne- 35

uer the felaufhip of no man that ferde with trefon / Thenne le-

te vs go to dyner feid melliagrauce . & after dyner ye & p' quene
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and ye may rydc alle to weftmefter / I wylle wel fayd fir lau-

celot / thenne fir Mellyagraunce fayd to fir launcelot pleafeth it

yow to fee the eftures of this caftcl / with a good wylle fayd

fir Launcelot / and thenne they wente to gyders from chamber

5 to chamber / for fir Launcelot drad noo peryls / for euer a man
of worfhyp and of proweffe / dredeth left alwayes perils /

For

they wene euery man be as they ben / But euer he that fareth

with treafon putteth ofte a man in grete daunger / So it befel

vpon fir launcelot that no peryl dredde
/ as he wente with fire

JO Mellyagraunce he trade on a trap and the bord rollyd /
and

there fir Launcelot felle doune more than ten fadom in to a ca-

ue ful of ftrawe / and thenne fir Mellyagraunce departed and

made no fare as that he nyft where he was / And whan fir lau-

celot was thus myffed / they merueylled where he was byco-

15 men /
and thenne the quene and many of them demed that he

was departed as he was wonte to doo fodenly / For fyr Mel-

lyagraunce made fodenly to putte awaye on fyde fir Lauayns
hors that they myght alle vnderftande that fir launcelot was

departed fodenly / Soo it paft on tyl after dyner / and thenne

20 fir Lauayne wold not ftynte vntyl that he ordeyned lyttyers

for the wounded knyghtes that they myghte be lad in them /

and fo with the quene and them al bothe ladyes & gentilwy-

mmen and other wente vnto weftmynfter / & there the kny3tes

told kyng arthur hou Mellyagrauce had appelyd the quene of

25 hyghe treafon /
and how fir Launcelot had receyued the glo-

ue of hym / and this daye eyghte dayes they fliall doo batail a-

fore yow / By my hede fayd kynge Arthur I am aferd fyre

Mellyagraunce has taken vpon hym a grete charge /
but where

is fyr Launcelot fayd the kynge / Sir fayd they alle we wote

30 not where he is
/
but we deme he is ryden to fomme aduentures

as he is oftymes wonte to doo /
for he hath fyr Lauayns hors /

lete hym be faide the kyng / he wylle be founden but yf he be

trapped with fomme treafon

5C Capitulum octauum
Oo leue we fyr Launcelot lyenge within that caue in

grete payne / and euery day ther came a lady & brou5t

hym his mete &. his drynke / & wowed hym to haue layne by

hym / and euer the noble knyghte fyre Launcelot fayd
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her nay / fir Launcelot fayd (lie ye ar not wyfe / for ye maye ne-

uer oute of this pryfon / but yf ye haue my heipe and alfo yo-
ur lady quene Gueneuer fhalle be brente in your deffaulte on-

les that ye be there at the daye of bataille
/ God defende fayd

fyr Launcelot that fhe fliold be brente in my deffaute
/ & yf hyt 5

be foo faid fir Launcelot that I maye not be there / hit fhalle be

wel vnderftande bothe at the kynge and at the quene & wyth
alle men of vvorfliyp that I am dede / feke

/ outher in pryfon /

For alle men that knovve me
/ wille faye for me that I am in

fomme euyl caas and I be not there at that day / and wel I wo- 10

te there is fomme good knyghte outher of my blood or fome

other that loueth me that wylle take my quarel in hand
/ and

therfor faid fir launcelot wete ye wel ye fiialle not fere me
/ &

yf there were no more wymmen in alle this land but ye / I

wil not haue adoo with yovv / thenne arte thow fliamed fayd 15

the lady / and deftroyed for euer / As for worldes Ihame Ihe-

fu defende me
/
and as for my dyflreffe it is welcome what fo

euer hit be that god fendeth me / foo fiie came to hym the fame

day that the batail fliold be / and fayd fir launcelot / me thyn-

keth ye are to hard herted / but woldeft thow but kyffe me ones 20

I fhold delyuer the and thyn armour
/
and the beft hors that

is within fir Mellyagraunces ftable / As for to kyffe yow faid

fir launcelot I maye doo that and lefe no worlhyp / and wete

ye wel and I vnderfbood
/ there were ony difworfhip for to

kyffe yow /
I wold not doo hit / thenne he kyffed her / & then- 25

ne fhe gat hym and broughte hym to his armour
/
and whan

he was armed / fhe broughte hym to a ftable / where ftood xij

good courfers / and bad hym chefe the beft / Thenne fyr launce-

lot loked vpon a whyte courfer the whiche lyked hym beft / &
anone he commaunded the kepers fafte to fadle hym with the 30

beft fadel of werre that there was / and foo it was done as he

badde / thenne gatte he his fpere in his hand and his fuerd by
his fyde / and commaunded the lady vnto god / and fayd la-

dy for this good dede I fhal doo yow feruyfe yf euer hit be in

my power / 33

C Capitulnm IHonum
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mOwe
leue we fir Launcelot wallop allc that he myghte

And fpekc we of Qiiene Guencuer / that was brou-

ghte to a fyrc to be brent
/

for fire Mellyagraunce was

fure / hym thoughte that fir launcelot fhold not be att that ba-

5 taille / thcrfore he euer cryed vpon kynge Arthur to doo hym

luftyce /
outher els brynge forth fyr launcelot du lake

/
thenne

was the kynge and al the Courte ful fore abafflied & fhamed

that the quene fliold be brente in the defaute of fir Launcelot

My lord Arthur fayd fir Lauayne ye maye vnderflande that

10 it is not wel with my lord fyr launcelot / for and he were on

lyue / foo he be not feke outher in pryfon / wete ye wel he wold

ben here /
for neuer herd ye that euer he failed his part for who-

me he fhold doo batail for / and therfor fayd fir lauayne / my
lord kynge Arthur I byfeche yow gyue me the lycence to doo ba-

iS tail here this day for my lord and maifter / and for to faue my
lady the quene / Gramercy gentil fir Lauayne fayd kyng ar-

thur
/

for I dar fay alle that fir Mellyagraunce putteth vpon

my lady the Quene /
is wronge /

for I haue fpoken with al

the ten wounded knyghtes / and there is not one of them and

20 he were hole and able to doo bataille / but he wold preue vpon
fir Mellyagraunce body that it is fals that he putteth vpon my
quene /

foo fhal I fayd fir lauayne in the defence of my lord

fyr launcelot and ye wylle gyue me leue / Now I gyue yow
leue fayd kynge Arthur and doo your beft / for I dar wel fay

25 there is fome treafon done to fir launcelot / Thenne was fir La-

uayne armed and horfed /
and fodenly at the lyftes ende he

rode to performe this bataille
/
and ryghte as the herowdes fho-

ld crye / leffes les aler
/ Ryghte foo came in fir launcelot dry-

uynge with alle the force of his hors / and thenne Arthur cry-

30 ed ho / and abyde / thenne was fir launcelot called on horfbak

to fore kynge Arthur / and there he told openly to fore the ky-

nge and alle how fire Mellyagraunce had ferued hym fyrfte

and laft
/
And whanne the kynge and the quene and al the

lordes knewe of the treafon of fir Mellyagraunce / they were

35 alle afhamed on his behalfe / thenne was quene Gueneuer fe-

nte for / and fette by the kynge in grete trufte of her champyon
And thenne there was no more els to fay / but fyr Launcelot

and fire Mellyagraunce dreffid them vnto bataille /
and took
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their fperes / and foo they came to gyders as thonder
/
and there

fir launcelot bare hym doune quyte ouer his hors croupe / And
thenne fire Launcelot alyghte and dreffid his fheld on his

fliolder with his fuerd in his hand / and fir Mellyagraunce in

the fame wyfe dreffid hym vnto hym / and there they fmote 5

many grete ftrokes to gyders / and at the lafte fire Launcelot

fmote hym fuche a buffet vpon the helmet that he felle on the o-

ne fyde to the erthe
/
and thenne he cryed vpon hym alowde

/

Mooft noble knyghte fir launcelot du lake faue my lyf / for I

yelde me vnto yow / and I requyre yow / as ye be a knyghte & 10

felawe of the table round flee me not /
for I yelde me as ouer-

comen / and whether I fliallc lyue or dye I put me in the ky-

nges handes and yours / thenne flr Launcelot wyfte not what

to doo
/ for he had had leuer than all the good of the world

/

he myghte haue ben reuenged vpon fyr Mellyagraunce / and 15

fir Launcelot loked vp to the Queue Gueneuer / yf he myghte

afpye by ony fygne or countenaunce what flie wold haue do-

ne / And thenne the queue wagged her hede vpon fir Launce-

lot / as though fhe wold faye flee hym / Ful wel knewe fir la-

uncelot by the waggynge of her hede that fhe wold haue hym 20

dede / thenne fir launcelot bad hym ryfe for fliame and perfor-

me that bataille to the vtteraunce / nay faid fir Mellyagraunce
I wylle neuer aryfe vntyll ye take me as yolden & recreaunt

I flialle profer yow large profers fayd fir Launcelot / that is

for to fay /
I fliall vnarme my hede & my lyfte quarter of my 25

body alle that may be vnarmed & lete bynde my lyfte hand be-

hynde me / foo that it flialle not helpe me / and ryghte fo I fliall

doo bataille with yow / thenne fir Mellyagraunce ftarte vp vp-

on his legges / & fayd on hyghe My lord Arthur take hede to

this profer /
for I wille take hit / and lete hym be dyfarmed & 3°

bounden accordynge to his profer / what faye ye fayd kyng Ar-

thur vnto fyre launcelot / wille ye abyde by youre profer / ye my
lord fayd fir launcelot / I wille neuer goo fro that I haue

ones fayd / Thenne the knyghtes parters of the felde difarmed

fir launcelot firft his hede / & fythen his lyfte arme & his lyfte ss

fyde / & they bond his lyft arme behynd his bak without flield

or ony thyng / & thenne they were put to gyders /
Wete you wel

there was many a lady & kny3t merueylled that fir laucelot
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wold leopardy hym fclf in fuche a wyfe / Thenne fyrc Mellya-

grauncc came with his fuerd all on hygh / and fire launcelot

fhcwcd him openly his bare hede and the bare lyftc fyde /
and

whan he wende to haue fmyten hym vpon the bare hede / thenne

S lyghtly he auoydcd the lyfte legge & the lyfte fyde / & put his

ryght hand and his fuerd to that ftroke / and foo putte it on

fyde with grete fleyghte / and thenne with grete force fyr laun-

celot fmote hym on the helmet fuche a buffet that the ftroke ker-

ued the hede in two partyes / thenne there was no more to doo /

10 but he was drawen oute of the felde
/
and at the grete Inftaun-

ce of the knyghtes of the table round / the kynge fuffred hym
to be entered & the mencyon made vpon hym who flewe hym/
and for what caufe he was flayne / and thenne the kyng and

the Ouene made more of fyr Launcelot du lake / and more he

15 was cheryfflied than euer he was afore hand

C Capitulum y

1 Henne as the Frenffh booke maketh mencyon there

^^J^ was a good knyghte in the land of Hongre his name

was fyr Vrre and he was an aduenturous knyghte and in al

places where he myghte here of ony dedes of worihyp ther wo-

20 id he be / Soo it happend in Spayne there was an Erles fone

his name was Alphegus /
and at a grete turnement in fpayn

this fyre Vrre knyghte of Hongry and fir Alphegus of fpa-

yne encountred to gyders for veray enuy / and foo eyther vn-

dertook other to the Vtteraunce / and by fortune fire Vrre fle-

25 we fyr Alphegus the erles fone of Spayn / but this knyghte
that was flayne had yeuen fyre Vrre or euer he was flayne

feuen grete woundes / thre on the hede / and four on his body / &;

vpon his lyfte hand / and this fyr Alphegus had a moder /

the whiche was a grete forcereffe /
and flie for the defpyte of her

30 fones dethe wrought by her fubtyl craftes that fyr Vrre fhold

neuer be hole /
but euer his woundes fliold one tyme feyfter &

another tyme blcde / fo that he fliold neuer be hole vntyl the beft

knyghte of the world had ferched his woundes / and thus flie

made her auaunt where thurgh it was knowen that fyre Vrre
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fliold neuer be hole /
Thenne his moder lete make an hors lyt-

ter / and put hym theryn vnder two palfroyes /
and thenne fhe

took fyr Vrres fyfter with hym a ful fayr damoyfel / whos na-

me was Felelolye / and thenne fhe took a page with hym to ke-

pe their horfes / and foo they ledde fir Vrre thurgh many coun- 5

treyes / For as the Frenffhe book fayth fhe ledde hym fo feuen

yere thurgh alle landes cryflened /
and neuer flie coude fyndc

no knyghte that myghtc eafe her fone
/ Soo fhe came in to Scot-

land and in to the bandes of England / and by fortune flie

came nj'ghe the feefte of pentecofte vntyl Arthurs Courte that 10

at that tyme was holden at Carleil /
And whan flie came there

thenne flie made it openly to be knowen how that flie was co-

me in to that land for to hele her fone

^ Thenne kynge Arthur lete calle that lady / and afl^ed her

the caufe why flie broughts that hurte knyghte in to that land 15

My mooft noble kynge fayd that lady /
wete yow wel I bro-

ughte hym hydder for to be heled of his woundes / that of alle

this feuen yere he myghte not be hole
/
& thenne flie told the ky-

nge where he was wounded and of whome / and how his mo-

der had difcouerd in her pryde /
how fhe had wroughte that by 20

enchauntement /
foo that he fliold neuer be hole vntyl the beft

knyghte of the world had ferched his woundes / and foo I ha-

ue paffed thurgh alle the landes cryftned to haue hym heled /

excepte this land / And yf I fayle to hele hym here in this la-

nd I wylle neuer take more payne vpon me / and that is pyte 25

for he was a good knyghte and of grete noblenes / what is his

name fayd Arthur / My good and gracyous lord fhe fayde /

his name is fyr Vrre of the mounte /
In good tyme fayd the

Kynge /
and fythe ye are come in to this land / ye are ryght wel

come /
and wete yow wel here fhal your fone be helyd / and cuer 30

ony cryllen man may hele hym /

And for to gyue alle other men of worfhyp courage /
I my

felf wille affay to handle your fone
/
and foo fhalle alle the ky-

nges dukes and Erles that ben here prefente with me at this

tyme thereto wylle I commaunde them / and wel I wote they 35

flialle obeye and doo after my commaundement

And wete yow wel fayd kynge Arthur vnto Vrres fyfler I

fhalle begynne to handle hym and ferche vnto my power
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not prefumyng vpon me that I am foo worthy to hclc youre

fone by my dedcs
/

but I wille courage other men of worfhyp

to doo as I wylle doo / And thenne the kynge commaunded

alle the kynges dukes and erles & alle noble kny3tes of the

5 Round table that were there that tyme prefente to come in to

the medovve of Carleil / and fo at that tyme there were but an

honderd and ten of the roud table /
for xl knyghtes were that

tyme avvey / and foo here we mufte begynne at kynge Arthur

as is kyndely to begynne at hym / that was the mooft man of

10 worfhyp that was cryftned at that tyme

C Capitulum yj

/^^^ Henne kynge Arthur loked vpon fire Vrre . and the

/ 1 kynge thoughte he was a ful lykely man whanne he

^^^ was hole / and thenne kynge Arthur made hym to be

take doune of the lytter and layd hym vpon the erthe / and

IS there was layd a cuffhyn of gold that he fhold knele vpon/
And thenne noble Arthur fayd fayr knyghte me repenteth of

thy hurte / and for to courage alle other noble Knyghtes / I

wille praye the foftly to fuffre me to handle your woundes /

Mooft noble cryftned kynge fayd Vrre doo as ye lyfte / for I

20 am at the mercy of god and at your commaundement / ^ So

thenne Arthur foftely handelyd hym / and thenne fomme of his

woundes renewed vpon bledynge /
Thenne the kynge Clary-

aunce of Northumberland ferched and it wold not be / And
thenne fir Baraunt le apres that was called the Kyng with

25 the honderd Knyghtes he affayed and fayled /
and fo dyd ky-

nge Vryence of the land of Gore /
Soo dyd Kynge Anguyf-

faunce of Irland / Soo dyd Kynge Nentres of Garloth
/ So

dyd Kyng Carados of Scotland / Soo dyd the duke Gala-

halt the haute prynce / Soo dyd Conflantyn that was fir Ca-

30 rados fone of Cornewail / Soo dyd duke Challyns of Clara-

unce / Soo dyd the Erie Vlbaufe / Soo dyd the Erie Lambaile

Soo dyd the erle Aryflaufe

Thenne came in fyr Gawayne with his thre fones fir Gynga-

lyn / fyr Florence / & fir Louel / thefe two were begoten vpon fir
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dyd the erle Lambayle / Soo dyd the erle Aryftaufe

^ Thenne came in fyre Gawayne with his thre fones fyr gan-

galayne / fyr Florence and fyr Louel thefe two were goten vp-
on fyr Brandyles fyfter / and al they fayled / Thenne cam in

fyr Agrauayne / fyr Gaherys / fyr Mordred / & the good kny3t 5

fir Gareth that was of veray knyghthode worth al the brethe-

ren / Soo came knyghtes of Launcelots kynne / but fyr laun-

celot was not that tyme in the courte / for he was that tyme vp-

on his aduentures / Thenne fyr Lyonel / fyr Eftor de marys/

fyr Bors de ganys / fyr Blamor de ganys / fyr Bleoberis de 10

ganys / fyr Gahalantyne / fyr Galyhodyn / fyr Menadeuke
/ fyr

Vyllyars the valyaunt / fyr Hebes le renoumes
/ Al thefe we-

re of fyr launcelots kynne / and alle they fayled / ^ Thenne

came in fyr Sagramore le defyrus / fyr Dodynas le faueage

fyr Dynadan / fyr Bruyn le noyre /
that fyr kay named la co- 15

te male tayle and fyr Kay '-.he Senefchal / fyr Kay de ftrau-

ges / fyr Melyot de Logrys / fyr Petypafe of wynchelfee / fyre

Galleron of Galway / fyr Melyon of the montayne / fyr Car-

dok
/ fyr Vwayne les aduoultres / and fyr ozanna le cure har-

dy / Thenne came in fyr Aftamor & fyr Gromere grummors fo- 20

ne
/ fyr Croffelme / Sir Seruaufe le breufe that was callyd a

paffynge ftronge knyghte / for as the book fayth the chyef lady

of the lake feefted fyr launcelot and fyr Seruaufe le breufe/

And whan fhe had feefted hem bothe at fondry tymes fiie pra-

yd hem to gyue her a bone
/
and they graunted it her /

and then- 25

ne file prayd fyr Seruaufe that he wold promyfe her neuer to

doo batail ageynft fyr launcelot du lake
/
& in the fame wyfe

flie prayd fyr Launcelot neuer to doo batail ageynft fyr Ser-

uaufe
/
and foo eyther promyfed her

/
For the Frenffhe book fa-

yth /
that fir Seruaufe had neuer courage nor luft to doo batail 3°

ageynft no man but yf it were ageynft gyaunts & ageynfle

dragons and wylde beeftes / Soo we paffe vnto them that att

the kynges requeft made hem alle that were there at that hy3
feefl as of the kny3tes of tlie table round for to ferche fir Tur-

re / to that entente the kynge dyd hit / to wete whiche was the 35

nobleft knyghte amonge them

^ Thenne came fir Aglouale /
fire Durnore

/
fir Tor that was

bygoten vpon Aryes the couherdes wyf / but he was begoten
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afore Aryes wedded her /
and Kynge Pellenor begatte hem

all / fyrfl: fyre Tor
/ fyre Aglouale / fyr Durnore / fyre Lamorak

the mooft nobleft knyghte one that euer was in Arthurs da-

yes /
as for a worldly knyghte /

and fyre Percyual that was

5 pyerles excepte fyre Galahad in holy dedes
/ but they dyed in

the queft of the Sancgreal / Thenne cam fyr Gryflet le fyfe de

dieu
/

Sir Lucan the botteler / fyre Bedeuer his broder
/ fyr bran-

dyles / fyr Conftantyne / fyr Cadores fone of Cornewayl that

was kynge after Arthurs dayes / and fyre Clegys / fyre Sa-

lo dok / fyr Dynas the Senefchal of Cornewaile / fyre Fergus/

fyr Dryaunt / fyr Lambegus / fyre Clarrus of Cleremont / fyr

Cloddrus / fyre Hectymere / fyre Edward of Canaruan / fyre

Dynas / fyre Pryamus that was cryftned by fyr Triftram the

noble Knyghte /
and thefe thre were bretheren fyr Hellayne de

15 blank that was fone to fyre Bors / he begat hym vpon kyng

Brandegorys doughter and fyre Bryan de lyftynoyfe / Syre

Gautere / fyr Reynold / fyr Gyllemere were thre bretheren that

fyre launcelot wanne vpon a brydge in fyre Kayes armes
/

fir

Guyart le petyte / fyre Bellangere le beufe that was fone to

20 the good knyghte fyr Alyfander le orphelyn that was flayne

by the treafon of Kynge Marke
/ ^ Alfo that traytour kyng

flewe the noble Knyghte fyre Tryftram as he fat harpyng a-

fore his lady la Beale Ifoud with a trenchaunt glayue / for

whos deth was moche bewaylynge of euery knyghte that euer

25 were in Arthurs dayes / there was neuer none fo bewailed as

was fyre Triftram and fyr lamorak / for they were traytourf-

ly flayne / fyr Tryftram by kyng Marke / and fyr lamorak by

fyr Gawayne and his bretheren / And this fyre Bellangere

reuenged the deth of his fader Alyfander and fyr Triftram fle-

30 we Kynge Marke and la Beale Ifoud dyed fwounyng vp-

on the croffe of fyr Triftram wherof was grete pyte / And alle

that were with Kyng Marke that were confentynge to the deth

of fyr Triftram were flayne as fyre Andred and many other /

Thenne came fyr Hebes / fyr Morganore / fyr Sentrayle / Syre
35 Suppynabylis / Sire Bellangere le orgulous that the good

Knyghte fyr lamorak wanne in playne batail fyr Nerouens /

& fyr Plenorius two good kny5tes that fyr launcelot wan/
fir Darras /

fir Harre le fyfe lake / fir ermynyde broder to kyng
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Hermaunce for whomc fyre Palomydes foughte att the reed

cyte with two brethercn
/ & fyr Selyfes of the dolorous toure / fir

Edward of Orkeney / fyre Ironfyde that was called the no-

ble kny3te of the reed laundcs that fyre Gareth wanne for the

loue of dame Lyones / fyr Arrok de greuaunt / fyr Degrane fa- 5

uncc velany that foughte with the gyaunt of the black lowe
/

Syr Epynogrys that was the kynges fone of Northuberland

Sir Pelleas that loued the lady Ettard / and he had dyed
for her loue had not ben one of the ladyes of the lake

/ her na-

me was dame Nymue /
and fhe wedded fire Pelleas / and fhe lo

faued hym that he was neuer fiayne /
and he was a ful noble

knyghte / and fire Lamyel of Cardyf that was a grete louer /

Sir Playne de fors
/

fire Melleaus de lyle / fir Bohart le cure

hardy that was kynge Arthurs fone /
fir Mador de la porte / fir

Colgreuaunce / fir Heruyfe de la foreft faueage /
fir Marrok the 15

good knyghte that was bitiayed with his wyf /
for flie ma-

de hym feuen yere a werwolf / fir Perfaunt / fire Pertilope his

broder that was called the grene knyght / and fir Perymones
broder to them bothe / that was called the reed knyght / that fir

Gareth wanne whan he was called Bcaumayns / Alle thefe 20

honderd knyghtes and ten ferched fyr Vrres woundes by the

commaundement of kynge Arthur

C Capitulum yij /

^j^^ Ercy Ihefu fayd kynge Arthur where is fyr launce-

m II ^^ lot du lake that he is not here at this tyme / Thus as

^. 11%/ they ftood and fpak of many thynges /
there was afpy- 25

ed fyr launcelot that came rydyng toward them / and told the

kynge /
Pees fayd the kynge lete no maner thynge be fayd vn-

tyl he be come to vs / Soo whan fyr launcelot afpyed Kyng
Arthur

/
he defcended from his hors and came to the kynge / &

falewed hym / and them all /
Anone as the mayde fyre Vrres 30

fyfter fawe fyr launcelot
/
fhe ranne to her broder there as he lay

in his lyttar / and fayd broder here is come a knyghte that my
herte gyueth gretely vnto / Fayr fyfter fayd fyr Vrre foo dothe

my herte lyghte ageynft hym /
and certaynly I hope now to be

heled for my hert yeueth vnto hym more tha to al thefe y haue 35
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ferched me / Thenne fayd Arthur vnto fyr Launcclot ye mufte

doo as we haue done / and told fyr launcelot what they hadde

done /
and fl-iewcd hym them alle /

that had ferched hym /
Ihe-

fu defende me fayd fyr Launcelot whan foo many kynges and

5 knyghtes haue affayed and fayled /
that I fhold prefume vp-

on me to encheue that alle ye my lordes myghte not encheue /

Ye fhalle not chefe fayd kynge Arthur
/

for I will commaunde

yow for to doo as we alio haue done / My moft renoumed lord

faid fir Launcelot ye knowe wel I dar not nor may not difo-

10 beye your commaundement /
but and I myghte or durfte /

wete

yow wel I wold not take vpon me to touche that wounded

knyghte in that entente that I fhold paffe alle other knygh-

tes /
Ihefu defende me from that fliame

/
Ye take it wrong fayd

kynge Arthur / ye (hal not do it for no prefumcyon /
but for to

13 bere vs felaufliyp in foo moche ye be a felawe of the table ro-

und /
and wete yow wel fayd kynge Arthur /

and ye preua-

yle not and hele hym /
I dare fay / there is no knyghte in thys

land may hele hym /
and therfor I pray yow /

doo as we ha-

ue done /
and thenne alle the kynges and knyghtes for the

20 mooft party prayd fir Launcelot to ferche hym /
and thenne the

wounded knyghte fyr Vrre fette hym vp weykely / and praid

fir Launcelot hertely fayeng / curtois knyghte I requyre the for

goddes fake hele my woundes / for me thynketh euer fythen ye

came here / my woundes greuen me not
/
A my fayre lord fayd

25 fyr launcelot Ihefu wold that I myghte helpe yow I fhame

me fore that I fliold be thus rebuked /
for neuer was I able

in worthynes to doo fo hyghe a thynge /
Thenne fire Launcelot

kneled doune by the wounded knyghte fayenge / My lord Ar-

thur I muft doo your commaundement / the whiche is fore a-

30 geynft my herte
/
And thenne he helde vp his handes / & loked

in to the eeft / fayenge fecretely vnto hym felf /
thow bleffid fa-

der /
fone and holy ghooft I byfeche the of thy mercy / that my

fymple worfhyp and honefte be faued /
and thou bleffid Try-

nyte thow mayft yeue power to hele this feke knyghte by thy

35 grete vertu and grace of the /
but good lord neuer of my felf

And thenne fir Launcelot prayd fir Vrre to lete hym fee hys

hede /
and thenne deuoutely knelyng he ranfaked the thre wou-

des that they bled a lytyl /
and forth with alle the woundes
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fayre heled
/
and fcmed as they had ben hole a feuen yere/

And in lyke wyfe he ferched his body of other thre woundes

and they heled in lyke wyfe /
and thenne the laft of alle he fer-

ched the whiche was in his hand
/
and anone it heled fayre /

^ Thenne kyng Arthur and alle the kynges and knyghtes 5

kneled doune and gaf thankynges and louynges vnto god
and to his bleffid moder / And euer fyre Launcelot vvepte as

he had ben a child that had ben beten /
Thenne kynge Arthur

lete araye preeftes and clerkes in the mooft deuouteft nianere

to brynge in fir Vrre within Carleil with fyngynge and lo- 10

uynge to god /
And when this was done / the kyng lete clothe

hym in the rycheft maner that coude be thoughte / and thenne

were there but fewe better made knyghtes in alle the courte
/

for

he was paffyngly wel made and bygly / and Arthur afked

fyr Vrre how he felte hym felf
/ My good lord he fayd I felt 15

my felf neuer foo lufty / wylle ye lufte and doo dedes of armes

fayd kyng Arthur
/

Sir fayd Vrre and I had all that lon-

ged vnto luftes I wold be foone redy /

C Capitulum yiij

^^KK0 Henne Arthur made a party of honderd knyghtes to

/ 1 be ageynfte an honderd knyghtes /
and foo vpon the 20

^^J^ morne they lufted for a dyamond / but there lufted no-

ne of the daungerous knyghtes / & foo for to fliorten thys tale

fyr Vrre & fir Lauayn lufted beft that day / for there was no-

ne of hem but he ouerthrewe & pulled doun thyrtty knyghtes/

& thenne by the affente of alle the kynges & lordes fyre Vrre 25

& fir Lauayn were made knyghtes of the table round
/
& fir la-

uayn cafte his loue vnto dame Felelolle fire Vrres fyfter / &

thene they were wedded to gyder with grete loye / & kyng Ar-

thur gaf to eueryche of hem a Barony of landes / and this fire

Vrre wold neuer goo from fire Launcelot /
but he & fir Laua- 30

yn awayted euermore vpon hym /
& they were in all the courte

acounted for good knyghtes / & full defyrous in armes /
& ma-

ny noble dedes they dyd /
for they wold haue no refte / but euer

foughte aduentures
/
thus they lyued in all that courte wyth

grete nobleffe & loye long tyme / But euery nyghte & day fire 35
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Agrauaync / fyr Gawayns broder awayted Quene Gucneuer

and fir Launcelot dii lake to putte them to a rebuke & fliame

And foo I leue here of this tale and ouer hyp grete bookes of

fir Launcelot du lake
/
what grete aduentures he dyd whan he

5 was called le cheualer du charyot /
For as the Frenfflie booke

fayth by caufe of defpyte that kny5tes and ladyes called hym
the knyghte that rode in the charyot lyke as he were luged

to the galhous /
Therfor in defpyte of all them that named hym

foo / he was caryed in a charyot a twelue moneth /
for but lityl

10 after that he had flayne fir Mellyagraunce in the quenes qua-

rel / he neuer in a twelue moneth came on horfbak / And as the

Frenfflie book fayth /
he dyd that twelue moneth more than xl

batails /
And by caufe I hauc loft the very mater of la cheua-

ler du charyot /
I departe from the tale of fir Launcelot / & here

15 I goo vnto the morte of kynge Arthur / and that caufed fyre

Agrauayne

C leyplicit lil?cr yiy/

f[ Bnb bcrc after folowetb tbe mooft p^nous biftor^ or tbe

inortc of fipnoe Brtbur / tbe wbicbe is tbe u booh
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C Capitulum primum

N May whan euery lufty herte floryffheth and

burgeneth /
For as the feafon is lufty to beholde

and comfortable / Soo man and woman reioy-

cen and gladen of fomer comynge with hys

freffhe floures / for wynter with his rouj wyndes 5

and blaftes caufeth a lufty man and woman to coure / and

fytte faft by the fyre / So in this feafon as in the monethe of

May it byfelle a grete angre and vnhap / that ftynted not til

the floure of chyualry of alle the world was deftroyed & fla-

yn / and alle was long vpon two vnhappy knyghtes the whi- 10

che were named Agrauayne and fire Mordred that were bre-

theren vnto fir Gawayne /
for this fir Agrauayne and fir mor-

dred had euer a preuy hate vnto the Quene dame Gueneuer

and to fyr launcelot /
and dayly and nyghtly they euer wat-

ched vpon fir Launcelot / Soo it myfhapped fyr Gawayne and 15

alle his bretheren were in kynge Arthurs chamber / and then-

ne fir Agrauayne fayd thus openly and not in no counceylle

that many knyghtes myghte here it / I merueylle that we alle

be not afliamed bothe to fee and to knowe how fire Launcelot

lyeth dayly and nyghtly by the quene /
and al we knowe it fo 20

and it is fhamefully fuffred of vs alle that we alle fhold fuf-

fre foo noble a kyng as kynge Arthur is foo to be fhamed /

tfl Thenne fpak fir Gawayne and fayd /
broder fir Agrauayn

I pray yow and charge yow meue no fuche maters no more

afore me /
for wete ye wel fayd fyr Gawayne I wylle not be 25

of your counceylle / Soo god me help fayd fir Gaherys and

fir Gareth we wylle not be knowynge broder Agrauayne of

your dedes / Thenne wylle I fayd fyre Mordred I leue well

that fayd fyre Gawayne /
for euer vnto alle vnhappynes broder

fyr Mordred there to wille ye graunte / and I wold that ye 3°

lefte alle this
/
and made you not foo befy / for I knowe fayd

fyr Gawayne what wylle falle of hit / Falle of hit what falle

may fayd fyr Agrauayne /
I wille difclofe it to the kyng /

Not by my counceylle fayd fyr Gawayne / for and there ryfe

warre and wrake betwyx fyr launcelot and vs / wete you wel 35

broder there will many kynges and grete lordes hold with fyr
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Launcelot / Alfo broder fir Agrauayne fayd fire Gawayne ye

muft rcmembre how oftymcs fyr Launcelot hath refcowed the

kynge and the quene / and the beft of vs all had ben ful co-

ld at the herte rote
/
had not fir launcelot ben better than we /

5 And that hath he preued hym felf ful ofte /
And as for my

parte fayd fir Gawayne I wylle neuer be ageynft fir launce-

lot for one dayes dede whan he refcowed me from kynge Cara-

dos of the dolorous toure /
and flewe hym and faued my lyf/

Alfo broder fir Agrauayne and fir mordred in lyke wyfe fir

10 Launcelot refcowed yow bothe and thre fcore and two from

fir Turquyn / Me thynketh broder fuche kynde dedes and kynde-

nes fliold be remembryd /
doo as ye lyft fayd fyr Agrauayne

for I wylle layne it no lenger / ^ With thefe wordes came to

them kynge Arthur
/
Now broder ftynte your noyfe fayd fyre

15 Gawayne / we wylle not fayd fyr Agrauayne and fir Mor-

dred
/ wylle ye foo fayd fir Gawayne /

thenne god fpede yow

for I wil not here your tales ne be of your counceyll / no mo-

re wyll I fayd fir Gareth and fir Gaherys / for we wyl neuer

faye euylle by that man / for by caufe fayd fyre Gareth fyr la-

20 uncelot made me knyghte by no manere owe I to fay ylle of

hym /
and there with al they thre departed makynge grete do-

le / Alias fayd fyr Gawayn and fir Gareth now is this Re-

alme holy mefcheued / and the noble felaufhyp of the round

table fhalle be difparplyd / foo they departed

m
C Capitulum \\

25 l-^-l ^d thenne fir Arthur afked hem what noyfe they ma-

de / my lord fayd Agrauayye I flial telle yow that I

may kepe noo lenger / here is I and my broder fyre Mordred

brake vnto my broder fyr Gawayne / fyr Gaherys /
and to fyre

Gareth /
how this we knowe alle that fyr Launcelot holdeth yo-

30 ur quene and hath done longe /
and we be your fyfter fones

/ &

we may fuffre it no lenger / and alle we wote that ye fhold be

aboue fyr launcelot / and ye are the kynge that made hym kny-

ghte /
and therfor we wille preue hit that he is a traytoure to

your perfone / yf hit be foo fayd fyr Arthur wete yow wel he

35 is none other /
but I wold be lothe to begynne fuche a thynge
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but I myght haue preues vpon hit /
for fir launcelot is an har-

dy knyghte /
and alle ye knowe /

he is the befl knyghte among
vs alle //

and but yf he be taken with the dede /
he wylle fyghte

with hym that bryngeth vp the noyfe /
and I knowe no kny3t

that is able to matche hym /
Therfore and it be fothe as ye faye 5

I wold he were taken with the dede
/

For as the Frenfflie bo-

ok fayth the kynge was ful lothe therto that ony noyfe fliold

be vpon fyr launcelot and his queue / for the kynge had a de-

mynge /
but he wold not here of hit / for fyr launcelot had done

foo moche for hym and the queue foo many tymes that wete ye 10

wel the kynge loued hym paffyngly wel
/ My lord fayd fyre

Agrauayne ye fhal ryde to morne on huntynge /
and doubte ye

not fyr launcelot wille not goo with yow /
Thenne whan it dra-

weth toward nyghte / ye may fende the quene word that ye wil

lye cute alle that nyghte /
and foo may ye fende for your cokes 15

and thenne vpon payne of dcth we flialle take hym that nyght

with the quene / and outher we flial brynge hym to yow dede

or quyck /
I wille wel fayd the kynge / thenne I counceylle

yow fayd the kynge take with yow fare felaufhip / fyre fayd

Agrauayne my broder fir Mordred and I wil take with vs 20

twelue knyghtes of the round table
/
Beware fayd kyng ar-

thur
/

for I warne yow ye flialle fynde hym wyghte / lete vs

dele fayd fir Agrauayne and fir Mordred
/ Soo on the morn

kynge Arthur rode on huntynge /
and fente word to the quene

that he wold be oute alle that nyghte /
Thenne fir Agrauayne 25

and fire Mordred gate to them twelue knyghtes / and dyd

them felf in a chamber in the Caftel of Carleyl /
and thefe we-

re their names / fyr Colgrcuaunce / fyr Mador de la porte / fyre

Gyngalyne / fyr Melyot de Logrys / fyre Petypafe of wynchel-

fee
/ fyr Galleron of Galway / fyr Melyon of the montayne /

fir 30

Aftamore / fyre Gromore fomyr loure / fyr Curfelayne / fyr Flo-

rence
/ fyr Louel / So thefe twelue knyghtes were with fir mor-

dred and fir Agrauayne /
and al they were of Scotland ou-

ther of fyr Gawayns kynne /
outher wel willers to his brethe-

ren /
Soo whan the nyghte came fir Launcelot told fyre Bors 35

how he wold goo that nyghte and fpeke with the quene /

Sir fayd fir Bors ye fhal not go this nyghte by my couceil

Why fayd fir launcelot / Sir fayd fir Bors I drede me euer of
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fir Agrauayn that waytcth yow dayly to do yow fhame and

vs al / and neuer gaf my hcrtc ageynfl: no goynge that euer

ye wente to the Quene foo moche as now / for I myflrufl: that

the kynge is oute this nyghte from the quene by caufe perauen-
5 tur he hath iayne fomme watche for yow and the Quene /

and

therfor I dredc me fore of treafon / Haue ye no drede fayd fyr

Launcelot / for I fliallc goo and come ageyne and make noo

taryenge / Sir faid fir Bors that me repenteth / for I drede me
fore that your goynge oute thys nyghte flialle wrathe vs alle

lo Fair neuewe fayd fire launcelot I merucylle moche why ye

faye thus fythen the quene hath fente for me / and wete ye wel

I wille not be foo moche a coward / but fhe flialle vnderflande

I wille fee her good grace / God fpede yow wel fayd fir bors

and fend yow found and fauf ageyne

s
C Capitulum iij /

15 ^^^^ Oo fir Launcelot departed and took his fwerd vnder

his arme / and foo in his mantel that noble knyghte

putte hym felf in grete leopardy / and foo he part tyl he

came to the quenes chamber / and thenne fir launcelot was ly}-

tely putte in to the chamber / And thenne as the Frenffhe book

20 fayth the quene and Launcelot were to gyders / And whether

they were a bedde or at other maner of difportes /
me lyft not

herof make no mencyon / for loue that tyme was not as is now

adayes / ^ But thus as they were to gyder /
there came

fir Agrauayne and fyre Mordred with twelue kny3tes with

'5 them of the round table / and they fayd with cryenge voys /

Traytour knyghte fyr launcelot du lake now arte thou taken

And thus they cryed with a loude voys that alle the Courte

myghte here hit / and they all xiiij were armed at al poyntes

as they fhold fyghte in a bataille /
Alias fayd quene Guene-

30 uer now are we mefcheued bothe
/
Madame fayd fir Launcelot

is there here ony armour within your chambre that I myght co-

uer my poure body with al
/
And yf there be ony gyue hit me /

and I (halle foone ftynte their malyce by the grace of god

Truly fayd the quene I haue none armour fheld fwerd nor
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fpere / wherfore I drede me fore / our longe loue is come to a my-
fchcuous ende / for I here by theire noyfe there ben many noble

knyghtes / and wel I wote they ben furely armed / ageynfte

them ye may make no refyftence / wherfore ye are lykely to be

llayne / and thenne fhalle I be brente / For and ye myghte ef- 5

cape them faid the quene / I wold not doubte but that ye wo-

ld refcowe me in what daunger that euer I ftoode in
/

Alias

fayd fyr Launcelot in alle my lyf thus was I neuer befladde

that I fliold be thus fhamefully flayne for lack of myn ar-

mour / But euer in one fir Agrauayne and fir Mordred cry- 10

ed Traytour knyghte come oute of the Queues chamber / for

wete thow wel thou arte foo befette that thow fhalte not efca-

pe / O Ihefu mercy fayd fir Launcelot this fhameful crye and

noyfe I may not fuffre / for better were deth at ones than thus

to endure this payne /
thenne he took the quene in his armes / 15

and kyfte her / and fayd mooft noble cryften Quene I byfe-

che yow as ye haue ben euer my fpecyal good lady /
and I at

al tymes your true poure knyghte vnto my power /
and as I

neuer fayled yow in ryghte nor in wrong fythen the fyrft day

kynge Arthur made me knyghte that ye wylle praye for my 20

foule
/ yf that I here be flayne / for wel I am affured that fir

Bors myn neuewe and all the remenaunt of my kynne with

fyr Lauayne and fyr Vrre that they wylle not fayle yow to

refcowe yow from the fyre / and therfor myn owne lady recom-

forte your felf what fomeuer come of me that ye go with fire 25

Bors my neuew and fir Vrre /
and they all wylle doo yow

alle the pleafyr that they can or may /
that ye fhall iyue lyke a

Quene vpon my landes / Nay launcelot fayd the Quene / we-

te thow wel /
I wyll neuer Iyue after thy dayes / but and thou

be fiayne I wyl take my deth as mekely for Ihefus Cryftus 3°

fake
/
as euer dyd ony cryften Quene / wel madame fayd lau-

celot / fythe hit is foo that the day is come that oure loue mufte

departe / wete yow wel I fhalle felle my lyf as dere as I maye
and a thoufand fold fayd fyr Launcelot I am more heuyer

for yow than for my felf / And now I had leuer than to be 35

lord of al cryflendome that I had fure armour vpon me / that

men myghte fpeke of my dedes or euer I were flayne /
Tru-

ly fayd the Quene I wold and it myghte pleafe god / that
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they wold take me and flee me / and fuffer yow to efcape /

That dial neucr be fayd fir launcclot / god defende me from fu-

che a fliame / but Ihefu be thou my flield and myn armour /

C Capitulum iiij

Nd there with fyr Launcclot wrapped his mantel a-

5 /^^^boute his arme wel and furely / and by thenne they

had geten a grete fourme oute of the halle / and there with all

they rafflied at the dore
/

Fair lordes fayd fyre Launcclot leue

your noyfe and your raffyng / and I flialle fette open this do-

re / and thenne may ye doo with me what it lyketh yow /
Come

10 of thenne fayd they alle / and do hit
/

for hit auayleth the not

to ftryue ageynft vs alle / and therfor lete vs in to this cham-

ber / and we flialle faue thy lyf vntyl thow come to kyng Ar-

thur / Thenne launcelot vnbarred the dore / and with his lyfte

hand he held it open a lytel / fo that but one man myghte co-

15 me in attones / and foo there came fl:rydyng a good knyghte
a moche man and large / and his name was Colgreuaunce /

of Gore / and he with a fwerd flirake at fyr launcelot my3tely
and he put afyde the ftroke / and gaf hym fuche a buffett vpon
the helmet / that he felle grouelynge dede within the chamber do-

20 re / and thenne fyre Launcelot with grete myghte drewe that

dede knyght within the chamber dore / and fyr Launcelot with

helpe of the Ouene and her ladyes was lyghtely armed in

fyr Colgreuaunce armour / and euer ftode fir Agrauayn and

fir Mordred cryenge traytoure knyghte come oute of the que-

25 nes chamber / leue your noyfe fayd fyr launcelot vnto fir Agra-

uayne / For wete yow wel fir Agrauayne ye fliall not pryfo-

ne me this nyghte and therfor and ye doo by my counceylle /

goo ye alle from this chamber dore and make not fuche cryeng
and fuche maner of flvlaunder as ye doo / for I promyfe you by

30 my knyghthode and ye wil departe and make no more noyfe /

I flial as to morne appiere afore yow alle before the kyng / and

thenne lete it be fene whiche of yow all outher els ye all that

wille accufe me of treafon / and there I flial anfuer yow as a

knyghte fliold that hydder I cam to the quene for no maner of

35 male engyne /
and that wyl I preue and make hit good vpon
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yow with my handes / Fy on the traytour fayd fir Agrauayn
and fir Mordred / we wylle haue the maulgre thy hede / and

flee the yf we lyfte / for we lete the wete we haue the choyfe of

kynge Arthur to faue the or to flee the / A firs fayd fir laun-

celot / is there none other grace with you / thenne kepe your felf s

Soo thenne fir Launcelot fet al open the chamber dore / and my-
ghtely and knyghtely he ftrode in amongeft them / and anone

at the fyrft buffet he flewe fir Agrauayne and twelue of his

felawes after within a lytel whyle after he layd hem cold to

the erthe / for there was none of the twelue that myghte flan- lo

de fir launcelot one buffet / ^ Alfo fyr Launcelot wounded fyr

Mordred and he fledde with alle his myghte / And thenne

fyre launcelot retorned ageyne vnto the Ouene and fayd ma-

dame
/ now wete yow wel all oure true loue is brought to an

ende
/ for now wille kynge Arthur euer be my foo / and ther- 15

fore madame and it lyke yow that I maye haue you wyth
me / I fhalle faue yow from alle manere aduentures daunge-
rous / that is not beft fayd the quene / me femeth now ye haue

done foo moche harme / it wylle be beft ye hold yow flylle with

this / And yf ye fee that as to morne they wylle put me vnto 20

the dethe / thenne may ye refcowe me as ye thynke beft / I wyll

wel fayd fir launcelot / for haue ye no doubte whyle I am ly-

uynge / I fhalle refcowe yow / and thenne he kyfte her / & eythcr

gaf other a rynge /
and foo there he lefte the quene / and went

vntyl his lodgynge fj CapitUlUm (SiUintUm / 25

MHan
fyre Bors fawe fyr launcelot / he was neuer foo

gladde of his home comynge as he was thenne / Ihefu

mercy fayd fyr Launcelot why be ye all armed what

meaneth this / Sir fayd fir Bors after ye were departed from

vs / we alle that ben of youre blood and youre wel wyllers 30

were foo dretched that fomme of vs lepte oute of oure beddes

naked / & fome in their dremes caughte naked fwerdes in their

handes / therfor faid fir Bors we deme / there is fome grete ftryf

at hand / & thene we all demed that ye were betrapped with fom

treafon / & therfor we made vs thus redy what nede that euer 35

ye were in / My fayre neuewe fayd fir launcelot vnto fir bors

now fhal ye wete al that this ny3t I was more harder beftad

wan euer I was in my lyf & yet I efcaped / And fo he told
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hem alle how and in what maner as ye haue herd to fore
/

And therfore my felawes faid fir Launcelot I pray yow all

that ye wylle be of good herte in what nede fomeuer I ftande

for now is warre come to vs alle / Sir fayd fir Bors alle is

S welcome that god fendeth vs / and we haue had moche wele

with yow and moche worfhyp / and therfor we wille take the

wo with yow as we haue taken the wele / And therfore they

fayd alle there were many good knyghtes / loke ye take no dif-

comforte /
for there nys no bandys of knyghtes vnder heuen /

10 but we fhalle be able to greue them as moche as they maye vs

And therfor difcomforte not your felf by no maner / and we

fhalle gadre to gyders that we loue / and that loueth vs / &
what that ye wil haue done fhalle be done /

And therfor fyr Launcelot fayd they we wil take the woo

JS with the wele / Graunt mercy fayd fir Launcelot of your go-

od comforte /
for in my grete diftreffe my fayr neuewe ye com-

forte me gretely / and moche I am beholdyng vnto yow
But thys my fayre neuewe I wold that ye dyd in al hafte

that ye may or it be forth dayes that ye wille loke in their lod-

20 gynge that ben lodged here nyghe aboute the kynge which wyll

hold with me and whyche wylle not
/

for now I wolde kno-

we whiche were my frendes fro my foes

Sir faid fyr Bors I fhalle doo my payne /
and or it be feuen

of the clok I fhalle wete of fuche as ye haue fayd before who

25 wil holde with yow

^ Thenne fire Bors called vnto hym fire Lyonel / fyr E£lor

de marys / fir Blamor de ganys / fir Bleoberys de ganys / fyre

Gahalantyne / fyr Galyhodyn /
fir Galyhud / Sir menadeuke/

fir Vyllyers the valyaunt / fir Hebes le renoumes / fir lauayne

30 fyr Vrre of Hongry / fir Nerouneus / fire Plenorius / ^ Thefe

two knyghtes fire launcelot made / and the one he wanne vp-

on a a brydge / and therfor they wold neuer be ageynfl hym/
And Harre le fyfe du lake and fyre Selyfes of the doloro-

us Toure /
and fir Melyas de lyle /

and fire Bellangere le

35 beufe that was fyr Alyfanders fone le orphelyn / by caufe hys

moder Alys la Beale pelleryn and flie was kynne vnto fir

Launcelot /
and he held with hym /

^ Soo there came fyre Palomydes and fir Safyr his broder
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to hold with fyr launcelot
/
And fyre Clegys of Sadok and

fyr Dynas / fyr Claryus of Cleremont / So thefe two & twen-

ty knyghtes drewe hem to gyders / and by thenne they were ar-

med on horfbak / and promyfed fir Launcelot to doo what he

wold / ^ Thenne there felle to them what of Northwalys and 5

of Cornewaile for fir Lamoraks fake and for fire Triftrams

fake to the nombre of a four fcore knyghtes

^ My lordes fayd fyre Launcelot wete yow wel /
I haue ben

euer fyns I came in to this Countrey wel wylled vnto my
lord kynge Arthur /

and vnto my lady Ouene Gueneuer vn- 10

to my power /
and this nyghte by caufe my lady the queue fe-

nte for me to fpeke with her /
I fuppofe it was made by treafon

how be hit /
I dare largely excufe her perfone / not withftand-

ynge I was ther by a fore caft nere fiayne / but as Ihefu pro-

uyded me I efcaped alle theyir malyce and treafon / '5

^ And thenne that noble knyght fire Launcelot told hem al

how he was hard beflad in the quenes chamber /
and how and

in what manere he efcaped from them / And therfore fayd fir

Launcelot wete yow wel my fayre lordes I am fure ther nys

but werre vnto me and myn / And for by caufe I haue fla- 20

yn this nyghte thefe knyghtes I wote wel as is fire Agra-

uayne fyr Gawayns broder / and at the lefte twelue of his

felawes / for this caufe now I am fure of mortal warre / for

thefe knyghtes were fente and ordeyned by kynge Arthur to

bitraye me
/
And therfore the kynge wylle in his hete & ma- =5

lyce luge the quene to the fyre / and that maye I not fuffre

that file fliold be brente for my fake /
for and I may be herd

and fufferd and foo taken /
I wyll fyghte for the Ouene that

fhe is a true lady vnto her lord /
but the kynge in his hete I

drede me wylle not take me as I oughte to be taken j°

C Capititlum vj

^^a^ Y lord fyre Launcelot fayd fir Bors by myn aduys

^^^ ye fhallc take the wo with the wcle
/
and take hit in

^^ 11%/ pacyence /
and thanke god of hit / ^ And fythen
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hit is fallen as hit is / I counceylle yow to kepe youre felf /
for

and ye wylle your felf /
ther is no felaufliyp of knyghtes cry-

flened that flialle do you wrong /
Alfo I wyll counceyll yow

my lord fyr Launcelot / that and my lady quene Gueneuer be

5 in diftreffe /
in foo moche as fhe is in payne for your fake that

ye knyghtly refcowe her / and ye dyd other wayes / al the world

wylle fpeke of yow fhame to the worldes ende /
in fo moche as

ye were taken with her
/
whether ye dyd ryghte or wrong /

It is now your parte to holde with the quene that fhe be not

10 flayne and put to a mefcheuous dethe /
for and fhe foo dye /

the

fhame flialle be yours /
Ihefu defende me from fhame fayd fyre

Launcelot and kepe and faue my lady the quene from vylony

and fliameful deth
/
and that flie neuer be deftroyed in my de-

faute
/
wherfore my fayre lordes my kynne and my frendes fa-

15 yd fir Launcelot what wylle ye doo /
Thenne they fayd all we

wille doo as ye wylle doo /
I putte this to yow fayd fir laun-

celot that yf my lord Arthur by euyll counceyll wyll to morn

in his hete putte my lady the Quene to the fyre there to be

brente
/
Now I praye yow counceylle me what is befl to doo /

20 Thenne they fayd alle at ones with one voys / Syre vs thyn-

keth beft that ye knyghtly refcowe the quene in foo moche as

flie fhal be brente /
it is for youre fake /

and it is to fuppofe and

ye myghte be handelyd ye fhold haue the fame dethe or a mo-

re fhamefuUer dethe
/
and fyre we fay al that ye haue many

25 tymes refcowed her from dethe
/

for other mens quarels / vs fe-

meth it is more youre worfliyp that ye refcowe the quene from

this perylle / in foo moche fhe hath it for your fake

^ Thenne fir launcelot flood ftyl and fayd / my fayre lordes

wete yow wel I wold be lothe to doo that thynge that fhold

30 difhonoure yow or my blood / and wete yow wel I wold

be lothe that my lady the quene fliold dye a fhameful dethe
/

but and hit be foo that ye wylle counceylle me to refcowe her /

I mufle doo moche harme or I refcowe her /
and peraduen-

ture I fhal there deflroye fomme of my beft frendes /
that fhold

35 moche repente me
/
and peraduenture there be fomme /

and they

coude wel brynge it aboute /
or difobeye my lord kynge Arth-

ur they wold foone come to me /
the whiche I were loth to hur-

te / & yf fo be
J?'

I refcowe her where flial I kepe her
/
that flial be
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be the lefte care of vs alle fayd fir Bors / how dyd the noble

knyghte fire Triftram by your good wylle kepte not he \vyth

hym la beale Ifoud nere thre yere in loyous gard /
the which

was done by your cithers deuyfe / and that fame place is your
owne / and in lyke wyfe may ye doo and ye lyft / and take the 5

Ouene lyghtely away / yf it foo be the kynge wylle luge her

to be brente / and in loyous gard ye may kepe her longe yno-

ugh vntyl the hete of the kynge be paft /

And thenne flialle ye br>'nge ageyne the quene to the kynge
with grete worfhyp / and thenne peraduenture ye flialle haue 'o

thanke for her bryngynge home and loue and thanke where o-

ther fhalle haue maugre / That is hard to doo fayd fir launce-

lot / for by fir Triftram I maye haue a warnynge / for whanne

by meanes of treatyce fyr Triftram brought ageyne la Bea-

le Ifoud vnto kynge Mark from loyous gard loke what be- '5

felle on the ende
/
how fliamefully that fals traitour kyng ma-

rke flewe hyrn / as he fat harpynge afore his lady la beale I-

foud / With a groundyn glayue he threft hym in behynde to the

herte / hit greueth me faid fir launcelot to fpeke of his dethe /

for alle the world may not fynde fuche a knyghte / Alle thys 20

is trouthe fayd fyre Bors / but there is one thynge fhalle cou-

rage yow and vs alle
/ ye knowe wel Kynge Arthur & kyng

marke were neuer lyke of condycyons / for there was neuer

yet man coude preue kynge Arthur vntrewe of his promyfe /

Soo to make fliort tale they were alle confented that for bet- 25

ter outher for worfe / yf foo were that the quene were on that

morne broughte to the fyre / fliortly they al wold refcowe her /

And foo by the aduyfe of fyr launcelot they putte hem all in

an enbuffliement in a woode as nyghe Carleil as they myght
And there they abode ftylle to wete what the Kynge wold do

/ 30

C Capitulum vij

mOw
tome we ageyne vnto fyre Mordred / that whan

he was efcaped from the noble knyghte fire Launcelot

he anone gat his hors and mounted vpon hym / and

rode vnto Kynge Arthur
/ fore wounded and fmyten / and alle
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forblecl
/ and there he told the kynge alle how hit was

/ and

how they were alle flayne fauf hym felf al only / Ihefu mercy
how maye this be faid the Kynge / toke ye hym in the quenes
chamber / Ye foo god me helpe fayd fir Mordred there we fon-

5 de hym vnarmed
/ and there he flewe Colgreuaunce & armed

hym in his armour / and alle this he told the kynge from the

begynnynge to the endynge

^ Ihefu mercy fayd the kynge he is a merueyllous knyghte
of proweffe /

Alias me fore repenteth fayd the Kynge that euer

10 fyr launcelot fhold be ageynft me / Now I am fure the noble

felaufliyp of the round table is broken for euer
/ for with hym

wille many a noble knyghte holde
/ and now it is fallen foo/

fayd the Kyng / that I may not with my worfliyp / but the que-
ne muft fuffer the dethe

/ Soo thenne there was made grete or-

is dynaunce in this hete / that the quene muft be luged to the deth

And the lawe was fuche in tho dayes that what fomeuer they
were

/
of what eftate or degree / yf they were fonde gylty of tre-

fon
/ there fhold be none other remedy but dethe / and outher the

men or the takynge with the dede fhold be caufer of their hafty
20 lugement /

and ryghte foo was it ordeyned for quene guene-
uer / by caufe fir Mordred was efcaped fore wounded / and the

dethe of thyrtten knyghtes of the round table / thefe preues &
experyences caufed kyng Arthur to commaunde the quene to

the fyre there to be brente
/ Thenne fpake fir gawayn and fayd

25 my lord Arthur I wold counceylle yow not to be ouer hafty /
but that ye wold putte it in refpyte this lugement of my la-

dy the quene for many caufes / ^ One it is though it were fo

that fir Launcelot were fonde in the quenes chamber / yet it my-
ghte be foo that he came thyder for none euylle / for ye knowe

30 my lord faid fyr gawayne that the quene is moche beholden vn-

to fyr launcelot more than vnto ony other Knyghte / for ofty-

me he hath faued her lyf / and done batail for her whan al the

Courte refufed the quene / and parauenture flie fente for hym
for goodenes and for none euyl to rewarde hym for his good

35 dedes that he had done to her in tymes pall; / And peraduenture

my lady the quene fente for hym to that entente that fyr Laun-
celot fliold come to her good grace pryuely and fecretely / we-

nynge to her that hit was beft fo to do in efchewyng & dredyng
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of flkaunder /
for oftymes we doo many thynges that we wa-

ne it be for the befl / & yet peraduenture hit torneth to the werft/

For I dare fay fayd fyre Gavvayne my lady your Ouene is

to yow bothe good and true / And as for fir Launcelot fayd

fir Gawayne I dare faye he wylle make hit good vpon ony 5

knyghte lyuyng that wylle putte vpon hym felf vylony or fha-

me / and in lyke wyfe he wylle make good for my lady dame
Gueneuer / that I byleue wel faid kyng Arthur / but I wil not

that way with fir Launcelot for he trufteth foo moche vpon his

handes and his myghte that he doubteth no man / and therfore 10

for my Queue he fhalle neuer fyghte more
/

for fhc fliall haue

the lawe / And yf I maye gete fir Launcelot wete you well

he flial haue a fhameful dethe
/ Ihefu defende fayd fir Gawayn

that I may neuer fee it / why faye ye foo fayd kynge Arthur/
For foth ye haue no caufe to loue fir Launcelot / for this nyghte 15

lafh paft he flewe your brodcr fir Agrauayne a ful good kny-

ghte / & al mooft he had flayne your other broder fir mordred

And alfo there he flewe thyrtten noble knyghtes / and alfo fir

Gawayne remembre ye he flewe two fones of yours fire Flo-

rence and fir Louel
/ my lord fayd fir Gawayne of alle thys 20

I haue knouleche of whos dethes I repente me fore / but in fo

moche I gaf hem warnynge / and told my bretheren and my
fones afore hand what wold falle in the ende / in foo moche

/

they wold not doo by my counceyll I wyl not medle me ther-

of nor reuenge me no thynge of their dethes / for I told hem it 25

was no bote to flryue wyth fir launcelot / how be it I am fory

of the dcth of my bretheren & of my fones
/

for they are the cau-

fers of theyre owne dethe / For oftymes I warned my bro-

der fir Agrauayne / and I told hym the peryls the which ben

now fallen 30

C Capitulum viij

/^^i^ Henne fayd the noble Kynge Arthur to fyre Gawa-

M 1 yne /
dere neuewe I pray yow make yow redy in your

^^j^ beft armoure with youre bretheren fyre Gaherys and

fyre Gareth to brynge my Ouene to the fyre there to haue her

lugement and receyue the dethe ^ Nay my moolt noble 35
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lord fayd fir Gawayne that wyllc I neuer doo
/

for vvete yow
wel /

I wylle neuer be in that place where foo noble a Quene
as is my lady dame Gueneucr fliallc take a fliameful ende /

For wete yow wel fayd fire Gawayne my hcrte wylle neuer

5 ferue me to fee her dye / and it (hallc neuer be fayd that euer

I was of youre counceylle of her dethe / Thenne fayd the kyng

to fyr Gawayne /
fuffer your broder fyr Gaherys and fyr Ga-

reth to be there / my lord fayd fire Gawayne wete yow wel /

they wille be lothe to be there prefent by caufe of many aduen-

10 tures the whiche ben lyke there to falle / but they are yonge &
ful vnable to faye yow nay /

Thenne fpak fire Gaherys & the

good knyghte fire Gareth vnto fyre Arthur / fyre ye may wel

commaunde vs to be there /
but wete yow wel it fhalle be fore a-

geynft oure wylle /
but and we be there by youre ftrayte com-

15 maundement / ye fliall playnly hold vs there excufed / we wyl

be there in peafyble wyfe and bere none harneis of warre vpon

vs / In the name of god fayd the kynge thenne make you re-

dy / for file fhalle foone haue her lugement anone / Alias fayd

fyr Gawayne that euer I fliold endure to fee this woful da-

20 ye /
Soo fir Gawayne torned hym / and wepte hertely / and fo

he wente in to his chamber and thene the quene was led forth

withoute Carleil /
and there flie was defpoylled in to her fmok

And foo thenne her ghooftly fader was broughte to her to be

fliryuen of her myfdedes /
Thenne was there wepynge & way-

25 lynge and wryngynge of handes of many lordes and ladyes /

But there were but fewe in comparyfon that wold bere ony

armour for to ftrengthe the dethe of the quene /
Thenne was ther

one that fire Launcelot had fente vnto that place for to afpye

what tyme the quene fliold goo vnto her dethe / And anone as

30 he fawe the quene defpoylled in to her fmok / and foo fhryuen /

thenne he gaf fir launcelot warnynge /
thenne was there but

fporynge and pluckynge vp of horfes / and ryghte fo they cam

to the fyre /
And who that flood ageynfle them there were they

flayne / there myghte none withftande fir Launcelot / fo all that

35 bare armes and withftoode hem there were they flayne ful ma-

ny a noble knyghte /
For there was flayne fir Bellyas le or-

gulous /
Sir Segwarydes /

Sir Gryflet /
fir Brandyles / fyre
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fire Gyllymer / fyr Reynolds iij

bretheren / fyr Damas / fyr Pyramus / fyr Kay the ftraunger/

fir Dryaunt /
fir Lambegus / fyr Hermynde / fyr Pertylope / fyre

Perymones two bretheren that were called the grene knyght

and the reed knyghte /
And foo in this raffynge and hurlyng 5

as fyre Launcelot thrange here and there / it myhapped hym to

flee Gaherys and fyr Gareth the noble knyghte / for they we-

re vnarmed and vnware /
For as the Frenfllie booke fayth/

fyr Launcelot fmote fyr Gareth and fyr Gaherys vpon the br-

ayne pannes where thorou they were flayne in the felde how be 10

hit in veray trouthe fyr launcelot fawe hem not
/
and foo we-

re they fonde dede amonge the thyckeft of the prees / ^ Thenne

whan fyr launcelot had thus done and flayne /
and putte to

flyghte alle that wold withftande hym / Thenne he rode ftrey-

ghte vnto dame Gueneuer and maade a kyrtyl and a gowne 15

to be caft vpon her / and thenne he made her to be fctte behynde

hym / and prayd her to be of good chere
/
wete yow wel

/
the

Ouene was gladde that flie was efcaped from the dethe / And

thenne flie thanked god and fir Launcelot / and foo he rode his

way with the Quene as the Frenfflie book faith vnto loyous 20

gard /
and there he kepte her as a noble knyghte fhold doo / &

many grete lordes and fomme kynges fent fyr Launcelot ma-

ny good knyghtes /
and many noble knyghtes drewe vnto fir

Launcelot / ^ whan this was knowen openly that kyng Ar-

thur and fire launcelot were at debate / many knyghtes were 25

gladde of their debate /
and many were ful heuy of their debate

C Capitulum iy

SOo
tome we ageyne vnto kynge Arthur that whan

it was told hym /
how and in what maner of wyfe the

quene was taken awey from the fyre / And whan he herd of

the deth of his noble knyghtes /
and in efpecyal of fyr gaheris

and fir Gareths deth / thenne the kyng fwouned for pure forou

And whan he awoke of his fwoun /
thenne he fayd ^ Alias

that euer I bare croun vpon my hede /
For now haue I lofle

the fayrefl; felaufliyp of noble knyghtes that euer helde cryfl;en
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kyngc to gyders / Alias my good knyghtes ben flayne aweyc
from me

/ now within thefe two dayes I haue loft xl kny5tes /

& alfo the noble felauftiyp of fyr laucelot and his blood / for

now I may neuer hold hem to gyders no more with my wor-

5 fliyp / Alias that euer this werre beganne / Now fayr felawes

fayd the kynge I charge yow that no man telle fir gawayn
of the dethe of his two bretheren / for I am fure fayd the kyng
whan fir Gawayne hereth telle that fir Gareth is dede he wyll

goo nyghe oute of his mynde / Mercy Ihefu faid the kyng why
10 flewe he fyre Gareth and fire Gaherys /

for I dar faye as for

fyre Gareth he loued fir Launcelot aboue al men erthely /
that

is trouthe fayd fome knyghtes / but they were flayne in the

hurtlyng as fir launcelot thrange in the thyck of the prees /

and as they were vnarmed / he fmote hem and wyft not who-

15 me that he fmote
/
and foo vnhappyly they were flayne / The

dethe of them fayd Arthur wyll caufe the gretteft mortal wer-

re that euer was /
I am fure wyfte fir Gawayne that fyr Ga-

reth were flayne I fhold neuer haue refte of hym tyl I had

deftroyed fyr launcelots kynne and hym felf both
/
outher els

20 he to deftroye me / and therfor fayd the kynge wete yow well

my herte was neuer foo heuy as it is now / and moche more I

am foryer for my good knyghtes loffe / than for the loffe of

my fayre quene / for quenes I myghte haue ynowe / but fuche

a felaufliyp of good knyghtes flialle neuer be to gyders in no

25 company /
and now I dare fay fayd kyng Arthur there was

neuer cryften kynge helde fuche a felaufhyp to gyders / & alias

that euer fyr launcelot & I fhold be at debate / A Agrauayn

Agrauayn fayd the kyng Ihefu forgyue it thy fowle / for thyn

euyl wyl that thou and thy broder fyre Mordred haddeft vn-

30 to fyr launcelot hath caufed al this forowe /
and euer amonge

thefe complayntes the kyng wepte and fwouned

^ Thenne ther came one vnto fyr Gawayne and told hym /

how the Quene was ladde awaye with fyr launcelot
/ & nygh

a xxiiij knyghtes flayne / O Ihefu defende my bretheren fayd fir

35 gawayne /
for ful wel wyft I that fyr launcelot wold refcowe

her / outher els he wold dye in that felde
/
and to faye the trouth

he had not ben a man of worfliyp had he not refcowed the que-

ne that day /
in fo moche ftie fhold haue ben brente for his fake

[leaf 406 verso]



3Booi! n-1 [ ^^3 ] [Cbap. r-

And as in that fayd fir Gawayne he hath done but kny3tly/

and as I wold haue done my felf and I had (land in ly-

ke caas / but where ar my bretheren fayd fir Gawayne /
I mer-

ueyll I here not of hem / Truly fayd that man fir Gareth and

fyr Gaherys be flayne /
Ihefu defende fayd fir Gawayne / for 5

alle the world I wold not that they were flayne / and in e-

fpecyal my good broder fir Gareth / fyr fayd the man he is fl-

ayne and that is grete pyte /
who flewe hym fayd fir Gawayn

Sir fayd the man Launcelot flewe hem bothe / that may I not

byleue fayd fyr Gawayne that euer he flewe my broder fyre lo

Gareth / For I dar fay my broder Gareth loued hym better than

me and alle his bretheren / and the kynge bothe / Alfo I dare

fay and fir Launcelot had defyred my broder fyr Gareth with

hym / he wolde haue ben with hym ageynft the kynge and vs

al / and therfore I may neuer byleue that fyr launcelot flewe 15

my broder . Sir fayd this man it is noyfed that he flewe hym

C Capitulum y

HLlas
fayd fire Gawayne now is my loye gone / and

thenne he felle doune and fwouned / and long he lay

there as he had ben dede / And thenne whanne he aroos of his

fwoune /
he cryed oute forowfully and fayd Alias / and ry5te 20

foo fyr Gawayne ranne to the kynge cryenge and wepynge

O kynge Arthur myne vnkel my good broder fyr Gareth is

flayne / foo is my broder fyr Gaherys / the whiche were / ij /

noble knyghtes / Thenne the kynge wepte and he bothe /
and fo

they felle on fwounynge /
And whan they were reuyued then- 25

ne fpak fir Gawayne / fyr I wyl go fee my broder fyr Ga-

reth / ye may not fee hym fayd the kynge / for I caufed hym to

be entered and fyr gaherys bothe / For I wel vnderftood that

ye wold make ouer moche forowe / and the fyghte of fir Ga-

reth fliold haue caufed your double forowe / Alias my lord fa- 3°

yd fyr Gawayne how flewe he my broder fir gareth myn own

good lord I praye yow telle me / Truly fayd the Kyng I flial

telle yow as it is told me / fyre Launcelot flewe hym & fir Ga-

heris botlie /
Alias fayd fire Gawayne they bare none armes
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ayenft hym neythcr of hem both / I wote not how it was faid

the kynge / but as it is fayd fire launcelot (lewe them bothe in

the thyckeft of the prees /
and knevve them not / and therfor le-

te vs fliape a remedy for to reuenge their dethes / My Kynge
S my lord and myn vnkel fayd fire Gawayne wete yow wel

now I flial make yow a promyfe that I fhalle holde by my
knyghthode / that from this day I fhalle neuer fayle fir launce-

lot vntyl the one of vs haue flayne the other
/ And therfore I

requyre yow my lord and kynge dreffe yow to the werre for

10 wete yow wel I will be reuenged vpon fire launcelot / & ther-

for as ye wylle haue my feruyfe and my loue now hafte yow
therto and affaye your frendes / For I promyfe vnto god faid

fir Gawayne for the dethe of my broder fir gareth I flialle feke

fyr launcelot thorou oute feuen kynges Realmes / but I flialle

•5 fiee hym or els he fhalle flee me / ye fliall not nede to feke hym
foo ferre fayd the Kynge /

for as I here faye fir Launcelot will

abyde me and yow in the loyous gard / and moche peple dra-

weth vnto hym as I here faye / That may I byleue fayd fir ga-

wayne / but my lord he fayd affaye your frendes / and I wyll
20 affaye myn / it fhalle be done fayd the kynge / and as I fuppo-

fe I flial be byg ynou3 to drawe hym oute of the byggeft toure

of his Caftel / So thenne the kynge fente letters and wryttes
thorou oute alle Englond bothe in the lengthe and the brede /
for to affomone alle his knyghtes / And foo vnto Arthur dre-

25 we many knyghtes dukes and Erles
/

foo that he had a gre-
te hooft

/
And whan they were affemblyd the kyng enformed

hem how fyr launcelot had berafte hym his quene / Thenne the

kynge and all his hooft made hem redy to laye fyege aboute fir

Launcelot where he laye within loyous gard / Therof herd fir

30 Launcelot and purueyed hym of many good knyghtes
' for

with hym helde many knyghtes / and fome for his owne fake

and fomme for the quenes fake
/ Thus they were on bothe par-

tyes wel furnyfflied and garnyffhed of alle maner of thyng
that longed to the werre / But kyng Arthurs hooft was foo

35 bygge that fyr launcelot wold not abyde hym in the felde /
For he was ful lothe to doo batail ageynft the kyng / but fyre
launcelot drewe hym to his ftrong caftel with al maner of vy-
tail / And as many noble men as he myghte fuffyfe within the
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Towne and the Cartel / Thenne came kynge Arthur with fire

Gawaync with an hughe hood /
and layd a fyege al aboute

loyous gard both at the Towne and at the Caftel
/ & there

they made ftronge werre on bothe partyes / but in no wyfe fyre

Launcelot wold ryde oute nor go out of his Caftel of long 5

tyme / neyther he wold none of his good knyghtes to yffue

oute neyther none of the Towne nor of the Caftel vntyl xv
/

wekes were paft

C Capitulum yj

M \ Henne it befel vpon a daye in heruefl tyme / fyr laun-

^^J^ celot loked ouer the vvalles /
and fpak on hyghe vn- 10

to Kynge Arthur and fir Gawayne / my lordes bothe wete ye
wel al is in vayne that ye make at this fyege / for here wynne

ye no worihyp but maulgre and difhonoure / for and it lyfte

me to come my felf oute and my good knyghtes I fliold ful

foone make an ende of this werre
/
Come forthe fayd Arthur 15

vnto Launcelot and thou darft / and I promyfe the / I flialle

mete the in myddes of the felde / God defende me fayd fir Laun-

celot that euer I fhold cncountre with the mooft noble kyng
that made me knyghte / Fy vpon thy fayre langage fayd the

kynge /
for wete yow wel and truft it I am thy mortal fo / & 20

euer wylle to my deth daye / for thou haft fiayne my good kn-

yghtes / and ful noble men of my blood that I fhal neuer re-

couer ageyne / ^ Alfo thow haft layne by my Quene & hol-

den her many wynters / and fythen lyke a traytour taken her

from me by force / my mooft noble lord and kyng fayd fir la- 25

uncelot ye may fay what ye will
/

for ye wote wel with youre

felf wil I not ftryue / but there as ye fay I haue flayn your

good knyghtes I wote wel that I haue done foo / and that

me fore repenteth / but I was enforced to doo batail with hem /

in fauyng of my lyf or els I mufte haue fuffred hem to haue 3°

flayne me / and as for my lady Quene Gueneuer except yo-

ur perfone of your hyhenes / and my lord fire Gawayne there

is noo knyghte vnder heuen that dar make it good vpon me /

that euer I was a traytour vnto youre perfone / And where hit

pleafe yow to fayc that I haue holden my lady youre Quene 35

[leaf 40S]



soosrr.] [
^^'5

] [ttbap. ri

yeres and wyntcrs / vnto that I flial euer make a large an-

fuer / and preue hit vpon ony knyghte that bereth the lyf ex-

cepte youre perfon and fire Gawayne that my lady Quene

gueneuer is a true lady vnto your perfone as ony is lyuyng

5 vnto her lord / and that wylle I make good with my handes /

how be it / it hath lyked her good grace to haue me in chyerte

and to cheryffhe me more than ony other knyghte /
and vnto

my power I ageyne haue deferued her loue
/

for oftymes my
lord ye haue confented that flie fhold be brente and deftroyed

10 in your hete / and thenne it fortuned me to doo batail for her /

and or I departed from her aduerfary they confeffid their vn-

trouthe / and flie ful worfhypfully excufed / And at fuche ty-

mes my lord Arthur fayd fir Launcelot ye loued me / and

thanked me whan I faued your quene from the fyre / & then-

15 ne ye promyfed me for euer to be my good lord
/ and now me

thynketh ye rewarde me ful ylle for my good feruyfe / and my
good lord me femeth I had loft a grete parte of my worfliyp

in my knyghthode / and I had fuffred my lady youre Quene
to haue ben brente / and in foo moche the fhold haue ben brente

20 for my fake / For fythen I haue done batails for your Quene
in other quarels than in myn owne / me femeth now I had mo-

re ryght to doo batail for her in ryghte quarel /
and therfor my

good and gracyous lord fayd fyr launcelot take your quene

vnto your good grace /
for fhe is bothe fayr true and good /

25 Fy on the fals recreaunt knyght fayd fire Gawayne / I lete

the wete my lord myn vnkel Kynge Arthur Ihalle haue his

Quene and the maulgre thy vyfage /
and flee yow bothe whe-

ther it pleafe hym / It may wel be fayd fire Launcelot / but we-

te ye wel my lord fire Gawayne / and me lyft to come oute

30 of this Caftel ye fhold wynne me and the quene more harder

than euer ye wanne a ftronge bataille / Fy on thy proude wor-

des feyd fir Gawayne /
as for my lady the Quene I wil ne-

uer faye of her fhame / but thow fals and recreaunt Knyghte /

faide fyre Gawayne what caufe haddeft thow to flee my good

35 broder fyr Gareth that loued the more than al my kynne

Alias thow madeft hym knyght thyn owne handes
/ Why fle-

we thow hym that loued the foo wel / for to excufe me fayde

fir Launcelot it helpeth me not /
but by Ihefu / and by the feyth
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that I owe to the hygh ordre of kny5thode / I fliold with as a

good wylle haue flayne my neuewe fir Bors de ganys / at
]?'

tyme / but alias that euer I was fo vnhappy fayd laucelot
]?'

I

had not fene fyr Gareth and fir Gaherys /
Thow lyeft recrea-

unt knyght fayd fir Gawayne /
thow fleweft hym in defpyte 5

of me / And therfore wete thou wel I flralle make warre to

the / and alle the whyle that I may lyue /
That me repenteth

faid fir Launcelot / for wel I vnderflande it helpeth not to feke

none accordement whyle ye fyr Gawayne ar foo mefcheuoufly

fette / And yf ye were not
/

I wold not doubte to haue the go- lo

od grace of my lord Arthur /
I byleue it wel fals recreaunt

knyght fayd fir Gawayne /
for thow haft many longe dayes o-

uer ladde me and vs alle /
and deftroyed many of oure good

knyghtes / ye faye as it pleafeth yow fayd fyr launcelot / & yet

may it neuer be fayd on me
/

and openly preued that euer I 15

before cafl of treafon flewe no good knyghte as my lord fyre

Gawayne ye haue done /
And foo dyd I neuer / but in my de-

fenfe that I was dryuen therto in fauynge of my lyf /

^ A fals knyghte fayd fyre Gawayne that thow meneft by

fyre Lamorak /
wete thow wel I flewe hym / ye flewe hym not 20

youre felf fayd fir launcelot / hit had ben ouer moche on hand

for yow to haue flayne hym / for he was one of the beft knygh-

tes cryftned of his age /
and it was grete pyte of his dethe /

C dapitulum ylj

MEl wel fayd fayd fir Gawayne / to Launcelot fythen

thou enbraydeft me of fire Lamorak /
wete thow well 25

I fhalle neuer leue the tyl I haue the at fuche auaille that thou

fhalte not efcape my handes /
I trufte yow wel ynough fayd

fyr launcelot /
and ye may gete me

/
I gete but lytel mercy/

but as the Frenfflie book faith /
the noble kyng Arthur wo-

ld haue taken his Ouene ageyne /
and haue ben accorded 30

with fyr Launcelot / but fyr Gawayne wold not fuffer hym by

no maner of meane /
And thenne fyre Gawayne made many

men to blowe vpon fyr launcelot /
And all at ones they called

hym fals recreaunt knyght /
Thenne when fyr Bors de ganys
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fyr E6lor de marys and fir lyonel herd this oute crye / they

called to them fyre Palomydes fir Safyrs broder / and fir La-

uaync with many moo of their blood / and alle they went vn-

to fir launcelot and fayd thus / My lord fir launcelot wete ye
S wel we haue grete fcorne of the grete rebukes / that we herd

gawayn faye to yow / Wherfor we pray you & charge you as

ye wille haue oure feruyfe / kepe vs noo lenger within thefe

walles / for wete yow wel playnly we wille ryde in to the fe-

Id / and doo bataille with hem
/

for ye fare as a man that were

lo aferd
/ and for alle your fayr fpeche it wil not auayle yow /

For wete yow wel /
fire Gawayne wille not fuffer you to be

accorded with kynge Arthur
/

and therfore fyghte for youre

lyf and your ryghte and ye dar
/

Alias fayd fyre launcelot for

to ryde oute of this Caflel and to doo batail I am ful lothe /

'5 Thenne fyre launcelot fpak on hyghe vnto fyr Arthur & fyre

Gawayne my lordes I requyre you and bifeche you fythen that

I am thus requyred and coniured to ryde in to the felde / that

neyder you my lord kynge Arthur nor you fyre Gawayne co-

me not in to the felde / What fhal we doo thenne fayd fyr Ga-

20 wayne /
is this the kynges quarel with the to fyghte / and it is

my quarel to fyghte with the fyr laucelot
/ by caufe of the deth

of my broder fyre Gareth / Thenne mufte I nedes vnto bataill

faid fyr launcelot / now wete you wel my lord Arthur and

fyre Gawayne ye wil repente it when fomeuer I doo bataylle

25 with you / And foo thenne they departed eyther from other
/ and

thenne eyther party made hem redy on the morne for to doo ba-

tail /
and grete purueaunce was made on bothe fydes / and fyr

Gawayne lete purueye many knyghtes for to wayte vpon fir

launcelot for to ouerfette hym / and to flee hym / And on the

30 morne at vndorne fyre Arthur was redy in the felde with thre

grete hooftes / And thenne fyr launcelots felaufhyp came oute

at thre gates in a ful good araye / and fyre lyonel came in the

formeft batail / and fyr launcelot came in the myddel / and fyre

Bors came oute at the thyrd gate / Thus they came in ordre &
35 rule as ful noble knyghtes / and alwayes fyr launcelot char-

ged all his knyghtes in ony wyfe to faue Kynge Arthur &

fyr Gawayne
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C Capitulum yiij

/^^i^ Henne came forth fir Gawayne from the kynges hod

/ I and he came before and proferd to lufte / and fir Lyo-

^^^ nel was a fyers knyghte /
and lyghtely he encoutred

with fyr Gawayne / & there fir Gawayne fmote fyr lyonel th-

urgh oute the body /
that he dafflied to the erthe / lyke as he had 5

ben dede / And thenne fir E£tor de marys and other more ba-

re hym in to the Caftel /
thenne there beganne a grete floure &

moche peple was flayne /
and euer fyr launcelot dyd what he

myghte to faue the peple on kynge Arthurs party / for fyr pa-

lomydes and fyr Bors and fyr Safyr ouerthrowe many kn- 10

yghtes / for they were dedely knyghtes / and fyre Blamor de

ganys / and fyr Bleoberys de ganys with fir Bellangere le

bewfe / thefe fyxe knyghtes dyd moche harme / and euer kynge

Arthur was nyghe aboute fyr launcelot to haue flayn hym / &

fyr launcelot fuffred hym /
and wold not ftryke ageyne / Soo 15

fyr Bors encountred with kynge Arthur /
and there with a

fpere fyr Bors fmote hym doun / & foo he alyghte and drewe

his fwerd / and fayd to fyr launcelot /
fhalle I make an ende

of this werre / & that he mente to haue flayn Kynge Arthur

Not foo hardy fayd fyr launcelot vpon payn of thy hede / that 20

thou touche hym no more /
for I wille neuer fee that moft no-

ble kynge that made me knyghte neyther flayn ne fhamed /

& there with al fyr laucelot alyght of his hors & tooke vp the

kynge & horfed hym ageyn /
& fayd thus / my lord Arthur for

goddes loue flynte this fl;ryf / for ye gete here no worfliyp /
and 25

I wold doo myn vtterauce /
but alweyes I forbere yow /

& ye

nor none of yours forbereth me / my lord remembre what I ha-

ue done in many places /
& now I am euylle rewarded

Thenne whan kyng Arthur was on horfljak / he loked vpon

fyr launcelot /
& thene the teres brafl; out of his eyen / thynky- 30

ng on the grete curtofy that was in fyr laucelot more than in

ony other man / & therwith the Kynge rode his wey / & myghte

no lenger beholde hym /
& fayd Alias that euer this werre be-

gan / & thene eyther partyes of the batails withdrewe them to re-

pofe them /
& buryed the dede / & to the wouded men they leid fofte 35

[leaf 410] <:=j



Jfiool! it.] [
^-°

] [(tbap. sHl.

falues / and thus they endured that ny3t tyll on the morne
/
&

on the morne by vndorne they made hem redy to doo bataille /

And thenne fyr Bors leddc the forward / ^ Soo vpon the

morne there came fyre Gawayne as brym as ony bore with a

5 grete fpere in his hand
/
And whan fir Bors fawe hym / he

thoughte to reuenge his broder fyre Lyonel of the defpyte that

fyr Gawayn dyd hym the other daye / ^ And fo they that

knewe eyther other feutryd their fperes /
and with alle theire

myghtes of their horfes and hem felf / they mette to gyder foo

10 felonfly /
that eyther bare other thorowe

/
and foo they felle both

to the erthe / and thenne the batails ioyned / and there was

moche flaughter on botlie partyes / Thenne fir launcelot refco-

wed fyr Bors and fente hym in to the Cartel
/
But neyder

fyr Gawayne nor fyr Bors dyed not of their woundes / For

IS they were alle holpen / Thenne fyr Lauayne and fir Vrre pra-

yd fyr Launcelot to doo his payne / and fy3te as they had do-

ne / for we fee
/ ye forbere and fpare / and that doth moche harme

therfor we praye yow fpare not youre enemyes noo more than

they done yow / Alias fayd fire Launcelot I haue no herte to

20 fyghte ageynft my lord Arthur / For euer me femeth I doo

not as I oughte to doo / My lord fayd fir Palomydes though

ye fpare them alle this day / they will neuer conne yow thank

And yf they may gete yow at auayle / ye are but dede / CI ^°

thenne fyr Launcelot vnderftood that they fayd hym trouth

25 & thenne he ftrayned hym felf more than he dyd afore hand /

and by caufe his neuewe fir Bors was fore wounded /
And

thenne within a lytel whyle by euenfong tyme fire Launcelot

and his party better ftode / for their horfes wente in blood paft

the fytloks / there was foo moche people flayne /
And thenne

30 for pyte fyr launcelot withhelde his knyghtes / and fuffred ky-

nge Arthurs party for to withdrawe them on fyde / And then-

ne fir launcelots party withdrewe hem in to his Caftel / and

eyther partyes buryed the dede / & putte falf vnto the wounded

men / Soo whan fyre Gawayne was hurte / they on kyng Ar-

3S thurs party were not foo orgulous as they were to fore hand

to do bataill / Of this werre was noyfed thorou al cryftendome

& at the lafi; it was noyfed afore the pope / and he confyderyng

the grete godenes of kynge Arthur
/ & of fir laucelot that was

[leaf 410 verso]



ffioof! rr-] [
S3 1

] [Obap, jlv,

called the mooft nobleft knyghtes of the world wherfore the

pope called vnto hym a noble Gierke that att that tyme was

there prefente / the Frenffhe book fayth / hit was the Biffliop of

Rocheftre
/ and the pope gaf hym bulles vnder lede vnto kynge

Arthur of Englond / chargynge hym vpon payne of enterdy- S

tynge of al Englond that he take his quene dame Gueneuer

vnto hym ageyne and accorde with fyr Launcelot /

C Capitulum yiiij

SOo
whan this Biffhop was come to Garleyl / he fhe-

wed the kynge thefe bulles / And whan the kyng vn-

derftood thefe bulles / he nyft what to doo / ful fayne he wold lo

haue ben accorded with fir launcelot
/

but fir Gawayne wold

not fuffre hym / but as for to haue the quene / ther to he agreed

But in no wyfe fyre Gawayne wold not fuffer the kyng to

accorde with fyr Launcelot
/ but as for the quene he confented /

And thenne the Biffliop had of the kynge his grete feal
/ & 15

his affuraunce as he was a true ennoynted kynge / that fyre

Launcelot fhold come fauf/and goo fauf
/
and that the quene

fliold not be fpoken vnto / of the kynge /
nor of none other

/
for

no thyngc done afore tyme pall; /
and of alle thefe appoyntem-

entes / the Biffliop broughte hym fure affuraunce & wry- 20

tynge to fliewe fir Launcelot
/ So whan the Biffliop was co-

me to Joyous gard / there he fliewed fir launcelot how the pope
had wryten to Arthur and vnto hym / and there he told hym
the peryls yf he withhelde the quene from the kyng / It was ne-

uer in my thoughte faide laucelot to withholde the quene from 25

my lord Arthur / but in foo moche flie fliold haue ben dede for

my fake
/
me femeth it was my parte to faue her lyf and putte

her from that daunger tyl better recouer myghte come / & now

I thanke god fayd fir Launcelot that the pope hath made her

pees /
for god knoweth fayd fyr launcelot I wylle be a thou- 30

fand fold more gladder to brynge her ageyne than euer I was

of her takyng away / With this I maye be fure to come fauf /

and goo fauf / and that the quene flial haue her lyberte as flie

had before /
and neuer for no thynge that hath ben furmyfed
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afore this tyme /
fhe neuer fro this day ftande in no peryll /

for

els fayd fir launcelot I dare auenture me to kepe her from an

harder flioure than euer I kepte her / It fhal not nede yow fa-

yd the Biffhop to drede foo moche / For wete yow wel the po-

5 pe mufte be obeyed /
and it were not the popes worfhyp nor my

poure honefte to wete yow diftreffyd neyther the quene / ney-

ther in perylle nor fhamed /
And thenne he fliewed fir laun-

celot alle his wrytynge / bothe from the pope and from kynge

Arthur / this is fure ynojgh / fayd fir Launcelot /
for ful well

10 I dare trufl my lordes owne wrytynge and his feale /
for he

was neuer fhamed of his promeffe

^ Therfore fayd fir Launcelot vnto the Biffhop / ye fhall ryde

vnto the kynge afore /
and recommaunde me vnto his good

grace /
and lete hym haue knowlechynge that this fame daye

IS eyghte dayes by the grace of god / I my felf (hall brynge my

lady Quene Gueneuer vnto hym /
and thenne faye ye vnto

my mofi; redoubted kyng that I will fay largely for the que-

ne /
that I fhalle none excepte for drede nor fere /

but the kyng

hym felf and my lord fire Gawayn /
and that is more for the

20 kynges loue than for hym felf / Soo the Biffhop departed and

came to the kynge at Carleyl / and told hym alle how fir lau-

celot anfuerd hym /
and thenne the teres brafl oute of the ky-

nges eyen /
Thenne fire Launcelot purueyed hym an honderd

knyghtes / and alle were clothed in grene velowet /
and theyr

25 horfes trapped to their heles /
and euery knyghte helde a bra-

unche of olyue in his hande in tokenyng of pees / and the que-

ne had four and twenty gentylwymmen folowyng her in the

fame wyfe / and fir Launcelot had twelue courfers folowynge

hym / and on euery courfer fat a yonge gentylman / and alle

30 they were arayed in grene veluet with farpys of gold about

their quarters /
and the hors trapped in the fame wyfe doune

to the helys with many ouches y fette with ftones and perlys

in gold to the nombre of a thowfand / and fhe and fir Laun-

celot were clothed in whyte clothe of gold tyffew / and ryght

3S foo as ye haue herd as the Frenffhe book maketh mencyon /

he rode with the quene from loyous gard to Carleyl / and fo

fyr Launcelot rode thorou oute Carleyl and foo in the caftel

that alle men my}! beholde /
& wete you wel ther was many a
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wepynge eyen / and thenne fyr Launcelot hym felf alyghte and

auoyded his hors and toke the quene / and foo led her where

kynge Arthur was in his feate / and fyre Gawayn fat afore

hym /
and many other grete lordes / Soo whan fyre launcelot

fawe the kynge / and fyr Gawayne / thenne he lad the quene 5

by the arme / and thenne he kneled doune and the quene bothe

^ Wete yow wel thenne was there many bold knyghte ther

with kynge Arthur that wepte as tendyrly /
as though they

had fene alle their kynne afore them / Soo the kynge fat ftylle /

and fayd no word / And whan fyre Launcelot fawe his cou- 10

tenaunce
/
he arofe and pulled vp the quene with hym / & thus

^|g^ he fpak ful knyghtely fj CapitUlUm yiilj
W HI ^^ Y mooft redoubted kynge ye flialle vnderflande by

^3l. 11%/ the popes commaundement and yours I haue brou3t

to yow my lady the quene as ryghte requyreth /
And yf there 15

be ony knyghte of what fomeaer degree that he be excepte your

perfone that wylle faye or dar fay but that fhe is true & clene

to yow /
I here my felf fyr Launcelot du lake wylle make it

good vpon his body that flie is a true lady vnto yow / but ly-

ars ye haue lyftned /
& that hath caufed debate betwixt yow & 20

me / For tyme hath ben my lord Arthur that ye haue ben gre-

tely plefyd with me whan I dyd batail for my lady youre

quene / & ful wel ye knowe my mooft noble kynge / that ihe

hath ben put to grete wrong or this tyme /
& fythen it pleafyd

yow at many tymes that I fliold fyghte for her / me femeth my 25

good lord I had more caufe to refcowe her from the fyre in

foo moche flie fliold haue ben brente for my fake / For they that

told yow tho tales were lyers / & foo it befelle vpon them / for

by lykelyhode had not the myght of god ben with me / I my-

ghte neuer haue endured fourten knyghtes & they armed & 30

afore purpofed & I vnarmed & not purpofed / for I was fe-

nte for vnto my lady your quene I wote not for what caufe
/

but I was not fo foone within the chamber dore but anon fyre

Agrauayn & fyr mordred called me traytour & recreaunt kn-

yghte / They called the ryght fayd fyr Gawayn 35

^ My lord fyre Gawayn faid fyre Launcelot in their quarel

they preued hem felf not in the ryght /
wel wel fyr launcelot
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fayd the kyng / I haue gyuen the no caufe to do to me as thou

haft done
/

For I haue worfhypped the and thyn more than

ony of alle my knyghtes / My good lord fayd fire launcelot

foo ye be not difpleafyd / ye fhalle vnderftande /
I and myn ha-

5 ue done yow ofte better feruyfe than ony other knyghtes haue

done in many dyuerfe places /
and where ye haue ben ful hard

beftadde dyuerfe tymes /
I haue my felf refcowed yow from

many daungers /
and euer vnto my power I was glad to ple-

afe yow and my lord fyr Gawayne bothe in luftes and tur-

10 nementes and in batails fette bothe on horfbak and on foote/

I haue often refcowed yow and my lord fyr Gawayne and

many moo of your kny3tes in many dyuerfe places / for now

I wil make auaunt fayd fir launcelot I wyl that ye al we-

te that yet I fonde neuer no maner of knyghte / but that I

IS was ouer hard for hym and I had done my vtteraunce / tha-

ked be god /
how be it I haue ben matched with good knygh-

tes as fir Triftram and fyr lamorak /
but euer I had a faue-

our vnto them and a demyng what they were /
and I take god

to record fayd fyr launcelot I neuer was wrothe nor gretely

20 heuy with no good Knyghte and I fawe hym befy aboute to

Wynne worfhip /
and glad I was euer when I fonde ony kn-

yghte that myghte endure me on horfbak and on foote / hou be

it fir Carados of the dolorous toure was a ful noble kny3te

& a paffynge ftronge man /
& that wote ye my lorde fyr Gawa-

25 yne /
for he myghte wel be called a noble knyghte whan he by

fyne force pulled out of youre fadel /
and bonde you ouer-

thwarte afore hym to his fadel bowe / and there my loide fyre

Gawayne I refcowed yow and flewe hym afore your fi3te

Alfo I fonde his broder fyr Turquyn in lyke wyfe ledyng fir

30 Gaherys youre broder bouden afore hym /
and there I refcowed

your broder and flewe that Turquyn / & delyuerd thre fcore

and foure of my lorde Arthurs knyghtes oute of his pryfon

And now I dare fay fayd launcelot I mette neuer with fo

ftronge knyghtes nor fo wel fyghtyng as was fir Carados &

35 fyr Turquyn /
for I fought with them to the vttermeft / & ther-

for faide fir launcelot vnto fyr Gawayne me femeth ye ought

of ryghte to rcmembre this /
for & I my5t haue your good wil

I wolde trufte to god to haue my lorde Arthurs goode grace
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f^^Bi^ He Kynge maye doo as he wylle fayd fire Gawayne
i But wete thow wel fyre Launcelot thow and I flialle

^^J^ neuer ben accorded whyle we lyue / for thou haft fla-

yne thre of my bretheren / and two of them ye flewe traytourly

and pytoufly / for they bare none harneis ageynft the nor none 5

wold bere / god wold they had ben armed fayd fire Launce-

lot
/

for thenne had they ben on lyue

^ And wete ye wel fyre Gawayne as for fire Gareth I loue

none of my kynnefmen fo moche as I dyd hym / and euer wh-

yle I lyue fayd fir launcelot I wille bewaile fir Gareths deth 10

not al only for the grete fere I haue of yow /
but many caufes

caufen me to be forouful / one is
/

for I made hym knyghte / ano-

ther is / I wote wel he loued me aboue alle other knyghtes

And the thyrd is
/
he was paffynge noble / true curteys & gen-

tyl / and wel condycyoned / the fourth is
/

I wyft wel anone as 15

I herd that fir Gareth was dede / I (hold neuer after haue your

loue but euerlaftynge werre betwixe vs
/
and alfo I wift well

that ye wold caufe my noble lorde Arthur for euer to be my
mortal foo

/
And as Ihefu be my help fayd fyr Launcelot I fle-

we neuer fir Gareth nor fir Gahcrys by my wylle / but alias 20

that euer they were vnarmed that vnhappy daye /
But thus

moche I flialle offre me faid fir launcelot yf hit may pleafe the

kynges good grace and yow my lord fire Gawayne I flialle

fyrft begynne at Sandwyche /
and ther I flial goo in my fliert

bare foot / and at euery ten myles endes I wylle founde & gar- 25

make an hows of relygyon of what ordre that ye wyl affyg-

ne me with an hole Couent to fynge and rede day & nyghte in

efpecyal for fyr Gareths fake and fir gaherys / And this flial

I performe from Sandwyche vnto Carleil /
And euery hows

fhal haue fuffycyent lyuelode /
and this flial I performe whyle 3°

I haue ony lyuelode in Cryftendom / and there nys none of al

thefe relygyous places /
but they flial be performed / furnyffhed

and garnyffhed in alle thynges as an holy place oughte to

be /
I promyfe yow feythfully /

^ And this fir Gawayne me thynketh were more fayrer holy- 3S

er & more better to their foules than ye my moft noble kyng &
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yow fire Gawayne to warre vpon me / for there by fliall ye ga-

te none auayle / Thenne alle knyghtes and ladyes that were

there wepte / as they were madde / and the teres felle on kyng
Arthurs chekes

/ Sire Launcelot fayd fir Gawayne I haue

5 ryghte wel herd thy fpeche / and thy grete prefers / but wete

thow wel / lete the kynge doo as hit pleafyd hym /
I will ne-

uer forgyue my broders dethe / and in efpecyal the deth of my
broder fyre Gareth / And yf myn vnkel kynge Arthur wylle

accorde with the / he flialle lefe my feruyfe / for wete thow wel/

10 thow arte bothe fals to the kynge and to me
/ Sir faid laun-

celot he bereth not the lyf / that may make that good / And yf

ye fir Gawayne wylle charge me with foo hyghe a thynge / ye
mufte pardonne me / for thenne nedes mufte I anfuere yow/

^ Nay fayd fir Gawayne we are paft that at this tyme / and

IS that caufed the pope / for he hath charged myn vnkel the kyng
that he flialle take his Ouene ageyne / and to accorde with the

fyr Launcelot as for this feafon / and therfor thow fhalte goo
fauf as thow cameft

/ But in this land thou flialte not abyde

pafl XV dayes fuche fomons I gyue the / foo the kyng and we
2o were confented and accorded or thow cameft / and els fayd

fyre Gawayne wete thow wel thou flioldeft not haue comen

here / but yf hit were maulgre thy hede / And yf it were not for

the popes commaundement fayd fyre Gawayne I fliold do ba-

taille with myn owne body ageynft thy body / and preue it vp-

25 on the / that thow haft ben bothe fals vnto myn vnkel kyng ar-

thur and to me bothe / and that fhalle I preue vpon thy body
whan thow arte departed from hens where fomeuer I fynde
the

Z^
C Capitulum yvii

Henne fyr launcelot fyghed /
and there with the teres

30 ^^tm f^"2 on his chekes
/
and thenne he fayd thus

/ Alias

moofl noble Cryften Realme whome I haue loued aboue al

other realmes
/
and in the I haue geten a grete parte of my

worfhyp / and now I fhalle departe in this wyfe / Truly me

repenteth that euer I came in this realme that fliold be thus

35 fliamefully bannyffhed vndeferued and caufeles / but fortune
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is foo varyaunt / and the whele foo meuable
/ there nys none

conftaunte abydynge / and that may be preued by many old

Cronykles of noble E6lor and Troylus and Alyfander the

myghty Conquerour / and many moo other / whan they were

mooft in their Royalte / they alyghte loweft / and foo fareth it 5

by me fayd fir Launcelot
/

for in this realme I had worfliyp

and by me and myn alle the whole round table hath ben encre-

cyd more in worfhip by me and myn blood than by ony other

And therfor wete thow wel fire Gawayne I may lyue vp-

on my landes as wel as ony knyghte that here is / And yf ye 10

mooft redoubted kynge wylle come vpon my landes with fyr

Gawayne to werre vpon me
/

I muft endure yow as wel as

I maye / But as to yow fir Gawayne yf that ye come there

I pray yow charge me not with treafon nor felony / for and ye

doo /
I muft anfuer yow /

doo thou thy beft fayd fir Gawayne / 15

therfore hyhe the faft that thow were gone /
and wete thou wel

we flialle foone come after and breke the flrengeft Caftel that

thow haft vpon thy hede
/ That fhalle not nede fayd fir Launce-

lot /
for and I were as orgulous fette as ye are

/ wete you wel

I fhold mete yow in myddes of the felde / Make thow no mo- 20

re langage fayd fyre Gawayne /
but delyuer the quene from

the
/
and pyke the lyghtely oute of this Courte / wel fayd fyr

Launcelot / and I had wyft of this fhorte comynge /
I wolde

haue aduyfed me twyes or that I had comen hyder /
for and

the Quene had be foo dere to me as ye noyfe her / I durft haue 25

kepte her from the felaufhyp of the beft knyghtes vnder heuen

And thenne fyr Launcelot fayd vnto Gueneuer in heryng of

the kynge and hem all / Madame now I mufte departe from you
and this noble felaufhip for euer / & fythen it is foo / I byfeche

yow to praye for me
/
and faye me wel / and yf ye be hard be- 3°

ftad by ony fals tonges / lyghtly my lady fende me word / and

yf ony knyghtes handes may delyuer yow by bataill /
I fhall

delyuer yow /
and there with all fir launcelot kyft the Quene/

and thenne he fayd al openly now lete fee what he be in this

place that dar faye the Quene is not true vnto my lord Arthur 35

lete fee who will fpeke and he dar fpeke /
And ther with he bro-

ughte the Quene to the Kyng / and thenne fir Launcelot toke

his leue and departed / and ther was neyther Kyng duke / ne
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erle / baron ne knyghte / lady nor gentylwoman / but alle they

wepte as peple oute of their mynde / excepte fir Gawayn / and

whan the noble fir Launcelot took his hors to ryde oute of Car-

Icyl /
there was fobbynge and wepynge for pure dole of his de-

5 partyngc / and foo he took his way vnto loyous gard / And
thenne euer after he called it the dolorous gard / And thus de-

parted fir Launcelot from the courte for euer / And foo whan
he came to loyous gard he called his felaufhyp vnto hym / &
afked them what they wold do / thene they anfuerd all holy to

10 gyders with one voys they wold as he wold doo / my fayre fe-

lawes fayd fyr Launcelot I mud departe oute of this mooft

noble realme / and now I fhalle departe / hit greueth me fore /

for I flialle departe with no worfhyp / for a flemyd man de-

parted neuer oute of a realme with noo worfhyp / and that is

IS my heuynes / for euer I fere after my dayes that men flialle

cronykle vpon me that I was flemed oute of this land / and

els my fayre lordes be ye fure and I had not dred fhame my
lady Ouene Gweneuer and I fliold neuer haue departed /

Thenne fpak many noble knyghtes as fir Palomydes / fir Sa-

20 fyr his broder / and fir Bellangere le bewfe / and fir Vrre with

fir Lauayne with many other / Sir and ye be fo difpofed to a-

byde in this land / we wyll neuer fayle yow / & yf ye lyft not

to abyde in this land / ther nys none of the good kny3tes that

here ben will fayle yow /
for many caufes / One is / All we that

25 ben not of your blood flialle neuer be welcome to the Courte /

And fythen hit lyked vs to take a parte with yow in youre

diftreffe & heuyneffe in this realme / Wete yow wel it fliall ly-

kc vs al as wel to goo in other countreyes with yow / and there

to take fuche parte as ye doo / My fayre lordes fayd fir launce-

30 lot I wel vnderftande yow and as I can / thanke yow / and

ye flialle vnderftande fuche lyuelode as I am borne vnto I fhal

departe with yow in this maner of wyfe / that is for to fay / I

flialle departe alle my lyuelode and alle my landes frely a-

monge yow /
and I my felf wylle haue as lytel as ony of you

35 for haue I fuffycyaunt that may longe to my perfon / I wylle

afke none otlier ryche araye / and I trufte to god to mayntene

yow on my landes as wel as euer were mayntened ony kny5-

tes /
Thenne fpap all the knyghtes at ones / he haue fhame that
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wylle leue yow / For we alle vnderftande in this realme wyll

be now no quyete but euer ftryf and debate / now the felaufhip

of the round table is broken / for by the noble felaufhyp of the

round table was Kynge Arthur vp borne / and by their no-

bles the kynge and alle his realme was in quyete and
refte/ 5

and a grete parte they fayd all was by caufe of your nobleffe

C Capitulum yviij

/^^l^ Ruly fayd fir Launcelot I thanke yow alle of youre

M \ good fayenge / how be it / I wote wel / in me was not

^^g^ alle the ftabylyte of this realme / but in that I myght
I dyd my deuoyr /

and wel I am fure I knewe many rebel- 10

lyons in my dayes that by me were peafed / and I trowe we

alle fhalle here of hem in fhcte fpace /
and that me fore repen-

teth /
For euer I drede me fayd fyr launcelot that fyr Mordred

wille make trouble / for he is paffyng enuyous & applyeth hym
to trouble / So they were accorded to go with fir Launcelot to 15

his landes /
and to make fhorte tale / they truffed and payd

alle that wold afke hem
/
and holy an honderd knyghtes de-

parted with fir laucelot at ones /
and made their auowes / they

wold neuer leue hym for wele nor for wo / & fo they fhypped

at Cardyf / & fayled vnto Benwyk / fomme men calle it bayen 20

and fomme men calle it Beaume where the wyn of beaume is

But to faye the fothe / fyre Launcelot and his neuewes were

lordif of alle Fraunce and of alle the landes that longed vnto

Fraunce / he and his kynred reioyced it alle thurgh fyr Lan-

celots noble prowes / And thenne fir Launcelot fluffed & fur- 25

nyfflied and garnyffhed alle his noble townes and
caftels/

Thenne alle the peple of tho landes came to fyr Launcelot on

foote and handes / and fo whan he had ftabled alle thefe co-

untreyes / he fhortly called a parlement / and there he crouned

fyr Lyonel kynge of Fraunce / and fire Bors crouned hym 3°

kynge of al kynge Claudas landes and fir E61;or de marys/
that was fir launcelot yongeft broder / he crouned hym Kynge
of Benwyk and kynge of alle Gyan that was fir launcelot

owne land / and he made fir Eclor prynce of them alle / & thus
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he departed / Thenne fir Launcelot auaunced alia his noble kn-

yghtes /
and fyrfte he auaunced them of his blood / that was

fyr Blamor / he made hym duke of Lymofyn in gyan / and fir

Bleoberys he made hym duke of poyters / and fir Gahalantyn
5 he made hym duke of Ouerne / & fir Galyhodyn he maade hym
duke of Sentongc /

and fir Galyhud he made hym erle of pe-

rygot / and fir Menadeuke he made hym Erie of Roerge / and

fire Vyllyars the valyaunt he made hym crle of Bearne / and

fyr Hebes le renoumes he made hym Erie of Comange / and

10 fyr Lauayne he made hym Erie of Armynak / and fire Vrre

he made hym erle of Eftrake / and fyr Neroneus he made hym
Erie of pardyak / and fire Plenorius he maade Erie of foyfe

and fir Selyfes of the dolorous toure he made hym erle of ma-

fauke /
and fir Melyas de lyle he made hym Erie of Turfank

15 and fir Bellangere le bewfe he made erle of the laundes / and

fire Palomydes he made hym duke of the prouynce / and fyre

Safyr he made hym duke of Landok / and fyr Clegys he gafe

hym the erldome of Agente / and fyr Sadok he gaf the Erldom

of Surlat / and fir Dynas le Senefchal he made hym duke of

20 Anioye / and fir Clarrus he made hym duke of Normandye/
Thus fyr launcelot rewarded his noble knyghtes / & many mo
that me femeth it were to longe to reherce

s
C Capitulum yiy

O leue we fyr Launcelot in his landes / and his no-

ble knyghtes with hym / and retorne we ageyne vnto

25 ^^^^ kynge Arthur and to fyr Gawayne that made a gre-

te hoofl redy to the nombre of thre fcore thoufand / and al thy-

nge was made redy for their fhyppyng to paffe ouer the fee
/ &

fo they fhypped at Cardyf / and there kynge Arthur made fir

Mordred chyef ruler of alle Englond / and alfo he put quene

30 Gueneuer under his gouernaunce by caufe fyr Mordred was

kynge Arthurs fone he gaf hym the rule of his land and of

his wyf /
and foo the kynge paffed the fee and landed vpon

fyr launcelots landes / and there he brente and wafted thurgh

the vengeaunce of fyr gawayne al that they myghte ouer-
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renne /
whan this word came to fyr Launcelot that kyng Ar-

thur and fir Gawayne were landed vpon his landes
/ & made

a full grete deftru6lyon and wafte / thenne fpake fyr Bors &

fayd my lord fir laucelot it is fhame that we fuffre hem thus

to ryde ouer our landes /
for wete yow wel

/ fuffre ye hem as lo- 5

nge as ye will / they wille doo yow no faueour / and they may
handle yow /

Thenne faid fir Lyonel that was ware and wyfe

My lord fyr Launcelot I wyll gyue this counceylle / Icte vs

kepe oure ftronge walled Townes vntyl they haue hongre &
cold

/ and blowe on their nayles / and thenne lete vs freffhe- 10

ly fette vpon hym / and flirede hem doune as fhepe in a felde
/

that Alyaunts may take enfample for euer how they lande

vpon oure landes / Thenne fpak kynge Bagdemagus to fyre

Launcelot / fyre your curtofy wyll fhende vs alle / and thy cur-

tofy hath waked alle this forowe
/

for and they thus ouer our 15

landes ryde / they Ihalle by proceffe brynge vs alle to noughte

whyles we thus in holes vs hyde / Thenne fayd fyre Galihud

vnto fir Launcelot / fyre here ben knyghtes come of kynges
blood that wyl not longe droupe / & they are within thefe

walks
/
therfor gyue vs leue lyke as we ben kny3tes to me- 20

te them in the feld and we fhalle fiee them / that they fhal cur-

fe the tyme that euer they came in to this countrey / ^ Thenne

fpak feuen bretheren of northwalys / and they were feuen no-

ble knyghtes / a man myghte feke in feuen kynges landes or

he myghte fynde fuche feuen Knyghtes / Thenne they all faid at 25

ones / fyr launcelot for cryfl:es fake lete vs oute ryde with fir

Galyhud / for we be neuer wonte to coure in cafiiels nor in no-

ble Townes
/
Thenne fpak fir Launcelot that was mayfi:er &

gouernour of them alle / my fayre lordes wete yow wel I am
full lothe to ryde oute with my knyghtes for fhedynge of cry- 30

ften blood and yet my lendes I vnderftande ben full bare / for

to fufteyne ony hooft a whyle / for the myghty warres that why-
lome made kyng Claudas vpon this countrey vpon my fader

kyng Ban & on myn vnkell Kyng Bors / how be it we will

as at this tyme kepe oure flrong walles / & I fhalle fende a 3S

meffager vnto my lord Arthur a treatyce for to take for bet-

ter is pees than allwayes warre / So fir laucelot fente forth a

damoyfell & a dwerfe with her / requyrynge Kynge Arthur to
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leue his warrynge vpon his landes / and fo fhe fterte vpon a

palfroy /
and the dvverf ranne by her fydc /

And whan flie cam

to the pauelione of kynge Arthur / there flie alyghte / and ther

mette her a gentyl knyghte fyr Lucan the butteler & faid /
fa-

S ir damoyfel come ye from fyr Launcelot du lake
/ ye fyr fhe fa-

yd / therfor I come hyder to fpeke with my lord the kynge /

Alias faid fir Lucan my lord Arthur wold loue launcelot /

but fir Gawayne wyl not fuffer hym /
And thenne he fayd I

praye to god damoyfel ye may fpede wel / for alle we that ben

10 aboute the kynge wold fir launcelot dyd beft of ony knyght

lyuynge /
And fo with this lucan ledde the damoyfel vnto the

kynge where he fat with fir Gawayne /
for to here what fhe wo-

ld faye / Soo whan fhe had told her tale / the water ranne out

of the kynges eyen / and alle the lordes were ful glad for to

IS aduyfe the kynge as to be accorded with fyr launcelot / fauf al

only fyre Gawayne /
and he fayd my lord myn vnkel /

What

wyl ye doo
/
wil ye now torne ageyne now ye are paft thus fer

vpon this lourney / alle the world wylle fpeke of yow vylo-

ny / Nay fayd Arthur wete thou wel fir Gawayne I wylle

20 doo as ye wil aduyfe me / and yet me femeth fayd Arthur his

fayre profers were not good to be refufed /
but fythen I am

comen foo fer vpon this lourney /
I wil that ye gyue the da-

moyfel her anfuer /
for I maye not fpeke to her for pyte / for her

profers ben fo large

Z:

C Capitulum n

25 r^mm' Henne fir Gawayne fayd to the damoyfel thus /
Da-

moyfel faye ye to fir launcelot that it is waft labour

now to fewe to myn vnkel /
for telle hym /

and he wold

haue made ony labour for pees /
he fhold haue made it or this

tyme /
for telle hym now it is to late / & faye that I fir Gawa-

30 yn foo fende hym word / that I promyfe hym by the feythe I

owe vnto god and to knyghthode /
I flial neuer leue hym /

tyl he haue fiayne me / or I hym / Soo the damoyfel wepte &

departed /
and there were many wepyng eyen / and foo fir lu-

can broughte the damoyfel to her palfroy / and foo fhe came to

35 fyr launcelot where he was among all his Knyghtes / & whan
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fyr launcelot had herd this anfuer / thenne the teres ranne do-

une by his chekes / And thenne his noble knyghtes ftrode a-

boute hym / and fayd fir launcelot /
wherfor make ye fuche chere

thynke what ye are / and what men we are / and lete vs noble

knyghtes matche hem in myddes of the felde / that maye be ly- 5

ghtely done fayd fir Launcelot
/
but I was neuer foo lothe to

doo batail / and therfore I praye you fayre firs as ye loue me
be ruled as I wylle haue yow / for I wylle alweyes flee y
noble kynge / that made me knyghte /

And whan I may noo

ferther / I mufte nedes defende me / and that wyll be more wor- lo

fliyp for me and vs alle / than to compare with that noble ky-

nge whome we haue alle ferued
/ Thenne they helde theire Ian-

gage / and as that nyghte they tooke their reft / And vpon the

morne erly in the daunynge of the daye / as knyghtes loked

oute
/ they fawe the Cyte of Benwyk byfeged round aboute

/ 'S

and fafl they beganne to fette vp ladders /
and thenne they de-

fyed hem oute of the Towne / and bete hem from the walles

wyghtely / Thenne came forth fire Gawayne wel armed vpon
a flyf ftede / and he came before the chyef gate with his fpere/

in his hand cryenge / fyr Launcelot where arte thow
/

is there 20

none of you proude knyghtes dare breke a fpere with me /

Thenne fir Bors made hym redy / and came forth oute of the

Towne / and there fir Gawayne encountred with fyre Bors

And at that tyme he fmote fire Bors doune from his hors /

and al mooft he had fiayne hym / and foo fire Bors was re- 25

fcowed and borne in to the Towne / Thenne came forth fir Ly-
onel broder to fyr Bors / and thoughte to reuenge hym / and

eyther feutryd their fperes / and ranne to gyder / and there they

mette fpytefully / but fir Gawayn had fuche grace that he fmo-

te fir Lyonel doune / and wounded hym there paffynge fore / & 30

thenne fyr Lyonel was refcowed / and borne in to the towne/
And this fir Gawayne came euery day / and he fayled not/
but that he fmote doune one knyghte or other / Soo thus they

endured half a yere /
and moche flau3ter was of peple on both

partyes / Thenne hit befelle vpon a day / fyr Gawayne came a- 35

fore the gates armed at alle pyeces on a noble hors with a

grete fpere in his hand / and thenne he cryed with a lowde vo-

ys /
where arte thow now thou fals traytour fyre Launcelot /
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why hydeft thow thy felf within holes and walles lyke a co-

ward / loke oute now thow fals traytour knyghte / and here I

flial reuenge vpon thy body the dcthe of my thre bretheren /

Alle this langage herd fir launcelot euery dele and his kyn

5 and his knyghtes drewc aboute hym / and alle they fayd at

ones to fir Launcelot / ^ Sir Launcelot now muft ye defen-

de yow lyke a knyghte / or els ye be fliamed for euer / for now

ye be called vpon treafon / it is tyme for yow to flere / for ye ha-

ue flepte ouer longe and fuffred ouer moche / Soo god me he-

10 Ipe fayd fire Launcelot I am ryghte heuy of fire Gawayns
wordes / for now he charged me with a grete charge / And thcr-

for I wote it as wel as ye that I mufte defende me / or els to

be recreaunt / Thenne fyr launcelot badde fadel his ftrongeft ho-

rs / and bad Icte fetchc his armes / and bryngc alle vnto the

15 gate of the Toure / and thenne fir Launcelot fpak on hygh vn-

to kynge Arthur / and fayd my lord Arthur and noble ky-

nge that made me knyghte / wete yow wel / I am ryghte heuy
for your fake

/ that ye thus fewe vpon me / and alweyes I for-

bore yow / for and I wold haue ben vengeable / I myghte
20 haue mette yow in myddes of the felde / and there to haue ma-

de your boldefl knyghtes ful tame
/
and now I haue forborne

half a yere / and fuffred yow and fire Gawayne to doo what

ye wold doo / and now I may endure it no lenger / for now
mufte I nedes defende my felf

/
in foo moche fyr Gawayne hath

25 apeeled me of treafon
/ the whiche is gretely ageynfte my will

that euer I fhold fyghte ayenft ony of your blood / but now
I maye not forfake hit

/
I am dryuen there to as a befi:e tyll

a baye / Thenne fir Gawayne fayd fir Launcelot / and thou da-

rft doo batail / leue thy babblynge / and come of / and lete vs

30 eafe our hertes / Thenne fyr Launcelot armed hym lyghtely / &
mounted vpon his hors / and eyther of the knyghtes gat gre-

te fperes in their handes / and the hoofte withoute flood ftylle

all a parte / and the noble knyghtes came oute of the Cyte by
a grete nombre / in fo moche that whan Arthur fawe the nom-

35 bre of men and knyghtes / he merueylled and fayd to hym
felf

/
Alias that euer fir launcelot was ageynft me /

for now I

fee he hath forborne me / and fo the couenaunt was made / there

fliold no man nyghe hem / nor dele with hem / tyl the one were

[leaf 417 verso]



»oof! rr-] [835 ] [Cbap. rti-

dede or yelden

C Capitulum n\

/^pBli^ Han fyr Gauwayn and fyr Launcelot departed a grete

# 1 waye in fonder /
& than they cam to gyder with al their

^^J^ hors myght as they myght renne & eyther fmote other

in myddes of their flieldes /
but the knyghtes were foo ftronge 5

& theyr fperys fo bygge that their horfes my3t not endure her

buffettes /
& fo their horfes fyl to therthe /

& than they auoyded

their horfes & dreffyd her flieldes afore them /
Than they flode

to gyders & gaf many fad ftrokes on dyuers places of theyr

bodyes that the blood brafte oute on many fydes and places /
10

Thenne had Syr Gauwayn fuche a grace and gyfte that an

holy man had gyuen to hym That euery day in the yere from

vnderne tyl hyhe none hys myght encreaced tho thre houres as

moche as thryfe hys flrengthc /
and that caufed fyr Gauwayn

to Wynne grete honour / ^ And for hys fake kyng Arthur 15

maad an ordenaunce that al maner of bataylles for ony qua-

rellys that fhold be done afore kyng Arthur fliold begynne

at vndern /
& al was done for fyr Gavvayns loue

/
that by

lyklyhode yf Syr Gauwayn were on the one parte he fliold

haue the better in batayl whyle his ftrengthe endured thre hou- 20

res /
but there were but fewe knyghtes that tyme lyuyng that

knewe this aduauntage that fyr Gauwayn had / but kyng

Arthur all onelye /
Thus fyr Launcelot faught with fyr Gau-

wayn /
& whan fyr Launcelot felte hys myght euer more en-

creace fyr Launcelot wondred & dredde hym fore to be fhamed 25

For as the frenffhe book fayth Syr Launcelot wende whan he

felte fyr Gauwayn double his ftrengthe that he had ben a fende

and none erthely man
/
wherfore Syr Launcelottc traced and

trauerfyd and couerd hym felf wyth his fhelde and kepte

his myght and his brayde duryng thre houres / And that 30

whyle Syr Gauwayn gaf hym many fadde bruntes ^ And

many fadde ftrokes that al the knyghtes that behelde fyr Laun-

celot meruaylled how that he my5t endure hym /
but ful lytell

vnderftood they that trauaylle that Syr Launcelot had for

to endure hym ^ And thenne whan hit was pafte none Syr 35

Gauwayn had noo more but hys owne myght /
Thenne fyr

[leaf 418]
ddj



36001! rr.] [ 836 ] [Cbap. n((.

Launcelot felte hym fo come doun / than he ftratched hym vp &
ftode nere fyr Gauvvayn /

& fayd thus my lord fyr Gauwayn
now I fele yc hauc done / now my lord fyr Gauwayn I muft

do my parte for many grete & greuous ftrokes I haue endured

5 you this day with grete payne / Than fir Launcelot doubled his

ftrokes & gaf fir Gauwayn fuche a buffet on the helmet that

he fyl doun on his fyde /
& fyr Launcelot wythdrewe hym fro

hym / why withdraweft thou the fayd fyr Gawayn now tome

ageyn fals traytour knyght & flee me / for and thou leue me

10 thus whan I am hole I flial do batayl wyth the ageyn /
I flial

endure you fyr by goddes grace / but wyt thou wel fyr Gau-

wayn I wyl neuer fmyte a fellyd knyght / & fo fyr Launcelot

wente in to the cyte /
& fyr Gauwayn was borne in to kyng ar-

thurs pauyllyon / & leches were brought to hym & ferched and

15 falued with fofte oynementes /
& than fyr Launcelot fayd now

haue good day my lord the kyng for wyt you wel ye wynne
no worfliyp at this wallys / & yf I wold my knyghtes oute

brynge ther fhold many a man deye / Therfore my lord Arthur

remembre you of olde kyndenes / & how euer I fare Ihefu be

^oyour gyde in al places C CapitUlUm jyij

mLas
faid the kynge that euer this vnhappy warre was

begonne / for euer/yr Launcelot forbereth me in al pla-

ces /
& in lyke wyfe my kynne / & that is fene wel thys

day by my neuew fyr Gauvvayn /
Than kyng Arthur fyl feek

25 for forowe of fyr Gauwayn that he was fo fore hurt / and by

caufe of the warre betwyxt hym and fyr Launcelot / So than

they on kyng arthurs partye kepte the fyege wyth lytel warre

withoutforth /
& they withinforth kepte theyr walks / & deffen-

ded them whan nede was
/
Thus fyr Gauwayn laye feek thre

30 wekes in his tentes wyth al maner of leche crafte that my3t

be had . & affone as fyr Gawayn my5t goo & ryde / he armyd

hym at al poyntes & fterte vpon a courfer and gate a fpere in

his hande /
and fo he came rydyng afore the chyef gate of bar-

wyk / and there he cryed on heyght where art thou fir Launce-

35 lot come forth thou fals traytour kny^t & recreante for I am

here fir Gauwayn wyl preue this that I fay on the /
Alle thys

langage fir Launcelot herde /
& than he fayd thus / fir Gawayn

me repentys of your fayeng that ye wyll not fcafe of
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your langage for you wote wel Syr Gauwayn I knowe

your myght and alle that ye may doo / ^ And wel ye wote

fyr Gauwayn ye may not gretelye hurte me / Come doune

traytour knyght fayd he & make it good the contrarye wyth

thy handes / For it myfliapped me the lafte bataylle to be hurte 5

of thy handes ^ Therfore wyte thou wel I am come thys day

to make amendys /
For I wene thys day to laye the as lowe

as thou laydeft me / Ihefu deffende me fayd fyr Launcelot that

euer I be fo ferre in your daunger as ye haue ben in myn /
for

than my dayes were doon / But fyr Gauwayn fayd fyr Laun- lo

celot ye flial not thynke that I tary longe / but fythen that ye

fo vnknyghtelye calle me of trefon ye fhalle haue bothe your

handes ful of me /
And than fyr Launcelot armed hym at al

poyntes and mounted vpon his hors / and gate a grete fpere

in hys hande and rode oute at the gate /
And bothe the hoof- 15

tes were affembled / of hem v/ythoute and of them wythin / &
ftode in a raye ful manlye / And bothe partyes were charged

to holde them flylle / to fee and beholde the bataylle of thefe
ij

noble knyghtes /
And thenne they layed their fpeerys in their

reyftys and they came to gyder as thondre / and fyr Gawayn 20

brake his fpere vpon fyr Launcelot in an hondred pyeces vnto

his hande / & fyr Launcelot fmote hym wyth a gretter myght

that fyr Gauwayns hors fete reyfed / and fo the hors and he

fyl to the erthe / ^ Thenne fyr Gauwayn delyuerlye auoy- /

ded his hors and put his flieldc afore hym /
and eygyrlye 25

drewe his fwerde and bad Syr Launcelot alyghte traytoure

knyght /
for yf thys marys fone hath faylled me

/ wyt thou

wel a kynges fone and a queues fone flial not faylle the
/

^ Than fyr Launcelot auoyded his hors & dreffyd his flielde

afore hym and drewe hys fwerde and foo ftode they to gydcrs 30

and gaf many fad ftrokes that all men on bothe partyes had

therof paffyng grete wonder / ^ But whan fyr Launcelot

felte Syr Gawyns myght foo meruaylloufly encrees
/

He

than wyth helde his courage and his wynde / & kepte hym felf

wonder couert of his myght /
and vnder his (helde he trafyd 35

and trauerfyd here & there to brekc fyr Gauwayns ftrokes &
his courage / and fyr Gauwayn enforced hym felf with al his

myght and power to deftroye fyr Launcelot for as the frenfflie
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book fayth / Euer as Syr Gawayns myght encrcafed Ryght
foo encreafyd his \vynde and hys euyl wylle / Thus fyr Ga-

wayne dyd grete payne vnto Syr Launcelot thre houres that

he had ryght grete payne for to defifende hym / And whan the

S thre houres were paffyd that fyr Launcelot felte that fyr Ga-

wayn was comen to hys owne propre flrengthe /
Thenne Syr

Launcelot fayd vnto fyr Gawayn now haue I prouyd you

twyfe . That ye are a ful daungerous knyght and a wonder-

ful man of your myght / and many wonderful dedes haue ye
10 doon in your dayes / For by your myght encrefyng you haue

dyffeyued many a ful noble and valyaunte knyght /
And

now I fele that ye haue doon your myghty dedes
/ Now wyte

you wel I muft do my dedys / ^ And thenne Syr Launcelot

ftode nerre fyr Gauwayn / and thenne fyr Launcelot doubled

15 hys flrokes / And fyr Gauwayn deffended hym myghtelye
But neuertheleffe fyr Launcelot fmote fuche a ftroke vpon fir

Gauwayns helme / and vpon the olde wounde that fyr Gau-

wayn fynked doun vpon hys one fyde in a fwounde / And a-

none as he dyd awake he wauyd and foyned at fyr Laun-

20 celot as he laye /
and fayd traytour knyght wyt thou wel I

am not yet flayn / Come thou nere me and perfourme thys ba-

tayllc vnto the vttermyft / ^ I wyl nomore doo than I haue

doon fayd fyr Launcelot / For whan I fee you on fote I wyll

doo bataylle vpon you alle the whyle I fee you flande on your

:;5 feet
/ But for to fmyte a wounded man that may not flonde

god deffende me from fuche a fliame
/
and thenne he tourned

hym and wente his waye toward the cytee /
And fyr Gau-

wayn euermore callyng hym traytour knyght / and fayd wyt
thou wel fyr launcelot whan I am hoole I flial doo bataylle

30 wyth the ageyn ^ For I flial neuer leue the tyl that one of

vs be flayn / Thus as thys fyege endured & as fyr Gauwayn
laye feck nere a monthe

/
and whan he was wel recouerd and

redy wythin thre dayes to do bataylle ageyn wyth fyr Launce-

lot Ryght fo came tydynges vnto Arthur from Englond that

35 made kyng Arthur and al his hoofl to remeue /

C Ibere folowetb tbe yyi \)oo\k Capltulum pritno
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HS
fyr Mordred was rular of alle englond he dyd do

make letters as though that they came from beyonde
the fee / and the letters fpecefyed that Kynge Arthur

was flayn in bataylle wytli fyr Launcelot / ^ Wherfore Syr
Mordred made a parlemente / and called the lordes togyder / & 5

there he made them to chefe hym kyng & foo was he crowned

at caunterburye and helde a feefl there xv dayes / & afterward

he drewe hym vnto wynchefter / and there he took the Ouene

Gueneuer and fayd playnly that he wolde wedde hyr / whyche
was his vnkyls wyf and his faders wyf / And foo he made 10

redy for the feeft / And a day prefyxt that they fhold be wed-

ded / wherfore quene Gweneuer was paffyng heuy / But fhe

durft not dyfcouer hyr herte but fpake fayre / & agreyd to fyr

Mordredes wylle / ^ Thenne flie defyred of fyr Mordred

for to goo to London to bye alle manere of thynges that Ion- is

ged vnto the weddyng /
Aid by caufe of hyr fayre fpeche

Syr Mordred trufted hyr wel ynough / and gaf her leue to

goo / And foo whan flie came to London fhe took the toure of

London / and fodeynlye in alle hafle poffyble fhe fluffed hyt

wyth alle manere of vytaylle / & wel garnyffhed it with men 20

and foo kepte hyt / ^ Than whan Syr Mordred wyfte

and vnderftode how he was begyled he was paffyng wrothe

oute of mefure /
And a fhorte tale for to make he wente and

layed a myghty fycge aboute the toure of London / and made

many grete afl'aultes therat /
And threwe many grete engy- 25

nes vnto theym / and fliotte grete gonnes / But alle myght
not preuaylle Syr mordred

/
For quene Gueneuer wolde ne-

uer for fayre fpeche nor for foule wold neuer trufte to come

in hys handes ageyn / ^ Thenne came the byffliop of caunter-

burye the whyche was a noble clerke and an holy man / and 30

thus he fayd to Syr mordred
/ Syr what wyl ye doo

/ wyl ye

fyrft dyfplefe god and fythen fliame your felf / & al knyght-

hode /
Is not kyng Arthur your vncle no ferther but your mo-

ders broder
/ & on hir hym felf kyng Arthur bygate you vpon

his own fyftcr / therfor Iiow may you wedde your faders wyf 35

Syr fayd the noble clerke leue this oppynyon or I fhal! curfe

you wyth book & belle and candell / Do thou thy werft faid fyr

Mordred wyt thou wel I flial defye the /
fir fayd the byffliop &
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wyt you wel I fhal not fere mc to do that me ou3t to do / alfo

where ye noyfe where my lord Arthur is flayne / & that is not

fo / & therfore ye wyl make a foule werke in this londe / Pees

thou fals preeft fayd fyr Mordred for & thou chauffe me ony
5 more

/ I fhal make ftryke of thy heed / So the byffhop departed

and dyd the curfyng in the mooft orgulifl wyfe that myght
be doon / And than Syr mordred fought the byfAiop of caun-

terburye for to haue flayne hym / Than the byffliop fledde and

toke parte of his goodes with hym & went nygh vnto glaftyn-

10 burye / & there he was as preeft Eremyte in a chapel / & lyued

in pouerte & in holy prayers /
For wel he vnderftode that myf-

cheuous warre was at honde / Than Syr Mordred fought on

quene Gueneuer by letters & fondes & by fayr meanes & foul

meanys for to haue hir to come oute of the toure of london / but

IS al this auaylled not /
for fhe anfwerd hym fhortelye / openlye

and pryuelye that fhe had leuer flee hyr felf than to be mary-
ed wyth hym / Than came worde to fyr Mordred that kyng
Arthur had arayfed the fyege / For Syr Launcelot & he was

comyng homeward wyth a grete hooft to be auenged vpon
20 fyr Mordred wherfore fyr Mordred maad wryte wryttes to

al the barownry of thys londe and moche peple drewe to hym
For than was the comyn voys emonge them that wyth Ar-

thur was none other lyf but warre and ftryffe / And wyth

Syr Mordred was grete loye and blyffe / Thus was fyr Ar-

25 thur depraued and euyl fayd of . And many ther were that

kyng Arthur had made vp of nought and gyuen them lan-

des myght not than fay hym a good worde / Lo ye al engliffh

men fee ye not what a myfchyef here was / for he that was the

mooft kyng and knyght of the world dnd m.ooft loued the

30 felyfliyp of noble knyghtes / and by hym they were al vphol-

den / Now myght not this englyffli men holde them contente

wyth hym / Loo thus was the olde cuftome and vfage of this

londe / And alfo men faye that we of thys londe haue not yet

lofte ne foryeten that cuftome & vfage / Alas thys is a grete

35 defaulte of vs englyffhe men / For there may no thynge plefe

vs noo terme And foo faryd the people at that tyme they

were better plefyd with fir Mordred than they were with kyng
Arthur / and moche peple drewe vnto fir Mordred and fayd
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they wold abyde with hym for better and for werfe
/

and foo

fyr Mordred drewe with a grete hooft to Douer
/

for there he

herd faye / that fir Arthur wold arryue /
and foo he thoughte

to bete his owne fader from his landes / and the mooft party

of alle Englond helde with fire mordred / the peple were foo 5

newe fangleHe Capitulum ij

Nd foo as fire mordred wat at Douer with his hoft

there came kyng Arthur with a grete nauye of fliyp-

pes and galeyes and Carryks /
& there was fyr Mordred re-

dy awaytynge vpon his londage to lette his owne fader to la- 10

de vp the lande that he was kyng ouer / thenne there was la-

uncynge of grete botes and fmal / and ful of noble men of ar-

mes /
and there was moche flaughter of gentyl knyghtes and

many a full bolde baron was layd ful lowe on bothe partyes/

But kynge Arthur was foo couragyous that there myght no 15

maner of knyghtes lette hym to lande
/
and his knyghtes fy-

erfly folowed hym / and fo they landed maulgre fir mordreds

and alle his power /
and put fir mordred abak that he fledde &

alle his peple / Soo whan this batail was done / kyng Arthur

lete burye his peple that were dede
/
And thenne was noble fyr 20

Gawayne fonde in a grete bote lyenge more than half dede /

Whan fyr Arthur wyft that fyre Gawayne was layd fo lowe

he wente vnto hym /
and there the kyng made forowe oute of

mefure / and took fire Gawayne in his armes
/
and thryes he

there fwouned /
And thenne whan he awaked /

he fayd /
alias 25

fir Gawayne my fyfters fone / here now thow lyggcft the man

in the world that I loued mooft /
and now is my loye gone /

for now my neuewe fyre Gawayne I will difcouer me vnto

your perfone / in fyr Launcelot & you I mooft had my loye /
&

myn affyaunce /
& now haue I loft my loye of you bothe /

whcr- 30

for alle myn erthely loye is gone from me
/ Myn vnkel kyng

Arthur faid fir Gawayn wete you wel my deth day is come /
&

alle is thorou myn owne haflynes & wilfulnes /
for I am fmy-

ten vpon thold wounde the which fir launcelot gaf me /
on the

•whiche I fele wel I muft dye /
& had fir laucelot ben with you 35

as he was / this vnhappy werre had neuer begonne /
& of alle

this am I caufer
/

for fir laucelot & his blood thorou their prowes
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helde alle your cankeryd cncmyes in fubieftyon and daungerc
And now fayd fir Gawaync ye fliallc myffe fir Launcelot /

But alias I wold not accorde with hym / and therfor fayd

fyr Gawayne I praye yow fayre vnkel that I may haue pa-
5 per / pen / and ynke / that I may wryte to fyrc Launcelot a ce-

dle with myn ownc handes / And thenne whan paper & ynke
was broughte / thenne Gawayn was fet vp weykely by ky-

nge Arthur
/

for he was fhryuen a lytel tofore / and thenne he

wrote thus as the Frenffhe book maketh mencyon / Vnto fyre
10 Launcelot floure of alle noble knyghtes that euer I herd of /

or fawe / by my dayes / I fyre Gawayne kynge Lottes fone

of Orkeney / fyfter fone vnto the noble kyng Arthur
/ fende the

gretynge / & lete the haue knowleche that the tenth day of may
I was fmyten vpon the old wound that thou gaueft me/

15 afore the Cyte of Benwyck / and thorow the fame woud that

thou gaueft me / I am come to my dethe day / And I wil that

alle the world wete / that I fir Gawayne knyghte of the ta-

ble round / foughte my dethe
/ and not thorou thy deferuynge /

but it was myn owne fekynge / wherfor I byfeche the fir laun-

20 celot / to retorne ageyne vnto this realme
/ and fee my tombe

/ &
praye fome prayer more or leffe for my foule / And this fame

day that I wrote this fedyl /
I was hurte to the dethe in the

fame wound / the whiche I had of thy hand fyr Launcelot /
For a of a more nobler man myghte I not be flayne / Alfo

25 fir Launcelot for alle the loue that euer was betwyxe vs / ma-
ke no tarycnge / but come ouer the fee in al hafte

/ that thow

mayft with thy noble knyghtes refcowe that noble kynge that

made the knyghte / that is my lord Arthur / for he is ful ftre-

yghtly beftadde with a fals traytour / that is my half brodcr

30 fyr Mordred / and he hath lete croune hym kynge / and woid

haue wedded my lady quene Gueneuer / and foo had he done
had fhe not put her felf in the toure of london / And foo the

/ x /

day of May laft paft / my lord Arthur and we alle landed vp-
on them at doner / and there we putte that fals traytour fyre

35 Mordred to flyghte / and there it myffortuned me to be ftry-

ken vpon thy ftroke / And at the date of this letter was wry-
ten but two houres and an half afore my dethe wryten with

myn owne hand
/ and foo fubfcrybed with parte of my hertes
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blood /
And I requyre the mooft famous knyghte of the world

that thou wylt fee my Tombe /
and thenne fir Gawayne wept

and kynge Arthur wepte /
And thene they fwouned both/

And whan they awaked bothe /
the kynge made fyr Gawa-

yn to receyue his faucour /
And thenne fir Gawayne praid the 5

kynge for to fende for fir launcelot
/
and to cheryfflie hym aboue

alle other knyghtes /
And fo at the houre of none fyr Gawa-

yn yelded vp the fpyryte /
and thenne the kynge lete cntiere

hym in a chappel within doner Caftcl /
and there yet alle men

maye fee the fculle of hym /
and the fame wound is fenc that lo

fyr Launcelot gaf hym in bataill /
Thenne was it told the ky-

nge that fyr Mordred had pyghte a newe feld vpon Ba-

ramdoune /
And vpon the morne the kynge rode thyder to hym

and there was a grete bataille betwixe them /
and moche peple

was flayne on bothe partyes / but at the laft fyr Arthurs par- 15

ty ftode beft /
and fir Mord.ed and his party fledde vnto Cau-

turbery

C Capitulum iij

mNd thenne the kyng lete ferche all the townes for his

knyghtes that were flayne /
and enteryd them

/ & fal-

ued them with fofte falues that fo fore were wounded / Then- 20

ne moche peple drewe vnto kynge Arthur
/
And thenne they

fayd that fir Mordred warred vpon kyng Arthur with w-

ronge /
and thenne kynge Arthur drewe hym with his hooft

doune by the fee fydc weftward toward Salyfbury /
and ther

was a day affygned betwixe kyng Arthur and fire mordred 25

that they fliold mete vpon a doune befyde Salyfbury / and not

ferre from the fee fyde /
and this day was affygned on a mon-

day after Trynyte fonday /
wherof kyng Arthur was paffyng

glad that he myghte be auengyd vpon fire Mordred / Thenne

fyr Mordred areyfed moche peple aboute london
/

for they of 30

Kente Southfex and Surrey /
Efiifex and of Southfolke and

of Northfolk helde the moft party with fir Mordred /
and ma-

ny a ful noble knyghte drewe vnto fyr Mordred and to the

kynge /
but they loued fir Launcelot drewe vnto fyr Mordred

Soo vpon Trynyte fonday at nyghte kynge Arthur dremed 35
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a wonderful dreme / & that was this / that hym femcd / he fatte

vpon a chaflet in a chayer / and the chayer was faft to a whele

and therupon fatte kynge Arthur in the rycheft clothe of go-

ld that myghte be made /
and the kyng thoughte ther was vn-

5 der hym fer from hym an hydous depe blak water / and there in

were alle maner of ferpentes and wormes and wylde beftes

foule and horryble / and fodenly the kynge thoughte the whe-

le torned vp foo doune
/
and he felle amonge the ferpentys /

&

euery beeft took hym by a lymme /
and thenne the kynge cry-

10 ed as he lay in his bedde and flepte / helpe /
And thenne kny-

ghtes fquyers and yomen awaked the kynge / and thenne he

was foo amafed that he wyfl not where he was
/
& thenne he

felle on flomberynge ageyn not flepynge nor thorouly waky-

nge / So the kynge femed veryly that there came fyr Gawa-

iS yne vnto hym with a nombre of fayre ladyes with hym
And whan kynge Arthur fawe hym /

thenne he fayd welcome

my fyflers fone / I wende thou haddeft ben dede / and now I

fee the on lyue / moche am I beholdynge vnto almyghty Ihe-

fu / O fayre neuewe and my fyfters fone / What ben thefe la-

20 dyes that hydder be come with yow /
Sir faid fir Gawayne /

alle thefe ben ladyes for whome I haue foughten whanne I

was man lyuynge /
and alle thefe are tho / that I dyd batail

for in ryghteuous quarel /
and god hath gyuen hem that gra-

ce at their grete prayer / by caufe I dyd bataille for hem
/ that

25 they fhold brynge me hydder vnto yow /
thus moche hath god

gyuen me leue for to warne yow of youre dethe / for and ye

fyghte as to morne with fyre Mordred / as ye bothe haue

affygned /
doubte ye not / ye muft be flayne /

and the mooft par-

ty of your peple on bothe partyes /
and for the grete grace and

30 goodenes that almyghty Ihefu hath vnto yow and for pyte

of yow /
and many moo other good men there fhalle be flayne

God hath fente me to yow of his fpecyal grace to gyue yow

warnynge /
that in no wyfe ye doo bataille as to morne

/ but that

ye take a treatyce for a moncth day and profer yow largely /

35 fo as to morne to be puttc in a delaye /
For within a monethe

fhalle come fyr launcelot with alle his noble knyghtes and re-

fcowe yow worfliipfully /
and flee fir mordred and alle that

euer wylle holde with hym / Thenne fyr Gawayne and al the

[leaf 412 verso]



«oof! ni-l [ '^45 ] [Cbap. iv.

ladyes vaynquyffhed And anone the kyng callyd vpon hys

knyglites fquyers and yemen and charged them wyghtly to

fetche his noble lordes and wyfe byffhoppes vnto hym /
And

whan they were come the kyng tolde hem his auyfyon what fir

Gawayn had tolde hym /
and warned hym that yf he faught 5

on the morne he fhold be flayn / ^ Than the kyng comaun-

ded fyr Lucan de butlere And his broder fyr Bedwere with

two byffhoppes wyth hem and charged theym in ony wyfe &

they myght take a traytyfe for a monthe day wyth Syr mor-

dred /
And fpare not proffre hym londes & goodes as mochc 10

as ye thynke beft
/ So than they departed & came to fyr Mor-

dred where he had a grymme hooft of an hondred thoufand

men
/
And there they entreted fyr Mordred longe tyme and

at the laftc Syr mordred was agreyd for to haue Cornwayl
and kente by Arthures dayes After alle Englond after the 15

dayes of kyng Arthur /

C Capitulum iiij

/^^•i^ Han were they condefended that Kyng Arthure and fyr

A I mordred fliold mete betwyxte bothe theyr hooftes and

^^J^ eueryche of them fhold brynge fourtene perfones And

they came wyth thys word vnto Arthure / Than fayd he I am 20

glad that thys is done And fo he wente in to the felde / And
whan Arthure fhold departe he warned al hys hooft that and

they fee ony fwerde drawen look ye come on fyerdy and flee

that traytour fyr Mordred for I in noo wyfe trufte hym / In

lyke wyfe fyr mordred warned his hooft that and ye fee ony 25

fwerde drawen look that ye come on fyerfly & foo flee alle that

euer before you ftondeth / for in no wyfe I wyl not trufte for

thys treatyfe / For I knowe wel my fader wyl be auenged on

me / And foo they mette as theyr poyntemente was & fo they

were agreyd & accorded thorouly / And wyn was fette and 30

they dranke / Ryght foo came an adder oute of a lytel hethe

buffhe & hyt ftonge a knyght on the foot / & whan the knyght

felte hym ftongen he looked doun and fawe the adder / & than

he drewe his fwerde to flee the adder / & thought of none other

harme / And whan the hooft on bothe partyes faw that fwerde 35
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drawen than they blewe beamous trumpettes and homes and

fhouted grymly And fo bothe hooftes dreffyd hem to gydcrs
And kyng Arthur took his hers and fayd alias thys vn-

happy day & fo rode to his partye ^ And fyr mordred in like

5 wyfe / And neucr was there feen a more doolfuller batayllc in

no cryften londe / For there was but ruffhyng & rydyng few-

nyng and ftrykyng & many a grymme worde was there fpo-

ken eyder to other & many a dedely ftroke But euer kyng Ar-

thur rode thorugh cute the bataylle of fyr Mordred many ty-

10 mes / & dyd ful nobly as a noble Kyng fhold / & at al tymes
he faynted neuer & fyr Mordred that day put hym in dcuoyr
and in grete perylle ^ And thus they faughte alle the longe

day & neuer ftynted tyl the noble knyghtes were layed to the

colde erthe
/
& euer they faught ftylle tyl it was nere nyghte

•5 & by that tyme was there an hondred thoufand layed deed

vpon the down / Thenne was Arthure wode wrothe oute of

mefure whan he fawe his peple fo flayn from hym / ^ Thenne

the kyng loked aboute hym / & thenne was he ware of al hys
hooft & of al his good knyghtes were lefte no moo on lyue

20 but two knyghtes that one was Syr Lucan de butlere & his

broder Syr Bedwere / And they were ful fore wounded /

Ihefu mercy fayd the kyng where are al my noble knyghtes

becomen Alas that euer I fliold fee thys dolefull day / for now

fayd Arthur I am come to myn ende / ^ But wolde to god
25 that I wyfte where were that traytour Syr mordred that hath

caufed alle thys mefchyef / Thenne was kyng arthure ware

where fyr Mordred lenyd vpon his fwerde emonge a grete hepe
of deed men / Now gyue me my fpere fayd Arthur vnto Syr
Lucan

/
For yonder I haue efpyed the traytour that alle thys

30 woo hath wrought / Syr late hym be fayd Syr Lucan for he

is vnhappy / And yf ye paffe thys vnhappy day ye fhalle be

ryght wel reuengyd vpon hym ^ Good lord remembre ye of

your nyghtes dreme / & what the fpyryte of Syr Gauwayn
tolde you this nyght / yet god of his grete goodnes hath pre-

35 ferued you hyderto /
Therfore for goddes fake my lord leue of

by thys /
for bleffyd by god ye haue wonne the felde / For

here we ben thre on lyue / and wyth fyr Mordred is none on

lyue /
And yf ye leue of now thys wycked day of defteynye
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is parte / Tyde me deth betyde me lyf fayth the kyng now I

fee hym yonder allone he fhal neuer efcape myn handes / For

at a better auaylle flial I neuer haue hym / ^ God fpede you

vvel fayd fyr bedvvere /
Thenne the kyng gate hys fpcre in bothe

his handes & ranne toward fyr Mordred cryeng tratour now 5

is thy deth day come /
And whan fyr Mordred herde fyr Ar-

thur he ranne vntyl hym with his fvverde drawen in his hande

And there kyng Arthur fmote fyr mordred vnder the flielde

wyth a foyne of his fpere thorughoute the body more than a fa-

dom / And whan fyr Mordred felte that he had hys dethes 10

wounde /
He thryft hym felf wyth the myght that he had vp

to the bur of kynge Arthurs fpere / And right fo he fmote his

fader Arthur wyth his fwerde holden in bothe his handes on

the fyde of the heed that the fvverde perfyd the helmet and the

brayne panne / and therwythall fyr Mordred fyl ftarke deed 15

to the erthe /
And the nobyl Arthur fyl in a fwoune to the

erthe / and there he fwouned ofte tymes / And fyr Lucan de

butlere and fyr Bedwere oftymes heue hym vp / And foo

waykely they ledde hym betwyxte them bothe to a lytel cha-

pel not ferre from the fee fyde / And whan the kyng was there 20

he thought hym wel eafcd / Thenne herde they people crye in

the felde /
Now goo thou fyr Lucan fayd the kyng and do me

to wyte what bytokenes that noyfe in the felde / So fyr Lu-

can departed for he was greuoufly wounded in many places

And fo as he yede he fawe and herkened by the mone lyght 25

how that pyllars and robbers were comen in to the felde To

pylle and robbe many a ful noble knyghte of brochys and

bedys of many a good rynge & of many a ryche lewel / and

who that were not deed al oute / there they flewe theym for

theyr harneys and theyr rycheffe / Whan fyr Lucan vnderflode jo

thys werke he came to the kyng affone as he myght and tolde

hym al what he had herde & feen / Therfore be my rede fayd fyr

Lucan it is befte that we brynge you to fomme towne I wolde

it were foo fayd the kyng /

fl Capitulum v
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Vt I may not ftonde myn hede werches foo / A Syr

Launcclot fayd kyng Arthur thys day hauc I fore

myft the / Alas that euer I was ayenft the / for now

haue I my dethe / Wherof fyr Gauwayn me warned in my
S dreme / Than fyr lucan took vp the kyng the one parte And

Syr Bedwere the other parte / & in the lyftyng the kyng fow-

ned and fyr Lucan fyl in a fowne wyth the lyfte that the

parte of his guttes fyl oute of his bodye / And therwyth the

noble knyghtes herte braftc
/
And whan the kyng awake he

10 behelde fyr Lucan how he laye foomyng at the mowth & parte

of his guttes laye at his feet / ^ Alas fayd the kyng thys

is to me a ful heuy fyght to fee thys noble duke fo deye for

my fake / for he wold haue holpcn me that had more nede of

helpe than I
/ Alas he wold not complayne hym / hys herte

15 was fo fettc to helpe me / Now Ihefu haue mercy vpon hys

foule / than fyr bedwere wepte for the deth of his brother / leue

thys mornyng & wepyng fayd the kyng for al this wyl not

auaylle me
/

for wyte thou wel and I myght lyue my felf
/
the

deth of fyr Lucan woldc greue me euer more / but my tyme hy-

20 eth faft fayd the kyng /
Therfore fayd Arthur vnto fyr Bed-

were take thou Excalybur my good fwerde and goo with

it to yonder water fyde / and whan thou comeft there I charge

the throwe my fwerde in that water & come ageyn and telle

me what thou there feeft / My lord fad Bedwere your com-

25 maundement fhal be doon & lyghtly brynge you worde ageyn
So fyr Bedwere departed / & by the waye he behelde that no-

ble fwerde that the pomel & the hafte was al of precyous fto-

nes / & thenne he fayd to hym felf yf I throwe this ryche fwerde

in the water therof fhal neuer come good but harme & loffe /

30 And thenne fyr bedwere hydde excalybur vnder a tree
/ And

fo as fone as he myght he came ageyn vnto the kyng and fayd

he had ben at the water and had throwen the fwerde in to the

water / ^ What fawe thou there fayd the kyng / fyr he fayd

I fawe no thynge but wawes and wyndes / That is vntrew-

35 ly fayd of the fayd the kynge / Therfore goo thou lyghtelye

ageyn and do my commaundemente as thou arte to me leef &
dere fpare not but throwe it in /

Than fyr bedwere retorned a-

geyn & took the fwerde in hys hande
/
and than hym thought
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fynne and fliame to throwe avvaye that nobyl fwerde / and fo

efte he hydde the fwerde and retorned ageyn and tolde to the

kyng that he had ben at the water and done his commaun-

demente / what fawe thou there fayd the kyng Syr he fayd I

fawe no thynge but the waters wappe and wawes wanne 5

A traytour vntrewe fayd kyng Arthur now haft thou betray-

ed me twyfe /
Who wold haue wente that thou that haft been

to me fo leef and dere and thou arte named a noble knyghte

and wold betraye me for the richeffe of the fwerde
/ But now

goo ageyn lyghtly for thy longe taryeng putteth me in grete 10

leopardye of my lyf /
For I haue taken colde / and but yf thou

do now as I byd the
/ yf euer I may fee the I fhal flee the myn

owne handes / for thou woldeft for my ryche fwerde fee me dede

^ Thenne Syr Bedwere departed and wente to the fwerde

and lyghtly took hit vp / and wente to the water fyde and 15

there he bounde the gyrdyl aboute the hyltes / and thenne he

threwe the fwerde as farre in to the water as he myght / & there

cam an arme and an hande aboue the water and mette it / &

caught it and fo flioke it thryfe and braundyfflied / and than

vanyffhed awaye the hande wyth the fwerde in the water
/ So 20

fyr Bedwere came ageyn to the kyng and tolde hym what

he fawe ^ Alas fayd the kyng helpe me hens for I dredc me

I haue taryed ouer longe / Than fyr Bedwere toke the kyng

vpon his backe and fo wente wyth hym to that water fyde / &
whan they were at the water fyde / euyn faft by the banke ho- 25

ued a lytyl barge wyth many fayr ladyes in hit
/ & emonge

hem al was a quene /
and al they had blacke hoodes / and al

they wepte and fliryked whan they fawe Kyng Arthur /

^ Now put me in to the barge fayd the kyng and fo he dyd

foftelye /
And there receyued hym thre quenes wyth grete mor- 30

nyng and foo they fette hem doun /
and in one of their lappes

kyng Arthur layed hys heed /
and than that quene fayd a

dere broder why haue ye taryed fo longe from me / Alas this

wounde on your heed hath caught ouermoche colde / And foo

than they rowed from the londe /
and fyr bedwere behelde all 35

tlio ladyes goo from hym / ^ Than fyr bedwere cryed a my
lord Arthur what fhal become of me now ye goo from me /

And leue me here allone emonge myn enemyes /
Comfort thy
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felf fayd the kyng and doo as wel as thou mayfl / for in me
is no trufte for to trufte in / For I wyl in to the vale of auy-

lyon to helc me of my greuous vvounde ^ And yf thou here

neuer more of me praye for my foule / but euer the quenes and

S ladyes wepte and fhryched that hit was pyte to here / And
affone as fyr Bedwere had lofte the fyght of the baarge he

wepte and waylled and fo took the forefte / and fo he wente

al that nyght / and in the mornyng he was ware betwyxte
two holtes hore af a chapel and an ermytage /

C Capitulum vi

10 /^^Bi^ Han was fyr Bedwere glad and thyde"r he wente &
/ 1 whan he came in to the chapel he fawe where laye an

^^iw heremyte grouelyng on al foure there fafl by a tombe

was newe grauen / whan the Eremyte fawe fyr Bedwere he

knewe hym wel / for he was but lytel tofore byffliop of caun-

15 terburye that fyr Mordred flemed
/ Syr fayd Syr Bedwere

what man is there entred that ye praye fo faft fore / Fayr fone

fayd the heremyte I wote not verayly but by my demyyng / But

thys nyght at mydnyght here came a nombre of ladyes / and

broughte hyder a deed cors / and prayed me to berye hym / and

20 here they offeryd an hondred tapers and they gaf me an hon-

dred befauntes ^ Alas fayd fyr bedwere that was my lord

kyng Arthur that here lyeth buryed in thys chapel / Than fyr

bedwere fwowned and whan he awoke he prayed the heremyte
he myght abyde wyth hym ftylle there / to lyue wyth faflyng

25 and prayers /
For from hens wyl I neuer goo fayd fyr bed-

were by my wylle but al the dayes of my lyf here to praye for

my lord Arthur / Ye are welcome to me fayd the heremyte for

I knowe you better than ye wene that I doo / Ye are the bolde

bedwere and the ful noble duke Syr Lucan de butlere was

30 your broder / Thenne fyr Bedwere tolde the heremyte alle as

ye haue herde to fore / fo there bode fyr bedwere with the hermyte
that was tofore byffhop of Caunterburye / and there fyr bed-

were put vpon hym poure clothes / and feruyd the hermyte ful

lowly in faftyng and in prayers ^ Thus of Arthur I fynde

35 neuer more wryton in boookes that ben au6loryfed nor more
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of the veray certente of his deth herde I neuer redde / but thus

was he ledde aweye in a fhyppe wherin were thre quenes / that

one was kyng Arthurs fyfler quene Morgan le fay / the o-

ther was the quene of North galys /
the thyrd was the quene

of the wafle londes / Alfo there was Nynyue the chyef lady 5

of the lake / that had wedded Pelleas the good knyght and

this lady had doon moche for kyng Arthur / for fhe wold ne-

uer fuffre fyr Pelleas to be in noo place where he fhold be in

daunger of his lyf / & fo he lyued to the vttermeft of his day-
es wyth hyr in grete refte

/
More of the deth of kyng Arthur 10

coude I neuer fynde but that ladyes brought hym to his bury-

ellys / & fuche one was buryed there that the hermyte bare wyt-
neffe that fomtyme was byffhop of caunterburye / but yet the

heremyte knewe not in certayn that he was verayly the body of

kyng Arthur / for thys tale fyr Bedwer knyght of the table 15

rounde made it to be wryton /

^1^ C Capitulum vi\

I ^ Et fomme men fay in many partyes of Englond that

1^ kyng Arthur is not deed / But had by the wylle of

^^—"^^ our lord Ihefu in to another place / and men fay that he

fhal come ageyn & he fhal wynne the holy croffe . I wyl not 20

fay that it fhal be fo / but rather I wyl fay here in thys world

he chaunged his lyf / but many men fay that there is wryton

vpon his tombe this vers ^ Hie iacet Arthurus Rex quondam
Rex que futurus / Thus leue I here fyr Bedwere with the her-

myte that dwellyd that tyme in a chapel befyde glaftynburye 25

& there was his ermytage / & they lyuyd in theyr prayers &
faflynges & grete abftynence / and whan quene Gueneuer vn-

derflood that kyng Arthur was flayn & al the noble kny3tes

fyr Mordred & al the remenaunte / Than the quene ftale aweye
& V ladyes wyth hyr / & foo flie wente to almefburye / & there 30

fhe let make hir felf a Nonne / & ware whyte clothes & blacke

& grete penaunce fhe toke as euer dyd fynful lady in thys
londe / & neuer creature coude make hyr mery / but lyued in faf-

tyng prayers and almes dedes /
that al maner of peple mer-

uaylled how vertuoufly fhe was chaunged ^ Now leue we 35

quene Gueneuer in Almefburye a nonne in whyte clothes &
blacke and there flie was abbeffe and rular as reafon wolde
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and torne we from hyr /
and fpeke we of Syr Launcelot du

lake /

C Capitulum viii
Nd whan he herde in his contreye that Syr Mordred

was crowned kyng in Englond and maad warre a-

5 /^^%'yenfi: kyng Arthur his owne fader / and wolde lette

hym to lande in hys owne londe / ^ Alfo it was tolde Syr
Launcelot how that fyr Mordred had layed fyege aboute the

toure of london by caufe the queue wold not wedde hym / Than
was fyr Launcelot wroth oute of mefure and fayd to his kyn-

lo nefmen alas that double traytour fyr Mordred now me repen-

teth that euer he efcaped my handes / for moche fliame hath he

done vnto my lord Arthur for alle I fele by the doleful letter

that My lord fyr Gauwayn fente me / on whos foule Iliu haue

mercy / that my lord Arthur is ful harde beftadde / Alas fayd

15 fyr Launcelot that euer I fliold lyue to here that mooft noble

kyng that maad me knyght thus to be ouerfette wyth his fub-

iecte in his owne royame ^ And this doleful letter that my
lord fyr Gauwayn hath fente me afore his deth

/ prayeng me
to fee his tombe / wyt you wel his doleful wordes fhal neuer

20 goo from myn herte / For he was a ful noble knyght as euer

was borne /
and in an vnhappy houre was I borne that euer

I fhold haue that vnhappe to flee fyrft fyr Gauwayn fyr Ga-

heris the good knyght and myn owne frende fyr Gareth that

ful noble knyght /
Alas I may fay I am vnhappy fayd Syr

25 Launcelot that euer I flioId do thus vnhappely / and alas yet

myght I neuer haue happe to flee that traytour fyr Mordred

Leue your complayntes fayd fyr Bors & fyrfl reuenge you
of the deth of fyr Gauwayn / & hit wyl be wel done that ye fee

fyr Gauwayns tombe / & fecondly that ye reuenge my lord Ar-

30 thur and my lady quene Gueneuer / I thanke you fayd Syr
Launcelot for euer ye wyl my worfliyp / Than they made them

redy in al the hafle that my3t be with fliyppes & galeyes wyth

fyr Launcelot & his hooft to paffe in to englond / & fo he paffyd

ouer the fee tyl he came to douer & there he landed wyth feuen

35 kynges / & the nombre was hydous to beholde / Than fyr Laun-

celot fpyrred of men of douer where was kyng Arthur become

Than the peple tolde hym how that he was flayn / And Syr
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Mordred & an / C / thoufand deyed on a day / & how fir Mordred

gaf kyng Arthur there the fyrfte bataylle at his landyng &
there was good fyr Gawayn flayn / & on the morne fyr Mor-

dred faught with the kyng vpon baram doun / & there the kyng

put fyr mordred to the wers /
Alas faid fyr Launcelot this is 5

the heuyeft tydynges that euer cam to me / Now fayr fyrs fayd

fyr Launcelot fliewe me the tombe of fyr Gawayn / & than cer-

teyn peple of the towne brou5t hym in to the caftel of douer &
fhewed hym the tombe /

Than fyr Launcelot knelyd doun and

wepte & prayeed hertelye for his foule / & that nyght he made lo

a dole / & al they that wold come had as moche fleffhe
/ fyfflie

wyn & aale / & euery man & woman had xii pens come who

wold
/ Thus with his ownc hande dalte he this money in a

moornyng gowne / & euer he wepte / & prayed hem to praye for

the fowle of fyr Gawayn / & an the morne al the preeftys and 15

clerkys that myght be goten in the contreye were there & fange

maffe of requyem & there offeryd fyrft fyr Launcelot / & he of-

fred an / C / pounde / & than the feuen kynges offeryd fourty

pounde a pees / & alfo there was a / M / knyghtes / & eche of hem

offred a pounde / & the offeryng durcd fro morne tyl nyght / & 20

fyr Launcelot laye two nyghtes on his tombe in prayers and

wepyng / Than on the thyrd day fyr Launcelot callyd the kyn-

ges / dukes / erles / barons / & knyghtes & fayd thus / My fayr

lordes I thake you al of your comyng in to this contreye with

me / but we came to late & that flial repente me whyle I lyue/ 25

but ayenft deth may no man rebelle / But fythen it is fo faid fir

Launcelot I wyl my felf ryde & feke my lady quene gueneuer

for as I here fay flie hath had grete payne & moche dyfeafe /
& I

herd fay that fhe is fledde in to the wefte / therfore ye alle fhal

abyde me here / & but yf I come ageyn wythin xv dayes /
Than 30

take your fhyppes & your felawfliyp & dcparte in to your con-

traye for I wyl do as I fay to you / fj CapUUlUm IJ

/^^fc^ Han came fyr Bors dc ganys and fayd my lord fyr

/ 1 Launcelot what thynke ye for to doo
/
now to ryde in

^^i^ this royame wyt you wel ye fhal fynde fewe frendes 35

be as be may fayd Syr Launcelot kepe you ftylle here /
for I

wyl forth on my lourney / and noo man nor chylde fhall goo

with me / So it was no bote to ftryue but he departed and rode
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weflerly & there he fought a vij or viij dayes & atte lad he cam

to a nonnerye & than was quene Gueneuer ware of fir Laun-

celot as he walked in the cloyftre / & whan flie fawe hym there

fhe fvvouned thryfe that al the ladyes & lentyl wymmen had

S werke ynough to holde the quene vp / So whan fhc my5t fpeke

fhe callyd ladyes & lentyl wymmen to hir
/ & fayd ye meruayl

fayr ladyes why I make this fare / Truly flie faid it is for the

fyght of yonder knyght that yender ftandeth / Wherfore I praye

you al calle hym to me
/ whan fyr Launcelot was brought to

10 hyr / Than fhe fayd to al the ladyes thorowe this man & me
hath al this warre be wrought / & the deth of the mooft noblefl

knyghtes of the world / for thorugh our loue that we haue lo-

ued to gyder is my mooft noble lord flayn / Therfor fyr Laun-

celot wyt thou vvel I am fette in fuche a plyte to gete my foule

15 hele / & yet I trufle thorugh goddes grace that after my deth to

haue a fyght of the bleffyd face of cryft / and at domes day to

fytte on his ryght fyde / for as fynful as euer I was are fayn-

tes in heuen / therfore fyr Launcelot I requyre the & befeche the

hertelye for al the loue that euer was betwyxte vs that thou

20 neuer fee me more in the vyfage / & I comande the on goddes
behalfe that thou forfake my companye & to thy kyngdom thou

torne ageyn & kepe wel thy royame from warre & wrake / for

as wel as I haue loued the myn hert wyl not ferue me to fee

the /
for thorugh the & me is the flour of kynges & knyghtes

35 deflroyed / therfor fir Launcelot goo to thy royame & there take

the a wyf & lyue with hir with loye & blyffe / & I praye the

hertelye praye for me to our lord that I may amende my myf-

lyuyng / Now fwete madam fayd fyr Launcelot wold ye that

I fhold torne ageyn vnto my cuntreye & there to wedde a lady

30 Nay Madam wyt you wel that fhal I neuer do
/

for I fhal ne-

uer be foo fals to you of that I haue promyfed / but the fame

deyftenye that ye haue taken you to I wyl take me vnto for to

plefe Ihefu /
& euer for you I caft me fpecially to praye / Yf thou

wylt do fo fayd the quene holde thy promyfe / but I may neuer

3S bj'leue but that thou wylt torne to the world ageyn / wel ma-

dam fayd he ye fay as plefeth you / yet wyft you me neuer fals

of my promeffe / & god defende but I fhold forfake the world

as ye haue do
/

for in the quefl of the fank greal I had fofaken
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the vanytees of the world had not your lord ben / And yf I

had done fo at that tyme wyth my herte wylle and thought I

had paffed al the knyghtes that were in the fanke grcal / ex-

cepte fyr Galahad my fone / and therfore lady fythen ye haue

taken you to perfeccion I muft nedys take me to perfe6lion of 5

ryght / for I take recorde of god in you I haue had myn erthly

loye / and yf I had founden you now fo dyfpofed I had cafle

me to haue had you in to myn owne royame /

C Capitulum y
Vt fythen I fynde you thus defpofed I enfure you fayth-

fuUy I wyl euer take me to penaunce & praye whyle 10

my lyf lafteth / yf that I may fynde ony heremyte other

graye or whyte that wyl reccyue me / wherfore madame I praye

you kyffe me & neuer nomore / Nay fayd the quene that fhal I

neuer do
/
but abfteyne you from fuche werkes & they departed

but there was neuer fo harde an herted man but he wold haue 15

weptc to fee the dolour that they made / for there was laemen-

tacyon as they had be flungyn wyth fperys / and many tymes

they fwouned /
& the ladyes bare the quene to hir chambre / &

fyr Launcelot awok & went & took his hors & rode al that day

& al ny5t in a foreft wepyng / & atte lafl he was ware of an 20

Ermytage & a chappel ftode betwyxte two clyffes /
and than he

herde a lytel belle rynge to maffe
/
and thyder he rode & alyght

& teyed his hors to the gate & herd maffe / & he that fange maffe

was the byffhop of caunterburye /
bothe the byffliop & fir Bed-

wer knewe fyr Launcelot / & they fpake to gyders after maffe 25

but whan fyr Bedwere had tolde his tale al hole fyr Launce-

lottes hert almoft brafte for forowe / & fir Launcelot threwe hys

armes abrode / & fayd alas who may trufte thys world / & than

he knelyd doun on his knee and prayed the byffhop to fhryue

hym and affoyle hym /
and than he befought the byffliop that he 30

myght be hys brother /
Than the byffhop fayd I wyll gladly

and there he put an habyte vpon Syr Launcelot / and there he

feruyd god day and ny3t with prayers and faftynges / Thus

the grete hooft abode at doucr and than fir Lyonel toke fyftene

lordes with hym & rode to london to feke fir Launcelot /
& there 35

fyr Lyonel was fiayn and many of his lordes / Thenne Syr

Bors de ganys made the grete hooft for to goo hoome ageyn
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And fyr boors / fyr Eflor de maris / Syr Blamour / fyr ble-

oboris with moo other of fyr Launcelottes kynne toke on hem

to ryde al englond ouerthvvart & endelonge to feek fyr Launce-

lot
/
So fyr Bors by fortune rode fo longe tyl he came to the

S fame chapel where fyr Launcelot was / & fo fyr Bors herde a

lytel belle knylle that range to maffe /
& there he alyght & herde

maffe /
& whan maffe was doon the byffhop fyr Launcelot & fir

Bedwere came to fyr Bors
/
& whan fyr bors fawe fir Laun-

celot in that maner clothyng / than he preyed the byffliop that

10 he myght be in the fame fevvte
/
and fo there was an habyte put

vpon hym /
& there he lyued in prayers & faftyng /

and wythin

halfe a ycre there was come fyr Galyhud / fyr Galyhodyn /
fir

Blamour / fyr Bleoheris / fyr wyllyars / fyr Clarras /
and fir

Gohaleaniyne / So al thefe vij noble kny3tes there abode ftyll

15 and whan they fawe fyr Launcelot had taken hym to fuche per-

feccion they had no lafb to departe /
but toke fuche an habyte

as he had
/
Thus they endured in grete penaunce fyx yere / and

than fyr Launcelot took thabyte of preefthod of the byflhop /
&

a twelue monthe he fange maffe /
& there was none of thefe

20 other knyghtes but they redde in bookes / & holpe for to fynge

maffe & range bellys & dyd bodoly al maner of feruyce / & foo

their horfes wente where they wolde /
for they toke no regarde

of no worldly rycheffes /
for whan they fawe fyr Launcelot en-

dure fuche penaunce in prayers & faftynges they toke no force

25 what payne they endured for to fee the noblefte knyght of the

world take fuche abftynaunce that he waxed ful lene /
& thus

vpon a nyght there came a vyfyon to fyr Launcelot & charged

hym in remyffyon of his fynnes to hafte hym vnto almyfbury

& by thenne then come there thou fliall fynde queue Gueneuer

30 dede / & therfore take thy felowes with the & parcuey them of an

hors bere / & fetche thou the cors of hir / & burye hir by her huf-

bond the noble kyng Arthur / So this auyfyon came to Laun-

celot thryfe in one nyght C CapitUlUm yi

/^^fc^ Han fyr Launcelot rofe vp oe day & tolde the heremyte

35 1 1
^^ ^^^^ ^^'^' '^^"^ ^^y^ ^^^ heremyte that ye made you

^^J^ redy /
& that ye dyfhobeye not the auyfyon /

Than fyr

Launcelot toke his vij felowes with hym & on fore they yede

from glaftynburye to almylburye the whyclie is lytel more
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than XXX myle / & thyder they came within two dayes for they

were wayke & febic to goo /
& whan fyr Launcelot was come

to almyfburye within the Nunerye quene gueneuer deyed but

halfe an oure afore /
and the ladyes tolde fyr Launcelot that

quene Gueneuer tolde hem al or (lie paffyd that fyr Launce- s

lot had ben preefl nere a twelue monthe / & hyder he cometh as

fafte as he may to fetche my cors . & befyde my lord kyng Ar-

thur he flial berye me / wherfore the quene fayd in heryng of

hem al / I befeche almyghty god that I may neuer haue pow-

er to fee fyr Launcelot wyth my worldly eyen /
And thus faid lo

al the ladyes was euer hir prayer thefe two dayes tyl fl:e

was dede
/
Than fyr Launcelot favve hir vyfage bat he wepte

not gretelye but fyghed /
& fo he dyd al the obferuaunce of the

feruyce hym felf bothe the dyryge /
and on the morne he fange

maffe / & there was ordcyned an hors bere /
& fo wyth an hen- 15

dred torches euer brennyng aboute the cors of the quene /
&

euer fyr Launcelot with his viij felowes wente aboute the hors

bere fyngyng & redyng many an holy oryfon /
& frankenfcns

vpon the corps encenfed / Thus fyr Launcelot & his eyght fe-

lowes wente on foot from almyfburye vnto glaftynburye / & 20

whan they were come to the chapel & the hermytage there flie

had a dyryge wyth grete deuocyon /
& on the morne the here-

myte that fomtyme was byffliop of canterburye fage the maffe

of requyem wyth grete deuocyon / and fyr Launcelot was the

fyrfh that offeryd /
& than als his eyght felowes / & than flie 25

was wrapped in cered clothe of raynes from the toppe to the

too in XXX folde / & after flie was put in a webbe of leed &

than in a coffyn of marbyl /
and whan fhe was put in therth

fyr Launcelot fwouned & laye longe flylle whyle the hermyte

came and awaked hym /
and fayd ye be to blame / for ye dyf- 30

plefe god with fuche maner of forow makyng / Truly fayd fyr

Launcelot I truft I do not dyfplefe god /
for he knoweth myn

entente /
For my forow was not nor is not for ony reioyfyng

of fynne / but my forow may neuer haue ende
/
For whan I re-

membre of hir beaulte & of hir nobleffe / that was bothe wyth 35

hyr kyng & wyth hyr / So whan I fawe his corps & hir corps

fo lye togyders / truly myn herte wold not ferue to fufleyne

my careful body / Alfo whan I remebre me how by my defaute
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& myn orgule and my pryde / that they were bothe layed ful

lowe that were pereles that euer was lyuyng of criflen people

wyt you wel fayd fyr Launcelot this remembred of there kyn-

denes and myn vnkyndenes fanke fo to myn herte that I my3t
S not fufteyne my felf fo the frenffhe book maketh mencyon /

/^^ C Capitulum yii
/ 1 Hene fyr Launcelot neuer after ete but lytel mete nor

^^J^ dranke tyl he was dede / for than he feekened more and

more and dryed & dwyned awaye / for the byffhop nor none

of his felowes my5t not make hym to ete and lytel he dranke

10 that he was waxen by a kybbet fhorter than he was
/ that the

peple coude not knovve hym /
for euermore day & ny3t he prayed

but fomtyme he flombred a broken flepe / euer he was lyeng gro-

uelyng on the tombe of kyng Arthur & quene Gueneuer / &
there was no comforte that the byffhop nor fyr Bors nor none

15 of his felowes coude make hym it auaylled not / Soo wythin

fyx wekye after fyr Launcelot fyl feek and laye in his bedde

& thenne he fente for the byffhop that there was heremyte and

al his trewe felowes
/ Than Syr Launcelot fayd wyth drery

fteuen / fyr byffhop I praye you gyue to me al my ryghtes that

20 longeth to a chryften man / It fhal not nede you fayd the here-

myte and al his felowes / It is but heuyneffe of your blood

ye fhal be wel mended by the grace of god to morne
/ My fayr

lordes fayd fyr Launcelot wyt you wel my careful body wyl

in to therthe I houe warnyng more than now I wyl fay / ther-

25 fore gyue me my ryghtes / So whan he was howfelyd and ene-

1yd /
and had al that a cryften man ought to haue he pray-

ed the byffliop that his felowes myght bere his body to loy-

ous garde / Somme men fay it was anwyk / & fomme may fay

it was hamborow how be it fayd fyr Launcelot me repenteth

30 fore but I made myn auowe fomtyme that in ioyous garde I

wold be buryed / and by caufe of brekyng of myn auowe I

praye you al lede me thyder / Than there was wepyng and

wryngyng of handes among his felowes / So at a fefon of the

nyght they al wente to theyr beddes for they alle laye in one

35 chambre /
And fo after mydnyght ayenft day the byffhop then

was hermyte as he laye in his bedd a flepe he fyl vpon a grete

laughter /
and therwyth al the felyfhyp awoke and came to
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the byffhop & afked hym what he eyled /
A I6u mercy fayd

the byffhop why dyd ye awake me I was neuer in al my lyf

fo mery & fo wel at eafe /
wherfore fayd fyr bors / Truly fayd

the byffhop here was fyr Launcelot with me with mo angellis

than euer I fawe men in one day /
& I fawe the angellys heue 5

vp fyr Launcelot vnto heuen & the yates of heuen opened a-

yenft hym / It is but dretchyng of fweuens fayd fyr Bors

for I doubte not fyr Launcelot ayleth no thynge but good / It

may wel be fayd the byffhop goo ye to his bedde & than (hall

ye proue the foth
/ So whan fyr Bors & his felowes came to lo

his bedde they founde hym ftarke dede
/
& he laye as he had fmy-

led & the fwetteft fauour aboute hym that euer they felte
/ than

was there wepyng & wryngyng of handes
/
& the gretteft dole

they made that euer made men
/
& on the morne the byffhop dyd

his maffe of requyem / & after the byffhop & al the ix knyghtes 15

put fyr Launcelot in the fame hors bere that quene Gueneuere

was layed in tofore that fhe was buryed / & foo the byffhop

& they al togydere wente wyth the body of fyr Launcelot day-

ly tyl they came to loyous garde / & euer they had an / C / tor-

ches bernnyng aboute hym / & fo within xv dayes they came to 20

loyous garde . & there they layed his corps in the body of the

quere / & fange & redde many faulters & prayes ouer hym and

aboute hym / & euer his vyfage was layed open & naked that

al folkes myght beholde hym / for fuche was the cuftom in the

dayes that al men of worfhyp fhold fo lye wyth open vyfage 25

tyl that they were buryed /
and ryght thus as they were at

theyr feruyce there came fyr E6lor de maris that had vij yere

fought al Englond fcotland & walys fekyng his brother fyr

Launcelot / ^ (lapitulum yiii

HNd
whan fyr E6lor herde fuche noyfe &: lyghte in the 30

quyre of loyous garde he alyght & put his hors from

hym & came in to the quyre & there he fawe men fynge

wepe /
& al they knewe fyr E6lor

/
but he knewe not them / than

wente fyr Bors vnto fyr Eftor & tolde hym how there laye

his brother fyr Launcelot dede
/
& than Syr Eflor threwe hys 35

fhelde fwerde & helme from hym / & whan he behelde fyr Laun-

celottes vyfage he fyl doun in a fwoun / & whan he waked

it were harde ony tonge to telle the doleful complayntes that
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he made for his brother / A Launcelot he fayd thou were hede of

al cryften knyghtes / & now I dare fay fayd fyr Eflor thou fir

Launcelot there thou lycfl: that thou were neuer matched of er-

thely knyghtes hande / & thou were the curteft knyght that e-

S uer bare flielde / & thou were the trueft frende to thy louar that

euer beftrade hors
/ & thou were the treweft louer of a fynful

man that cuer loued woman / & thou were the kyndeft man
that euer ftrake wyth fvverde / & thou were the godclyeft perfone

y euer cam emonge prees of knyghtes / & thou was the mekeft

10 man & the lentyllefl that euer ete in halle emonge ladyes / &
thou were the fterneft knyght to thy mortal foo that euer put

fpere in the brefbe / than there was wepyng & dolour out of nie-

fure / Thus they kepte fyr Launcelots corps on lofte xv dayes

& than they buryed it with grete deuocyon / & than at leyfer

IS they wente al with the byffliop of canterburye to his ermytage

& there they were to gyder more than a monthe / Than fyr cof-

tantyn that was fyr Cadores fone of cornwayl was chofen

kyng of Englond /
& he was a ful noble knyght / & worfliyp-

fully he rulyd this royame / & than thys kyng Coflantyn fent

20 for the byffhop of caunterburye for he herde faye where he was

& fo he was reftorcd vnto his byffliopryche /
& lefte that Er-

mytage /
And Syr Bedwere was there euer ftylle heremyte

to his lyues ende / Than fyr Bors de ganys / fyr E6lor de ma-

ris / fyr Gahalantyne / fyr Galyhud /
fir Galyhodyn / fyr Bla-

25 mour
/ fyr Bleoberys / fyr Wyllyats de balyaunt / fyr Clartus

of clere mounte / al thefe kny3tes drewe them to theyr contreyes

How be it kyng Coftantyn wold haue had them wyth hym
but they wold not abyde in this royame / & there they al lyued

in their cuntreys as holy men
/
& fomme englyfflic bookes ma-

30 ken mencyon that they wente neuer oute of englond after the

deth of fyr Launcelot
/
but that was but fauour of makers/

for the frenffhe book maketh mencyon & is aucloryfed that fyr

Bors / fyr Ector
/ fyr Blamour / & fyr Bleoberis wente in to

the holy lande there as Ihefu Cryft was quycke & deed / And

35 anone as they had flablyfflied theyr londes / for the book faith

fo fyr Launcelot commaunded them for to do or euer he paffyd

oute of thys world / & thefe foure knyghtes dyd many batayl-

les vpon the myfcreantes or turkes / and there they ded vpon

a good fryday for goddes fake / Here is the end of the booke
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book of kyng Arthur & of his noble knyghtes of the rounde

table / that whan they were hole togyders there was euer an C

and xl / and here is the ende of the deth of Arthur / I praye

you all lentyl men and lentyl wymmen that redeth this book

of Arthur and his knyghtes from the begynnyng to the en- 5

dyng / praye for me whyle I am on lyue that god fende me

good delyueraunce / & whan I am deed I praye you all praye

for my foule / for this book was ended the ix yere of the reygne

of kyng edward the fourth / by fyr Thomas Maleore knyght

as Ihefu helpe hym for hys grete myght / as he is the feruaunt lo

of Ihefu bothe day and nyght /

C tibus cnOetb tb^s noble an& Joyous booft entinieC* le mortc

Dartbur / Hotw^tbttonSsno it trcatctb of tbc biutb / lyf / an^

actes of tbc fas& hmQ Hrtbur / of bis noble kngobtes of tbe

roun&e table / tbcgr nieruaglloiis enqueftcs auD a^uentures /

tbacbiieuiinG of tbe fauoreal / & in tbcn5e tbe 5olorons 5etb &

bepart^ng out of tbi^s worlD of tbem al / wbicbe booft was re=

&uce& in to enolyffbe bs fpr 'C;bonias /ibalory hnygbt as afore

is fa^D / anb bv? me &eu^C>eJ) in to m booftes cbapstreb anC)

enprgnteJ) / anC> f^nsffbcb in tbabbes weftmeftre tbe laft &as

of 5ugl tbe »ere of our lorb / iWi I CCCC / Iesjv /

C Cayton mc fieri fecit
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EDITOR'S NOTE.

In order to avoid misunderstandings I beg to state in anticipation
of the second volume :

1. The present edition follows the original in every respect,
word for word, line for line, and page for page, and, with a few

exceptions which are accounted for and registered, letter for letter.

2. Caxton's volume commences with a blank leaf, which, as
shown by the signatures, is counted. This leaf is also in the present
edition, but it is not counted here, for the simple reason that the
coincidence of the signatures in Caxton with the marks of the
binders in the present edition should be avoided. Thus, on page 65
the fourth sheet begins, and is marked at the bottom by

"
E,"

whereas Caxton's fourth sheet only commences on page 67 (c j).

3. There occur in the impression of Caxton three kinds of " w."

(Compare the photogi-aphic facsimile : firstly, line 20, in the word
" was

;

"
secondly, line 2 1, in the word " afterward

;

"
and, thirdly, in

the same line in the word "
toward.") The first kind of "

w," accord-

ing to Mr. Blades, denotes in type No. 4* the capital
" W." Caxton's

compositors did not distinguish, as they ought, these " w " from one

another, so that the one denoting
" W "

fi'equently occurs in the
middle of words and in other places, where it is evidently out of

place. I have, therefore, in the present edition, as Roman type
does not admit of marking the three kinds, rendered it by

"W "
in

all cases where cajiital
'• W "

was to be expected, as in the beginning
of a sentence and in proper names, otherwise it is rendered by

" w."

4. There are, further, two styles of " I
"
used in Caxton's edition.

(Compai'e the photographic facsimile, fii-stly, line i, and secondly,
line 5.) At first it appeared that a difl'erence was made between
"i" and "

j," but such is not the case; both kinds are used indis-

criminately. I have, therefore, after some consideration, always
rendered it by "I." Moreover, the first kind of " I" occurs more

frequently.

5. The character "
3
"

is used in Caxton to express both "z"
and "

gh." In words where "z " was to be expected I have rendered
"
5

"
by

"
z," otherwise I have pi-eserved

''

i," e.g., "Cezar" and

"kny5t."
6. Caxton has no fijsed rules for dividing words at the end of a

line. A word is dividetl as the space in each special case permits,
and as a rule there is no conjunctive hyphen put

—
e.g., "horfes" is

not broken " hor- fes
"

but " ho rfes." As I found that in many
cases mistakes arose from this deficiency, I have for the convenience
of the modern reader always added the hyphen where it was to be

expected.

7. In some cases where Caxton's compositors evidently con-

founded " n " with "
u," or the reverse, e.g., in "

but," I have not

reproduced the error. I have done the same in a few cases where
"f "

and "f "
were confounded, e.g., in "

for."

8. In a few cases where letters or parts of words were either

effaced or did not come out in printing, the missing matter is

supplied in italics.

H. OSKAR SOMMEK.
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